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I. 

Facts  relating  to  the  Influence  of 
decomposing  Animal  Matter  in 
producing  Fevers. 

Coramunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

The  atmosphere  we  live  in  is 
known  to  be  the  vehicle  of 
many  diseases.  Places  are  more 
or  less  healthy  according  to  the 
atmosphere  which  prevails  in 
them  ;  and  its  varieties  depend  on 
exhalations  from  the  surfj^ce  of 
the  earth.  The  vast  quantities 
of  vegetable  substance  with  which 
most  places  abound,  being  operat- 
ed on  by  moisture  and  a  certain 
degree  of  heat,  are  thrown  into  a 
state  of  decomposition.  In  this 
process,  certain  gases,  or  other 
volatile  matters,  are  developed, 
which  have  received  the  name  of 
miasmata  or  malaria^  and  are  the 
immediate  agents  in  causing  dis- 
ease.  They  exist  in  the  banks 
of  rivers,  on  marshy  grounds,  and 
b  all  places  where  vegetable 
substances  are  not  covered  by 
water,  but  sufficiently  moistened 
by  it  to  favor  decomposition. 
Warm  climates  and  warm  seasons 
are  most  fruitful  in  tlft  production 
of  these  exhalations,  and  in  the 
diseases  generated  by  thetn.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  summer  or 
the    beginning    of   antumn,    the 


miasmata  produce  the  yellow 
fever^  bilious,  remittent,  inter- 
mittent, or  fever  and  ague^  in 
warm  climates  principally  ;  and 
dysentery,  diarrhoea  and  cholera, 
in  all  climates.  Although  the 
influence  of  miasmata  has  been 
known  from  an  early  period,  in 
consequence  of  their  having  de- 
populated extensive  regions,  and 
often  destroyed  considerable  ar- 
mies ;  yet  their  nature,  and  the 
laws  by  which  they  are  governed, 
are  still  very  imperfectly  under- 
stood. This,  however,  is  admit- 
ted by  the  whole  medical  world, 
— that  such  miasmata  exist,  and 
that  they  arise  from  the  decom- 
position of  vegetable  substance. 
Some  persons  have  confounded 
the  effects  of  decomposing  animal 
substances,  with  those  arising  from 
vegetables.  It  is,  perhaps,  a 
common  opinion,  that  the  effluvia 
of  putrefying  animals  are  equally 
dangerous  with  those  from  the 
vegetable  kingdom  ;  and  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  people  are  more  ap- 
prehensive of  the  stench  of  a  dead 
animal  in  hot  weather,  than  of  the 
secret,  but  deadly  poison  of  the 
malaria. 

The  objeot  of  these  remarks  is 
to  point  out  the  error  of  this  opi- 
nion,— to  show  that  the  decompo- 
sition of  dead  animal  matter  does 
not  generate  that  peculiar  princi- 
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pie  which  is  the  special  cause  of 
fevers  and  kindred  diseases,  and 
to  show  this  by  facts,  many  of 
whieh  are  notorioas,  and  within 
the  cognisance  of  the  whole  com- 
munity. 

Some  occupations  are  carried 
on  |Q  the  midst  of  the  decomposi- 
tion of  animal  matter.  Let  us 
inquire  whether  those  who  exer- 
cise such  occupations  are,  like 
the  inhabitants  of  miasmatic  dis- 
tricts, peculiarly  liable  to  fevers. 

Among  those  who  ai^e  thus  ex- 
posed, we  find  butchers,  and  such 
as  live  in  the  vicinity  of  slaughter 
houses,  soap-boilers,  tallow  chan- 
dlers, tanners  and  curriers,  sea- 
men in  whaling  vessels,  grave- 
diggers  and  night-men.  Here  we 
see  a  large  body  of  men  of  various 
occupations,  exposed  to  various 
fprma  of  decaying  and  decompos- 
ing animal  matter,  from  its  earli- 
est stage  of  fermentation  to  the 
highest  degree  of  putrefaction. 
If  the  effluvia  from  matters  in 
this  state  are  injurious,  we  must 
expect  to  find  those  exposed  to 
them  unhealthy,  liable  to  fevers, 
epidemics,  and  frequent  casual- 
ties. 

The  butchers'  employment  does 
not  necessarily  expose  them  to 
bad  air ;  but  it  is  well  known  that 
in  places  where  this  business  is 
carried  on,  the  offals  are  allowed 
to  accumulate,  and  by  their  pu- 
trefaction fill  the  surrounding  at- 
mosphere. Are  the  persons  ex- 
posed to  these  offensive  odors  pe- 
culiarly liable  to  fevers  and  epi- 
demics ?*  An  inquiry  of  the  most 
intelligent  concerned  in  this  pro- 
fession, has  been  uniformly  an- 
swered in  the  negative.  They 
without  exception  declare  that 
they  are  not  particularly  liable 
to  fevers  nor  any  other  diseases  ; 
that  the  vicinity  of  their  slaughter 


houses  is  as   healthy    as    other 
places,  and  that  the  men  employ- 
ed in  them  are  stout  and  healthy. 
An  intelligent  physician,*  who  has 
practised  in  a  town  near  Boston, 
which  contains    more    slaughter 
houses  than    any  town   in  New 
Engfand,   declares,  on  an  expe- 
rience of  more  than  thirty  years, 
that  the  butchers'  employment  is 
perfectly  healthy  ;  that  the  indi- 
viduals who  carry  on  this  business, 
when  temperate,  are  more  robust 
than  other  men,  and  that  he  has  • 
known  no  epidemic  nor  local  fever 
generated  by  the  numerous  slaugh- 
ter houses  under  his  constant  in- 
spection.    This  accords  entirely 
with  observations  made  in  Europe, 
where  the  business  is  considered 
so  favorable  to  the  lungs,  that  it 
is  common  to  send  persons  affect- 
ed with  pulmonary  complaints  to 
inhabit  such   places.     Dr.   Bed- 
does    particularly  recommended 
this  practice ;  and  he  attributed, 
its  good  effects  to  the  superabun- 
dance of  azotic  gas  which  arises 
from    decomposing    animal    sub- 
stances, and  to  the  same  cause 
has  been  attributed  the  corpulen- 
cy of  butchers.     Mr.  S.  informs 
me  that,  during  the  yellow  fever 
of  1798  in  Boston,  the  butchers 
generally  maintained  their  situa- 
tions in  Faneuil  Hall  market,  al- 
though there  placed  in  the  very 
midst  of  the  disease  ;  that  not  one 
of  them  was  affected  by  the  epi- 
demic, excepting  himself,  and  he 
from  going  into  a  cellar  which  had 
for  some  time  been  closed,  and 
was  damp  and  foul.     Dr.  Rush 
mentions  a  fact  of  the  same  na- 
ture.    In  the  terrible  yellow  fe- 
ver of  179f,  which  nearly  depo* 
pulated  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
out  of  one  hundred  bvtchers  who 

*  Dr.  Bartlett,  of  Eoxbury. 
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remaiDed  in  the  city,  odIy  three 
were  attacked  by  yellow  /ever. 

The  soap-boilers  and  tallow 
chandlers  work  in  an  atmosphere 
filled  with  eiBuvia  from  the  de<* 
coropositioii  of  animal  fat.  lo  hot 
weather  the  fat,  having  been  some 
time  accumulating  in  private 
houses,  is  in  a  highly  putrid  state 
when  brought  to  the  manufactory. 
Yet  the  fact  is  known  that  the 
workmen  are  healthy, — not  liable 
to  fevers  nor  epidemics,  and  this 
is  as  well  established  in  Europe 
as  10  this  country.  (See  Bancroft 
OD  yellow  fever,  637.) 

The  tanners,  curriers,  and  lea- 
ther dressers,  are  as  healthy  as 
other  men  ;  yet  they  are  some- 
times compelled  to  work  on  skins 
ia  a  green  or  putrescent  state  in 
hot  weather.  I  have  known  in- 
stances of  disease  produced  by 
Aofidiin^  putrid  skins.  This  has 
not  unfrequently  been  followed  by 
ioflammation  of  the  cellular  mem- 
brane, absorbent  vessels  and 
glands,  by  mortification  and  death. 
These,  however,  are  not  the  ef- 
•  fects  of  effluvia  received  in  the 
lungs,  but  of  putrid  matter  taken 
into  the  absorbent  system  of  ves- 
sels. 

Night-men  are  exposed  to  the 
most  atrocious  and  overbearing 
exhalations  from  putrefying  ani- 
malized  matters.  The  gaseous 
fluids  of  an  unrespirable  nature, 
sulphuretted  and  phosphuretted 
hydrogen  gas,  are  sometimes  so 
copiously  evolved  as  to  displace 
the  atmospheric  air,  and  cause 
asphyxia,  suffocation,  or  fainting. 
In  the  deep  vaults  of  the  city  of 
Paris,  many  persons  have  lost 
their  lives  from  plunging  too  sud- 
denly and  incautiously  into  these 
vaults.  Yet  none  of  these  people 
are  subject  to  fevers  or  epidemics. 
If,  when  asphyxiedy  they  are  re- 


moved from  the  gas,  speedily  they 
recoveir  without  any  consequent 
disease*  The  same  unrespirable 
gases,  mingled  with  a  sufficient 
portion  of  atmospheric  air  to  ren- 
der th6m  respirable,  have  never 
been  known  to  cause  any  kind  of 
disease. 

The  whale  ships  are  complete- 
ly saturated  with  animal  matter, 
which  they  retain  in  the  hot  as 
well  as  the  cold  latitudes.  The 
seamen  are  more  healthy  than  the 
seamen  of  other  vessels,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  long  engaged,  in 
the  business ;  as  I  have  ascertain- 
ed from  the  Nantucke^  captains, 
and  from  the  other  inhabitants  of 
Nantucket  and  New  Bedford,  whs 
may  be  characterized  as  a  .pieople 
remarkably  intelligent  and  observ- 
ing. 

.  The  manufacture  of  glue  conr 
sists  in  boiling  down  the  refuse  of 
animal  bodies.  These  substances 
are  generally  in  a  state  of  putres^ 
cency,  and  emit  a  highly  offensive 
odor.  The  men  employed  in  this 
and  other  similar  works,  have  ne- 
ver been  observed  to  be  less 
healthy  than  other  men  ;  nor  have 
they  been  known  to  be  particular- 
ly liable  to  febrile  complaints. 

But  to  some  it  may  appear  that 
habit  renders  these  classes  of  per-  ^ 
sons  unsusceptible  of  the  ill  effects 
of  putrid  matter.  This  opiniop 
will  lose  its  force,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  numbers  of  individu- 
als engaged  in  these  trades  are 
constantly  changing  their  situation, 
from  the  common  air  to  that  which 
is  impregnated.  Thus,  we  see 
the  soap-boilers  quitting  their 
works  to  drive  through  the  streets; 
and  all  of  the  classes  mentioned, 
or  nearly  all,  leave  the  atmos- 
phere in  which  they  have  lived 
through  the  day  for  a  different 
one  at  night ;  so  that  the  habit  is 
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interrupted^  and  the  susceptibility 
to  the  vitiated  atmosphere  reno- 
vated, to  a  degree  abundantly 
sufficient  to  expose  them  to  the 
full  operation  of  the  noxious  prin- 
ciple. It  does  not,  therefore, 
seem  probable  that  habit  can  pre- 
vent the  reception  of  disease  from 
these  sources,  if  any  tendency  iq 
produce  it  existed  in  them.  The 
inhabitants  of  districts  in  which 
malaria  exists,  remaining  constant- 
ly in  the  same  atmosphere',  be- 
come accustomed  to  it,  and  are 
not  so  liable  to  fever  as  strangers; 
but  they  are  a  sickly,  deformed, 
miserable,  and  short-lived  people. 
Some  may  possiblv  believe  that 
the  putrefaction  of  the  flesh  of 
quadrupeds  and  other  animals  may 
operate  differently  on  the  human 
frame  from  that  of  men  in  the 
same  state  of  decomposition.  This 
opinion  is  entirely  at  variance  with 
the  principles  of  science.  The 
ultimate  elements  of  different 
animal  bodies  are  the  same  ;  viz., 
carbon,  hydrogen,  oxygen,  and 
azote  ;  and  the  secondary  princi- 
ples, or  those  formed  by  the  spon- 
taneous decomposition  of  such 
substances,  are  also  the  same, 
viz.,  phosphuretted,  sulphuretted, 
and  carburetted  hydrogen  gases, 
ammonia,  carbonic  acid  gas,  aque- 
ous vapor,  water  and  azotic  gas  ; 
and  the  solid  residuum  is  similar 
in  all  animals.  It  appears,  then, 
that  human  and  other  animal  bo- 
dies, consisting  of  the  same  prin- 
ciples in  their  composition  and 
decomposition,  must  produce  si- 
milar effects  on  the  living  body* 
On  this  head,  however,  we  are 
not  destitute  of  positive  facts. 
Grave-diggers  are  among  the  men 
most  exposed  to  the  effluvia  of 
human  bodies  in  every  stage  of 
decomposition  ;  yet  no  one  can  be 
ignorant  of  the  truth  that  they  are 


not  more  subject  to  febrile,  con« 
tagious  or  epidemic  diseases,  than 
other  men.  It  has  even  been 
thought  that  those  not  habituated 
to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  are 
less  frequently  affected  by  epide- 
mic diseases  than  other  people. 
Dr.  Rush  states,  that  in  the  yel- 
low fever  of  1793,  very  few 
grave-diggers  were  infected,  com- 
pared to  the  whole  number  em- 
ployed ;  and  this  he  considers  to 
be  a  fact  not  new,  that  grave- 
diggers  were  exempted  from  ma- 
lignant fevers,  since  it  had  l^eea 
previously  noticed  by  Dr.  Clark. 
(Rush  on  yellow  fever,  p.  156.) 
He  further  informs  us  that  some 
physicians  suspected  the  vicinity 
of  grave-yards  to  be  more  under, 
the  influence  of  the  epidemic  than 
other  places;  but  that  he  had  found 
the  reverse  of  this  to  be  true  in 
several  cases, — owing,  he  thinks, 
to  the  yellow  fever  miasmata  be- 
ing diluted  with  the  air  of  the  ' 
grave-yards, — which  air  waspure^ 
compared  toith  thai  stagnating  in 
the  streets.  Having  made  many 
inquiries  of  the  most  respectable* 
sextons  and  undertakers  in  Boston, 
I  have  been  told  by  them  that  no 
instance  of  fever  of  any  kind  had 
occurred  from  exposure  to  a  dead 
body.  In  the  vellow  fever  epide- 
mic of  1798,  they  were  called  on 
to  bury  the  dead  under  circum- 
stances of  great  exposure  and  fa- 
tigue; yet  they  were  not  infected. 
They  frequently  have  occasion  to 
work  in  the  midst  of  bodies  in  the 
highest  state  of  putrefaction,  and 
in  warm  weather  as  well  as  cold; 
but,  although  their  senses  are  vio- 
lently attacked,  they  have  not 
been  made  ill  from  these  expos- 
ures, nor  do  they  experience  oiore 
than  a  transient  inconvenience. 
They  make  a  distinction  between 
the  effects  Qf  the  «arly  and  ad- 
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yanced  stage  of   decomposition  JFany  of  these  cities,  not  under  anj 


A  body  which  has  been  dead  for 
a  few  weeks  is  not  dangerous  to 
approach;  but  after  some  months, 
i(it  has  been  closely  confined,  the 
snrroonding  air  is  not  respirable, 
and  will  extinguish  a  lamp.  When 
they  open  a  tomb  in  a  confined 
situation,  they  therefore  first  in* 
troduce  their  light,  and  if  it  burns 
they  have  no  fear  of  entering. 
The  gastfs  which  are  thus  delete- 
rious, are  carbonic  acid,  and  sul- 
phuretted and  phosphuretted  hy- 
drogen gases  ;  but  they  are  not 
accumulated  to  a  degree  sufficient 
to  produce  the  effect  mentioned, 
unless  the  air  has  been  entirely 
confined,  and  the  decomposing 
substance  has  been  considerable 
in  quantity.  These  unrespirable 
gases  are  the  same  as  those  found 
in  vaults  and  wells,  and  they  pro- 
duce the  same  effects  ;  that  is,  if 
they  are  sufficiently  abundant  to 
exclude  atmospheric  air,  they 
cause  asphyxia,  but  never  cause 
fevers  of  any  form  or  description. 
Some  of  those  who  have  been 
long  engaged  in  this  line  of  life, 
have  never  noticed  these  effects 
of  the  unrespirable  gases  on  flame 
nor  on  their  own  persons  ;  nor  are 
they  affected  in  any  manner  by 
the  earlier  and  more  offensive 
stage  of  the  putrefactive  process. 
Iq  the  great  medical  schools  of 
London,  Paris,  Edinburgh,  and  of 
this  country,  a  large  number  of 
bodies  are  often  collected  in  a 
single  room,  and  this  not  always 
well  ventilated.  In  these  places, 
the  most  industrious  and  zeal- 
ous students  pass  man)^  hours 
of  the  evening  and  occasionally  of 
the  night,  nor,  if  warm  weather 
surprises  them,  do  they  desist. 
No  exposure  can  be  greater  than 
these  young  men  undergo  ;  but 
they  lire  not  subject  to  fevers,  in 


of  the  circumstances  mentioned. 
In  Edinburgh  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing subjects  for  dissection  com- 
pels them  to  continue  the  use  of 
the  saipe  subject  in  a  state  which 
would  be  thought  intolprdble,  and 
yet  without  injury  to  any  one,  out 
of  hundreds  within  reach  of  the 
effluvia. 

It  oiay  be  asked,  whether  an 
atmosphere  of  this  nature  can  be 
supposed  to  be  equally  healthy 
with  pure  unmixed  air  ?  This 
cannot  be  believed  to  be  the  case 
generally.  Nature  has  destined 
us  to  breathe  a  certain  proportion 
of  oxygenous  and  azotic  gases  only. 
Therefore,  every  extraneous  gas 
serves  to  diminish  the  purity  of 
the  air;  but  it  does  not  necessarily 
infect  it.  The  gases  spoken  of 
are  not  to  be  considered  particu- 
larly favorable  to  health,  but  they 
are  not  deleterious  ;  they  do  not 
produce  specific  diseases,  such  ^s 
fever,  or  pestilence  of  any  kind. 
Nor  can  a  slight  degree  of  them 
be  in  any  measure  injurious  to 
health,  since  we  knov?  that  the 
respirable  atmospheric  air  always 
contains  a  proportion  of  carbonic 
acid  gas,  a  gas  of  all  others  the 
most  fatal  when  taken  by  itself. 

Prepared  hides  and  dried  fish, 
in  an  offensive  state,  have  repeat- 
edly had  the  reputation  of  gene- 
rating malignant  fever  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  There  is  not, 
however,  one  supposed  fact  of 
this  kind,  that  I  know  of,  which 
will  bear  a  close  examination. 

In  September,  1828,  five  or  six 
fatal  cases  of  malignant  fever  ap- 
peared in  Boston,  in  a  part  of  the 
town  where  the  same  disease 
broke  out  in  1798, 1802,  and  1819. 
Among  them  was  that  of  Mr.  P., 
a  custom  house  officer.  He  had 
been  employed  in  the  inspection 
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of  merchandise  on  the  wharves, 
near  which  this  disease  showed 
itself.  It  happened  that  some 
hides  were  discovered  to  be  in  an 
offensive  state  in  a  store  on  one 
of  these  wharves.  An  order  was 
given  to  reviove  them  immediate- 
ly, and  while  this  was  going  on, 
he  repeatedly  passed  within  the 
range  of  the  offensive  exhalations, 
and  was  greatly  alarmed  at  the 
danger  which  might  ensue.  When 
Mr.  P.  died,  which  he  did  after 
a  short  illness,  his  death  was  at- 
tributed to  the  hides.  Another 
gentleman,  N.  Tracy,  Esq.,  be- 
longing to  the  Custom  House, 
was  on  the  wharf  during  the  whole 
time  the  hides  were  removing, 
and  perceived  the  eflluvia,  but 
felt  no  inconvenience  from  it. 
The  persons  who  handled  and  re- 
moved the  hides,  those  who  fre- 
•quented  the  place  where  they 
had  been  stored,  and  others  who 
came  in  contact  with  them,  were 
in  no  way  affected.  The  victims 
of  that  fever  were,  in  fact,  not 
persons  exposed  to  the  eflluvia  of 
the  hrdes.  They  were  individu- 
als living  in  the  street  at  the  head, 
of  the  wharves,  running  at  right 
angles.  They  never  saw  nor 
smelt  the  hides  ;  but  they  smelt 
the  miasmata  arising  from  the  de- 
composing mass  on  the  edge  of 
the  flats. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  persons 
living  at  a  little  distance  froih 
these  wharves,  along  the  edges 
of  which  the  miasmata  are  gene- 
rated, should  be  affected  by  them, 
while  laborers  on  the  very  wharves 
escaped  uninjured  ? 

For  this  there  are  two  reasons. 
1.  The  miasmata  ascend  a  little 
from  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and 
contaminate  the  atmosphere  high- 
er than  the  spot  from  which  they 
emanate.    Thus,  Mr.  Flint  tells 


Vi,  the  beautiful  bluffs  on  the 
banks  of  the  Missisippi  are  £fir 
more  dangerous  than  the  intervals 
between  them  and  the  river,  ft. 
Miasmata  exert  their  principal 
malignity  in  the  first  hours  of  the 
evening  ;  that  is,  from  sunset  to 
about  ten  o'clock.  This  is  a  fact 
well  known  in  Italy,  and  in  many 
other  places  infected  by  malaria. 
The  laborer  retires  from  the  wharf 
at  sunset,  while  the  inhaHtatU 
remains  in  the  contaminated  air, 
sitting,  perhaps,  at  the  window, 
to  inhale  the  fresh  evening  breeze  , 
from  the  water,  and  drinking  at 
every  breath  the  insidious  and 
fatal  poison. 

Badly  preserved  fish  have  been 
thought  to  generate  malignant  fe-' 
ver  in  their  immediate  vicinity. 

The  proofs  of  the  non-pestilen- 
tial nature  of  putrefying  fish  are 
abundant.  In  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  other  places  situated . 
on  the  sea  coast,  the  inhabitants 
carry  on  a  great  fishing  with  nets, 
by  which  hundreds  of  loads  are 
landed  at  one  place,  and  thence 
distributed  to  the  vicinity.  This 
business  is  pursued  in  August  and 
September,  that  is,  in  the  pecu- 
liar season  of  pestilential  fever 
from  miasmata.  The  fish  are 
spread  over  the  fields  and  allowed 
there  to  putrefy  for  manure.  The 
air  is  made  intolerable  by  the 
smell.  The  charm  and  comfort 
of  the  country,  within  reach  of 
the  stench,  is  destroyed.  Every 
one  who  can  conveniently  avoid 
being  exposed  to  it,  takes  some 
other  route  ;  but  the  laborer  car- 
ries on  his  daily  toil  in  the  midst 
of  the  putrefying  mass,  without 
concern  and  without  disease.  The 
best  proof  of  the  absence  of  any 
pernicious  consequence  is,  that 
the  same  process  is  repeated  from 
year  to  year  With  increasing  dili- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AKD  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


gence.  Dr.  Banorofl  relates  the 
existence  of  similar  facts  in  the 
old  ivorld. 

To  the  abore  shaU  I  venture 
to  add  my  personal  experience. 
Prom  an  early  period  of  life  to 
the  present  time,  I  have  been 
conversant  with  dissecting  rooms 
and  decomposing  bodiesj  by  day 
and  night ;  often  in  ill  health  and 
under  circiimstances  of  great  ex- 
haustion ;  for  weeks  and  months  in 
succession  ;  on  subjects  in  every 
stage  of  decomposition,  from  the 
first  taint,  to  a  melting  into  a  li- 
quid mass  ;  in  midsummer  as  well 
as  winter.  '  I  have  also  examined 
subjects  dead  of  yellow  fever, 
typhus  fever,  puerperal  fever, 
and  inflammation  of  the  bowels, 
in  the  hottest  weather  and  in  epi- 
demic seasons,  and  never  have 
experienced  any  fever  or  febrile 
attack,  excepting  in  a  single  in- 
stance. This  occurred  in  Paris, 
10  180S,  from  dissecting  at  an 
•  open  window,  in  very  damp  wea- 
ther, in  the  month  of  January  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  I  had  a  feb- 
rile affection  of  two  or  three 
weeks  duration.  The  body  I  dis- 
sected was  not  putrid,  and  the 
room  in  which  I  was  then  engaged 
had  no  other  occupant ;  so  that 
the  disease  must  be  attributed  to 
exposure  to  cold.  When  engaged 
over  putrid  bodies  for  some  time, 
I  have  often  experienced  a  sensa- 
tion of  debility  and  loss  of  appe« 
tite,  but  this  has  been  very  tran- 
sient. During  the  present  season, 
the  weather  having  been  unusual- 
ly warm,  the  putrefactive  process 
proceeded  with  a  rapidity  I  have 
not  often  witnessed  at  the  same 
period.  The  decomposing  mat- 
ters became  so  acrid  as  some- 
times to  excoriate  the  hands,  pro- 
dace  small  pimples,  and  very  un- 


comfortable feelings  ;  yet  no  ill 
health  ensued. 

In  the  next  number  of  this  Jour- 
nal, I  shall  produce  extracts  from 
distinguished  writers,  which  will 
be  thought,  perhaps,  more  strik- 
ing and  conclusive  than  the  facts 
abova.advanced.      ^  J.  C.  W. 

II. 

Case  of  Rupture  of  ike  Ilium  from 
a  BhiJD  receiiftd  on  the  Abdomen. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  Geo.  W.  Otis,  M.D. 

Monday,  July  21  st,  half  past  4, 
P.M. — Called  to  visit  James 
Rane ;  found  him  complaining  of 
intense  pain  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  abdomen.  He  was  sitting  on 
the  bed  with  his  knees  drawn  up, 

Cressipg  firmly  on  his  bowels  with 
is  hands,  and  writhing  apparently 
in  the  severest  suffering.  His 
pulse.was  slow,  feeble,  and  scarce- 
ly perceptible;  countenaDce  ghast- 
ly ;  bowels  neither  swollen  nor 
tense.  On  inquiry,  I  ascertained 
that  he  had  received  a  blow  on 
the  right  iliac  region,  from  the 
fist  of  a  fellow-workman,  about 
11  o'clock  of  the  same  day.  No- 
thing, however,  was  perceived 
externally  but  a  slight  abrasion  of 
the  cuticle.  I  had  him  imme- 
diately removed  from  a  small, 
confined  bed-room,  to  a  larger  and 
more  airy  room,  belbvv,  and  ga^e 
bim  some  gin  and  water,  that  be- 
ing the  only  cordial  at  hand. 

1  felt  convinced,  from  the  symp- 
toms and  general  appearance  of' 
the  patient,  of  the  nature  of  the 
injury  and  its  necessary  speedy 
and  fatal  termination. 

Shortly  after  taking  the  spirit, 
be  revived  a  little,  and  the  pulse 
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became  fuller  and  more  distinct. 
I  bled  him  to  the  amount  of  six 
ounces;  the  pulse  then  failing  and 
becoming  less  perceptible,  I 
bound  up  the  arm,  and  was  obliged 
to  repeat  the  stimulant.  I  direct- 
ed him  to  be  constantly  rubbed 
with  warm,  spirit,  and  hot  fomen- 
tations to  the  bovvek^obe  retain- 
ed with  firm  compression.  In  a 
short  time  the  pulse  became  bet- 
ter, and  he  appeared  somewhat 
revived.  He  then  took  a  drachm 
of  the  tinct.  opii.  I  then  left  him, 
with  directions  to  give  him  an 
enema  of  gruel  as  soon  as  it  could 
hie  prepared. 

At  7,  P.  M.,  I  found  him  in  as 
much  distress  as  before,  but  he 
had  been  easier  for  a  short  time 
after  my  leaving  him.  Pulse 
fuller,  and  getting  hard  ;  bowels 
to  the  feel  natural.  Pressure 
could  hardly  be  said  to  increase 
the  pain ;  at  least,,  the  patient 
had  not  the  power  of  evincing  a 
higher  degree  of  it  than  he  con- 
stantly manifested.  I  repeated 
the  bleeding  to  the  amount  of 
twelve  ounces.  It  afforded  no 
relief.  It  was  now  apparent,  that 
if  the  extreme  suffering  of  the 
patient  could  not  be  relieved  or 
mitigated,  vitality  would  speedily 
be  exhausted.  I  gave  him  two 
drachms  of  the  tinct.  opii,  in  hot 
brandy  and  water,  with  directions 
to  repeat  one  drachm  every  fifteen 
minutes  till  some  relief  was  af- 
forded. The  frictions  and  fomen- 
tations were  continued,  and  a  free 
use  of  Warm  mucilaginous  drinks 
was  directed.  The  enema  that 
was  prescribed  at  the  previous 
visit  had  been  given  and  repeated, 
and  had  not  been  discharged.  I 
DOW  ascertained  from  the  patient 
that  he  had  had  free  eviicuations 
from  the  bladder    and    bowels, 


shortly  previous  to  receiving  the 
injury. 

Half  past  9,  P.  M.,  found  him 
relieved  ;  disposed  to  sleep  ;  evi- 
dently under  the  influence  of  the 
opium ;  perfectly  sensible  ;  skin 
moist ;  respiration  easy  ;  extremi- 
ties warm  ;  abdomen  not  swollen, 
but  now  pain  evidently  much  in- 
creased on  pressure  ;  pulse  130, 
distinct  and  less  hard.  Tincture 
'  as  before  directed. 

Tuesday,  half  past  6,  A.  M. 
Patient  in  the  intensest  agony  ; 
had,  however,  remained,  during 
the  early  and  middle  part  of  the 
night,  stupidly  quiet ;  had  slept 
some,  with  intervals  of  delirium. 
Complains  now  of  great  pain  in 
the  scrotum  ;  no  external  appear- 
ance of  injury.  1  was  prepared 
with  a  catheter,  supposing  it  pos- 
sible that  some  injury  might  have 
been  given  the  bladder,  which 
would  prevent  the  voluntary  dis- 
charge of  its  contents ;  but  on  in- 
quiry I  found  that  it  had  been 
freely  evacuated  during  the  night. 
N6  discharge  from  the  bowels  had 
occurred.  Directed  the  hot  ap- 
plications to  be  continued  ;  tinct. 
opii,  one  drachm  every  fifteen 
minutes,  in  hot  spirit  and  water, 
and  the  enema  to  be  repeated. 

Half  past  8.  Visit,  in  consul- 
tation with  Dr.  Geo.  Hayward. 
Patient  nearly  exhausted  ;  extre- 
mities getting  cold;  pulse  not  per- 
ceptible ;  perfectly  rational,  and 
aware  that  he  must  soon  die* 
Repeat  brandy  and  water. 

Death,  half  past  10,  A.M. 

-Post-mortem  examination  four 
hours  after  death,  in  presence  of 
my  friends,  the  Drs.  Hayward, 
Lewis,  and  Walker.  On  raising 
the  abdominal  parietes,  the  ex- 
ternal surface  of  the  intestines 
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that  was  exposed,  presented  the 
scarlet  blush  of  recent.and  severe 
iDflammatioD  ;  they  were  slightly 
adherent  fronn  the  effusion  of  coa- 
gulable  lymph;  a  dark  and  sanious 
fluid  was  perceived  in  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen,  floating  in  which 
were  particles  of  apparently  ve- 
getable food.  In  order  to  ascer- 
tain with  precision,  and  exactly 
the  nature  and  situation  of  the  in- 
jury, the  intestines  were  very 
carefully  traced  from  the  sto- 
ffuach,  downwards.  At  about  the 
superior  third  of  the  ilium,  a  rent 
was  discovered  sufficiently  large 
to  admit  of  the  introduction  of  the 
extremity  of  the  thumb.  No  oth- 
er derangement  was  discovered  in 
the  other  organs  contained  within 
the  abdomen.  The  other  cavities 
of  the  body  were  not  examined. 

The  rupture  of  the  ilium  was, 
of  course,  sufficient  to  account 
for  all  the  symptoms  of  the  case, 
and  demonstrates  most  satisfacto- 
rily the  diagnosis  previously  en- 
tertained. 

In  cases  of  rupture  of  an  intes- 
tine, unaccompanied  with  a  pene* 
trating  wound  of  the  abdomen,  no 
iostances  that  I  know  of  are  re- 
corded where  recovery  ensued. 
Indeed,  if  an  individual,  manifest- 
ing the  most  certain  and  positive 
apfearances  of  such  an  injury, 
should  recover,  there  would  still 
be  much  room  to  doubt  if,  in  this 
particular  case,  the  intestine  was 
actually  ruptured.  If  the  patient 
should  survive  the  immediate 
shock  which  a  blow,  sufficient  to 
produce  such  an  injury,  would  im- 
press on  the  system,  the  extensive 
inflammation  which  would  almost 
immediately  occur,  and  be  con- 
stantly kept  up  by  the  contieots  of 
the  intestines  continually  escaping 
into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  could 
flot  fail  soon  to  destroy  life.    Iq 


cases  where  great  and  severe  in- 
jury has  been  inflicted  on  any  of 
the  important  organs  contained  in 
the  abdomen,  the  shock  given  to 
the  whole  system  will,  perhaps, 
manifest  itself  by  a  train  of  gene- 
ral'symptoms  pretty  nearly  alike. 
Thus,  in  extreme  cases,  the  se- 
verity of  the  injury  will  at  once 
exhaust  the  living  principle  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  prevent  any 
reaction,  and  death  will,  either 
instantaneously  or  in  a  very  short 
time,  ensue.  In  other  instances, 
the  system  will,  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  react,  and  life  may 
be  prolonged  from  six  hours,  to 
two,  three,  or  four  days.  Parti- 
cular symptoms  will  show  whe- 
ther the  continuity  of  the  intes-* 
tines  has  been  destroyed, — whe- 
ther the  liver  or  its  ligaments 
have  been  torn, — whether  an  im- 
portant bloodvessel  has  been  open- 
ed, or  the  bladder  ruptured. 

The  indications  of  treatment, 
in  the  period  of  exhaustion  imme- 
diately consequent  upon  the  gene- 
ra] shock,  are,  difl*usible  and  gene- 
ral stimulants,  internally  given  and 
externally  applied,  in  proportion 
to  the  more  or  less  depressed 
state  of  the  system.  Whign  re- 
action occurs,  perhaps  the  best, 
treatment  would  be  that  which 
resulted  from  the  supposition  of 
the  greatest  possible  injury  having 
occurred,  compatible  with  the 
continuance  of  life.  This  would 
be  to  adopt  the  most  rigorous  an- 
tif)hlogistic  measures.  If  the  in- 
jury has  gone  beyond  the  point 
which  indicated  this  treatment, 
art  is  of  no  avail, — the  patient 
must  die.  The  extreme  suffering 
can  only  be  for  a  short  period 
partially  mitigated  by  large  doses 
of  opiates  and  cordials, 

Boston^  January  12,  1829. 
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III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM  FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Dysentery  Urminaiing  in  Gangrene^ 
and  Perforation  of  the  Intestines. 
— Encephaloid  Tumor  of  the  Li' 
rer,  penetrating  into  the  Thorax, 
Cicatrix  in  the  substanu  of  the 
Brain. 

Jul.  Houlier,  tetat.  63,  of  an 
-athletic  constitution,  and  habitu- 
ally in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent 
health,  having,  for  three  tveeks, 
been  affected  with  great  debility, 
loss  of  appetite,  pains  in  the  bow- 
els, and  sanguineous  diarrhoea, 
ivas,  on  the  11th  of  June,  admit- 
ted into  the  Hotel  Dieu,  at  Nantes. 
At  this  period  he  complained  of 
anorexia,  violent  colic  pains,  and 
tenesmus ;  the  abdomen  was  some- 
what tympanitic,  but  not  tender 
on  pressure  ;  the  tongue  was  red 
and  dry  ;  the  thirst  violent ;  skin 
dry  add  hot ;  the  pulse  natural  : 
the  daily  number  of  stools  varied 
from  ten  to  twelve.  He  had  a 
large  cicatrix  on  the  right  cheek) 
extending  from  the  middle  of  the 
molar  bone  over  the  zygomatic 
arch,  to  the  temporal  suture  ;  it 
was  the  consequence  of  a  wound 
which  he  had  received  in  the  war 
of  La  Vendee.  After  the  repeat- 
ed application  of  leeches  to  the 
amis,  and  under  the  use  of  muci- 
laginous potions,  the  diarrhoBa 
diminished,  but  the  fever  aug-. 
mented,  and  delirium  acceded. 

On  the  15th,  the  pulse  was 
very  full,  strong,  and  frequent ; 
the  skin  hot ;  face  puffed  up;  con- 
junctiva injected  ;  eyes  bright ; 
tongue  red  and  moist ;  the  abdo- 
men was  free  from  pain,  and  there 
was  DO  diarrhoea,  but  furious  deli- 
rium. The  patient  having  been 
twice  bled,  the  affection  of  the 
bead  and  the  fever  subsided,  but 


the  diarrhoea  reappeared  with 
increased  violence  and  frequency; 
the  stools  were  very  foetid,  and 
sometimes  passed  involuntarily  ; 
the  abdomen  was  somewhat  ten- 
der on  pressure;  six  leeches  were 
applied  to  it. 

On  the  24th,  the  countenance 
of  the  patient  was  suddenly  alter- 
ed, very  pale,  and  expressive  of 
the  greatest  anxiety;  the  abdomen 
was. perfectly  free  from  pain;  the 
stools  were  involuntary,  and  had  a 
truly  gangreiious  smell  ;  the  ex- 
tremities were  cold  ;  the  pulse 
could  not  be  felt^&c,  ao^  in  the 
evening  he  expired. 

Inspectio  cadaoeris* — Under  the 
cicatrix  of  the  face  the  integu- 
ments  were  firmly  adherent  to 
the  bones,  and  the  squamous  por- 
tion of  the  temporal  bone  consist- 
ed 6nly  of  a  very  thin  osseous 
layer,  so  that,  on  the  least  pres- 
sure, the  scalpel  entered  iato  the 
cavity  of  the  brain.  The  iotemal 
surface  of  the  right  temporal  bone 
was  rough,  and  covered  with  os- 
seous and  cartilaginous  excres- 
cences, to  which  the  coverings  of 
the  brain  were  firmly  attached. 
The  pia  mater  was  much  inject- 
ed, and  contained  a  small  quantity 
of  serum.  In  the  anterior  and 
middle  portion  of  the  right  hemis- 
phere, a  cellular  intersection  was 
found,  corresponding  with  the  ex- 
ternal wound,  and  going  through 
the  substance  of  the  brain  towards 
the  lateral  ventricle,  from  which 
it  was  separated  by  a  very  thia 
layer  of  medullary  substance. 
This  intersection  showed  a  large 
and  compressed  cyst,  divided  into 
a  number  of  small  cells,  which 
were  filled  with  a  serous  liquid, 
and  the  parietes  of  which  were 
of  such  a  delicate  structure  that 
they  burst  on  the  slightest  pres- 
«are.    The  medullary  substance 
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round  this  cellular  iDtersection, 
and  the  other  parts  of  the  brain, 
exhibited  no  morbid  alteration ; 
the  left  lung  was  slightly  adherent 
to  the  pleura,  but  in  a  healthy 
condition  ;  that  of  the  right  was, 
at  its  inferior  surface,  firmly  ad- 
herent to  the  diaphragm,  by  means 
of  a  fibro-cartilaginous  tissue, 
which,  having  been  divided,  in 
order  to  obtain  access  to  the  apo- 
neurotic centre  of  the  diaphragm, 
the  latter  was  found  perforated  to 
a  considerable  eictent.  The  up- 
per part  of  the  right  lung  was 
healthy  ;  its  inferior  lobe  contain- 
ed an  excavation  of  the  size  of  an 
orange,  which  was  filled  by  a 
green,  putrid,  and  very  foetid 
matter.  The  heart  was  healthy. 
The  perforation  of  the  diaphragm 
was  an  inch  in  diameter ;  its  mar- 
gins were  softened,  and  in  a  con- 
dition approaching  to  that  of  en- 
cephaloid  tumors.  The  surface 
of  the  liver  was  very  rough,  and 
adherent  to  the  diaphragm,  by 
means  of  a  fibro-cartilaginous  tis- 
sue, which  being  removed,  an 
enormous  excavation  was  found  in 
the  liver,  communicating  with  the 
aperture  in  the  diaphragm,  and 
filled  with  a  thick,  putrid,  pulta- 
ceous  matter.  It  occupiednear- 
ly  the  whole  of  the  upper  half  of 
the  liver,  and  presented,  in  its 
centre,  a  >softened  encephaloid 
tumor,  which  was  united  to  the 
tissue  of  the  liver  by  means  of  a 
very  delicate  cellulo-vascular 
texture,  from  which  it  could  be 
easily  detached.  The  peritone- 
um and  epiploon  exhibited  some 
traces  of  inflammation,  and  the 
intestines  were  adherent  to  one 
another.  The  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach,  duodenum,  and 
small  intestines,  was  healthy;  that* 
of  the  large  intestines  was  exten- 
sively ulcerated  and  gangrenous. 


In  the  middle  of  the  transverse 
portion  of  the  colon  there  was  an 
eschar  of  two  inches  in  diameter, 
which,  in  its  circumference,  bad 
produced  a  perforation.  The 
vena  cava  contained  a  thick,  dark- 
colored  blood,  in  which  some 
whitish  matter  was  found,  which 
had  much  resemblance  to  the  li- 
quid contained  in  the  cavity  of 
the  liver. — Rivw  Midicak. 

Epilepsy  of  fourteen  Years^  Dura- 
Han — Recovery, 

A  woman,  aged  55,  was  admit- 
ted in  the  month  of  September  at 
La  Charite,  who  had  labored  un- 
der daily  attacks  of  epilepsy  sinca 
the  year  1814.  When  brought 
to  the  hospital  she  had  two  tita 
daily.  During  several  years  she 
had  suffered  from  occasional  at« 
tacks  of  hematemesis  and  uterine 
haemorrhage.  She  was  in  good 
condiiion,  her  strength  and  diges* 
tion  unimpaired,  and  no  disease 
about  the  uterus  to  be  detected 
by  examination.  Copious  blood- 
letting was  tried  without  benefit^ 
Ten  days  after  admission  she  was^ 
taken  with  the  epidemic  preva^ 
lent  in  Paris,  and  the  epilepsy 
disappeared.  The  symptoms  of 
the  epidemy  continued  twelve, 
days,  after  which  a  new  series  of 
phenomena  presented  tbemselvea 
— namely,  haemorrhages  from  the 
different  mucous  membranes^ 
Copious  bleeding  occurred  from 
the  nose,  stomach,  bronchi,  vagi* 
na,  and  rectum  ;  but  these  organs, 
except  merely  the  discharge, 
showed  no  sign  of  disease.  The 
epidemic  complaint  diminished 
during  this  time,  and  then  disap- 
peared. After  this  the  haemor- 
rhages ceased  ;  and,  lastly,  the 
patient  quitted  the,  hospital  cured 
of  the  epilepsy  and  in  good  health. 
— JHed.  Gazette. 
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Retroversion  of  the  Uterus. 

A  paper  by  Mr.  Baynham,  of 
Birmingbam,  was  read  before  the 
Medico*Chirurgioal  Society,  De- 
cember 9,  1828,  in  which  he  de- 
scribed a  case  of  retroversion  of 
the  uterus  about  the  sixth  month, 
attended  with  great  difficulty  in 
restoring  the  parts  to  their  natu- 
ral situation.  The  symptoms, 
from  pressure  on  the  bladder  and 
neighboring  parts,  being  extreme- 
ly violent,  Mr.  Baynham  at  length, 
all  other  means  having  failed,  in- 
troduced a  trochar  into  the  vagina, 
and  punctured  the  uterus  twice. 
It  appears  that  both  apertures 
were  made  through  the  placenta, 
a  portion  of  the  liquor  amnii  was 
evacuated,  and  the  womb  replac- 
ed in  its  proper  position.  The 
author  stated,  that  in  his  attempts 
at  reduction,  he  introduced  the 
whole  hand  into  the  rectum  ;  and 
alluded  to  a  case  in  which  the 
practitioner  had  introduced  the 
whole  hand  into  the  gut,  while  an 
SiSeisidLni  simultaneously  introduced 
his  into  the  vagina  !  The  author 
referred  to  several  cases  in  cor- 
roboration of  his  proposal  to  punc- 
ture the  uterus,  when  it  cannot 
otherwise  be  restored  ;  but  cases 
in  which  any  danger  occurs  from 
retroversion  are  to  extremely 
rare,  that  the  practice,  even  if 
good,  can  scarcely  ever  be  ne- 
cessary. 

Chhruret  of  Lime  and  of  Sodium 
in  Bums. 

M.  Lisfranc,  at  La  Piti^,  uses 
these  applications  with  great  suc- 
cess. Yet  the  vesicles  are  not 
opened  for  three  days,  which  is 
decidedly  wrong  :  they  should  be 
opened  as  soon  as  formed,  and  the 
practitioner  who  has  once  tried 
this  practice  will  constantly  have 
recourse  to  it.  The  French  be- 
gin with  poultices,  and,  when  the 


epidermis  is  removed,  keep  tha 
surface  covered  with  lint  wetted 
with  the  solutions  above  mention- 
ed, whose  strength  should  be  such 
as  to  excite  warmth.  The  prac- 
tice of  applying  salt  is  as  old  as 
the  time  of  Clowes,  who  dissolved 
it  in  onion  juice,  and  considered  it 
a  '^  sovereign  remedy"  for  burns 
and  scalds. 

Pustular  Venereal  Eruption^  treat* 
ed  by  the  Subcarbonate  of  •Sm" 
monia. 

P.  M.,  S8  years  old,  emaciated, 
and  of  a  very  weak  constitution^ 
observed,  in  the  month  of  July,  a 
particular  eruption  on  his  fore- 
head ;  this  having  been  suppress- 
ed for  a  time,  by  a  nostrum,  the 
composition  of  which  was  un- 
known, soon  returned  again,  with 
a  tendency  to  form  ulcers,  and 
began  to  spread  over  the  whole 
body.  On  his  admission  into  the 
St.  Louis  Hospital,  in  September, 
under  the  care  of  M.  Biett,  he 
was  in  the  following  state  :*— Al- 
most the  whole  of  his  body,  but 
especially  the  inferior  extremities, 
were  covered  with  ulcerating 
pustules  of  different  sizes  ;  in  the 
centre  of  each  pustule  there  was 
a  prominent,  black,  very  hard 
crust,  surrounded  by  a  white  ul- 
cerating margin  ;  the  epidermis 
round  the  glcers  presented  a  cop- 
per-colored de&ned  areola.  In 
those  pustules,  where  the  crusts 
had  been  detached,  the  surface 
was  excavated,  much  injected, 
and  covered  by  greyish-white 
tenacious  matter  ;  the  skin,  be- 
tween the  pustules,  exhibited  li- 
vid blotches,  the  scars  of  former 
ulcers.  The  patient  had,  in 
1814,  successively  been  affected 
with  gonorrhoea,  chancre,  and 
bubo,  and  bad  never  had  recourse 
to  a  proper  mercurial  treatment ; 
he  was  married,  and  his  wife,  who 
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had  borae  several  healthy  child- 
reD,  had  never  presented  any  signs 
of  infection.  His  general  health 
was  good. 

M.  Biett,  having  for  some  time 
employed  cinnabar  fumigations, 
and  the  alkaline  bath,  prescribed 
the  subcarbonate  of  ammonia,  from 
the  use  of  which,  he  had,  in  simi- 
lar cases,  observed  very  satisfac- 
tory effects.  The  patient  took  a 
drachm  daily,  and  this,  being 
borne  very  well,  and  without  the 
least  disturbance  of  the  digestive 
organs,  was  afterwards  increased 
to  two,  and  even  to  three,  drachms. 
The  crusts  were  gradually  detach- 
ed, and  the  excavated  ulcers  be- 
came more  superficial,  and  as- 
sumed a  healthy  appearance  ;  so 
that  the  patient,  after  having  used 
the  subcarbonate  of  ammonia  for 
twenty  days,  was  perfectly  cured. 

Psoricuis    InvetercUa    successfully 
treated  by  the  Arsenical  Solution. 

Xav.  Host,  aetat.  S9,  of  a  vigor- 
ous constitution,  was,  on  the  7th 
of  September,  admitted  into  the 
St.  Louis  Hospital,  under  the 
care  of  M.  Biett.  Having,  up  to 
his  eighteenth  year,  enjoyed  good 
health,  he  observed,  at  this  peri- 
od, without  any  previous  cause, 
a  scaly  eruption  on  his  legs  and 
thighs  ;  the  scales  were  very 
small,  dry,  of  a  whitish  color,  and 
slightly  adherent  to  the  skin,  from 
which  they  were  detached  by  the 
least  friction,  leaving  some  eleva- 
tion and  redness.  In  this  state 
the  patient  continued  for  several 
years,  without  any  disturbance  of 
the  constitution  ;  sometimes,  es- 
pecially in  winter,  the  eruption 
disappeared  entirely  ;  but,  on  re- 
turning, it  insensibly  extended 
over  the  whole  body,  and  the 
scales  began  to  change  into  thick 
crusts,  which  were  firmly  attach- 
ed to  the  skin.    During  the  last 


three  years  he  had  been  'much 
addicted  to  drinking,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  disease  had 
become  so  serious  as  to  induce 
him  to  seek  for  medical  aid. 
When  admitted  into  the  Hospital 
he  had,  for  the  last  six  months, 
been  in  the  following  state: — The 
whole  body,  with  the  exception  of 
the  parts  exposed  to  the  air,  and 
the  genitals,  was  covered  with 
large,  irregularly  oval  crusts,  of 
different  thicknesses  ;  their  sur*- 
face  was  beset  with  white  scales, 
which,  according  to  their  longer 
or  shorter  standing,  were  more  or 
less  firmly  attached  to  the  parts 
beneath.  The  skin  over  the  joints, 
and  of  the  thighs,  was  covered 
with  very  thick,  rigid  crusts,  with 
large  furrows  filled  by  a  bloody 
ichorous  matter,  so  that  the  pa- 
tient was  almost  entirely  deprived 
of  the  use  of  his  limbs.  His  ge- 
neral health  was  not  affected,  his 
digestion  was  good,  &c.  After  a 
bleeding  of  ten  ounces,  and  the 
use  of  some  aperients,  M.  Biett 
prescribed  the  arsenical  solution, 
of  which  the  patient  took  four 
drops  daily,  and  this  dose  was  af- 
terwards gradually  increased  to 
twelve  drops.  The  effect  on  the 
cutaneous  disease  was  astonishing; 
the  crusts,  which  before  had  been 
remarkable  for  their  rigidity  and 
torpid  appearance,  graduhlly  de- 
tached themselves  from  the  skin, 
leaving,  at  first,  large  red  blotch- 
es, which  were  again  covered 
with  scales,  but  after  repeated 
desquamation  the  integuments 
gradually  assumed  their  natural 
color  and  appearance,  so  that  it 
was  found  unnecessary  to  continue- 
the  use  of  the  medicine  for  more 
than  four  weeks,  after  which  pe- 
riod, the  vapor-bath  having  been 
employed  for  some  time,  the  pa- 
tient was  perfectly  cured. 

Journal  IJebdomadaire. 
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IV. 

REPORTS    OF  CASES  IN  PRIVATE 
PRACTICE. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

Ca$es  illustrating  the  Use  of  Ergot 

•  t«  Parturition^ 
1.  ]V1r8.  S.,  the  subject  of  Ihis  arti- 
cle, is  the  mother  of  several  children, 
and  in  all  her  labors,  excepting  one, 
has  suffered  from  flood ings,  either 
before  or  immediately  after  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  placenta.  In  some  of 
these  cases  she  lost  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  blood,  and  remained  io  a 
state  of  collapse  for  several  hours. 
She  lost  a  sister  in  the  country  from 
the  same  cause. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  last 
March,  on  getting  out  of  bed,  uterine 
haemorrhage  suddenly  came  on,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  she  lost  a  large 
•  quantity  of  blood.  I  saw  her  about 
lialf  an  hour  after.  She  was  lying 
on  the  bed,  gasping  for  breath,  the 
countenance  very  pale,  and  the  pulse 
very  feeble,  but  distinct.  The  sur- 
face of  the  body  was  cold.  She  was 
at  the  end  of  the  eighth  month  of 
pregnancy  with  her  tenth  child.  On 
making  an  examination,  I  ascertained 
that  the  placenta  was  not  over  the 
mouth  of  the  uterus  ;  the  head  could 
be  felt  through  the  neck  of  the  ute- 
rus at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  ;  the  os 
tincse  was  nearly  closed,  though  di- 
latable, and  the  membranes  were 
ruptured.  She  occasionally  felt  a 
slight  pain.  The  flooding  continued, 
though  much  more  moderately  than 
at  first.  From  6  to  9,  A.M.,  means 
were  employed  to  suppress  the  hae- 
morrhage, and  to  support  the  strength, 
with  the  expectation  that  the  labor- 
pains  might  increase,  and  by  deliver- 
ing the  patient,  remove  the  cause  of 
the  danger.  But,  though  the  flooding 
was  much  lessened,  it  was  not  entire- 
ly checked,  the  pulse  rather  flagged 
than  gained  strength,  and  the  pains, 
which  slowly  increased,  were  ^i  long 
Intervals,  and  had  but  little  eflect  in 
dilatiog  the  neck  of  the  oterui.    It 


became  a  question,  then,  what  further 
was  to  be  done.  The  flooding  might 
possibly  be  restrained  by  the  tampimf 
until  labor  was  fully  established,  but 
then  ^he  would  probably  be  exposed 
to  flooding,  either  before  or  after  the 
expulsion  of  the  placenta,  as  had 
been  the  case  in  eight  labors  out  of 
nine.  There  was  no  certainty  that 
the  plugging  of  the  vagina  would  al- 
together prevent  the  haemorrhage, 
and  a  small  additional  loss  of  blood 
might  prove  fatal.  The  only  method 
of  efiectually  checking  the  flooding, 
was  that  of  turning  the  child,  and  by 
efiecting  ihei  delivery,  to  remove  the 
source  of  the  danger.  This  opera- 
tion was  determined  on,  and  it  ac- 
corded with  the  opinion  of  Dr.  C, 
who  passed  the  house  at  the  time, 
and  was  called  in.  At  half  past  9, 
A.M.,  the  hand  was  introduced  into 
the  uterus,  though  the  resistance  at 
the  neck  of  that  organ  was  greater 
than  was  anticipated.  There  was 
no  pulsation  in  the  child.  When 
the  feet  were  brought  down,  a  smart 
pain  came  on,  which  forced  tbe  head 
partly  into  the  pelvis^  and  the  child 
was  rather  doubled  than  turned.  But 
this  difficulty  was  soon  remedied,  by 
fixing  a  noose  around  one  of  the  an- 
kles, and  drawing  gently  upon  the 
string  with  one  hand,  while  the  other 
was  employed  in  pushing  up  the 
head.  So  soon  as  the  turning  was 
completed,  and  before  any  attempt 
was  made  at  extraction,  a  full  dose 
of  infusion  of  ergot  was  given.  la 
about  five  minutes,  its  eflect  on  the 
uterus  became  evident ;  strong  con- 
tractions of  the  organ  took  place, 
accompanied  by  the  nisus  which  is 
observable  after  the  administration 
of  that  substance.  The  child  was 
soon  excluded,  and  it  was  followed 
almost  immediately  by  the  placenta 
and  a  large  and  firm  coagulum.  The 
uterus  contracted  to  a  small  size,  and 
remained  so,  though  to  secure  its 
permanent  contraction  a  second  dose 
of  ergot  was  given. 

Immediately  after  delivery,  Mrs. 
S,  baoame  exceedingly  faint,  an.d  the 
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state  of  collapse  cootiooed  for  thir- 
teen boors.  At  6,  P.  M.,  the  symp- 
toms*  were,  extreme  paleness  and 
eoldoess  of  the  surfnce;  harried  res- 
piratioD,  a  thread-like  and  frequent 
palsoy  and  gasping  for  breath ;  bat 
there  was  no  restlessness  or  jactita- 
tion. At  11,  P.  M.|  reaction  took 
place,  after  which  she  recovered,  and 
left  her  chamber  in  less  than  a  month. 
As  there  was  no  perceptible  flood- 
ing, either  external  or  internal,  afler 
the  delivery,  the  means  employed  to 
restore  her  were  those  of  support 
and  nourishment. 

2.  A  lady  of  small  stature,  deli- 
cate organization,  and  feeble  habit, 
was  su'hject  to  flooding  after  delivery. 
I  had  attended  her  in  six  successive 
labors,  in  five  of  which  this  accident 
happened.  The  children  and  pla- 
centae, particularly  the  latter,  were 
large.  In  one  of  the  labors,  howe- 
ver, the  child  was  rather  below  me- 
dion  size,  and  the  placenta  adhered 
firmly  throaghoat  its  whole  extent. 
It  was  taken  away,  and  the  stimulus 
of  the  band,  probably,  produced  so 
firm  a  contraction  of  the  uterus  as  to 
prevent  any  subsequent  hsemorrhage. 
In  the  6r$t  months  of  her  tenth  pregr 
nancy,  she  was  much  reduced  by 
cough,  embarrassment  of  respiration, 
and  haemoptysis.  These  symptoms 
were  removed  about  the  seventh 
Bonlh,  and  she  regained,  in  a  great 
Measure,  her  health  and  strength. 
As  I  was  anxious  to  prevent  flooding 
fi-om  taking  place  as  usual,  after  de- 
livery, because  she  had  been  reduced 
m  h^  previous  labors,  from  this 
cause,  to  an  almost  desperate  state, 
I  determined  to  try  the  eflect  of  er- 
got. Labor  came  on  at  full  Jtime,  on 
the  night  of  the  l6th  of  September 
last.  I  saw  her  at  8  o'clock  the  next 
morning:  The  membranes  were 
roplorc^  about  an  hour  before  ;  the 
breech  presented,  and  the  os  uteri 
w«s  dilating.  Fifteen  minutes  before 
9,  the  breech  having  descended  into 
the  pelvis,  I  gave  a  strong  dose  of 
isfusion  of  ergot«  In  a  few  minutes, 
the  pains  increased,  and  afterwards 


became  very  frequent,  with  a  con- 
stant eflbrt  at  bearing  down.  The  ^ 
child  was  excluded  at  half  past  9. 
Some  delay  was  occasioned  by  the 
size  of  the  head,  but  as  regular  pul- 
sation continued  in  the  cord,  no  great 
efibrts  were  made  to  extract  it.  An- 
other dose,  but  less  in  quantity,  of 
the  ergot  was  then  given.  The  ute- 
rus felt  firm.  In  a  few  minutes, 
contraction  again  took  place,  and  a 
very  large  placenta  was  expelled. 
About  six  ounces  of  coagulum  came 
with  it,  and  the  uterus  immediately 
shrunk  to  a  small  size.  There  was 
no  subsequent  flooding  nor  after- 
pains. 

In  this  case,  the  child  and  placenta 
were  both  much  above  medium  size, 
and  in  reasoning  from  the  circum- 
stances of  her  former  labors,  there 
is  the  greatest  probability  that  flood- 
ing would  have  taken  place,  if  the  er- 
got had  not  been  administered.      G. 

WEBSXY   KSrOHT  OF    DXATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Endiiif  February  7,  at  aooa. 

/em.  80.  Sarah  Harris,  84  jrs. 

George  Haot,  4& 

George  Smilh,  49 

Martha  A  ppIetoDy  81^ 

81.  Hannah  Tileston,  64 

Ephraini  Wildea,  46 

Hannah  Boy  den,  85 

George  W.  Loring,  14  mo 
Anna  McAdam  Codinui»       2  yn. 

Feb.  1.  John  Hoeea,  74 
Catharine  H.  Prescott,  4 

Mary  E.  Kamao«,  6 

2.  Jeremiah  Kahlor,  86 

•      Jobs  Fisher,  66 

Catharine  Lvy»  86 

Sarah  Down,  62 

Freeman  Simpson,  12  mo. 
Angelina  Harrington,  2  yrs. 

Daughter  of  Phinehas  Dow,  1  day 

8.  Joshua  Loring',  49  yrs. 

Edward  Doyle,  46 

Cebil  Cartle,  80 

4.  Margaret  K.  Williams,  11  mo. 

Sally  Skinner,  88  yrs. 

Joseph  Harrington,  75 
Edward  Leeds,  5  mo. 

6.  James  M.  Bugbee,  22  yrs. 
Margaret  Harris,  10 
Jacob  Barstow,  46 

7.  Sarah  Peirce,  74 
Apoplexy,  1— bnun  feVer,  2— eonsoniptioQ* 

5— convulsions,  1— enlargement  of  the  heart, 
1— infantile,  l->intemperance,  I — lung  feyer, 
4— old  age,  8— palsy,  1— unknown, 6.  Males. 
14— FMDstos,  16.    StiUbo»,l.    Total,  81. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

CURVED  SPINE. 

DR.  GRIGG  informs  the  Profession 
that  he  has  latelj  ma^e  a  new  and 
important  improvement  in  machines  for 
Diseases  of  the  Spine.  From  his  success 
in  its  application,  and  from  the  unqualifi- 
ed approbation  it  has  received  from  the 
most  distingfuished  Surgeons  and  Physi- 
cians in  Boston,  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, he  confidently  presents  it  to  pub- 
lic notice. 

The  benefit  attendant  on  its  use  con- 
vinces him  that  most  of  the  cases  of  de» 
formity  dependent  on  curvature  of  the 
tpine,  may  be  perfectly  cured,  and  many 
of  those  which  have  been  considered  in- 
curable may  by  this  apparatus  be  very 
much  relieyed.  Feb.  8. 

Boston,  30  ndtkinion  Street, 


MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE 
AT  BOWDOIN  COLLEGE, 

THE  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at 
the  Medical  School  of  Maine,  will 
commence  at  Brunswick  on  Tuesday, 
February  24,  1829,  and  will  continue 
three  months. 

TheoQf  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  Jour 
DxLAMATTBR,  M.D.,  Prof.  of  Surgeij 
Western  CoL  Phys.  and  Sui§.  N.  York. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  PAB.KJE& 
Clsaveland,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Surg^ery,  John  D.  Wjclls, 
M.D. 

Obstre tries,  James  McKeav,  M.D, 

Deg^rees  are  conferred,  after  the  usual 
•xamination,  at  the  close  of  the  Lectures, 
and  at  the  annual  commencement  in 
September. 

The  Library  and  Cabinet 'have  receiv- 
ed considerable  additions,  and  the  Lec- 
ture-Rooms have  been  enlarg^ed,  since 
the  last  course  of  Lectures.  4t. 

Brunswick f  Jan,  1,  1829. 

LECTURES  ON  ANATOMY. 

TICKETS  of  admission  to  Dr.  J.  V.  C. 
SMITH'S  Evening  Lectures  on  An- 
atomy, may  be  obtained  at  BREWER  ft 
fiROTHERS,  Apothecaries,  Washington 
Street.  Feb.  17. 


MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHOSCOPE. 

JUST  published  by  Benjamin  Perkins, 
&  Co.,— MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE 
OF  THE  STETHOSCOPE,  being  a  short 
Treatise  on  investigating  Diseases  of  the 
Chest.  From  the  French  of  M.  Collin^ 
with  an  Introduction  and  Plates.  By  a 
Fellow  of.the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 

The  Stethoscope  may  also  be  obtained 
at  above  in  the  most  approved  form. 

ep3w  Jan.  20. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Wh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
tbis  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White% 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recomi- 
mended,  however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 
mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
Tork.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston^  Feb,  6,  1829. 


Publiflhod  weekly,  by  John  Cottok,  at  184,  Washington  8t.  corner  of  Franklin  St.»  to 
whom  all  cominunicatioDs  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  amium,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  poptage  for  tl^s  ii  the  same  ai  for  other  newspapers. 
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Facts  relating  to  the  Influence  of 
decompdsing  Animal  Matter  in 
producing  Fevers. 

Goamamcated  for  th«  Bdston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

(Continued  from  p.  7.) 

hr  the  ^^  Memoirs  of  the  Society 
of  Medicine"  in  Paris,  and  the 
^^  Annals  of  Chemistry,"  we  find 
recorded  some  remarkable  facts 
relating  to  the  non-pestilential 
influence  of  decomposing  animal 
substances.  These  having  been 
intfodiiced  by  Dr.  Bancroft  in  his 
treatise  on  yellow  fever,  we  shall 
avail  oarselTes  of  his  translation, 
together  with  some  remarks  which 
he  has  connected  with  it. 

"  Many  writers  of  celebrity 
hare  tholight  that  no  eflluvia  were 
to  infectious  and  pernicious  to 
mankind  as  those  which  issued 
from  putrefying  human  bodies ; 
and  although  a  century  and  a  half 
has  elapsed  since  Diemerbroeck 
attempted  to  convince  physicians 
that,  at  least,  such  eflluvia  could 
Bot  produce  the  plague,  yet  the 
old  opinion  has  kept  its  ground  ; 
and  it  is  still  believed,  that,  in 
their  milder  state,  they  may  cause 
putrid  fevers,  and,  in  their  more 
concentrated  state,  a  true  pesti- 
lence. There  are  facts,  howe- 
ver, on  a  large  scale,  which  com- 


pletely decide  this  question  ; — 
two  of  these  deserve  particular 
notice. 

"  The  first  relates  to  the  ex- 
humations made  in  the  church- 
yard of  St.  Eloi,  at  Dunkirk,  in 
the  year  1793  ;  and'  the  other  to 
those  made  three  years  after- 
wards, in  the  church-yard  of  the  - 
Saints  Innocens,  at  Paris.  As  the 
undertakings  and  res\jlts  were 
similar  in  both  instances,  I  shall, 
to  avoid  repetition,  here  describe 
only  the  latter,  which  I  have  pre- 
ferred, becaus'e  the  corpses  here 
taken  up  were  much  more  nume- 
rous than  at  Dunkirk,  and  proba- 
bly constituted  the  greatest  mass 
of  putrefying  animal  matter  of 
which  we  have  any  accurate  in- 
formation. 

'*  The  church-yard  of  the  Saints 
Innocens,  at  Paris,  situated  in  one 
of  the  most  populous  quarters  of 
the  city,  had  been  made  the  de- 
pository of  so  many  bodies,  that, 
although  its  area  enclosed  more 
than  1700  square  toises,  or  near 
two  acres,  yet  the  soil  had  b^en 
raised  by  them  eight  or  ten  feet 
higher  thah  the  level  of  the  ad- 
joining streets;  and  upon  the  most 
moderate  calculation,  considera- 
bly more  than  six  hundred  thou- 
sand bodies  had  been  buried  in  it, 
during  the  last  six  centuries ; 
previous  to  which  date,  it   was 
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already  a  very  ancient  burial 
ground.*  Numerous  complaints 
having  been  made  concerning  the 
oflfensive  smells  which  arose  from 
this  spot,  and  sometimes  pene- 
trated into,  the  adjoining  houses, 
and  the  public  mind  having  been 
greatly  alarmed,  it  was  at  last 
determined  to  forbid  all  future 
burials'  there,  and  to  remove  so , 
much  of  the  superstratum  as 
would  reduce  the  surface  to  the 
level  of  the  streets.  This  worjk 
was  undertaken  in  1786,  under 
the  superintendence  of  M.  Thou- 
ret,  a  physician  of  eminence  in 
Paris,  and  in  two  years  he  accom- 
plished the  removal  of  that  super- 
stratum, almost  the  whole  of 
which  was  impregnated,  or  in- 
fected, as  M.  Thouret  styles  it, 
with  the  remains  of  carcases,  and 
of  quantities  of  filth  and  ordure, 
thrown  upon  it  from  the  adjoining 
bouses. 

*'  *  The  exhumations,'  says  this 
gentleman,  (in  the  narrative  of 
them,  which  he  published  in  the 
Journal  de  Physique,  for   1791  ^ 


*  In  less  than  thirty  years,  more  than 
90,000  corpses  bad  been  deposited  here 
by  the  last  grave-digger.  The  poorer 
inhabitants  were  buried  in  coffins  made  of 
very-  thin  deal  boards,  and  were  regularly 
stowed  as  closely  as  possible,  upon  and 
beside  each  other,  in  large  pits  about  thir- 
ty feet  deep,  and  capable  of  receiving 
each  from  12  to  1500  coffins.  These  pits 
were  gradually  filled  with  coffins,  and 
then  covered  over  with  earth,  about  one 
foot  in  depth,  and  the  bodies  left  to  pu- 
trefy. But  as  the  same  space  was  gene- 
rally wanted,  in  fifteen  or  twenty  years, 
for  other  bodies,  this  mass  of  animal  cor- 
ruption was  then  dug  up,  and  a  like  num- 
ber of  recent  corpses  deposited  in  the 
same  pit ;  and  this  operation  was  succes- 
sively repeated  though  nearly  the  whole 
extent  of  the  church-yard,  frpm  genera- 
tion to  generation,  until  the  earth  itself 
had  been  so  completely  supersaturated 
with  human  putrefaction,  as  to  have  no 
longer  any  action,  or  decomposing  influ- 
6nc«,  on  bodies  buried  there. 


page  258,)  *  were  principally 
executed  during  the  winter,  but 
a  considerable  part  of  them  was 
also  carried  on  during  the  greatest 
heats  of  summer.  They  were  be- 
gun with  every  possible  care,  and 
with  every  known  precaution ; 
but  they  were  afterwards  conti- 
nued, almost  for  the  whole  period 
of  the  operations,  without  em- 
ploying, it  may  be  said,  any  pre- 
caution whatever  ;  yet  no  danger 
manifested  itself  in  the  whole 
course  of  our  labors, — no  accident 
occurred  to  disturb  the  public 
tranquillity.'  This  account  is 
authentic, — and  was  read  before 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Paris.  It  is,  moreover,  con- 
firmed by  the  report  of  M.Four- 
croy,  who  was  joined  in  this  com- 
mission with  M.  Thouret  for  cer- 
tain chemical  objects,  which  re- 
port was  also  read  at  the  Acade- 
my, and  is  printed  in  the  sixth 
volume  of  the  Annales  de  Chimie. 
If  this  result  from  taking  up  near- 
ly twenty  thousand  bodies,  in  dif- 
ferent stages  of  decomposition,*be 
insufficient  alone  for  my  purpose, 
there  is  another  almost  equally 
conclusive  in  its  nature  and  ex- 
tent. It  is  well  known  that  M. 
Berths,  Professor  in  the  School 
of  Medicine  at  Montpelier,  and 
two  of  his  colleagues  in  that  Uni- 
versity, were  sent,  by  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  into  Spain,  to 
examine,  and  report  upon,  the 
nature  of  the  yellow  fever,  which 
has  proved  so  fatal  in  several 
towns  of  Andalusia,  in  1800.  M. 
Berthe  has  published  the  report 
of  the  commission,  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  and  in  it  has  men- 
tioned that,  being,  at  Seville  only 
a  few  months  after  the  epidemic 
had  ceased,  he  frequently  visited 
the  burial  places  just  without  the 
city,  in  uhich  the  victims  of  the 
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fever  had  been  interred  ;  that,  in 
these  excursions,  he  was  accom- 
panied by  the  French  Consul  at 
that  city,  and  had  occasion  to 
converse  much  with  the  guards 
stationed  at  those  places,  and 
with  the  grave-diggers  still  em- 
ployed in  them  ;  and  he  states 
that,  besides  these,  many  thou- 
sands or  the  inhabitants  of  Seville 
also  come  hither,  some^  from  cu- 
riosity, and  others  in  processions, 
to  testify  their  sorrow  and  respect 
for  their  departed  friends.  In 
one  of  these  grounds,  south-west- 
ward of  the  city,  ten  thousand 
bodies  had  been  'buried  ;  in  two 
others,  seven  or  eight  thousand  ; 
and  in  that  of  Triana,  about  four 
thousand. 

**  *  The  heats  of  the  spring,' 
says  M.  Berthe,  (which,  I  need 
not  observe,  are  considerable  at 
Seville,)  ^  were,  at  this  time, 
beginning  to  be  felt,  and  the  ground 
of  these  burial  places  being  clayey, 
was  already  cracked  into  wide 
and  deep  crevices,  through  wliich 
a  foetid  odor  was  exhaled,  the  re- 
sults of  the  decomposition  which 
was  going  on  among  these  heaps 
of  bodies.' 

*^  Filled  with  alarm  at  the  cala- 
mities which  might  be  produced 
by  such  masses  of  putrefaction, 
M.  Berthe  and  his  colleagues  re- 
presented these  supposed  dangers 
to  the  Spanish  government  ;  and 
then  went  to  Cadiz,  where  they 
found  the  churches  more  or  less 
filled  with  putrid  emanations  from 
the  same  causes  ;  but  as  they  did 
not  discover  that  these  supposed 
fomites  of  infection  were  produc- 
tive of  any  disease,  their  fears 
coQcernins:  them  seem  at  length 
to  have  subsided  completely;  for, 
Jn  their  reply  to  the  President 
and  Members  of  the  Board  of 
Health,   who    had    requested    a 


statement  of  their  opinion,  they 
expressly  declare  their  belief, 
that  ^  if  the  yellow  fever  could 
be  reproduced  by  the  efSuvia 
arising  from  putrefying  bodies,  it 
was  evident  that  such  a  misfor- 
tune must  already  have  taken 
place,  through  the  imperfect 
manner  in  ivhich  the  tomBs  and 
vaults,  pointed  out  by  them,  had 
been  closed, — a  defect  which 
they  had  observed  in  the  churches 
that  were  most  frequented.'  Thus, 
it  appears  that  the  putrid  emana- 
tions from  the  bodies  of  many 
thousand  persons,  who  had  recent- 
ly died  of  the  yellow  fever,  did 
not,  and  therefore  could  not,  pro- 
duce that  disorder." 

To  the  preceding  facts  I  knay 
add  another,  which  is  related  by 
a  man  whose  veracity  is  as  little 
to  be  questioned,  as  his  exalted 
philanthropy, — I  mean  John  How- 
ard, in  his  work  on  Lazarettos, 
p.  26.* 

"  The  governor,  at  the  French 
hospital  at  Smyrna,  told  me,  (says 
Mr.  Howard,)  that,  in  the  last 
dreadful  plague  there,  his  house 
was  rendered  almost  intolerable 
by  an  offensive  scent,  especially 
when  he  opened  those  windows 
which  looked  towards  the  great 
burying  ground,  where  numbers 
were  left,  every  day,  unburied  ; 
but  that  it  had  no  effect  on  the 
health  of  himself  or  his  family. 
An  opulent  merchant,  in  this  city," 
adds  he,  ^^  likewise  told  me,  that 
he  and  his  family  had  felt  the 
same  inconvenience  without  any 
bad  consequences." 

If  the  exhalations  from  piles  of 
bodies  destroyed  by  the  plague 
itself,  and  corrupting  in  the  open 
air,  were  thus  incapable  of  gene- 
rating the  contagion  either  of  fe- 

•  Bancroft  on  yellow  fever. 
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yer  or  of  plague,  leren  during  the 
prevalence  of  a  pestiietitial  con- 
Mitution  of  the  atmosphere,  (if 
any  state  of  the  atmosphere  ever 
deserved  that  title,)  it  may,  I 
think,  be  safely  affirmed,  that 
there  are  no  circumstances  under 
which  putrid  animal  matter  can 
be  supposed  ever  to  produce  feb- 
rile contagion. 

The  following  statement  is  ex- 
tracted from  a  letter  written  to 
Dr.  Bancroft  by  Mr.  Lawrence, 
Anatomical  Demonstrator  at  St. 
BartholoAiew's  Hospital,  whose 
character,  talents,  and  profession- 
al acquirements,  have  already,  at 
an  early  part  of  his  life,  greatly 
and  justly  advanced  him  in  the 
road  to  eminence.  It  was  dated 
February  21,  1809. 

^^In  a  constant  attendance  at 
'St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  for 
more  than  ten  years,  I  have  never 
seen  any  illness  produced  by  the 
closest  attention  to  ailatomical 
pursuits,  except  such  as  might  be 
expected  to  follow  from  a  similar 
confinement  and  application  to  any 
other  employment.  When  it  is 
considered  that  most  of  the  stu- 
dents come  from  the  country,  and 
that  many  spend  much  time  in 
dissection,  being  employed  also  in 
writing,  reading,  &c.  during  the 
rest  of  the  day,  it  will  not  be  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  their 
health  should  occasionally  suffer  : 
but  the  iiulisposition  has  never  ap- 
peared to  derive  any  peculiar 
character  from  the  exposure  of 
the  subject  to  putrid  effluvia.  Of 
course  you  will  except  from  this 
observation,  the  effects  which 
may  arise  from  the  absorption  of 
noxious  matter  from  vpounds  re- 
ceived in  disseotion.  It  has  not 
appeared  to  me,  that  ill  conse- 
quences of  that  description  follow 
more  frequently  from  the  dissec- 


tion of  the  most  putrid,  than  from 
that  of  recent  bodies.  The  fol- 
lowing particulars  will  afford  the 
most  complete  proofs  that  the 
exhalations  from  decomposing  ani- 
mal substance  are  not  necessarily 
injurious  to  the  human  body.— 
John  Gilmore,  together  with  his 
wife  and  two  sans,  lived  for  ten 
years  in  a  room  under  the  anato- 
mical buildings  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's. The  whole  family  slept, 
as  well  as  spent  the  day,  in  this 
apartment,  which  received  a  very 
small  quantity  of  light,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  single  window  open* 
ing  against  a  high  wall.  The 
room  was  at  the  end  of  a  passage, 
in  whijch  several  tubs  containing 
bones  in  a  state  of  maceration 
were  generally  placed,  and  with 
which  other  divisions  of  the  cel- 
lars communicated,  containing 
large  excavations  for  receiving 
the  refuse  of  the  anatomical 
rooms.  The  latter  were  not  se- 
parated from  the  general  passage 
by  any  door. 

. '  J*  The  animal  matters  thrown 
into  the  receptacles  just  mention- 
ed, are,  I  believe,  converted  into 
adipocire,  and  the  fetor  is  conse- 
quently not  so  offensive  as  if  they 
went  through  the  putrefactive 
process  :  but  the  whole  place  was 
constantly  filled  with  a  close  ca- 
davjBirous  smell,  very  disagreea- 
ble to  any  persons  who  went  down 
from  the  fresh  air.  During  the 
whole  day  Gilmore  was  employed 
about  the  dissecting  room,  in  re- 
moving the  offals,  in  cleaning  ma- 
cerated bones,  in  short,  in  an  al- 
most constant  handling  of  the  most 
putrid  matters.  He  always  en- 
joyed good  health,  was  fat,  and 
possessed  great  bodily  strength. 
He  left  his  situation  in  conse- 
quence of  an  apoplectic  attack, 
and  died  lately,  at  the  age  of  69, 
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after  two  other  similar  affectioiu. 
His  wife  survived,  enjoying  a  good 
state  of  health.  Neither  of  .  his 
SODS  appears  to  have  suffered  frooi 
any  unwholesomeness  of  tbeir 
abode.  They  are  both  hearty  and 
strong,  although  they  have  been 
employed  some  years  in  attending 
the  dissecting  rooms.  But  the 
whole  family  left  the  cellar  soon 
after  the  father's  £rst  attack. 

^'  During  the  time  that  our  very 
numerous  fleet  of  transports  lay 
in  the  bay  of  Aboukir,  many  bo- 
dies of  sailors  who  had  either  died, 
or  had  been  drowned,  were  wash- 
ed' upon  the  shore,  where  they 
remained  unburied,  exposed  to 
the  heat  of  the  sun.  In  riding 
to  Rosetta,  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  along  the  shore.  I  passed 
eighteen  or  twenty  corpses  in  this 
situation.  They  were  in  various 
states  of  putrefaction  ;  but  the 
stench  from  them  all  was  offen- 
sive in  the  highest  degree,  and 
extended  to  more  than  one  hun- 
dred yards.  My  curiosity  led  me 
to  approach  close  to  most  of  them, 
that  I  might  examine  the  changes 
they  had  undergone.  Some  were 
swelled  up  (p  an  enormous  size, 
and  the  skin  seemed  so  distended, 
that  it  appeared  ready  to  burst. 
They  were  often  of  a  dark  brown 
color  ;  some  had  not  yet  come  to 
that  state  ;  others  had  passed  it  ; 
and  the  skin  having  burst  in  seve- 
ral places,  the  air  had  escaped, 
and  they  had  become  more  or^ess 
desiccated,  and  of  a  black  color. 
£very  person  who  had  to  pass 
from  the  camp  to  Rosetta,  was 
obliged  to  come  within  reach  of 
the  vapors  emitted  by  these  bo- 
dies. There  were  orderly  dra- 
goons constantly  passing,  yet  nei- 
ther myself  nor  any  one  else,  as 
far  as  1  could  learn,  was  attacked 
with  fevier  in  consequence  of  our 


exposare  to  these  vapors ;  and  my 
professional  situation  would  pro- 
bably have  enitbled  me  to  learn  if 
any  such  consequence  had  fol- 
lowed." 

Orneos  Descriptio  Pestis,  &o. 
p.  47.  After  stating  that  towards 
the  decline  of  the  plague  in  Mos- 
cow, in  February,  1772,  the  Col- 
lege of  Health  received  informa- 
tion, ^^  hinc  inde  in  domibus  emor- 
titts  et  infectis — cadavera  clan- 
culum"  inhumata  vei  aliter  occul- 
tata  sepeliri ;"  apd  that  they  or- 
dered all  the  houses  to  be  search- 
ed, offered  twenty  roubles  to  in- 
formers, ^^  et  quas  (cadavera)  in 
locis  spatiosis  non  sat  profunde 
inhumata  fuerunt,  eorum  sepul- 
cbra  terra  molta  contegere,  csa- 
tera  vero  nuda  reperta  in  coeme- 
teria  ttansportare  ;"  he  says, 
^*  bac  ratione  circiter  mille  cada- 
vera in  habitationibus  ipsis,  reper- 
ta fuerunt.  Notabile  omnino  fuit 
nemioem  et  vespillonibus,  vei 
aliis  in  negotio  hoc  periculoso  ver- 
santibus  infectum  nedum  morbo 
aliquo  corruptum  fuisse,  quamvis 
tanta  ah  orani  infectione  incolu- 
mitas  vis  ac  ne  vix  qUidem  sperari 
posse  videbatur." 

In  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  of  October  1, 
1810,  may  be  seen  an  account, 
given  by  Dr.  Chisholm,  of  a  man- 
ufactory (of  which  I  had  st>me 
knowledge  from  the  time  of  its 
first  establishment)  ^at  Conham, 
near  Bristol,  destined  for  the  con- 
version of  animal  flesh  into  a  sub- 
stance resembling  spermaceti,  by 
cutting  up  dead  horses^  avses, 
dogs,  &c.  and  putting  their  mus- 
cular parts  into  boxes  with  holes 
for  the  admission  of  water,  and 
afterwards  placing  them  in  pits 
filled  with  water,  while  the  en- 
trails and  useless  parts  of  many 
hundreds  of  carcases  were  left 
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to  putrefy  on  the  surface  of  the 
ground.  And  it  appears  from  Dr. 
Chisholm's  statement,  as  well  as 
from  other  information  which  was 
given  to  me  on  the  subject,  that 
though  the  efSuvia  of  these  putre- 
fying animal  matters  were  highly 
offensive  to  the  overseer  of  this 
manufactory,  and  to  the  workmen 
employed  under  him,  as  well  as 
to  others  within  their  reach,  no 
injury  was  done  by  them  to  the 
health  of  any  person,  during  the 
two  years  in  which  these  opera- 
tions were  continued. 

-In  regard  to  the  morbid  effects 
supposed  to  result  from  the  pu- 
trefaction of  fish,  they  appear,  so 
far  at  least  as  regards  fever,  to 
have  had  no  existence,  but  what 
was  derived  from  the  indiscrimi- 
nating  credulity  of  such  writers  as 
Porestus.  That  a  large  whale 
was  formerly  •  cast  ashore,  and 
suffered  to  putrefy  on  the  sea 
coast,  near  Egmont,  in  North 
Holland,  (a  place  nearly  surround- 
ed by  marshy  or  low  grounds,)  I 
am  willing  to  believe  ;  but  that 
the  fevervvhich  is  said  by  Pores- 
tus (torn.  1,  lib.  6)  to  have  fol- 
lowed that  event,  was  produced 
by  the  whale  rather  than  by 
marsh  miasms,  I  cannot  believe  ; 
because  whales  have  not  been 
found  capable  of  producing  such 
effects  in  later  times,  and  because 
fevers  from  marsh  effluvia  con- 
stantly fall  under  our  observation. 
About  the  year  1788,  a  whale 
was  stranded  on  the  coast  of 
Prance,  near  Havre  de  Grace, 
and  M.  Baussard,  in  an  account 
of  it,  published  in  Rozier's  Jour- 
nal de  Physique,  for  March,  1789, 
says,  '<^  Pendant  que  j'etois  occu- 
py a  dissequer  cegros  animal,  une 
lueur  phosphorique  exhaloit  de 
Pioterieur  de  son  corps,  et  une 
odeur  tres    fetide  de  la   t^te." 


<^  Les  exhalaisons  m'ont  occasione 
des  inflammations  aux  narines  et 
a  la  gorge  et  certaines  parties  hui- 
leuses  de  la  t^te  m'ont  mis  les 
mains  dans  un  etat  pitoyable." 

No  mention  is,  however,  made 
by  M.  Baussard  of  any  febrile  af- 
fection, occasioned  either  to  him- 
self or  to  any  other  person,  by  the 
putrefaction  of  this  fish  ;  and  that 
no  such  affections  do,  in  fact,  re- 
sult from  that  cause,  was  farther 
proved  by  the  information  which 
I  obtained  oh  the  2d  of  October, 
1807,  at  the  Greenland  Dock, 
where  the  late  proprietor,  Mr. 
Ritchie,  (who  had  just  sold  this. 

Eroperty  to  Sir  Charles  Price  and 
is  associates  for  26,0001.,)  in- 
formed me  that  for  a  considerable 
time  all  the  Greenland  ships  had 
been  used  to  boil  their  blubber  at 
this  place,  for  which  purpose,  five 
coppers,  with  proper  coolers,  &c., 
had  been  erected.  Mr.  Ritchie 
had  lived  more  than  fifty  years  in 
the  neighborhood  of  this  dock, 
was  well  acquainted  with  the 
boiling  process,  and  assured  me, 
repeatedly,  that  though  the  blub- 
ber is  often  in  a  very  offensive 
state,  emitting  a  highly  putrid 
smell,  neither  himself  nor  bis  peo- 
ple, nor  the  crews  of  the  Green- 
land ships,  who  perform  the  whole 
boiling,  &c.,  nor  the. neighbors, 
have  ever,  to  his  knowledge,  suf- 
fered in  their  healths  from  that 
operation  ;  that  his  people  and 
himself  have  always  been  healthy, 
and  that  he  believes  no  crews  are 
more  healthy  than  those  of  the 
Greenland  ships.  This  account 
was  confirmed  by  the  master  of  a 
Greenland  ship  then  in  the  dock,, 
who  said  he  bad  been  employed 
in  the  whale  fishery  for  the  last 
twenty-two  years,  excepting  one 
year,  and  had  been  used  to  boil 
down  the  blubber  for  sixteen  or 
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eighteen  years  of  that  time.  He 
said  besides,  that  the  Greenland 
ships,  on  their  return  home,  often 
smell  very  offensively  to  stran- 
gers, though  to  themselves  the 
stench  is  imperceptible  ;  that  the 
casks  in  which  they  carry  out 
their  water,  are  those  in  which 
they  have  brought  home  the  blub- 
ber;  and  that  the  water  generally 
is  found  very  offensive  for  some 
hours  after  the  bung  is  taken  out; 
in  which  state,  however,  the  men 
are  accustomed  to  drink  it  ;  and 
that,  notwithstanding  all  this,  he 
does  not  conceive  that  any  men 
are  more  healthy  than  the  crews 
of  those  ships  ;  that  the  stench 
from  the  blubber  is  universally 
admitted  to  be  greatest  when  it 
is  boiling  ;  and  that  these  effluvia, 
so  far  from  being  at  all  unhealthy, 
are,  on  the  contrary,  reckoned  so 
wholesome,  that  it  is  very  com- 
mon for  sick  persons  to  come  to 
the  copper,  as  soon  as  they  rise 
from  their  beds,  and  to  hold  their 
beads  over  the  steam  as  close  as 
they  can. 

Mr.  Ritchie  informed  me,  that 
what  remained  of  the  blubber, 
after  the  boiling  was  finished,  was 
now  very  commonly  bought  for 
agricultural  purposes;  that  it  was 
usually  taken  away  by  the  pur- 
chasers just  after  the  boiling,  and 
was  allowed  to  lie  by  a  certain 
time,  till  it  was  in  a  proper  state 
to  be  used  as  manure  ;  when  it 
was  laid  upon  the  ground,  and 
found  to  be  very  useful. 

The  use  of  fish  as  manure  is  no 
new  invention.  Herrings,  pil- 
chards, and  mackerel,  have  been 
long  employed  for  this  purpose  in 
those  p^rts  of  Great  Britain  where 
they  are  caught  in  the  greatest 
abundance,  and  so  are  the  various 
species  of  mollusca.  In  some 
parts  of  Cambridgeihire,  &c.,  a 


small  fresh  water  fish,  called 
stickle-back,  (gastyrosteus  acu- 
leatus,)  becomes  so  plentiful, 
that,  leaving  their  native  ditches, 
they  form  vast  shoals  in  the  ri- 
vers, and  being  caught  in  nets  or 
baskets,  are  strewed  over  the 
ground,  in  the  proportion  of  twen- 
ty bushels  per  acre.  No  morbid 
effect,  however,  so  far  as  I  can 
discover,  has  ever  been  known  to 
result  from  the  putrefaction  of 
fish,  or  other  animal  matters  em- 
ployed in  this  way,  though  fevers 
ought  to  have  resulted  from  it,  if 
producible  by  the  natural  decom-^ 
position  of  animal  substances. 

Putrid  human  excrement  seems 
equally  incapable  of  producing 
fever.  A  night-man,  who  had 
been  extensively  employed  for 
thirty  years  in  this  metropolis, 
assured  me,  that  though  bis  la- 
borers frequently  fell  into  as- 
phyxia, or  '*  died  off,"  as  he  call- 
ed it,  they  had  always  recovered 
on  being  brought  into  the  open 
air;  that  no  fever  had  ever  ensued 
from  such  accidents,  nor,  as  be 
believed,  from  this  kind  of  occu- 
pation ;  that  sometimes  from  in- 
temperance, and  getting  cold, 
they  had  feverish  indispositions, 
but  not  more  so  than  other  labor- 
ers ;  and  that,  when  steady  and 
sober,  he  th<KightHhe?h  remarka- 
bly healthy;  that  their  eyes  were 
sometimes  affected,  so  as  to  pro- 
duce temporary  blindness,  from 
which,  however,  they  commonly 
recovered  in  a  few  days;  and  that 
this,  with  asphyxia,  were  the  only 
disorders  to  which  he  considered 
them  particularly  liable  from  the 
nature  of  their  occupation. 

The  following  exiract  from  a 
writer  on  Egypt  tends  to  show 
that  the  plague  is  not  produced  by 
animal  decomposition: — "  There 
are    several    writers    who    sup- 
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pose  the  plague  proceeds  from 
the  canal  or  calige,  which  passes 
through  Graud  Cairo.  It  is  very 
true  that  the  remaioing  matter  is 
horribly  corrupted,  by  the  filth 
throwQ  in  from  the  adjoining 
houses,  and  the  great  number  of 
necessaries  that  empty  themselves 
into  it,  which  occasions  a  roost 
abominable  stench  for  several 
months  of  the  year,  tarnishing  in 
a  short  time  even  gold  and  silver 
in  the  houses  near  it.  But  in  this 
case  also,  a  corrupt  air  is  natu- 
rally commonly  supposed  to  be 
the  cause,  which  will  likewise 
not  agree  with  the  above  men- 
tioned observation.  At  the  same 
time  another  strong  argument  may 
be  brought  against  it,  which  is 
founded  upon  a  very  long  expe- 
rience, viz. :  All  the  houses  of 
the  European  merchants  in  Grand 
Cairo  have,  for  more  than  two 
hundred  years,  been  situated  close 
to  this  canal  or  very  near  it ;  and 
neither  have  these,  nor  any  of  the 
other  inhabitants,  who  live  in  the 
same  situation,  been  more  affect- 
ed with  diseases  than  the  rest. 
This  is  a  truth,  which  all  the  Eu- 
ropean physicians,  who  have  for 
som^e  time  resided  at  Grand  Cai- 
ro, will  confirm."— Join  Antes^ 
Observations  on  Egypty  page  38. 

II. 

Strictures  on  the  Diseases  of  Young 
Children. — From  Lectures  deli' 
^  veredat  Guy^s  Hospital^ 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

Medical  Diseases  of  Young  Infants, 
--To  investigate  and  !  treat  those 
diseases  of  young  infants  which 
fall  under  the  care  of  the  physi- 
cian, is  no  agreeable  task,  for  at 
this  early  age  we  are  often  sur- 
rounded with  more  feeling  than 


judgment ;  and  as  the  child  canoot 
speak  for  itself,  its  complaints 
are  sometimes  involved  in  much 
obscurity.  .  In  fact,  we  are  often 
compelled  to  investigate  the  com- 
plaints of  young  children  pauch  ia 
the  same  manner  as  those  of  ani- 
mals, by  looking  to  certain  exter- 
nal signs;  and  of  these,  the  follow- 
ing are  the  principal  deserving 
your  attention : — 

The  diseases  of  young  children 
frequently  exhibit  marks'  upon  the 
skin ;  the  surface  of  the  body, 
therefore,  ought  always  to  be  in- 
spected ;  and,  in  doing  this,  you 
may,  at  the  same  time,  observe 
the  degree  of  plumpness  or  ema- 
ciation, as  well  as  the  bulk  of  the 
abdomen,  which  is  always  large 
in  infants.  The  body  may  be 
cooler  than  natural,  and  is -fre- 
quently \varmer  ;  this  heat  show- 
ing itself  in  the  hands,  feet,  and 
mouth,  and  head  more  especially; 
do  not,  therefore,  neglect  to  in- 
quire into  the  temperature  of  the 
child.  Croup,  hooping  cough, 
measles,  gastric  cough,  thoracic 
inflammations,  and  so  on,  of  course 
affect  the  breathing,  and  to  the 
action  of  the  lungs  and  thorax, 
therefore,  bur  attention  should, 
in  all  cases,  be  directed.  In  con- 
vulsive affections,  the  scalp  is 
hot,  the  fontanels  beat  more  for-, 
cibly  than  the  radial  artery,  even 
the  hair  sometimes  grows  very 
fast,  and  the  head  sweats.  In- 
quire into  all  these  points.  In 
chylopoietic  and  cerebral  affec- 
tions, so  common  in  children,  the 
number  and  character  of  the  stools 
change,  and  vomiting  is  occasion- 
ally produced.  Infantile  vomiting 
is  of  less  importance  than  the  vo- 
miting of  the  adult ;  and,  it  should 
be  observed,  that  the  rejection  of 
coagulated  milk,  is  no  proof  of 
gastric  disease  ;  for  coagulation  is 
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one  of  the  first  effects  produced 
by  the  kealtby  digestive  juice. 
The  aciioos  of  young  children 
ought  not  to  pass  unooticed.  They 
raise  the  knees  to  the  abdomen, 
Tvhea  affected  with  colic;  put  the 
fingers  in  the  month,  when  teeth- 
ing; pick  the  nostrils  (when  older) 
in  worms  or  analogous  affections  ; 
and  when  disposed  to  cephalic 
diseases,  they  may  roll  the  head 
on  the  pillow,  or  frequently  apply 
the  hand  to  it.  In  young  child- 
ren, I  pay  but  little  attention  to 
the  pulse ;  even  in  health,  it  is 
nearly  twice  as  frequent  as  in  the 
adalt ;  at  birth,  about  140;  at  the 
end  of  the  first  year,  120  ;  of  the 
second,  110;  of  the  third  and 
foarth  years,  about  96;  b  the 
seventh,  about  86  ;  in  manhood, 
various,  from  70  to  80  in  the  mi* 
Bute  ;  and,  in  old  age,  sometimes 
as  low  as  60.  When  investigat- 
ing infantile  diseases,  do  not  lose 
sight  of  the  gums. 

In  young  infants,  opiates  mnst 
be  given  with  great  caution  ;  for 
though  some,  under  convulsive 
.and  bowel  affections,  bear  ano- 
dynes very  well,  there  is  always 
a  fear  of  an  overdose  ;  from  half 
a  drachm  to  a  drachm  of  good 
ayrup  of  poppies,  (not  treacle  and 
laudanum,)  or  two  drops  of  the 
tincture  of  opium,  are  a  full  daily 
quantity  for  an  infant  within  the 
onofith.  Negligent  assistants  ought 
Bot  to  be  employed  to  measure 
out  the  preparation  ;  infants  have 
sometimes  been  killed  by  over- 
doses ;>and  still  more  frequently 
they  have  become  drowsy,  so  as 
to  neglect  the  breast  and  food  for 
hours  together,  to  their  great 
detriment  in  bowel  compUiots. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  poppy 
syrup,  so  useful  in  children,  varies 
so  much  in  its  strength  and  quality. 

Leeches  sometimes  draw  from 


yoUog  chUdren  more  than  intend- 
ed ;  and  one  leech  may  be  too 
much  when  a  child  is  much  re- 
duced. Dr.  O'Berne,  formerly 
of  Chillington  in  Devon,  asserts 
that,  like  the  horse  of  Baron 
Munchausen,  if  the  hinder  end  of 
the  leech  be  cut  away,  it  will 
draw  more  copiously;  being  a  sort 
of  living  pump,  which  gives  off  at 
one  extremity  what  it  absorbs  at 
the  other.  When  leeches  are 
placed  oVer  bony  surfaces,  the 
bleeding,  (if  necessary,)  may  be 
more  easily  restrained  by  pres- 
sure ;  and  the  hand,  sternum,  and 
cranium,  are  convenient  places 
for  their  application.  Besides 
compression  and  lunar  caustic,  a 
useful  help  for  stopping  the  bleed- 
ing from  the  leech-orifices,  is  a 
s|Dall  portion  of  clean  sponge, 
easily  passed  down  5y  means  of  a 
probe  into  the  cellular  web  under 
the  skin,  where  the  bleeding  ves- 
sels are  situated.  To  Mr.  Franks, 
one  of  my  pupils,  I  was  indebted 
for  this  fact.  Infants  are  best 
bled  from  the  external  jugular 
vein,  particularly  in  head  affec- 
tions ;  and  when  the  blood  can  be 
drawn  in  this  manner,  we  know 
precisely  the  measure.  What 
quantities  may  be  safely  drawn  at 
once,  must  be  determined  by  cir- 
cumstances :  but  the  following 
tabular  statement  of  quantities  of 
blood  which  I  have  taken  away 
myself,  at  different  ag'es,  may, 
perhaps,  be  of  some  use  to  you:— • 

From  a  child  of  oz.      oz.  aver. 

2  months  old,  from  1    to    1^ 
4  months    ...     1 J  to    2 
8  months    .'     .     .     2    to    3 

12  months    ...     3    to    4 
18  months    .     .     .     4    to  '5 

3  years  .  .  .  8  to  10 
6  years  ...  10  to  12 
For  some  of  the  facts  on  which 

this  table  is  grounded,  I  am  in«* 
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debted  to  my   friend,  Mr.   Ed- 
wards. 

Beware  of  blistering  infants, 
especially  with  eruptive  diseases; 
if  a  child  is  under  three  years  of 
age,  you  ought  not  to  leave  a 
blister  on  the  skin  for  more  than 
three  hours  together,  without  well 
considering  what  you  are  about. 
After  removal  of  the  blister,  ve- 
sication will,  I  believe,  generally 
ensue.  Blisters,  large  and  acrid, 
and  of  long  application,  are,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  very  apt  to  produce 
sloughing  and  death.  Dreadful 
cases  of  this  kind  have  now  and 
then  been  brought  under  my  no- 
tice. 

The  infantile  diseases,  like 
those  of  the  adult,  arise  from 
causes  exceedingly  various  ;  but, 
in  most  cases,  irritability,  acid 
acrimony,  and  errors  in  diet,  have 
much  to  do  in  producing  or  modi- 
fying them.  Children  sometimes 
become  gross  and  iiiiing  because 
they  are  supplied  too  copiously 
with  breast-milk  ;  but  far  more 
frequently  they  suffer,  because 
for  human  milk  other  food  is  sub- 
stituted ;  marasmus  and  diarrhoea 
being  the  consequence.  Children 
there  are,  and  many,  which  thrive 
wonderfully  upon  pap ;  but  some, 
and  not  a  few,  after  two  or  three 
weeks'  trial  more  especially,  are 
found  unfit  for  artificial  food,  and 
to  them  other  food  than  the 
breast-milk  is  poison.  Arsenic 
itself,  though  of  more  rapid  ope- 
ration, can  scarcely  produce  more 
terrible  effects  than  spoon-meat 
in  such  cases  ;  excoriations  of  the 
bowels, — tormina, — diarrhoea, — 
death,  not  to  mention  dissolution 
from  mere  wasting.  The  rapidi- 
ty with  which  children  are  brought 
back  from  death's  door,  under  the 
use  of  the  breast-milk,  is,  in  some 
cases,  very  striking,  and  is  a  fur- 


ther proof  of  its  congeniality.  So 
important  is  this  aliment  in  these 
constitutions,  that  the  milk  should 
be  drawn  from  a  woman's  breast, 
and  given  with  the  spoon  or  bottle, 
if  the  infant  be  too  weak  to  suck. 
Within  the  first  one  or  two  months 
especially,  no  infant  ought  wan- 
tonly td  be  put  upon  spoon-meat. 
When  there  is  purging,  wasting, 
or  cephalic  affection,  our  first  in- 
quiry should  always  be,  '*  What 
is  the  diet  of  this  child?"  If 
there  is  a  wet-nurse,  examine  the 
evacuations,  for  when  the  breast 
is  deficient,  hirelings  will  some- 
times clandestinely  administer 
other  food  than  the  milk,  nor  can 
they  be  brought  to  confess  it.  All 
this  is  very  shameful,  no  doubt. 
The  nurse  ought  to  be  immacu- 
late ;  or  if  otherwise,  she  ought 
to  accuse  herself;  only  look  at 
the  excellent  examples  which 
she  sees  every  week-day,  and  the 
orthodox  and  edifying  advice  which 
she  receives  every  Sunday.  Pity 
it  is  that  our  intimate  acquaint- 
ance and  bosom  counsellor  should 
be  a  great  rogue;  but  so  thou  art, 
poor  human  nature  !  Ah  !  that 
pomum  adamiy  we  may  always 
feel  it  in  the  throat  ! 

I  can  hardly  acquiesce  in  the 
opinion  of  those  who  maintain, 
that  the  evacuations  of  infants  are 
naturally  ascescent;  and  certainly 
in  health,  the  marks  of  acidity  are 
at  most  very  faint.  Infantile 
evacuations,  when  natural,  have 
much  of  the  odor  of  new  milk, 
and  are  of  bright  yellow  tint.  In 
some  cases,  however,  these  dis- 
charges become  as  sour  as  vine- 
gar, and  as  green  as  this  cloth, 
especially  if  breast-milk  be  de- 
nied ;  and  cephalic  or  bowel-dis- 
ease may  be  the  result  or  the 
concomitant  ;  it  is  always  proper, 
therefore,  in  these  affections,  to 
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examine  the  evacuations  general- 
ly, and  more  especially  their 
acidity,  giving  antacids  if  neces- 
sary,— chalk  if  you  wish  to  shut, 
magnesia  if  you  wish  to  open,  aai- 
moniacal  preparations  if  you  wish 
to  stimulate  the  older  children, 
and  carbonate  of  soda  if  you  de- 
sire a  remedy  of  powerful  antacid 
operation. 

^*-  Varium  et  mutabile  semper" 
— **  pleased  with  a  feather,  tic- 
kled with  a  straw" — "  genus  irri- 
tabile  vatum."  There  is  a  great 
similarity  between  the  nervous 
habits  of  women  and  children,  and 
poetd  ;  and  in  all,  much,  and  fre- 
quent, and  various  commotion  is 
produced  By  small  causes, — 
words,  and  looks,  and  accents, 
and  a  thousand  other  baubles ; 
children,  therefore,  and  those  re- 
sembling them  in  nerves,  become 
miserably  obnoxious  to  nervous 
diseases.  The  proportion  of  the 
nervous  system  to  the  rest  of  the 
body  is  greater  in  the  infant  than 
io  the  adult.  The  cerebral  ves- 
sels of  the  infant  are  much  more 
prone  to  increased  action  than 
those  of  the  healthy  man  ;  there 
appears,  in  earlier  life,  to  subsist 
in  the  cerebral  vessels,  something 
of  that  irritability  which  is  after- 
wards found  in  the  mammaries 
and  the  pudendal.  To  these  two 
causes,  joined  with  a  greater  live- 
liness of  the  cerebral  structure, 
the  nervous  temperament  may, 
perhaps,  be  attributed  ;  and  in  all 
cephalic  and  bowel  diseases, 
therefore,  great  attention  should 
be  paid  to  the  head,  to  its  refri- 
geration, I  mean,  and  the  preven- 
tion or  relief  of  the  increased 
action  of  the  vessels.  Hence 
vegetable  diet,  leeching  from  the 
teoiples,  bleeding  from  the  jugu- 
lar vein^  evaporating  lotions,  and 
la  douche  ;  nor  must  anodynes  be ' 


neglected,  nor  the  removal  of  ir^ 
ritants,  particularly  in  the  gums 
of  older  children. 

The  strophulus  intertinctus  is 
well  represented  in  Bateman's 
plates,  and  is  so  common  and  gen- 
tle that  it  excites  but  little  at-, 
tention  ;  cutaneous  patches,  of  a 
red  color,  of  an  area  varying  be-, 
tween  that  of  a  split  pea  and  a 
silver  penny,  constitute  its  princi- 
pal character  ;  in  a  few  days  the 
disease  always  ceases  spontane- 
ously. Do  not  confound  it  with 
measles.  As  there  are  no  ca- 
tarrhal symptoms  nor  febrile,  and 
as  the  eruptions  differ,  the  two 
affections  are  easily  distinguished: 
look  at  Bateman^s  plate. — Nurses 
call  the  disease  the  red-gum.  la 
the  severer  varieties  there  is  a 
minute  articular  elevation  in  the 
centre  of  the  red  patch,      i 

Cullen  treats  of  the  icterus  neo- 
phytorum  as  if  it  were  a  very  for-, 
midable  disease  ;  and  cases  with 
fatal  organic  disease  of  the  liver 
may,  perhaps,  now  atid  then  occur. 
In  infants,  however,  jaundice  is 
never  scarcely  a  dangerous  dis- 
ease, and  it  is  of  very  frequent 
occurrence.  Surely  Haller  is 
wrong  in  supposing  that  jaundice 
is  produced  in  the  infant  by  a  clot 
of  milk  closing  the  D.  communis 
choledochus  ;  for  when  the  skin 
is  yellow,  often  the  bile  from  the 
bowels  is  very  abundant.  The 
real  cause  of  the  icterus  seems  to 
be  a  redundancy  of  the  bile  under 
which  a  gorge  and  consequent  ab- 
sorption and  reflux,  are  both  of 
theai  produced  in  the  same  man- 
ner,  as  if  obstruction  existed  in 
the  passages.  In  a  few  days  the 
yellowness  vanishes  :  a  tea- spoon- 
ful of  castor  oil  may  be  given. 

Flatulent  colic  is  common  in  in- 
fants, especially  if  they  are  being 
poisoned   by   spoon-meat.      Give 
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the  breast-milk;  change  the  nurse 
if  the  milk  disagree.  Diilseed 
water,  and  friction  of  the  abdo- 
men, are  good  carminatives.  Can- 
tando  rumpitur  anguis.  Nurses 
fancy  that  a  lullaby  is  of  use  on 
these  occasions  ;  it  may  soothe  the 
nerves,  and  is  not,  perhaps,  alto- 
gether without  its  efficacy.  A  fit 
of  anger,  or  some  other  nervous 
commotion  in  the  nurse  may,  per- 
haps, produce  this  disease  ;  ii  al- 
ters the  quality  of  the  milk. 

Hundreds  of  children  are  yearly 
carried  off  by  cerebral  affectioM, 
convulsions,  hydrocephalus,  or  a 
mixture  of  the  two.  In  some  in- 
fants the  convulsions  become  chro- 
nic, but  far  more  frequently  they 
are  acute,  of  a  few  days  or  a  few 
hours'  standing.  During  the  fit, 
the  child  is  insensible  ;  dragged 
about  by  spasms,  with  fixing,  or 
staring,  or  partial  closure  of  the 
eyes,  and  distortion  of  the  fea- 
tures, which  darken,  and  assume 
an  ashy  tint.  The  fontanel  often 
throbs,  and  the  scalp  may  be  hot. 
There  is  evident  analogy  between 
these  infant  fits,  and  those  of  pu- 
erperal women.  A  single  pa- 
roxysm may  destroy,  but  more 
generally  not  so.  When  the  child, 
in  slumbering,  is  twitched  gently, 
and  smiles,  and  half  discloses  the 
eyes,  and  looks  very  charming — 
with  rosy  cheeks  and  brightened 
eyeballs,  and  a  mind  more  active 
than  ordinary,  convulsions  may  be 
apprehended.  These  smaller 
symptoms  are  called  inward  fits. 
Our  predecessors,  besotted  with 
superstition,  always  prone  to  as- 
cribe nervous  affections  to  demo- 
niacal agencies,  took  it  into  their 
heads,  that  infants,  when  dosing, 
smiling  convulsively,  and  starting, 
were  holding  converse  with  some 
airy  being,  charmed  with  their 
tender  graces,  and  that  the  cou- 


yolsions  which  followecl  were  oc- 
casioned by  a  desperate  struggle 
to  escape  from  his  grasp.  This 
explained  why  children,  the  most 
forward  and  beaatiful,  as  before 
observed,  are  most  liable  to  this 
disease.  There  is  a  very  pretty 
catch,  called  the  Erl  King,  which 
turns  entirely  on  this  piece  (if 
foolery.  Evening  is  often  tha 
apparent  cause  of  the  cephalic 
affections  in  children,  and  to  this, 
as  the  song  runs,  the  infant  is  ex- 
posed. The  reign  of  imaginatioa 
IS  likely  to  ceare,  when  that  of 
knowledge  is  established,  and  then 
— the  dull  realities  of  life  and 
feelings,  like  those  of  five-and- 
forty.  The  real  cause  of  the 
beauty,  the  brilliancy,  the  pre- 
cocity, the  dissolution  of  the  child, 
is  the  press  of  the  blood  towards 
the  brain,  and  perhaps  of  the  teeth 
towards  the  gums.  This  gives 
glow  to  the  cheek  and  splendor 
to  the  eye,  and  activity  to  the 
intellect,  and  death  to  the  mo- 
ther's hopes.  Among  the  lower 
classes  of  the  South  of  Europe, 
if  I  am  rightly  informed,  nothing 
alarms  the  mother  more  than  the 
commendation  of  her  infant's 
beauty.  The  dread  of  Nemesis 
seems  still  to  prevail  even  in 
Christian  Italy,  and  such  praise 
is  supposed,  in  some  unknown 
manner,  to  exert  malignant  in- 
fluence. I  have  myself  more 
than  once  been  told  with  tears, 
that  just  before  the  fit  some  friend 
had  been  remarking,  "how  pret- 
ty the  child  looks  ;"  but  enough 
of  this.  Tumors,  effused  water, 
effused  blood,  and  accumulation, 
and  hurried  circulation  in  the  ce- 
rebral vessels,  appear  to  be,  in 
most  instances,  among  the  more 
immediate  causes  of  this  disease  v 
and  of  these  causes,  congestion 
and  aqueous  effusion  are  the  most 
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fr«qoeDt.  Blood  is,  I  believe, 
rarely  poured  out,  and  tumors 
are  uocom  moo.  All  these  causes, 
perKaps^  operate  bj  pressure,  but 
I  doubt.  Full  diet,  damp  air,  ir- 
ritation ia  the  primae  viae,  deoti- 
tioD,  hooping  cough,  measles,  and 
other  acute  diseases,  are  the 
more  comqfion  .remoter  causes, 
and  the  convulsive  and  hydroce- 
phalic affections  may  arise  without 
any  very  obvious  excitement. 
The  evacuations  are  generally 
knotty,  mucous,  serous,  and  green. 
Scrofulous  constitutions  appear  to 
be  especially  prone  to  the  disease. 

(^TobeeoDtMiaed.) 


III. 

On  the  Secak  Comii/ttm. 

By  Gideon  M antell,  Esq.  F.R.S. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  London  MedU 
col  Gazette. 

Gentlemen, 

Although  the  publications  of 
Dr.  Nealeand  Mr.  Mitchell  have 
directed  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession to  the  use  of  ergot  of  rye, 
hi  protracted  parturition,  yet  as 
this  remedy,  like  every  new  one, 
will  have  many  prejudices  to  en- 
counter before  it  is  allowed  a 
place  in  the  materia  medica  of 
the  accoucheur,  I  beg  to  lay  be- 
fore your  readers  a  brief  state- 
ment of  my  experience  of  its  ef- 
fects, in  the  hope  of  inducing  oth- 
er practitioners  to  give  it  a  fair 
md  immediate  trial. 

Daring  the  last  three  months  I 
have  administered  the  ergot  either 
in  powder  or  in  the  form  of  tinc- 
ture in  about  thirty  cases,  and  the 
following  is  the  result  of  my  ob- 
servations. 

1.  The  secale  cornutum  has, 
io  no  instance,  produced  any 
alarming  symptom  ;  the  powder 


was  a  roost  effectual  preparation 
in  doses  of  from  ten  to  thirty 
grains.  The  tincture  was  best 
adapted  for  a  delicate  stomach. 

3.  It  never  failed  to  excite  ute- 
rine action,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  cases,  expedite  deli-  . 
very.  In  twenty-three  cases 
strong  expulsive  pains  were  in^ 
duced  in  from  ten  to  twenty  mi- 
nutes after  its  exhibition,  and  the 
labors  terminated  favorably  in  a 
period  varying  from  a  few  mi- 
nutes to  an  hour  and  a  half.  All 
these  were  protracted  labors,  in 
which  the  pains  were  either  very 
slight  and  ineffectual,  or  had  en- 
tirely ceased  when  the  ergot  was 
given  ;  so  that  no  doubt  could  ex- 
ist of  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy. 

3.  In  plethoric  habits,  when 
the  pains  were  frequent  but  una- 
vailing, venesection  was  found 
necessary  before  the  administra- 
tion of  the  ergot. 

4.  In  a  case  where  much  con- 
stitutional irritability  prevailed^ 
the  medicine  occasioned  the  most 
excruciating  pains,  apparently 
without  expediting  delivery  ;  in 
other  cases  of  this  kind^  a  large 
dose  of  laudanum  was  administer- 
ed, and  when  the  pains  had  en- 
tirely subsided  the  ergot  was 
given,  and  produced  the  happiest 
effects. 

5.  In  abortions  where  the  pla- 
centa was  retained,  the  ergot 
checked  the  haemorrhage  and  oc- 
casioned the  expulsion  of  the  af- 
ter-birth :  in  these  cases  from  ten 
to  fifteen  grains  of  the  powder 
were  given,  and  repeated  accord- 
ing to  the  urgency  of  the  symp- 
toms. 

In  short,  gentlemen,  limited  as 
my  experience  has  been  of  the 
effects  of  the  ergot,  I  cannot  he- 
sitate to  express  my  conviction 
that  this  medicine  possesses  all . 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


M 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


the  properties  that  have  been  as- 
cribed to  it  by  its  warmest  advo- 
cates, and  wilt  be  found,  if  admi- 
nistered with  due  precaution,  one 
of  the  most  valuable  agents  the 
accoucheur  can  possess. 

Having  some  time  since  observ- 
ed, in  a  contemporary  medical 
journal,  remarks  from  several 
correspondents  on  the  most  effect- 
ual means  of  suppressing  uterine 
haemorrhage  after  delivery,  I 
would  beg  to  offer  to  the  inexpc" 
rienced  accoucheur  a  few  obser- 
vations on  this  important  subject. 
In  cases  of  uterine  haemorrhage 
the  usual  practice  of  removing 
the  placenta  with  one  hand,  while 
firm  pressure  is  made  on  the  ab- 
domeu  with  the  other,  and  the 
uterus  grasped,  as  it  were,  till  it 
contracts  upon,  and  expels  the 
hand  introduced,  the  immediate 
application  of  a  cloth,  or  bandage, 
round  the  body,  and,  when  re- 
quired, the  free  application  of 
napkins,  wet  with  cold  water  and 
vinegar,  have,  with  but  two  ex- 
ceptions, been  the  only  means  I 
have  found  necessary  to  employ  in 
upwards  of  two  thousand  cases. 
In  the  instances  alluded  to,  passive 
haemorrhage  continuing  after  the 
removal  of  the  placenta,  the  va- 
gina was  plugged  with  pieces  of 
soft  napkins,  and  both  the  patients 
recovered.  Nothing  has  appear- 
ed to  me  to  be  so  effectual  in  the 
prevention  of  haemorrhage  and 
syncope  ad  the  simple  expedient 
of  having,  at  the  commencement 
of  labor,  a  cloth,  or  napkin,  pin- 
ned or  tied  round  the  abdomen,  so 
as  to  afford  moderate  support. 
This  should  be  tightened  when  the 
child  is  born^  and  firmly  secured 
80  soon  as  the  placenta  is  expelled  : 
and  I  would  strongly  recommend 
the  medical  attendant  to  apply 
the  bandage  himself,  and  not  leave 
it  to  the  nurse.    The  practitioner 


has  now  a  most  powerful,  remedy 
in  the  secale  cornutum  :  when- 
ever, haemorrhage  is  threatened 
after  the  removal  of  the  placenta, 
a  moderate  dose  should  be  given  ; 
— under  any  circumstances  it  can 
do  no  barm. 


IV. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Pathology  of  Dyspasia. 
1.  Wb  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  muscular  action  of  the  stomach 
may  be  deficient,  so  that  the  ali- 
mentary matters  remaining  in  it  too 
long,  are  imperfectly  changed,  and 
pass  into  chemical  decompositions. 

2.  There  may  be  a  deficiency  of 
the  intestinal  action,  interferiug  with 
the  second  stage  of  digestion,  and 
giving  rise  to  imperfect  chylificatioo. 

3.  The  fluids  may  be  deficient 
in  quantity,  or  morbid  in  quality,  so 
as  to  derange  the  process  in  various 
ways.  We  see  in  certain  cases  a 
fluid  brought  up  in  large  quantitiesi 
in  a  morbidly  tenacious  state,  quite 
difiereut  from  the  healthy  appearance 
of  the  fluids  of  the  stomach ;  and  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  similar 
changes  may  take  pli^ce  in  the  other 
fluids  concerned  in  digestion. 

If  the  mucous  membrane  be  mor- 
bidly irritable,  the  muscular  coat  will 
probably  be  too  easily  excited  to  ac- 
tion. If  this  occur  in  the  stomach, 
the  articles  will  not  be  allowed  to 
remain  a  sufficient  time  for  digestion  ; 
but  after  producing  uneasiness,  they 
will  either  be  rejected  by  vomiting, 
or  propelled  in  a  half-digested  state 
into  the  intestine.  If  the  irritability 
occur  in  the  intestine,  the  articles 
may  undergo  their  proper  change  in 
the  stomach,  but  will  be  propelled 
too  rapidly  through  the  intestinal  ca- 
nal, without  time  being  afiurded  for 
the  complete  process  of  healthy  chy- 
lificatioo. 

The  following  rules,  although  con- 
taining nothing  of  absolute  Qovelty, 
are  important: — 
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I.  It  appears  that  the  moscular 
action  of  the  stooiach  is  both  more 
vigorous  and  more  extensive  when 
its  contents  are  in  small  quantity  than 
when  it  is  much  distended  ;  and  if 
we  suppose  the  fluids  of  the  stomach 
to  be  secreted  in  nearly  a  uniform 
quantity,  their  action  raust  also  be 
greatly  regulated  by  the  quantity  of 
matter  which  they  have  to  act  upon ; 
hence  the  indispensable  importance 
in  dyspeptic  cases  of  restricting  the 
food  to  such  a  quantity  as  the  sto- 
mach shall  jbe  found  capable  of  di- 
gesting in  a  healthy  manner.  This 
is  unquestionably  the  first  and  great 
principle  in  the  treatment  of  indi- 
gestion; and  without  invariable  at- 
tention to  it,  no  other  means  will  be 
of  the  smallest  avail. 

II.  It  appears  that  various  arti- 
cles of  food  are  of  various  degrees 
of  solubility  in  the  stomach.  When, 
therefore,  digestion  is  apt  to  be  easily 
impaired,  it  will  be  of  the  greatest 
imporunce  not  only  to  avoid  articles 
which  are  of  difficult  solution,  but 
also  to  avoid  mixing  various  articles 
which  are  of  different  degrees  of  so- 
lubility. Attention  to  this  rule  will 
probably  favor  in  a  great  measure 
the  process  of  chymification  going 
on  in  a  regular  and  healthy  manner, 
by  avoiding  a  state  in  which  the  so- 
lution of  one  article  may  be  more 
advanced  than  that  of  another.  The 
articles  of  most  easy  solution  appear 
to  be  solid  animal  food,  and  white 
fish, both  plainly  dressed;  vegetables 
are  less  soluble  ;  and  among  the  ar- 
ticles  of  more  difficult  solution,  ap- 

>  pear  to  be  fatty  substances,  tendinous 
and  cartilaginous  parts,  concrete  al- 
bumen, the  epidermis  of  fruits,  and, 
according  to  some,  mucilaginous  and 
sweet  veget»bles.  From  some  ex- 
periments of  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  it  ii 
supposed  that  the  solubility  of  animal 
food  is  in  the  order  of  pork,  mutton, 
veal,  and  beef.  Articles  in  small 
pieces  are  much  more  speedily  dis- 
solvegd  tan  iu  larger,  the  action  be- 
nfonu  hdi  n  qegito  at  the  circumfe- 
rence of  the  portion  ;  and  hence  the 
importance  of  careful  mastication. 


III.  If  digestion  go  on  more  slow- 
ly and  more  imperfectly  than  iu  the 
healthy  state,  another  important  rule 
will  be,  not  to  take  iu  additional  food 
until  full  time  has  been  given  for  the 
solution  of  the  former.  If  the  healthy 
period  be  four  or  five  hours,  the  dys- 
peptic should  probably  allow  six  or 
seven.  The  injudicious  infringement 
of  this  rule  by  a  breakfast,  a  meat 
lunch,  and  a  dinner,  all  within  the 
space  of  seven  or  eight  hours,  is  too 
obvious  to  require  a  single  observa- 
tion.— London  Medical  Gazette. 

Flora  Belgica. — ^The  first  volume 
of  a  work,  under  this  title,  has  just 
been  published,  by  two  excellent  bo- 
tanists, MM.  Le  Jeune  and  Courtois, 
containing  597  species,  arranged  ac- 
cording to  the  Linnsean  system,  and 
extending,  inclusively,  to  Peniandria 
polygynia. 


TO    CORRESPONDEIfTS. 

Dr.  Brewster's  paper  on  Abortion 
is  received,  and  will  appear  in  the 
next  number. — Ed. 

WEEKLY   KEPO&T  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Eodinf  February  18,  at  noon. 


Feb.  6.  John  Benoet, 

68  yw. 

7.  Eliza  O'Donnel, 

6 

Lydia  Ellis, 

78 

Sarah  Carter, 

48 

Azariah  Dickinson, 

77 

Mary  E.  Barber, 

2  1-2 

8.  Hannah  Foot, 

76 

Abel  Billings, 

ao 

Theodore  A.  Simmons, 

le  mo. 

Samuel  Winslow, 

6  w. 

9.  John  Hailam. 

88  yra. 

10.  'Hannah  Lambert, 

80 

Rebecoa  Dean, 

70 

George  M.  Frost, 

21-2 

Thomas  Reed, 

39 

Franklin  Hastings, 

21-2 

Kendall  Pearson, 

27 

11.  Albert  Douglas, 

24 

Harriet  Prescott, 

.  24 

12.  Joseph  T.  Edmands, 

18 

18.  John  Hill, 

2 

Apoplexy,  1 — convulsions,  1 — consumption, 
4 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  4— intemperance,  1 — 
inflammation  on  the  lungs,  1 — ^jaundice,  1 — 
old  age,  4-^pleurisy,  1 — suflbcalion,  1 — un- 
known, 2.  Males,  18— females,  8.  Sliilboruif 
2.    Total,  28. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

CURVED  SPINE. 

DR.  GRIGG  iaforms  the  Profession 
that  he  has  lately  made  a  new  and 
important  improvement  in  machines  for 
Diseases  of  the  Spine.  From  his  success 
in  its  application,  and  from  the  unqualifi- 
ed approbation  it  has  received  from  the 
most  distinguished  Surgeons  and  Physi- 
cians in  Boston,  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, he  confidently  presents  it  to  pub- 
lic notice. 

The  benefit  attendant  on  its  use  con- 
vinces  him  that  most  of  the  cases  of  de* 
formity  dependent  on  curvature  of  the 
spine,  may  be  perfectly  cured,  and  many 
of  those  which  have  been  considered  in- 
curable may  by  this  apparatus  be  very 
much  relieved.  Feb.  8. 

Botlon,  30  ^tkiTuofi  Street, 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE 
AT  BOWDOIN  COLLEGE. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at 
the  Medical  School  of  Maine,  will 
commence  at  Brunswick  on  Tuesday, 
February  24,  lU%9y  and  will  continue 
three  months. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  Johw 
Dklamatter,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgeiy 
Western  Col/  Phys.  and  Surg.  N.  York. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  Parker 
Clsavelaiti),  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  Johw  D.  Wells, 
M.D. 

Obstretrics,  James  McKeaw,  M.D. 

Degrees  are  conferred,  after  the  usual 
examination,  at  the  close  of  the  Lectures, 
and  ^t  the  annual  commencement  in 
September. 

The  (library  and  Cabinet  have  receiv- 
ed considerable  additions,  and  the  Lec- 
ture-Rooms have  been  enlarged,  since 
the  last  course  of  Lectures.  4t. 

Brunswick,  Jan.  1,  1829. 

LECTURES  ON  ANATOMY. 

TICKETS  of  admission  to  Dr.  J.  V.  C. 
SMITH'S  Evening  Lectures  on  An- 
atomy,  may  be  obtained  at  BKEWER  gi 
BROTHERS,  Apothecaries,  Washington 
Street  Feb.  17. 


EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
91,  Summer  Street,  has  on  hand  a 
small  lot  of  EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  m 
excellent  order,  and  of  very  large  size, 
which  he  will  sell  at  a  fair  price. 

N.  B.    Leeches  applied  as  tuval,  or 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  city.  4t« 

Feb.  24. 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Whp rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instm- 
ments.  Gentlemen  withing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14, 

CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE, 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  jthe  core  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establisb- 
ed  an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  intention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  Whit«>», 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing  themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendeoce,  of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 
mined, or  the  other  prosper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express 
ly  disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  giyen,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston^  Feb.  6,  1829. 


Pubhshed  weekly,  by  Johh  Cottoh,  at  184,  Washington  St.  comer  of  FrankUn  St.,  to 
wlion  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  posepatVi.— Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  it  the  same  as  for  other  oewspapen. 
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I, 

Facts  and  Remarks  relating  to  the 
Influence  of  decomposing  ^nimcd 
Matter  in  producing  Fevers. 

(Contioued  from  p.  24.) 

The  facts 'Stated  in  the  two  pre- 
ceding papers  are  of  some  impor- 
tance to  the  police  of  large  towns. 

Wherever  considerable  bodies 
of  men  are  collected  together, 
cleanliness  is  as  necessary  to 
health  as  it  is  to  comfort.  The 
means  employed  to  obtain  and 
preserve  it,  must  be  regulated  by 
a  knowledge  of  such  facts  as  we 
have  been  calling  into  notice,  and 
iK>t  by  prejudices  and  visionary 
theories,  such  as  form  the  basis 
of  the  police  of  a  great  number 
of  cities,  and  the  consequence  of 
which  most  be  an  ill-directed  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money. 
Large  sums  are  appropriated  to 
objects  of  comparatively  small 
importance,  and  a  disproportionate 
share  is  left  for  those  which  are 
great,  and  indispensable  to  the 
security  of  the  public. 

Let  OS  apply  the  facts  before 
stated,  and  the  inferences  which 
may  be  derived  from  them  legi- 
timately, to  some  of  the'  objects 
of  the  police  of  large  cities. 

First,  we  may  consider  their 
application  to  the  interment  of 
dead  bodies  in  the  midst  of  towns. 

3.      • 


Nearly  all  the  well  authenticated 
facts  which  have  been  stated,  ap- 
pear to  justify  the  belief  that  bu- 
rying places  in  towns  are  perfect- 
ly innocent  in  producing  fevers  or 
other  malignant  diseases.  The 
case  of  the  cemetery  of  the  In- 
nocens  in  Paris,  taken  alone,  is 
quite  sufficient  to  show  that  ma- 
lignant fevers  are  not  generated 
by  such  csiuses.  At  least,  we 
must  so  consider  it,  unless  we  can 
adduce  positive,  countervailing 
facts.  That  cemetery,  consisting 
of  about  three  acres,  received,  it 
appears,  six  hundred  thousand 
bodies  :  thirty  thousand  had  been 
deposited  within  a  short  time, — 
ninety  thousand  within  the  life  of 
one  man.  The  soil  was  filled 
with,  or  composed  of,  an  immense 
mass  of  animal  matter,  and  this 
being  elevated  above  the  sur- 
rounding grounds,  pressed  in  upon 
the  cellars  of  the  vicinity,  and 
filled  them  with  the  salts  and  oth- 
er combinations  arising  from  ani- 
mal matter.  But,  although  the 
neighboring  houses  were  greatly 
annoyed  by  the  influence  of  this 
formidable  accumulation,  they 
were  not  the  seats  of  fevers  or 
other  diseases,  either  common  or 
contagious.  When  the  inconve- 
nience became  so  great  as  to  re- 
quire a  remedy,  then  the  bodies, 
in  every  stage  of  decomposition), 
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were  taken  up  and  removed^  un- 
der slrong  apprehensions  of  ill 
coiisequeuces.  These  apprehen- 
sions |iroving  to  be  unfounded,  the 
removal  was  continued  without 
any  peculiar  precautions,  during 
summer  as  well  as  winter,  and  no 
disease  either  attended  or  follow- 
ed this  extraordinary  disinterment. 

This  is  not  a  solitary  case. 
Similar  occurrences  have  been 
noticed  in  other  places,  and  they 
are. abundantly  sufficient  to  show 
that  there  is  no  ground  for  the 
apprehensions  that  burial  grounds 
cause  fevers  or  other  diseases. 

There  is  a  mode  in  which  very 
large  collections  of  putrefying 
bodies  may  be  mischievous  in 
towns, — this  is  by  contaminating 
the  water  of  wells.  The  analy- 
sis of  the  water  of  large  towns 
shows  that  a  certain  quantity  of 
foreign  substance,  apparently  ani- 
mal and  vegetable  matter,  is  found 
to  impregnate  and  render  it  im- 
pure. What  are  the  principal 
sources  of  such  impurities  ?  I 
suppose  them  to  proceed,  first, 
from  liquid  filth  thrown  on  the 
surface  of  the  earth;  second,  from 
badly  constructed  drains  in  the 
vicinity.;  third,  from  neighboring 
Taults  ;  and,  lastly,  from  burial 
grounds,  where  the  bodies  are 
deposited  in  graves,  or  accumu- 
lated in  masses  in  large  tombs. 

Wheti  the  deposit  of  bodies  is 
made  in  family  tombs,  it  appears 
to  me  not  only  improbable,  but 
nearly  impossible  that  the  putre- 
fying mass  can  so  much  impreg- 
nate the  soil  as  to  penetrate  by 
infiltration  to  springs  or  wells. 
If  the  tombs  are  placed  under 
churches  or  other  edifices,  where 
the  wajer  from  raibs  cannot 
reach  them,  there  can  be  no  in- 
filtration, and  of  course  no  injury 
to  the  springs  below. 


It  must  be  inferred,  then,  that 
the  contamination  of  the  waters 
of  cities,  from  cemeteries  in  ge- 
neral, if  it  really  exists,  is  very 
slight,  and  certainly  less  than 
what  proceeds  from  other  causes; 
that  is,  from  drains,  vaults,  and 
house  filth. 

•  The  case  of  the  cemetfery  of 
the  Innocens  has  been  considered 
above  to  be  conclusive,  if  no  po^ 
sitive  and  satisfactory  facts  can 
be  adduced  on  the  other  side. 
Such  positive  facts  may  exist, 
but  I  must  confess  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  them.  During  the 
last  yellow  fever  of  New-York, 
much  was  said  of  the  fatal  effects 
of  the  emanations  from  Trinity 
Church  yard.  The  same  appre- 
hensions arose  in  regard  to  the 
burial  grounds  in  Philadelphia,  Id 
the  yellow  fever  of  1798,  as  al- 
ready seen  in  the  quotation  from 
Dr.  Rush,  and  the  popular  feel- 
ing, as  is  usual  in  such  caseSj  be- 
came strongly  excited.  In  con- 
ducting investigations  of  this  na- 
ture, however,  we  are  not  to  be 
iufluenced  by  popular  prejudice, 
nor  even  by  the  opinion  of  a  few 
medical  men,  who  have  precon- 
ceived opinions  to  support.  The 
question  should  be^  what  is  the 
opinion  of  the  medical  profession 
in  general,  or  that  portion  of  it 
which  have  experience  to  observe 
and  judgment  to  discriminate.  I 
do  not  recollect  that  the  body  of 
the  profession  have  ever  agreed 
in  the  admission  of  fever  from  a 
burying  ground,  in  this  or  any 
country  ;  and  it  seems  that  Dr. 
Rush,  certainly  an  acute  observ- 
er, was  of  an  opposite  opinion,  and 
probably  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
profession  in  the  city  in  which  he 
lived.  Dr.  R.  believed  that  the 
vicinity  of  the  burial  grounds  was 
more  healthy  than  other  places, 
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because  the  air  in  and  about  tbetn 
was  less  confined.  This  opinion 
of  his  was  founded  on  actual  ob- 
servation, and  merits  great  atten- 
tion ;  for  it  shows  that  instead  of 
heiiig  the  sources  of  disease,  the 
cemeteries  are  of  real  utility  in 
cities,  by  preserving  a  number  of 
spaces  where  the  air  may  freely 
circulate,  and  where  an  abundant 
vegetation  may  serve  to  disinfect 
and  purify  the  atmosphere. 

The  vegetable  growth  of  burial 
grounds  is  indeed  little  more  than 
the  common  herbage.  Its  influ- 
ence, though  not  great,  is  of  some 
value.  If  to  this  were  added 
plantations  of  trees,  the  burial 
grounds  would  certainly  be  most 
useful  to  the  public  health.  In 
what  manner  it  is  that  the  leaves 
of  trees  and  plants  render  the  at- 
mosphere salubrious,  has  not  been 
satisfactorily  shown.  That  they 
actually  change  the  qualities  of 
air,  by  absorbing  some  of  its  es- 
sential or  adventitious  properties 
and  exhaling  into  it  others,  is  be- 
yond a  doubt.  There  is,  also, 
much  reason  to  believe  that,  un- 
der ordinary  circumstances,  a  re- 
ciprocal and^  beneficial  action  is 
exerted  on  the  atmosphere  by  the 
respiration  of  animals  and  plants. 
Trees  must  be  considered,  there- 
fore, of  great  benefit  to  cities. 
They  should  be  introduced  wher- 
ever there  is  room  for  them.  In 
public  and  open  cemeteries  they 
should  be  planted,  both  for  the 
purpose  of  purifying  the  air  by 
their  leaves,  and  of  imbibing,  by 
their  roots,  the  substances  pro- 
duced by  the  decomposition  of 
dead  bodies. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject, 
we  cannot  pa^s  over  a  report 
which  has  been  circulated  through 
the  United  States,  copied,  as  it 
should  seem,  from  a  French  jour- 


nal. In  this  we  are  told  that 
among  the  deputation  of  French  . 
savans  lately  embarked  for  Egypt, 
there  is  a  commission  of  medical 
men,  whose  object  is  to  ascertain 
the  origin  of  the  plague.  At  the 
head  of  this  commission  is  placed 
M.  Pariset,  who  has  distinguished 
himself  by  inventing  a  new  theory 
nf  the  origin  of  the  plague.  He 
supposes  this  disease  to  be  gene- 
rated from  the  putrefaction  of 
dead  bodies,  which,  having  been 
buried,  are  uncoyered  and  brought 
to  the  air  by  the  inundations  of  the 
Nile.  He  has  been  led  to  the 
construction  of  this  theory,  it  is 
said,  by  the  coincidence  of  the 
first  appearance  of  the  plague  in 
Egypt,  with  the  change  in  the 
practice  of  embalming  for  that  of 
interring  the  bodies  of  the  dead. 
This  wonderful  ^incidence  is,  we 
are  told,  sufficient  to  justify  M. 
Pariset  in  the  doctrine  that  the 
plague  is  the  offspring  of  animal 
decomposition. 

To  the  physicians  of  this  coun- 
try, the  statement  of  such  a  doc- 
trine is  a  sufficient  refutation  of 
it.  If  there  are  any  persons  not 
conversant  in  medical  matters 
who  have  be^n  influenced  by  such 
a  fancy,  we  refer  them  to  the 
facts  already  quoted  from  differ* 
ent  authors,  and  particularly  to 
that  which  refers  to  the  putrefy- 
ing substance  thrown  into  the  ca- 
nal of  Cairo  ;  and  that  in  which  it 
appears  that  officers  and  soldiers 
passed  and  repassed  the  bodies  of 
the  dead  near  the  bay  of  Abookir, 
in  the  most  active  putrefaction 
and  the  hottest  weather,  without 
ill  consequence. 

As  to  the  fact  that  bodies  are 
washed  out  pf  their  graves  by  the 
inundation  of  the  Nile,  we  know 
nothing ;  but  we  do  know  that  it 
is  after  the  inundation  of  the  Nile 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


36 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


that  the  whole  country  is  filled 
with  the  miasmata  from  decom- 
posing vegetables,  rotted  by  the 
moisture  of  the  Nile  and  the  heat 
of  the  son ;  and  we  also  know 
that  there  is  no  inundation  to  un- 
cover the  dead  bodies  of  the  city 
of  Constantinople,  and  other 
places,  where  the  plague  is  con- 
tinually appearing^. 

If  M.  Pariset  is  the  same  gen- 
tleman who  belonged  to  the 
French  commission  sent  to  Cadiz 
and  Seville,va  few  years  since, 
to  investigate  the  yellow  fever, 
and  who  published  a  splendid 
quarto  volume,  with  a  number  of 
terrifying  engravings  of  this  dis- 
ease, it  is  to  be  feared  his  labors 
will  not  bring  to  light  any  impor- 
tant phenomena  which  have  es- 
caped the  experience  of  Russell 
and  the  sagacity  •f  Senag. 

Let  uit  ne;Kt  proceed  to  consider 
the  application  of  the  preceding 
facts  to  the  vaults  and  drains  of 
cities. 

Vaults,  constructed  as  they  now 
are,  and  thrust  into  our  very 
houses,  by  the  habits  and  wants 
of  large  towns,  are  a  most  serious 
annoyance  to  the  senses.  Their 
effluvia  is  so  generally  experienc- 
ed, as  to  afibrd  abundant  opportu- 
nities for  proving  that  they  do  not 
generate  fevers/  Few  persons 
maintain  that  they  do  so,  and  we 
shall  not  waste  time  in  demon- 
strating the  non-existence  of  a 
power  which  is  not  generally  be- 
lieved in.  The  harrolessness  of 
such  exhalations  might  be  advanc- 
ed as  a  proof,  on  a  large  scale,  of 
the  innocence  of  decomposing  ani- 
mal substances  in  causing  fevers. 
We  do  not,  however,  consider 
them  as  affording  any  such  proof ; 
&nd  not  having  a  particular  theory 
to  support,  shall  not  press  into  our 
service  any  facts  which  do  not  le- 


.gitimately  belong  to  it.  The  con- 
tents of  vaults  are  not  animal  sub- 
stances ;  and,  althoogh  in  their 
chemical  composition  they  are  in 
some  respects  the  same,  the  state 
in  which  I  heir  constituents  exist 
is  such  iis  to  compose  a  totally 
different  matter. 

Although  not  mischievous  in 
breeding  fevers,  vaults  are  per- 
nicious ^in  another  way  ;  that  \ij 
by  corrupting  the  wells.  Their 
semi-liquid  contents,  accumulat- 
ing as  they  do  to  a  large  mass, 
come  at  length  to  exert  a  consi-^ 
derable  pressure  on  the  soil 
around.  Portions  of  liquids  are,  . 
in  consequence,  forced  into  the 
neighboring  earth  ;  and  when,  as 
often  happens,  they  are  near  to 
wells,  they  enter  them,vand  im- 
pair the  purity  of,  or  in  some  in- 
stances wholly  spoil  the  Water.  % 
This  may  be  prevented,  as  I  am 
told  by  a  medical  friend,  by  addi- 
tional boxing  and  curbing  the  well 
to  the  depth  of  about  twenty  feet.* 

•  The  water  of  a  large  part  of  our  wells 
is  not  the  best  qualified  for  use.  The  im- 
purity iutroduced  by  anhnal  and  vegeta- 
ble matters  is  generally  slight,  and  may 
be  removed  by  boiling.  A  more  impor- 
tant impurity  is  that  from  the  multitude 
of  saline  substances  taken  up  in  the  pas- 
sage of  water  through  the  earth,  and 
which  render  it  hard  or  brackish.  Such 
water  is  always  improper,  and  sometimes 
very  injurious  in  complaints  of  the  diges- 
tive and  urinary  organs.  Clear  rain  wa^ 
ter,  and  that  of  the  aqueduct  from  Jamai- 
ca pond,  is  more  conducive  to  health  and 
better  for  cookery.  A  copious  supply  of 
good  water  would  greatly  improve  the 
health  of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  In  de- 
fect of  this,  every  one  who  builds  a  house 
for  his  own  use,  should  construct  a»  large 
and  deep  a  rain-water  cistern  as  he  can 
obtain  ;  and  he  must  take  care  to  have  it 
supplied  from  the  higher  parts  of  his  edi- 
fices, and  avoid  that  from  low  sheds  and 
outhouses.  In  this  way  he  may  command 
an  invaluable  supply  of  the  most  whole* 
some  water.  Many  persons  object  to  the 
use  of  rain  water  as  uncleanly  ;  its  clean- 
liness depends,  however,  on  the  manner 
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This  improvement  wHl  not,  how- 
ever, be  generally  resorted  to  by 
those  who  build  on  speculation, 
and  we  must  therefore  seek  some 
other  remedy.  Such  a  remedy* 
may  be  found  ;  one  of  general  and 
easy  application,  which  I  shall 
presently  indicate. 

Common  sewers  and  drains,  or 
subterraneous  passages  for  con- 
veying away  liquid  filth,  are  of 
great  importance  in  a  crowded 
population.  In  Rome  and  §ome 
other  European  cities,  these  ex- 
cavations are  of  such  magnitude 
as  to  give  passage  to  a  cart  and 
horses.  Some  of  the  cities  of 
this  country  are  well  drained, 
while  others  are  surprisingly  neg- 
lected. In  the  city  of  New-York, 
the  whole  atmosphere  is  impreg- 
nated, in  hot  weather,  with  efflu- 
via from  house  filth,  thrown  on 
the  surface  of  the  earth  and  stag- 
nating in  yards  and  streets*  Such 
an  atmosphere  is  very  uncomfort- 
able and  may  predispose  to  fever. 
That  from  this  cause  the  yellow 
fever  has  ever  been  generated,  L 
am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Boston  is  tolerably  well  drain- 
ed. Nature  has  given  it  advan- 
tages for  carrying  off  its  liquid 
filth  which  all  cities  do  not  pos- 
sess. Many  of  the  common  sew- 
ers, and  nearly  all  the  house  drains 
are,   however,   wretchedly   con- 


in- which  it  Ss  received  and  preserred. 
These  individaals  should  recollect  that 
the  spring  water  is  nothing  more  than  the 
rains  percolated  through  the  earth  ;  and 
their  prejudices,  perhaps,  may  be  further 
diniDishcd^  by  knowing  that  many  cities, 
erto  in  warm  latitudes,  are  supplied 
wholly  from  this  source.  The  prejudice 
against  soft  water,  or,  in  other  words, 
pure  water,  is  so  great  in  Boston,  that  I 
have  repeatedly  known  a  spring  of  the 
purest  and  softest  water  wholly  deserted 
for  another  in  its  vicinity,  which  "had 
more  taste,**  or,  in  other  words,  was 
brackish. 


siruoted.  They  are  composed  of 
a  channel  between  two  rows  of 
bricks,  placed  on  a  board  and  co- 
vered by  uneven  slates  and  shav- 
ings of  wood.  Liquids^  of  course, 
are  not  confined  in  this  passage. 
They  exude  from  its  sides,  pene- 
trate the  surrounding  soil,  and 
make  their  way  into  wells,  cis- 
terns, and  cellars.  Often  we  find 
a  well  is  to  be  newly  dug  to  get 
rid  of  a  source  of  impurity,  which 
might  be  expelled  at  a  cheaper 
rate  by  building  a  good  drain. 
Within  a  few  years,  a  great  im- 
provement has  been  made  by  sub- 
stituting the  cylindriQal  brick 
sewer,  which  is  impervious  and 
durable. 

These  drains  are  used  for  con- 
veying the  washings  of  houses  on- 
ly.- There  is  aftother  important 
use  to  which  they  should  also  be 
applied,— the  draining  of  the  flu- 
ids of  vaults.  It  has  been  already 
shown  that  these  fluids  make  so 
great  pressure  as  to  force  the 
walls  which  contain  them,  conta- 
minate the  surrounding  earth,  and 
Sometimes  find  a  course  to  neigh- 
boring wells.  There  is  no  mode 
in  which  this  can  so  easily  be  re- 
medied as  by  making  a  passage 
from  the  vault  to  the  nearest 
drain.  There  should,  I  conceive, 
be  an  ordinance  of  the  police,  that 
every  vault  hereafter  built  should 
have  an  aperture,  covered  by  a 
proper  strainer,  placed  at  a  cer- 
tain height  from  its  bottom,  and 
cotnmunicating  with  a  drain  in 
such  a  way  as  (o  carry  off  all  the 
fluids  deposited  there  into  the 
common  sewer.  This  plan  would 
have  three  important  advantages. 
First,  it  would  prevent  these  flu- 
ids from  entering  the  wells  ;  se- 
cond, it  would  lessen  the  effluvia, 
by  conveying  away  the  liquid  and 
more  volatile  contents,  and  keep- 
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ing  the  mass  more  distant  from 
the  aufface  oF  the  earth  ;  third, 
this  wbuld  m^ke  it  unnecessary 
to  clear  out  these  places  fre- 
quently, and  thus  the  city  would 
be  saved  a  great  expense,  and  the 
senses  of  the  inhabitants  a  horrible 
and  frequent  nuisance. 

Should  it  be  apprehended  that 
a  communication  mth  the  vaults 
would  contaminate  the  common 
tewersy  a  consideration  of  the  facta 
before  stated  will  wholly  remove 
the  ground  of  that  apprehension. 
The  house-washings,  containing 
vegetable  matters,  are  far  more 
dangerous  to  health  than  the  con- 
tents of  vaults.  Even  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that,  so  far  from 
contaminating  the  sewers,  the  li- 
quids from  vaults  diminish  their 
bad  qualities.  Probably  they,  in 
some  degree,  decompose  the  ve- 
getable miasmata.  However  this 
may  be,  it  is  a  fact  which  I  hold 
from  the  most  intelligent  and  ob- 
serving inspectors  of  the  common 
sewers,  that  where  the  fluids  from 
vaults  have  mingled  with  the  or- 

,  dinary  contents  of  these  recepta- 
cles, the  effluvia,  on  cleaning 
them,  is  less  ofl*ensive  to  the 
smell  than  usual. 

Vegetable  and  animal  sub- 
stances of  a  solid  nature  are,  in 
Boston,  placed  in  temporary  re- 
ceptacles and  carried  away  in 
carts.  This  is  the  only  mode  in 
which  they  can  be  disposed  of ; 
but  the  temporary  receptacle 
should  be  of  a  form  and  construc- 
tion regulated  by  the  police,  and 
the  vehicles  should  be  kept  in  a 
more  cleanly  state  than  has  been 
usual  ;  for  the  annoyance  produc- 
ed by^them  has  been  greater  than 
that  from  any  other  nuisance  to 
which  the  citizens  are  exposed. 
The  street  dirt,  in  a  northern 

city,  and  one  in  which  the  streets 


are  so  much  inelioed  as  in  Boston, 
is  of  little  importance  to  health. 
For  the  take  of  comfort,  the 
streets  should  be  sometimes 
swept,  and  the  carcases  of  dead 
animals  should  be  daily  removed  ; 
but  that  excessive  sweeping, 
which  leaves  the  pavements  uo- 
supported  and  endangers  the  limbs 
of  the  good  citizens  and  their 
horses,  is  neithec  necessary  nor 
proper. 

As  these  remarks  are  intended 
to  aid  in  promoting  the  public 
health  in  Boston,  it  would,  per- 
haps, not  be  thought  irrelevant  to 
advert  to  two  topics,  closely  con- 
nected with  the  subject;  first,  the 
effect  of  the  vegetable  miasmata 
about  the  city  on  the  health  of  the 
citizens,  and,  second,  the  quaran- 
tine laws  for  preventing  the  in- 
troduction of  contagious  diseases. 
To  consider  these  subjects  with 
the  attention  their  importance 
might  demand,  would  too  much 
prolong  these  remarks.  In  regard 
to  the  first,  I  will  say  a  few  words 
only. 

The  malignant  epidemic  fever, 
called  yellow  fever,  which  has 
occasionally  shown  itself  in  Bos- 
ton to  a  limited  extent,  is  caused 
by  the  miasmata  arising  from  the 
decomposition  of  vegetable  mMers, 
These  miasmata  have  been  gene- 
rated in  a  particular  district  only. 
Why  they  have  not  existed  in  oth- 
er quarters,  I  will  not  undertake 
to  say.  Probably  it  is  in  this 
district  only  that  the  necessary 
degree  of  heaty  combined  with 
moisture  and  the  proper  material^ 
is  found  to  exist.  I  advert  to  this 
subject  principally  in  order  to 
state,  that  if  a  new  street  were 
made  on  the  outside  of  the  marshes 
or  flats  of  the  district  where  this 
disease  has  always  appeared,  and 
near  to  the  sea-channel,  the  cause 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


S9 


of  the  yellow  fever  in  Boston  woold 
pr^ablj  be  removed. 

As  to  the  qoaraatiiie  lavrs,  it 
is,  I  believe,  generally  agreed  oo 
bj  the  medical  profesaioQ,  that  in 
this  country  and  in  Europe  tbey 
are  based  on  false  principles  ;  of 
course,  are  more  likely  to  pro- 
duce than  tt)  prevent  disease;  and 
that  they  are  a  vexatious  and  use- 
less interference  with  the  inte- 
rests of  commerce.  When  the 
police  of  large  cities  shall  be  go- 
verned by  enlightened  observation 
instead  of  popular  prejudice,  thQ 
quarantine  system  will  be  revised, 
rendered  more  efficient,  and  less 
onerous.*    There  is,  I  suspect, 

*  The  following  it  one  inrtance  of  the 
imfaTorable  operation  of  the  quarantine 
laws. 

The  summer  of  fhe  year  1819  was  hot, 
and  some  appearances  of  malignant  fever 
in  Boston,  in  the  month  of  July,  excited 
alarm.  In  the  course  of  this  month,  ar- 
rived tlie  ship  Ten  Brothers,  from  Africa, 
by  the  way  of  the  West  Indies,  with  a 
caf^  composed  of  Coffee  and  other  arti>- 
clet.  Part  of  the  coffee  escaped  its  en- 
closures, and  bein|^  acted  on  by  the  moist- 
ure in  the  hold  of  the  ship,  i>ecame  of* 
fensiire.  In  this  condition,  the  vessel  was 
made  to  perform  quarantine  the  usual 
term  in  a  burning;  July  sun.  The  law, 
having  been  satisfied,  the  ship  was  allow- 
ed to  enter  Boston  harbor ;  and  measures 
were  immediately  taken  to  free  her  of  the 
offensive  bilge-water  and  putrid  vegetable 
substances  mixed  with  it. 

Nearly  all  the -persons  who  went  on 
board  that  ship  after  the  putrid  substances 
were  disturbed,  were  attacked  by  malig- 
nant fever,  and  to  the  number  of  ten  or 
twelve  died  in  from  three  to  five  days. 
Some  died  in  Boston ;  two  in  Charlestown, 
near  Boston ;  one  in  Portsmouth,  si&ty 
miles  from  Boston;  one  in  Portland,  a 
hundred  miles  from  Boston,  and  one  on 
Cape  Cod.  None  of  them  communicated 
the  ditease  to  other  persons. 

Had  the  apprehensions  in  regard  to  this 
ship  been  directed,  not  to  any  supposed 
infection  contained  in  her,  but  to  that  ve- 
getable corruption  with  which  she  was 
cbarg-ed^  the  evil  would  probably  have 
been  removed  early  enough  to  prevent  the 
production  of  those  fatal  malignant  fe- 
vers. 


no  place  where  a  greater  im- 
provement in  this  department  has 
been  effected  than  in  Boston. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  this 
paper  will,  I  hope,  be  found  to 
rest,  as  they  should  do,  on  facts  ; 
and  to  be  supported  by  the  expe^ 
rience  of  my  professional  breth* 
ren.  If  they  were  the  doctrines 
or  the  theories  of  an  individual 
only,  they  would  not  arid  ought 
not  to  have  that  influence  in  pub- 
lic improvements,  which  other- 
wise they  might  be  expected  to 
do.  Should  a  difference  of  opi- 
nion exist  on  any  important  point, 
I  hope  these  remarks  may  have 
the  effect  to  bring  it  forth  ;  to 
exhibit  the  results  of  greater  ex- 
perience and  sagacity,  and.  thus 
to  aid  me  in  attaining  the  ob- 
jects I  have  had  in  view, — the 
removal  of  prejudices  and  the 
promotion  of  the  public  health 
and  pomfort.  J.  C.  W. 


II. 

Cases  of  Jlbortion, 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal/ 

By  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Brkwster. 

Mrs.  — —  suffered  an  abortion 
Aug.  27th,  1826,  at  the  close  of 
the  second  month  of  gestation. 
She  had  very  sPght  hemorrhage, 
and  in  abput  a  week  rode  two 
miles  in  a  chaise  and  returned  at 
evening.  She  retired  to  rest,  and 
was  awakened  from  sleep  by  pro-  ^ 
fuse  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus. 
She  was  pale,  faint,  and  pulse 
almost  imperceptible.  Large 
cloths,  dipped  in  cold  vinegar  and 
water,  were  immediately  applied 
to  the  abdomen,  which  soon  check^ 
ed  the  flow  of  blood.  Coagula 
were  formed,  plugging  the  os  ute- 
ri, which  restrained  the  bemor- 
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rbage^untiljtbey  were  ditcharged, 
when  the  flooding  was  renewed. 
She  continued  in  this  alarming 
state  for  about  seven  days,  with- 
out the  true  cause  of  the  hemor- 
rhage having  been,  suspected.  It 
was  ascri^d  to  riding  too  soon, 
before  the  bloodvessels  of  the 
uterus  bad  regained  their  tone. 
But  at  length  a^coagulum  protrjid- 
ed  the  external  orifice,  of  more 
than  ordinary  size  and  density. 
A  putrid  smell  being  perceived, 
led  us  to  suspect  a. retention *of 
the  placenta  being  the  cause  of 
the  flooding.  The  mass  that  fill^ 
ed  the  os  uteri  was  removed,  and 
to  our  great  satisfaction  the  he- 
morrhage ceased.  It  proved  to 
be  the  placenta,  which  we  sup- 
posed had  been  expelled  with 
coagula  at  the  time  of  abortion. 
The  above  case  shows  the  neces- 
sity of  careful  examinations  of  the 
discharges  after  abortions,  and  of 
the  importance  of  rest  until  the 
placenta  is  expelled. 

Case  II.  shows  the  effect  of 
Sac.  Saturni  in  curing  uterine  he- 
morrhage. 

Mrs. bad  an  abortion  be- 

.  fore  the  end  of  the  second  month, 
which  took  place  June  28th,  1 827. 
The  discharge  of  blood  was  mo- 
derate, and  the  placenta  was  re- 
tained. Manual  assistance  was 
of  no  avail,  for  it  could  not  be 
reached*  Frequent  discharges 
of  blood  occurred,  which  were 
very  alarming  to  the  patient,  al- 
though not  very  profuse.  In  about 
eight  or  ten  days,  the  placenta 
was  thrown  ofi*  by  the  eflbrts  of 
the  uterus..  Blood  still  continued 
Jo  'flow  from  the  uterus  at  inter- 
'  als,  and  sometimes  a  constant 
fitillicidium  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time.  The  patient  was 
eonfioed  to  a  recumbent  posture, 


expecting  the  discbargei  which 
was  supposed  to  be  of  a  lochial 
nature,  to  cease.  But  in  this  we 
were  disappointed ;  and  after 
waiting  a  reasonable  time,  admi- 
nistered calomel,  sulphate  of  cop- 
per, alum,  kino,  and,  by  advice 
of  a  neighboring  physician,  tinct. 
canth.  But  my  patient  was  still 
kept  in  a  state  of  debility  by  fre- 
quent discharges  of  blood.  I  then 
administered  sac.  sat.,  2  to  3  grs., 
ipecac,  1  gr.  ;  opii,  ^  gr.  ;  every 
six  hours.  This  remedy  soon  had 
the  eflect  of  stopping  the  hemor- 
rhage, and  my  patient  convalesced. 

Case  III.  is  noticed  to  manifest 
the  eflect  of  Ergot  and  Ens  Ve- 
neris on  a  case  of  retention  of  the 
placenta,  which  occurred  June, 
1828. 

In  this  case,  the  abortion  oc^ 
curred  in  the  fourth  month,  the 
fo&tus  was  expelled  without  pro- 
fuse hemorrhage,  and  the  placen- 
ta retained.  The  attending  phy- 
sician told  the  patient  that  the 
placenta  was  detached,  and  that 
a  cathartic  would  cause  its  ex- 
pulsion. The  cathartic  was  ta- 
ken, but  the  placenta  was  not 
thrown  ofi*.  On  the  fourth  day  !> 
was  called,  and  on>  examination, 
found  the  os  uteri  to  admit  only 
one  finger,  and  that  the  placenta 
could  not  be  felt.  There  was  no 
hemorrhage,  but  a  violent  oppres- 
sion and  spasmodic  pain  at  the 
stomach.  Opium,  in  large  doses, 
gave  relief.  Another  cathartic^ 
was  administered,  and  stimulating 
glysters,  but  without  any  eflect 
as  to  removing  the  placenta.  A 
subsequent  examination  showed 
that  the  os  uteri  was  enlarged, 
and  the  placenta  could  be  felt, 
but  appeared  adherent  and  could 
not  be  removed.  £rg6t  was  ad* 
ministered,  in  as  largo  doses  as 
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the  stomach  coold  bear,  for  forty- 
eight  hours,  witfaoQt  causing  any 
uterine  pains  or  any  perceptible 
effect  on  the  placenta.  I  then 
directed  ena  veneris,  feram  am- 
DoniacaJe,  in  teaspoonfui  doses, 
every  six  hours,  to  be  taken  in 
iorusioD  of  tansy.  Uterine  con- 
traction was  8000  perceived  by 
the  patient,  and  on  the  second  .day 
the  expulsion  of  the  placenta  took 
place. 

Hamptofij  Conn.y  Feb.y  1829. 


HI. 

•9  Case  of  Idiocy  following  Epilep- 
syj  with  tkc  Appearances  on  Ex' 
aminalion  after  Death, 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

J.  M.  B.  had  been  subject  to  epi- 
leptic convulsions  from  his  birth  to 
the  time  of  bis  death,  a  period  of 
about  twenty-two  years.  Sorae- 
titnes  he  would  have  several  fits 
in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours; 
at  other  times,  be  would  go  near- 
ly a  month  without  an  attack. 
His  stature  was  about  four  feet 
only,  and  his  body  and  limbs  were 
small  in  proportion,  excepting  his 
banda  and  organs  of  generation, 
which  were  as  large  as  of  a  man 
of  full  size.  When  calm  and  not 
provoked,  (for  he  was  easily  ex- 
cited to  violent  passion,)  his  coun- 
tenance and  figure,  while  standing 
«ip,  exhibited  most  perfect  idiocy. 
Hia  knees  partially  bent,  bis  toes 

.  lAcliDing  inwards,  his  shoulders 
protruding  forwards,  his  bead  and 
face  a  little  turned  to  the  right 

.  side,  with  a  pouting  lip  amd  tongue 
lolling  from  his  month, — all  con- 
trifaated  to  give  the  idcfa  that  men- 
tal capacity  was  wanting.  In 
fact,  his  mind  was  exceedingly 
imbecile  ;  .though  at  « times  he 
woaki  display  a  degree  of  cunning 


auch  as  coald  hardly  be  reconciled 
with  his  usual  impotence.  The 
marks  of  puberty  appeared  as 
early. and  as  fully  as  usual,  and 
he  frequently  exhibited  great  de- 
sire to  gratify  the  sexual  appetite. 
A  few  weeks  before  his  death,  he 
began  to  show  signs  of  uncommon 
weakness,  though  without  any  in- 
creased frequency  of  the  fits, 
which  were  soon  followed  by  ap- 
parent great  internal  distress.  He 
was  unable  to  tell  whence  his  un- 
easiness proceeded,  yet  it  was 
evident  from  a  continued  wringing 
and  twisting  of  his  body^  and  his 
frequent  loud  groans.  This  state 
continued  for  a  few  days,  when 
his  limbs  becamecold  and  his  lips 
purple,  and  he  gradually  sunk 
without  convulsions.  He  became 
blind  a  short  time  before  death. 

Post-mortem  Examination^  fifty 
hours  after  death. — The  head  only 
was  examined.  External  appear- 
ance, nothing  unnatural,  except 
its  size,  which  was  quite  small. 
Internally,  the  dura  mater  was 
thought  to  adhere,  with  uncom- 
mon firmness,  to  the  cranial  honest 
External  appearance  of  the  brain 
itself  qu4te  natural;  but  upon  slic- 
ing the  cerebrum,,  it  was  found 
much  harder,  or  of  much  greater 
consistence  than  common,  and  that 
tbe  medullary  bore  a  far  less  pro- 
portion to  the  cincritious  matter 
than  is  usual  in  sound  brains.  The 
septum  lucidum  had  the  appear- 
ance, and  almost  the  consistence 
of  cartilage.  The  lateral  ventri- 
cle, on  the  right  side,  was  natu- 
ral, excepting,  perhaps,  it  coq- 
tained  more  water  than  is  usual ; 
but  in  tracing  the  posterior  bora 
of  the  left  lateral  ventricle,  af 
its  extremity  a  hole  was  discover- 
ed, large  enough  to  admit  the  end 
of  tbe  finger,  which  communicat. 
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ed  with  a  oiembranoos  sac,  of 
about  the  size  of  an  English  wal- 
nut, .and  which  was  .filled  with 
water.  When  the  sac  was  press- 
ed, the  \rater  passed  freely  into 
the  ventricle.  At  its  most  ex- 
treme portion,  that,  viz*,  which 
was  the  posterior  terminatioa  of 
the  left  hemisphere,  the  mem- 
branes of  the  brain  only  remained, 
and  formed  the  sac  in  that  portion 
of  It,  the  substancb  of  the  brain 
there  having  entirely  disappeared. 


IV. 

On  Inflammation  of  the  Placenta, 

Bt  S.  J.  Stratford,  Surgeon. 

That  inflammation  of  the  placenta 
will  sometimes  occur  is,  I  believe, 
now  placed  beyond  all  doubt :  the 
symptoms,  and  more  especially 
the  cotisec^uences,  do  not  appear 
to  be  /ully  understood :  perhaps, 
however,  the  circumstances  at- 
tjending  the  following  cases  may 
tend  in  some  degree  to  illustrate 
them. 

About  the  middle  of  June,  1828, 
I  was  called  to  Mrs.  C.  who  be- 
lieved herself  in  about  the  third 
month  of  pregnancy.  She  had 
been  attacked  with  pain  in  the 
back,  extending  down  the  thighs  ; 
it  had  come  on  gradually,  and  was 
attended  with  symptoms  of  fever  ; 
such  as  a  quick  pulse,  sickness  at 
stomach,  constipation,  &c.  These 
symptoms  increased  ;  she  was  at- 
tacked with  cold  shivers,  and  dis- 
charge of  blood  from  the  uterus  : 
this  and  the  pains  increased  ;  and 
after  a  short  time  an  ovum  was 
discharged,  with  its  membranes, 
placenta,  &c.  The  pains  now 
somewhat  subsided;  so  also  did 
the  haemorrhage  ;  but  there  was 
a  degree  of  tenderness  experienc- 
ed upon  pressure  just  above  the 


sym-y'isis  vnlis.  This,  however, 
subsided  after  the  administration 
of  some  pjrgative,  and  sudorific 
medicines. 

,  Upon  examining  the  ovum  I 
found  that  the  fo&tus  and  all  its 
appendages  were  present.  The 
placenta  was  large,  soft,  and 
spongy  ;  its  surface  covered  with 
flakes  of  coagulable  lymph  :  these 
were  particularly  marked  upon 
its  inner  surface,  while  some  were 
loose,  and  easily  detached.  The 
foetal  membranes  I  thought  some- 
what thicker  than  usual,  arid  more 
opaque  ;  th  *  liquor  amnii  contain- 
ed small  portions  of  lymph  float- 
ing in  it.  The  umbilical  cord  was 
swelled  ;  and  the  whole  cellular 
tissue  of  the  foetus  was  loaded 
with  a  thin  serous  fluid  ;  in  some 
parts  to  the  extent  as  almost  to 
render  it  transparent. 

Reflecting  upon  this  case,  I  am 
led  to  conclude  that  inflammation 
of  the  placenta  is  sometimes  a 
cause  of  abortion,  and  that  the 
efl*ects  of  inflammatory  action  in 
this  membrane  are  similar  to 
those  which  evince  themselves  ia 
the  other  animal  tissues.  The 
disease  appears  in  some  degree 
to  have  extended  to  the  structure 
of  the  uterus  ;  as  may  be  inferred 
from  the  pain  on  pressure,  and 
febrile  symptoms  ;  while  the  ef- 
fused lymph  decidedly  points  to 
the  part  aflected.  A  very  curi- 
ous, and  not  the  less  interesting 
point,  is  the  effusion  of  serum  in« 
to  the  structure  of  the  foetus — a 
kind  of  congenital  dropsy,  bearing 
a  very  considerable  analogy  to 
general  anasarca  caused  by  disease 
of  the  lungs.  The  similarity  in 
function  oi  the  parts  tend  to  con- 
vince us,  that  although  it  may  dif- 
fer as  to  the  positive  situation  of 
its  cause,  the  effects  are  the 
same.     These  conclusions  are  aU 
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80  sapported  by  8^  case  which  oc- 
curred to  me  while  a  student  in 
London.  I  had  engaged  to  attend 
a  poor  woDfian  at  her  labor  ;  when 
I  first  saw  her  she  believed  her- 
seir  to  be  in  about  the  seventh 
month  of  her  pregnancy  ;  she  was 
particularly  large,  the  abdomen 
being  greatly  distended.  She  had 
long  experienced  severe  pains  in 
the  back,  which  I  suspected 
might  arise  from  the  evident  dis- 
tension of  the  uterus.  About  a 
month  after  1  first  saw  her,  I  was 
called  to  attend  her  :  before  I 
arrived  the  membranes  had  brok- 
en, and  considerable  quantities  of 
water  were  occasionally  discharg- 
ed. The  labor  proved  tedious, 
but  the  child  was  at  hst  expelled  ; 
and  I  confess  I  was  sonaewhat  sur- 
prised to  find,  although  alive,  it 
was  completely  oedematous  ;  its  . 
cellular  tissue  was  filled  with  se- 
rum, as  in  a  common  dropsy  ;  the 
distension  of  this  texture  was  uni- 
versal ;  while  in  all  the  parts  en- 
dowed with  a  lax  cellular  tissue 
it  was  particularly  remarkable. 
The  respiration  was  very  short 
and  quick,  evidently  oppressed, 
while  the  whole  of  the  child  felt 
extremely  cold.  The  umbilical 
cord  was  also  swelled  and  full  of 
serum,  so  much  so  that  I  found  it 
difficult  to  restrain  the  haemor- 
rhage by  the  ligature.  The  child 
lived  about  three  weeks,  during 
which  period  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  serum  was  removed  by 
the  absorbents.  The  skin  now 
was  lax,  and  the  countenance  ap- 
peared shrivelled  and  ancient, 
while  general  debility  was  partr- 
cularly  marked  ;  and  it  sunk  with- 
out presenting  indications  of  any 
obvious  disease.  The  symptoms 
which  here  presented  themselves 
I  am  now  inclined  to  believe  were 
caused  by   inflammation    of  the 


placenta  ;  much  more  chronic, 
however,  than  the  preceding;  va- 
riety ;  and  the  morbid  accumula- 
tion of  the  liquor  amnii,  in  all  pro- 
bability, was  connected  with  the, 
existence  of  the  same  disease. 
Some  of  the  symptoms  nearly  cor- 
respocid  with  the  description  of 
the  compact  cedema  of  infants,  as 
^iven  by  M.  Leger,  and  I  cannot 
help  suspecting  that  future  expe- 
rience will  confirm  the  fact,  while 
it  will  be  found  that  inflammation 
of  the  placenta  afforded  the  me- 
chanical obstruction  to  the  foetal 
circulation  which  he  imagined  was 
a  cause  of  that  disease. 


V.     . 

SELECTIONS. 

Rupture  of  the   Uterus — Ccesarean 
,  Section. 

At  a  n^eeting  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  London,  Nov.  17,  1828, 
Mr.  Lord  related  the  case  of  rup- 
tured uterus,  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded on  the  preceding  evening. 
The  patient  was  36  years  of  age. 
At'^the  period  when  the  os  uteri 
was  fully  dilated,  the  vagina  well 
lubricated,  and  a  portion  of  the 
scalp  protruding,  all  uterine  ac- 
tion subsided. .  Three  doses  of 
the  secale  comutnm  were  adminis- 
tered, but  without  producing  any 
marked  effect :  the  parietal  bone 
was  felt  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 
The  vectis  was  used  without  ef- 
fect. It  was  then  deemed  pro- 
per to  perforate  the  head  :  upon 
examining,  however,  previous  to 
this  step,  it  was  found  that  the 
head  had  got  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  hand,  and  it  was  soon  seen  that 
all  the  evidences  of  a  rupture  of 
the  uterus  were  present.  Dr. 
Hopkins  saw  the  patient  at  this 
crisis.     Upon  examiaatioo  per  va- 
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gioam,  the  uterus  was  found  per- 
maneatly  contracted,  and  although 
the  laceration  of  the  organ  could 
be  diacovered,  it  was  not  possible 
td  reach  the  fcetus,  which  was 
lying  io  the  cavity  of  the  abdooien. 
It  was  then,  in  consultation,  de- 
termined that  the  Cesarean  ope- 
ratipo  should  be  performed.  An 
incision,  half  an  inch  distant  from 
the  linea  alba,  and  extending  to 
seven  inches  and  a  half,  was 
made  ;  the  extremities  and  trunk 
of  the  child  presented,  and  the 
head,  in  a  very  enlarged  state 
from  hydrocephalic  eflfusion,  was 
found  to  have  been  the  cause  of 
the  protraction  of  the  labor.  Dur- 
ing the  operation  not  more  than  a 
teaspoonful  of  blood  was  lost  ;  the 
placenta  was  easily  detached,  and 
the  wound  closed  in  the  usual 
way.  The  patient  expressed  her- 
self greatly  relieved  by  the  ope- 
ration. Leeches  were  applied  to 
Xbe  abdomen,  and  a  mild  nourish- 
ment given.  For  a  time  the  pa- 
tient appeared  to  rally  ;  she  had 
a  quiet  night ;  the  pulse,  howe- 
ver, was  rapid ;  and  death 
took  place  eight  hours  after  the 
operation. 

Jiledico-Chirurgical  Society ^    De- 
cember 9,  1828. 

A  paper  was  read  ^'  upon  the 
Morbid  Affection  in  young  Chil- 
<lren,  resembling  Hydrocephalus, 
but  arising  from  circumstances  of 
exhaustion,"  by  Dr.  Marshall 
Hall. 

About  the  period  of  weaning,  or 
from  errors  in  diet,  infants  are  apt 
to  be  affected  with  diarrhoea. 
This  leads  to  a  state  of  exhaus- 
tion ';  and  in  some  of  these  cases 
there  arise  symptoms  resembling 
those  of  hy drencephalus.  A  simi- 
lar affection  occurs  in  older  chil- 
dren in  the  course  of  diseases 


which  have  required  leeches,  pur- 
gatives, and  other  evacuant  reme- 
dies, which  equally  induce  a  state 
of  exhaustion. 

In  such  cases  the  child  dozes, 
the  eyes  being*  half  open  and 
unfixed  ;  the  conjunctiva  is  apt 
to  become  inflamed  from  *ex* 
posure-;  the  pupils  are  tardily  af- 
fefcted  by  light.  The  counte- 
nance is  pallid  ;  the  cheeks  cool 
or  cold.  The  unfixed  state  of  the 
eyes  is  to  be  distinguished  from 
strabismus  ;  and  the  condition  of 
the  countenance  is  to  be  taken  ia 
connexion  with  the  history  of  the 
case,  in  order  to  estabHsh  the  di- 
agnosis between  this  affection  and 
hydrencephalus. 

The  diagnosis  is  highly  impor- 
tant, for  the  recovery  of  the  lit- 
tle patient  depends  entirely  upon 
it.  To  treat  it  as  hydrencephalus 
is  inevitably  to  destroy  life. 
Brandy  alone  can  cure. 

This  affection  is  by  no  means 
rare.  It  has  been  slightly  de- 
scribed by  Dr.  Abercrombie  is  his 
late  work  on  diseases  of  the  brain: 
otherwise  it  appears  to  ihave  es- 
caped the  notice  of  medical  wri- 
ters. The  author  describes  se- 
veral interesting  cases.  The 
subject  is  altogether  one  of  great 
interest  and  novelty. 

JVtia;  Vomica  in  Chronic  Diarrhoea 
and  Intestinal  Hemorrhages. 

M.  RecajDier,  of  the  H^tel 
Dieu,  having  learnt  that  the  nux 
vomica  was  used  in  chronic  diar- 
rhoea by  the  practitioners  of  the 
north,  administered  it  in  the  fol- 
lowing case,  and  with  success. 

A  man,  fifty  years  of  age,  emi- 
nently nervous,  had  been  long  sub- 
ject to  alternations  of  bilious  diar- 
rhoea and  intestinal  hemorrha^y, 
which  had  reduced  him  to  an 
alarming  state  ;  his  lips  and  coun- 
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teoance  were  pallid.  Sometimes 
the  bil  0U9  dux  preceded  the  he- 
morrhoidal discharge  ;  at  others, 
the  order  was  reversed.  Colom- 
bo, semirouba,  and  powdered 
charcoal,  had  been  tried  without 
effect.  Opium,  in  the  dose  of  a 
quarter  of  a  grain,  disagreed. 
One^eigbth  of  a  grain  of  the  alco- 
holic extract  of  dux  vomica  was 
then  prescribed.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  the  stools  were  reduced 
from  twelve  or  fifteen  to  three 
or  four.  The  dose  was  then  dou- 
bled, one-quarter  of  a  grain  given, 
and  the  patient  was  speedily  cured 
by  this  treatment. — La  Clinique. 

Imperforate  Anus, 

Died  at  Woodstock,  Conn.,  on 
the  27th,  Ralph  Alonzo,  infant 
child  of  the  Rev.  Ralph  S.  Cramp- 
too. 

The  circumstance  which  occa- 
sioned the  death  of  the  child,  was 
a  peculiar  and  novel  malformation 
in  the  inferior  part  of  the  pelvis, 
producing  an  imperforated  anus. 

The  peculiarity  of  the  case 
consisted  in  a  tendinous  ligament 
passing  laterally  across  the  lower 
part  of  the  pelvis,  about  six  or 
eight  lines  from  the  sacrum,  and 
about  one  inch  from  the  anus. 
To  this  ligament,  the  superior  and 
inferior  portions  of  the  rectum 
were  perfectly  united.  The  ob- 
struction was  discovered  about 
twenty-two  hours  after  birth,  by 
attempting  to  administer  an  injec- 
tion per  anum.  Surgical  aid  was 
immediately  procured,  and  upon 
examination,  the/  tendinous  cord 
could  be  felt ;  but  directing  the 
probe  either  anterior  or  posterior 
to  this  line,  it  might  be  introduced 
a  little  further  up  the  rectum. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it 
was^oncluded  to  attempt  an  open- 
ing by  an  incision  :  accordingly,  a 
director  was  introduced,  anterior 


to  the  ligament,  until  it  met  with 
resistance  ;  a  sharp  pointed  bis- 
toury was  then  directed  up  the 
groove  of  the  director,  and  an  in- 
^cision  made  towards «the  sacrum. 
A  portion  of  the  meconium  was 
then  discharged,  wi^h  the  aid  of 
the  director.  No  motion  of  the 
bowels  could  be  produced  after 
the  operation,  and  the  child  ^x* 
pired  in  about  six  hours.  Upon 
examination  after  death,  ft  was 
found  that  the  point  of  the  bistou- 
ry had  passed  through  the  anteri- 
or part  of  the  inferior  portion  of 
the  rectum,  (whicl^was  extended 
at  the  time  into  the  form  of  a  sac, 
by  the  point  of  the  director,)  in 
front  of  the  ligament;  from  thence 
it  passed  directly  into  the  supe- 
rior portion  of  the  rectum,  wbicb 
was  extended  over  the  ligament 
in  front  by  the  meconium^  Thus, 
a  communication  was  not  only 
made  between  the  two  portions 
of  the  rectum,  but  also  with  the 
cavity  of  the  pelvis,  producing  a 
general  effusion  of  blood  through-* 
out  that  part  of  the  body. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  MARCH  3, 1829. 

Compendium  of  Operative  Midwife* 
ry ;    or^  the  JHanual  and  Instru- 
mental Operations  of  Preternatu- 
ral Labors  reduced  to  the  greatest 
Simplicity;  preceded  by  an  In- 
vestigation of  the  Mechanism  of 
Natural  Labor,  From  the  French 
of  Julius  Hatin,  Doctor  of  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Paris^   S^c. 
4'c.     By    Richard    Tuite,    M. 
D.,  formerly    President  of   the 
Royal  Physical  Society  of  Edin- 
burgh^ Sfc,      New-York  and.  Bos- 
ton.     C.  S.  Francis  and  Munroe 
&  Francis.     1828. 
Every  student    of  midwifery   must 
have  been  struck  with  the  elaborate 
minuteness  of  detail  which  character- 
izes French  writers  on  this  subject* 
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The  remark  applies  eipeeially  to  la- 
bor, the  meehanism  of  labor  as  it  is  so 
appropriately  termed  by  them.  It 
hardly  seems  possible  that  the  foetus 
cau  present  iu  any  way,  or  that  there 
is  any  portion  of  it  which  by  any  possi- 
bility can  become  the  presenting  part, 
which  has  not  been  distinctly  point- 
ed ouC  by  these  writers,  and  the  rule 
of  practice  laid  down  with  a  preci- 
sion not  surpassed  in  the  most  me- 
chanical methods.  One  cannot  but 
be  struck,  if^he  be  not  instructed, 
by  the  mathematical  accuracy  with 
which  the  pelvis,  the  foetal  head,  and 
the  mechanism  of  labor,  are  describ- 
ed in  many  of  the  earlier  French 
authors.  It  is  quite  sufficient  to  re- 
fer to  Levret  and  La  Mocte  for  con- 
firmation of  this  remark.  The  dia- 
grams, with  their  right  lines,  circles, 
and  letters  of  reference,  might  al- 
most lead  you  to  suppose  that  a  book 
on  geometry  had  been  put  in  your 
hands,  instead  of  a  humble,  practical 
treatise  of  midwifery.  These  re- 
marks are  not  made  to  detract  from 
the  high  value  of  the  works  referred 
to.  If  studied  faithfully,  and  they 
can  never  be  understood  by  the  com- 
mon business  of  mere  readings  let 
the  case  and  the  rule  be  once 
known,  and  exactly  remembered, 
and  an  approximation  to  the  same 
certainty  which  characterises  much 
of  operative  surgery,  will  belong  to 
midwifery.  The  work  at  the  head 
of  this  notice  is  strictly  French,  and 
it  presents  in  a  very  convenient  form 
the  peculiarities  and  excellences  of 
the  French  system.  To  the  student 
of  English  midwifery,  which  is  cha- 
racterised by  generalization  more 
than  by  detail,  this  work  will,  mudb 
of  it,  seem  very  obscure.    The  whole 


language  be  will  find  new  to  him,  and 
he  will  be  led  to  ask  himself,  ^^  can 
presentations  be  so  numerous  and 
diverse,  and  can  I  ever  make  them 
out  in  actual  practice  ?"  To  those 
who  have  been  taught  after  the  sys- 
tem of  Baudelocque,  which  is  adopt- 
ed at  least  by  one  of  our  schools, 
this  work  will  ofier  great  facilities  of 
reference,  and  forms  a  neat,  conve- 
nient manual.  It  may  be  further 
added,  that  as  some  patience,  some 
study,  will  soon  enable  all  pupils  and 
practioners  to  avail  themselves  of  its 
helps, it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  favora- 
bly received  by  the  profession.  Some 
slight  errors  and  inadvertences  were 
marked  in  the  margin  as  we  read  the 
CompendiumybviiM  the  purpose  of  this 
notice  is  rather  recommendation,  than 
criticism,  they  need  not  be  specified. 
In  a  future  edition  the  translator  will 
probably  correct  them. 

The  following  extract,  taken  up 
without  particular  selection,  will  give 
the  reader  some  notion  of  the  work. 

"  General  Rules  for  the  application 
of  the  Forceps, 

1.  Whenever  the  head  of  the  foe- 
tus is  placed  in  a  direct*  positioo, 
you  must  introduce  in  the  first  place 
the  left  branch  with  the  left  hand, 
and  then  the  right  branch  with  the 
right  hrind. 

2.  Whenever  the  head  is  placed 
diagonally,  you  must  observe  which 
extremity  of  its  antero-posterior  dia- 
meter presents  forwards.  When  the 
occiput  or  the  forehead  is  in  corres- 
pondence with  the  left  cotyloid  cavi- 
ty, introduce  in  the  first  place  the 
right  branch  with  the  right  hand,  and 
then  the  left  branch,  which  must  alao 

•  \Ve  shall  always  apply  the  term  di- 
rect to  those  positions  iil  which  the  occi- 
pitoLfrontal  diameter  of  the  head  is  found 
in  the  direction  of  the  antero-poeterior 
diameter  of  the  pelvis. 
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be  introdoeed  by  the  right  hand,  for 
ID  all  the  diagonals  you  must  intro« 
duce  both  branches  with  the  same 
hand. 

3.  When  the  occiput  or  the  fore- 
head corresponds  to  the  right  coty- 
loid cavity,  first  introduce  the  left 
braoch  with  the  left  hand,  and  then 
the  right  branch  also  with  the  left 
hand. 

4.  The  branch  ought  to  be  so 
placed,  that  the  old  curve  of  tlie 
blades  may  correspond  by  their  con- 
vexity to  the  concavity  of  the  peivis, 
and  by  their  concavity  to  the  con- 
vexity of  the  head. 

The  new  curve  ought  to  corres- 
pond by  its  concavity  to  the  pubis, 
and  by  its  coi^veiity  to  the  sacrum. 

5.  The  hand  which  is  free  ought 
always  to  serve  as  a  ^ulde  to  the 
branches,  and  to  be  directed  back- 
wards towards  the  sacro-iliac  sym- 
physis ;    it    ought   likewise    to    be 

Caced  between  the  womb  and  (he 
tad,  when  the  head  is  still  enclosed 
in  tbe  womb,  and  between  the  vagi- 
na and  the  head  when  it  has  passed 
through  the  neck  of  the  womb  ;  in 
this  manner  you  wijl  most  certainly 
avoid  wounding  the  womb  or  the 
vagina. 

6.  Each  branch  of  the  forceps 
ought  to  be  held,  not  as  you  would 
hold  a  pen  in  writing,  but  with  a 
firmer  grasp  and  with  the  whole 
hand,  the  thumb  extended  on  the 
external  side  of  the  articulation. 

7.  The  forceps  ought  to  be  warm- 
ed and  lubricated  by  an  unctuous 
substance,  to  facilitate  its  iutroduc- 
lion. 

8.  The  patient  ought  to  he  placed 
10  the  same  position  as  for  a  manual 
delivery. 

9.  The  accoucheur,  when  about 
to  introduce  the  forceps,  ought  to  be 
placed  between  the  thighs  of  the  wo- 
man ;  he  directs  the  blade  in  the  first 
place  back  of  the  bead,  and  after- 
wards raises  it  upon  its  lateral  region 
by  means  of  ih^  hand  introduced  in- 
to the  parts.  To  raise  the  blade  to 
tbe  place  wbieh  it  should  occupy,  he 
glides  his  index  finger  behind  Its  an- 


terior cheek,  the  middle  finger  he- 
hind  the  posterior  cheek,  and«  the 
thumb  under  the  latter. 

10.  When  the  instrument  is  ap- 
plied, the  accouchear  places  himself 
to  the  right  or  left  of  the  handle  in 
the  direct  position,  hut  constantly 
behind  it  in  the  diagonal  position. 

11.  The  hands  of  the  accoucheur, 
in  grasping  the  forceps  when  applied, 
ought  to  be  placed  difierently  in'  the 
positions  of  the  superior  and  inferior 
straits.  At  the  inferior  strait,  the 
hand  which  grasps  the  handle  ought 
to  be  first  placed  under  the  instru- 
ment, while  the  other  which  is  near 
the  genitals  ought  to  be  placed  upon  it. 

At  the  superior  strait  it  is  the  con- 
trary ;  moreover,  the  index  finger  of 
the  hand  which  is  near  the  genitals 
ought  to  be  carried  up  to  the  head, 
in  order  to  ascertain  if  it  follow  the 
movements  which  you  are  endeavor- 
ing to  execute  with  the  forceps.*^ 

WEEKLY   &EPOBT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Emlin^  February  26,  at  noon. 
Feb.  19.  Adeline  E.  Hartahorji,  17  itio. 

20.  Ezekiel  Car,  28  yrs. 
Michael  Stone,                       4t 
John  Pilsbury,                       17  mo. 

*     Deborah  Taftfl, 

21.  Robie  A.  Butler,  18 
Jos.  H.  Hin,  16 
Mary  Steel,  79  yni. 
Mary  Peirce,  20 
Elizabeth  Mitcbel,  83 

22.  Barnard  Hunt,  81 
Edward  Strain,  2 

Ekhier  Holt,  4  / 

Lydia  Petty,  40 

Daniel  W.  Colby,  6  roo, 

23.  Hugh  R.  Kendall,  64  yn. 
I               Son  of  Jacob  Page,  6  w. 

24.  Wm.  Baker  Ingalls,  6  mo. 
Hannah  E.  Daniels,  5 
Henrietta^Keen,                     22  yrs. 

26.  Susanna  Bennet,  54 

Thomas  Roddin,  88 

Sarah  Bur^e,  64 

Ann  Lovcring,  69 

.Tohn  ClifTord,  48 

26.  Isaac  B  idler,  21 

Sainuel  Hale  Parker,  8 

Amanda  Brackett, 
Convulsions,  2— consumption,  6 — childbed, 
1 — debility,  1— inflammation,  I — inflammation 
in  the  bowels,  2 — inflammation  in  the  bra*n, 
1 — infantile,  1— lung  fever,  6 — old  age,  1 — 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  1 — sadden,  1 — teeth- 
ing, 2— unknown,  2.  Males,  14 — females, 
14.    Stillborn,  1.    Total,  29. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


THE  ATHENEUM; 

o& 

SPIRIT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  MAOAEINB8. 

Umbellished  with  elegani  colored  Plates  of 
the  Female  Fashions^  Portraits  of  dit^ 
Hnguithed  Charaelert^  <:c.,  and  contain' 
inir  select  Pieces  of  the  newest  PopuUtr 
Music,  — 

THIS  Public&ttoD  is  intended  for  tfioso 
-trho  desire  a  periodical  work  which 
both  in  its  form,  and  the  nature  of  its  con- 
tents, is  more  elegant  and  durable  than 
the  newspapers  of  the  day,  without,  on 
the  other  hand,  beiof  confined  to  the 
more  wetg^hty  subjects  and  elaborate  cri- 
ticisms to  which  our  valuable  quarterlj 
journals  are  devoted.  It  is  the  intention 
of  the  Kditor  to  unite  instruction  with 
amuaeiaent,  and  that  those  who  read  for 
either  may  obtain  it  in  the  Atheneum,  from 
the  pens  of  the  most  distinguished  writers 
of  the  age,  free  from  impure  admixture, 
and  without  having  their  neligious  or  po» 
litical  creed  interfered  with. 

.To  those  who  know  the  high  cha- 
iracter  of  many  of  the  English  Magazines, 
a  better  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  Athene- 
urn  cannot  be  given  than  by  stating  that 
it  contains  the  Spirit  of  these  Magazines 
and  those  of  Scotland  ;  a  preference  being 
given  by  the  Editor,  however,  to  such  ar- 
ticles as  are  best  adapted  to  the  Ameri- 
can* reader.  It  is  thus  designed  to 
constitute  a  work  which  will  unite  the 
vivid  sketching,  the  racines.g  and  vigor  of 
Blackwood,  the  sprightly  and  elegant 
genius,  and  the  literary  discrimination  of 
the  New  Monthly,  with  the  qualities  of 
the  various  other  journals  of  merit.  The 
Poetry  with  which  it  is  enriched  cannot, 
while  the  names  of  the  niost  gifted  Eng- 
lish poets  are  on  the  list  of  contributors  to 
these  Magazines,  be  otherwise  than  the 
best. 

On  the  first  of  October  last  the  Third 
Siries  of  the  Atheneum  was  commenced, 
on  an  improved  plan,  with  new  and  hand- 
some type.  Since  that  period,  the  num- 
ber published  on  the  1st  of  each  month 
has  been  embellished  with  a  colored 
plate,  Cttntaining  two  whple-length  Por- 
tfillt-figures,  representing  the  latest  Ji'K- 
MALE  FASHIONS.  These  are  executed 
on  fine  paper^  in  a  style  highly  ornamental 


to  the  work,  and  are  accom|iani«d  by  fall 
explanations.  Other  plates  are  occasion- 
ally introduced : — No.  £,  of  the  present 
volume.  Is  embellished  with  a  Portrait  of 
the  late  Bishop  Heber,  and  the  No.  for 
the  )st  of  March  with  one  of  Thomas 
Moore,  Esq.  On  the  15tH  of  Febnt- 
ary,  a  piece  of  MUSIC  was  added,  which 
plan,  together  with  that  of  the  Fashions 
and  other  plates,  will  be  continued. 
The  recent  increase  of  its  circulation 
among  every  class  of  the  reading  com- 
m  unit  J,  justifies  the  Publisher  in  be* 
lieving  that  these  improvements,  com* 
bined  with  the  value«of  its  literary  de- 
partment,  have  rendered  the  Spirit  of  the 
English  Magazines  a  pleasing  and  useful 
accession  to  the  LADY^b  TOILET,  thm 
DRAWING  ROOM  and  the  LIBRARY, 

The  Atheneum  is  published  at  184, 
Washington  Street,  Boston,  by  JOHN 
COTTON,  on  the  Ist  and  15th  oi  everj 
month,  each  number  containing  40  pages, 
large  octavo,  and  forming  two  volumes  a 
year  of  480  pages  each.  .  The  price  «f  the 
work,  with  the  Plates  of  the  Fashions,  is 
six  dollars  a  year;  without  them,  fire 
dollars.  It  is  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of 
the  United  States,  enclosed  in  stroof^ 
wrappers.  Those  who  wish  for  the  back 
numbers  can  be  furnished  with  them. 

February  28,  1829. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
91,  Summer  Street,  has  on  hand  a 
small  lot  of  EUROPEAN  tEECHES,  in 
excellent  order,  and  of  very  large  size, 
which  he  will  sell  at  a  fair  price. 

N.  B.  Leeches  applied  as  usual,  or 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  city.  4t. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  k  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head  . 
of  Central  Wh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex 
tensive  assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oit.  14. 

LECTURES  ON  ANATOAHf. 

TICKETS  of  admission  to  Dr.  J,  V.  C. 
SMITH'S  Evening  Lectures  on  An- 
atomy, may  be  obtained  at  BKEWER  Sl 
BROTHERS,  Apothecaries,  Washington 
Street.  Feb.  It. 
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I. 

CoUeetiona  in  Morbid  ^nctpmy,^ 
No.  I. 

Coimranieated  for  th«  Boston  Medical  and 
fiurgicd  Joamal, 

Bj  Waltbr~Channino9  M.D. 

Case  of  Phthisis  Pulmonaiis, 

J.  F.,  aged  66,  presented  tbe 
following  symptoms  when  first 
«eeD,  Jan.  19,  1829.  It  may  be 
premised,  that  be  bad  been  under 
treatment,  immediately  previous 
to  this  period,  for  retention  of 
Drine,  and  of  wbich  he  was  now 
ffee.  He  states  that  be  has  had 
some  cough  and  dyspnoea  for  seve- 
ral years.  Four  months  since, 
had  catarrh,  with  much  expecto- 
ration, cough,  and  dyspnoea, — ^now 
no  distinct  pain  in  chest,  cough 
yery  urgent,  especially  in  erect 
posture  ;  copious  expectoration, 
frothy,  mujcous ;  much  dyspnoea  ; 
respiration  laborious,  rapid,wheez- 
ing ;  lying  on  left  side  increases 
dyspnoea.  Tongue  at  root  cover- 
ed with  thick,  brown,  dry  coat ; 
clean  and  moist  at  edges.  No 
appetite  ;  three  dejections  to-day 

**  Under  this  head  it  is  proposed  to 
publish,  from  time  to  time,  such  orig^inal 
and  selected  cases  in  Morbid  Anatomy, 
as  may  be.  interestiA«:  and  useful  to  the 
profpssion.  Commuuications  for  this  de- 
partment, as  for  all  others,  are  requested 
from  our  contributors.— Ed. 


from  ol.  ricini.  Pulse  66  ;  -sktn 
soft,  moist ;  countenance  anxious, 
emaciated;  sleep  much  interrupt- 
ed by  difficulties  in  thorax.  Erup* 
tions  on  thorax  from  aatimonial 
ointment. 

eOth,  9,  A.M.  Pulse  72,  in- 
termitting ;  respiration  laborious^ 
with  much  rattling  in  throat,  and 
often  with  a  groan  ;  very  irregu- 
larly ;  more  motion  in  the  abdo- 
men than  among  the  ribs. 


Antim.  Tart.  gr.  i. 
Pulv.  Opii,  gr.  vj. 
Pulv.  Digital,  gr.  v. 
Hyd.  Submur.   gr.  xij. 
Pil.  No.  xij. 


M.   ft. 


Two  now,  and  two  night  and 
morning. 

Slst.  Not  relieved, — symp- 
toms rather  increased.  Was  bled 
to  3  xij. 

23d.  Some  relief  of  dyspnoea 
from  bleeding,^ — blood  strongly 
copped,  ruffled  at  edges,  buffed. 

Very  little  relief  at  any  time 
subsequently  to  last  report  occur- 
red,— the  disease  became  more 
and  more  ^aggravated,  and  the 
power  to  resist  lessened.  He 
sunk,  and  died  Feb.  2d. 

.  Examination  fifteen  hours^  post* 
mortem, — On  percussion  of  tho- 
rax, the  left  side  resounded  suffi- 
ciently well, — the  right  side  well 
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was  found  to  be  increasing.  Took 
medicine,  by  which  the  mouth 
was  made  sore  ;  made  some  ex- 
ternal applications,  all  to  no  ad- 
vantage. The  swelling  went  on 
rapidly,  though  not  attended  with 
much  pain.  About  three  weeks 
ago,  first  began  to  feel  sore  in  the 
right  tonsil,  and  impeded  degluti- 
tion. This  has  now  increased  to 
the  size  of  a  shagbark;  is  actually 
yery  troublesome  ;  hard  ;  not  very 
tender.  Tonsil  red,  but  not  as  if 
about  to  suppurate  ;  has  greatly 
diminished  the  isthmus  fascium. 
Quite  deaf  in  his  rischt  ear  ;  has 
had  a  blister  applied  behind  the 
ear. 

His  general  health  has  ever 
been  delicate  ;  more  deranged  in 
spring  for  some  years  past.  Coun- 
tenance florid  ;  skin  fair  ;  eyes 
blue  ;  pupil  dilates  largely.  Says 
his  ^family  have  never  been  trou- 
bled with  glandular  swellings. 

This  is  not  the  common  glandu- 
lar swelling  of  the  neck.  It  has 
about  the  size  of  an  egg,  though 
irregular  in  form,  from  the  num- 
ber of  lymphatic  glands  afl*ected. 
From  the  common  glandular  swell- 
ing it  differs  in  its  duration ;  its 
hardness ;  its  connection  with 
the  tonsil  ;  in  its  painfulness,  and 
disposition  to  affect  the  whole 
body. 

The  patient  having  been  first 
relieved  by  a  saline  purgative, 
was  ordered  to  take  the  muriatic 
acid  in  the  following  form  : — 

R.  Acidt  Murfattci,  3i* 
Aquee  distillate,  Sviij. 
Conserv.  Rosse,  S  i*     M*  at  filtra. 

Take  half  an  ounce  once  in  two 
hours.  Inhalation  of  the  steam 
of  hot  vinegar.  Oargle  of  decoc- 
tion of  chamomile. 

Three  leeches  to  the  external 
■tumor,  and  afterwards  a  poultice 


of  bread,  water,  and  sea-weed, 
applied  warm,  every  four  hours. 
When  the  inflammation  of  the 
tonsil  is  somewhat  reduced,  to 
take  three  grains  of  the  Hydrio- 
date  of  Soda,  three  times  a  day, 
and  the  tepid  sed-water  bath. 

StDtlling  of  the  knee. — Mr. 
Garr,  laborer,  Boston,  set.  SO. 
About  21  months  since,  patient 
slipped  from  a  chair  and  came 
upon  the  inner  condyle  of  the  fe- 
mur. Felt  no  pain  at  the  time, 
and  was  not  lame  after  the  acci- 
dent. He  noticed  nothing  till 
about  two  months  sinc^,  then  felt 
a  darting  pain,  extending  upwards 
and  downwards  from  the  joint. 
This  pain  not  constant.  In  a  short 
time,  noticed  swelling  between 
patella  and  inner  condyle  of  fe- 
mur. A  day  or  two  after  this, 
was  obliged  to  work  in  water  for 
some  hours.  Immediately  after 
this,  pain  and  swelling  increased, 
and  lameness  ensued.  He  then 
applied  N.  E.  rum  a  few  times 
with  great  relief ;  has  done  no- 
thing since.  Swelling  has  increas- 
ed more  at  times,  particularly  af- 
ter an  exposure  and  cold.  At 
present,  knee  not  very  sore,  but 
tender.  Tibia  and  fibula  natural; 
motion  diflBcult ;  whole  joint  about 
two  inches  larger  than  the  natu- 
ral size. 

This  patient  is  so  lame  as  to  be 
disqualified  for  pursuing  the  oc- 
cupation by  which  he  has  gained 
his  living  ;  and  though  rej^pectable 
in  bis  character,  was  reduced  to 
a  state  of  great  poverty  and  pri- 
vation, till  he  fortunately  met  the 
eye  of  a  humane  gentlemae,  who 
advised  him  to  the  hospital  and 
procured  him  a  bed  there. 

The  enlargement  of  the  knee 
is  general,  and  for  the  most  part 
hard.     No  texture  seems  to  be 
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affected  exclasivelj,  but  all  par- 
take in  the  derangement ;  of 
course,  tbe  case  will  be  difficult 
and  slow  of  remedj. 

Tbe  patient's  health  being 
good,  no  internal  remedies  are 
advised  at  present. 

He  is  first  to  maintain  perfect 
rest  in  the  horizontal  posture ; 
second,  to  have  a  tepid  sea-water 
fomentation  twice  a  day,  followed 
by  friction  continued  half  an  hour, 
at  each  time. 

Fungtu  HcRtnatodes  on  right  leg^ 
otUHde^  and  eight  inches  beloiD  knee 
joint. — Mrs.  D.,  set.  60.  Little 
more  than  a  year  since,  bruised 
tbe  limb  against  the  wheel  of  a 
wa^on.  The  part  was  considera- 
bly discolored,  and  patient  lame 
for  three  or  four  weeks.  Often 
struck  the  part  when  carrying  a 
bucket,  and  thus  kept  up  an  irri- 
tation for  a  time  in  the  part ; 
made  no  application,  but  as  lame- 
.ness  subsided,  thought  all  was 
well.  About  two  months  from 
tbe  time  she  was  hurt,  while  ac- 
cidentally passing  the  hand  over 
the  leg,  perceived  a  tumor  as 
large  as  an  acorn.  \{  was  hard  ; 
not  tender  to  touch;  skin  white 
and  shining.  Showed  it  to  a  phy- 
sician a  few  days  after,  who  call* 
ed  it  a  scrofulow  tren,  and  pro- 
posed to  remove  it,  but  patient 
would  not  consent.  He  made 
some  application  and  left  her. 
From  this  time  it  increased  very 
fast,  retaining  the  same  aspect. 
S^w  Dr.  Kitlredge.  He  ordered 
salt  water  bath,  ointment,  &c. 
This  had  no  effect  in  retarding 
the  groivth,  but  in  keeping  it  cool. 
Saw  Dr.  Whiting,  of  Haverhill. 
He  ordered  showering,  otherwise 
pe/fect  qtdet  to  the  part;  but  not- 
withstanding«  continued  to  grotv, 
retaining  same  external  appear- 


ance. At  this  time  she  chanced 
to  fall  in  %vith  a  quack^  who  at- 
tempted to  produce  suppuration. 
While  under  his  treatment,  and 
when  as  large  as  a  goose  egg,  it 
changed  its  complexion ;  became 
very  red  and  hot ;  bloodvessels 
began  to  show  themselves.  This 
happened  about  five  months  since. 
From  that  time  to  this,  has  made 
several  trivial  applications.  Be- 
gan to  bleed  about  three  weeks 
since,  and  has  continued;  it  is  now 
as  large  as  an  infant's  head  ;  of  a 
sublivid  appearance.  Pains  shoot 
from  it  to  the  groin  and  ankle, 
and,  as  she  thinks,  affect  every 
part. 

General  health  not  rery 
good. 

This  interesting  case  was  sent 
to  the  Hospital  by  Dr.  Kit- 
TREDGE,  of  Andover.  This  gen- 
tleman having  detected  the  dan- 
gerous nature  of  the  disease,  in- 
formed the  patient  that  unless  re- 
moved speedily,  it  would  prove 
fatal.  He  then  wrote  to  Dr. 
Warren,  stating  the  case  and  the 
destitute  condition  of  the  patient, 
and  requested  a  free  bed  for  her. 
This  being  immediately  obtained, 
tbe  patient  came  to  the  Hospital 
on  the  2d  of  March. 

The  aspect  of  the  tumor  was 
truly  formidable.*  Its  circumfe- 
rence about  sixteen  inches.  The 
fungous  protrusion  through  the 
skin,  which  had  appeared  within  a 
few  days  only,  had  already  attained 
the  size  of  six  inches  in  circum- 
ference. The  color  of  the  fungus 
was  a  dark  red,  intermixed  with 
purple  ;  that  of  the  tumor,  still 
covered  by  the  skin,  was  varie* 
gated   with   red,  green,    purple, 

•  A  drawin*  hhn  bt-t-n  made  of  Ihii 
funcrus.  which  we  shall,  ptrhup*,  publish 
ber«art«r. 
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blue,  and  white,  richly  intermix- 
ed. Whenever  the  dressings 
were  removed,  the  fungus  bled 
in  a  copious  manner,  sooietimes 
till  the  patient  was  quite  ex- 
hausted. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  a  meeting 
of  the  consulting  physicians  being 
called,  Dr.  Welsh  and  Dr. 
Walker  attended ;  who,  with 
the  assistant  surgeons,  Dr.  Rey- 
nolds and  Dr.  Otis,  proceeded 
to^  examine  the  tumor,  and  decid- 
ed in  favor  of  an  immediate  am- 
putation. 

The  operation  was  directly 
performed  by  Dr.  Warren,  as 
follows: — The  patient  was  placed 
on  a  firm  table,  of  convenient 
height;  the  pelvis  brought  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  ed^e,  and  the 
patient's  arms  and  shoulders  well 
supported  by  two  assistants,  to 
prevent  her.  from  slipping  for- 
wards. The  leg  was  firmly  and 
carefully  held  by  Mr.  Parker, 
the  house  surgeon*.  The  care  of 
compressing  the  femoral  artery 
HI  the  groin  was  confided  to  Dr. 
Reynolds  ;  and  that  of  supporting 
the  integuments  of  the  thigh  and 
the  flap,  to  Dr.  Otis.  The  ope- 
lator,  standing  on  the  right  side 
of  the  patient,  placed  his  left 
band  on  the  thigh,  so  that  the 
edge  touched  the  patella  ;  thea 
raising  the  hand  to  the  line  indi- 
cated by  the  superior  edge  of  the 
hand,  there  he  applied  the  knife, 
carrying  it  round  the  inside  of  the 
limb,  and  then  with  a  sweep  along 
the  outside,  so  as  to  divide  pre- 
cisely the>skin  all  around.  Next, 
setting  the  instrument  on  the  mus- 
cles exactly  below  the  'retracted 
skin,  he  divided  the  muscles  on 
the  fore  part,  and  with  a  second 
stroke,  on  the  back  part  of  the 
thigh.  Drawing  up  the  skin  and 
muscles  with  the  aid  of  the  assist- 


ant, the  knife  was  carried  through 
the  remaining  muscles  to  the  bone. 
A  retractor  of  linen  was  directly 
applied,  and  being  taken  by  the 
assistant  surgeon,  was  strongly 
drawn  upwards,  especially  on  the 
back  of  the  limb.  Finding  a  slight 
protrusion  of  muscle  through  the 
retractor  about  the  bone,  this  was 
divided  by  a  scalpel  and  the  saw 
applied  to  the  bone.  This  being 
supported  by  the  left  hand  of  the 
operator,  was,  by  short  strokes, 
entered  into  the  bone  ;  and  being 
fixjed,  the  strokes  were  lengthen- 
ed gradually  and  deliberately. 
Now,  the  assistant,  slightly  in- 
clining the  leg  upwards,  caught 
the  saw,  but  immediately  cor- 
recting the  position,  the  sawing 
was  completed. 

The  reti^actor  was  then  taken 
off  and  a  tenaculum  passed  through 
the  coats  of  the  femoral  artery  ; 
this  vessel  was  drawn  out  and 
carefully  tied  with  a  silk  ligature, 
one  end  of  which  was  cut  close 
to  the  artery,  the  other  brought 
out  of  the  wound.  Another  arte* 
ry  of  some  size  was  then  tied. 
The  pressure  in  the  groin  being 
removed,  no  other  artery  bled, 
excepting  a  small  one  in  the  sub* 
cutaneous  cellular  membrane,  in 
which  it  was  buried.  This  being 
drawn  out,  a  small  ligature  was 
applied  ;  but  immediately  the  pa* 
tieot  screamed  violently.  Per* 
ceiving  there  must  be  a  smalt 
nervous  filament  included,  the 
operator  cut  off  this  ligature, 
drew  out  the  cellular  membrane 
with  a  tenaculum,  and  from  the 
midst  of  it  separated  the  little 
artery  by  a  forceps,  and  a  ligature 
was  again  applied;  but  the  patient 
cried  out  as  before.  Finding  that 
the  filament  was  very  small;  it 
was  not'  thought  expedient  to  re- 
peat the  attempt  to  exclude  it. 
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The  Rgatore' was  drami  as  tigUt 
as  possible  and  the  paia  ceased. 

The  artery  had  been  so  effi^ct^ 
oalty  compressed  in  the  ^roin, 
that  scarcely  any  arterial  blood 
was  lost.  Fiadii^,  however,  that 
the  veios  bled  freely,  a  circular 
bandage  was  at  once  carried  a 
few  times  round  the  stump,  add 
this  venous  bleeding  was  atop*^ 
ped. 

The  patient  was  put  to  bed  for 
three  hours  ;  then  thd  dressings 
were  applied,  of  adhesive  plaster 
and  baudage,  as  usual.  No  he- 
morrhage followed.  At  the  even^ 
ing  visit,  the  patient  was  free 
froao  pain  and  coanfortable. 

The  circular  and  the  flap  ope<> 
ration  of  the  thigh  have  been  tried 
alternately  at  the  Hospital  for 
sonie  time  back.  On  a  review 
of  these  operations,  the  prefer** 
ence  is  given  to  the  circular  for 
the  following  reasons  : — ^First. 
The  wound  made  in  this  mode  is 
not  so  vast<  Second.  The  he- 
morrhage is  less.  Third.  The 
incisions  are  more  regular  and 
precise,  than  in  the  flap  operation. 
Fourth.  The  constitutional  afiec- 
tion,  and,  of  course,  the^  danger, 
is  less,  iu  the  circular,  than  the 
flap  operation.  The  last  can  be 
done  quicker,  and  makes  a  good 
slump.  These  advantages  do  not 
overbalance  the  objections.  Wbe- 
tiier  the  operation  is  a  minute  and 
a  half  or  four  minutes  ia  duration, 
is  not  so  important,  as  that  the 

«atient*s  safety  should  be  ensured, 
i^hen  the  operation  is  done  as 
above  described,  all  the  incisions 
are  smooth  and  exact ;  not  the 
least  irregularity-  of  muscle  ap- 
pears on  the  face  of  the  stump  ; 
and  the  covering  of  muscle,  cel- 
lular membrane,  and  skin,  is  ds 
perfect  as  possible. 


II. 


Case  in  tohich  the  Tincture  of  Io- 
dine toas  externally  used. 

Communicated  to  the  Editors  of  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  journal. 

In  your  Ust  number  were  publish*- 
ed  some  extracts  from  a  work,  oa 
the  use  of  the  Tincture  of  Iodine 
in  diseases  of  the  joints,  &c.  I 
had  a  case  under  treatment  at  the 
time  I  read  the  notice,  which  I 
thought  might  be  benefited  by  Mr. 
Bttchanan^s  plan.  The  following 
is  a  brief  account  of  the  case  and 
the  efleots  of  the  Iodine. 

T.  R.,aged  abouf  14.  Has  for 
three  or  four  years  or  more  been 
annoyed  with  rheumatism.  His 
family  iis  rheumatic  and  gouty. 
Has  bad  himself  chronic  rheuma«- 
tism  in  many  joints,  the  smaller 
as  well  as  the  larger.  The  knee 
was  long  afilicted  in  this  way. 
Great  enlargement  and  stiflness, 
but  not  much  pain,  followed  one 
of  the  attacks.  £fl*usion  Cook 
place,  and  an .  imperfect  pus  was 
at  length  discharged  from  a  small 
and  round  opening.  This  was 
slow  to  heal.  Similar  trouble 
occurred  to  one  toe,  and  the  top 
of  the  foot  of  the  same  limb. 
The  whole  aspect  of  this  boy  was 
bad,  and  I  was  not  a  little'  sur- 
prised, as  well  as  gratified,  at  his 
progress  to  recovesy.  This  was 
perfect.  He  had  been  greatly 
emaciated,  pale,  and  feeble,  re- 
sembling most  truly,  in  his  whole 
appearance,  the  cases  of  scrofula, 
with  imperfect  nutrition,  we  so 
often  meet  with.  He  grew  fleshy, 
with  good  complexion,  and  was  as 
active  and  happy  as  any  of  his 
mates. 

Rheumatism  attacked  him  again 
some  months  since.  It  pursued 
very   much  its  own  and   its   old 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


70 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  8UR0ICAL  JOURNAL. 


coarse.  It  sobaided  at  last,  leav- 
ing his  left  elbow  stiff,  some  sivol* 
len,  with  the  forearm  beut  at  a 
right  angle  with  the  humerus. 
This  had  been  long  the  case  when 
I  saw  him.  I  was  called  to  see 
the  father,  laboring  under  acute 
rheumatism,  when  I  was  asked  to 
look  at  the  boy,  Thomas.  I  have 
described  the  state  of  the  elbow. 
His  general  health  was  better 
than  common  after  an  attack. 
All  I  recommended  was  friction, 
with  daily  attempts  to  move  the 
joint.  Much  was  done  by  this 
course.  The  swelling  slowly 
subsided,  and  the  angle  of  the 
<  elbow,  from  96  def.,  became  one 
of  45.  At  this  time  1  saw  the  use 
of  the  Tincture  of  Iodine  recom* 
mended,  and  tl>ough  something  had 
beeu'  gained  after  a  pretty  long 
trial  of  the  above  means,  I  deter* 
mined  to  try  the  Tincture  of  Io« 
dine,  after  the  method  of  Mr. 
Buchanan.  It  ivas  tried  three 
times,  at  intervals  of  about  four- 
iefio  hours, — the  strength  of  the 
tincture  being  one  drachm  of  iodine 
to  three  ounces  of  rectified  spirit, 
applied  by  means  of  a  feather. 

Slight  sivelling  followed  the 
first  applicatton,jnor6  the  second, 
and  so  much  the  third,  as  to  ex- 
cite much  alarm  in  the  friends, 
and  to  give  the  limb  a  truly  for- 
midable appearance.  The  whole 
arm  was  swollen,  from  the  top  of 
the  shoulder  to  theiiand,  and  part 
of  this  lasti  The  skin  was  tight, 
at  first  glossy,  and  then  covered 
with  miliary  veMcles.  It  was 
very  hot,'and  itched  and  smarted. 
Any  considerable  motion  of  the 
arm  produced  rupture  of  these 
Tesicles  ;  and  especially  when  an 
attempt  was  made  to  bend  the 
i:rm,  a  large  discharge  of  wa- 
ter took  place.  It  was  most 
considerable  from  the  inside  of 


the  elbow  joint.  General  irri- 
tation was  manifested,  by  heat 
of  surface,  flush  in  face,  thirst, 
dry  tongue,  &c.  He  was  also 
costive.  Means  were  at  once 
used  to  diminish  the  local  dis* 
ease,  and  to  evocaate  the  bow* 
els.  These  consisted  in  solution 
of  acetate  of  lead  by  day,  poultice 
of  same  at  night,  and  a  saline  ca- 
thartic draiisht.  The  second  day 
the  general  symptoms  had  much 
yielded,  and  the  swelling,  &c;. 
have  since  continued  to  decline. 

The  immediate  effects  of  the 
Iodine  were  more  severe   from 
this  mode  of  using  it,  viz.,  tinc- 
ture applied  by  means  of  a  fea- 
ther, than  I  have  seen  from  any 
other  use  of  the  remedy.     It  was 
probably    applied    too   often, — a 
day,   at   least,   should    intervene 
before  it  be  repeated.     But   in 
this  case,  local  symptoms  appear- 
ed immediately,  and  the  constitu- 
tional   ones   were    considerable. 
There  might  have  been  something 
in  the  patient  that  aided   in  the 
production  of  the  severe  symptoms 
recorded.       The   case    is   given 
for  caution.     No  such  effects  are 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Buchanan.  The 
limb  should  be  carefully  watched, 
and  the   remedy,  lessened   or  dis- 
continued when  any  local   effects 
begin  to  manifest  themselves.     If 
any  further  circumstances  of  im- 
portance occur  in  this  ca^e,  I  will 
send  them  tojou  for  publication. 
Yours,  &c.,  A.  B. 

Marchy  1829. 


III. 

Lectures  an  the  Jfervous  System. 

It  is  generally  known  that'  Mr. 
Charles  Bell  has  offered  to  the  pub* 
lie  mauy  new  views  respecting  the 
nervous  system.     These  views  are 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


71 


foondtad  on  a  vast  namber  and  va- 
riety of  experiiDents.  ^Mr.  Bell  the 
last  year  gave  four  Lectures  on  the 
nervous  sysletn  to  the  London  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons.  Abstracts  of  these 
have  been  published.  The  following 
is  the  Introductory  Lecture  on  the 
aubject. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen, — 
Tou  perceive  by  the  preparations 
and  drawings  around  me  the  sub- 
ject  of  the  lecture.  I  have  de- 
ferred to  the  very  last  my  obser- 
vations on  the  nervous  system,  and 
I  would  still  defer  them,  if  I 
thought  I  were  prepared  with  an- 
other subject  as  well  suited  to  fix 
your  attention.  If  I  enter  tipon 
it  unwillingly,  it  is  not  so  inuch 
from  the  conduct  of  those  who 
have  opposed  my  particular  views, 
as  from  the  overpowering  recol- 
lections of  him  from  whom  I  have 
received  the  chief  assistance,  and 
who  is  in  my  mind  associated  with 
every  step  of  this  inquiry  : — lost 
to  my  affections,  and  to  the  pro- 
fession, a  painful  blank  is  present- 
ed in  performing  this  task. 

We  enter  upon  a  subject  the 
most  difficult  of  all  anatomy.  The 
nerves  have  been  called  the  vital 
aolids,  as  it  is  on  them,  in  an  es- 
pecial manner,  that  the  chief  en- 
dowments of  life  are  bestowed. 
Through  them,  we  are  prepared 
to  comprehend  the  phenomena  of 
a  living  body,  and  are  enabled  to 
observe  and  arrange  the  symptoms 
of  disease:  it  is  therefore  by  far 
the  highest  department  of  anato- 
my, and  on  that  account  well  suit- 
ed to  the  audience  which  I  have 
now  the  honor  of  addressing. 

The  nerves  themselves  inform 
OS  of  nothing  :  it  is  pot  yet  deter- 
mined if  they  be  sources  of  pow- 
er :  but  by  observing  their  rela- 
lions>   and  their  course   through 


the  different  parts  of  the  body, 
we  arrive  at  the  most  curious  and 
important  conclusions. 

.  When  tlie  nerves  are  minutely 
dissected,  they  present  an  extra- 
ordinary  degree  of  intricacy,  which 
may  excuse  some  in  saying  that 
the  study  of  them  can  lead  to  no 
useful  result.  The  discovery  of 
new  branches  of  nerves,  or  of  new 
gai^lions,  have  tended  only  to  in* 
volve  the  subject  in  deeper  ob« 
scurity,  and  to  repel  inquiry  in  the 
last  fifty  years.  Diligence  finds 
its  reward  in  the  enthusiasm  that 
springs  out  of  it.  There  was  a 
pupil  in  Windmill  Street,  a  Ger- 
man physician,  who  dissected  the 
nerves  with  extraordinary  perse- 
verance, so  that  when  the  body 
was  lifted  out  of  the  spirits  in 
which  it  was  preserved,  it  pre- 
sented a  complete  tissue,  or  net* 
work  of  nerves  all  over  it.  Dif- 
ferent individuals  form  different 
anticipations  of  their  employment 
in  a  future  life.  Painters  have 
assigned  us  our  places  and  occu* 
pation,  aurrounded  with  clouds 
and  sun-beams  :  but  this  gentle- 
man^s  notions  of  the  pleasures  of 
a  future  state  were,  that  he  might 
prosecute  these  nerves  to  still 
greater  minuteness,  and  know 
their  origins  and  terminations. 

If  you  contemplate  a  body  that 
has  been  thus  preserved  in  spirits 
for  three  months,  and  dissected 
morning,  noon,  and  nighty  the  tis- 
sue of  nerves  which  is  displayed 
appears  in  inextricable  confusion. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  that' 
there  is  design  and  system  here  : 
look  even  to  this  drawing,  or  to 
these  preparations,  and  you  aee 
threads  ofnertes  passing  in  all 
directions — some  part  of  the  body 
receiving  one  nerve,  another  two; 
some  three,  or  even  more  :  yoa 
see  little  ganglions  seated  in  dif- 
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ferent  parts,  ts  if  it  were  by 
chance;  and  nerves  diverging  from 
them  or  seeming  to  terminate  ia 
them,  ahd  the  whole  is  io  apparent 
confusion.  But  when  you  dissect 
a  second  body,  and  perhaps  a 
third  ;  and  when  yoor  curiosity 
leads  you  to  inquire  whether  a 
certain  part  is  supplied  with  one, 
two,  or  three  nerves  in  all  the 
bodies,  or  whether  the  same  little 
ganglion  lodges  in  the  same  recess, 
and  receives  the  same  branches 
in  the  first  and  in  the  second  and 
the  third,  and  you  discover  that 
the  nerves  correspond  exactly  in 
every  body, — that  there  is, no  such 
thing  as  a  nerve  deviating,  or  be- 
ing wanting,  unless  through  the 
hurry  or  awkwardness  of  dissec- 
tion, you  are  constrained  to  be* 
lieve  that  the  confusion  is  in  our 
beads,  and  that  there  must  reign 
a  symmetry  and  a  systematic  ar* 
rangement  in  the  distribution  of 
the  nerves.  Now  the  desire  to 
find  the  clue  to  this*  labyrinth  na- 
turally  arises.  The  origin  and 
distribution  of  each  nerve  must 
surely  explain  its  function  and 
use  :  therefore  the  relations  of 
the  nerves  must  be  like  a  lan- 
guage :  and^tiow  happy  should  we 
be  to  find  a  key  that  made  the 
characters  of  this  language  intel-' 
ligibTe ! 

The  history  of  this  subject  does 
not  assist  us  much:  one  prevailing 
error  has  misled  all  who  have 
entered  upon  it.  From  the  time 
of  Herophilus  and  Erasistratus, 
the  ancient  physicians  had  the 
notion  that  the  brain  presided 
over  the  animal  system,  by  the 
mediation  of  the  spinal  marrow 
and  the  nerves  which  are  produc- 
ed from  it,  and  distributed  to  the 
body.  From  the  time  of  Galen, 
they  knew  that  by  cutting  or  tying 
a  nerve,  or  in  any  way  intercept- 


ing the  comnufiicfittioa  with  the 
brain,  the  parts  to  which  it  be- 
longed were  immediately  depriv- 
ed of  sense  and  motion.  What 
Dr.  Martin  (ia  the  Edinburgh  Es- 
says) calls  '^  the  prettiest  in- 
stance,''  was  their  ei^periment  of 
tying  the  arteries  by  the  side  of 
the  windpipe,  and  immediately 
striking  the  animal  dumb.  Ga- 
len, who  labored  at  this  matter 
more  than  any  of  his  predecessors^ 
proved  that  it  was  not  tying  the 
vessels,  but  the  recurrent  nerves; 
which,  by  depriving  the  glottis  of 
power,  destroyed  the  voice. 

The  operators,  in  those  days, 
appear  to  have  bad  that  boldness 
which  characterises  ignorance* 
A  scrofulous  boy,  falling  into  the 
hands  of  an  ignorant  surgeon,  had 
a  tumor  extirnated  from  the  neck, 
and  the  recurrent  nerve  at  the 
same  time  cut,  by  which  he  lost 
half  the  strength  of  his  voice  ;-* 
and  it  is  added  that  he  escaped 
better  than  another  boy,  who,  io 
a  similar  operation,  had  both  the 
reeurrents  cut,  and  was  left  quite 
dumb. 

However,  such  were  the  oc- 
currences and  experiments  which 
confirmed  the  notion  that  all  pow- 
er emanated  from  the  brain.  The 
prevalence  of  the  same  opinions 
has  been  a  natural  consequence 
of  looking  on  the  subject  exactly 
in  the  same  aspect.  Every  trea- 
tise  begins  formally  with  the  enu- 
meration of  the  parts  of  the  nerv- 
ous system  ;  as  the  brain,  the  spi- 
nal marrow,  the  nerves,  &c.  think- 
ing that,  by  such  an  enumeration, 
an  exactness  and  precision  must 
attend  their  method  ;  whereas,  in 
fact,  they  have  already  entered 
on  a  ivrong  path,  and  have  taken 
an  improper  guide. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  more  ex- 
tensive survey  of  aotmated  nature 
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•boaMhavo  informed  them]  long 
before  the  present  age,  that  there 
are  innurnerabie  antmals  which 
have  neither  brain  nor  nerves, 
and  yet  have  life,  and  sensibility, 
and  motion.  By  such  a  contem- 
piation  of  (be  chain  of  beings,  we 
learn  that  the  inattei*  which  pos- 
sesses the  endowment,  and  which 
18  capable  of  being  excited,  and 
consequently  of  reaction,  exists 
independently  of  the  brain  and 
nerves ;  and  that  this  matter  of 
Derve  is  dtflfased  in  the  animal 
body.  It  would  not  be  a  jost  me* 
thod  of  investigating,  to  admit  that 
the  same  phenomena  were  pro- 
duced by  different  organizations. 
If  sensibility  and  motion  belong  to 
the  nerves — -if  the  matter  of  the 
nerves  be  appropriated  for  re- 
ceiving these  endowments  of  life 
— we  are  not  authorized,  when 
the  same  phenomena  are  present- 
ed, to  presume  that^  these  result 
from  any  other  organization  than 
that  of  nerves.  Therefore,  if  we 
see,  in  the  lower  creatures,  that 
they  shrink  from  injury,  it  implies 
that  they  have  nervous  matter 
distributed  in  the  body,  although 
D6t  in  that  form  to  be  displayed 
by  the  knife  of  the  anatomist. 
The  matter  of  nerve  is  diffused, 
not  bound  op  in  cords. 

If  the  investigation  were  prose- 
cuted from  this  point,  and  by  as- 
cending in  the  scale  of  animals,  it 
would  soon  be  made  apparent  that 
nervous  threads  were  introduced 
to  connect  parts  alrt^ady  in  pos- 
aeaaien  of  vital  power;  that  organs 
are  connected  in  sympathy  through 
them,  so  as  to  constitute  a  circle 
of  the  economy  ;  and  muscles  are 
associated  by  them,  so  as  to  com- 
bine in  action. 

-  But  the  subject  has  not  been 
pursued  in  this  manner.  Galen, 
as  \Ye  have  said,  described  mi- 


nutely the  brain,  the  medulla  spi- 
nalis, aud  the  nierves  proceeding 
from  the  brain.  He  taught  that 
the  will  resides  in  the  brain,  as 
the  origin  of  the  nerves^  and  that 
the  nerves  are  tubes  carrying  ani- 
mal spirits  from  the  brain  to  the 
moving  parts  of  the  body.  A  lu- 
cid spirit,  he  says,  may  be  seen 
flowing  through  them  ;  but  some 
of  the  nerves  are,  in  his  opinion, 
not  hollow,  and  the  influence  is 
propagated  along  these,  by  im^- 
pulse.  The  anatomy  and  the  opi- 
nions of  Galen  prevailed  from  the 
second  to  the  sixteenth  century, 
down  to  the  time  of  Vesalius. — 
(The  Professor,  at  this  part,  in- 
troduced a  slight  notice  of  Yesa- 
lius^s  life  and  pursuits,  as  forming 
an  aera  in  the  progress  of  anato- 
my.)— Though,  on  many  points, 
Vesalius  resisted  the  authority  of 
Galen,  he  adopted  both  his  anato- 
my and  his  opinions  of  the  nervous 
'  system,  with  little  variation.  With 
him,  the  vital  spirits  wqre  formed 
from  the  blood  in  the  brain,  were 
collected  in  the  cavities,  or  ven- 
tricles, and  there  elaborated  ;— 
thence  he  trace.d  them  into  the 
spihal  marrow  and  the  roots  of 
the  nerves,  and  so  over  the  body. 
These  doctrines  came  down,  with 
no  essential  variation,  till  Ihe  ^ime 
of  Hailer.  Willis,  indeed,  gave 
us  an  arrangement  of  the  system, 
adapted  to  the  dissection  of  the 
body,  and  he  entertained  many 
ingenious  conjectures  on  the  uses 
of  the  parts  of  the  brain;  but  still 
that  organ  was,  with  him,  the  sole 
oJjUcina  spiritunm^  providing  a  sub- 
tile spirit  which  distilled  through 
the  nerves ;  and  the  nerves  bad 
no  other  distinction  than  as  this 
spirit  was  liberally  or  sparingly 
supplied  to  them.  However  mi- 
nutely he  details  the  manner  of 
the  blood  ascending  into  the  brain, 
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and  the  processes  of  distillatioii 
and  circulation  of  the  spiritSi  it 
is,  in  all  material  circumstances, 
the  hypothesis  of  the  ancients. 

It  has  been  said  that  it  is  singu- 
lar that  the  sagacity  of  the  Greeks 
should  have,  so  long  ago,  suggest- 
ed  the  distinct  functions  of  the 
nerves,  and,  in  fact,  have  an- 
nounced the  different  uses  of  the 
nerves,  which  I  shall  make,  in  the 
course  of  these  Lectures,  a  mat- 
ter of  demonstration.  But  there 
is  nothing  distinctly  stated  further 
than  what  is  proposed  hypotheti- 
cally  to  account  for  common  phe- 
nomena; for  it  was  known  to  them, 
as  to  you,  that  a  limb  was  some- 
times deprived  of  sensation  and 
retained  its  motion,  or  enjoyed 
sensation  and  lost  the  power  of 
motion.  There  will  be  found  in 
Willises  works,  as  in  the  ancients, 
a  great  deal  of  discussion  regard- 
ing the  properties  of  the  spirt/ — 
as  for  example,  whether  there 
iivas  an  animal  or  a  vital  spirit,  or 
a  sensorial  and  motor  spirit  ;  but 
ail  hypothetically,  and  neither 
proceeding  on  anatomy  nor  on  ex- 
periment. Nor  did  they,  in  re- 
ality, make  any  distinction  of 
nerves  further  than  the  specula- 
lions  of  Galen — whether  the  hard 
nerves  were  for  motion,  and  the 
aoft  ones  for  sensation,  or  whe- 
ther the  nerves  from  the  spinal 
marrow  were  best  calculated  for 
muscular  nerves,  and  those  from 
the  brain  for  sensitive  nerves. 

All  these  questions  will  be 
found  touched  on  by  Haller,  where, 
in  the  end,  he  concludes,  ^^  But  I 
know  not  a  nerve  which  has  sen- 
sation tvithout  also  producing  mo- 
tion. The  nerve  which  gives 
feeling  to  the  finger,  is  that  which 
moves  the  muscles  ;  and  the  fifth 
nerve  of  the  brain  branches  to  the 


papillas  of  the  ibngQe,  and  also  to 
the  mascles." 

(TttbecontiiMMd.) 


IV. 
The  following  is  an  abstract,  made 
for  this  Journal,  of  some  of  the  pa- 
pers on  the  Uterus,  which  have  been 
lately  received' from  abroad. 

Several  papers  have  recently  ap- 
peared in  the  foreign  journals  on 
rupture,  and  other  diseased  states  of 
the  uterus.  In  the  Med.  Gazette  for 
January  17th,  Mr.  Spark  comrouan 
cates  a  case  of  rapture  from  a  fall.  A 
distinct  sensation  was  experienced  at 
the  moment  of  the  accident,  of  some 
''  tearing,  and  giving  way  on  the  in- 
side." Pains  came  on  four  days  af- 
ter the  fall.  During  the  intervening 
three  days  there  was  uoeasiness, 
restlessness,  irritability,  indescribable 
feeling  <if  weight  and  pressure  in  the 
abdomen  ;  no  pain  ;  slight  sanguine- 
ous discharge  from  the  vagina ;  pa- 
tient able  to  walk  about,  and  attend 
to  her  ordinary  domestic  duties.  A 
circumstance  worthy  of  remark  in 
this  case  was  the  conti nuance  of 
pains  after  rupture;  their  increase 
after  examination,  and  exhifohioo  of 
ergot. 

^^  Slight  uterine  pains  com* 
meaced  on  the  19th,  (four  days 
after  the  fall,)  and  continued  with 
variable  force  (all  last  night  they 
were  very  strong)  till  this  morn- 
ing (23d).  I  found  her  seated  on 
the  side  of  the  bed,  with  her  feet 
on  the  floor  ;  she  looked  pale  and 
exhausted,  her  respiration  was 
hurried  and  difficult,  voice  tre- 
mnlous,  surface  of  the  body  co\d^ 
pulse  190.     She  has  not  felt  the 
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child  since  the  accident,  and  has 
had  DO  Qterine  pain  for  several 
boars.  The  abdomen  is  tense,' 
and  so  exquisitely. sore  as  to  pre- 
clude the  slightest  attempt  at 
external  examination  by  pressure. 
On  examining  per  vagioam,  I 
foond  the  os  uteri  much  dilated 
and  flabby  within  an  inch  of  the 
external  aperture,  but  could  dis- 
cover no  part  of  the  foetus  with 
the  finger  passed  as  far  as  possi« 
hie  into  the  uterus,  though  I  could 
distinctly  feel  its  head  through  the 
upper  and  posterior  parietes  of 
the  vagina,  which  were  bulging 
forwards.  On  introducing  my 
hand  into  the  uterus,  1  found  that 
the  legs  and  thighs  of  the  child, 
with  the  placenta  and  cord,  were 
its  only  contents,  the  whole  of  the 
body  having  passed  into  the  abdo- 
men through  a  fissure  in  the  right 
side  of  the  uterus,  the  breech  of 
the  child  occupying  the  aperture, 
but  not  so  closely  as  to  prevent 
my  feeling  the  intestines  with  the 
point  of  the  finger.  The  contrac- 
tile power  of  the  uterus  being 
again  excited  by  the  manual  irri- 
tation, aided  perhaps  by  a  dose  of 
the  secale  cornutum,  and  the  ex- 
ternal  parts  in  a  very  relaxed 
state,  the  delivery  of  a  full-sized 
male  child,  in  a  state  of  putrefac- 
tion, was  easily  effected,  by  gen- 
tly drawing  down  the  feet ;  but 
the  instant  the  child  was  extract- 
ed, the  patient  sunk  into  a  most 
alarming  state  of  collapse,  from 
which  she  was  difficulty  roused 
by  the  application  of  pressure  to 
the  uterine  region,  hot  flannels  to 
all  parts  of  the  body,  and  the  free 
administration  of  brandy  with 
tinct.  opii.  The  reaction,  howe- 
ver, ivas  of  short  continuance, 
for  in  five  hours  after  delivery 
she  died." 
In  the  same  number  is  another 


paper,  in  which  the  vriter  states  that 
i  e  has  known  rupture  to  hRppep  in 
six  cases,  all  of  which  were  fatal, 
and  one  only  which  recovered.  In 
this,  as  well  as  in  the  above,  the 
paius  are  stated  to  have  continued 
after  the  rupture,  and  what  is  still 
more  remarkable,  the  child  was  de- 
livered without  monual  aid  through 
the  natural  passages.  A  slight  rup- 
til  re  of  the  periueom  took  place. 
This  patient  had  a  child,  two  years 
after,  without  any  untoward  occur- 
reuce. 

In  the  Lancet  for  Dec.  6th,  1828, 
in  the  records  of  the  meetings  of  the 
London  Medical  Society,  a  case  of 
rupture  of  the  womb  is  related  by 
Mr.  Lord.  The  woman  whs  preg« 
nant  with  her  fifth  child.  The  liquor 
aninii  was  discharged  when  'Mr.  L. 
saw  the  patient ;  the  vagina  dilated 
and  well  lubricated,  but  pains  much 
abated.  Three  doses  of  ergot  were 
given.  Pains  were  somewhat  In* 
creased.  The  scalp  was  felt  to  be 
tense  and  puffy  ;  the  vectis  was  tried. 
The  head  vvas  believed  to  be  hydro- 
cephalic, and  perforation  was  at- 
tempted. The  head  receded,  and 
the  pains  entirely  ceasing,  it  was 
thought  a  rupture  had  taken  place. 
Another  physician  was  called  in  ;  he 
found  that  the  child  had  escaped  in« 
to  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and 
proposed  the  operation  of  gastroto- 
my.  This  was  done ;  the  patient 
expressed 'herself  greatly  relieved, 
passed  a  good  night,  but  died  on  the 
following  afternoon.  On  etamina* 
tion  after  death,  a  rupture  abundantly 
large  for  the  escape  of  the  foetus  was 
discovered.  The  head  of  the  foetus 
was  immensely  large. 
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The  dbcassion  upon  this  case  oc- 
cupied the  Society  three  successive 
meetings.  The  questions  more  «es- 
pecially  agitated  were,  the  agency, 
if  any,  of  the  ergot  in  producing  the 
rupture ;  and  the  practice  which, 
under  the  circumstances  preceding 
the  rupture,  ought  to  have  been  pur- 
sued. The  following  is  from  Dr. 
Hopkins,  who  performed  the  opera* 
tion  of  gastrutoniy  ;  and  whose  opi- 
nions seem  deserving  of  respect 
in  this  debate; 

'*  Dr.  Hopkins  objected  to  the 
notion  of  the  ergot,  alone,  produc- 
ing the  accident,  though  absent 
^ben  this  remedy  was  had  re- 
'Course  to.  On  examining  the 
uterus  after  death,,  which,  toge- 
ther with  the  fcetutf,  he  has  now  in 
his  possession^  he  found  it  healthy^ 
excepting  near  the  laceration^ 
through  which  the  child  passed  ; 
tut  on  that  part,  namely,  the  pos- 
terior surface,  the  organ  appear- 
ed completely  altered,  and  sofl- 
-ened  in  its  texture*  Judging  from 
4he  morbid  appearance  of  this 
part,  he  could  not  reconcile  bis 
feelings  to  the  idea  that  the  se- 
nate cornutum  had  been  the  sole 
^eans  of  causing  the  mischief; 
but  that  the  parturient  efforts, 
wiaided^  would  have  been  suffi- 
-cient  to  produce  the  rupture. 
Indeed,  be  n^ade  a  point  of  inquir- 
ing from  the  patient,  and  ascer- 
tained that  she  had  felt  a«dull  and 
continued  pain  in  one  particular 
part  of  the  abdomen,  the  situation 
.of  that  part  of  the  uterus  found 
subsequently  lacerated  ;  the  pain 
liad  continued  for  three  months 
without  intermission.  He  con- 
ceived, therefore,  from  the  post- 
mortem  appearances,  there  could 
not  be  a  question  hut  that  it  ori- 
ginated from  chronic  inJlammcUion. 


The  fcfetaf  head,  again,  being  par* 
tially  decomposedi  the  integu- 
ifients  must  have  given  way,  be* 
fore  the  accident  could  have  oc- 
curred, had  the  entire  uterus 
been  in  a  healthy  condition." 

The  other  question,  of  what  ought 
to  have  been  done,  was  variously  an- 
swered. A  considerable  number, 
however,  of  the  members  thought 
that  the  head  ought  to  have  been 
opened.  In  reading  the  debate  with 
tolerable  attention  only,  it  can  hard- 
ly but  occur  to  any  one,  that  this 
opinion,  if  it  had  not  its  origin,  got 
much  support  from  the  discoveries 
made  as  to  the  state  of  the  foetal 
head  af\er  its  removal  from  the  mo- 
ther. It  was  then  found  to  be  im- 
mensely large,  and  was  supposed, 
upon  a  moderate  calculation,  to  con- 
tain a  gallon  of  water.  It  is  some- 
what doubtfnl,  from  what  Mr.  Lord 
states  he  noticed  on  carefnl  exami- 
nation, per  vaginaiM,  if  any  practi- 
tioner would  have  been  justified  in  ' 
perforating  when  the  ergot  was  given. 

The  following  is  from  the  report 
of  the  third  meeting  on  this  case  of 
Mr.  L. 

*^  He  was  desirous,  at  once,  of 
coming  to  the  question,  as  to  what 
were  the  most  advisable  means 
to  be  pursued  when  such  an  un- 
toward event  had  taken  place  i 
The  practice  which  had  been  * 
adopted  by  Dr.  Hdpkins,  in  the 
operation  of  gastrotomy,  be  con- 
sidered to  be  the  only  proper 
measure.  Three  modes  of  treat- 
ment present  themselves  for  con- 
sideration, as  Burns  justly  ob- 
serves, when  the  uterus  Is  rup- 
tured during  gestation,  and  prior 
to  delivery  :— To  leave  the  case 
to  Nature,  to  deliver  per  vicis  na- 
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/urolet)  or  to  perform  gestrotomjrJ 
With  respect  to  the  first  measure, 
be   would   simplj    remark,   that 
there  was  no  \vell-authenticatecl 
case  of  recovery,  where  the  foe- 
tus was  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
eavity  of  the  abdomen,  the  woman 
being  at  the  full  period  of  gesta- 
tion.      As  regards    the    second 
means,  delivery  per  vias  naturaks^ 
he  would  only  repeat  the  language  . 
of  an  eminent  writer  : — "  To  di- 
late the  OS  uteri  forcibly,  and  thus 
extract  the  child,  is  a  proposition 
80  rashdxtd  hazardauBy  that  I  know 
no  one  who  would  adopt  it."  The 
operation  of  gastrotomy,  then,  was 
the  most  preferable  measure,  and 
although  the  experience  on  the 
subject  was  but  limited,  yet,. look- 
ing to  the  results  of  the  few  cases 
in  which  the  operation  had  been 
perfovmed,  we  are  fully   borne 
oBt  ift  its  adoption.      Since  the 
laat  meeting,  he  had  referred  to 
the   authorities  on   this  subject^ 
and  be  found  that  Ihe  first  case 
recorded,  is  in  the  3d  volume  of 
the  Journal  de  Medicine  for  1768: 
the  woman  here  survived.     In  the 
Memoirs  of  the  French  Academy 
was  an  account  of  a  case,  in  which 
the  operation  %va8  twice  perform- 
ed by  Lambron,  on  the  same  fe- 
male, yet  she  did  well ;  and,  last- 
ly, in  the  2d  volume  oflhe  Quar- 
terly Journal   of  Foreign    Medi- 
cine, a  successful  case  wjls  relat- 
ed, on  the  authority  of  Bernard 
and  Latouche.     Wiih  respect  to 
Dr.  Ryan^s  observations  oo  Dr. 
Hopkins  having  operated  at  a  time 
when  there  was  much  depression 
of  vital  power,  he  (Mr.  Lambert) 
would  say,  that  the  prostration  is 
a  leading  characteristic  through- 
out of  the  rupture  of  any  viscus ; 
tbat  patients  die  in  this  condition, 
without   any    apparent   eflort   at 
reaction;  and,  consequently,  that 


any  delay  io  openinf  the  abdomen, 
and  removing  an  oppressive  cause,- 
in  his  opinion,  would  have  been 
ciripable.'^ 

In  a  Frencli  JoHrnal,  a  case  is  re« 
ported  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy^ 
which  was  fatal  io  the  fourth  month. 
This  was  one  of  those  rare  cases  first 
reported  by  Maoideau,  Schemit,  and 
Albert,  in  which  the  fcetus  is  deve- 
loped in  the  substance  of  the  womb 
itself,  and  hence  termed  interstitial 
extra-uterine  pregnancy.  The  v^omb 
in  this,  as  in  other  cases,  in  which 
the  foetus  does  not  reach  its  cavity, 
was  found  enlarged, — to  have  formed 
the  membrana  decidua,**aod  to  have 
made  in  short  all  its  usual  prepara* 
tioo  for  the  reception  of  the  ovum. 

A  cas»  is  reported  in  one  of  the 
English  Journals,  in  which  a  decoc- 
tion of  ergot,  in  the  proportion  of 
four  scruples  of  the  powder  to  four 
ounces  of  water,  boiled  down  to  two, 
was  exhibited  with  great  benefit  in 
a  case  of  abortion,  at  the  sixth  month, 
iu  which  the  cord  broke  off  near  the 
placenta.  The  placenta  was  retain- 
ed five  days,  and  liiuch  irritation  be- 
ing produced  and  no  pnin^,  the  ergot 
was  given,  in  doses  of  half  an  ouuce 
of  the  above  every  half  hbuK  The 
placenta,  with  a  quantity  of  coagula, 
was  expelled  after  the  third  dose,  by 
most  powerful  contractions  of  the 
womb.  The  ergot  used  was  twelve 
months  old. 

In  another  communication  oo  the 
Ergot,  a  number  of  cases  are  related 
illustrative  of  the  speedy  effect  of 
this  substance  in  lingering  labors. 
The  writer  says  he  has  mrt  with  but 
one  case  of  stillborn  child  in  nume- 
rous instances  where  be  has  used  the 
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ergot.    His  dose  varies  from  •  sera*  bly  well  executed.    The  aceora^ 

pie  to  half  a  drachm.     In  most  he  of  the  drawings,  or  paintings,  frooi 

gives  a  scruple.  which   these   were   taken,  may  be 

A  case  is  reported  by  F.  Froggatt,  gathered  from  the  following  account 

surgeon,  of  violent  flooding,  in  a  pa-  of  eleven  of  them,  in  Dr.  Fisher's 

tient  six  months  gone  with  child,  in  prospectus. 

which  he  tried  ergot  without   pr^  ,,^^^  paintings,  from  which  these 

ducmg  the  least  action  id  the  womb,  ^j^^^^  p,^^^,^  ^,^  ^^  y^^  engraved,  and 

Slight  pains  preceded  the  flooding,  of  which  ihey  are  to  be  the  exact 

He  first  gave  3iM.  in  Jij,  water;  copies,    were    made    in    Paris,    in 

after  ten  minutes,  the  same  quantity.  1825-6,  at  the  time  when  the  dis- 

'rriu      r              .u            .•        r         *  oases  which  they  are  to  represent 

Then  from  another  portion  of  ergot  ^^^^^^^  epidemically  in  thit  city, 

he  gave  3i.  and  1  scruple  in  Sws.  ^^ey  were  executed   by  a  French 

water,  repeating  every  quarter  of  an  artist  for,  and  under  th^  immediate 

boar  till   three   doses   were   taken,  direction  and  personal   observation 

__               ^    ^          ,^             ..  of  the  author  of  the  proposed  publi- 

8  ss.  was  next  procured  from  another  ^^^j^„^  ^„ j  ^^^^  ^„  commenced  and 

source,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  finished  at  the  bed-side  of  the  pa- 

from  last  dose,  half  of  this  was  given ;  tients  from  whom  they  were  taken.'' 

.od  io  l.n  minute,  (he  o.her  3ij.  „  ^„  ,^                ^f  j,^  F  ^ 

No  pam  whatever  w»  exceed  bat  ^^^^  ^^^     ,^  ^.^  ^^^^        ,^^,^, 

the  hemorrhage  w.«  entirely  cbecL-  p,,,„^_,  ,hirteenth,  however,  has 

ed,  and  .he  .eemed,  at  time  of  re-  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^.,^^^,         ^^^.^^^  ^^ 

port,  to  be  in  a  fair  way  to  go  the  ^.  ^  _  .^^      rru^  i^..^ 

•;  ,   '            ^                  ^        ^  the  price.     The  letter  press  amounts 

full  time.     The  only  noticeable  ei«  ^            i      •  i..                     j   .          « 

«UM     itio.     *  ..V  ^nj.jr   luiiwfiau  1.1  ^^  nearly  eighty  pages,  and   instead 

lect  was  strangury ;  and  as  no  uterine  /.                  ,        .          r  .1.      i  . 

^    r       .   .       .  ®»  ""ere  explanations  of  the  plates, 

action   wa.  produced  by  the  above  d,.  p.  h.,  added  de.cription.  of  the 

large  quant.tu,.,  Mr.  F.  occasionally  ^.^^^  .„              .^,^^^^^      j^  ^y, 

gave  a  drachm  of  the  powder,  by  ,      .                 j  j  l.        •  •     1     ■ 

*        ^                          ,    ;          _'    -^  he  has  exceeded  his  original  plan, 

way  of  experiment,  and  always  found  ..i     •  t.          jj*       .      •          .        ^ 

'^             .    .    •           . ,      .           1  •t"l  without  adding  to  the   price  of 


the^  same  desire  to  void  urine,  and 
the  same  sort  of  strar 
full  doses  were  given. 

BOSTON,TUESDA  Y.MARCH  17, 1829. 


his  work.     The  first  five  plates  con- 
the  same  sort  of  strangury,  as  when    .  .  .*  r   Z 

^    *"  tain  representations  of  the  progres- 

sive developement  of  the  Disiinet^ 
the  Confluent f  and  Inoculated  Small" 
pozy — the  next  seven,  of  the  Distinct^ 


Description  of  the  Smallpox,  Vario^  *"^  Confluent  Varioloid  eruptioo,- 

loid,  Coumox  and  Chickenpox,  il-  «hat  of  the  Chickenpoz,  and  the  per- 

lustrated  by  thirteen  Engravings,  feet  and   imperfect   Cowpox.     The 

By  J.  D.  F18BER,  M.D,  cases   represented   are   not    of    the 

A  QUARTO  volume  with  this  title  has  mildest  or  the  severest  forms  of  the 

within  a  few  days  been  published  in  diseases.      Dr.    F.    has    purposely 

this  city,  by  Messrs.  Wells  &  Lilly,  made  choice  of  6ases  of  an  interme- 

It   is  truly  a  splendid  specimen  of  diale  character  and  moderate  seven* 

printing.     The  paper  is  of  the  best  ty,  from  a  belief  that  the  deliiieatioas 

quality,  and  the  engravings  admira-  of  such  would  be  the  best  calculated 
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ih  coiMrey  to  the  unpractised  observer 
the  general  character  of  the  symp- 
toms. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  examin- 
ing the  plates,  that  the  same  identi' 
cal  pustules  are  delineated  in  succes* 
tioD,  so  that  the  progress  which  they 
make  from  period  to  period,  and  the 
changes  they  undergo,  are  exhibited 
and  may  be  studied.  This  repre- 
sentation of  the  progressive  develope- 
ment  of  the  eruptions,  constitutes  the 
great  value  of  the  work.  For,  al- 
though the  inexperienced  practition- 
er might  not  be  able  to  recognise 
the  eruption  at  its  early  stage,  by 
comparing  it  with  the  representations 
in  the  plate,  yet  he  cannot  fail  to 
distinguish  its  character  in  some  part 
of  its  course,  by  studying  the  other 
parts  in  which  the  progressive  deve- 
lopement  of  the  eruption  is  delineated. 

In  the  text  the  author  has  given 
an  explanation  of  the  plates,  and  a 
particular  description  of  the  dbeases 
which  they  are  intended  to  illustrate, 
— and,  lastly,  in  order  to  render  the 
diagnosis  as  plain  as  possible,  he  has 
instituted  a  comparison  between  the 
symptoms  and  characters  of  the 
Smallpox  and  the  Varioloid  disease^ 
—the  Smallpox  and  the  Ckickenpoxj 
— and  the  Cowpox  and  inoculated 
Smallpox.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
add  to  the  rpcommendations  of  a 
work  which  promises  so  much,  and 
in  which  we  cheerfully  add,  the  au- 
thor has  so  well  accomplished  his 
task,  that  it  is  unique  in  its  kind.  It 
may  seem  strange,  but  it  is  no 
less  true,  (hat  this  is  the  first  work 
in  which  the  smallpox  and  the  vario- 
loid have  been  represented  in  colored 
plates,  and  in  which  the  comparison 
of  them  with  diseases  to  which  they 


are  more  or  less  nearly  allied,  has 
been  so  faithfully  made.  It  should 
be  in  the^hands  of  every  practition- 
er ;  and  it  would  be  a  very  useful 
work  in  every  vessel  destined  to  a 
foreign  port,  as  well  as  to  every  town* 


Method  of  arresting  the  Bleeding 
from  Leech-biles, 

It  is  well  known  that  sometimes, 
'  especially  in  very  young  children  and 
persons  of  scorbutic  habit,  all  the 
means  recommended  to  check  the 
haemorrhage  from  leech-bites,  as  cold 
water,  flour,  alum,  caustics,  and  pres- 
sure, prove  so  entirely  useless,  that 
actual  cautery  and  ligature  must  at 
last  be  resorted  to.  M.  Ridalfo,  of 
Leghorn,  recommends  a  new  method, 
which  he  has  found  as  safe  as  it  is 
simple.  It  consists  in  applying  a 
cupping-glass  to  the  wound,  when  a 
coaguluih  is  almost  immediately  form* 
ed,  and  the  bleeding  arrested.  .  This 
eflfect  is  very  quickly  produced,  and 
has  been  found  to  take  place  even 
in  children,  and  in  persons  where 
the  mass  of  the  blood  appears  to  be 
in  a  Slate  of  dissolution,  and  without 
any  tendency  to  coagulation.  The 
instrument  may  safely  be  removed 
within  a  few  minutes,  but  it  is  pru- 
de ut  to  let  the  coagulum  remain  for 
some  time. 


WEEKLY   REPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Endinif  March  14,  ai  Bo<m. 


March  7.  Sarah  Garnejr, 

89  yrs. 

Mary  Smith, 

« 

Samuel  Cass, 

22 

Abigail  Mangallg, 

86 

Robert  Turner, 

2 

8.  George  Shaw, 

4  w. 

9.  John  JBoit, 

56  yrs. 

10.  Mary  8«iUivaa, 

14  mo. 

11.  Mary  Porter, 

4  yre. 

Elizabeth  Leedf, 

14 

14.  Andrew  Shea, 

40 

Edward  Perkins, 

21 

BilioQs  fever,  2— childbed,  1 — hooping 
cough,  1 — ^infantile,  1 — lung  fever,  1— oMifi. 
cation  of  the  heart,  1 — ^rheumatic,  1 — typhous 
fever,  2— unknown,  2.  Males,  6 — females,  6. 
SiilJbom,  8.    Total,  lft« 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  bj  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street.— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERT.    In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Sur|;ery  as  a  Science* 

S.  Operatiye  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with   Dental 


By  Samuel  Shxldos  Fitch,  M.D., 
Sufgeon  Dentist.  Denficum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digerai  et  diu  vivas ;  lasati* 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceoe  officinae  t 
hine  mille  malorom  occasiones. — Baglivi 
Xin.  March  17. 

ep6w 

NEW  MEDICAL  WORK. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  Ben- 
jamin Perkins*  Co.— THE  FRENCH 
PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE;  being  a 
translation  of  L.  F.  Begin's  treatise  on 
Therapeutics ;  with  occasional  notes  and 
observations,  illustrative  of  the  treatment 
of  diseases  in  the  climate  of  North  Ame- 
rica. By  Xavijul  Tbimxiu 
ep3w  March  17. 

CASEY^S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  ProDrietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba^ 
lance  for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  nnder  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy;  at  Mr.  Charles  Whitens, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 
mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  ■  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
^cted,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  sdone.    This  machine  has  received 


the  approb&tioB  <ff  manyorthe'moflt  emi- 
nent medicarmen  tft  this  city  and  New* 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given^  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  wHl  be 
attended  to. 

Botton^  Feb.  6,  1839. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
91,  Summer  Street,  has  on  baiki  a 
small  lot  of  EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  m 
excellent  order,  and  of  very  large  size| 
which  he  will  sell  at  a  fair  price. 

N.  B.  Leeches  applied  at  nsnal,  or 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  city.  4t. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUBfENTS. 

DAVID  k  JOHN  HENSHAW  k  Co. 
No.  33;  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Whrrf,  hare  for  sale  a  very  t x- 
tensive  assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 


NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Apothecary^ 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries^  Hall, 
No.  18S,  Washington  Street  (latelr 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  Ac  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  otln 
ers  are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrifv 
tions,  &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHOSCOPE. 

JUST  published  by  Benjamin  Perkins, 
&  Co.,— MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE 
OF  THE  STETHOSCOPE,  being  a  short 
Treatise  on  investigating  Diseases  of  the 
Chest.  From  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
with  an  Introduction  and  Plates.  By  a 
Fellow  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 

The  Stethoscope  may  also  be  obtained 
as  above  in  the  most  approved  form. 
ep3w  Jan.  5tO. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cottok,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Fraaklia  St.,  ta 
'  whom  all  cossmuntcatioos  mast  be  addressed,  po9tpaid. — Price  three  doUara  per  anaum,  il 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
nvupoid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  thia  is  the  same  as  for  other  aewapapera. 
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I. 

Ca$es  of  ^euralgiay   or  painful 

J{ffecHon8  of  jiTervts. 

By  John  C.  Wabrbn,  M.D. 

NKURALOIA   OF  THE  TRUNK. 

Painfyi  Afectian  of  the  Side, 
This  complaint  was  called  Pieu- 
rodyDC  by  Cullen  and  Sauvages ; 
Plenralgia  by  Good.  Considered 
as  to  the  organs  diseased,  it  is  of 
two  kinds, — painAil  aflection  of 
the  muscles,  and  painful  affection 
of  the  nerves  of  the  side*  •  The 
former  only  appear  to  have  been 
contemplated  by  the  writers 
above  named.  They  considered 
all  these  complaints  to  reside  in 
the  muscles;  and  Cullen  set  them 
down  under  the  genus  Rheuma- 
tism ;  while  Good  more  properly 
viewed  them  as  forming  a  sepa- 
rate genus,  which  he  called  Plen- 
ralgia, and  divided  into  acute  and 
chronic. 

Painful  affection  of  the  nerves 
of  the  side  is  distinguished  from 
that  of  the  muscles,  in  its  wanting 
the  tenderness  or  sensibility  on 
pressure,  which  is  generally  found 
in  the  former, — in  not  being  at- 
tended by  pain  on  motions  of  the 
ribs  or  of  the  arm, — and  in  its 
permanency  or  greater  duration. 
The  complaint  may  arise  spon- 
taneously ;  or  from  an  injury  ;  or 
from  distortion  of  the  ribs. 


1.     Painful  Affection  of  the  Side, 
arising  without  evident  Cause, 

Mrs.  R.  has  been  married  two 
years  without  children;  aged  about 
SO  ;  has  had  good  health.  About 
six  months  after  marriage,  began 
to  be  affected  with  a  pain  in  thd 
left  side,  about  the  fifth  rib  ;  ex* 
tending  from  the  angle  of  the  rib 
forwards,  towards  the  sternum. 
The  pain  gradually  increased  till 
it  became  severci  especially  at 
night,  when  it  deprived  her  of 
sleep  sometimes.  It  has  now 
destroyed  her  appetite,  which 
was  generally  good.  She  is  free 
from  fever  and  derangement  of  the 
digestive  organs.  The  pain  keeps 
her  in  an  unhappy  state  ;  prevents 
her  employing  herself  actively  in 
any  way,  and  has  caused  a  consi- 
derable degree  of  emaciation. 

She  was  advised  to  apply  eight 
leeches  to  the  part  affected,  eve- 
ry other  day,  for  three  weeks  ; 
then  to  keep  the  side  irritated 
with  the  ointment  of  Tartrite  of 
Antimony,  for  two  months  ;  in  the 
mean  while,  to  take  two  drachms 
of  the  Carbonate  of  Iron  in  a  day, 
and  once  in  three  days  i^  purga- 
tive pill. 

Four  months  aft^r  this  pre- 
scription, I  saiy  her  again.  She 
was  free  from  pain  ;  had  recover- 
ed her  strength,  flesh,  and  spirits; 
and  was  able  to  use  the  arm  with- 
out producing  pain. 
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heated  imagination^  bat  to  those 
who,  from  actual  observation  and 
eiperience,  are  capable  of  judg- 
ing on  this  point. 

I.  Phar^mact. — No  one  will 
accuse  us  of  advocating  the  pre- 
sent system  of  indenture,  which 
we  believe  to  be  double,  if  not 
triple,  the  duration  it  ought  to  be. 
But  we  maintain  that  no  man  can 
practise  either  physic  or  surgery 
(much  less  pharmacy)  well,  who 
does  not  possess  some  practical 
knowledge,  not  merely  of  the 
properties,  chemical  constituents, 
and  doses  of  medicinal  agents,  but 
of  the  manipulatiou  and  eoetempora" 
neous  composition  of  the  same, 
whether  these  last  be  learnt  be* 
hind  the  counter  of  the  chemist, 
in  the  private  surgery  of  the  ge- 
neral practitioner,  or  in  the  phar- 
macy of  the  hospital  or  dispensa- 
ry. Now  it  is  utterly  impossible 
that  a  court  of  examiners  can  ask 
any  pharmaceutical  questions  that 
may  not  be  answered  from  what 
is  taught  in  lectures  on  materia 
medica,  or  what  is  printed  in  the 
Dispensatories — unless,  indeed, 
they  keep  a  shop  on  one  side  of 
the  Hall,  and  compel  the  candi- 
dates to  boil  decoctions,  filter 
tinctures,  roll  pills,  and  compound 
mixtures.  The  certificate  or 
proof  of  "  actual  service,"  in  this 
department  of  the  medical  state, 
cannot,  therefore,  be  dispensed 
with,  unless  we  admit  that  phar- 
macy, learnt  in  l)ooks  or  lectures, 
is  as  good  as  that  learnt  by  the 
actual  practice  of  the  same. 

II.  Anatomy. — Of  all  the 
branches  of  medical  or  surgical 
science,  anatomy  is  that  which 
might  be  best  ascertained  by  an 
examination.  But  we  are  con- 
vinced that,  even  here,  the  new 
or  Utopian  plan  would  break 
down.     The  whole  of  descriptive 


anatomy — the  whole  science  of 
pathology,  may  be  more^  pertly 
learnt  from  books,  or  even  grind- 
ers,* than  by  actual  dissection. 
All  viva  voce  questions,  then,  might 
be  answered  by  means  of  the  very 
worst  species  of  study — cramming. 
But,  says  the  reformer,  we  shall 
have  skeletons,  vascular  and  neu- 
rological subjects — dried  muscu- 
lar extremities  on  the  table — and, 
by  these,  we  shall  find  out  the 
candidate's  anatomical  knowledge. 
Vain  expectation  !  On  all  these 
snbjectSy  the  grinder  can  descanti 
and  the  student  can  get  crammed. 
^^  Then  (says  the  projector  of  the 
new  scheme)  we  shall  have  brains 
(if  such  can  be  found)  in  every 
court  of  examiners,  and  each  can- 
didate shall  demonstrate  the  va- 
rious parts  of  the  encephalon." 
Who  shall  find  subjects — who  shall 
find  time  for  this  species  of  manu- 
al anatomy  ?  The  thing  is  im- 
practicable— and,  if  practicable, 
it  ought  not  to  supersede  the  proofs 
of  the  quo  modo  in  which  the  ana*' 
tomical  knowledge  is  obtained. 


•  The  trade  of  a  grinder  is  fortuoatcly 
unknown  in  (his  country.  It  is  crowded 
in  Great  Britain.  His  business  is  to  find 
out  the  general  tenor  of  the  questions  put  . 
to  young  gentlemen  at  medical  examina- 
tions, and  all  such  as  are  most  likely  to 
be  put  from  the  knowledge,  character, 
tastes,  habits,  or  peculiantiep  of  each 
examiner.  For  a  small  fee,  candidates 
are  taken  in  charge  a  few  weeks  imme- 
diately preceding  their  examinations,  and 
so  thoroughly  plied  will)  these  questions, 
and  saturated  with  the  proper  replies, 
that  it  requires  absolutely  very  little  pro- 
fessional attainment  to  appear  well  before 
the  august  assembly,  ll  is  very  evident 
that  knowledge  thus  cursorily  and  speed- 
ily and  easily  acquired,  must  be  very  soon 
lost,  and  hence  the  force  of  this  part  of 
Dr.  Johnson^s  argument.  Although  we 
have  no  grinders  in  this  country,  yet,  if 
the  same  system  which  is  proposed  in 
England  were  adopted  here,  they  would 
doubtless  rise  up  among  us  in  great  pro- 
fusion.— E©. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


16S 


III.  Surgery. — The*  plan  un- 
der consideration  would  tend  to 
abridge  the  study  of  surgical  dis- 
eases, by  the  toilsome  and  expen- 
sive mode  of  actual  observation 
in  hospitals  and  dispensaries ; 
while  it  would  encourage  the  ac- 
cumulation of  technical  descrip- 
tions from  books  and  ^^  grinders," 
in  the  former  of  which,  the  symp- 
toms of  surgical  diseases,  and  the 
steps  of  surgical  operations,  are 
minutely  laid  down.  This  species 
of  surgical  erudition  would  make 
a  better  figure  in  the  examination, 
than  that  which  was  acquired  by 
ocular  observation  in  hospitals,  or 
by  oral  instructions  from  teachers. 
How  much  superior  tha^^^ris, 
we  need.not  stop  to  prove. 

IV.  Clinical  Medicine. — 
This,  the  roost  important  of  all 
the  medical  stodies,  cannot  be 
conveyed  by  means  of  books,  or 
even  of  viva  voce  lectures — nor 
can  any  species  of  examination 
ascertain  the  candidate's  profi- 
ciency in  it — unless  there  was 
a  ward  of  sick  patients  at- 
tached to  the  examination  hail. 
The  '  only  security,  then,  for  cli- 
nical study,  is  the  written  proof 
of  hospital  attendance,  which 
proof  the  wild  radical  plan  of  re- 
form would  dispense  with.  This 
fact  alone,  which  cannot  he  ques- 
tioned, is  sufficient  to  condemn 
the  proposed  test  of  medical  and 
surgical  qualifications — a  test 
which,  if  fully  acted  on,  would 
do  all  in  its  power  to  depress  the 
regular  teacher — patronize  the 
grinder — and  imbue  the  medical 
student  with  technical,  instead  of 
practical,  knowledge  ! 

We  have  noticed  this  chimeri- 
cal proposal,  not  from  an  idea 
that  it  will  e^ver  be  entertained 
by  any  faculty,  between  Terra 
del  Fuego  and  Lapland,  but  to 


show   the   medical    student    the 
grounds  of  discontent,  by  which 
he  is  excited  into  hostility  against 
those  who  are,  by  law,  entrusted 
with  his  examination.    That  there 
is  ample  field  for  beneficial  re- 
form in  our  systems  of  medical 
education,   in    this   country,  we 
have  often  shown  ;  but  the  wild 
ravings  of  a  few  visionary  reform- 
ers have  driven  the  period  for  its 
investigation  to  an  indefinite  dis« 
tanoe.     This  is  already  too  plain- 
ly proved.     No  human  power-^ 
no  play  on  the  human  passions, 
could  now  aggregate  a  dozen  of 
respectabU  reformers  in  the  Free- 
masons' Tavern— or   draw    half 
that  number  of  petitions  to  Par- 
liaoient  from  the  united  empire  ! 
Yet  the  same  state  of  things  now 
exists  as  in  1826.     We  are  told, 
indeed,  by  the  radical  press,  that 
peace  and  perfect  unanimity  ob- 
tain throughout  all  ranks  of  the 
profession ;    and   that  they  only 
wait  the  return  of  Spring,  to  burst 
forth,  in  a  storm  of  virtuous  indig« 
nation,  against  their  oppressors  ! 
This  is  a  curious  kind  of  tranquil- 
lity.    The   fact  is,  a  few  half- 
cracked  agitators  have  made  sen- 
sible men  shrink  from  every  kind 
of  participation  with  them  ;  and 
the  agitators,  being  now  left  to 
themselves,  they  call  it ''  peace!" 
'^  Ubi  solitudinem  fadutU  paceu' 
oppeUatU."    Under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, there  is  not  the  re- 
motest chance  or  hope  of  medical 
reform,  except  what  may  flow 
from  the  spontai)eous  concessions 
of    the    constituted    authorities. 
Half  a  dozen  medical  Cobbetts 
have  done   more    mischief   than 
fifty  medical  Burdetts  can  repair! 
The  corporate  bodies  now  smile 
at  their  opponents,  whose  ranks 
are  deserted,  in  conseouence  of 
leaders,    with    whom    Falstaff^s 
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gang,  with  Bardolf  at  their  bead, 
would  be  ashamed  to  associate  ! 
Yet  we  think  it  would  be  wise  in 
these  corporate  bodies,  to  seize 
this  favorable  opportunity  for  in- 
troducing liberal  and  enlightened 
meaaures,  corresponding  with  the 
more  extended  views  of  modern 
times.  It  would  be  infinitely 
more  graceful,  that  such  measures 
should  flow  spontaneously  from 
the  constituted  authorities,  than 
that  they  should  be  exacted  by 
popular  clamor.  A  time  may 
come,  when  the  respectable 
members  of  the  profession  may 
think  fit  to  form  a  strong  and  unit- 
ed phalanx,  in  favor  of  medical 
REFORM,  after  the  ridicule  and 
degradation  attached  to  the  word, 
and  even  to  the  measure,  by  the 
interference  of  the  present  advo- 
cates, shall  have  subsiclfed.  The 
voice 'of  the  profession  must  then 
be  beard ;  and  it  must  have  a 
gre^t  moral  force  when  divested 
of  the  ^'  ribaldry"  with  which 
it  is  now  associated* 


II. 

CONFESSIONS    OF   BURKE    IN  THE 
OAOL. 

,  Edinburgh,  Jan.  3d,  1829: 

An  old  pensioner,  named  Donald, 
lived  in  the  house  about  Christ- 
mas, 1827  ;  he  was  in  bad  health, 
and  died  a  short  time  before  his 
qaarter'a  pension  was  due ;  that 
he  owed  Hare  4L  ;  and  a  day  or 
two  after  the  pensioner's  death. 
Hare  proposed  that  his  body 
should  be  sold  to  the  doctors,  and 
that  the  declarant  sbouid  get  a 
share  of  the  price.  Declarant 
said  it  was  impossible  to  do  it, 
because  the  man  W4)uld  be  com- 
ing in  with  the  coflSn  immediately; 
but  after  the  body  was  put  into 
the  coffin,  and  the  lid  was  nailed 


down,  Hftre  started  the  lid  with 
a  chisel,  and  he  and  declarant 
took  out  the  corpse  and  concealed 
it  in  the  bed,  and  put  tanner's 
bark,  from  behind  the  bouse,  into 
the  coffin,  and  covered  it  with  a 
sjieet,  and  nailed  down  the  lid  of 
the  coffin,  and  the  coffin  was  then 
carried  away  for  interment.  That  * 
Hajre  did  not  appear  to  have  been 
concerned  in  anything  of  the  kind 
before,  and  seemed  to  be  at  a  loss 
how  to  get  the  body  disposed  of, 

*  and  he  and  Hare  went  in  the  even- 
ing to  the  yard  of  the  college,  and 
saw  a  person  like  a  student  there, 
and  the  declarant  asked  him  if 
there  were  any  of  Dr.  Monro's 
men  abaut,  because  he  did  not 
know  there  was  any  way  of  dis- 
posing of  a^  dead  body,  nor  did 
Hare.  The  young  man  asked 
what  they  wanted  with  Dr.  Mon- 
ro, and  the  declarant  told  him 
that  he  had  a  subject  to  dispose 
of,  and  the  young  man  referred 
him  to  Dr.  Knox,  No.  10,  Sur- 
geon's Square,  and  they  went^ 
there,  and  saw  young  gentlemen, 

'^vfGTom  he  knows  to  be  Jones,  Mil- 
ler, and  Ferguson,  and  told  them 
that  they  had  a  subject  to  dispose 
of,  but  they  did  not  ask  how  they 
had  obtained  it  ;  and  they  told  the 
declarant  and  Hare  to  come  baek 
when  it  was  dark,  and  that  they 
themselves  would  find  a  porter  to 
carry  it.  Declarant  and  Hare 
went  home,  and  put  the  body  into 
a  sack,  and  carried  it  to  Surgeon'^ 
Square,  and  not  knowing  how  to 
dispose  of  it,  laid  it  down  at  the 
door  of  the  cellar,  and  went  up 
to  the  room,  where  the  three 
young  men  saw  them,  and  uAi 
them  to  bring  up  the  body  to  the 
room,  which  they  did,  and  they 
took  the-  body  out  of  the  sack,  and 
laid  -it  on  the  dissecting  table  ; 
that  the  shirt  was  on  the  body> 
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but  th6  young  men  asked  no  ques*' 
tions  as  to  that,  and  the  declarant 
and  Hare,  at  their  desire,  took 
off  the  shirt,  and  got  7{.  lOt.  Dr. 
Knox  came  in  after  the  shirt  was 
taken  off,  and  looked  at  the  body, 
and  proposed  that  they  should  get 
IL  10«.,  and  authorized  Jones  to 
settle  with  them  ;  and  he  asked 
no  questions  as  to  how  the  body 
bad  been  obtained.  Hare  got  41. 
Ss.j  and  the  declarant  got  SL  bs. 
Jones,  &c.,  said,  they  would  be 
glad  to  see'them  again  when  they 
had  any  other  body  to  dispose  of. 

Early  last  spring,  1828,  a  wo- 
man from  Qilmerton  came  to 
Hare's  house  as  a  nightly  lodger, 
Hare  keeping  seven  beds  for  lodg- 
ers :  that  she  was  a  stranger,  and 
she  and  Hare  became  merry,  and 
drank  together,  and  next  morning 
she  was  very  ill  in  consequence 
of  what  she  bad  ate,  and  she  sent 
for  more  drink,  and  she  and  Hare 
drank  together  ;  and  she  became 
very  sick  and  vomited,  and  that 
time  she  had  not  risen  from  the 
bed,  and  Hare  then  said  that  they 
would  try  and  smother  her,  in  or- 
der to  dispose  of  her  body  to  the 
doctors.  That  she  was  lying  on 
her  back  in  the  bed,  and  quite  in- 
sensible from  drink,  and  Hare 
clapped  his  hand  on.  her  mouth 
and  nose,  and  the  declarant  laid 
himself  across  her  body,  in  order 
to  prevent  her  C^akihg  any  dis- 
turbance, and  she  never  stirred, 
and  they  took  her  out  of  bed  and 
undressed  her,  and  put  her  into  a 
chest. 

The  next  was  a  man  named  Jo- 
seph, a  miller,  and  lying  badly  in 
the  bouse.  That  he  got  some 
drink  from  declarant  and  Hare, 
but  was  not  tipsy  ;  he  was  very 
*»  ill,  lying  in  bed,^and  could  not 
speak  sometimes,  dnd  there  was 
a  report  on  that    account   that 


there  was  fever  in  the  house,, 
which  made  Hare  and  his  wife 
uneasy,  in  case  it  should  keep 
away  lodgers,  and  they  (declarant 
and  Hare)  agreed  that  they  should 
suffocate  him  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  the  declarant  got  a  small 
pillow  and  laid  it  across  Joseph's 
mouth,. and  Hare  lay  across  the 
body  to  keep  down  the  arms  and 
legs,  and  he  was  disposed  of  in 
the  same  manner. 

In  May,  1828,  as  he  thinks,  an 
old  woman  came  to  the  house  as 
a  lodger,  and  she  was  the  worse 
for  drink,  and  she  got  more  drink 
of  her  own  accord,  and  she  be- 
came very  drunk,  and  declarant 
suffocated  her  ;  and  Hare  was  not 
in  the  house  at  the  time  ;  and  she 
was  disposed  of  in  the  same  man- 
ner. 

Soon  after  an  Englishman  lodg- 
ed there  for  some  nights,  and  he 
was  ill  of  the  jaundice  ;  that  he 
was  in  bed  very  unwell,  and  Hare 
and  declarant  got  above  and  held 
him  down,  and,  by  holding  him 
down,  suffocated  him,  and  dispos- 
ed of  him  in  the  same  manner. 

Shortly  aftef wards,  an  old  wo- 
man named  Haldane  (but  he  knows 
nothing  farther  of  her)  lodged  in 
the  house,  and  she  had  got  some 
drink  at  the  time,  and  got  more 
to  intoxicate  her,  and  he  and  Hare 
suffocated  her,  and  disposed  of 
her  in  the  same  manner. 

Soon  afterwards,  a  cinder-wo-  > 
man  came  to  the  bouse  as  a  lodg- 
er, as  he  believes,  and  she  got 
drink  from  Hare  and  the  declar- 
ant, and  became  tipsy,  and  she 
was  half  asleep,  and  he  and  Hare 
suffocated  her,  and  disposed  of 
her  in  the  same  manner. 

About  midsummer,  1828,  a 
woman,  with  her  son  or  grandson, 
about  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
who  seemed  to  be  weak  in  his 


Digitized  by  VjQOQIC 


166 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SITROICAL  JOURNAL. 


mind,  came  to  the  house  as  lodg- 
ers ;  the  woman  got  a  dram,  and 
when  iD  bed  asleep,  he  and  Hare 
suffocated  her  ;  and  the  boy  was 
sitting  at  the  fire  in  the  kitchen, 
and  be  and  Hare  took  hold  of  him, 
and  carried  him  into  the  room, 
and  suffocated  him. 

That  soon  afterwards  the  de- 
clarant brought  a  woman  to  the 
bouse  as  a  lodger,  and  after  some 
dajs  she  got  drunk,  and  was  dis- 

?osed  of  in  the  same    manner, 
'hat  declarant  and  Hare  gene- 
rally tried  if  lodgers  would  drink, . 
and  if  they  would  drink  they  were 
disposed  of  in  that  manner. 

The  declarant  then  went  for  a 
few  days  to  the  house  of  Helen 
M'DougaPs  father,  and  when  he 
returned,  he  learned  from  Hare 
that  he  had  disposed  of  a  woman 
in  the  declarant's  absence,  in  the 
same  manner,  in  his  own  house  ; 
but  the  declarant  does  not  know 
the  woman's  name,  or  any  further 
particulars  of  the  case,  or  whe- 
ther any  other  person  was  present, 
or  knew  of  it. 

That  about  this  time  he  went 
to  live  in  Broggan's  house,  and  a 
woman  named  Margaret  Haldane, 
daughter  of  the  woman  Haldand 
before/ mentioned,  and  whose  sis- 
ter is  married  to  Clark,  a  tin- 
smith in  the  High  Street,  came 
into  the  house,  but  tbo  declarant 
does  not  remember  for  what  pur- 
pose ;  and  she  was  disposed  of  in 
the  same  manner.  That  Hare 
was  not  present,  and  neither  Brog- 
gan  nor  his  son  knew  the  least 
thing  about  that,  or  any  other 
case  of  the  same  kind. 

That  in  April,  1828,  he  fell  in 
with  the  girl  Paterson  and  her 
companion,  in  Constantine  Burke's 
house,  and  they  had  breakfast  to- 
gether, and  he  sent  for  Hare,  and 
he    and    Hare    disposed  of    her 


in  the  same  manner;  and  Mr.* 
Ferguson  and  a  tall  lad,  who 
seemed  to  have  known  the  woman 
by  sjght,  asked  where  they  had 
got.  the  body ;  and  the  declarant 
said  he  had  purchased  it  from  an 
old  woman  at  the  back  of  the 
Canongate.  The  body  was  dis- 
posed of  five  or  six  hours  after 
the  girl  was  killed. 

One  day  in  September  or  Oc- 
tober, 1828,  a  washer-woman  had 
been  washing  in  the  house  for 
some  time,  and  he  and  Hare  8uP> 
focated  her,  and  disposed  of  her 
in  the  same  manner. 

Soon  afterwards  a  woman, 
named  M'Dougal,  who  was  a  dis- 
tant relation  of  Helen  M^DougaPs 
first  husband,  came  to  Broggan's 
house  to  see  M^Dougal;  and  after 
she  had  been  coming  and  going  to 
the  house  for  a  few  days,  she  got 
drunk,  and  was  served  in  the  same 
way  by  the  declarant  and  Hare. 

That  "  Daft  Jamie"  was  then 
disposed  of  in  the  manner  men- 
tioned in  the  indictment,  except 
that  Hare  was  concerned  in  it. 
That  Hare  was  lying  alongside  of 
Jamie  in  the  bed,  and  Hare  sud- 
denly turned  on  him,  and  put  his 
hand  on  his  mouth  and  nose ;  and 
Jamie,  who  had  got  drink,  bat 
was  not  drunk,  made  a  terrible 
resistance,  and  he  and  Hare  fell 
from  the  bed  together.  Hare  still 
keeping  hold  of^amie's  mouth  and 
nose  ;  and  as  they  lay  on  the  floor 
together,  declarant  lay  across  Ja- 
mie, to  prevent  him  from  resist- 
ing, and  they  held  him  in  that 
state  till  he  was  dead,  and  he 
was  disposed  of  in  the  same  man- 
ner ;  and  Hare  took  a  brass  snuff- 
box and  a  spooir  from  Jamie's 
pocket,  and  kept  the  box  to  him- 
self, and  never  gave  it  to  the  de- 
clarant, but  he  gave  him  the 
spoon. 
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Arid  the  la»t  was  the  old  wocnan 
Docherty,  for  whose  murder  he 
has  been  convicted.  That  she 
was  not  put  to  death  in  the  man- 
ner deponed  Xo  by  Hare  on  the 
trial.  That  during  the  scuffle 
between  him  and  Hare,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  was  nearly 
strangled  by  Hare,  Docherty  had 
crept  among  the  straw,  and  after 
tbe  scuffle  was  over,  they  had 
some  drink,  and  after  that  they 
both  went  forward  to  where  the 
w^oman  was  lying  sleeping,  and 
Hare  went  forward  first,  and 
seized  her  by  the  mouth  and  nose, 
as  on  former  occasions  ;  and  at  the 
same  time  the  declarant  lay  across 
her,  and  she  had  no  opportunity  of 
making  any  noise  ;  and  before  she 
was  dead,  one  or  other  of  them, 
be  does  not  recollect  which,  took 
hold  of  her  .by  the  throat.  That 
while  he  and  Hare  were  strug- 
gling, which  was  a  real  scuffle, 
M'Oougal  opened  the  door  of  the 
,apartment,  and  went  into  the  in- 
ner passage  and  knocked  at  the 
door,  and  called  out  police  and 
murder,  but  soon  came  back  ;  and 
at  the  same  time  Hare's  wife 
called  out,  never  to  mind,  because 
the  declarant  and  Hare  would  not 
hurt  one  another.  That  whene- 
ver he  and  Hare  rose  and  went 
towards  the  straw  where  Docher* 
ty  was  lying,  M^Dougal  and  Hare's 
wife,  who,  he  thinks,  were  lying 
in  bed  at  the  time,  or,  perhaps, 
were  at  the  fire,  immediately 
rose  and  left  the  house,  but  did 
not  make  any  noise,  so  far  as  he 
heard,  and  he  was  surprised  at 
their  going  out  that  time,  because 
he  did  not  see  how  they  could 
have  any  suspicions  of  what  they 
(tbe  declarant  and  Hare)  intended 
doing.  That  he  cannot  say  whe- 
ther he  and  Hare  wuold  have  kill- 
ed Docherty  or  not,  if  the  women 


had  remained,  because  they  were 
so  determined  to  kill  the  woman, 
the  drink  being  in  their  head. 

III. 

BR-VACCIIfATION  IN  FRANCE. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  habit 
of  re-vaccination  was  recommended 
by  Dr.  Rabbins  iu  an  early  number 
of  our  Journal.  As  it  was  recom- 
mended in  the  hope  that  if  such  a 
practice  were  general  it  might  prove 
a  preventive  of  the  varioloid,  and 
with  a  view  to  draw  the  attention  of 
medical  gentlemen  to  the  suggestion^ 
we  think  it  an  object  to  record  every 
well  authenticated  case  which  ap- 
pears to  throw  light  on  so  important 
a  subject.  To  such  cases,  whether 
they  count  in  favor  of,  or  againit  the 
practice,  our  pages  will  be  open. 

The  following  case,  with  the  in- 
troductory remarks  by  the  Editors 
of  the  Revue  Medicale,  was  trans- 
lated from  the  French,  and  commu- 
nicated for  this  Journal,  by  Dr.  War- 
ren, of  Plymouth,  who  we  shall  be 
happy  to  number  among  the  frequent 
contributors  to  our  work. 
From  the  BoTue  Medicale  for  August,  1828. 

Reflections  on  Re'vaccinaiion.'^ 
That  cases  of  smallpox  after 
vaccination  do  occasionally  occur, 
is  a  fact  now  well  ascertained. 
The  causes  of  these  attacks,  not- 
withstanding the  animated  discus- 
sions to  which  the  subject  has 
given  rise,  are  not  easily  deter- 
mined, and  it  would  therefore 
seem  more  useful  to  ascertain 
whether  such  accidents  can  be 
prevented  by  a  re-vaccination. 
Dr.  Boffinct  has  instituted  inqui- 
ries on  this  point,  which  will  be 
read  with  interest.  Without  ab- 
solutely rejecting  any  of  the  opi- 
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nions  hitherto  adfanced,  he  re- 
gards them  all  as  very  doubtful. 
Has  the  vaccine  virus  lost  an^  of 
its  efficacy  ?  Does  it,  in  some 
subjects,  not  entirely  destroy  the 
susceptibility  of  again  contracting 
the  vaccine,  and  consequently, 
the  smallpox  ?  Or  is  its  prophy- 
lactic poiver  limited  to  a  certain 
period  ?  These  are  important 
questions,  which  diversified  ex- 
perience will  alone  enable  us  sa- 
tisfactorily to  an&wer.  We  pro- 
ceed to  cite  the  facts  stated  by 
M.  BoffincU 

"  My  wife,  aged  28,  was  vac- 
cinated in  1801,  twenty-seven 
years  since.  Four  cicatrices, 
now  remaioing'On  the  upper  part 
of  both  arms,  and  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  competent  judges,  are 
0Qch  as  result  from  the  vaccine 
vesicle,  sufficiently  prove  the  re- 
gular progress  of  the  disease. 
She  was  among  the  first  in  this 
country  who  enjoyed  the  benefit 
of  this  preventive,  and  everything 
conduced  to  an  attentive  observa- 
tion of  the  progress  of  a  discovery 
which  promised  such  advantages, 
and  was  then  the  subject  of  so 
much  contradiction.  This  strict 
observation,  I  have  learnt,  left  no 
doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  vesi- 
cles in  her  case.  May  6,  1828, 
after  having  vaccinated  a  number 
of  children,  I  made,  with  a  lancet, 
two  insertions  of  the  vaccine  mat- 
ter on  the  anterior  part  of  her 
left  forearm.  In  selecting  this 
place,  I  did  not  calculate  on  the 
success  of  the  experiment.  The 
child  from  which  I  took  the  virus, 
and  to  which  I  had  communicated 
it  a  week  previous,  was  nine 
months  ojd,  robust,  healthy,  and 
presenting  on  each  arm  two  fine 
vesicles,  hollowed  in  the  centre, 
encircled  with  a  bright  red  areo- 
la, and  full  of  a  perfectly  transpa- 


rent liquid,  which  flowed  in  drops 
at  the  punctures  made  to  collect 
it.  I  was  certain  that  the  pro' 
gress  of  the  vesicle  ii)  this  child 
had  been  regular,  the  eruption 
commencing  about  the  end  of  the 
third  day. 

**  May  10. — ^The  two  punctured 
made  in  the  forearm^  which  had 
hitherto  scarcely  excited  any  at- 
tention, now  pcesented  a  small 
red  pimple,  and  a  slight  hardness 
was  distinctly  perceptible  to  the 
touch. 

^41. — ^This  pimple  had  increas- 
ed, become  circular,  and  depress- 
ed in  the  centre, — the  red  circle 
.enlarged, — slight  itching. 

*'  12  and  13. — The  areola  more 
distinct  and  brighter  ;  the  lenticu- 
lar vesicle  become  more  elevat- 
ed, and  central  depression  greater. 

"  14.— A  red  point  in  the  centre 
of  the  vesicle,  surrounded  by  a 
whitish,  limpid  fluid-;  the  areola 
somewhat  enlarged. 

*'  15. — The  vesicles  are  well 
filled,  the  areqla  more  extended, 
and  the  subjacent  cellular  tissue 
inflamed  ;  the  fluid  stil  I  clear. 

^^  Having,  from  the  progress  of 
the  disease,  not  the  least  doubt 
of  its  nature,  I  this  day  showed  it 
to  several  persons,  and  particu- 
larly to  three  physicians,  who 
have  loog  practised  vaccination 
in  this  city.  They  all  recognized 
at  once  the  developement  of  the 
vaccine  vesicle.  The  crusts  be- 
came greyish,  fell  ofi*on  the  30th 
day,  and  left  two  indented  (fave- 
ol^es)  cicatrices,  in  every  respect 
similar  to  those  on  the  upper  part 
of  the  arm, 

'^  Wishing  to  give  additional 
force  to  this  conclusive  experi- 
ment, I  vaccinated  three  child-, 
ren  the  same  day.  May  15,  with 
virus  taken  from  my  wife. 

^^  1.  The  result  in  the  first,  aged 
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15  months^  from  four  insertions, 
,  wai'very  satisfarctory.  The  vac- 
cine went  through  its  stages  rego- 
larly,  as  I  ascertained  by  personal 
observation. 

'*  2.  In  the  two  others,  one  of 
3  months,  the  other  of  3  years,  I 
made  two  punctures  in  the  left 
arm  with  the  same  virus.  Two 
other  punctures  were  made  on 
the  right  arm  of  each,  with  vac- 
cine from  another  source.  All 
the  four  vesicles  were  developed 
with  equal  regularity,  and  fur- 
nished the  genuine  matter. 

^^  3.  On  the  same  day,  I  placed 
the  same  virus  on  plates  of  glass, 
and  on  the  19th,  vaccinated  with 
it  two*children,  one  of  8  months, 
the  other  of  2.  In  both,  the  dis- 
ease showed  itself  in  its  usual 
form. 

^^4.  The  same  day,  I  again  re- 
vaccinated  my  wife, — two  days 
after,  however,  there  was  no 
trace  of  the  puncture. 

**  What  are  we  to  conclude 
from  these  facts  ? — that  my  wife 
was  destined  to  have  smallpox 
twice,  or  that  the  four  vesicles 
developed  in  1801  had  not  suffi- 
ciently neutralized  the  virus  of 
smallpox, — or  ratlier,  that  this 
was  one  of  those  rare  cases,  in 
which,  according  to  Hufeland,  the 
vaccine  does  not  completely  de- 
stroy the  susceptibility  of  con- 
tracting smallpox  ?  Whatever 
theory  we  may  adopt,  the  expe- 
riment is  not  less  valuable,  by 
proving  the  possibility  of  the  suc- 
cess of  a  repeated  vaccination. 
Nor  can  there  be  a  doubt  that 
this  second  operation,  when  it 
succeeds,  is  of  advantage, — to 
what  extent,  time  and  numerous 
experiments  can  alone  determine. 

"  No  objection,  either  as  res- 
pects thb  disease  itself  or  the 
person  vaccinated,  is  opposed  to 


the  repetition  of  this  experiment. 
The  pain  of  a  slight  puncture  and 
of  the  eruption  of  a  few  vesicles 
is  trifiing,  compared  with  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  new  operation, — 
advantages,  which,  although  still 
problematical,  ought  certainly  to> 
excite  the  attention  of  those  who 
would  properly  appreciate  the 
benefits  of  so  valuable  a  discovery 
as  that  of  vaccination. 

"  Everything,  therefore,  invites, 
to  a  repetition  of  vaccination  in 
the  same  individual,  even  more 
than  once.  I  am  of  opinion,  also, 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  sub- 
ject to  it  persons  who  bear  the 
marks  of  mild  smallpox.  Encou- 
raged by  the  success  I  have  ob- 
tained, and  regardless  qf  the  ridi- 
cule which  h^s  been  thrown  oa 
these  attempts,  I  propose  to  ex- 
tend and  vary  these  experiments, 
for  it  is  only  by  the  aid  of  long 
experience  and  extended  observa- 
tion that  we  can  arrive  at  the  li- 
mits of  possible  attainment." 


CLCflCAL  REPORTS. 

MASSACHUSETTS    GENERAL  HOSPI- 
TAL. 

Wound  of  Hand — Inflammation  and 
Abscess  of  Vein — Abscesses  in  lA- 
ver. 

This  is  a  case  remarkable  for  the 
fatal  termination  of  a  slight  injury  ; 
probably  from  its  being  neglected  in 
the  first'  stage.  The  patient's  con- 
stitution must  have  been  in  a  bad 
state,  though  in  appearance  he  exhi- 
bited no  marks  of  such  state. 

March  17.— E.  C,  of  M.,  about 
two  months  since  cut  the  index  fin- 
ger of  the  left  hand,  near  the  first 
joint,  though  the  wound  was  trifiing 
at  the  time,  and  required  oo  particu- 
lar attention.  lu  a  (^vf  days  the 
wound  infianted  very  much  and  be- 
came   painful.      Various    emollient 
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appHoations  were  made,  but  were 
not  suffictont  to  arrest  the  disease. 
UJceratinn  took  place,  and  the  bones 
of  the  second  and  third  phalanges 
were  denuded  some  distance  from 
the  joint. 

He  at  this  time  had  the  finger  am- 
putated at  the  second  joint.  The 
wound  did  perfectly  well  the  first 
week,  after  which  time  an  abscess 
formed  between  the  second  and  third 
joints,  and  immediately  over  the  ten- 
dons of  the  digital  flexors.  The  flap 
at  this  time  had  united  over  the  end 
of  the  stump.  In  a  day  or  two  after 
this,  two  or  more  abscesses  formed 
in  the  p^lm  of  the  hand  and  over  the 
metacarpal  of  the  fore  finger.  These 
abscesses  were  laid  open,  and  en- 
'  deavors  made  to  have  them  fill  up 
by  granulation,  but  to  no  purpose. 
They  were  attended  with  considera- 
ble pain  and  swelling,  as  consequents 
of  an  inflammation,  which  extended 
over  most  of  the  hand  and  up  the 
arm.  The  abscess  over  the  first 
phalanx  of  the  finger  extended  to  the 
bone.  Cataplasms  were  ordered  to 
the  hand,  and  evaporating  lotions  to 
the  arm. 

General  health  has  always  been 
good,  and  is  now  so.  Patient  is  a 
large,  stour,  and  muscular  man. 

]9. — Patient  had  his  hand  placed 
firmly  upon  a  table,  the  palm  looking 
upwards;  a  deep  incision  was  then 
made,  beginning  about  over  the  junc- 
tion pf  the  carpal  and  metacarpal 
bones,  and  carried  downward  through 
the  abscesses  to  the  end  of  the  stump. 
The  end  of  the  bone  belonging  to 
the  stump  was  naked,  and  removed 
by  sawing,  just  below  the  third  joint. 
Wound  was  dressed  with  lint  and 
simple  cerate ;  bleeding  at  the  time 
of  operation  small. 

20. — Hand  not  very  painful  last 
night ;  slept  considerable ;  bandages 
are  stifl*  from  bleeding  since  opera- 
tion, and  uncommonly  fostid.  Or- 
dered to  be  removed,  and  clean  ones 
to  be  substituted.  Appetite  tolera- 
ble ;  bowels  costive.  M^iy  have  ca- 
thartic. 


21.— Hand  bled  very  copioasly 
last  night,  in  consequence  of  keeping 
it  too  warm,  to  prevent  taking  cold. 
Hemorrhage  was  easily  arrested  by 
admitting  cold  air  to  wound.  This 
morning,  feels  very  well ;  has  good 
appetite.     May  have  house  diet. 

24.-— Wound  looks  well,  and  fill- 
ing up  with  healthy  jgranulations ;  is 
washed  twice  a  day,  and  dressed 
with  lint  and  resinous  ointment. 

26. — Yesterday  had  a  severe  cbill| 
followed  by  copious  perspiration; 
countenance  materially  changed  with- 
in a  few  days  ;  now  morbid  ;  appe- 
tite wanting ;  pulse  full ;  complains 
of  burning  and  distress  in  epigastri- 
um ;  pain  in  right  shoulder.  Order- 
ed repeated  doses  of  the  solution  of 
antimony,  till  vomiting  be  {yoduc- 
ed,  and  an  alterative  pill  at  night. 

27. — Antimony  did  not  produce 
much  vomiting  yesterday,  but  passed 
ofi"  by  the  bowels ;  in  the  eveoinff 
had  a  recurrence  of  the  chills,  and 
rigors.  This  morning,  tongue  dry^ 
and  covered  with  a  thick  dark  coat  ; 
pulse  120  ;  strength  somewhat  dimi- 
nished ;  appetite  wanting. 

28. — Yesterday,  at  the  time  a 
chill  was  apprehended,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  vomit  the  patient,  but 
it  was  not  successful.  Had  a  chill  ; 
sufiered  great  distress  about  the  epi- 
gastric region  ;  took  compound  calo- 
mel pill  at  night ;  had  no  quiet  sleep  ; 
tongue  now  as  yesterday  ;  teeth  co- 
vered with  sordes ;  lips  dry  ;  counte- 
nance sunken ;  conjunctiva  of  eye 
very  yellow. 

29. — Much  yesterday  as  day  be- 
fore. Symptoms  unfavorable ;  bow- 
els costive.  May  have  the  com- 
pound infusion  of  senna,  3  iv«9  itn* 
mediately. 

30.— Cathartic  did  not  operate. 
Repeat  it  to-day,  and  if  no  evacuation 
by  evening,  give  enema. 

31. — No  operation  from  medicine, 
and  enemata  proved  ineflectual.  To- 
day give  croton  oil,  calomel,  and 
aloes.  May  have  cider,  or  wine  aud 
water  for  driuk. 
April    1. — Had    four    dejectionS| 
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copious,  dark,  foetid ;  not  attended 
with  much  debility  ;  have  afforded 
§ome  relief  to  uneasiness  fett  at  epi- 
gastrium. May  have  tonics  to-day, 
unless  contraindicated. 

2. — Evacuations  were  frequent 
yesterday,  and  last  night  in  other 
respects  as  before. 

6. — Has  been  no  important  change 
during  the  few  last  days.  Patient 
has  gradi/ally  lost  strength  ;  has  been 
inclined  to  a  relax  from  the  bowels ; 
has  taken  wine,  cider,  brandy  and 
water,  barks,  &c.  Chills  have  re- 
curred almost  daily,  attended  ^with 
some  delirium. 

9. — On  the  7th  and  8ih  was  much 
as  before.  To-day,  is  very  low ; 
comatose ;  aroused  with  great  diffi- 
culiy  ;  pulse  scarcely  perceptible  at 
the  wrist ;  eyes  half  closed  ;  breath 
short  and  quick ;  wound  continued 
to  heal  rapidly,  even  after  the  system 
was  much  diseased  and  much  reduced. 

10. — Examination  of  the  body 
by  Dr.  Warren,  fifteen  hours 
after  death.  Thorax  presented 
nothing  unnatural,  except  an  old 
adhesioti  of  the  pleuras  on  the  right 
side.  Nothing  found  unnatural  in 
the  heart,  except  a  slight  induration 
of  the  veins  of  the  semilunar  valves. 

Abdomen, — Here  the  liver  was 
found  somewhat  enlarged,  particular- 
ly the  right  lobe.  Aspect  of  the  or- 
gan changed  ;  color  various  ;  in  parts 
unnaturally  light ;  near  convex  sur- 
face of  r)ght  lobe  was  found  an  ab- 
scess, an  inch  or  more  in  diameter, 
filled  with  a  greenish  pus.  The  or- 
gan now  raised  from  its  natural  situ- 
ation, on  its  under  and  concave  sur- 
face was  found  another  abscess,  near- 
ly as  large  as  the  first ;  a  third  was 
found  in  centre  of  right  lobe,  all  simi- 
lar in  character ;  whole  organ  had  lost 
its  natural  tenacity,  and  could  be  torn 
in  any  direction  with  a  very  slight 
degree  of  force.  Gall  bladder  and 
its  ducts  natural. 

Stomach  found  natural.  Omentum 
unusually  loaded  with  fat  ;  in  all  res- 
pects healthy.  This  organ  being 
torned  upwards,  the   pancreas  was 


carefully  noticed  ;  found  enlarged, 
by  one  quarter  of  its  natural  sise ; 
the  whole  gland  much  indurated,  and 
lighter  colored  than  usual. 

Diseased  hand  and  arm, — The 
wound  on  the  hand  had  nearly  heal- 
ed ;  what  remained  unhealed  a  few 
days  before  the  death  of  the  patient, 
assumed  a  bad  character,  appearing^ 
gangrenous.  Separate  from  the 
wound,  there  were  no  marks  of  dis- 
ease in  the  hand  or  forearm.  The 
cellular  substance  about  the  brachial 
nerve  was  found  unnaturally  dense, 
and  adherent  to  the  vessel ;  the  coats 
of  the  vessel  thickened,  and  contain- 
ing purulent  matter ;  between  this 
point  and  the  axillary  vein,  less 
marks  of  disease.  In  axilla,  distinct 
marks  of  disease  ;  coats  of  vein  thick- 
ened ;  hard  ;  cellular  membrane  sur- 
rounding it  much  changed  ;  in  the 
vessel  was  found  pus  and  bloody 
amounting  to  half  an  ounce;  beyond 
this  point,  no  traces  of  disease  could 
be  discovered  •  glands  not  enlarged j 
nor  changed  from  the  proper  ap- 
pearance. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  APRIL  28, 1829. 
PARAPLKOIA  EPIDEMIC. 

In  this  age  of  novel  epidemics,  our 
readers  will  feel  no  surprise  at  the 
combination  of  words  which  appears 
at  the  head  of  this  article.  General 
paralysis  has  been  of  so  frequent  oc- 
currence in  Paris,  for  the  last  one  or 
two  years,  that  M.  Bally,  the  Physi- 
cian to  La  Pitie,  considers  it  as  ex- 
hibiting a  kind  of  epidemic  character. 
The  distinguishing  symptoms  of  thq 
disease  have  been  '^  a  sense  of  numb- 
ness and  tingling  in  the  hands  and 
feet,  accompanied  by  a  morbid  sen- 
sibility in  the  surface,  and  an  almost 
total  loss  of  voluntary  motion.^^  This 
disease  is  attributed  by  M.  Bally  to 
some  peculiarity  in  the  atmosphere. 
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Id  some  instances  it  has  proved  fatal, 
though  the  generality  of  those  at- 
tacked have  recovered.  The  mode 
of  treatment  appears  to  have  been 
regulated  by  general  principles. 
The  single  remedy  which  has  proved 
most  decidedly  efficacious  is  Strych- 
nine. This  has  been  exhibited  in 
doses  of  one-eighth  of  a  grain  prr 
dian^  gradually  increased,  in  some 
cases,  to  three  grains,  and  assisted 
by  moxas  to  the  spine. 

Our  Parisian  friends  are  also  fa- 
vored by  a  visit  from  the  Dengue, 
of  which  disease  some  notice  has  al- 
ready appeared  in  this  Journal.  It 
seems  to  assume  there  a  decidedly 
intermittent  character,  and  has  been 
considered  by  eminent  ipen  in  the 
profession  as  of  the  neuralgic  order^ 
and  a  malarious  origin. 

Among  ourselves,  though  exempt- 
ed froniany  epidemic,  there  appears  a 
degree  of  periodical  tendency  in  the 
complaints  of  the  season.  In  affec- 
tions of  the  chest,  attended  by  cough, 
the  cough  has  appeared,  during  the 
past  winter,  to  comle  on  in  severer 
paroxysms  than  usual,  and  to  leave 
the  patient  more  free  from  a  sense 
of  irritation  in  the  intervals.  As  far 
«s  our  own  observation  has  gone, 
this  has  been  very  general ;  and  af- 
ter the  recovery  has  so  far  advanced 
as  to  render  professional  attendance 
unnecessary,  these  paroxysms  have 
-continued,  abating  gradually  in  length 
and  violence,  till  subdued  at  last 
by  the  curative  power  of  nature. 
Antispasmodics  have  proved,  in  our 
hands,  wholly  insufficient  to  arrest 
this  morbid  habit.  So,  also,  with  pain- 
ful affections  of  the  head.  Intermit- 
tent headachs  have  been  frequent, 


and  have  generally  yielded  to  hrge 
doses  of  quinine  or  of  bark,  after 
active  emetics,  purgatives,  leeches, 
and  the  lancet,  had  been  tried  to  no 
purpose.  We  should  like  to  be  in- 
formed if  the  diseases  throughout  the 
country  have  partaken  more  than 
usual  of  an  intermittent  or  periodical 
character,  and  whether  the  prepara- 
tions of  bark  have  been  called 
for  more  than  usual  in  their  treat- 
ment. 


CLIMATE     OF    BARBADOBS    FOR    CON* 
SUMPTIVE  PERSONS. 

Individuals  who  have  vinted  Italy, 
Madeira,   and   Barbadoes,    for    the 
purpose  of  recovery  from  incipient 
Phthisis,   have    given    the    decided 
preference  to  the  latter  resort.    The 
climate  of  Barbadoes  is  particularly 
serene    and    delightful    during    the 
months  of  December,  January,  Feb-  • 
ruary,  March,  and  April, — the  period 
when    consumptive  persons,  in   our 
latitude  feel  most  the  want  of  a  mild 
and  balmy  atmosphere.   The  surface 
of  the  tropical   islaud  is  noore  level 
than  that  of  Madeira,  and  the  facili- 
ties for  exercise  consequently  great- 
er.    Dr.  Johnson  recomroeuds    this 
winter  residence   for  '^  patients   af- 
fected with  tubercles  in  the  lungs, 
not  yet  advanced  to  the    softened 
state, — and  to  those  who  have  had 
haemoptysis,  but  who  have  not  actu- 
ally  purulent    expectoration.'*     Be- 
fore  and    after   the    period    above 
mentioned,  the  climate  of  this  island 
is  not  such  as  to  render  It  a  desirable 
resort    for    valetudinarians, — hurri- 
canes  and  heavy    rains    preceding, 
and  excessive  heat  coming    oo   af- 
ter it. 
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POISONING  BT   CHEESE. 

Although  cases  of  poisoo  from 
cheese  are  not  uDCommoD,  yet,  as 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn, 
so  chemical  analysis  has  yet  detected 
the  substance  to  which  such  injury 
is  to  be  attributed.  It  is  hence  con« 
eluded  that  the  pernicious  quality  of 
the  cheese  must  depend  on  some  ar- 
ticle eate.n  by  the  cow,  which,  in  the 
process  of  iactification,has  undergone 
such  changes  as  to  elude  the  tests  of 
the  chemist,  without  destroying  its 
power  of  deranging  the  functions  of 
system  when  received  into  the  sto- 
mach. 

The  only  objection  which  has  ap- 
peared to  invalidate  this  explanation 
Is,  that  '*  we  never  meet  with  similar 
effects  produced  by  drinking  milk.'^ 
This  objection  is  sure  to  be  brought 
op  by  the  by-standers,  when,  in  at- 
tending on  a  case  such  as  we  have 
alluded  to,  the  physician  offers  the 
above  explanation  to  quiet  the  inqui- 
ries of  the  curious,  which  coine  to 
him  with  so  much  earnestness  from 
every  direction  ; — the  profession  will 
thank  us,  therefore,  fur  furnish- 
ing a  wrinkle  so  exceedingly  desira- 
ble on  such  occasions.  Several 
cases  of  poisoning  by  milk  are  relat« 
ed  in  the  French  Journal  Giniral 
de  Medecine,  The  milk  which  proved 
so  deleterious  to  all  who  drank  it, 
was  of  a  goaty  and  it  is  supposed  to 
have  been  affected  by  some  sour 
broth-  which  she  had  taken, — the 
broth  having  been  left  to  sour  in  a 
copper  vessel. 


of  pressure  to  a  case  of  watery  effu- 
sion into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
The  patient  was  a  female,  who  had 
labored  under  the  disease  some 
months.  It  was  originally  caused 
by  peritoneal  inffamaiation  succeed- 
ing accouchoient.  At  the  time  the 
pressure  was  applied,  the  distention 
was  very  great,  emaciation  general, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  patient 
cachectic.  The  strength  was  greatly 
reduced  by  a  slow  fever  and  pro- 
tracted nursing ;  the- digestive  func- 
tions deranged  ;  the  urine  scanty  and 
turbid  ;  thirst  urgent ;  bowels  con- 
stipated; and  the  usual  course  of 
diuretics,  mercurials,  &c.,  had  been 
resorted  to  without  benefit. 

Pressure  was  applied  to  the  abdo- 
men by  means  of  Monro's  bandage  ; 
and  under  its  influence,  the  quantity 
of  urine  increased,  until  at  length  it 
amounted  to  fifteen  pints  daify.  At 
the  expiration  of  the  third  week,  the 
abdominal  tumor  had  entirely  sub- 
sided, and  the  cure  was  completed 
by  sulphate  of  iron,  squills,  and  a 
generous  diet. 

This  is  certainly  a  remarkably 
fortunate  case.  Could  we  point  to 
twenty  such,  the  practice  might  be 
recommended  with  Confidence.  As 
it  is,  the  trial  ought,  perhaps,  to  be 
made  in  obstinate  cases,  though  we 
can  hardly  suppress  our  fears  that 
the  cure  of  this  lady  must  have  been 
owing  to  some  other  influence  than 
that  of  the  bandage. 


rRBSSUES    IN  ASCITES. 

Dr.  Spbrduza,  an  Italian  physician, 
lias  successfully  applied  the  principle 


BLISTERS  IN  MEASLES. 

Several  cases  have  been  related  in 
recent  foreign  journals,  in  which  the 
symptoms  of  measles  were  rendered 
lighter  by  the  early  use  of  blisters. 
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It  is  said  this  practice  very  conside- 
rably diaiinishes  that  pulmonary  ir- 
ritation, which,  in  itself  and  its  con. 
sequences,  is  usually  the  greatest  evil 
attendant  on  the  disease*  We  cau 
iidd  nothing  fron^personal  experience, 
never  having  resorted  to  vesication 
before  the  appearance  of  the  eruption* 
iThe  authorities  on  which  it  is  recom- 
mended are  entitled  to  confidence, 
add  we  therefore  present  it  to  the 
^ie|¥  of  the  profession. 

^^  .  CHIRAYITA  BARK. 

This  bark  appears  to  be  at  present 
quite  fashionable  in  England.  It  is 
supposed  to  be  particularly  suited  to 
cases  of  indigestion  ;  as  a  stomachic 
and  tonic  medicine,  it  is  said  to  he 
superior  to  the  Cinchona.  Wo  have 
not  as  yet  sufficient  practical  evi- 
dence of  this  superiority  to  recom- 
mend the  article  in  very  distinct  or 
strong  terms.  It  is  here  noticed  with 
a  view  only  of  referring  to  a  case  of 
Leucorrhoea,  attended  with  indiges- 
tion, in  which  the  extract  of  the 
Chirayita  was  successfully  used  by 
Dr.  Blundell.  He  prescribed  a 
drachm  of  the  extract,  with  five 
grains  of  powdered  cinnamon,  to  be 
taken  several  times  a  day. 


TENIA. 

Trb  essential  nil  of  wormwood  seeds 
has  been  used  with  success  in  cases 
of  tenia.  A  case  is  related  in  one 
of  the  European  Journals,  in  which 
10  drops  of  this  oil,  in  conjunction 
with  10  grains  of  calomel,  brought 
away  a  tape  worm,  ten  feet  in  length. 


Royal  Society  of  Medicine,  respect- 
ing the  employment  of  the  above- 
named  medicinal  agent  in  cases  of 
tubercular  consumption.  This  mode 
of  using  iodine  appears  to  the  author 
to  have  a  double  advantage — first,  io 
pot  producing  gastric  irritation  ;  and 
being  also  immediately  applied  to  the 
diseased  part,  he  produces  the  vapor 
by  the  application  of  sulphuric  acid 
to  the  hydriodate  of  potash.  Air 
loaded,  with  this  vapor  does  not  ex* 
cite  the  least  irritation  in  the  throat. 
M.  Berton  cites  three  cases  in  which 
this  method  was  productive  of  good 
effects :  in  two  of  them  the  cough 
and  expectoration  were  diminished, 
and  the  appetite  improved  ;  in  the 
third,  although  the  plan  had  not  been 
long  adopted,  the  relief  was  evident. 
M.  Berton  thinks  that  a  greater  num- 
ber of  facts  are  still  required  to  enap 
hie  us  to  pronounce  an  opinion  as  to 
the  real  value  of  this  medicine. 

Journal  Hebdomadairt. 


Vapor  of  Iodine  for  the  Cure  of 
Conmmption.^^A.  letter  from  Dr. 
Berton   was  lately  read  before  the 


Inflammation  of  the  Veins  of  the 
Uterus  after  Parturition,  —  M. 
Dance,  in  a  memoir  just  published 
on  Uterine  Phlebitis,  has  related  from 
his  own  observation,  and  from  the 
works  of  Andral  and  Louis,  eleven 
cases  of  fatal  inflammation  of  the 
veins  of  the  uterus,  with  the  appear- 
ances which  were  witnessed  on  dis- 
section. This  most  dangerous  form 
of  uterine  inflammation  was  observed 
to  commence  most  frequently  a  few 
days  after  delivery,  with  rigors,  ge- 
neral uneasiness,  suppression  of  the 
lochia,  and  pain  and  sense  of  weight 
in  the  hypogastrium.  The  size  and 
sensibility  of  the  uterus  gradually 
increased,  the  expression  of  the  couo- 
tenance  became  greatly  altered,  and 
prostration  of  strength,  with  delirium, 
and  other  symptoms  of  typhoid  fever, 
rapidly  succeeded,  and  destroyed  the 
patients.  This  disease  was  observed 
in  several  cases  to  be  complicated 
with  extensive  disorganization  in  re- 
mote organs,  of  the  body  In  three 
cases  severe  pulmonary  symptoms 
occurred^  and  on  dissection  punileot 
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deposits  were  found  in  the  substance 
of  the  longs,  with  pleuritis  and  efiu- 
sion  into  the  sac  of  the  pleura. 

In  another  case  an  inflammatory 
swelling  suddenly  formed  around  one 
of  the  joints.  The  veins  of  the  ute- 
rus were  in  most  of  these  cases  found 
inflamed,  and  in  a  stare  of  suppura* 
tion,  and  the  substance  of  the  uterus 
had  become  preternaturally  soft,  and 
of  a  dark  color.  In  two,  the  perito- 
neal surface  of  the  uterus  was  cover- 
ed with  lymph. — Archives  Ginirales 
dt  Mideciney  December^  1828. 


Unusual  Length  of  the  Umbilical 
Chard. — In  the  obstetrical  observa- 
tions of  Dr.  Schneider,  of  Fulda,  a 
case  is  related,  in  which,  during  a 
very  tedious  labor,  the  contractions 
of  the  uterus  having  been  almost  in- 
stantaneously excited  by  a  large  dose 
of  secale  cornutum,  a  male  child  was 
born,  apparently  asphyxiated  by  the 
pressure  of  the  umbilical  chord,  which 
was  twisted  six  times  round  its  neck; 
but  having  been  immediately  extri- 
cated, the  child  was  restored  to  life ; 
the  umbilical  chord  was  ^ve  feet  five 
inches  in  length. 

In  another  case  related  by  the 
same  author,  the  umbilical  chord 
went  twice  round  the  neck,  and  once 
round  the  trunk,  from  whence  it 
passed  between  the  thighs  to  the 
placenta.  Besides  this  unusual 
length,  it  exhibited  a  real  knoty  which, 
as  appeared  from  the  gelatinous  sub- 
sti^nce  of  the  chord,  had  existed  a 
long  time  before  birth. 

Siebold.  Journ.fur  GehurtscK 


Fever  of  Oibralter. — A  letter 
.from  M.  Louis  wns  lately  read  at 
the  sitting  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Medicine  in  Paris.  From  this  it  ap- 
pears that  in  his  opiiiiun  the  fever  is 
really  the  true  yellow  fever  of  the 
Antilles.  Ten  subjects  bad  been 
opened  by  the  Commission  ;  in  none 
of  them  could  the  slightest  trace  of 
organic  lesion  be  discovered  $  thus 


making  a  most  marked  diflerence 
between  this  disease  and  the  fatal 
cases  of  fever  usually  met  with  in 
France.  The  epidemic,  after  hav- 
ing been  stationary  for  a  time,  or 
rather,  perhaps,  diminished,  resumed 
its  activity ;  a  dozen  or  fifteen  cases 
were  daily  admitted  into  the  hospi- 
tal,  of  whom  from  five  to  eight  died : 
some  perished  very  quickly,  that  i«, 
on  the  third  or  fourth  day  of  the 
disease.  After'this  the  frequency  of 
the  disease  gradually  diminished,  till 
it  entirely  subsided. 


NOTICES. 

Booksellers,  Publishers  and  Au- 
thors, are  informed,  that  by  trans- 
mitting to  the  Editor,  free  of  ex- 
pense, a  copy  of  such  works  as  they 
may  write  or  publish  on  subjects  in- 
teresting to  the  medical  profession, 
they  will  be  entitled  to  a  notice  of 
such  works  in  the  pages  of  the  Jour- 
nal. 


Dr.  Gilbert's  case  of  amputation 
is  acknowledged,  and  will  appear 
next  week. 

Dr.  Warren's  remarks  on  his 
cases  of  Neuralgia  will  also  appear 
in  the  next  nuinber. 

Dr.  Jones,  of  Georgia,  hav- 
ing had  the  civility  to  forward  us  a 
copy  of  his  Essay  versus  Malaria,  it 
will  receive  early  attention. 


DiBo, — In  (his  city,  April  13th, 
Hon.  David  Townsend,  M.D.  «et.  76. 

In  Salem,  on  the  3 1st  of  March, 
Edward  Augustus  Holyoke,  M.D. 
L.L.D.,  set.  100. 


weekly  report  of  deaths  in  bos- 
ton, 

Endiiif  April  17,  at  noon. 
Of  abscess,  1 — apoplezv,  1 — brain  fever,  I— 
consumption,  6— convulsions,  l^inflamniatton 
in  the  bowels,  1— old  age,  2~pleuri8y,  1 — 
worms,  1— unknown,  4.  Males,  10— females, 
9.    8UUbom,2.    ToUl,  21. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  receired  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GKRY.     In  three  parta. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Sargery. 

By  Samvbl  SHELDoif  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist*  Denticum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxanlur  et  chylaceos  officinae ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 

ep6w 

LONDON  STATIONARY,  &c. 

JUST  received  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NARD, 134  Washington  Street^ 
Crown  and  Double  Crown  Tissue  Paper, 
lai^e  thin  Bath  Letter  Paper ;  Billet  Pa^ 
per,  Demy  and  Royal  Bristol  Board,  do. 
do.  London  Board,  N^man^s  Carmine, 
Music  Paper. 

A  COPY  of  Bloomfield»s  Critical  Digest 
of  Sacred  Annotation  on  the  Gos- 
pels, 3. vols.  8vo.  "The  most  learned 
Commentary  in  the  English  language.^' 
For  sale  by  COTTONS  &  BARNARD, 
184  Washington  Street. 

CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed'.an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street,  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 


mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
he  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  ide^  that  a  care  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  tp  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston^  Feb.  6,  1829. 

NEW  BOOKS  FOR  CHILDREN. 

JUST  published  by  COTTONS  k  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street. 
The  Waning  Moon,  by  the  author  of 
the  Rising  Sun  ;  The  While  Palfrey,  by 
the  author  of  Thomas  Mansfield;  The 
Kind  and  Happy  Child,  by  the  author  of 
the  White  Palfrey,  &c. 

FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  k  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington  Street,  have  fer  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  &n  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz :  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,- Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian  Earth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also— a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ao 
kerman's,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVERSA- 
TIONS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  just  published, 
Sunday  School  Conversations,  on  some  of 
the  interesting  subjects  recorded  in  the 
New  Testament.  By  the  author  of  the 
Factory  Girl,  The  Badge,  James  Talbot, 
kc. 


Published  weekly,  by  Jobh  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  comrounicationf  must  be  addressed,  postpaid, — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  |f 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  M 
nut  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal. 

Windham,  May  4,  1829. 
Sir, — I  send  you  the  following 
carious  case.  If  you  should  be  of 
opinion  that  it  would  subserve  the 
medical  profession,  by  exciting 
useful  inquiries,  or  in  any  other 
way,  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish  it. 
Yours,  &c., 

James  W.  Perkins. 

Mrs.  ,  a  middle-aged  wo- 
man, of  good  constitution,  had  been 
the  moUier  of  five  healthy  child- 
ren, in  uninterrupted  succession, 
and  had  invariably  had  short,  easy 
labors.  In  1 822,  she  again  became 
pregnant  with  her  sixth  child,  and 
went  her  full  time.  During  the 
first  months  of  pregnancy,  she  was 
as  well  as  usual;  but  for  more  than 
two  months  before  delivery,  was 
almost  constantly  afflicted  with 
pain  in  the  right  side  and  back,  and 
became  so  enfeebled  as  to  be  una- 
ble to  sit  up  for  several  days  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  labor. 
Breech  and  feet  presented  ;  pains 
feeble.  Feet  and  legs  brought 
down  into  the  vagina,  and  she  was 
delivered  principally  by  manual 
extraction.  The  child  presented 
a  complete  mass  of  deformity,  and 
had  no  life.  A  minute  description 
of  this  monster  might  be  given, 
were  it  necessary  to  my  present 

15 


purpose, — suffice  it  to  say,  that 
the  membranes  of  the  brain  and  ab- 
domen were  fully  distended  with 
water,  and  its  features  deformed 
throughout.  Placenta  and  funis 
very  tender.  The  mother  was  re- 
lieved of  pain,  and  remained  com- 
fortable for  twenty-four  hours; 
was  then  attacked  with  severe  pain 
in  the  right  iliac  region,  increased 
by  pressure,  which  was  soon  ren 
moved  by  an  active  cathartic  and 
vesication  of  the  region.  From 
this  time  the  patient  went  on  well, 
and  had  a  good  g^ttine  up.  In  1 823, 
this  woman  again  became  preg- 
nant, and  had  no  untoward  symp- 
toms until  the  sixth  month,  when 
she  began  to  complain  of  pain  in 
her  right  side,  and  an  uncommon 
sense  of  fulness.  These  symp- 
toms continued  to  increase,  espe- 
cially the  sense  of  fulness,  up  to 
the  time  of  delivery,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  eighth  month. 
May  2(1, 1824. — Labor-pains  came 
on.  Examination  per  vaginam  : 
OS  uteri  beginning  to  dilate  ;  pelvis 
almost  completely  filled  with  the 
uterus,  distended  with  water.  Pains 
-continued,  and  at  2  o'clock  that 
morning,  the  membranes  ruptured, 
and  I  was  sent  for.  Having  only 
a  few  rods  to  travel,  was  soon* 
there,  and  found  the  woman  in  bed, 
almost  deluged  with  water.  There 
was  at  least  two  gallons,  still  re- 
maining upon  the  sheet  in  a  body, 
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80  little,  as  to  produce  very  slight 
inconvenience.  A  perforation  of 
the  ..membrane  is  indicated  when 
air  or  smoke  can  be  drawn  from 
the  mouth  through  the  external  ear. 

Other  communications,  wholly 
of  an  experimental  nature,  free 
from  hypothesis,  and  drawn  up 
wkh  commendable  simplicity,  were 
made  to  the  same  learned  body  ;  in 
consequence  of  which,  on  the  18th 
,of  February,  1802,  Mr.  Cooper 
was  unanimously  elected  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Society. 

In  the  same  year,  be  imparted 
to  the  editors  of  the  London  Medi- 
cal and  Physical  JourQal,.some  in- 
teresting and  important  cases,  ac- 
cofiqipanied  with  a  descriptive  plate, 
exemplifying  an  improved  treat- 
ment of  popliteal  aneurism.  The 
telebrated  surgeon,  John  Hunter, 
first  contrived  a  plan  of  securing 
the  arteries  ;  but  his  method  some- 
times failed  in  practice,  on  which 
account  that  skilful  operator,  Mr. 
Abernethy,  'directed  his  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  suggested  the 
application  of  two  ligatures  instead 
of  one,  and  afterwards  dividing  the 
vessel,  thereby  lessening  the  dan- 
ger of  hemorrhage.  Great  as  this 
improvement  was,  some  danger 
still  attended  it,  particularly  from 
the  cflTusion  of  blood.  Mr.  Cooper, 
therefore,  contrived  a  more  facile 
method  of  fastening  the  wounded 
artery,  by  an  eyed  probe  with  a 
double  ligature,  which  happily  an- 
swered the  -purpose,  and  that  in 
some  very  desperate  cases. 

In  1804,  Mr.  Cooper  published, 
in  one  volume,  folio,  and  dedicated 
to  Mr.  Cline,  a  work  entitled 
**  The  Anatomy  and  Surgical 
Treatment  of  Inguinal  and  Conge- 
nital Hernia,  illustrated  by  Plates." 
•—Though  the  world  in  general  is 
not  quite  aware  of  the  extreme 
frequency  of  hernia,  every  medical 


practitioner  knows  that  the  disease 
is  one  of  common  occurrence  in 
every  rank  of  life.^  But  notwith- 
standing the  obligation  under  which 
the  faculty  lie,  of  studying  this 
complaint  in  all  its  varieties;  there 
was  still  wanting  a  clear  and  accu* 
rate  treatise,  exhibiting  all  that 
minute  anatomy  has  been  able  to 
discover,  and  skilful  surgery  to 
practice,  in  the  knowledge  and 
treatment  of  hernia.  This  defir 
ciency  was  now  in  a  great  degree 
supplied  by  our  author,  who  in  his 
preface  says,  ^'  I  have  almost  uni- 
formly avoided  quoting  the  op\pions 
of  authors  on  this  part  of  surgery. 
This  I  have  done,  certainly  not 
from  any  wish  to  slight  or  under- 
value the  labors  of  some  of  the 
most  excellent  physiologists  and  ' 
practitioners  that  have  adorned  our 
profession,  but  because  it  did  not 
form  a  part  of  my  plan  to  give  a 
history  of  this  branch  of  surgery, 
and  because  I  wanted  to  confine  ' 
myself  to  the  very  wide  scene  of 
observation  afforded  by  the  two  no- 
ble institutions  of  St.  Thomas's  and 
Guy's  Hospitals,  and  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  practice  of  this  metropo- 
lis which  1  have  been  personally 
enabled  to  authenticate.  I  have 
therefore  related  no  cure,  and  giv- 
en no  remark,  to  the  truth  of  which 
I  cannot  vouch  ;  and  for  the  §ame 
reason,  the  subjects  of  all  the  plates 
annexed  to  this  volume,  are  from 
preparations  either  in  my  own  pos- 
session, or  in  the  Anatomical  Mu- 
seum at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital." 
The  style  of  this  performance, 
as  also  that  of  all  the  author's  pro- 
ductions, is  a  simple  communica- 
tion of,  facts,  clear  and  unaffected. 
Almost  everything  relating  to  the 
history  of  opinions  and  discoveries 
in  the  disease  is  omitted  :  the  au- 
thor has  appeared  desirous  of  in* 
curring   a  personal   responsibility 
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for  the  accuracy  of  every  case  and 
assertion  ;  and  to  confine  himself 
to  the  results  of  a  multitude  of 
dissections,  of  v^hich  actual  denion- 
stration  exists  in  one  or  two  cabi* 
nets  of  anatomy,  or  to  the  records 
of  numerous  operations,  of  which 
living  witnesses  remained  at  the 
time  when  he  published  the  respec- 
tive cores  to  the  world.  Under  a 
plan  thus  circumscribed,  to  have 
made  so  valuable  an  accession  to 
tfie  kindred  arts  of  anatomy  and 
surgery,  displays  a  brilliant  testi- 
mony of  extensive  knowledge,  pro- , 
feasional  skill,  unsparing  industry, 
and  scrupulous  integrity  in  the  au- 
thor. 

In  1807,  our  indefatigable  ob- 
server completed  his  design  by 
publishing,  in  the  same  splendid 
form,  a  treatise  on  "  Crural  and 
Umbilical  Hemiaf.*'  These  two 
works  have  been  since  concentrat- 
ed in  one  volume,  with  additional 
cases,  and  edited  by  the  author's 
pupil  and  coadjutor,  Mr.  Key,  of 
Guy's  Hospital. 

In  1805,  Mr.  Cooper  cooperat- 
ed with  some  of  the  most  eminent 
London  practitioners,  in  founding  ft 
social  institution  for  reciprocal  in* 
formation  and  public  improvement. 
The  first  fruits  of  this  ^'  Medical 
and  Chirurgical  Society"  appeared 
in  1809,  when  a  volume  of  its 
Transactions  was  published.  In 
their  preface,  the  editors  give  a 
modest  account  of  the  plan  on  which 
the  institution  was  founded  :— 
**The  varied  forms  of  disease, 
whether  medical  or  surgical,  and 
the  modes  of  treatment  which  may 
be  found  adequate  to  their  remov- 
al, are  subjects  concerning  which 
the  Society  necessarily  feels  the 
highest  interest.  Cases  having  a 
fatal  issue  are  often  not  less  in- 
structive than  such  as  terminate 
favorably.    They  frequently  tend 


to  point  out  more  accurately  the 
plan  to  be  pursued  in  the  treatment 
of  similar  complaints  ;  they  afford 
valuable  information  relative  to 
the  probable  causes  of  failure,  and, 
when  dissection  is  permitted,  they 
throw  light  on  the  more  intimate 
nature  and  modification  of  the  dig* 
case.''  ' 

This  volume  contains  *<  two  cMes 
of  Aneurism  of  the  Carotid  Artery,'^ 
by  Mr.  Coojper  ;  the  first  of  which 
terminated  fatally,  and  the  second 
fortunately.  The  subsequent  vo^ 
lumes  of  the  transactions  were  also 
enriched  with  valuable  papers  from 
the  same  source.  Other  publiea* 
tions,  devoted  to  the  extension  of 
science  and  professional  improve* 
ment,  have  also  been  enriched  with 
valuable  communications  from  this 
indefatigable  practitioner ;  and 
among  the  rest  may  be  mentioned 
«'The  Edinburgh  Medical  and. 
Surgical  Journal,"  to  which  he 
voluntarily  transmitted,  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  work,  some 
curious  cases. 

In  1811,  Mr.  Cooper  favored 
the  profession  and  the  public  witk 
a  series  of  experiments  instituted 
by  him,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
resources  with  which  nature  is 
provided^for  distributing  the  vital 
fluid  throughout  the  bodies  of  ani- 
mals, when  the  principal  trunks  of 
arteries  are  destroyed.  To  deter^ 
mine  this  point,  Mr.  C.  tied  the 
aorta  descendens  of  dogs,  very  near 
to  the  heart,  in  such  a  way  as  to 
stop  the  current  of  blood  from 

(massing  by  tliat  vessel,  to  all  the  '  , 
ower  parts  of  the  frame.  The 
animals  seemed  to  sustain  no  great 
inconvenience  by  this  treatment ; 
the  wounds  soon  healed,  the  health 
was  not  impaired,  the  secretions 
proceeded  as  usual,  and  the  crea- 
tures even  remained  active  and 
lively.    When  they  were  destroy- 
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ed,  after  some  weeks  or  months, 
in  order  to  ascertain  what  changes 
had  happened  from  the  destruc- 
tion of  a  part  presumed  to  be  so 
essential  to  life  as  the  aorta,  it 
was  found  obliterated  where  the 
ligature  was  fixed,  and  that  the 
blood  had  been  transmitted  bj 
anastymosing  branches. 

On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Cline, 
there  could  be  no  hesitation  in 
Regard  to  the  choice  of  a  succes- 
nor  ;  and  Mr.  Cooper,  from  this 
period,  may  be  considered  as 
standing  unrivalled  in  the  double 
situation  of  surgical  operator  and 
anatotfiical  preceptor. 

To  the  acqnisitidn  of  wealth, 
distinctions  of  the  most  flattering 
description  were  soon  added.  He 
was  nominated  surgeon  to  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  and  in  1821,  he  had  the 
aatisfaction  of  relieving  the  august 
personage  from  a  very  uneasy 
excrescence  which  had  formed  oa 
the  top  of  his  head.  The  opera- 
tion was  painful,  but  the  King 
bore  it  without  evincing  any  emo- 
tion ;  and  when  complimented  by 
Mr.  Cooper  for  his  fortitude,  he 
jepUed,  "  None  of  our  family  was 
ever  known  to  want  courage.** 
For  his  skilful  performance  of  this 
service,  the  dignity  of  a  baronet 
was  conferred  upon  the  surgeon, 
the  27th  of  July,  in  the  same 
year,  with  remainder,  in  default 
of  male  issue,  to  his  nephew, 
Astley  Paston  Cooper,  Esq.,  the 
third  son  of  the  late-Rev.  Samuel 
Lovic  Cooper,  A.  M.,  rector  of 
Ingoldesthorpe  and  Barton,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk. 

On  the  11th  of  August,  182S, 
Sir  Astley  was  gazetted  as  ser- 
geant-surgeon to  the  King,  which 
may  be  said  to  complete  his  pro- 
fessional honors.  His  fame,  how- 
ever, rests  upon  a  more  stable 
foundation  than  such  adventitious 


distinctions  :  and  as  long  as  the 
two  noble  establishments  to  which 
he  is  attached  shall  adorn  the  me- 
tropolis, the  name  of  Cooper  will 
be  venerated,  by  the  public,  no 
less  than  by  the  faculty,  to  whose 
history  it  gives  to  brilliant  a  lu^ 
tre.. 

It  remains  only  to  observe,  that 
though  past  the  meridian  of  life^ 
the  powers  of  this  cel^rated 
practitioner  continue  to  be  em- 
ployed for  the  general  benefit  of 
mankind,  and  the  particular  ior* 
struction  of  surgical  students. 

Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  the  bro- 
ther of  Sir  Astley,  and  member 
of  parliament  for  6-loucester,  has 
distinguished  himself  by  his  zeal 
in  defence  of  the  Protestant  es- 
tablishment, and  opposition  to 
what  is  called  Catholic  Bmanci- 
paCion. 

II. 

Case  of  the  Leaping  Ague  of  An- 
gus-shire. 

Sy  John  CaicHTON,  Esq.,  Surgeon, 
Dundee. 

Towards  the  commencement  of 
January,  1818,  I  was  requested 
to  visit  Miss  M.  C,  set.  15,  a  girl 
naturally  of  a  brisk  and  lively 
temperament,  and  of  quick  sensi- 
bility. Prom  her  parents  I  learn- 
ed the  following  particulars  of  her 
previous  history.  During  the 
summer  of  1815  she  had  suffered 
much  from  stomach  complaints, 
rejecting  almost  everything  taken 
into  the  stomach,  excepting  brisk 
small  beer.  In  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1816,  the  rest  of  the  fami- 
ly being  from  home,  she,  with  two 
of  her  sisters,  slept  in  the  house 
by  themselves.  One  evening, 
towards  midnight,  she  thought  she 
heard  the  sound  of  footsteps,  and 
awakened  her  sisters,  who  said 
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sbe  only  dresned,  and  desiring- 
her  to  be  quiet,  fell  immedtateljr. 
asleep  again;  Not  feeling  tatia- 
fied>  however,  she  got  out  of  bed, 
and  found  there  were  in  reality 
peoplejo  the  house.  The  lobby 
window  was  open,  through  which 
the  thiev^es  had  gained  admit* 
tance.  In  a  state  of  desperation, 
she  sprung  out,  at  the  window  and 
knocked  up  the  people  in  the  ad- 
joining house.  During  the  inter* 
Tal,  however,  the  thieves  had 
made  their  escape,  leaving  their 
booty  bundled  up  behind  tbem  ; 
but  the  effect  of  the  shock  upon 
her  delicate  frame  was  not  easily 
to  be  effaced,  and  the  subsequent 
illness  and  death  of  a  favorite  sis- 
ter the  following  season,  did  not 
tend  to  improve  her  condition. 
She  became  pensive  and  bewil* 
dered,  was  affected  with  exces* 
sive  perspirations,  and  her  strength 
rapidly  declined.  At  one  period 
during  the  summer,  the  catamenia 
made  a  slight  appearance,  but  ne- 
ver returned.  Towards  the  close 
of  the  year  1817,  she  had  frequent 
attacks  of  shaking,  accompanied 
with  foaming  at  the  mouth,  and 
followed  by  a  state  of  coma, 
which,  after  continuing  about  an 
boor,  gradually  went  off.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1818, 
when  my  attention  was  directed 
to  her  case,  the  disease  had  as- 
fumed  the  following  appearances: 
Every  morning,  about  ten 
o'clock,  she  became  drowsy  and 
torpid  ;  about  eleven  she  began 
to  arouse  out  of  that  state  i  by 
tvelve  she  gM  out  of  bed,  and 
went  through  the  house  collecting 
her  trinkets,  such  as  watches, 
rings,  writing  apparatus,  and  oth- 
er articles  she  had  secreted  the 
pceceding  day  in  holes  and  other 
by-places  out  of  sight.  These 
she  brought  with  her  into  bed, 


and  amused  herself  with  them  for 
some  time,  occMionaliy  convers- 
ing with  those  in  the  room,  but  ia 
such  a  language  that  no  stranger,- 
and  hardly  even  those  of  the  fa- 
mily, who  were  constantly  beside 
her,  could  understand.  This  arose 
from  her  commencing  the  sen* 
tences  with  the  last  word,  and 
very  frequently  pronouncing  the 
words  themselves  with  the  last 
letter  foremost.  At  times,  vvheoi 
by  no  possibility  she  could  make 
herself  understood  by  her  parents  '« 
or  sisters,  she  became  irritatedy 
and  would  write  down  what  she 
wished  to  convey  ;  but  her  man- 
ner of  writing  was  equally  singu- 
lar, beginning  at  the  right  edgejof 
the  paper  and  writing  backwarda 
towards  the  left,  the  last  word  of 
the  sentences  first,  and  often  the 
last  letter  of  the  word  first,  and 
this  she  performed  with  great  ra- 
pidity, and  seemingly  withoutcon* 
sideration.  Her  sight  likewise 
was  peculiarly  affected,  seeing 
objects  only  in  particular  direc- 
tions, so  that  when  she  wished  to 
view  anything,  she  was  necessi- 
tated to  torn  her  head  in  another 
direction.  About  one  o'clock  she 
again  got  4)ut  of  bed,  and,  after 
carefully  accreting  her  trinkets 
in  various  by-places  of  the  house, 
she  commenced  dancing  the  Co- 
penhagen  jig.  Her  excitations 
continued  to  increase;  she  jumped 
upon  the  tables  and  chairs,  some- 
times running  with  great  rapidity 
round  and  round  the  edge  of  a  ta- 
ble, then  springing  up  and  squat- 
ting herself  upon  the  top  of  the 
room  door,  swinging  backwards 
and  forwards  without  any  hold. 
At  this  time  she  required  to  be 
very  narrowly  watched,  for  fear 
of  her  springing  out  of  the  window, 
which  she  often  manifested  an 
earnest  longing  to  do.     On  one 
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occfttioo,  the  odter  door  happen- 
ing to  be  open,  she  made  a  sodden 
spring  out,  clearing  the  staircase 
at  one  bound.  She  was  instantij 
follov^ed  and  brought  back,  with- 
out  having  sustamed  any  iajarj. 
At  first  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
attempting  to  keep  her  forcibly 
down  in  bed,  fearing  she  might 
kriure  herself.  But  the  strength 
of  several  people  together  was 
insufficient  for  that  purpose,  as 
•he  got  out  of  their  bold  like  an 
eel,  springing  to  the  other  end  of 
the  room,  so  that  it  was  thought 
most  advisable  to  allow  her  to 
take  her  own  way,  only  guarding 
the  windows  and  door.  About 
two  o'clock,  becoming  quite  ex- 
hausted, she  got  into  bed,  and, 
falling  into  a  deep  sleep,  she 
awakened  about  five  o'clock  in 
.  her  right  mind,  and  without  being 
in  the  smallest  degree  conscious 
of  anything  that  had  taken  place 
during  the  paroxysm.  She  con- 
tinued so  until  about  ten  o'clock 
next  morning,  when  the  same,  or 
nearly  the  same,  routine  took 
place. 

After  attending  particularly  to 
the  state  of  her  bowels,  various 
medicines  were  lused,  with  little 
or  no  efi*ect.  Opium,  however, 
administered  an  hour  before  the 
accession  of  the  paroxysm,  once 
or  twice  prevented  its  recur- 
rence, but  was  followed  by  so 
much  stupor  and  confusion  of  in-* 
tellect,  that  it  was  not  persevered 
in.  The  shower-bath  was  after- 
wards hid  recourse  to,  which  put 
a  stop  to  the  train  of  symptoms  ; 
but  this  again  was  followed  by  a 
complete  locking  of  the  jaws  for 
eight  days,  during  which  period 
nothing  cootd  be  introduced  into 
the  stomach  excepting  by  suction 
between  the  teeth.  The  disease, 
however,  never  afterwards  ap- 


peared in  its  exquisite  form,  and 
gradually  subsided.  She  was 
taken  to  the  country  towards  the 
beginning  of  March,  in  a  state  of 
convalescence,  and  a  sea  voyage 
to  the  Baltic,  ddring  the  summer, 
completely  restored  her  to  health 
sind  strength. — Med.  Chir.  Rev. 

Ill, 

Case  in  which  the  Operation  of  Li' 
thotritie  toas  successfully  perform* 
ed,  by  Robert  Liston,  Esq., 
one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Roy- 
al Infirmary  of  Edinburgh,  Lec- 
turer on  Surgery,  &c.  Com- 
municated by  Mr.  Ai«nandale, 
House-Surgeon. 

Andrew  Leechman,  aged  70, 
was  admitted  into  the  Royal  In- 
firmary on  the  10th  of  November, 
1828.  He  stated,  that  for  five 
months  past  he  bad  been  la^boring 
under  all  the  symptoms  of  stone 
in  the  bladder.  On  sounding  him, 
a  stone  was  distinctly  felt.  As 
he  had  a  great  aversion  to  being 
cut,  and  as  bis  urine  seemed  to 
indicate  a  diseased  state"  of  the 
bladder,  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  break  down  the  stone,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  usual  operation. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  a 
solution  of  opium  having  been  in- 
jected  into  the  bladder,  Mr.  Lis- 
ton introduced  Civiale's  instru- 
ment, but  owing  to  the  restless- 
ness of  the  patient,  and  the  irrita- 
ble state  of  the  bladder,  did  not 
succeed  in  grasping  it  completely. 
Several  small  portions  of  stone, 
however,  came  away  in  the  fangs 
of  the  instrument,  and  during  the 
night.  He  suffered  no  inconve- 
nience from  the  operation.  On 
thelSth,  he  passed  a  barley-corn 
incrusted  with  calcareous  matter. 
On  the  16th,  a  piece  of  straw 
with  the  same  incrustation.    He 
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complained  of  pain  id  the  testi- 
cles. Oo  the  ISth,  a  small  ab- 
scess haviag  formed  in  the  scro- 
tum was  opened. 

The  instruroeot  was  again  in- 
trodoced  on  the  25th.  The  stone 
was  fair]y  laid  hold  of,  but  was. 
so  soft  that  it  was  crushed  by  the 
instrument,  on  withdrawing  which, 
several  fragments  of  seeds  were 
found  adhering.  He  new  confess- 
ed, that  while  reaping  during  the 
last  harvest,  he  had  introduced  a 
number  of  barley-corns  into  his 
urethra,  but  would  not  say  for 
what  purpose. 

The  patient  had  repeated  at- 
tacks of  retention  of  urine  after 
the  last  operation,  from  the  larger 
portions  of  stone  lodging  in  the 
urethra.  He  passed  in  all  thir- 
teen fragments,  having  entire  bar- 
ley-corns for  their  nuclei,  be- 
sides a  much  greater  number 
having  only  small  pieces  of  the 
beards.  He  had  now  little  pain, 
and  the  quantity  of  mucus  in  his 
urine  was  considerable.  He  was 
soundnd  several  times,  and  as  no- 
thing was  felt  in  his  bladder,  he 
was  dismissed,  cured,  on  the  IGth 
of  December,  1828.— /6. 


IV. 

hnaginary  Jlffections^-^Pretended 
Operation — Recovery. 

The  two  following  cases  have 
occurred,  one  in  1820  and  the 
other  wilhin  the  last  few  months, 
under  the  care  of  M«  Maury,  at 
the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis. 

Case  I. — A  young  man  From 
the  country,  a  laborer,^  imagined 
that  he  had  swallowed  a  young 
snake  in  a  glass  of  water.  ^^  It 
IS  five  years  (said  he)  since  the 
accident  occurred  ;  since  which 
time  the  animal  has  not  ceased  to 
grow.     It  has  now  attained    an 


enormous  size,  and  prodkicei  great 
inconvenience  :  constantly  in  mo- 
tion, it  traverses  the  belly,  mounts 
into  the  chest,  and  sometimes 
rises  up  to  the  left  eye,  when  t 
have  a  distinct  perception  of  its 
size  and  color.  Sometimes  its 
movements  are  so  violent  and 
painful,  that  I  am  obliged  to  con* 
strain  them  by  seizing  and  squeez- 
ing it  through  the  parietes  of  thei, 
abdomen."  The  patient  describ- 
ed a  variety  of  other  circum-' 
stances  connected  with  his  inter- 
nal enemy,  and  appealed  to  the 
by-standers  whether  they  did  not- 
hear  it  hissing  ;  yet,  in  all  other 
re8pects,Tie  was  perfectly  ration- 
al. M.  Maury,  aware  that  no 
reasoning  would  avail,  affected  to 
agree  with  him.  The  patient 
himself  expressed  his  conviction 
that  nothing  but  an  operation  could 
save  him.  It  was  practised.  la 
order  to  render  the  illusion  more 
complete,  a  large  plait  was  made 
in  the  integuments  of  the  abdo- 
men, the  base  of  which  was  tra- 
versed with  a  bistoury,  and  a  live 
adder  introduced  into  the  wound 
in  the  form  of  a  seton.  One  of 
the  wounds  being  covered  with 
the  hand,  the  patient  was  request- 
ed to4ssist  the  operator  by  seiz- 
ing the  head  of  the  "  serpent," 
and  unite  his  efforts  in  extracting 
it.  No  idea  can  be  formed  of  the 
joy  of  the  patient  without  having 
witnessed  it.  Next  day  he  de- 
clared that  he  was  prodigiously 
shrunk,  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
traction of  the  horrid  creature  ; 
all  the  torments  which  be  had 
suffered  for  five  years  were  re- 
moved ;  the  cure  was  complete 
in  a  few  days,  and  what  is  more 
remarkable,  it  has  continued  per*, 
manent.  One  circumstance  alone 
for  a  moment  rendered  it  doubt- 
ful,— the  patient  was  afraid  that 
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ake  serpent  might  hare  left  some 
eggs;  but  his  coDfidence  was  com- 
pletelj  restored  on  being  assured 
that  it  was  a  male. 

Case  II. — The  subject  of  this 
observation  was  a  woman,  aged 
40,  the  mother  of  several  child- 
ren, of  a  nervous  temperament, 
itnd  her  health  broken  bj  various 
causes,  principally  moral.  She 
was  admitted  into  the  Hospital 
St.  Louis  last  November,  after 
having  gone  the  round  of  most  of 
the  hospitals  in  Paris,  and  consult- 
ed a  great  number  of  practition- 
ers, on  account  of  an  animal  which 
moved  about  in  the  hypochondriac 
region  and  left  flank,  producing 
pain,  extending  sometimes  to  the 
corresponding  side  of  the  head. 
On  some  occasions  she  described 
,  it  as  a  tape^worm,  on  others  as  a 
worm  covered  with  bristles  ; 
sometimes  as  an  adder,  and  some- 
times leeches,  which  she  had 
swallowed  in  eating  water-cress- 
es. The  countenance  was  ex- 
pressive of  mental  suffering  and 
excitement,  but  the  intellect  was 


not  deraoMd,  except  as  regarded 
her  oomplaint.  She  had  increas- 
ed appetite  and  borborygmi,  which 
she  attributed  to  the  movements 
of  the  animal ;  she  was  constipat- 
ed, averse  to  exercise,  and  fond 
of  solitude.  These  circumstances, 
It  will  be  perceived,  rendered 
this  case  more  complicated  than 
the  preceding.  It  was  evident 
that,  though  there  might  be  some 
real  suffering,  there  was  more  ' 
which  was  imaginary.  M.  Mau- 
ry, however,  easily  persuaded  her 
that  the  animal  was  a  serpent, 
and  that  an  operation  alone  could 
remove  it :  accordingly,  an  ope- 
ration similar  to  that  above  de- 
scribed was  had  recourse  to* 
The  success,  however,  was  not 
quite  so  complete,  as  she  still 
complained,  either  owing  to  her 
experiencing  real  pain,  or  that 
her  imagination  had  not  been  en- 
tirely satisfied.  However,  she 
left  the  hospital  much  more  tran- 
quil, anc|  it  has  since  been  ascer- 
tained from  her  family  that  she 
has  nearly  recovered  Tier  health. 
La  Clinique,     ' 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


lySLIRIUM  TREMVNS. 

Thx  proper  treatment  of  this  disease, 
and  the  circumstances  which  distin- 
guish it  from  inflammation  of  the 
brain,  appear  to  have  attracted,  of 
late,  considerable  attention.  It  seems 
to  have  been  ascertained  by  expe- 
rience, that  where  this  disease  is  re- 
garded as  inflammatory,  and  venesec- 
tion resorted  to,  this  measure  is  al- 
ways followed  by  an  aggravation  of 
the  symptoms ;  and  it  has  repeatedly 
happened  that  a  fatal  termination  has 
ensued  within  a  few  hours. 


The  following  considerations,  per- 
haps, will,  if  kept  steadily  in  view, 
assist  in  forming  this  important  diag- 
nosis:— 1.  Phrenitis  is  always  ac- 
companied with  severe  pain  in  the 
head  and  intolerance  of  light ;  both 
of  which  symptoms  are  absent  in  de- 
lirium tremens. — ^2.  That  tremulous 
motion  of  the  limbs,  which  gives  its 
name,  to  the  latter  disease,  the 
convulsive  eflbrt  with  which  the  hand 
is  extended,  '  and  other  motions, 
performed  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire, are  entirely  peculiar  to  it,  and 
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when  they  have  been  once  noticed  are  applied  to  the  arteries.  Many  years 
not  easily  forgotten. — 8.  The  species  ago  it  was  suggested  by  Dr.  Jones, 
of  mania  in  the  two  cases  li  essen-  that  if  a  small  ligature  were  tied  so 
ttally  difierent ;  since,  in  delirium  tre-  tight  round  an  artery,  as  to  divide 
mens,  the  patient  can  generally  re-  its  inner  and  middle  coats,  adhesion 
cognise  his  friends  and  the  physician,  would  take  place,  and  the  ligature 
and,  provided  his  attention  be  com-  might  be  removed  before  dressing 
manded,  will  converse  rationally  on  the  wound.  This  was  found  not  to 
any  topic ;  circumstances  which  sel-  bo  so  safe  and  efficacious  as  Dr.  J. 
dom  or  never  characterize  phrenitis.  supposed,  and  the  evil  was  remedied 
—4.  The  total  absence  of  sleep  may  in  practice  by  allowing  the  ligature 
be  regarded  as  peculiar  to  delirium  to  remain  some  days,  only  observing, 
tremens,  in  which,  whenever  .slum-  in  dressing  the  wound,  to  leave  one 
ber  occurs,  it  may  be  regarded  as  in  extremity  out.  It  is  needless  to  de- 
the  strongest  sense  critical ;  whereas,  tail  the  accidents  which  have  result- 
in  phrenitis,  intervals  of  sleep  are  ed  from  this  common  and  almost 
sot  unusual,  and  a  certain  degree  of  necessary  procedure. 
Stupor  marks  the  whole  progress  of  Some  years  ago,  Dr.  Physick  pro- 
the  disease. — Such  are  (he  main  in-  posed  the  use  of  animal  substances 
dications  by  which  these  two  impor-  for  ligatures,  supposing  that  they 
tant  maladies  may  be  distinguished,  might  then  be  safely  left  around  the 
and  by  which  the  practitioner  is  to  artery,  and  that  they  would  be  taken 
be  guided  in  their  treatment.  care  of  by  the  absorbents.  This 
There  are,  indeed,  occasionally,  practice  has  never  been  very  exten- 
cases  of  delirium  tremens  preceded  sively  adopted,  and  seems,  indeed, 
by  decisive  symptoms  of  cerebral  less  likely  to  be  so  than  the  subse- 
congestion,  for  which  local  or  gene-  quent  proposal  of  Dr.  P.,  that  leaden 
ral  bloodletting  may  be  found  useful ;  cords  should  be  used  for  securing 
but  such  cases  are  of  rare  occur-  arteries.  That  observing  and  dis-^ 
rence,  and  their  treatment  requires  tinguished  practitioner  was  led  to 
great  caution  on  the  part  of  the  prac-  this  proposal  by  the  fact,  that  shot, 
titioner,  for,  if  the  depletion  be  bullets,  &c.,  will  remain  years  em- 
carried  farther  than  is  demanded  by  bedded  in  the  flesh,  without  produc- 
the  local  plethora,  the  consequence  ing  any  considerable  pain  or  incon« 
will  certainly  be  a  general  prostra-  venience. 

tioD,  which  will  render  the  subse-       The  experiments  of  Dr.  Levert, 

quent  malady  more  severe  and  more  twenty-one  in  number,  were  made 

dangerous.    '  on  dogs,  to  try  the  eflect  of  metallic 

"""""■^  substances  used  for  tying  arteries. 

METALLIC  LIGATURES.  Lead,  silver,    gold,  and    platinum, 

The  last  American  Journal  contains  were  all  used,  and  uniformly  with  the 

an  account  of  some  very  interesting  same    result.     The    wound    healed 

experiments  by  Dr.  Levert,  of  Ala-  over  them ;  no  symptoms  of  irritation 

bama,  on  different  kinds  of  ligatures  ensued ;  and  in  about  a  week  the- 
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part  was  ^xamioed  :  the  arteries  were  ference,  therefore,  which  may  ba 
found  impervious ;  the  ligatures  derived  from '  this  circamstance  in 
quietly  resting  in  their  places ;  and  regard  to  subsequent  practice^  must 
DO  mark  of  surrounding  irritation  necessarily  be  extremely  uncertain ; 
was  discoverable.  Dr.  L.  then  made  and  although  it  may  be  highly  pro- 
use  of  a  stran  of  silk,  waxed,  in  se-  pf  r  and  oecessary  for  the  practition- 
veral  cases  ;  but  these  ligatures  were  er  to  examine  the  blood  in  all  cases 


found  surrounded  with  p\\$. 


APPEARAltCK  OF  THE  BLOOD  AN  ITN- 
CERTAIN  GUIDE  FOR  THE  PROPRIE- 
TY OF   REPEATED  VENESECTION. 


From  some    observations    recently 

made  by   Dr.   Davy,  it  seems  that 

the  appearance    of  the  blood  drawn 

in  inflammation^  affords  much  more    physicians  on  this  subject  at  the  pre- 

limited  means  for  judging  as  to^the    sent  day,  accord^  for  the  most  part. 


in  which  venesection  has  been  per- 
formed, yet  he  will  do  wisely  to  trust 
in  part  only  to  the  appearances  which 
it  presents,  and  to  form  his  judgment 
principally  from  the  comparative 
state  of  the  patient  himself,  before 
and  after  the  operation.  We  are 
disposed  to  think  that  the  opinions  of 


propriety  of  repeating  the  operation, 
than  has  generally  been  supposed. 
In  many  instances  of  severe  inflam- 
mation, both  of  the  common  cellular 
substance  and  of  the  serous  and  mu- 
cous membranes,  the  blood,  when 
drawn,  was  examined  by  hira,  and 
found  neither  buffed  nor  cupped, 
and  in  fact  to  possess  none  of  those 
qualities  which  are  usually  supposed 
to  accompany  this  state.     Any  in- 


with  these  views  of  Dr.  D.  Few, 
probably,  would  withhold  a  second 
bleeding  in  pleurisy,  where  the  pulse 
seemed  to  demand  it,  merely  because 
the  blood  had  not  presented  the  re- 
quisite appearance;  and  as  few  would 
continue  to  urge  it  in  cases  where 
relief  had  already  been  obtained, 
with  no  better  reason  than  the  pre- 
sence of  these  morbid  phsnome- 
na,  if  such  they  may  be  called. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JUNE  9,  1829. 


SELF-SUPPORTING  DISPEt^SARIES. 

Institutions  for  aflbrdhig  medical 
advice  and  medicine  to  the  poor, 
exist,  in  greater  or  less  numbers,  in 
almost  every  large  town  or  city  in 
the  civilized  world.  No  species  of 
charity  is  less  liable  to  abuse,  than 
such  as  offers  to  the  indigent  that 
which  necessity  alone  compels  them 
to  use,  and  which  cannot  be  exchange 
ed  for  cash  or  credit.  Superabun- 
dance of  food  or  apparel  may  be 


bartered  away  for  ardent  spirits ;  fuel 
may  be  sold  for  money  to  purchase 
it ;  and  articles  of  furniture,  which 
the  pleadings  of  penury  may  havo^ 
drawn  from  the  benevolent,  may  he, 
and  all  these  are  frequently  ex* 
changed  for  the  means  of  indulging 
vicious  propensities ;  but  a  prescribed 
medicine  will  never  be  bought  but 
by  the  individual  for  whom  it  was  di- 
rected, and  medical  advice  is  good 
for  nothing  to  the  nearest  neighbor 
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'of  the  ioTalid.  Whilst,  therefore, 
societies  for  supplying  the  various 
wants  of  the  healthy  poor,  have  too 
often  proved  the  means  of  diminish- 
ing their  inducements  to  industry  and 
sohriety,  no  possible  evil  ever  has  or 
can  come  of  such  as  extend  the  band 
of  charity  only  where  that  of  industry 
is  paralyzed. 

Institutions  of  such  acknowledged 
excellence  must  be  permanent,  and 
their  number  and  extent  progressive- 
ly increasing.  It  becomes  an  object, 
therefore,  of  no  small  importance,  to 
ascertain  the  wisest  and  most  econo- 
mical mode  of  conducting  them. 
The  plans  on  which  they  are  con- 
ducted differ  greatly  In  different  ci- 
ties. In  some,  the  whole  expense  is 
paid  by  subscription  ;  in  others,  the 
extent  of  the  charity  is  limited  by 
the  revenue  of  moderate  funds ;  and 
in  others  again,  as  in  our  own  city, 
the  first  of  these  means  comes  in  aid 
of  the  last.  In  some  places,  any 
respectable  physician  is  allowed  to 
order  medicine  on  account  of  the  in- 
stitution ;  in  others,  a  few  are  spe- 
cially elected  to  attend  the  dispensa- 
ry poor  ; — these  few  are,  in  some 
cities,  young  men,  to  whom  a  per- 
sonal attendance  on  the  practice  is 
an  object ;  and  In  others,  older  prac- 
titioners, who  act  6hieily  through 
their«  students.  These  physician^' 
are  paid  for  their  attendance  oat  of 
the  funds  of  some  dispensaries,  whilst 
the  directors  of  others  .  consider  the 
manifest  advantages  of  the  practice, 
and  the  honor  of  the  station,  as  suffi- 
cient compensation  ;  in  some  places 
a  building  is  supported  at  considera- 
ble expense,  containing  rooms  for 
receiving    patients,   prescribing  for 


them,  and  dispensing  medicines; 
whilst  in  others,  the  sick  are  visited 
at  their  own  houses,  and  the  pre- 
scriptions made  up  by  a  general  re- 
tailing apothecary.  Of  these  latter, 
some  pay  the  apothecary  according 
to  the  cost  of  the  medicine  prescrib- 
ed, and  others  allow  a  dollar  or  lest 
per  annum  for  each  patient,  the 
apothecary  taking  his  chance  to  be 
a  gainer  or  loser  on  the  whole. 
These  and  other  differences  exist  io 
different  establishments. 

It  is  remote  from  our  design,  as 
beyond  our  limits,  to  examine  the 
pros  and  cons  in  each  case,  and  give 
reasons  fqr  believing  any  one  plan 
superior  to  all  others.  Every  one 
will  assent,  however,  to  the  proposi- 
tion, that  economy  is  an  object  of 
importance  in  the  conduct  of  dispen- 
saries •  and  in  this  country  we  shall 
receive  as  ready  and  universal  an 
assent  to  the  opinion,  that  it  is  a 
great  desideratum  that  aid  should  be 
extended  to  the  sick  poor  in  such 
manner,  as  to  weaken  as  little  as 
possible  that  spirit  of  independence 
and  pride  of  ^elf-support,  which  dis- 
tinguish the  American  poqr  from 
the  same  class  in  other  countries. 
The  first  object  is,  and  the  last  ought 
to  be,  held  constantly  in  view,  in 
arranging  the  internal  concerns  of 
all  charities.  This  sentiment  keeps 
many  a  hard  laborer  from  the  haunts 
of  vice,  and  the  no  less  destructive 
indulgence  of  a  disposition  to  idle- 
ness ; — it  excites  among  the  neigh- 
boring poor  sympathy  for  each  other, 
and  leads  to  anjnterchange  among 
them  of  acts  of  kindness,  which  keep 
alive  some  of  the  highest  and  best 
feelings  of  the  heart.    It  is  this  sen- 
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timent' which  makes  it  necessary  for 
the  beoevolent  to  seek  oat  the  dis" 
tressed,  and  offer,  as  an  unsolicited 
gift,  that  which,  in  other  countries, 
is  asked  for  with  unblushing  effronte- 
ry, or  extorted  by  importunity  or 
imposition  ; — ^it  is  this,  in  fine,  which 
does  more  than  civil  legislation  to 
prevent  ^ur  streets  from  being 
thronged,  and  our  dwellings  beset 
by  miserable  objects  of  penury  and 
distortion. 

We  have  dwelt  on  this  topic  be- 
cause it  is  apt  to  be  overlooked,  and 
because  the  plan  we  have  to  bring 
before  the  public  appears  to  us  an 
admirable  one,  inasmuch  as  it  coin- 
cides with  the  view  we  have  thus 
Jbriefly  presented.  The  plan  to 
which  we  allude,  was  suggested  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Southaro,  Cng.  Its 
peculiarity  is  the  proposal,  that  those 
iohose  families  receive  attendance 
from,  the  Dispensary^  shall  themselves 
{become  sttbscribers  at  a  very  mode- 
rate rate. 

The  question  arises  on  the  feasi- 
1>ility  of  this  plan  for  what  Mr.  Smith 
calls  <^  seIf>8upporting  Dispensaries." 
That  all  the  expenses  of  even  the 
nost  /economical  institution  could 
be  paid  in  this  way,  we  very  much 
doubt;  but  if  such  a  feature  were 
engrafted  on  our  present  plans,  and 
the  sums  thus  collected  considered 
accessory  to  those  otherwise  obtain- 
ed, little  doubt  can  exist  of  its  per- 
fect feasibility.  The  first  or  lowest 
grade  of  poor  are  sent,  when  sick, 
to  Alms-houses ;  it  is  the  second  and 
third  grades  who  are  dependent  on 
•  Dispensaries  in  periods  of  ill  health  ; 
and  there  are  few  among  these  who 
would  not  be  able  to  pay  half  a  dol« 


lar  a  year,  for  the  right  of  receiving 
medicine  and  medica^l  attendance  for 
themselves  and  families  in  case  of 
sickness. 

In  this  city,  the  number  of  patients 
who  received  gratuitous  attendance 
and  medicines  at  the  Dispensary  the 
last  year,  was  1600,  more  or  less, 
and  the  expense  to  the  Institution 
was  abotit  as  many  dollars.  If  we 
suppose  that  these  patients  belonged, 
on  an  average,  two  to  the  same  f^mU 
ly,  about  800  families  have  received 
aid  from  the  Institution.  ft  iis 
probable  not  more  than  half  the  fa- 
milies who  habitually  depend  on  thif 
charity,  have  occasion  to  ask  its  aid 
in  any  single  year,  particularly  one 
of  such  remarkable  health  as  the  last. 
If  this  b^-true,  about  1600  families 
look  to  our  Dispensary  for  relief  in 
case  of  sickness.  If  now  these  fa* 
milies  should  become  subscribers  to 
the  institution  at  half  ;i  dollar  a  year, 
the  income  from  this  source  would 
be  about  800  dollars,  one  half  the 
whole  expenses.  If  one  quarter  part 
of  the  expenses  could  be  actually 
collected  from  the  poor  themselves, 
the  proposed  plan  would  be  well 
worth  a  trial.  At  Atherstone,  where 
it  has  already  been  tried,  it  has  suc- 
ceeded perfectly.  No  less  than  765 
patients  have  been  admitted,  and 
money  enough  collected  to  defray 
all  expenses  and  leave  a  surplus  of 
80  pounds  sterling,  to  be  divided 
among  the  medical  officers. 

In  our  own  city,  independ.ently  of 
the  absolute  saving  of  expense  to  the 
Institution,  (which  we  regret  to  learn 
is  deficient  in  means,)  it  might  ena- 
ble the  Managers  to  pay  their  Phy- 
sicians, among  whom  any  surplus 
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foods  sbovTd  alirftjs,  from  policy  as 
well  as  in  justice,  be  distributed.  It 
is  true  that  without  the  temptation 
of  pecuniary  reward,  the  medical 
offices  are  sought  with  avidity  by 
tbe  most  talented  and  best  educated 
young  men  in  the  profession;  but 
this  is  in  truth  a  strong  reason  why 
they  should  be  paid  for  their  services, 
if  tbe  Institution  can  afford  it.  That 
a  young  man  has  ability  and  seal  in 
his  pursuits,  has  been  industrious, 
and  has  spent  two  or  three  thousand 
dollans  mpre  than  his  neighbor  in 
getting  the  best  professional  educa- 
tion, is  bat  a  poor  reason  why  he 
flbould  work  for  nothing;  these 
thipgs  give  him  rather  a  higher  claim 
for  compensation.  But,  pnttii^ 
the  interests  of  the  Physicians  and 
of  the  Institution  entirely  out  of  the 
qoesiion,  tbe  prmcipU  is  admirable, 
and  tbe  moral  advantage  of  such  a 
plan  to  tbe  poor  themselves,  entitles 
it  to  our  serious  consideration.  It 
is  enough  that  it  would  tend  to  che- 
vish  that  feeling  of  self-dependence 
which  we  have  before  alluded  to  as 
one  of  the  noblest  sentiments  of  our 
nature,  and  which  outright  charity 
must  tend  in  a  measure  to  subdue* 


TBC  NEW  MEDICmES. 

Yllh^-Quinine. — Quinine  is  the  e& 
fective  principle  in  Cinchona  bark. 
It  is  white  and  uncrystallizable,andit8 
salts  are  pearl-colored.  The  prepa- 
ration most  used  in  medicine  is  the  SuU 
phaUj  which  has  all  the  properties 
of  Cinchona,  and  may  be*  used  on  all 
occasions  where  that  remedy  would 
be  proper.  Its  advantages  over  the 
bark  in  substance  are,  tbe  greater 
uniformity  in  its  strength,  and  the 


consequent  advantage  of  regulating 
tbe  dose  with  accuracy ;  the  small 
volume  asu!  tbe  more  agreeable  form 
in  which  it  may  be  administered  ; 
and  its  better  adaptation  to  a  debili- 
tated state  of  the  stomach. 

An  overdose  of  this  n>edicine  pro- 
duces great  nervous  agitation,  with 
strong  oerebral  excitement.  The 
Byrup  is  supposed  by  Magendie  to 
exert  some  power  over  the  scrofulous 
affections  of  children.-— The  price  of 
Sulphate  of  Quinine  is  j^5  the 
ounce,-— of  the  Tincture,  37 1-2  otSw 
the  ounce. 

Modes  of  prescribing  Quinine. 

1.  Sulphate  q/*  Quinine  in  piJU, 

Dose,  from  4  to  14  grains. 

2.  SifTUp  of  Quinine, 

Take  of 

Simple  Syrap,  S  pouDds, 

Sulphate  of  Quiiiine,64  grains. 

Mix. 
8.*  Wine  of  Quinine, 

Take  of 

'  Good  IVfadeira  wine,     1  qwarf. 
Sulphate  of  Quinine,  12  graiui^ 

Mix. 
4.  Tincture  of  Quinine.  . 

Take  of 

Sulphate  of  Quinine,  $  grains. 
Alcohol,  at  34  deg^     1  ounce. 

Mix. 


LIFE  OF  DR.  OOOD. 

Since  giving  a  biographical  sketch 
of  this  distinguished  individual,  which 
was  drawn  after  reading  the  London 
edition  of  Dr.  Gregory's  Memoirs, 
we  have  seen  a  reprint  of  this  work 
by  Messrs.  Crocker  &  Brewster, 
of  this  city.  It  forms  a  very  hand- 
some duodecimo,  and  differs  from 
the  original  in  the  omission  of  the 
preface  and  several  extracts  from  the 

*  The  vine  of  qninme  may  be  extem- 
poraneously prepared,  by  adding  two 
ounces  of  th^  tincture  to  a  pint  of  wine. 
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writings  of  Dr.  Good  and  others,— 
parts  not  important  to  the  biography, 
and  interesting  to  the  English  aoti^ 
quary  only.  By  these  omissions,  the 
book  is  offered  in  a  form  and  at  a 
price  well  suited  to  the  wants  of  the 
American  reader. 

The  first  Section  contains  the  me- 
moirs of  Dr.  Good^s  life, — a  life  both 
eventful. and  useful,  and  replete 
witb  interesting  and  instraetive  les- 
sons. The  second  Section  consists 
of  a  review  of  the  writings  of  Dr.  O., 
and  a  general  sketc)i  of  his  intellec- 
tual character.  The  third  presents 
us  with  his  religious  history,  and  is 
followed  by  the  sermon  occasioned 
by  his  death; — the  whole  constituting 
a  work  which  will  be  esteemed  a 
great  accession,  to  the  medical  litera- 
ture of  the  age,  and  a  valuable  pos- 
session not  only  to  the  physician, 
but  to  the  Christian  scholar. — The 
Boston  edition  contains  a  lithographic 
portrait  of  Dr.  Good,  which  is  an 
exact  copy  of  the  original. 


Amputation  at  the  Hip-joint, — 
This  operation  was  performed  about 
two  months  ago  at  Edinburgh  by  Mr. 
Liston.  The  operation  was  success^ 
July  but  the  patient  died,  h  is  but 
justice  to  Mr.  L.  however  to  add, 
that  the  operation  is  reported  to  havo 
been  performed  with  great  dexterity 
and  sl^ill,  and  that  the  parts  were 
found  diseased  higher  up  than  was 
anticipated. 

Malpraxis  in  Midwifery. -^k. 
somewhat  remarkable  and  novel 
question  has  recently  agitated  the 
medical  faculty  in  France.  Dr.  He- 
lie,  of  .Chenu,  in  the  department  de 
rOrne,  was  called  to  a  lady  in  labor, 
and  fouud,  on  examination,  that  both 
arms  presented.  After  twenty-four 
hours  of  pain,  mostly  ineifectuali  he 


conceived  the  life  of  the  motiiefr  to 
be  in  danger.  For  the  last  ten  hours 
the  child  exhibited  no  evidence  of 
life,  and  the  arms,  closely  embraced 
by  the  OS  uteri,  were  swollen,  livid, 
and  in  a  state  approaching  to  gan* 
grene.  Under  these  circumstaaces, 
he  thought  the  only  expedient  for 
saving  the  life  of  the  mother  was  to 
amputate  the  arms.  Having  tried 
in  vain  to  turn  the  child,  amputation 
was  performed,  and  delivery  easily 
effected.  The  child  lived,  and  the 
wounds  healed. 

The  parents  prosdtnted  the  Doc- 
tor for  malpraxis.  The  question 
being  referred  to  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Medicine,  was  committed  to  MM. 
Desdrmeaux,  Deneux,  Gardien,  Mo- 
reau,  and  Adelon.  Their  first  re- 
port was  decidedly  against  Dr.  H. 
It  produced  much  discussion,  and 
was  referred  back  to  the  same  com* 
inittee  for  reconsideration.  The 
subsequent  report  was  less  severe, 
but  still  censured  the  practice.  A 
final  decision  is  not  yet  made  by  the 
Academy,  but  the  probability  is  that 
it  will  be  against  Dr.  Helie.  The 
legal  tribunal  will  be  governed  by 
the  decision  of  the  Academy. 


Chimney-sweepers     exempt   from 
Ophthalmia, — The'physician  of  the 
Dispensary  at  Bristol,  Eng.,  states 
that  of  11700   patients   with   com 
plaints  of   the    eye,    no    chimney 
sweeper  has  ever  yet  presented  hhn 
self,  though  one  would  suppose  oph- 
thalmia a  frequent  consequence  of 
that  occupation.      The  Surgeon  of 
the  Eye  Infirmary  at  the  same  place 
also  states,  that  for  twenty  years  he 
does  not  remember  a  case  of  oph- 
thalmia in  any  of  the  sooty  brother- 
hood. 


Remarkable  Superiority  of  ampU' 
fating  by  'one  Incision  through  the 
Integuments  and  Muscles. — This 
great  improvement  in  the  mode  of  , 
amputating,  which  was  formerly  re- 
commended .by  Louis,  and  unac- 
countably abandoned,   is    practised 
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and  highly  recommended  by  all  the 

g resent  surgeons  of  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
I.  Dupuytren,  M.  Brescbet,  and  M. 
Sanson.  In  thighs  removed  by  the 
'  two  former,  and  an  arm  by  the  lat- 
ter, AO  tourniquet  was  employed  in 
either  case.  The  limb  w^s  grasped 
by  aa  assistant,  and  pressure  made 
00  the  principal  artery,  A  single 
iocisioa  cut  through  the  skin  and 
muscles  down  to  the  bone,  and  a  re« 
traction  of  the  skin  and  muscles,  not 
inserted  in  the  bone,  was  effected  to 
the  extent  of  three  inches.  The  6rst 
retractioa  having  been  completed, 
the  muscles  attached  to  the  bone 
were  cut  through  by  a  scalpel,  on  a 
level  with  the  others,  and  the  bone 
sawed,  as  usual.  The  stumps  in  all 
were  remarkably  fine,  and  the  extre- 
mity of  the  bone  was  more  than  suf- 
ficiently covered. 

Extraordinary  retention  of  the 
I7rtii«.— Dr.  George  Gregory  states 
an  instance  of  entire  retention  of 
urine  in  a  lady,  105  hours  after  de- 
livery. Complaining  of  an  uneasy 
sensation  in  the  region  of  the  blad- 
der, a  Surgeon  was  sent  for,  who  in- 
troduced a  catheter  and  drew  off  se- 
ven measured  pints  of  high  colored 
urine.  The  muscular  fibres  of  the 
bladder  appeared  to  be  somewhat 
paralyzed  after  (probably  in  conse- 
quence of  distention),  but  no  very 
serious  injury  followed  this  extraor- 
dinary occurrence.  Dr.  Gregory  asks 
the  question  ''  what  is  the  greatest 
quantity  of  urino  which  the  female 
bladder  has  ever  been  knowu  to  con- 
tain ?" 


Cote  in  which  two  ounces  of  con- 
centrated Sulphuric  Acid  were  sufol' 
lowed. — A  case  of  this  .descriptiun 
recently  occurred  at  Malta.  Two 
ounces  of  carbonate  af  magnesia 
were  soon  got  down  the  throat,  not, 
however,  without  great  difficulty,  and 
the  patient  waff  bled.  Twelve  hours 
after  taking  the  acid  the  insensibility 
and  coldness  of  the  whole  body  ba- 
nished hope  of  relief  Leeches  were 
however  applied   to  the  epigastric 


region,  followed  by  a  large  blister  to 
the  same  part,  large  doses  of  castor 
oil,  and  copious  evacuation.  These 
remedies  were  persevered  in  several 
days,  aud  tartar  emetic  ointment  rub- 
bed on  the  throat,  so  as  to  produce 
an  eruption.  The  symptoms  unex- 
pectedly yielded  to  this  course,  and 
the  girl  recovered. 


Medical  Society  of  Connecticut, 
— At  the  annual  Convention  of  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  the  Medi- 
cal Society  of  Connecticut,  held  at 
Hartford  the  13th  and  14th  inst.,  the 
following  officers  were  elected  for 
the  present  year  : — His  Honor,  John 
S.  Peters,  M.D.,PrmVi«if;  William 
Buel,  M.D.,  Vice  PrendetU;  Joseph 
Palmer,  M.D.,  2Wfisurer ;  S,  B. 
Woodward,  M.D.,  Secretary, 

Committee  of  Examination. — Si- 
las Fuller,  M.D.,  Thomas  Miner, 
M.D.,  S.  B.  Woodward,  M.D. 

Committee  of  Nomination  of  Pro- 
fessors.-^EW  Todd,  M.D.,  Andrew 
Harris,  M.D.,  Thomas  Miner,  M.D. 

Committee  of  Nomination  of  Su- 
perinteudant  of  the  Retreat. — Hon. 
Thomas  Hubbard,  M.D.,  Eli  Ives, 
M.D.,  His  Honor,  John  S.  Peters, 
M.D.,  William  Buel,  M.D.,  George 
Sumner,  M.D. 


Massachusetts  Medical  Society. — 
A  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held 
on  Wednesday  last,  an  account  of 
which  is  necessarily  postponed  till 
next  week. 


President  Allen's  Address,  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Dr.  Nathan 
Smith,  is  acknowledged,  and  will  re- 
ceive early  attention. 


REPORT   OF   DEATHS   IN  BOSTON, 

The  week  oDdin^  Maj  29,  at  noon. 

Of  brain  fever,  l^consttmption,  4 — Gonml- 
tions, ,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  2--dropsy  in 
the  chest',  1 — drowned*  l-^epilepsj,  4r— fever, 
1 — intemperance,  2 — lung  fever,  1 — old  a«e, 
2— sudden,  1.  Males,  10— females,  8.  SuU- 
born,  1.    Total,  19. 

DiED~At  Dumfries,  Pa.,  Dr.  Johh  ^Gif- 
rosD,  an  eminent  Physician  and  Surgeon. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE, 

Publiihtrt^  BookseUcn^  and  Slalionen, 


«ORM&    OV 


BGBOOL 


WASHINGTON    ASD 

STRItETS^ 

KEEP  constaDtly  on  hand,  a  larg^e 
collection  of  EnglUh,  French,  Spa- 
nish and  Italian  BOOKS. 

A  cbmplete  assortment  of  MEDICAL 
BO«)KS,  and  a  supply  of  the  best  ST  An 
TIONARY. 

They  have  also  for  sale,  Gardner^i 
Twelve  Inch  GLOBES,  and  a  supply  of 
the  most  approved  SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

All  of  which  they  will  sell,  at  whole- 
tale  and  retail,  on  the  most  liberal  terms. 

DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  by  CARTER  k 
HENDEE,  No.  135,  Washioffton 
Street,^A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SU15U 
GERY.     In  three  paris. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Fhannacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Sure^eon  Dentist.  Denticum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinae  ; 
bine  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Bagliri 
XIII.  March  17* 

ep6w  « 

CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  grives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 


mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly  disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston^  Feb.  6,  1829. 

NEW  BOOKS  FOR  CHILDREN. 

JUST  published  by  COTTONS  k  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street. 
The  Waning  Moon,  by  the  author  of 
the  Rising  Sun  ;  The  While  Palfrey,  by 
the  author  of  Thomas  Mansfield;  The 
Kind  and  Happy  Child,  by  the  author  of 
the  White  Palfrey,  &c.  

FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  k  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington  Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  LambcF- 
tye,  (France;)  viz :  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian  Earth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth,  , 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also— a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman's,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVERSA- 
TIONS. 
COTTONS  k  BARNARD,  184  Wuh- 
ington  Street,  have  just  published, 
Sunday  School  (Jonversations  on  some  of 
the  interesting  subjects  recorded  in  the 
New  Testament.  By  the  author  of  the 
Factory  Girl,  The  Badge,  James  Talbot, 
&c. 


PuMbhed  weekly,  by  John  Cottoit ,  at  184,  Washington  St.  eorner  of  Frankhn  St.,  t<j 
whom  all  communications  mast  be  addressed,  poitpaid, — Price  three  dollars  per  *""*""»!. 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  » 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newipapers. 
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I, 

KEDUCnON  OP   BEENIA* 


From  a  Clinical  Lectwe  by  M* 
Dupuytren. 

The  means  of  reducing  hernia  are 
various,  and  more  or  less  efficient. 
The  appHcatioQ  of  the  hand,  or  tax* 
is,  is  the  most  methodic  and  advan- 
tageous ;  it  is  modified  according 
to  the  tiind  of  hernia,  its  size,  and 
other  circumstances.  Among  the 
empirical  methods  adopted  for  the 
same  purpose,  there  is  one  which 
approaches  to  this.  The  patient 
being  laid  upon  his  back,  the  feet 
are  raised  as  high  as  possible,  leav- 
ing the  head  and  shoulders  on  the 
ground  ;  the  weight  of  the  viscera 
in  the  abdomen  acts  upon  the  por- 
tion of  bowel  in  the  hernia,  drag- 
ging it  towards  the  interior,  some- 
times efiecting  the  reduction.  Here 
there  is  a  mechanical  action,  not 
from  without,  inwards,  as  in  the 
taxis,  but  in  an  opposite  direction. 
Various  topical  applications  are 
made  to  strangulated  hemis  ;  some 
of  these,  as  cold  water,  &c.,  are 
intended  to  diminish  the  volume  of 
the  parts  in  the  sac.  The  action 
of  cold  produces  several  efiects  ; 
it  increases  ihb  tone  of  muscular 
parts,  often,  indeed,  giving  rise  to 
sadden  contractions,  capable  of 
overcoming  the  obstacle  which  has 
been  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the 
intestinal  contents  ;  so  that  stran- 

18 


gulated  hernias  are  sometimes 
speedily  reduced  by  the  afi^usion  of 
very  cold  water.  Ice,  applied 
wilh  perseverance,  condenses  the 
liquids  and  gas,  and  thus,  also,  fa- 
cilitates their  return  into  the  abdo- 
men. Other  local  applications 
appear  intended  to  act  upon  the 
secretion  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  part ;  such  as  cataplasms  of 
senna,  gratiola,  &c.  These  are 
asserted  to  have  good  effects  in  the 
cases  of  elderly  persons,  in  whom 
it  is  well  known  that  the  slowness 
of  the  peristaltic  mntion  more  fre- 
'  quently  occasions  overloading  than 
actual  strangulation, — a  circum- 
stance which  must  be  kept  in  mind, 
that  we  may  not  trust  too  much  to 
these  measures  where  the.  patient, 
is  young,  and  the  case  one  of  genu- 
ine incarceration.  As  experience 
has  demonstrated  that  the  manner 
in  which  purgatives  act  is  by  faci- 
litating the  expulsion  of  the  contents 
of  the  hernia,  it  may  be  asked  why 
more  active  substances  are  not  em- 
ployed; for  example,  the  croton  oil? 
The  nausea  and  vomiting,  so 
frequently  present  in  such  cases, 
does  not  always  contraindicate  the 
use  of  purgatives,  as  they  some- 
times succeed  when  more  methodi- 
cal treatment  has  failed.  With 
regard  to  enemata,  they  ought  ne- 
ver to  be  omitted  unless  there  be 
evident  symptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion. 
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hatwe  that  promised  the  slightest 
prospect  of  saving  life. 

13. — The  paiicut,   after  being 

,  fully  apprised  of  the  danger  and 

uncertainty  of  an   operation,  was 

left   to  consult  her  own  feelings^ 

and  submit  or  not  as  she  chose 

14. — Patient  chose  to  undergo 
the  operation,  which  was  perform- 
ed to-day  at  11,  A.M.,  by  Dr. 
Warren,  in  the  following  manner  : 
— The  patient  was  placed  upon 
the  edge  of  the  operating  table, 
having  her  head  and  shoulders  con- 
siderably elevated,  and  supported 
by  pillows  :  her  legs  were  flexed, 
knees  separated,  as  far  as  they 
could  be  without  producing  too 
much  uneasiness,  and  firmly  sup- 
*  ported.  All  things  being  now 
ready,  the  operator  proceeded  to 
dilate  the  external  organs,  as  the 
first  step  in  the  operation  :  this  be- 
ing fairly  accomplished,  he  then 
introduced  into  the  vagina  the  two 
first  6ngers  of  the  left  hand,  which 
were  to  serve  in  directing  a  pointed 
hook  which  was  introduced  with 
the  right,  and  with  which  was  now 
transfixed  the  neck  of  the  uterus. 
Having  proceeded  thus  far  in  the 
operation,  a  gradual  force  was  ap- 
plied for  tl^e  purpose  of  dragging 
the  uterus  downward  into  view. 
The  uterus  being  drawn  down  as 
far  as  seemed  practicable,  the  ope- 
rator retained  it  in  this  position,  and  . 
with  axcommon  scalpel  in  the 
right  hand,  made  a  circular  inci- 
sion round  the  neck  of  the  organ, 
removing  with  it  about  half  the 
body  and  a  portion  of  the  diseased 
vagina.  Just  as  he  was  making 
the  last  incision  to  complete  this 
part  of  the  operation,  there  was  a 
tremendous  gush  of  arterial  blood, 
but  the  hemorrhage  soon  moderat- 
ed. The  whole  hand  being  now 
introduced,  some  portions  of  the 
diseased  part  were  found  remain- 


ing; these  were  removed  with  a 
hook,  and  pair*  of  tonsil  scissors. 
No  opening  could  be  found  through 
the  peritoneum  or  bladder ;  the 
latter  organ  sunk  into  the  vagina  so 
as  to  be  distinctly  seen.  The  ope- 
ration now  completed,  a  sponge 
was  placed  in  the  vagina,  and  the 
patient  removed  to  her  ward. 

After  she  was  here,  she  contiira* 
ed  almost  in  a  state  of  syncope  for 
two  or  three  hours,  after  which 
there  was  considerable  reaction. 
Pulse  100,  and  sufficiently  full: 
had  some  color  in  the  face.  At 
10,  P.  M.,  pulse  nearly  as  before; 
ratherihirsty  ;  did  not  complain  of 
great  weakness  ;  said  she  had  a 
frequent  desire  to  void  urine,  and 
believed  she  had  passed  some,  two 
or  three  times  since  the  operation. 
An  examination  was  made,  and  the 
sponge  protruding  from  the  exter- 
nal organs  was  saturated  with  urine. 
A  catheter  was  passed  into  the 
bladder,  but  the  organ  was  empty; 
Ordered  gruel  and  diluent  drinks  ; 
if  faint  and  low,  stimulants  and 
cordials. 

15. — Pulse  104  ;  abdomen  tense 
and  very  sensible  to  pressure  ;  has 
some  control  of  the  urinary  organs; 
no  hemorrhage  ;  no  dejection ; 
slept  some  last  night. 

R.  Infus.  Sen.  Comp.  3  iv.     Statim. 
Pilli  Hyd,  Subniur.  Comp.  vesp. 

sum. 
Appl.  Abdom.  Foment.     Si  opus 
sit. 

16.— Pulse  120,  small  and  fee- 
ble at  the  wrist;  countenance  much 
sunken  and  cadaverous  ;  one  dejec- 
tion yesterday  from  the  cath(irtic  ; 
no  hemorrhage  ;  abdomen  very  ten- 
der ;  rested  but  little  during  the 
night ;  bad  stimulants. 

R.  Pill.  Hyd.   Submur.   quaq.  bora 
%    Stia. 

Appl.  Cerat.  Canth.  7  a  9^  Ab- 
dumioi. 
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Bathe  in  warm  spirit  and  water. 
Drfnk  brandy  and  water,  or  wine. 
Take  for  uourit  hiueni  beef  tes^  or 
broib. 

17. — Stomach  was  very  irrita- 
ble yesterday, — almost  everything 
was  thrown  up  from  it ;  complain- 
ed of  hilt  little  local  pain,  bvt  of 
great  general  uneasiness.  Sunk 
gradually  till  about  4,  P.  M.,  be- 
fore which  time  tbe  pulse,  at  tiroes, 
could  not  be  felt  at  the  wrist,  after 
which  there  was  some  little  reac- 
tion. At  1 1,  P.  M.,  began  to  sink 
again,  and  continued  so  to  do  till 
she  died  this  morning  at  about  8* 

18. — Posl'tnoritm  Examination 
by  Dr.  Warren,  twenty-four  hours 
after  death,  in  company  with  Dr. 
Channiug  and  tbe  house  Physicians, 
Parker  and  Gould,  etc^ The  ab- 
domen was  opened.  The  serous 
coat  at  the  upper  part  of  this  ca- 
vity very  slightly  inflamed ;  toward 
the  pelvis  the  inflammation  was 
severe.  No  eflusion  of  lymph  was 
discovered,  nor  anv  step  toward 
adhesion  in  any  of  tne  parts.  Pe- 
ritoneum, in  the  neighborhood  of  tbe 
uterus  and  covering  the  bladder, 
coosi'derably  inflamea,  but  not  suf- 
ficiently to  produce  death.  All 
the  uterus,  except  the  fundus, 
was  removed  :  this  was  perfectly 
free  from  the  disease,  no  portion  of 
which  could  be  found  remaiuing. 

This  is  the  first  operation  for 
removing  cancer  of  the  uterus 
vrhich  has  been  practised  here  ; 
and,  though  not  successful  in  its 
termination,  it  warrants  the  belief 
that  this  very  dangerous  and  terri- 
ble operation  may  succeed.  This 
patient  did  not  die  of  inflammation, 
nor  gangrene  or  lesion  of  the  peri- 
toneum, but  probably  from  the  ef- 
fects of  the  bleeding  ;  yet  she  sur- 
vived this  for  three  days,  and  had 
she  not  been  greatly  exhausted  be- 


fore the  operation  by  the  pain  of 
her  disease,  and  the  debilitating 
discharges  accompanying  it,  she 
would  undoubtedly  have  recovered. 
— The  operation  should  be  done  at 
as  early  a  period  of  the  disease  as 
possibly. 


IT. 

Spontaneous  Cure  of  Cataract. 

By  J.  B.  EsTLiN,  F.L.S, 

On  the  6th  of  June,  182S,  I  ope- 
rated upon  a  man  and  woman, 
(brother  and  sister),  both  of  whom 
had  been  blind  for  eight  years 
with  fully-formed  cataracts. 
From  the  man,  who  was  56  years 
of  age,  I  extracted  both  cataracts; 
but  in  the  .sister's  case,  as  much 
difficulty  was  occasioned  by  the 
flatness  of  the  cornea  and  the 
smallness  of  the  anterior  chamber, 
and  as  the  operation  on  the  right 
eye  had  proved  more  tedious  than 
was  desirable,  1  determined  upon 
leaving  the  left  eye  untouched  for 
some  days.  She  was  66  years  of 
age,  and  of  delicate  constitution. 
Her  recovery,  however,  was  very 
rapid,  and  the  sight  was  so  good 
that  she  declined  having  anything 
done  to  the  left  eye.  In  less  than 
three  weeks  from  the  operation 
she  returned  to  her  home,  in  Gla- 
morganshire, nearly  fifty  miles 
from  Bristol,  quite  well,  and  able 
to  read. 

The  brother's  recovery  was 
more  protracted.  The  father  of 
these  patients  had  also  been  the 
subject  of  cataracts. 

In  a  few  weeks  after  her  de* 
parture,  I  had  the  power  of  visit- 
ing the  female  patient  at  her  own 
residence,  and  found,  her  possess- 
ed of  good  vision  in  the  eye  which 
had  been  operated  upon.  I  had 
also  occasional    opportunities  of 
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hearing  afterwards  that  she  re- 
tained her  sight.  She  was  fur- 
nished with  some  Vin.  O'pii,  to 
apply  to  the  eye  whenever  she 
found  it  weak  or  inflamed. 

*Some  months  ago  she  sent  to 
me  for  a  supply  of  her  drops,  in 
, consequence.of  their  havingproved 
of  great  service  to  her  left  eye, 
in  which  (he  sight  was  stated  to 
he  returning.  Supposing  that 
there  was  some  mistake  in  this 
representation,  I  requested  the 
Rev.  E.  P.  Thomas,  the  respec- 
table curate  of  the  parish  where 
the  lived)  to  oblige  me  with  some 

Earticulars  respecting  her ;  and 
y  him  I  have  been  favored  with 
the  following  minute  statement: — 
«'  About  Michaelmas  last  (1838) 
one  night,  while  in  bed,  Mrs. 
Lewis  was  seized  with  a  most 
violent  shooting  pain  in  the  middle 
of  thejeft  eyebrow,  which  occa- 
sionally descended  to  the  eyeball; 
it  did  not  affect  any  other  part  of 
the  head,  nor  did  it  pass  through 
the  head  ;  :he  has  a  distinct  re- 
collection that  the  pain  was  con- 
fined to  the  dark  eye  and  its  brow, 
in  consequence  of  her  fears  hav- 
ing been  excited  lest  the  pain 
should  extend  to  the  eye  on  wluch 
the  operation  had  been  perform- 
ed, and  prove  injurious  to  her 
sight.  She  has  no  remembrance 
of  having  received  any  injury,  or 
of  having  come  in  contact  with 
any  object.  She  had  a  cold  about 
the  period  of  the  attack,  but  not  a 
severe  one. 

'^The  violent  shooting  pain 
before  described  continued  for 
about  a  fortnight,  when  she  was 
induced  to  apply  the  drops  to  the 
left  eye.  In  a  few  minutes  after 
the  first  application  the  pain 
ceased,  and  ^he  continued  free 
from  it  for  some  days  ;  it  then  re- 
turnedi  but  in  a  less  severe  de- 


gree, and  she  was  again  relieved 
by  the  use  of  the  Vin^  Qpif.  A 
recurrence  of  the  pain  at  intervals 
continued,  biit  with  diminished 
severity  ;  and  at  length  it  ceased 
aUogether. 

*'  At  the  end  of  a  fortnight  af- 
ter the  first  use  of  the  drops  to 
the  left  eye,  she  began  to  see 
with  it.  The  first  objects  she 
discovered  were  the  trees  in  the 
garden,  which  she  saw  through 
the  window  of  her  apartmefnt.  la 
the  course  of  a  week  after,  while 
walking  in  her  garden,  she  could 
discern  the  bee-hives,  and  in  a 
few  days  more  she  could  perceive 
the  bees.  She  is  now  able  to 
read  small  print,"  (whether  with 
or  without  her' cataract  glasses' is 
not  stated — the  former,  I  pre- 
sume) ;  ^'  and  since  about  the 
middle  of  last  November  she  has 
experienced  no  pain.  The  eye 
upon  which  the  operation  .was 
performed  has  continued  free 
from  pain,  but  it  is  at  times  so 
dim  that^he  cannot  read  with  it: 
This  occasional  dimness,  before 
the  recovery  of  sight  in  the  Itft 
eye,  also  gave  her  great  anxiety, 
lest  she  might  altogether  lose  the 
power  of  seeing  with  it.  The 
drops  always  relieved  the  incoo- 
venrience. 

^'  The  left  eye  has  do  diseased 
appearance,  looking  in  all  respects 
like  that  from  which  the  cataract 
has  been  extracted." 

The  account  of  this  case  affords 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  spon- 
taneous removal  of  a  cataract* 
It  would  be  interesting  to  kno^v 
whether  the  lens  was  dissolved 
and  absorbed  in  fitu,  or  whether 
an  opening  in  the  capsule  allowed 
of  its  passing  into  the  anterior 
chamber,  and  there  undergoing 
solution.  The  former  occurrence 
is  more  probable,  as  the  presence 
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ef  an  opfttfue^ldns,  with  its  Hucleas 
iDdivided*  iri  the  anterior  ehambel^, 
generally  keeps  up  a  more  con- 
itapt  state  of  irritation  thao  is 
described  in  this  instance. 

Few,  I*believe,  now  entertain 
the  idea  that  any  stimulating  ap- 
plication to  the  eye  can  exert  an 
influence  in  producing  the  a{)sorp* 
tion  of  a  cataract.  This  case 
favors  no  such  opinion,  as  the  Yin. 
Opii  was  not  used  until  the* symp- 
toms accompanying  the  process 
of  the  removal  of  the  cataract 
had  existed  for  two  weeks.  The 
relief  of  simitar  symptoms,  by  the 
application  of  this  liquid,  is  a 
well-known  occurrence  ;  and  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the 
patient  and  her  friends  should  at- 
tach an  importance  to  its  efficacy 
to  which  it  has  no  claim.  Medi- 
cal men,  however,  do  not  want 
examples  to  show  the  necessity 
of  extreme  caution  in  judging  of 
the  effects  of  remedies. 

As  a  practical  remark,  connect- 
ed with  the  subject  of  operations 
for  cataract,  I  would  observe  that 
where  extraction  is  performed,  I 
consider  the  advantage  of  the  pa- 
tient to  be  greatly  consulted  by 
his  not  having  both  eyes  operated 
opoa  at  the  same  time. — M*  Gaz. 


IIL 

INFLAMMATION  OP   THE  KNEE. 

Treated  according  to  the  Plan  of 
Mr.  Scott,  and  communicated 
to  the  Medical  Gazette, 

A  YOUNG  \voman,  28  years  of 
age,  applied  to  me  on  the  30th  of 
July,  1828,  on  account  of  a  dis- 
ease in  her  left  knee.  A  spot  on 
the  inner  side  of  the  head  of  the 
tibia  was  so  exceedfogiy  tender, 
that  she  could/not  bear  to  have  it 
touched.      There    was    neither 


|fain  nor  tenderness  throughout 
(he  remainder  of  the  joint,  aN 
though  there  was  a  general  ful- 
ness and  tumeflhction  oyer  tho' 
whole  synovial  membrane.  She 
could  neither  straighten  the  limb 
nor  bend  it,  without  great  pain  ; 
the  slightest  action,  or  any  at- 
tempt to  bear  weight  on  Tt,  occa- 
sioned very  great  pain  in  the  joint; 
the  thigh  and  leg  were  much 
wasted;  and  she  could  find  no  easy 
posture  for  the  limb,  the  half-bent 
position  being  that  in  which  it  was 
the  least  painful.  She  suffered 
so  much  at  night  as  to  impair  her 
rest.  She  was  of  a  fair  com- 
plexion and  delicate  appearance. 
Pulse  quick,  tongue  foul,  bowels 
irregular,  and  the  appetite  im- 
paired. She  was  evidently  la- 
boring under  considerable  disorder 
of  the  digestive  organs.  About  a 
month  before  she  applied  to  me, 
she  first  experienced  a  pain  in 
the  joint,  which  was  tender  and 
extremely  painful  on  exercise. 
These  symptoms  increased  daily, 
notwithstanding  the  use  ofvarious 
remedies,  such  as  embrocations, 
the  application  of  a  blister  to  the 
joint,  &c.  Purgatives,  leeching, 
fomentations,  &c.  &c.,  were  now 
bad  recourse  to,  and  absolute 
rest  strictly  enjoined. 

8th. — The  bowels  have  been 
regularly  relieved  by  the  medi- 
cines, the  tongue  is  less  coated, 
and  appetite  somewhat  improved. 
The  tenderness,  pain,  and  swell- 
ing, are  so  much  reduced,  that 
the  knee  is  now  in  a  fit  state  for 
mechanical  support,  agreeably  to 
Mr.  John  Scott's  directions. 

Applied  the  adhesive  bandage,  and 
ordered  a  tonic  mixture  and 
laxative  pills. 

20th.— The  jofnt  is  much  re- 
duced in  aixe;  pain  and  tende  roots 
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very  moch  relieved,  and  her 
health  improving.  The  mixture 
and  pills  coQlinued;  the  knee  sup- 
ported with  adhesive  bandages. 

28d. — In  consequence  of  at- 
tempting to  walk,  the  pain  of  the 
joint  has  relumed. 

Removed  the  dressings.  Ten 
leeches  to  the  knee  ;  fomenta- 
tious  and  cataplasms  twice  a  day. 

27th.-— The  pain  and  tenderness 
relieved ;  can  move  the  joint 
without  suffering. 

A  small  quantity  of  Tartar  Emetic 
Ointment  to  be  rubbed  on  the 
knee,  previous  to  the  application 
of  the  adhesive  bandages. 

Oct.  Sd. — She  has  felt  no  pain, 
except  a  slight  smarting  produced 
by  the  apglicalion  of  the  ointment. 
Tl)e  limb  can  bo  moved  without 
any  uneasiness,  and  her  nights  are 
no  longer  disturbed. 

SOtb. — Continues  to  improve. 

Adhesive  bandages  as  before. 

Dec.  27th.— The  joint  is  now 
reduced  to  the  natural  dimensions; 
she  has  not  the  least  feeling  of  un- 
easiness in  it,  and  can*  walk  and 
use  it  perfectlv. 

Feb.  6th,  '  1829.— Continues 
quite  well. 


IV. 

ExperimenU  on  Living  Animab.^ 
[In  transferring  to  our  pages  the 
following  allegorical  comment  on  a 
mode  of  investigation  not  uncommon 
in  the  profession,  we  have  been  in- 
fluenced more  by  its  ingenuity  than 
its  justice] 

I  HAVE  lately  read  with  much  in- 
terest a  treatise  ^^  on  the  opera- 
tion  of  poisonous   agents  on  the 


living  body/'  The  experiments 
therein  detailed  are  of  a  pleasing 
nature,  and  the  resuJts  strikingly 
important  and  valuable.  Being 
myself  friendly. to  the  cultivation 
of  experimental  physiology,  in- 
deed, I  may  say,  zealous  in  the 
cause,  I  have,  by  the  help  of  per- 
sons sigiilarly  disposed,  performed 
a  great  number  of  experiments  oa 
living  animals.  Some  of  these  I 
lay  with  much  satisfaction  before 
the  profession,  inviting,  at  the 
same  time,  such  of  my  brethren 
as  find  the  subject  amusing,  to 
repeat  my  experiments.  The 
importance  of  the  conclusions  I 
have  deduced,  renders  a  repeti- 
tion of  them  the  more  to  be  de* 
sired. 

Experiment  1. — Having  an  ear 
peculiarly  fitted  for  the  nice  dis- 
crimination of  sounds,  i  had  often 
remarked  the  very  peculiar  cry 
of  the  dog  when  suffering  exqui- 
site pain.  In  order  to  ascertain 
if  this  particular  sound  were  mo- 
dified in  the  varieties  of  the  ca^- 
nine  race,  I  had  six  dogs  arranged 
in  the  following  order,  at  inter- 
vals of  a  yard, — mastiff,  hound, 
spaniel,  terrier,  setter,  pug.  The 
right  eye  of  each  being  scooped 
out,  and  a  hot  ember  put  into  the 
eo(cket,  the  effect  %vas  immediate 
and  surprising,  and  I  may  add, 
gratifying.  It  is  difficult  to  con- 
vey an  idea  of  it  in  words, — this, 
however,  is  the  less  to  be  regret- 
ted, as  the  experiment  is  easily 
repeated.  *I  may  just  observe 
that  I  have  discovered  that  boil- 
ing linseed  oil  poured  into  the  ear 
elicits  the  sound  in  question,  to 
the  full  as  instantaneously. 

Experiment  2. — The  power  of 
resistance  in  the  valvuli  coli  has 
often  been  discussed,  but  not,  so 
far  as  I  know,  ascertained  with 
precision.      To   delermine    this 
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point  I  procured  four  tarriers, 
nearly  of  a  size,  and  arranged 
them  thus ; — the  oesophagus  of 
one,  separated  and  brought  out, 
was  inserted  into  the  anus  of  ano- 
ther,  and  secured  so  as  to  Aiake 
the  alimentary  passages  of  the 
four  into  one  continuous  canal. 
A  forcing  pump  being  adapted  to 
the  fundament  of  the  hindermost 
dog,  and  a  known  force  employed, 
I  found  a  column  of  water,  equal 
to  ten  pounds,  force  the  valve  of 
the  first  dog  ;  one  equal  to  forty 

Eounds,  the  second  valve  ;  one 
uodred  and  sixty  pounds,  the 
third  ;  six  hundred  and  forty 
pounds,  the  fourth,  and  so  on, — 
the  force  required  increasing  in  a 
geometric  ratio.  A  few  handfuls 
of  small  fish-hooks,  thrown  into 
the  water  employed,  excited  a 
variety  of  interesting  contortions 
in  the  dogs. ' 

N.  B. — Coarsely  pounded  glass 
may  be  used  instead  of  the  fish- 
books. 

ExperimetU  S. — The  degree  of 
heat  requisite  for  separating  the 
hair  from  the  skin  of  a  living  ani- 
mal not  having  been  satisfactorily 
deterofiined,  I  procured  six  rab- 
bits, which  I  treated  as  follows  : 
~Two,  immersed  to  the  neck  for 
one  minute  in  water  at  180  dcg., 
shed  only  the  finer  down  in  conse- 
quence. Another  pair,  complete- 
ly immersed  for  the  same  space 
of  time,  at  the  temperature  of 
206  deg.,  easily  parted  with  the 
whole  of  the  hair,  except  the 
whiskers.  The  remaining  cou- 
ple, immersed  at  the  boiling  point, 
furnished  the  same  result  as  the 
preceding  two.  I  now  put  the 
entire  six  into  an  empty  stew-pan, 
heated  to  400 deg.,  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  what  degree  of 
heat  would  cause  their  whiskers 
to  fall  off.     On  taking  obt  the 


animals  after  five  minutes  had 
elapsed,  I  found  they  were  unfor- 
tunately dead,  with  the  beard 
burnt  and  quite  friable,  but  still 
adhering  at  the  roots.  The  lat- 
ter po*nt,  therefore,  namely,  the 
degree  of  heat  at  which  the  whis- 
kers of  the  rabbit  fail  off,  will 
require  further  experiments  ;  and 
I  have  the  gratification  to  announce 
to  the  profession  generally,  that  a 
series  on  this  interesting  subject 
are  now  being  performed  by  two 
able  friends  and  myself,  which 
will  be  published  as  early  as  pos- 
sible. 

In  conclusion,  I  cannot  help 
alluding  to  the  objections  which 
some  make  to  experimental  phy- 
siology on  the  score  gf  cruelty. 
It  seems  to  me  doubtful  whether 
the  inferior  animals  are  really 
susceptible  of  pain  in  the  sense 
meant  by  the  objectors.  At  least 
I  thif^k  their  struggles',  and  the 
noise  they  make  in  the  hands  of 
the  operator,  may  be  explained 
on  a  very  different  principle, 
which  I  mean  to  enlarge  upon  at 
a  future  opportunity.  '  S. 


TIC  DOULOUREUX. 

Discussion  on  this  Subject  in  th$ 
Medical  Society  of  London. 

Dr.  Ramadge  related  a  case  of 
tic  douloureux,  brought  on  in  a 
male  patient,  40  years  of  age,  by 
the  external  application  of  zinc 
and  copper,  for  the  purpose  of 
producing  a  galvanic  sensation. 
Most  excruciating  pain  in  the 
cheek,  passing  across  the  eye,  to- 
wards the  frontal  sinus,  was  thus 
produced.  There  was  a  spot  in 
the  red  part  of  the  upper  lip, 
which,  upon  being  touched,  the 
pain  was  excited.  The  patient 
was  of  a  plethoric  habit,  and  had 
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YivbA  rather  freely.  For  some 
time  be  had  suffered  from  dys- 
pepsia. The  treatment  consist- 
ed in  extractiog  blood  ;  the  exhi- 
bitioo  of  laxatives,  followed  by 
the  use  of  the  carbonate  of  iron, 
combined  with  the  carbonate  of 
soda.  The  complaint  was  entire- 
ly removed.  The  pain,  in  this 
case,  did  not  run  along  the  course 
of  the  nerves  usually  affected, 
but  perpendicularly. 

Dr.  James  Johnson,  after  re- 
marking that  Deura]o;ic  affections 
were  much  more  frequent  than 
they  had  been,  noticed  paralysis 
of  the  portio  dura  of  the  seventh 
pair  of  nerves,  as  an  affection  that 
was  occasionally  occurring.  It 
occasioned  drooping  of  the  eye ; 
the  drawing  up  of  one  side  of  the 
face  had,  in  some  of  these  cases, 
excited  fears  in  the  minds  of  the 
friends  as  to  the  existence  of  ce- 
rebral disease  ;  but  the  disease 
was  in  the  branclie.^  of  the  nerve 
spoken  of.  The  disease  was 
sometimes  of  long  duration.  In 
one  case  eighteen  months  elapsed 
before  the  power  of  the  nerves 
was  restored.  Au'ither  case  went 
on  for  nine  months.  Dr.  J.  had 
seen  other  cases.  Some  atten- 
tion was  required  to  be  paid  to 
the  eye  ;  for,  as  the  patient  could 
not  shut  the  eye,  it  remained  un- 
closed during  sleep  :  it  required, 
therefore,  to  be  shut  previous  to 
the  patient's  going  to  rest ;  other- 
wise, the  eye  remaining  open,  in- 
flammation of  the  organ  took  place. 
In  these  cases  the  sensation  of  the 
part  was  not  diminished,  the 
nerves  affected  being  nerves  of 
motion,  not  sensation.  There 
was  another  affection  of  these 
nerves,  or  the  muscles  which  they 
supplied,  which  consisted  in  a 
constant  twitching  of  the  part  of 
the  face  to  ivhich  the  branches  of 
the  nerve  were  distributed.     The 


ditease,  in  all  the  cat et  which  had 
fallen  under  Dr.  Johnson's  obser* 
▼ation',  had  been  induced  by  *'  a 
draught  of  cold  airs"  it  was  a 
state  of  irritation  of  the  muscles, 
rather  than  a  paralytic  auction. 
No  treatment  had,  in  these  cases, 
appeared  to  be  of  any  use. 

Dr.  Shearman  observed  that 
tic  douloureux  bad,  of  late  years, 
been  much  more  frequent  than 
formerly,  or  that  transient  painful 
affections  had  been  dignified  with 
"  tic  douloureux.'*  He  (Dr.  S.) 
had  found  the  ext.  belladonnas  a 
very  efficacfious  remedy  in  the 
disease  in  question  ;  the  dose  he 
had  given  was  about  two  grains 
every  eight  hours* 

Mr.  Shearly  remarked  that  he 
had  used,  in  this  disorder,  opium, 
combined  with  belladonna,  exter- 
nally ;  exhibiting,  also,  the  carbo- 
nate of  iron  every  eight  hours. 
In  one  case  Mr.  S.  gave,  with 
success,  strong  camphor  mixture, 
combined  with  the  amraoniated 
tincture  of  the  valerian  and  the 
pilula  gummosa. 

Mr.  Taunton  and  Mr.  Iliff  ad- 
verted to  some  cases  related  by 
Mr.  Bailey,  of  Harwich,  in  which 
belladonna  had  been  given.  That 
gentleman  had  begun  with  quar- 
ter-grain doses. 

Mr.  Drysdale  mentioned  a  case 
of  tic  douloureux  occurring  in  a 
lady.  After  all  the  usual  reme- 
dies had  been  tried  in  vain,  the 
disease  was  removed  by  the  use 
of  a  hot  pillow. 

Dr.  Ryan  related  cases  of  tic 
douloureux  in  which  he  had  seen 
stramonium  used  internally  and 
externally  with  benefit.  Dr.  R, 
was  surprised  that  contra-irrita- 
tion  at  the  base  of  the  brain  by 
setons,  perpetual  blisters,  &c., 
had  not  been  resorted  to  in  neu- 
ralgic  affections. 
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COLICA  PICTONUM. 

A  WHITER  in  the  London  Medical 
and  Physical  Journal  advances  the 
opinion  that  this  disease  indicates 
ioflamoiation  of  the  intestinal  canal, 
and  should  be  met  with  remedies 
calculated  for  the  relief  of  inflamma- 
tion, such  as  general  and  local  bleed- 
ing, fomentations,  &c,,  instead  of  the 
usual  purgative  treatment.  With 
regard  to  the  latter,  it  is  said  that  it 
excites  an  ineffectual  effort  in  the 
canal,  productive  of  increased  local 
determination  and  aggravation  of  all 
the  symptoms.  In  the  case  adduced 
in  support  of  this  theory,  salts,  calo- 
mel, and  rhubarb,  had  been  adminis- 
tered, without  producing  any  cathar- 
tic effect ;  the  disease  had  reached 
the  sixth  day,  and  was  rapidly  in- 
creasing. The  medicines  were  dis- 
continued ;  ten  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  from  the  arm,  and  eighteen 
more  by  cupping  from  the  abdominal 
surface.  The  appearances  were  im- 
proved by  this  treatment,  but  no 
evacuation  followed.  Next  day  the 
cupping  was  repeated  on  the  abdo- 
men, to  the  extent  of  thirty  ounces  ; 
and  the  fomentations  and  eneroata 
were  continued.  At  the  succeeding 
day's  vfsit  it  was  found  that  the  bow- 
els bad  been  evacuated  six  times, 
with  relief  fruro  the  puin.  The  case 
afterwards  did  well.   - 

That  the  disease  called  painter's 
colic  is  frequently  accompanied  with 
inflammation  of  the  intestines,  there 
is  DO  reason  to  doubt ;  and  where 
this  is  tlie  case,  the  antiphlogistic 
mode  of  treatment  ought  certuiuly  to 


be  resorted  to.  Many  cases  of  the 
disease  occur,  however,  in  which  no 
symptom  of  inflammation  is  to  be 
found,  and  in  which  the  same  mode 
of  treatment  would  be  useless  or  in- 
jurious. With  regard,  also,  to  ob- 
taining evacuations  from  the  bowels, 
we  apprehend  that  in  the  majority  of 
instances  some  of  the  cathartics  in 
common  use  will  effect  this  object ; 
ftod  as  it  is  important  to  avoid  delay, 
the  remedies  calculated  to  projuce  a 
direct  effect  on  the  canal,  are  pre- 
ferable to  those  the  operation  of 
which  is  more  uncertain.  These 
considerations  ought  always  to  induce 
practitioners  to  malice  trial,  in  the 
first  instance,  of  cathartic  medicines, 
properly  so  called,  in  conjunction 
with  such  other  treatment  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  each  particular  case 
may  seem  to  require.  Dr.  Good, 
who  gives  a  very  judicious  view  of 
the  disease,  proposes  three  indica- 
tions in  its  treatment, — to  subdue  in- 
flammation, if  present ;  to  relieve 
puin,  and  to  restore  the  due  peristal- 
tic action  of  the  bowels.  That  this 
latter  object  cannot  always  be  an- 
swered by  purgatives,  we  are  well 
aw<^re  ;  but  those  cases  in  which  they 
fail  so  to  do,  are  to  be  at  once  re- 
garded as  alarming  in  their  charac- 
ter, since  a  large  proportion  of  them 
resist  every  mode  of  treatment  which 
can  be  devised.  Even  in  the  case 
above  referred  to,  the  direct  purga- 
tive treatment  seems  hardly  to  have 
received  a  full  trial,  and  might,  if 
persevered  in^  have  proved  ultimate- 
ly successful.    For  our  own   part^ 
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we  hare  seldom  failed  to  cure  the 
disease  by  the  free  administration  of 
£xtr.  Hyosciam.  and  Epsom  salts, 
with  cold  ^afiusioD  to  the  lower  ez- 
troraities. 


SUPPRESSED   FERSPXRATIOir. 

The  Effect  of  powerful  sudden  Im-- 
pressions  made  on  the  Surface  of 
the  Body. 

The  notion  that  febrile  diseases  are 
frequently  produced  by  suppressed 
perspirati<»n  is  probably  as  old  as  the 
science  of  medicine  ;  but  the  severi- 
ty of  the  application  of  this  principle, 
has,  we  apprehend,  rather  diminished 
in  later  times.  To  a  certain  extent 
the  system  of  most  persons  is  able 
to  sustain  the  shock  of  cold  applied 
to  the  porspiring^skin,  without  injury 
and  even  with  benefit.  The  hardy 
Russian  quits  his  vapor  bath,  heated 
to  130  deg.,  and  plunges  fearlessly 
into  the  snuw  ;  and  even  tho  most 
delicate  and  tender  find  a  cold  bath 
more  grateful  and  more  beneficial 
when  a  liule  previous  exercise  has 
produced  a  tendency  to  the  surface. 
The  momentary  reaction  which  is 
thus  produced,  so  far  from  disorder- 
ing the  functions,  will  be  found,  in 
most  instances,  materially  to  aid 
their  performance.  But  to  iufor 
from  these  facts  that  sudden  changes 
may,  under  all  circumstances,  be 
encountered  with  impunity,  would 
be  a  fatal  error,  since  in  debilitated 
subjects  they  are  often  followed  by 
the  most  disastrous  eflects.  The 
following,  though  an  extreme  case, 
will  illustrate  the  danger  of  this  sort 
of  imprudence,  better  than  any  roa- 
Eooing  ou  the  subject. 


A  carpenter,  about  40  years  of  age, 
was  afiected  with  an  extensive  lepro- 
psoriacious  eruption.  After  trying  va- 
rious remedies  to  no  purpose,  he  at 
length  commenced  the  use  of  sulphur 
fumigation.  Having  taken  a  bath  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Green,  Surgeon  to 
St.  George's  Hospital,  in  London,  he 
walked  thence  to  the  Hospital  in  a 
cold  easterly  wind.  This  was  tho 
17th  of  December.  On  the  same 
evening  he  was  attacked  with  symp- 
toms of  fever,  which  the .  next  morn- 
ing were  found  very  much  increase4| 
and  accompanied  with  those  of  pul- 
monary inflammation.  Blisters  and 
antimonials  were  resorted  to,  with 
occasional  doses  of  calomel  and 
other  medicines  which  the  case  seem- 
ed to  require  ;  but  to  little  purpose. 
He  died  on  the  24th  of  the  month, 
the  eighth  day  of  the  disease.  The 
most  remarkable  post-moftem  •ap- 
pearance was  that  of  half  a  pint  of 
serum,  mixed  with  pus,  contained  io 
the  cavity  of  the  left  pleura.  The 
corresponding  long  bore  marks  of 
severe  recent  inflammation,  corres- 
ponding to  the  symptoms  which  were 
present  during  life.  The  right  side 
of  the  chest  was  free  from  disease. 


BROOT  OF  RYE. 

According  to  Dr.  Marshall  Hall, 
this  article  possessies  considerable 
control  over  chronic  uterine  dis- 
charges. In  a  very  severe  case  uf 
monorrhagia,  alternating  with  leucor- 
rlicea,  which  had  continued,  with  oc- 
casional variation  in  degree,  for  four 
years,  the  ergot  was  given  in  doses 
of  five  grains,  four  times  daily,  be- 
giooing  jtftst  before  the  expected  ap- 
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pearance  of  the  calamenia.  This 
was  retarded  in  its  appearance  for 
four  days,  was  modernte  in  quantity, 
and  nok.fullowed  by  the  Ieucorrh<Bay 
which  io  fact  entirely  disappeared. 
In  several  cases  in  which  this  last 
disease  existed  by  itself,  the  ergot 
was  employed  with  decided  success. 
The  benefit  of  the  remedy  is  usually 
experienced  at  the  end  of  five  days, 
but  it  IS  best  to  pei-severe  in  its  use 
for  a  somewhat  longer  period. 


POI80NINQ   BT    ENDERMIC    MEDICA- 
TION. 

Two  cases  are  recorded  in  the  jour- 
n^  in  which  the  external  use  of 
corrosive  sublimate  was  fL»llowed  by 
fatal  consequences.  Two  brothers, 
aflected  with  a  cutaneous  eruption 
resembling  itch,  attempted  its  cure 
by  rubbing  into  the  skin  the  muriate 
of  mercury,  previously  mixed  with 
bog's  lard.  The  quantity  of  the  sub- 
limate used  by  each  was  about  an 
ounce.  It  produced  vesication  of 
the  parts  to  which  the  ointment  was 
applic»l,  severe  pain  in  the  bowels, 
with  other  symptoms  of  extensive 
inflammation,  dysenteric  discharges 
and  sanguineous  voiuiting.  Death 
ensued  in  the  first  instance  on  the 
eleventh  day ;  in  the  second  on  the 
fifth.  On  examination  of  the  last, 
the  stomach  and  small  intestines 
we^e  fuund  highly  inflamed,  with 
small  spots  of  ulceration  in  the  for- 
mer. The  lower  portion  of  the  co- 
lon and  rectum  were  in  a  state  of 
complete  mortification,  and  there- 
was  a  great  quantity  of  bloody 
serum    in   the  cavity  of  the  abdo* 


▲C^TATB  OF  LXAD. 

Some  inteiesting  facts  and  specula* 
tioiis,  in  regard  to  this  substance,  are 
contained  in  a  late  number  of  the 
Medical  Gazelle,  With  the  view  of 
ascertaining  how  far  the  apprehen- 
sions entertained  .from  its  use  in  large 
quantities  were  well  founded,  a  me- 
dical gentleman  administered  it  to 
himself,  at  the  rate  of  ten  grains  a 
dny  for  seven  days,  combined  with 
opium  in  the  proportion  of  one-eighth 
part.  After  he  had  taken  this  quan- 
tity, pains  were  produced  in  the 
bones,  and  the  mouth  became  sore, 
as  in  mercurial  ptyalism.  The  for- 
mer symptoms  yielded  to  a  moderate 
dose  of  sulphate  of  magnesia,  and 
the  latter  went  off  at  the  end  of  a 
few  days.  The  intestinal  aflVction 
produced  in  this  instance  had  not 
the  usual  symptoms  of  painter's  colic. 
Indeed  it  seems  to  be  well  establish- 
ed, that  the  timidity  which  has  been 
prevalent  in  regard  to  the  medicinal 
use  of  this  article,  is  far  from  being 
justified  by  facts.  The  result  of  our 
experience  appears  to  bo  that  the 
colica  pictonum  is  produced  by  a 
long-continued  action  of  the  lead  on 
the  system,  which  gradually  deranges 
the  digestive  functions,  impairs  the 
secretions,  and  induces  eostiveness  ; 
and  never,  or  very  rarely,  by  its  use 
in  decisive  doses  and  for  a  limited 
time.  Doses  of  one,  and  even  two 
drachms  of  the  acetate,  have  been 
taken  at  once„  and*  fallowed  by  no 
efltfct  but  purging ;  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that,  in  cases  indicating 
its  employment,  much  larger  doses 
than  those  in  common  use  raay  be 
exhibited  with  advantage. 
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FKMORAL   ANEURISM  CtTIVBD  WITHOUT 
AN  OPERATION. 

The  Provincial  Gazette  contains  the 
history  of  a  femoral  aDeurism  which 
was,  cured  by  pressu/e.  The  tumor 
was  enormous,  aocT  the  distressed 
patient  incapable  of  walking  without' 
a  crutch.  A  flaooel  roller  was  first 
applied,  so  as  to  produce  moderate 
pressure  oo  the  aueurisroal  tumor. 
A  few  days  after,  on  the  27th  of 
September,  the  swelling  bad  subsid- 


ed, and  it  was  discorered  that  so^ 
great  was  his  relief  fh>m  the  bandage, 
that  he  had  tied  a  silk  handkerchief 
tight  round  the  thigh,  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  pressure.  Mr.  -Sy- 
fred,  the  Surgeon  of  the  Hospital, 
applied  a  tourniquet  and  splint,  and 
on  the  8th  of  October  every  vestige 
of  the  disease  was  removed.  That 
this  case  is  related  in  the  Marcb 
number  of  the  Provincial,  is  our  only 
evidence  that  the  cure  was  permanent. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JUNE  23,  1829. 


tribute  of  respect  to  MR.  COOPER. 

Our  readers  probably  recollect  that 
much  excitement  wps  produced,  a 
few  months  ago,  in  the  British  me« 
tropolis,  by  a  garbled  report  in  the 
Lancet  of  an  operation  for  the  stone, 
performed  by  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper. 
Some  difficulties  which  were  unex- 
pected, rendered  the  operatioa  of 
greater  duration  than  usual,  and  the 
opportunity  was  not  lost  by  the  Editor 
of  the  Lancet,  to  gratify  his  propen* 
sity  to  vilify  Sir  Astley  and  his  dis- 
tinguished relative.  Mr.  B.  Cooper 
instituted  a  suit  against  Wakley, 
Editor  of  the  Lancet,  for  a  libel,  and 
recovered,  with  100  pounds  damages. 
We  learn  with  pleasure  that  the  stu- 
dents of  Mr.  C.  have  presented  him 
a  silver  vase,  with  tlieir  congratula- 
tions on  the  successful  result  of  this 
suit.  Such  testimony  of  respect  is 
alike  honorable  to  both  parties,  and 
was  tuiquestionably  called  for  by  tlie 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case. 
Mr.  Cooper's  cause  is  that  of  the 
profession  in  general ;   and  his  tri- 


umph is  that  of  justice  and  good 
principle  over  the  mean  arts  of  envy 
and  malice.  If  the  editor  of,  or  the 
hireling  contributor  to  a  medical  pa« 
per,  is  permitted  to  attend  the  publio 
hospitals  for  the  .purpose  of  laying 
before  the  world  garbled  and  obscure 
accounts  of  all  such  operations  aa 
have  in  any  way  terminated  unfbrti^ 
nately,  including  the  most  disgusting 
details,  and  exaggerating  every  cir- 
cumstance which  can  tend  to  reflet 
discredit  on  the  operator,  it  is  evi* 
dent  that  from  such  attacks  no  repu* 
tation,  however  good,  can  afford  aa 
entire  security.  The  libel  is  not 
merely  presented  to  medical  meo 
who  may  make  the  necessary  inqui« 
ries  as  to  the  facts  ;  it  is  read  with 
avidity  by  the  ignorant  as  well  as  the 
learned ;  and  the  multitude,  ever 
ready  to  belike  the  worst,  will  give 
it  credit  almost  in  proportion  to  its 
grossness.  The  result  of  this  trial, 
therefore,  as  warning  malicious  slan* 
derers  that  they  are  not  out  of  th« 
reach  of  justice,  is  a  benefit  to  the 
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wbole  Goomiuiiity ;  and  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  studeqtt  of  Mr.  C.^  by  at 
ooee Testifyiog  their  cootempt  (or  the 
libeller  end  their  respect  for  the  ob- 
ject of  his  malice,  evioced  a  scese  of 
what  was  due  to  the  dignity  of  th» 
profession  and  to  the  cause  of  truth 
and  justice.  For  the  particulars  of 
the  ceremony^  which  are  highly  in* 
teresting,  we  refer  to  the  London 
Medical  Gazette,  for  May  2d,  in 
which  the  address  of  the  students, 
and  Mr,  C.'s  reply,  are  bo(|i  gireo 
entire. 


he  was  invited,  in  a  roar  of  laaghter, 
and  to  spend  as  much  time  with  him 
as  possible.  <  Alas !  Sir,'  said  the 
patient,  with  a  heavy  sigh,  <  I  am 
that  Cardini.' " 


HfPOCHONORIASIS. 

Wk  are  apt  to  believe  a  merry  com- 
panion the  happiest '  fellow  in  the 
world,  and  envy  him,  perhaps,  his 
light*  heart  and  airy  spirits  ;  but  such 
men  hsve  hours  of  melancholy,  when 
the  spirits  sink,  and  a  gloom  comes 
over  them,  deeper  and  darker  than  is 
ever  known  to  their  less  excitable 
companions.  A  man  may  be  cheer- 
ful on  paper,  though  he  has  a  heavy 
heart,  and  brilliant  in  company, 
though  insufferably  wretched  when 
left  to  commune  with  his  own  soul. 

The  extremes  of  low  and  high  spi- 
ritSy  which  occur  in  the  same  person 
at  different  times,  are  happily  illus- 
trated by  the  following  case,  related 
by  Dr.  Rush  : — *^  A  physician,  in 
one  of  the  cities  of  Italy,  ,was  once 
coDSulted  by  a  gentleman  who  was 
much  distressed  by  a  paroxysm  of 
this  intermitting  state  of  hypochon- 
driaam.  He  advised  the  melancholy 
man  to  seek  relief  in  convivial  com- 
pany, and  recommended  him  in  par- 
ticular to  find  out  a  celebrated  wit 
by  the  name  of  Cardini,  who  ,  kept 
all  the  tables  of  the  city,  to  which 


FOEBION    BODIES    IN    TOB   LARTNlt 
MISTAKEN   FOB  CBOUP. 

In  our  number  for  May  26th,  we  in- 
serted a  communication  from  Dr.  J, 
y,  C.  Smith,  giving  an  accoufkt  of  a 
child  whose  vision  was  affected  ap- 
parently by  the  irritation  of  a  foreign 
body  in  the  larynx.  In  Dr.  Smith's 
interesting  detail  of  this  case,  it  will 
be  recollected  that  the  difficulty  was 
supposed  at  first  to  be  an  attack  of 
croup,  and  treated  as  such.  Since 
the  publication  of  the  above,  we  have 
remarked  several  cases  described, 
and  others  referred  to,  in  which  the 
entanglement  of  foreign  substances 
in  the  larynx  or  trachea,  have  pro- 
duced symptoms  very  much  resem- 
bling those  of  croup.  Dr.  Reiche  is 
of  opinion  that  these  symptoms  are 
not  only  most  easily,  but  also  most 
frequently,  mistaken  for  croup.  The 
practical  caution  to  be  derived  from 
these  instances  needs  no  illustration. 
Dr.  R.  also  remarks  that  the  best 
diagnostic  marks  by  which  the  croup 
may  be  distinguished  from  the  acci- 
dent alluded  to,  is  the  frequent  cough, 
and  the  peculiar  alteration  in  the 
sound  of  the  cough  and  the  voice. 
— We  might  add,  also,  a  careful  in- 
quiry into  the  history  of  the  case. 


INJtTRIOUS    EFPBCTS    OF   MSRCURT   ON 
THE  FUNCTIONS   OF  THE  UTERUS. 

Six  cases  are  found  among  the  late 
records  of  the  Paris  venereal  hospi« 
tals,  in  which  abortioa  wm  the  evi* 
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dent  effect  of  mercurial  treatment. 
Miscarriages  have  always  been  fre- 
quent among  the  inmates  of  this  cha* 
riiy  ;  but  they  hate  usually  been  at- 
tributed to  the  disease  rather  than 
its  specific  remedy.  The  cases  al- 
luded to  seem  to  show  very  clearly 
that  this  explanation  is  not  correct, 
and  that  mercury  produces  an  inju- 
rious effect  on  the  functions  of  the* 
impregnated  uterus.  Dr.  Colson, 
who  relates  t4ie  cases,  has  also  given 
others  to  show  that  this  mineral  has 
an  e^ct  on  the  unimpregnated  ute- 
rusy  to  interrupt  its  functions,  pro- 
ducing either  uenorrhagia  or  ame- 
oorrhoea. 


the  time  of  the  report,  five  weeki 
after  the  accident,  the  leg  w|s  in 
proper  form,  but  the  patient  was  una- 
ble to  walk  without  the  aid  of  sticks. 


PARTIAL  DISLOCATION  OF   THE  KNEB. 

A  COOPER,  St.  64  years,  was  lately 
carried  to  the  Hospital  do  la  Chari- 
te^  who  had  the  knee  partially  dislo- 
cated by  a  fall  from  a  \korse.  The 
bones  of  the  thigh  and  leg  formed  an 
angle  with  each  other,  the  apex  of 
which  was  inward.  The  head  of  {\m 
tibia  was  slipped  inward,  and  the 
femur  outward.  Reduction  was  at- 
tempted by  extension,  but  this  not 
succeeding,  the  operator  placed  his 
knee  against  the  projecting  extremi- 
ty of  the  femur,  abd  then  pulled  the 
bead  of  the  tibia  toward  him  with 
great  force.  The  effort  succeeded. 
Soon  after,  the  limb  not  appearing 
quite  straight,  was  con6ned  in  the 
apparatus  for  fracturf*s  three  weeks, 
when  a  degree  of  deformity  remain- 
ing,  suspicions  were  entertained  that 
th6  internal  lateral  ligament  was  rup- 
tured. The  apparatus,  with  ban- 
dages, and  pressure  on  the  inside  of 
the  joint,  continued  a  week,  were 
found  to  remedy  the  evil;  and  at 


TALIACOTIAX    OPERATION. 

This  operation  ha^been  successfully 
performed  at  the  Glasgow  Infirmary. 
The  subject  of  it,  a  lady,  «t  37,  be- 
ing destitute  of  one  half  of  that  come- 
ly and  important  feature,  the  nose, 
desired,  more  for  convenience  tbaa 
appearance,  that  the  surgical  art 
might  try  its  best  to  accommodate 
her  with  the  other  half.  The  right 
ala  and  columna  remaining,  the  de- 
fective portion  was  very  respectably 
supplied  by  cutting  a  flap  from  the 
left  side  of  the  forehead,  and  bring- 
ing i^t  down  into  the  proper  place. 
A  roll  of  India  rubber  preserved  the 
rotundity  of  the  flap,  the  edges  of 
which  were  secured  by  four  sutures. 
The  cicatrix  on  the  forehead  became 
very  narrow,  and  the  twist  of  the 
flap  was  left  undivided,  as  its  piomi- 
nence  added  to  the  beauty  of  the 
renovated  feature. 


CANCER  OF  THE  HUMAN  MALE  RRBABT. 

A  CASE  of  this  description  was  car- 
ried to  ~  Guy's  Hospital,  London. 
The  patient,  an  unmarried  roan  of 
SO  years  of  age,  received  a  blow  on 
the  nipple  dve  years  before,  which 
was  followed  by  a  soft  tumor,  the 
size  of  which  gradually  increased  far 
two  or  three  years.  It  was  then 
exposed  to  several  successive  blows, 
became  harder,  and  the  seat  of  lan- 
cinating pains.  At  the  time  of  ad- 
mission it  was  the  size  of  a  fist,' and 
very  hard. 
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This  tumor  was  removed  by  Mr. 
Cooper,  and  a  dissection  of  h  lef^ 
DO  doubt  of  its  scirrhous  nature.  The 
.patient  bore  the  operation  ill,  and 
the  reporter  says  he  possessed  *^  a 
womanly  disease,  a  womanly  aspect, 
and  a  womanly  spirit.^'  We  object 
to  this  declaration,  as  unjust  and  un- 
genenvus  to  the  fair  subjects  of  this 
disease :  the  reporter  would  have 
evinced  a  more  accurate  practical 
observation  of  such  cases,  if  he  had 
said  of  this  man,  he  possessed  a  wo- 
manly disease,  a  womanly  aspect, 
but  not  a  womanly  fortitude  ! 


Fatal  Aneuritm  of  the  Abdominal 
Aorta, — A  man,  24  years  of  age,  had 
occasional  fits  of  vomiting  and  pnin  in 
the  belly,  and  a  preternatural  fulness 
was  perceptible  to  the  left  of  the  ti- 
nea alba.  He  died  suddenly.  A 
large  quantity  of  blood  was  found  io 
the  peritoneum  ;  and  <<  in  the  space 
between  the  liver  and  smaller  curva- 
ture of  the  stomach  was  an  aneu- 
rismal  sac,  of  the  size  of  a  large  or- 
anfe.'*  It  had  burst  anteriorly  under 
the  edge  of  the  liver,  by  an  aperture 
too  smnll  to  admit,  the  point  of  the 
little  finger.  Dr.  Maiden  is  of  opi-. 
niou  that  the  aorta  was  ruptured 
during  the  act  of  vomiting. — If.  Gaoi. 


XXTEACTION  er   FOREIGN  BODIES 
FROM  THE  EAR. 

M.  DiTPirrTREN  has  invented  a  very 
convenient  instrument  for  extracting 
foreign  substances  from  the  meatus 
auditorius.  It  is  a  pair  of  slender 
furceps,  bent  twice  at  right  angles, 
so  as  not  to  obstruct  the  view  of  the 
siirgeoo  into  the  passage.  The  ex- 
tremities of  the  arms  are  small  and 
spooo-formed,  pierced  with  fine  holes, 
aad  roughened  with  small  teeth. 


DIFFERENT  EFFECT  OF  PRISON  O^ 
GARNI  VEROUS  AND  BERBIVEROOS 
ANIMALS. 

By  a  series  of  experiments.  Professor 
Mayer,  of  Bonn,  has  ascertained  that 
the  extract  of  the  coriaria  myriifolia, 
(myrtle<*leaved  sumach),  which  acts 
as  a  violent  narcotic  poison  on  all 
caroiverous  animals,  may  be  swal- 
lowed by  those  that  are  herbiverous 
without  injury.  Large  doses  of  (ho 
extmct,  giveu  by  the  mouth,  or  ap- 
plied to  external  wounds,  produced 
oil  the  rabbit,  e.  g.,  no  seusible  ef- 
fect. 


Medical  PubUcatioru.'-The  Edi- 
tor  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the 
following  works  :-r- 

Memoirs  of  the  Life,  Writings, 
and  Character,  literary,  professionnl, 
and  religious,  of  the  late  John  Ma- 
son Goi>D,  F.R.S.  F.R.S.L.  Mem. 
Am.  Phil.  Soc.  and  F.L.S.  of  Phila- 
delphia,etc.  etc.  etc.  By  OtiNTHUs 
Gregory,  Professor  of  Matliematics 
in  the  Royal  Military  Academy,  &c. 
&c.  With  the  Sermon  occasioned 
by  his  death,  by  Charles  Jbrram, 
M.A.  Boston  :  Publiiihod  by  Crock- 
er &  Brewster,  &c.     1829.    s 

Journal  des  Progr^s  des  Sciences 
et  Institutions  Medicales  en  Europe, 
en  Amerique,  &c.  1st  vol.  Paris, 
1829. 

Also,  the  last  number  of  the  fol- 
lowing period  icals:-— 

The  New-York  Medical  and  Phy- 
sical Journal ;  The  American  Jour- 
nal of  the  Medical  Sciences.  Phila- 
delphia ;  The  Western  Journal  of 
thK  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences, 
edited  by  Daniel  Drake,  M.D.,  Cin- 
cinnati,Ohio;  The  Gazette  of  Health, 
edited  by  Richard  Reece,  M.D., 
London. 

"^  i  •    — "  *"- - 

REPORT   OF    DEATHS   IN  BOSTON, 
The  week  ending  June  12.  at  dooq. 

Of  abeceM  on  th<$  tungt,  1— convutsions,  1— 
eontuinption,  4— croup,  1— dropsy  in  Um 
brain,  1— lunfr  feTer,  l^old  age,  8— scald,  1— 
unknown,  4.  Ma1m»10— IomIm,?.  Total,  17. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


CARTER  &  HENDEE, 

.  Publishers^  Booksellers^  and  SlcUioners^ 

COR  HSR    OF    WASailVGTOBr    AUD     SCHOOL 

BTRSETS, 

KEEP  conBtantU  on  hand,  a  large 
collection  of  English,  French,  Spa^ 
nish  and  Italian  BOOKS. 

A  complete  assortment  of  MEDICAL 
BOOKS,  and  a  supply  of  the  beat  SJA- 
TIOiNARY. 

They  have  also  for  sale,  Gardner's 
Twelve  Inch  GLOBES,  and  a  supply  of 
the  most  approved  SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

All  of  which  they  will  sell,  at  whole- 
sale and  retail,  on  the  most  liberal  terms^ 

MANUEL   FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHESCOPE. 

CARTER  &  H WDEE  have  recently 
published, — A  short  Treatise  on  the 
different  Methods  of  inves4i«^atin»  Dis- 
eases of  the  Chest.  Translated  from  the 
French  of  M.  Collins,  by  W.  N.  Rttj^nd, 
M.I).  From  the  third  London  Edition, 
with  Plates,  and  an  Explanatory  Intro- 
duction, by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society. 

In  preparing  for  the  American  press  the 
English  translation  of  the  well  known  and 
highly  useful  work  of  M.  Collins,  which 
translation  has  passed  through  three  edi- 
tions in  England,  the  Editor  Uiinks  he  can 
f  render  it  more  acceptable  by  dispensing 
with  the  various  prefaces  and  introducto- 
ry remarks  which  encumber  the  last  edi- 
tion, and  by  substituting  in  their  place  an 
entirely  new  introduction,  whith  is  in- 
tended to  embrace  the  amount  of  ail  that 
it  important  in  the  prefaces  alluded  to, 
as  well  as  that  which  is  contained  in  va- 
rious abstracts  and  reviews  which  have 
appeared  of  treatises  upon  the  different 
methods  of  investigating  thoracic  diseases, 
and  in  some  other  works  which  are  not 
generally  before  the  profession  in  this 
coantrf. 

C.  &  H.  keep  constantly  for  sale  Ste- 
thetcopet  of  the  most  approved  form* 

FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  k  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  for  sale,  the  foU 


lowing  Water  Colon,  of  an   eicoellent 

quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  via:  Bistre,  Haw  Casset, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Minenll 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian E^rth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus^  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,'Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red^ 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman^s,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes. 


CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE, 

rilHE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
A  lance  for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish* 
ed  an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  convc- 
tiience  of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  tcstimoniala 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  Whitens, 
comer  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail* 
m^  themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do -it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 
mined, or  the  other  praper  measures  to  he 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  atone*  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New« 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  ig^iven,  and  written  ta«^ 
timonlals  exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lipcoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston^  Feb.  6,  1829. 


Published  weekly,  by  Johii  Cottoit,  at  184,  Washington  St.  eorner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid, — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
piid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  throe  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year .    The  postage  ior  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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CoBmimieated  for  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
Joomal* 

FOI80NINO   BTMILK. 

Bistary  of  the  Caats  of  Poisoning 
by  Milk  which  recently  occurred 
in  a  Family  in  this  Cityy  by  F. 
J.  HiGOiNsoN,  M.D.  ;  together 
with  an  •Analysis  of  the  Milky  by 
Chas.  T.  Jackson,  M.D* 

History. 

On  the  21 8t  of  May  last,  at  about 
11,  A.  M.,  I  was  caMed  to  see  a 
family  said  to  have  been  poisoned. 
The  family  consisted  of  seven,  of 
whom  four,  viz.,  the  lady  of  the 
family,  her  child  (a  girl  of  four  or 
five  years),  a  young  woman  who 
had  been  maid  in  the  family  and 
who  had  just  recovered  from  a 
pretty  severe  illness,  and  a  little 
girl,  alio  a  servant.  The  three 
remaining  members  of  the  family 
were  males,  and  were  not  at  home. 
About  two  hours  after  breakfast, 
that  is,  at  about  9,  A.M.,  the  fe- 
Bsales,  in  quick  succession  and 
with  little  warning,  wefe  taken 
with  nausea  and  vomiting.  All, 
with  the  exception  of  the  little  ser- 
vant girl,  who  refused,  soon  got 
foil  doses  of  ipecacuanha,  which, 
by  the  time  of  my  arrival,  had 
produced  ils  full  effect.  At  this 
time  the  lady  was  complaining  of 
violent  pain  in  the  stomach,  which 
had  come  on  a  few  minutes  before, 
tbe    vomitii^    having    previously 
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ceased.  Her  countenance  was 
very  pale,  her  skin  cool  and  moist, 
and  her  pulse  feeble,  though  not 
extremely  so.  She  was  soon  put 
into  bed.  Her  child  was  lying  in 
the  lap,  quiet,  and  unwilling  to  be 
disturbed,  but  not  in  much  appa- 
rent  suffering.  She  also  was  very 
pale,  her  lips  slightly  livid,  her 
skin  cool  and  moist,  and  her  pulse 
feeble.  She  had  vomited  a  great 
deal,  and  was  still  occasionally 
retching.  The  young  woman  was 
the  greatest  sufilerer.  Her  coun- 
tenance was  deadly  pale,  her  lips 
and  eyelids  sublivid,  and  her  ex- 
pression wild.  As  I  entered  she 
was  tossing  her  arms  about,  and 
stamping  violently  on  the  floor. 
She  was  however  soon  calmed,  the 
fit  being  evidently  of  an  hysteric 
character.  She  had  continual  and 
violent  retchings,  and  complained 
of  severe  pain  at  the  stomach. 
The  lUtle  girl  was  apparently  more 
easy.  Soon  after  her  attack  she 
had  a  slight  dejection,  which  re* 
lieved  her  for  some  time. 

From  the  mode  of  the  attack, 
and  their  being  simultaneously  and 
similarly  affected,  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  the  phenomena  arose 
from  a  common  cause,  and  that, 
some  noxious  substance  introduced 
into  tbe  stomach.  I  found,  on  in- 
quiry, that  their  breakfast  had 
consisted,  as  usual,  of  bread  and 
butter,  milk,  eggs,  and  coffee. 
No  fish  had  been  eaten  in  the  fa- 
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mUj  for  two  days  previously. 
Some,  but  not  all  of  the  family, 
had  eaten  cheese  the  preceding 
night.  Whatever  the  poison  might 
be,  there  was  no  question  that  it 
had  been  evacuated,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, by  the  vomiting,  and  the  first 
indication  was  to  check  the  inordi- 
nate action  of  the  stomach,  and,  if 
possible,  allay  the  pain.  Dr. 
Greorge  Hayward,  who  bad  been 
sent  for,  arriving  soon  after  me, 
was  of  the  same  opinion  ;  and  by 
his  advice,  laudanum  was  adminis- 
tered, in  large  doses,  to  all.  Where 
it  was  not  retained,  opium  pills 
were  given  with  success. 

Very  soon  our  attention  was 
called  to  the  master  of  the  honse^ 
who  had  come  home  on  hearing  of 
the  sickness  of  his  family.  He 
was  seized  in  the  same  manner 
with  the  rest.  Soon  after  this,  one 
and  then  the  other  of  the  two  re- 
maining members  of  the  household 
came  home  sick  from  their  places 
of  business.  Laudanum  was  given 
to  all  three,  and  whether  owing  to 
this,  or  some  other  cause,  they 
suffered  far  less  than  those  first 
affected.  As  soon  as  the  stomach 
became  sufficiently  quiet,  the 
comp!  infus.  sennas  was  given,  and 
repeated  in  moderate  doses.  Un- 
der this  treatment  they  mostly  im- 
proved. In  one  or  two  cases  the 
coldness  of  the  surface  increased  ; 
in  the  child  it  became  extreme, 
and  for  some  time  there  was  no 
pulse  at  the  wrist ; — she  came  to, 
however,  under  the  use  of  warm 
water  and  paregoric.  Before  2, 
P.  M.,  they  were  all  well  enough 
to  be  left.  Dr.  Hayward  saw 
tliem  again  before  4  o'clock  ;  and 
by  that  time,  the  medicine  having 
opened  the  bowels,  they  were  all 
decidedly  relieved,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  little  girl  who  was  men- 
tioned as  less  ill  than  the  rest. 


She  had  refused  medicine,  and  ac* 
cordingly  suffered  longer  than  the 
others.  On  the  next  day  a  good 
deal  of  weakness  was  the  only  ill 
effect  perceptible.  As  it  was  a 
great  object  to  ascertain,  if  possi- 
ble, the  nature  of  the  deleteriotts 
substance,  I  brought  away  about 
five  ounces  of  water,  and  as  much 
milk,  for  chemical  analysis.  The 
water  I  took  from  the  copper  boil- 
er, in  which  the  water  used  at 
breakfast  had  been  boiled.  The 
vessel  had  not  been  cleaned  for 
many  days. — So  important  a  mat- 
ter is  this,  that  it  is  a  regulation 
both  in  our  army  and  navy,  that 
the  copper  cooking  utensils  shall 
be  inspected  once  a  day  by  the 
surgeon  or  his  assistants. — The 
water  came  through  leaden  pipes, 
but  was  the  same  that  they  had 
used  for  a  year.  The  milk  was 
taken  from  an  earthen  pan,  the 
same  which  that  used  at  breakfast 
had  been  taken  from. 

The  analysis  of  the  milk  and  the 
water  was  performed  by  my  friend^ 
Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  whose  fa- 
miliarity with  the  processes  of  ana* 
lytical  chemistry  entitle  the  results 
of  his  investii^ation  to  the  fullest 
confidence.  Not  being  able  to  see 
him  when  I  left  the  substances  at 
his  house,  I  could  give  him  no  clue 
to  his  discovery.  The  next  day^ 
he  told  me  that  he  had  detected,  in 
the  milk,  sttbacetcUe  of  capper  in  verj 
sensible  qualities.  I  have  beeQ 
unable  to  discover  by  what  means 
the  poison  was  communicated  to 
the  milk.  The  account  of  the 
analysis  drawn  up  by  Dr.  JacksoD, 
and  which  is  subjoined,  puts  the 
fact  beyond  question.  It  only  shows 
the  necessity  of  great  care,  on  the 
part  of  house  keepers,  &c.,  not 
only  as  to  the  vessels  in  which 
articles  of  food  are  kept  and 
preserved,   but    also    as    to    the 
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places  'where   they  are  '  deposit- 
ed. 

Three  only  of  the  family  took 
milk  alone.  The  quantity  taken 
by  the  others  was,  of  course,  very 
small,  as  it  was  taken  in  coffee. 
What  is,  perhaps,  worthy  of  re* 
mark,  is  that  these  last  took  sugar 
with  their  coffee, — and  this  is  the 
Mibstance  which  Orfila  says  is  the 
best  antidote  to  the  poison  of  ver- 
digris. He  states,  to  be  surie,  that 
large  quantities  arc  necessary  for 
it  to  be  of  any  avail ;  but  in  these 
cases  the  quantity  of  sugar  must 
unquestionably  have  been  to  the 
quaotity  of  verdigris,  at  least,  as 
SO  to  1.  Those  who  took  milk 
alone,  however,  were  the  first 
seized.  F.  J.  Higgi^yson.. 

Analysis. 

By  request  of  my  friend,  Dr. 
Higginson,  I  made  a  chemical  ana- 
lysis of  the  milk  and  the  water 
which  were  suspected  to  have  con- 
tained some  deleterious  matter,  by 
which  a  family  of  seven  individuals 
were  dangerously  affected  with 
symptoms  such  as  usually  result 
from  the  introduction  of  some  viru- 
lent and  very  active  poisonous  agent 
into  the  stomach. 

As  several  accounts  in  the  pa- 
pers of  the  day  have  stated  the  re- 
sults of  this  examination,  and  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  a  correct 
understanding  of  the  case  as  to  the 
source  of  the  poisonous  matter,  I 
have,  by  desire  of  Dr.  H.,  consent- 
ed to  publish  the  following  state- 
ment from  my  notes,  made  at  the 
time  of  performing  the  analysis  of 
the  articles  in  question. 

The  water  used  by  this  family 
b^ir.g  subjected  to  a  strict  chemi- 
cal examination,  was  found  free 
from  any  deleterious  substance,  and 
will  not  require  any  further  atten- 
tion. 


The  whole  quantity  of  milk  sent 
to  me  for  examination  weighed  4j> 
oz.  It  had  a  turbid  appcarancCi 
though  not  coagulated,  or  sour  to 
taste  or  smell.  There  was  no  se- 
diment in  the  phial  in  which  it  was 
contained. 

Process  1st. — A  portion  of  the 
milk  was  taken,  and  being  placed 
in  a  wineglass,  was  treated  with  a 
drop  of  diluted  nitric  acid,  to  sepa- 
rate the  curd  and  the  albumen  of 
the  milk,  and  to  retain  whatever 
foreign  metallic  ingredient  it  might 
contain  in  solution.  AAer  the  curd 
&c.  had  subsided,  theclear  super- 
natant fluid  was  poured  off,  and 
then  searched,  by  chemical  reagents 
and  tests,  for  such  substances  as  it 
appeared  probable  it  might  contain. 
My  first  suspicions  fell  upon  the 
oxide  of  Leaii^  with  which  coarse 
earthen  ware  is  generally  glazed  ; 
but  neither  sulphuric  acid  nor  phos* 
phate  of  soda  gave  any  precipitate, 
whence  we  may  infer  it  did  not 
contain-  any  salt  of  lead. 

Process  2d. — Another  portion 
was  tested  for  arsenic  by  ammonia 
and  nitrate  of  silver,  but  did  not 
manifest  any  indications  of  its  pre- 
sence. The  curd  was  also  exa- 
mined m  like  manner,  without  dis- 
covering any  forfiiga  matter.  The 
only  remaining  article  which  could 
be  suspected  was  Copper^  and  this 
was,  as  we  shall  see  presently,  the 
true  source  of  the  baneful  effects 
on  the  family  concerned. 

A  polished  lancet  blade  being 
immersed  in  the  milk  which  had 
not  been  treated  by  nitric  acid,  did 
not  become  tarnished  ;  but,  when 
immersed  in  the  solution  from  which 
the  curd  had  been  separated  by  ni- 
tric acid,  the  surface  of  the  steel 
became  immediately  covered  with 
a  coating  of  metallic  copper.  Lest 
the  acid  itself  might  be  suspected 
to  be  impure,  a  portion  of  it  diiut- 
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ed  with  water,  was  tested  by  po- 
lished iron  and  by  ammonia  ;  but  it 
was  found  to  be  pure. 

From  ttie  circumstance  of  the 
copper  not  being  separated  from 
the  milk  by  the  polished  iron,  it 
appears  that  the  copper  must  have 
existed  in  the  state  of  an  oxide 
dissolved  by  the  oily  matter  of  the 
milk,  or  that  it  existed  in  the  state 
of  asubacetate^  all  the  acid  salts  of 
this  metal  being  incompatible  with 
the  uncoagulated  state  of  the  milk. 

To  determine  how  much  copper 
the  milk  contained  was  the  next 
and  the  last  step  to  complete  the 
analysis.  The  method  pursued 
was  the  most  simple;  and,  although 
it  may  be  regarded  by  some  scien- 
tific analysists  as  somewhat  coarse, 
it  is  sufficiently  correct  for  toxico- 
logical  purposes,  and  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  exempt  from  all 
suspicion  of  impurity  in  the  chemi- 
cal reagents  employed.  This  pro- 
cess was  as  follows  :— 

Two  ounces  by  weight  of  the 
poison  milk  was  poured  into  a  glass 
evaporating  basin,  and  gradually 
evaporated  to  dryness  over  the  Ar- 
gand  Lamp  furnace,  and  the  heat 
continued  until  the  residuum  was 
converted  into  a  spongy  carbona- 
ceous mass,  when  it  was  removed, 
pulverized  in  a  Wedgwood  mortar, 
and  placed  in  a  crucible  of  platina, 
over  a  small  furnace  of  charcoal  ; 
the  crucible  and  contents  were  then 
heated  to  ignition  by  urging  the  fire 
with  the  bellows.  AAer  the  carbon 
had  been  consumed,  the  ashes  con- 
tained in  the  crucible  was  removed, 
and  treated  with  diluted  nitric 
acid,  which  dissolved  all  but  a  few 
specks  of  carbon  that  had  not  been 
consumed.  The  solution,  which 
was  of  a  blue  color,  was  then  di- 
vided into  two  portions  equal  by 
measure  ;  one  of  these  was  treated 
to  excess  of  saturation  by  ammonia. 


when  it  became  of  a  fine  blue  co- 
lor, without  any  precipitate.  The 
other  half  was  poured  into  a  conical 
measuring  glass,  and  a  rod  of  polish- 
ed iron  wire  immersed  in  the  solu- 
tion and  allowed  to  remain  all  ni^ht 
undisturbed.  The  next  mornmg 
the  copper  had  precipitated  entirely 
in  a  metallic  state  upon  the  iron 
rod,  and  being  carefully  removed 
and  dried  between  folded  blotting 
paper,  weighed  half  a  grain,  which 
is  equivalent  to  four  grains  of  the 
peroxide  of  copper.  The  small 
portions  of  milk  remaining  having 
become  sour,  I  was  unable  to  pur- 
sue the  investigation  further  to  de« 
termine  the  precise  state  of  the 
oxide  in  the  milk, — to  determine 
which  would  be  very  difficult,  un- 
less a  large  quantity  could  be  con- 
sumed. 

Whence,  and  under  what  cir- 
cumstances, the  milk  contracted 
this  poison,  it  is  not  my  part  or  in- 
tention to  determine  ;  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  remarkable  that  so  large 
a  quantity  of  oxide  of  copper  should 
have  been  dissolved  in  the  milk, 
even  if  it  had  been  kept  in  a  metal- 
lic copper  vessel,  considering  the 
shortness  of  the  time  and  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  milk  was  per- 
fectly sweet. 

Chas.  T.  Jackson. 


II. 

ACTION  OF  COLCHICUM  ON  THE  URINB. 

PRorEssoR  Chelius,  of  Heidel- 
burg,  has  been  making  a  number 
of  experiments  on  the  urine  of 
those  who  take  colchicuni  for 
diflferent  complaints,  and  has  dis- 
covered a  very  curious  and  uni- 
form efl*ect  to  result  from  this 
powerful  medicine,— -namely,  a 
great  increase  of  uric  acid  in  the 
urine, — and,  consequently,  a  great 
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evacoatiOD  of  it  from  the  lystem 
at  large.  Thus  a  man,  ivho  had 
rheumatic  inflammation  and  swell* 
ing  of  the  joints,  was  put  upon  the 
use  of  colchicum,  his  urine  being 
first  examined,  and  found  to  con- 
tain 0,069  of  uric  acid,  free  or 
combined  with  ammonia.  In  four 
days  after  the  colchicura  was 
commenced,  and  that  in  moderate 
doses,  it  rose  from  69  to  76.  On 
the  eighth  day  it  was  91,  and  on 
the  twelfth  day  it  was  102.  In 
short,  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight, 
the  quantity  of  uric  acid  was  dou- 
bled. Experiments  were  made 
on  a  great  number  of  individuals, 
chiefly  laboring  under  gouty, 
rheumatic,  and  neuralgic  affec- 
tions, and  all  with  the  same  re- 
sult,— ^a  great  increase  of  the  uric 
acid.  Professor  Chelius  thinks 
that  this  operation  of  the  colchi- 
cum  may  lead  to  some  elucidation 
of  the  specific  ef&cacy  of  the 
medicine  in  various  diseases,  and 
perhaps  may  throw  some  light  on 
the  nature  of  those  diseases  them- 
selves. The  Professor  appears 
to  employ  the  colcbicum,  with 
great  success,  in  neuralgia  of  the 
face,  in  sciatica,  rheumatic  oph- 
thalmia, dropsy  of  the  joints,  and 
in  certain  paralytic  affections  of 
the  lower  extremities  connected 
with  the  arthritic  diathesis.  We 
would  recommend  the  medical 
practitioners  of  this  country  to 
note  the  effects  of  colcbicum 
on  the  urine,  as  the  increase  of 
uric  acid  may  lead  to  the  useful 
employment  of  this  remedy  in 
some  diseases  to  which  it  is  not 
now  applied. — Med.  Chir.  Rev. 

III. 

OLD  ULCERATIONS  OF  THE  TONGUE, 

M.    Magendie,    of    Paris,   has 
published  two  cases  of  old  ulcera- 


tions of  the  tongue  and  pharynx, 
(considered  by  some  eminent  sur- 
geons cancerous,  and  by  otherii 
pseudo-syphilitic,  and  by  all  as 
incurable,)  which  yielded  to  full 
doses  of  iodine. 

*'  The  first  case  was  that  of  a 
female  of  lymphatic  tempera- 
ment, who  had  enjoyed  good  health 
till  the  age  of  thirty,  when  men- 
struation became  irregular,  and 
epileptiform  attacks  supervened. 
After  a  time  ulcers  broke  out  on 
various  parts  of  the  body  and  the 
limbs  :  some  exfoliations  of  the 
tibi®  and  bones  of  the  arm  also 
took  place.  Excrescences  were 
now  seen  on  the*  pharynx  and 
tongue,  and  the  attendant  physi- 
cian, conceiving  the  complaint  to 
be  syphilitic,  notwithstanding  the 
positive  denial  of  the  woman,  she 
was  put  upon  a  mercurial  course. 
Under  this  treatment  the  ulcera- 
tions of  thebocy  and  limbs  healed; 
but  those  of  the  tongue  increased. 
In  the  course  of  time  the  patient 
lost  her  voice,  which  was  attri- 
buted to  ulceration  of  the  chords 
vocales.  In  this  deplorable  con- 
dition, M.  Magendie  ordered  a  so- 
lution of  the  hydriodate  of  potash 
to  be  exhibited,  and  the  dose  to 
be  grad4ially  increased,  till  it 
amounted  to  thirty-six  drops  in 
the  day.  The  good  effects  were 
soon  conspicuous.  The  surface 
of  the  ulcerations  cleaned,  and, 
in  fifteen  days,  those  of  the  tongue 
were  completely  healed.  In  a 
little  more  than  a  month  the  other 
ulcers  were  also  cicatrized. 

'^'Case  II. — A  female,  aged 
forty-one  years,  had  been  in  the 
Hospital  Saint  Louis  four  years 
previously  for  large  ulcerations 
on  the  legs.  She  had  scarcely 
left  the  hospital,  apparently 
cured,  when  she  was  seized  with 
difficulty  of  breathing,  pain  in  the 
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region  of  the  larjnx,  and  complete 
loss  or  Foice.  These  symptoms 
continued,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
large  ulcers  broke  out  on  the  face 
and  neck,  as  well  as  on  the  tongoe. 
Various  modes  of  treatment  had 
been  put  in  practice,  but  without 
much  relief,  and  she  entered  the 
InBrmary  of  the  Salp^tri^re  in 
March,  1827,  three  rears  after 
the  commencement  of  the  facial 
ulcerations.     Her  nose  was  now 


almost  demolished, — ^rarions  fun- 
gous ulcers  were  spread  over  the 
face  and  tongue,— deglutition  was 
very  difficult,—- the  respiration 
was  impeded, — ^articulation  al- 
most annihilated.  On  the  27th 
of  June  the  patient  was  put  on 
the  use  of  tincture  of  iodine,  and 
the  dose  was  gradually  increased. 
The  ulcerations  at  last  were  en- 
tirely healed,  and  a  complete 
cure  is  now  effected." 


SK£TCHES  OF  PBRIODICAL  LITERATURB. 


ARTICULATION  INDBPXNDENT    OF  A 
1AA.RYNX. 

This  occurred  in  an  individual  at 
Toulon,  in  France,  who  several  times 
attempted  to  destroy  himself  by  cut- 
ting his  throat.  The  consequence 
was  the  complete  occlusion  of  the 
larynx,  and  the  formation  of  a  fistu- 
lous air  passage  at  the  place  of  the 
wound.  Notwithstanding  this  cir- 
cumstance, he  was  able,  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  which  was  se- 
veral years,  to  express  himself  in 
such  manner  as  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood without  much  difficulty. 


ANALOGIES  IN  THE  FORMATION  OF 
THE  BONES. 

In  a  late  number  of  the  Bulletin  des 
Sciences  Medicales,  we  find  some 
speculations,  more  curious,  perhaps, 
than  useful,  on  the  analogies  which 
may  be  traced  in  the  formation  of 
the  bones  in  different  parts  of  the 
body.  Among  the  parts  thus  com- 
pared are  the  scapula  with  the  ilium, 
the  corocoid  process  with  the  ischi- 
um^  and  the  clavicle  with  the  pubis. 
This  completes  the  general  analogy 


between  the  shoulder  and  the  pelvis. 
The  arm  and  the  thigh,  also,  offer 
many  points  of  resemblauc.e,  as  do 
likewise  the  forearm  and  the  leg,  the 
wrist  and  the  instep,  the  hand  and 
the  foot.  It  appears  to  have  been 
also  contemplated  to  institute  a  pa- 
rallel between  the  skull  and  the  sa- 
crum, the  coccyx  and  the  atlas  ;  but 
the  points  of  resemblance  being  un- 
fortunately few  and  far  between,  this 
part  of  the  plan  is  reluctantly  aban* 
doned, — a  circumstance  ever  to  be 
regretted  by  the  lovers  of  true  philo- 
sophy. In  the  other  corresponding 
parts,  M.  Gerdy^s  investigations  fur- 
nish him  with  abundant  proofs  of 
harmony  of  structure ,  as  well  as  si- 
milarity in  design ;  or  when  a  decided 
difference  occurs  in  place  of  the 
conformity  which  should  have  beea 
discovered,  the  author  finds  an  apo- 
logy for  nature's  error  by  pleading 
that  the  end  justifies  the  means ;  and 
that  if  the  parts  do  not  correspond 
It  is  merely  because  they  happened 
to  be  made  for  very  different  pur- 
poses; and  since,  exceptio  probat 
regulam,  the  diversities  in  question 
confirm  rather  than  invalidate   the 
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soondness  of  the  theory.  lodepend- 
ently,  however,  of  this  easy  method 
of  solving  difficulties  and  reconciling 
CMitradictions,  it  must  be  confessed 
that  M.  Gerdy  has  illustrated  his 
doclrinto  with  equal  fairness  and  in- 
genuity. The  following  is  an  abridg- 
ed statement  of  his  parallel  between 
the  scapula  and  the  os  ilium,  and 
must  serve  our  readers  for  a  sample 
of  the  whole  production. 

The  shoulder  is  formed  by  the 
scapula,  which  has  a  remarkable 
process,  the  corocoid,  and  the  clavi- 
cle ; — its  counterpart,  the  pelvis,  is 
formed  by  the  ilium,  the  ischium, 
and  the  pubis.  The  scapula  is  flat- 
tened, the  ilium  is  so  likewise  ;  it  is 
hollowed  inwardly,  and  its  cavity 
corresponds  to  the  viscera  of  the 
chest,  but  does  not  touch  them  ;  the 
ilium  is  concave  within,  and  by  this 
concavity  affords  a  support  to  the 
abdominal  viscera.  The  scapula  has 
three  edges  connected  by  angles ; 
ooe  spinal,  another  cephalic,  the 
third  external  or  axillary.  The  ilium 
also  presents  three, — the  first  spinal, 
the  second  caudal,  the  third  external 
or  inguinal.  The  spinal  edge  of  the 
scapula  corresponds  to  the  spinal 
column,  and  gives  attachment  to 
large  muscles;  the  spinal  edge  of 
tbe  ilium  has  also  a  relation  to  the 
spinal  column,  and  gives  attachment 
to  large  muscles.  The  cephalic  edge 
of  the  scapula  is  short,  sloping,  and 
gives  origin  to  tbe  corocoid  process  ; 
the  caudal  edge  of  the  ilium  is  abo 
short  and  sloped,  and  gives  origin  to 
tbe  ischium,  which  corresponds  to 
tbe  corocoid.  The  spinal  and  ce- 
phalic edges  of  the  scapula  are  se* 
parated  by  the  superior  internal  angle 


of  that  bone  ;  the  spinal  and  caudal 
edges  of  the  ilia  by  their  posterior 
spinous  processes.  The  latter  are 
thicker  and  more  extended  ;  but  this 
disposition  is  in  conformity  with  the 
functions  of  the  inferior  extremities, 
and  permits  the  ilium  to  form  a  solid 
union  with  the  trunk. 

We  presume,  in  his  next  paper, 
Mr.  G.  will  point  out  the  analogy 
existing  between  the  structure  of 
the  Mium  commune  and  tbe  geologi- 
cal formation  of  tbe  earth  ;  or,  per- 
haps, the  strong  points  of  resem- 
blance between  the  contents  of  cer- 
tain human  pericrania,  and  the  ma- 
chine on  which  the  perruquier  form9 
hi3  piricrdnes  artificids^ 


MEPIOAL  OFFICERS. 

Much  is  said  in  the  London  journals 
of  late  on  the  propriety  of  having 
medical  men  in  the  office  of  coroner^ 
and  in  tbe  legislature.  The  bearing 
of  these  propositions  on  medical  ju- 
risprudence and  anatomical  science, 
is  worthy  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession and  the  public.  We  propose 
to  speak  more  at  large  on  the  latter 
subject  at  a  future  and  more  appro- 
priate season. 

ACSTATB  OF  MORPHIlfa. 

Tetanus  and  other  spasmodic  affee* 
tions  have  been  found  to  be  greatly 
under  the  control  of  the  acetate  of 
morphine  externally  applied  to  a  blis- 
tered surface.  The  following  em- 
brocation to  the  spine  is  recommend- 
ed, and  said  to  be  efficacious  in  hoop- 
ing cough. 

R.  Solut  Acet.  Morph.  g  m. 
Alcohol.  Dilut.  3  '"• 
Camph.  3i* 
Add  Pjrolig.  in,    M« 
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UVU  NATHAN  SMITH. 

Ws  have  before  us  an  Address,  de- 
livered to  the  medical  class  of  Bow^ 
doin  College,  (Maine,)  by  the  Pre* 
sident  of  that  flourishing  Institution. 
It  was  occasioned  by  the  decease  of 
the  celebrated  Surgeon  whose  name, 
above  written,  is  very  generally 
known  and  respected  in  this  country, 
and  whose  history  is  intimately  con* 
nected  with  that  of  several  medical 
schools  of  standing  and  respectability. 
Dr.  Smith  was  one  of  those  enter* 
prising  and  useful  men,  who,  Impel- 
led by  the  double  motive  of  a  love  of 
distinction,  and  a  desire  of  elevating 
the  character  and  extending  the  be- 
nefits of  a  favorite  science,  regarded 
personal  sacrifices  as  necessary  in 
efiecting  any  great  object,  and  there- 
fore resolved  to  submit  to  them 
without  hesitation  or  murmuring. 
In  his  march  to  fame,  be  heeded  not 
toils  of  body  or  mind  ;  if  danger  was 
to  be  brookedj  or  great  enterprises 
iindertaken,  be  was  found  leading 
the  way  with  a  bold  and  firm  spirit, 
which  was  not  to  be  cowered  by 
deferred  hope  or  temporary  disap- 
pointment ;  if  local  attachments  or 
the  ties  of  friendly  Intercourse  were 
in  his  path,  his  mind  rose  over  them, 
as  over  obstacles  df  a  less  elevated 
nature.  In  bis  practice  as  a  Surgeon, 
he  was  judicious,  skilful,  and  success- 
ful ;  in  bis  intercourse  with  society, 
he  was  attractive  in  manner,  enter- 
taining and  instructive  in  conversa- 
tion, ardent  and  generous  in  his  feel- 
ings ;  in  his  family,  he  was  anxious, 
affectionate,  and  beloved. 


With  sQch  a  tbeme»  Preeident 
Allen  undertakes  not  so  much  an 
eulogy  as  a  biography,->->a  species  of 
composition  with  which  he  is  well 
known  to  be  familiar.  His  intro- 
ductory remarks  are  unhappy.  We 
regret  that  he  should  have  under- 
taken the  difficult  task  of  drawing  a 
comparison  between  the  rank  of 
different  professions.  As  medical 
men  we  cannot  complain  of  the  high 
place  he  has  so  justly  assigned  the 
Physician  ;  but  this  whole  subject  is 
treated  in  a  manner  far  below  the 
estimated  talents  of  the  author:  it 
displays,  in  our  apprehension,  neither 
good  taste,  sound  sense,  nor  moral 
acumen.  What  he  says  of  the  states- 
man, for  example,  evinces  a  lower 
estimate  of  the  value  of  laws  than 
we  should  have  expected  from  the 
Principal  of  a  College  which  is  go- 
verned by  them.     It  is  as  follows  :— 

^^  The  race  of  statesmen  may  be 
of  some  advantage,  although  it  is 
understood  by  the  intelligent,  that 
their  wisest  measures  are  such  as 
interfere  the  least  with  individual 
enterprise ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
they  are  wisest  when  they  make  the 
fewest  enactments, — wisest,  general- 
ly, when  they  do  nothing.  All  that 
man  wants  from  government  is  pro- 
tection from  injury  and  freedom  of 
action.  The  host  of  laws  which  en- 
courage immoralities,  such  as  lotte- 
ries aud  many  licenses,  or  which 
confer  monopolies,  exclusive  privi^ 
leges,  and  unpartieipated  rights^  and 
which  lay  shackles  on  industry,— 
and  such  are  the  greater  part  of  hu- 
man laws, — are  worse  tl;ian  useless. 
Besides,  a  great  statesman  is  apt  to 
seize  upon  a  great  project,  and  a  gt^kt 
project  is  uaually  full  of  milchief." 
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'  Our  author  next  goes  on  to  exa- 
mine the  influence  which  his  profef* 
aional  pnrsuiu  must  eiert  on  the  re- 
ligious character  of  the  Physician ; 
and  this  sabject|  which  b  pursued  at 
some  lengthy  is  treated  with  a  clear- 
ness and  justness  of  perception,  an 
elevation  of  thought  and  sentiment^ 
and  an  eloquencoi  which  command 
the  feelings  of  the  reader,  and  set  in 
a  strong  light  the  high  moral  respon* 
sibilities  which  rest  on  those  whose 
daily  occupations  urge  on  them  strong 
and  matchless  proofs  of  the  existence^ 
power,  and  wisdom  of  God,  the  cer* 
tainty  of  death,  the  shortness  of  life, 
and  the  pervading  supports  afforded 
by  the  religious  principle. 

In  the  course  of  these  remarks  of 
President  Allen,  which  every  physi- 
cian will  read  with  benefit  as  well  as 
pleasure,  one  opinion  is  advanced, 
we  think  with  rather  too  much  con- 
fidence. It  is  this  : — ''  To  know 
anything  of  the  mind,  be  (the  Physi- 
cian) must  lay  aside  the  kuife,  and 
must  think."  By  this  declaration 
the  learned  author  intends  to  express 
his  entire  disbelief  in  the  doctrine  of 
materialism  ;  and  so  far  as  this  goes 
it  answers  well  its  purpose.  It  is, 
however,  a  principle  which,  carried 
too  far  into  intellectual  philosophy, 
may  lead  to  some  serious  errors* 
That  reflection, — a  turning  of  the 
mind  in  upon  itself, — is  necessary  to 
a  knowledge  of  its  powers  and  func- 
tions, is  undoubted ;  but  that  the 
pursuit  of  this  knowledge  is  not 
greatly  facilitated  and  advanced  by 
the  simultaneous  use  of  the  knife, 
we  apprehend  few  philosophers  at 
this  day  will  venture  to  asserL 

One  reason  of  the    uncertainty 


which  exists  on  subjects  of  intellect* 
ual  philosophy,  may  be  found  in  the 
very  doctrine  advanced  by  President 
Allen.  The  mind,  and  the  brain 
its  organ,  have  been  studied  sepa- 
rately. They  have  been  considered 
subjects  for  the  investigation  of  en* 
tirely  different  classes  of  philoso- 
phers. The  mind  has  been  the 
study  of  metaphysicians,  and  the 
brain  of  anatomists.  We  agree  with 
Dr.  A.  that  aneUamiiis  have  confined 
their  researches  too  much  to  the 
Miructure  of  the  brain  ;  for  the  most 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  structure 
of  an  organ  does  not  alone  teach  ua 
what  are  its  functions.  An  anato* 
mist  might  dissect  the  stomach  or 
the  liver  till  his  vbion  and  his  years 
were  expended,  wiihout  suspecting 
the  nature  of  the  functions  performed 
by  those  viscera ;  and  the  same  is 
true  with  regard  to  the  brain.  But 
we  believe  that  metaphyticians  have 
erred  as  much  on  the  other  hand,  by 
relying  exclusively  on  their  own  re- 
flections ; — without  regard  to  what 
they  considered  the  peculiar  province 
of  the  faculty,  without  once  dreaming 
of  dissections,  they  have  endeavored 
to  find  out  the  laws  which  regulate 
the  human  understanding  by  an  ob- 
servation of  their  own  minds.  Se- 
cluded from  all  but  their  own  con- 
templations, they  have  labored  to 
search  out  the  peculiarities  of  their 
own  intellects,  and  then  given  to  the 
world  these  peculiarities  as  the  fixld 
doctrines  of  the  mind. 

In  mental  philosophy,  as  in  every 
other,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
there  are  no  two  things  precisely 
alike  ;  indeed,  there  can  scarcely  be 
found  a  greater  variety  than  in  the 
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moral  aod  lotellectual  maoifestations 
of  different  men.  It  is,  therefore, 
just  as  absurd  to  draw  general  con- 
clasioos  from  the  study  of  one  mind, 
as  it  would  be  to  examine  minutely 
the  sise,  texture,  and  nature,  of  a 
single  tree,  and  declare  the  result  to 
be  a  true  description  of  the  forest. 
—•In  order  to  pursue  this  study  to 
advantage,  we  must  go  abroad  among 
men  ;  we  must  exercise  our  faculties 
not  in  the  closet,  but  in  the  world  ; 
and,  with  a  careful*  and  extended 
observation  of  the  talents,  tastes,  sen- 
timents, and  dispositions  of  difierent 
individuals,  (ourself  forming  but  one 
of  the  many,)  we  must  unite  a  minute 
examination  of  the  organ  which  is 
the  seat  and  instrument  of  all  these 
various  powers  and  functions.  If 
we  are  ever  to  arrive  at  any  true  and 
certain  knowledge  on  this  noble 
subject,  it  is,  we  apprehend,  by  a 
course  of  investigation  thus  freed 
from  the  errors  of  both  the  anato- 
mists and  metaphysicians ;  it  is  not 
by  laying  aside  the  knife,  but  by 
uniting  thought  and  observation  with 
a  careful  and  assiduous  use  of  it. 

Having  been  led  into  this  digres- 
sion by  a  short  but  expressive  sen- 
tence in  the  address,  we  proceed  to 
give  a  history  of  Dr.  Smith,  as  we 
gather  the  incidents  from  bis  biogra- 
pher. 

This  energetic  practitioner  was 
bgrn,  it  seems,  at  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
on  the  30ih  of  September,  1762. 
His  father,  who  was  a  respectable 
farmer,  removed  soon  after  to  Ches- 
ter, Vermont.  Thus  reared  at  the 
very  foot  of  the  Green  Mountains, 
our  youthful  genius  could  not  but 
imbibe  a  taste  for  the  wildness  of  the 


mountain  scenery  and  the  free  and 
bounding  pleasures  of  the  woods,  as 
well  as  for  the  healthful  toils  of  a 
farmer's  life.  It  may  be  that  he  here 
contracted  that  habit  of  roaming 
which  was  distinguisbablv  t^roogb 
his  whole  life  $  for  he  not  only  flou- 
rished, as  will  be  shown,  in  different 
towns  and  States,  but  was  as  much  in 
his  element  when  clad  in  the  apparel 
of  the  sportsman,  as  when  operating 
with  the  needle  or  the  knife. 

•*In  the  frontier  forests  of  Ver- 
mont,''says  our  author,  *<  there  some- 
times lurked  a  more  formidable  ene- 
my than  the  bear  or  wolf.  The 
prowling  Indian  occasionally  created 
alarm.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  the  work  of 
the  tomahawk  was  purchased  with 
British  gold.  Burgoynte,  in  his  cele- 
crated  proclamation,  held  forth  the 
terrors  of  the  savage  yell  and  war 
whoop.  Dr.  Smith  once  encounter- 
ed the  hardships  and  dangers  of  an 
expedition  against  the  Indians,  and 
narrowly  escaped  a  bullet,  aimed  at 
him  by  a  son  of  the  forest  from  his 
place  of  ambush.  At  another  time, 
on  a  hunting  excursion  in  the  winter, 
at  a  distance  from  home,  a  thaw  ren- 
dered his  return  impracticable  for 
several  days,  during  which  he  had 
no  food  but  the  flesh  of  his  game. 
Feeble  and  sick,  witli  difficulty  be 
regained  his  father^s  house,  where 
he  sufiered  an  illness  of  several 
months.  Such  was  his  manner  of 
life  till  he  was  twenty-four  years  of 
age." 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  S. 
was  limited  ;  it  was  sufficient,  howe- 
ever,  to  entitle  him  to  admission  at 
the  University,  and  it  is  unfortunate 
that  he  did  not  enjoy  the  advantages 
a  University  education  would  have 
given  him  in  a  profession  for  which 
he  had  a  natural  fondness.  There 
ia  nothing  enchanting  to  a  general 
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observer,  in  a  surgical  operation ;  yet 
it  was  on  witnessing  sacli  a  scene 
that  Mr.  Smith  first  discovered  '^  an 
irresistible  desire  of  becoming  a  stu- 
dent in  medicine.^  He  pursued  his 
professional  studies  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  venerable  Dr.  Josiab 
GoodhuOi  of  Putney,  and,  the  usual 
term  having  expired,  commenced  the 
practice  of  Physic  and  Surgery  at 
Cornish,  N.  H.  Soon  after  this  he 
resorted  to  Cambridge,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  medical  and  philo- 
sophical lectures  at  Harvard  College ; 
and  in  1790,  having  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  in  Medicine,  re- 
turned to  his  former  residence.  It 
was  here,  in  the  intervals  of  his  pro- 
fessional occupations,  that  he  project- 
ed a  plan  for  a  medical  school,  to  be 
attached  to  Dartmouth  College  ;  and 
having  procured  the  approbation  of 
Piesident  Wheelock,  he  again  left 
Cornish  in  1796,  and  embarked  for 
Europe,  with  the  purpose  of  procure 
ing  the  necessary  apparatus  for  com- 
mencing the  school.  Whilst  abroad, 
his  time  appears  to  have  been  spent 
in  attending  the  lectures  of  celebrated 
teachers ;  and  it  was,  in  those  days, 
so  rare  a  thing  for  a  wanderer  frqm 
this  western  wilderness  to  be  seen  in 
the  medical  schools  of  Europe,  that 
he  received  every  attention  and  faci- 
lity for  effecting  the  objects  of  his 
visit.  That  he  was  well  esteemed 
is  shown  by  the  fact,  that  after  leav- 
ing London  he  was  chosen  member 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  that  city  ; 
but  of  the  visible  apparatus  for  a 
achool  he  was  the  moans  of -procur- 
ing, we  have  only  the  following  ac- 
count :•«- 

''From    Edinburgh    he    sent    to 


Dartmouth  medical  books  to  the  va- 
lue of  thirty  pounds,  which  books, 
as  he  said  in  one  of  his  letters,  he 
hoped  the  trustees  of  the  college 
would  purchase,  as  he  could  ill  bear 
the  expense.  At  London  be  pro- 
cured, also,  as  far  as  he  deemed  in- 
dispensable for  commencing  the  pro- 
posed medical  inslitutioD,  an  appara- 
tus for  anatomy,  surgery,  and  che- 
mistry." 

The  proposed  institution  was 
opened  in  1798,  and  was  the  fourth 
medical  School*  ever  established  in 
the  United  States.  The  first  lectures 
were  given  by  Drs.  Smith  and  Lyman 
Spaulding,  and  among  the  honors 
conferred  that  year,  was  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  on  Dr.  Smith, 
who  was  also  appointed  sole  Professor 
in  the  medical  School.  In  this  res- 
ponsible station  he  had  no  coadjutor 
till  1810,  when  Dr.  Cyrus  Perkins, 
now  of  New-York,  was  appointed 
Professor  of  Anatomy. 

In  1813  we  find  Dr.  Smith  taking 
leave  of  Hanover,  and  accepting  the 
appointment  to  the  Chair  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and 
Surgery  in  the  School  then  about  to 
be  opened  at  Yale  College,  where 
the  succeeding  sixteen  years  of  his 
life  were  passed  in  lecturing  to  the 
medical  students,  in  the  active  and 
extensive  exercise  of  his  duties  as 
Physician  and  Surgeon,  and  in  ga- 
thering, both  as  a  Professor  and 
practitioner,  that  enviable  distinction 
which  is  now  generally  accorded  him. 

In  1821,  having  encouraged  the 
authorities  of  Bowdoin  College  in 
their  project  of  establishing  a  medical 
school  at  Brunswick,  and  promised 
to  codperate  in  its  execution,  he  be- 

*  There  are  now  twenty. 
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came  the  first  lecturer  in  that  school 
also,  and  delivered  a  course  embrac- 
ing all  the  subjects  taught  in  the 
school,  except  Chemistry,  in  which 
branch  Bowdoin  College  has  long 
enjoyed  the  able  and  profound  in- 
structions of  one  of  the  ablest  che- 
mists and  mineralogists  of  the  age.* 
There  were  but  twenty-one  young 
gentlemen  who  attended  this  first 
course,  and  the  biographer  attributes 
the  rapid  advances  of  the  school,  in 
a  great  degree,  to  the  reputation, 
skill  and  experience  of  Dr.  Smith. 
Of  this  there  can  be  little  doubt,  for 
his  reputiittun  as  a  Surgeon  was  so 
rgreat  as  to  induce  the  afflicted  to 
«eek  relief  at  his  hands  from  diflerent 
and  distant  parts  of  the  State.  Dur- 
ing the  first  course  of  lectures,  for 
example,  he  couched  nearly  twenty 
«yes  for  the  cataract.  One  eye  was 
completely  removed ;  a  leg  was  am- 
putated ;  and  various  other  surgical 
operations  were  performed  by  him. 

After  five  years  he  relinquished 
Ills  connection  with  Bowdoin  College, 
and  again  confined  the  sphere  of  his 
labors  to  New-Haven^  where  he 
shortly  after  sickened,  and  died  of  a 
palsy  on  the  26ih  of  January  last,  in 
the  67th  year  of  his  ago.  In  his  last 
hours  he  was  consoled  by  the  anxious 
solicitudes  of  an  afiectiooate  family, 
by  the  kind  attentions  of  some  of  his 
former  pupils,  by  the  retrospection 
of  a  life  spent  in  doing  good,  and  by 
the  belief  that  <'  be  died  in  the  faith 
and  hopes  of  the  gospel.'^ 


EXTIRPATION   OF   THE  SPLEEN. 

This  operation  has  been  performed 
by  one  individual  on  twenty-seven 

*  Professor  Cleveland,  aathor  of  an 
elementary  work  on  Mioeralog'j. 


living  animals ;  and  to  judge  from  the 
meagre  results  which  have  been  ob- 
tained, the  cause  of  science  has  cer- 
tainly been  little  benefited  by  the 
time  and  labor  bestowed  on  them : 
we  might  say  the  same  of  the  causa 
of  humanity,  did  not  the  word  sound 
strangely  to  us  in  such  connection. 

We  gave,  last  week,  some  experi- 
ments on  living  animals,  which,  in 
their  results,  aqd  some  striking  traits 
of  character,  are  not  very  dissimilar 
to  those  here  alluded  to  ;  we  regret 
to  add,  however,  that  these  last  were 
no  fiction  ; — they  were  really  per- 
formed, and  the  results  have  been  as 
follows  : — Death  ensued  in  one  in- 
stance, and  in  this  animal  another 
operation  had  previously  been  per- 
formed. In  the  rest,  after  the  wounds 
were  healed,  it  was  not  remarked 
that  the  functions  were  greatly  de- 
ranged. The  stomach  continued  to 
digest  food,  but  when  the  animab 
had  eaten  too  much  or  too  fast,  vo- 
miting ensued  with  great  facility, — a 
circumstance  which  was  probably 
owing  to  the  local  irritation  of  the 
diaphragm  from  the  wound.  The 
bile  was  secreted,  but  in  rather  less 
quantity  than  usual,  and  lymph  drawn 
from  the  thoracic  duct  presented  the 
usual  properties.  If  the  operation 
is  performed  on  young  animals,  it 
does  not  interfere  with  their  subse- 
quent growth,  and  nutrition  seems 
to  go  on  with  the  same  rapidity  as 
ever.  The  only  function  which  ap- 
pears to  suffer  from  the  removal  of 
the  spleen  is  that  of  procreation.  In 
those  in  which  this  faculty  has  not 
yet  appeared  it  developes  itself  more 
slowly,  and  where  it  already  exists 
is  considerably  impaired. 

Dogs  in  whom  the  operation  has 
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been  performed,  seem  to  acquire  in* 
creased  speed  in  running. 


CUKE  DKS  RAISINS, 

A  CURIOUS  mode  of  treating  dyspep- 
tic complaints,  induced  by  high  liv- 
ing, irregularity  in  diet,  &c.,  is  adopt- 
ed at  Frankfort,  in  Germany.  In 
consists  in  sending  the  patient  into 
the  country  during  the  vintage  sea- 
son, to  live  on  fresh  grapes.  Lodg- 
iDgs  are  engaged  in  favorable  situa- 
tions, with  the  understanding  that  the 
individual  is  to  be  furnished  with 
about  three  pounds  of  grapes  daily. 
These  are  taken  from  the  vines  at 
three  meals  ;  the  second  one,  or  din- 
ner, to  be  at  1  o'clock.  No  other 
article  of  diet  is  permitted  except  a 
little  bread.  While  under  this  treat- 
ment the  patient  rises  eaily,  and  goes 
to  bed  at  8  or  9  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing; and  the  cure  is  usually  com- 
pleted in  about  a  month. 


TANNIN  IN  UTBRINE  HEMORRHAGE. 

Tbcrb  are  few  practitioners  who 
have  not  felt  the  want  of  some  more 
certain  means  than  we  possess,  of 
arresting  uterine  hemorrhage  or  pro- 
tracted menorrhoea.  It  is  therefore 
worthy  of  notice  that  tannin  has 
been  found  particularly  efficacious  in 
such  cases.  Five  instances  are  re- 
lated by  Dr.  Porta  in  an  Italian  jour- 
nal, (Annali  Universali  di  Medicint,) 
in  which  it  proved  curative*  in  a  few 
days,  after  other  remedies  had  failed. 
Dr.  Porta  states  that  these  are 
only  a  few  of  the  numerous  cases  in 
which  he  has  employed  the  tannin 
with  success;  and,  during  three 
years,  be  has  only  met  with  two 
cases  in  which  it  failed.  From  the 
repeated  opportnnhtes  he  has  had  of 
observing  its  action.  Dr.  P.  has 
drawn  the  following  corollaries  :— 


1st.  That  this  medicine  acts  in  a 
particwkr  manner  upon  the  attras^ 
when  that  organ  is  the  seat  of  an 
irritation  which  gives  rise  to  hemor* 
rhage,  and  when  this  bleeding  results- 
from  chronic  metritis. 

2dly.  In  hemorrhage  arising  fron» 
acute  metritis,  it  is  necessary  first  to> 
combat  the  inflammation  by  repeated 
sanguineous  evacuations,  and  then  to 
have  recourse  to  the  tannin. 

Sdly.  It  has  no  beneficial  effect  in 
those  hemorrhages  which  are  the 
result  of  organic  alteration  of  the 
uterus. 

4thly.  This  remedy  ought  to  be 
preferred  to  all  others  in  the  treat- 
ment of  uterine  hemorrhage,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  promptitude  with 
which  it  causes  the  symptoms  to  dis- 
appear, but  because  the  dose  neces* 
aary  for  ttils  purpose  is  so  small  as 
not  to  disagree  with  the  stomach 
even  of  debilitated  and  irritable 
persons.     The  dose  is  about  two  grs. 


Disease  of  the  Heart  caused  hy 
Onanism. — Dr.  Krimer,  of  Aach, 
has  lately  published  an  interesting 
paper  on  this  subject.  Our  own 
experience  has  furnished  us  with 
several  opportunities  of  seeing  cases 
of  the  kind  he  describes ;  and,  as 
the  subject  has  not  hitherto  been 
particularly  discussed,  we  shall  give 
the  leading  points  of  bis  communica- 
tion. 

Dr.  K.  is  of  opinion  that  diseases 
of  the  heart,  which  have  increased 
so  much  within  the  last  twenty  years, 
do  not  always  depend  upon  organic 
alteration,  but  are  very  frequently 
produced  by  the  baneful  land  la- 
mentably frequent  practice  of  the 
vice  of  onanism.  Headachs,  great 
anxiety,  palpitations,  faintness,  an 
oppression  and  unusual  sensibility 
in  the  epigastric  region,  are  the  first 
symptoms  produced.  They  increase 
in  severity  in  proportion  as  the  sub- 
ject gives  way  to  the  gratification  of 
his  unnatural  propensity,  and  quickly 
diminish,  or  cease  altogether,  if  he 
abandons  it.  To  support  his  opinions, 
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Dr.  K.  states  many  cases.  He  enu- 
merates the  following  symptoms  as 
pathognomic  of  such  affections  of 
the  heart ;  by  an  attention  to  which, 
the  practitioner  will  be  enabled  to 
distinguish  the  train  of  symptoms 
from  other  diseases  which  are  not 
itnfrequently  suspected. 

1.  The  hair  loses  its  natural  bril- 
liancy, is  remarkably  dry,  and  fre- 
quently splits  at  the  extremities.  It 
fiills  off  easily  and  in  large  quantities, 
especially  from  the  fore  part  of  the 
bead.  In  persons  affected  with 
consuropfion,  or  organic  disease  of 
the  heart,  the  hairs  appear  well 
nourished,  and  rarely  fall  off. 

2.  The  eyes  are  dull,  downcast, 
frequently  full  of  tears,  without  ex- 
pression, and  deeply  sunken  in  their 
c»rbits.  The  edges  of  the  eyelids 
are  reddish,  and  surrounded  by  a 
Uuish  tint*  In  phthisical  patients, 
and  those  with  organic  disease  of 
the  heart,  the  eyes  are  brilliant,  and 
always  preserve  their  natural  expres- 
sion and  vivacity.  In  young  females, 
al  the  approach  of  menstruation,  a 
blue  circle  is  commonly  observed 
around  the  eyes,  but  here  also  their 
brilliancy  is  undiminished. 

3.  The  patient  appears  very  timid, 
and  unwilling  to  look  other  people 
in  the  face. 

4.  Periodical  headach  is  common, 
extending  from  the  occiput  towards 
the  forehead. 

5.  The  power  of  sight  is  diminish- 
ed, the  appetite  is  lost,  and  the  tongue 
is  usually  loaded.  A  slight  cough, 
short  and  difficult  respiration,  are 
generally  present ;  but  still  the  pa- 
tient can'draw  a  deep  inspiration. 

6.  Pains  in  the  stomach,  with 
weight  and  pressure  in  the  epigastric 
region.  Patients  with  organic  dis- 
eases of  the  heart  have  occasionally 
these  symptoms,  but  in  such  cases 
they  are  not  accompanied  by  those 
above  enumerated. 

7.  A  general  feeling  of  lassitude 
and  feebleneiis  of  the  limbs,  with 
pains  in  the  lower  part  of  the  back. 
We  would  add,  also,  that  pain  and 


throbbing  of  the  testicles,  with  an- 
easy  sensations  shooting  up  the  sper- 
matic cord,  are  frequently  complain- 
ed of. 

8.  The  perspiration  has  a  dull  and 
sweetish  odor,  similar  to  that  of  in- 
fants at  the  breast. 

9.  If  the  vice  of  onanism  be  tonch- 
ed  upon  in  conversation,  the  agita- 
tion and  embarrassment  of  the  pa- 
tient invariably  betray  him. 

10.  If  the  practice  be  continued, 
the  mind  is  at  length  enfeebled,  the 
patient  is  incapable  of  mental  or 
bodily  exertion,  and  sinks  into  a 
state  of  somnolency. — Hufe,  Jottrn, 


Intestinal  Worms  expdled  hy 
Means  of  Croton  Oi/.— M.  Balby 
has  found  the  croton  oil  efficacious 
in  cases  of  invermication ;  one  of 
these  is  as  follows  :— 

— —  Ginet,  aged  24,  admitted  in- 
to La  Pitie  last  March,  brought  with 
him  a  bottle,  containing  a  long  piece 
of  the  Tsenia  vulgaris,  which  had 
been  expelled,  after  much  suffering, 
by  means  of  the  pomegranate.  He 
still  complained  of  oppression  aod 
uneasiness  in  the  ileo-coecal  region, 
which  be  attributed  to  the  remains 
of  the  worm.  The  day  after  his  ad- 
mission one  drop  of  croton  oil  was 
administered,  which  was  followed  by 
seven  or  eight  motions,  bringing  with 
them  several  yards  of  tape-worm. 
After  a  respite  of  three  or  four  days, 
another  dose  was  administered,  which 
brought  away  about  two  yards  more. 
The  portion  obtained  this  time  was 
not  so  broad,  and  evidently  one  of 
the  extremities,  in  which,  however, 
the  characters  of  the  head  could  not 
be  perceived. 

Ou  the  dOth  of  March  two  drops 
were  given.  This  was  followed  by 
ten  motions,  with  a  quantity  of  the 
debris  of  the  Taenia,  and  a  large  fe- 
male lumbricus.  Since  this  time 
Ginet  has  experienced  no  inconve- 
nience.— Med,  Gaz, 


Cartilaginous  Bodies  within  tke 
Knee-joint.^Oa  the  8ib  of  Decern- 
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her  Mr.  Cowan  extracted  two  carti« 
laginous  bodies  from  the  knee-joint 
of  a  stout  heal ihy -looking  yoong 
mauy  a  farm  servant.  They  gave 
great  pain,  and  much  impeded  the 
motions  of  ihe  joint.  The  one  was 
about  the  size  of  a  field  bean,  the 
other  somewhat  smaller.  They  were 
cartilaginous  eiternally,  bat  oo  a 
section  being  made,  the  central  part 
appeared  'entirely  ossified.  He  had 
two  similar  bodies  extracted  six 
months  previously,  and  immediately 
afterwards  observed  the  present  two. 
Knew  of  oo  cause.  When  he  left 
the  hospital,  a  small,  hard,  immova* 
ble  tumor,  painful  on  firm  pressure, 
was  observed  at  the  upper  part  of 
the  same  joint, — probably  a  body 
similar  to  those  extracted,  but  adhe- 
r«nt  to  the  synovial  membrane.  The 
incision  healed  easily  by  the  first 
intention. — i6. 


Egyptian  Sitrgery, — A  medical 
school  of  considerable  promise  has 
been  established  in  Egypt,  and  it 
seems  that  surgery  especially  flou- 
rishes at  Abouzabel.  The  principal 
surgeon,  M.  Clot,  has  tied  the  exter- 
nal iliac,  and  performed  amputation 
of  the  arm  at  the  shouldr;' joint,  and 
of  the  lower  limb  at  the  hip  :  the  two 
former  cases  had  proved  extremely 
successful,  and  the  third  was  doing 
well  at  the  end  of  nine  days,  when 
the  account  is  dated.  Fifty  capital 
operations  are  said  to  have  been  per- 
formed, all  with  success :  among 
them  were  twenty-two  cases  of  li- 
thotomy,  and  not  one  of  the  patients 
died,  notwithstanding  that  M.  Clot 
has  tried  all  the  different  methods  of 
performing  the  operation  which  have 
ever  been  described  ! — lb. 


Borax  in  Cutaneous  Diseases.'^ 

Dr.  Reinhart  states  that  he  has  used 
a  solution  of  borax  (  3ss.  to  an  ounce 
of  water)  with  great  success,  as  a  lo- 
cal  application,  in  various  chronic 
cutanef»us  diseases.  Pieces  of  linen 
are  to  be  dipped  in  the  solution,  and 
applied  to  the  part.     A  slight  sense 


of  heat^  and  some  redness  of  skin, 
result :  if  these  be  considerable,  th9 
application  is  to  be  intermitted  for  a 
few  days. — Jour,  der  praki.  Heiik.. 

lAthontripter, — Recent  excava- 
tions made  at  Pompeii  have  stripped 
our  times  of  the  houor  of.  this  inven- 
tion, for  in  opening  the  dwelling  of 
a  surgeon,  among  the  ruins  of  that 
overwhelmed  city,  the  identical  di* 
later  and  extractor  here  alluded  to, 
was  found  among  a  variety  of  other 
instruments  with  which  that  dwelling 
abounded.  The  Pomp^ian  extractor 
is  made  of  bronze. —  Weekly  IU». 

Curious  Hybrid. — There  is  now 
at  Berlin  an  animal  produced  between 
a  stag  and  a  mare.  The  appearance 
of  the  creature  is  remarkable :  the 
fore  part  is  that  of  a  horse,  and  the 
hind  part  that  of  a  stag,  but  all  the 
feet  are  like  those  of  the  latter  ani« 
mal.  The  king  has  purchased  thia 
hybrid,  and  sent  it  to  the  menagerie 
at  Potsdam. — Lond.  Med.  4*  ^ky$. 

Method  of  preventing  the  evaporof* 
tion  of  Spirits. — A  mode  of  pre- 
venting evaporation  very  applicable 
to  anatomical  preparations  is  simply 
to  cover  the  surface  with  a  stratum 
of  oil  of  almonds. — Lond.  Med.  Oaz^ 


NorrcBs. 

*  A  Communication  from  Dr.  War- 
ren, of  Wardsborough,  is  received, 
and  will  be  published  in  an  early 
number. 

The  reader  will  please  turn  to  p. 
269  and  erase  the  word  pint  in  the 
note  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  and 
write  quart  in  its  place.  On  page 
300,  Syfred  should  be  Lyford. 

KBPORT   OF    DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

The  week  ending  June  19»  at  noon. 

Of  accident,    1  ^  contmnption,   2^cenval- 
eions,  1— croup,  1 — cramp  in  the  stomach,  1—  ' 
inTaniile,  l->lung  fever,  1— meatlet,  1 — old 
age,  2— teething,  1 — unknown,  1.     Males,  8— 
females,  5.    StiUboni,  2.    Total,  15. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S36 


BOfiTOM  MEDICAL  AND  dUROlCAI.  JOURKAL. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE 

HAVE  just  received  LIZAR'S  ANA- 
TOMICAL PLATES,  ia    12  Nos., 
cold  and  letter  preu. 
Barton^s  North  American  Flora,  3  vols. 

do.       Medical  Botany,  2  vols. 
Bonaparte^s  Ornithology,  3  vols. 
A  System  of  Human  Anatomy  ;  trans- 
lated from  the  4th  Edition  of  the  French 
of  H.  Cloquet,  M;D.    By  Robert  Kwox, 
M.D.  F.R.S.E. 


TURNER'S  CHEMISTRY,— NEW 
EDITION. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,— Elements  of 
Chemistry,  including  recent  Discoveries 
and  Doctrines  of  the  Science.  By  Ei>- 
wARD  Turner,  M.D.  F.R.S.E  Second 
American  i>iition. 

MANUEL   FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHESCOPE. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  recently 
published,— A  short  Treatise  on  the 
different  Methods  of  investigating  Dis- 
eases of  the  Chest  Translated  from  the 
French  of  M.  Collins,  by  W.  N.  Rtlawd, 
M.D.  From  the  third  London  Edition, 
■with  Plates,  and  an  Explanatory  Intro- 
duction, by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  isociety. 

In  preparing  for  the  American  press  the 
English  translation  of  the  well  known  and 
highly  useful  work  of  M.  Collins,  which 
translation  has  passed  through  three  edi- 
tions in  England,  the  Editor  thinks  he  can 
render  it  more  acceptable  by  dispensing 
with  the  various  prefaces  and  introducto- 
ry remarks  which  encumber  the  last  edi- 
tion, and  by  substituting  in  their  place  an 
entirely  new  introduction,  which  is  in- 
tended to  embrace  the  amount  of  all  that 
is  important  in  the  prefaces  alluded  *\ 
as  well  as  that  which  is  contained  in  vi.  • 
rious  abstracts  and  reviews  which  have 
appeared  of  treatises  upon  the  different 
methods  of  investigating  thoracic  diseases, 
and  in  some  other  works  which  are  not 
generally  before  the  profession  in  this 
country. 

C.  &  H.  keep  constantly  for  sale  Ste- 
thescopes  of  the  most  approved  form. 


FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  k  BARNARD,  184  Wash 
ington  Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  sn  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber«- 
tye,  (France,)  viz :  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prassiaa  Blue,  MinemI 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian  Earth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  •  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prua- 
sian  Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman's,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes. 

DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  by  CARTER  & 
HENDEE,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street.— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.    In  three  parts. 

1..  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldow  Fitch,  M.U., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denlicum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas ;  laxatis 
dcntibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinse ; 
hincmille  malorum  occasiones.— Baglivi 
Xlll.  March  17. 

ep6w 

LONDON  STATIONARY,  &c. 

JUST  received  by  COTTONS  &  BAR 
NARD,  184  Washington  Street, 
Crown  and  Double  Crown  Tissue  Paper, 
large  thin  Bath  Letter  Pap^r ;  Billet  Pa^ 
per.  Demy  and  Royal  Bristol  Board,  do. 
do.  London  Board,  Newman's  Carmine, 
Music  Paper. 


A  COPY  of  Bloomfield's  Critical  Digest 
of  Sacred  Annotation  on  the  Gos- 
pels, 3  vols.  8vo.  "  The  most  learned 
Commentary  in  the  English  language^* 
For  sale  by  COTTONS  &  BARNARD, 
184  Washington  Street.       


Published  weekly,  by  JoHif  Cotton,  at  184.  Washington  St.  corner  ,^<^^'^»"*'**"  ^Jl*  % 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid.— Price  three  dollar,  per  ejnttm,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  doUara  iT 
not  paid  within  theyoar.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 


CoDunuiiicsted  lor  the  Medical  tnd  Surgical 
Journal* 

ANOMALOUS    ERUPTION. 

Hislory  of  a  very  rare  and  anama- 
louB  Eruption  which  appears  to 
be  connected  toith  important 
Changes  in  the  System. 

By  Chandler  Robbins,  M.D. 

In  his  excdIeDt  treatise  on  Cholera 
Infantum,  Dr.  Dewees  enume- 
rates among  the  symptoms  which 
mark  a  fatal  issue  of  the  disease, 
an  eruption  of  a  very  peculiar  cha- 
racter.    His  words  are  these  : — 

"  As  death  approaches,  a  gradu- 
al aggravation  of  symptoms  takes 
place  ;  and  there  is  one,  which,  as 
far  as  we  have  observed,  has  al- 
ways proved  fatal  :  it  is  a  crystal- 
.Jine  eruption  upon  the  chest,  of  an 
immensity  of  watery  vesicles,  of  a 
very  minute  size.  The  best  idea 
we  can  convey  of  the  appearance 
of  this  eruption,  is  to  imagine  a 
▼ast  collection  of  vesicles,  appa- 
rently produced  by  flirting  an  equal 
number  of  very  minute  drops  or 
particles  of  boiling  water,  and 
each  particle  producing  its  vesicle. 
We  first  pointed  out  this  appear- 
ance to  our  friend  Dr.  Physick,  in 
the  year  1794,  in  the  disease  now 
under  consideration  ;  and  subse- 
quently, under  like  circumstances, 
to  Or.  Rush  ;  both  of  whom  ac- 
knowledged the  eruption  new  to 
them. 

22 


"This  symptom  may  readily 
escape  observation,  if  not  looked 
for  ;  it  requires  that  the  surface  on 
which  it  has  spread  itself  should 
be  placed  between  the  eye  and  the 
light,  and  viewed  nearly  horizon* 
tally." 

The  eruption  thus  minutely  de- 
scribed by  Dr.  Dewees,  and  not, 
I  believe,  by  any  other  author,  I 
have  seen  once.  It  was  in  every 
particular  precisely  the  same,  but 
occurred  under  circumstances  so 
different,  that  a  record  of  the  case 
may  be  useful  in  warning  us  not  to 
be  too  precipitate  in  founding  our 
prc^osis  on  this  single  symp- 
tom. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  1821,  I 
was  called  to  S.  C,  a  little  girl  4 
years  of  age.  She  was  laboring 
under  symptoms  of  decided  Hydro- 
cephalus,  in  its  second  stage.  She 
sat  in  a  chair  as  I  entered  the  room, 
moving  her  head  and  body  back- 
ward and  forward  slowly  but  con- 
stantly, and  continued  to  do  this 
during  the  whole  of  my  visit.  I 
learnt  that  for  the  last  day  or  two 
she  had  done  the  same  thing,  with- 
out ceasing,  from  morning  till  night, 
and  manifested  great  unwillingness 
to  move  or  be  moved  from  her  posi- 
tion, to  speak,  eat  or  drink.  Her 
bow  els  were  costive,  countenance 
pallid,  and  pupils  permanently  di- 
lated. It  was  a  case,  in  fact, 
which  bore  itself  more  distinctly 
from  a  case  of  worms,  than  any 
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one  of  the  same  disease  I  have 
ever  seen. 

This  little  girl  was  several 
weeks  under  treatment,  but  grew 
slowly  worse,  until  at  last  she  was 
unable  to  move  herself  in  bed. 
Not  able  to  construct  any  further 
plan  of  treatment  which  could.pro- 
mise  any  good,  I  requested  a  con- 
sultation, the  result  of  which  was 
a  perfect  agreement  as  to  the  hy- 
drocephalic nature  of  the  case,  and 
a  decided  opinion  that  she  was  no 
longer  a  subject  for  medical 
treatment. 

In  this  state  the  case  was  left, 
and  no  alteration  for  better  or  worse 
was  discernible  in  the  patient  for 
several  weeks.  At  length,  I  re- 
ceived a  message  from  Mrs.  C. 
that  h^  daughter  had  spoken,  and 
a  request  that  I  would  call  and  see 
her.  She  replied  to  several  ques- 
tions, and  the  eye  looked  less  life- 
less than  when  last  visited.  On 
examination,  I  found  the  whole 
chest  covered  thickly  with  an  erup- 
tion, most  accurately  described  in 
the  foregoing  extract  from  Dr. 
Dewees.  It  was  first  discovered 
by  the  touch,  and  on  admitting  a 
strong  light,  the  chest  had  such  an 
appearance  as  would  be  given  it  if 
hundreds  of  pearls,  about  half  the 
size  of  a  pin's  headjhad  been  cut  in 
halves  and  placed  thickly  on  the 
skin  ;  no  redness  or  soreness  was 
distinguishable.  This  eruption,  to 
Die  so  novel,  continued  to  spread 
till  the  neck,  shoulders  and  arms 
were  entirely  covered  with  it ;  and 
the  symptoms  of  the  disease  gradu- 
ally abated  from  the  morning  of 
Its  appearance. 

This  girl  I  saw,  about  six  years 
afterwards,  as  strong  and  healthy 
a  child  as  any  we  meet. 

Remarks, 
In  this  history  I  have  not  enu- 
merated the  symptoms,  nor  detail- 


ed the  modes  of  treatment,  for  the 
former  were  so  decided  as  to  leave 
DO  doubt  of  the  character  of  the 
disease,  and  the  latter  so  varied 
and  unsuccessful,  as  to  be  of  little 
interest  oc  importance.  Nature 
effected  the  cure.  What  agency 
the  eruption  had  in  promoting  this 
cure,  and  how  this  agency  was  ex- 
erted, are  points  which,  after  much 
reflection,  are  yet  to  me  exceed- 
ingly indefinite. 

Very  little  attention  appears  to 
have  been  given  to  the  precise 
modes  in  which  natural  cures  are 
effected.  The  only  attempt  at  a 
classification  of  these  modes  ha9 
been  made  very  recently  by  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  of  Glasgow,  who  di- 
vides the  processes  of  what  we  may 
call  Nature^s  Therapeutics,  into 
five  classes.* 

The  first  class  of  means  employ- 
ed by  Nature  to  remove  disease, 
act  with  such  rapidity  as  to  elude 
our  notice  of  their  modus  operandi, 
— ive  cannot  detect  the  processes 
by  which  the  cure  is  effected. 
Thus  pain  ceases,  spasm  is  relaxed, 
and  so  on.  This,  therefore,  is  re- 
garded by  Mr.  M.  as  the  cure  by 
''  cessation." 

The  second  mode  is  by  "  revo- 
lution of  functions."  This  is  illus- 
trated in  measles,  vaccinia,  and  in 
intoxication.  The  alcohol  first 
stimulates  the  circulation,  stupor 
succeeds,  and  then  comes  on  free 
excretions  by  the  kidneys,  lungs, 
and  skin,  by  which  the  alcohol  is 
eliminated,  and  the  system  relieved 
from  its  stimulus. 

The  next  method  is  effected  by 
the  ''  revolutions  of  time,"  as  illus- 
trated by  periodical  occurrences 
in  the  system. 

The  fourth  class  is  denominated 
"  natural  surgery,"  as  in  the  union 

•  A  sketch  of  Ur.  Mackt^nzie^s  views 
was  presented  in  this  Jonrnal,  Mo.  13, 
vol.  2.— Ed. 
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of  wounds  by  the  first  intention,  the 
restoration  of  parts  by  granulation, 
and  the  removal  of  injurious  sub- 
stances by  suppuration  or  absorp- 
tion. 

The  last  method  enumerated,  is 
^^  the  conversion  of  one  disease  into 
another"  which  is  more  easily  or 
speedily  relieved, — as  the  conver- 
sion of  dropsy  into  diarrhoea,  head- 
ach  into  hemorrhage,  &c. 

In  this  last  class,  (which  is,  per- 
haps, the  one  illustrated  in  the 
case  I  have  related,)  Nature  has 
already  been  imitated  with  infinite 
advantage.  How  far  a  closer  ob* 
servation,  a  clearer  division,  and 
a  more  systematic  study  of  Natural 
Therapeutics,  might  aid  the  pro- 
fession in  the  go<xi  work  we  have 
undertaken,  is  a  promising  subject 
for  reflection  and  inquiry. 


II. 

Ahrtdfed  from  the  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

DISFIGURING  THE  COUNTENANCE  WITH 
SULPHURIC  ACID. 

By  R.CHRISTISON,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.  &c. 

The  disfiguring  or  maiming  the 
countenance  by  tbe  throwing  of 
corrosive  liquids  over  it,  is  a  crime 
of  recent  origin  in  this  country. 
It  appears  to  have  been  first  prac- 
tised in  the  manufacturing  districts 
during  tbe  disputes  which  took 
place  a  few  years  ago  between 
workmen  and  masters  regarding 
the  rate  of  wages  ;  at  least,  it  was 
first  heard  of  in  Scotland  under 
these  circumstances.  Several  de- 
plorable instances  having  occurred 
at  Glasgow  of  this  malignant  and 
cowardly  mode  of  gratifying  re- 
venge, the  present  Lord  Advscate, 
ID  applying  for  a  bill  to  extend  to 
Scotland  the  Ellenborough  act 
against  wounding  and  maiming,  also 
introduced  a  clause  which  classed 


with  such  crimes  the  offence  in 
question,  and  awarded  for  it  the 
punishment  of  death. 

In  Glasgow,  since  the  passing  of 
this  act,  no  instance  has  occurred 
of  the  crime  against  which  it  is  di- 
rected. But  besides  the  case  I 
am  about  to  relate,  which  happen- 
ed at  Edinburgh^  it  appears  from 
the  London  newspapers  for  Octo- 
ber and  November  last,  to  have 
been  twice  committed  during  these 
months  in  the  metropolis  ;  once  out 
of  revenge,  and  again  by  a  shoplift- 
er for  the  purpose  of  blinding  the 
shopman  and  preventing  pursuit. 
It  is  a  crime,  indeed,  which,  now 
that  its  existence  is  generally 
known,  I  fear  tbe  authorities  may 
often  have  to  deal  with  ;  for  it  pre- 
sents several  peculiar  temptations 
to  the  unprincipled  and  revengeful 
to  commit  it.  There  can  be  but 
one  opinion  as  to  its  enormity  and 
the  fitness  of  the  punishment  which 
will  now  await  it  in  this  part  of 
the  kingdom. 

Hugh  Macraillan,  and  his  wife, 
Euphemia  Lawson,  were  indicted 
under  the  statute  alluded  to,  on  the 
17th  of  December,  1827,  for 
maiming,  disfiguring  and  disabling 
Archibald  Campbell,  by  throwing 
sulphuric  acid  over  him  on  the 
17th  of  the  previous  October.  The 
indictment  likewise  contained  a 
separate  charge  of  murder  against 
them  ;  but  for  reasons  to  be  men- 
tioned presently,  this  charge  was 
afterwards  departed  from  by  the 
public  prosecutor. 

The  facts  of  the  general  evi- 
dence by  which  the  crime  was 
brought  home  to  the  female  prison- 
er, were  the  foUowiil^  : — The 
Macmillans,  who  lived  in  the  same 
stair  with  Campbell,  had  long  been 
on  bad  terms  with  him  ;  and  a  few 
days  before  he  met  with  the  acci* 
dent  the  woman  was  bound  over  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


540 


BOSTON  BCEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


keep  the  peace  totyards  bim  ;  on 
account  of  which  both  she  and 
her  husband  had  been  repeatedly 
heard  to  vow  vengeance  in  the 
most  malignant  language.  The 
female  prisoner  was  proved  to 
have  obtained,  shortly  before  the 
commission  of  the  crime,  informa- 
tion concerning  the  corrosive  pro- 
perties of  sulphuric  acid  ;  and  in 
consequence  hinted  that  she  would 
some  night  try  its  effects  on  Camp- 
belPs  cloak  after  her  husband  was 
asleep.  Early  on  the  evening  of 
the  17th  of  October,  she  was  seen 
to  carry  out  and  return  with  a 
particular  jug,  which  she  placed 
under  her  bed,  cautioning  her 
children  not  to  meddle  with  it. 
Towards  midnight,  Campbell,  on 
his  way  up  stairs  to  his  lodgings, 
bad  approached  Macmillan's  door, 
when,  the  door  opening  a  little, 
he  observed  a  female  arm  thrust 
out,  holding  something  white  ; 
and,  under  the  impression  that 
some  mischief  was  intended  him, 
he  was  in  the  act  of  turning  round 
to  retreat  down  stairs,  when  a 
liquid  was  thrown  over  him, 
ivhich,  by  the  intense  burning  pain 
it  caused,  he  at  once  suspected 
to  be  oil  of  vitriol.  The  alarm 
being  instantly  given,  the  police 
in  a  few  minutes  entered  Mac- 
millan's  room,  where  the  woman 
was  found  dressed,  and  her  bus* 
band  only  dressing  himself,  as  if 
just  raised  out  of  bed.  No  trace 
of  sulphuric  acid  could  be  disco- 
vered in  the  room.  But  between 
the  alarm  in  the  stair  and  the  ar- 
rival of  the  police,  a  person  who 
lived  in  Uie  floor  under  the  Mac- 
millans  Iffard  their  window  open, 
and  something  immediately  break 
on  the  pavement  below.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  the  close*  under  the 

*  The  buildiDgt  in  the  old  town  of 


window  were  found  the  fragments 
of  a  jug  like  that  which  the  woman 
had  been  seen  carrying  early  in 
the  evening  ;  and  these  fragments 
had  a  sour  taste  and  smarted  the 
tongue.  A  large  quantity  of  sour 
tasted  liquid  was  also  found  on  the 
stair  and  wall  between  Macmtt- 
lan's  door  and  the  spot  where 
Campbell  stood  at  the  moment  of 
receiving  the  injury.  By  a  com- 
plete chain  of  circumstances, 
therefore,  though  not  by  any  di- 
*rect  proof,  the  act  of  throwing 
the  deleterious  liquid  was  traced 
to  Macmillan's  wife. 

Campbell  was  without  delay 
transported  to  the  Infirmary, 
where  he  arrived  about  two  in 
the  morning.  His  state  at  this 
time,  and  the  progress  of  the 
symptoms  till  bis  death,  twelve 
days  afterwards,  were  described 
by  Dr.  Hunter,  the  surgeon,  and 
Dr.  Nesbitt,  the  surgeon's  clerk 
of  the  hospital,  in  a  report  which 
was  libelled  on  in  the  indictment, 
and  from  which  chiefly  the  follow- 
ing particulars  have  been  derived: 
— The  skin  on  the  left  side  of  the 
face  was  partially  removed,  and 
the  whole  presented  at  first  a 
white  disorganized  appearance. 
The  eyelids  of  both  eyes  were 
much  inflamed  and  swollen,  and 
the  left  eyeball  was  also  severely 
involved  in  the  mischief,  but  the 
right  eyeball  was  uninjured.  The 
skin  of  the  inside  of  the  lips  was 


Edinburgh  are  from  five  to  ten  ftories  high. 
Narrow  passagei,  from  three  to  ten  feet 
wide,  lead  from  one  street  into  another, 
or  form  courts  or  cul-de-sacs ;  from  these 
passages,  which  are  generally  very  filthy, 
doors  open  occasionally  on  the  lower  step 
of  a  narrow  staircase,  which  winds  up 
almost  perpendicularly  to  the  top,  and 
from  this  staircase  other  doors  open  on 
each  story  into  the  apartments  of  the 
poor.  These  passages  and  cul-de->saca 
are  called  in  Edinburgh  doM«. — ^Ed. 
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also  white  and  8if  olleh,  and  on  the 
back  of  (be  left  hand,  as  well  as 
between  the  fingers,  there  were 
white  excoriated  streaks.  In  the 
course  of  sixteen  hours  the  white 
marks  turned  brown.  The  pain 
of  the  face  ahd  eyes,  which  was 
at  first  excruciating,  became  ea- 
sier under  the  use  of  suitable  ap- 
plications. But  as  at  the  time  of 
the  visit,  about  twelve  hours  af- 
ter the  accident,  the  pain  of  the 
left  eye,  extending  to  the  head, 
evidently  threatened  a  severe 
ophthalmia,  he  was  bled  from  the 
arm  ;  and  next  day  (he  operation 
was  repeated.  From  these  mea- 
sures be  derived  great  relief. 
The  inflammation  and  disorganiza- 
tion of  the  eye,  however,  went 
on  increasing,  and  soon  ended  in 
the  bursting  of  the  cornea  and 
discharge  of  the  aqueous  humor 
and  crystalline  lens.  Towards 
the  close  of  the  fifth  day,  namely, 
OQ  the  evening  of  the  22d,  while 
apparently  doing  well,  he  had  a 
shivering  fit,  and  next  morning 
complained  of  acute  pain  at  the 
bend  of  the  right  arm,  where  he 
had  been  bled.  Inflammation 
immediately  sprung  up  around  the 
orifice,  general  swelling  of  the 
arm  came  on,  and  progressively 
increased  for  the  three  following 
days.  Severe  febrile  symptoms 
ensued,  and  afterwards  also  diifi- 
cult  breathing,  with  other  signs 
of  pulmonary  inflammation.  Un- 
der these  complicated  disorders 
he  gradually  sunk,  and  died  on 
the  morning  of  the  30th  of  Octo- 
ber. The  report  concluded  with 
ascribing  his  death  to  the  inflam- 
ipation  of  the  arm  and  concomitant 
fever. 

The  body  was  examined  on  the 
following  day  by  Dr.  Hunter  and 
the  late  Dr.  Cullen,  whose  re- 
port of  the  appearances  is  here 
given  in  detail. 


<'  On  Saturday,  the  Slst  of  Oc- 
tober, we  inspected  the  body  of 
Archibald  Campbell,  who  died  in 
the  Royal  Infirmary  pn  the  morn- 
ing of  the  30th. 

^^  The  right  arm  was  carefully 
examined  and  anatomized.  We 
found  the  vein  from  which  he  had 
been  bled  very  highly  inflamed  at 
the  wounded  part  at  the  bend  of 
the  arm.  From  this  point  the  in- 
flammation had  extended  upwards 
to  the  great  vein  of  the  arm  and 
shoulder,  artd  downwards  to  the 
small  veins  of  the  forearm.  These 
vessels  were  almost  filled  with 
purulent  matter,  and  partly  obli- 
terated. The  great  veins  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  chest  were  na- 
tural. 

^^  There  was  a  small  quantity 
of  serum  in  the  cavity  of  the 
membrane  which  invests  the 
heart,  but  that  organ  was  itself 

SOUQd. 

^^  The  membrane  which  covers 
the  lungs  and  ribs,  called  the 
pleura,  was  inflamed,  and  covered 
at  the  back  part  with  the  usual 
product  of  inflammation.  Sero- 
purulent  fluid  was  found  in  both 
cavities  of  the  pleura.  Both 
lungs,  when  cut  into,  were  found 
very  highly  inflamed,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  upper  and  lower 
lobes."  [I  may  here  add  in  ex- 
planation, that  both  lungs  were 
most  extensively  consolidated  by 
serous  effusion,  red  hepatization, 
and  diffuse  tubercles,  intimately 
intermingled  ;  and  that  the  last 
morbid  deposition  was. distributed 
in  irregular  masses,  some  of  them 
of  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  so 
as  to  occupy  not  less  than  a  third 
part  of  the  entire  volume  of  the 
lungs.] 

^^  The  left  eye  had  its  anterior 
part  entirely  destroyed.  Some 
of  the  humors,  [the  aqueous  hu- 
mor and  crystalline  lens,]  had  es- 
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caped,  and  the  whole  organ  was 
disorganized,  and  absolutely  inca- 
pable of  recovery. 

"  Water  was  found  in  consider- 
able quantity  on  the  surface,  in 
the  cavities,  and  at  the  base  of 
the  brain.  That  organ  itself  was 
natural.  No  other  morbid  ap- 
pearance was  anywhere  ob- 
served. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  Archibald  Campbell 
died  of  inflammation  of  the  veins 
of  the  right  arm,  and  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  lungs,  the  former 
caused,  according  to  the  best  of 
our  judgment,  by  the  wound  pf 
the  vein  in  bleeding."  Sign- 
ed^ ^c. 

To  complete  the  medico-legal 
investigations  in  the  case,  it  only 
remains  to  mention  that  the  che- 
mical analysis  of  various  articles 
of  the  man  Campbell's  dress  was 
undertaken,  at  the  request  of  the 
authorities,  by  Dr.  Turner,  now 
professor  in  the  London  Universi- 
ty, and  myself.  The  nature  of 
the  corroding  fluid  employed  by 
the  prisoner,  might  perhaps  have 
been  presumed  from  the  foregoing 
particulars  of  the  evidence  ;  but 
the  public  prosecutor  considered 
it  right  not  to  leave  any  part  of 
80  novel  a  case  without  throwing 
all  the  light  possible  on  it. 

The  result  of  this  analysia  was, 
that  the  fluid  used  was  sul|jhuric 
acid  ;  and  a  short  report  was  ac- 
cordingly drawn  up  to  that  ef- 
fect. 

•  I  need  hardly  add  that  the  fe- 
male prisoner,  Euphemia  Lawson, 
was  found  guilty,  her  husband  not 
guilty.  She  was  consequently 
condemned  to  be  executed  ;  but 
as  it  was  the  first  condemnation 
under  a  new  statute,  her  sen- 
tence was  afterwards  commuted 
for  perpetual  banishment. 


III. 

CASE  OF  SINGULAR  TUMOR,  ^C. 

Case  of  singular  Tumor  in  the  Jfe- 
junum^  preceded  by  SympU}m$ 
resembling  Colic, 

By  E.  A.  Leonard,  M.D.,  of  Albany. 
Comraunicaled  by  A,  H.  Stkvkns, 
M.D.,  Professor  of  Sureery,  &c., 
for  the  N.  Y.  Med.  aud  Phys.  Jour. 

I  WAS  called,  on  the  23d  of  No- 
vember, 1828,  to  Mrs.  H.,  aged 
40  years,  of  good  constitution,  but 
whose  health  for  the  last  few- 
months  has  been  declining.  Found 
her  laboring  under  the  usual  symp- 
toms of  colic  ;  bowels  constipated, 
which  she  attributes  to  the  use 
of  opium  in  a  recent  similar  at- 
tack ;  no  tension  or  tenderness  in 
any  part  of  the  ^abdomen.  She 
hat!  a  full  dose  of  opium,  followed 
by  calomel  and  other  purgatives, 
by  which  she  was  so  much  re- 
lieved on  the  27(h,  that  I  did  not 
^gain  see  her  till  the  lllh  of  De- 
cember. During  the  interval 
she  had  repeated  alvine  evacua- 
tions, but  on  the  morning  of  the 
day  last  mentioned,  was  attacked 
again  with  pain  in  the  bowels, 
which  was  severe,  and  not  con- 
fined to  any  one  portion  of  the 
abdomen,  but  passing  up  and 
across  from  the  right  iliac  to  the 
left  hypochondriac  region,  in  the 
course  of  the  colon.  This  attack 
was  attended,  like  the  preceding 
one,  by  vomiting  soon  after  any- 
thing was  received  into  the  sto- 
mach ;  she  was  again  ordered  an 
anodyne,  succeeded  by  repeated 
doses  of  croton  oil,  castor  oil,  ca- 
lomel, and  other  purgatives,  some 
of  which  were  retained,  and  oth- 
ers almost  immediately  rejected. 
Five  days  after  taking  the  calo- 
mel, her  mouth  became  exces- 
sively sore  ;  this  was  relieved  by 
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a  gargle  containing  pyroligneons 
acid.  Fomentations  were  applied, 
and  enemau  of  various  kinds,  sti- 
mulating,  anodyne,  &c.,  adminis- 
tered, and  tepid  water  was  also 
thrown  up  in  large  quantities. 
None  of  the  means  made  use  of 
produced  any  decided  effect.  On 
the  23d  she  i^omited  a  considera- 
ble quantity  of  fluid,  in  which  the 
smell  of  assafostida  was  strongly 
manifest  ;  a  portion  of  the  tinc- 
ture of  that  substance  bad  been 
given  in  injection  on  the  morning 
of  that  day.  Al  this  time,  very 
careful  examination  discovered  a 
small  space  in  the  left  hypochon- 
driac region,  somewhat  tender 
upon  pressure  ;  this  was  quite 
limited,  not  more  than  two  inches 
in  diameter.  Oa  the  24tb  the 
change  was  exceedingly  great, 
the  pain  bad  almost  entirely  abat- 
ed, and  the  pulse,  which  previ- 
ously at  all  times  had  been  nearly 
natural,  had  now  become  ex- 
tremely weak,  and  scarcely  to 
be  enumerated  ;  there  was  also 
delirium.  Ordered  tinct.  quinine 
and  wine  ad  libitum  ;  »he  conti- 
nued to  grow  worse,  but  did  not 


expire  until  the  27th  at  evening. 
— Dissection  at  2,  P.  M.,  28ih. — 
Body  much  emaciated  ;  parietes 
of  the  at^domen  very  thin;  vessels 
of  the  omentum  slightly  injected  ; 
large  intestines  sound  in  every 
part ;  some  old  adhesions,  but  no 
marksof  recent  peritoneal  inflam- 
mation :  on  examining  the  smaller 
intestines,  the  inferior  portion  of 
the  jejunum  was  found  highly  in« 
flamed,  and  on  exposing  its  cavity, 
a  firm,  fleshy,  or  semicartilagi- 
nous  tumor  was  discovered,  aris- 
ing from  the  muscular  and  cover- 
ed by  the  mucous  coat,  entirely 
filling  it,  and  even  putting  its  coats 
very  much  on  the  stretch  ;  being 
in  length  about  two  and  a  half 
inches.  Below  the  tumor  the 
gut  is  slightly  inflamed  and  some- 
what thickened,  but  above  it  the 
preparation  is  beautiful,  showing 
the  different  results  from  mere 
irritation  to  that  excessive  inflam- 
mation, terminating  in  death  of 
the  part.  The  whole  diseased 
portion  of  the  gut  is,  in  length, 
about  twelve  inches.  The  other 
viscera  of  the  abdomec  were  in 
their  natural  condition. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICA!.  LITERATURE. 


EXPULSION  OF  TAPE-WORMS. 

Dr.  Schmidt,  of  Berlin,  has  lately 
sold  to  the  Prussian  government,  for 
the  sum  of  200  rix  dollars  per  annum, 
a  new  and  certain  mode  of  curing 
tape-worm, — (he  effects  of  which  had 
been  previously  exhibited  to  the  sa« 
tisfaction  of  a  committee  appointed 
to  investigate  the  subject.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  prescription  with 
which  Dr.  S,  commences  his  opera- 
tions :— 


R.  Rad.  Valerian,  3vi. 

Fol.  Sennffi,  3  ij.     M.  et  infus.  in 
Aq.  Bull.  3  vj.  Adde 
•Natr.  Sulphur.  Crjstal.  3  iij. 
Syr.  Mannas,  3  ij.  ' 

t£l»oaacch.  I'aaaceti,  3  U*     ^* 

Of  this  mixture,  two  tablcspoonfuls 
are  to  be  taken  in  the  morning  fast- 
ingy  and  repeated  every  two  hours. 

*  We  take  this  to  mean  the  Sulphate 
of  Soda. 

t  A  saccharine  preparation  of  the  Oil 
of  Tansy,  not  introduced  in  our  phaurma- 
copoeias. 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  patient  drinks 
freely  of  coffee  well  sweetened  with 
sugar^  in  order  to  deprive  the  worm 
of  its  mucous  envelop,  and  to  chase 
it  to  the  lower  part  of  the  canal. 
The  mixture  is  continued  until  7  in 
the  evening.  At  noon  the  patient 
takes  a  "  potage  clair  a  la  farine/' 
and  a  few  morsels  of  herring  with 
the  roe ;  at  8,  P.  M.,  a  salad  of  her- 
rings hashed  up  with  ham,  an  onion, 
and  plenty  of  oil  and  sugar.  The 
above  treatment  always  causes,  dur- 
ing the  first  day,  the  expulsion  of 
numerous  fragments  of  the  worm, 
and  in  some  instances  has  expelled 
the  whole.  At  6  the  next  morning. 
Dr.  S.  commences  the  use  of  the 
following  pills : — 

R.  Ana  foetid. 

Extr.  Gramin.  aa  3iij* 

•PulV.  GttttSB, 

*'  Bad.  Rhei, 

"  "    Jalap,  aa  3ij. 

**  "    Ipecac. 

•*  Fol.  Dig.  Purp. 

tSutpb.  Stib.  Aurant.  aa  gss. 
Sttbm.  Hyd,  ^ij. 
Olei  Tanacet.  £th. 
"   Anisi  JEth.  aa  gtt.  xv.    M.  fiaat 
pil.  poDd.  gr.  ij. 

Six  of  these  are  to  be  taken  hour- 
ly, with  a  tabiespoonful  of  castor  oil 
during  the  first  interval,  and  coffee 
well  sweetened  in  the  following  ones. 
This  is  continued  till  the  worm  is 
expelled,  which  usually  happens  by 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  If 
the  expulsion  takes  place  yery  slow- 
ly, the  oil  may  be  repeated  at  other 
intervals  after  the  first.  At  noon 
the  patient  takes  only  broth,  and  at 
evening  *^  un  potage  au  pain  ou  a  la 

*  The  whole  officinal  title  o(  this  arti- 
cle ii  Pulv.  Resin.  Gambog.  Guttae.  It 
it  a  drastic  purgative. 

t  Perhaps  the  Sulphuret.  Aatimon* 


ferine,^  with  fresh  butter  and  sugar* 
To  prevent  relapse,  there  is  subso* 
quently  ordered,  from  time  to  time, 
a  salad  of  herrings,  with  horseradish, 
vinegar  and  sugar ;  and  a  few  doses 
of  the  pills  may  be  taken  every  week. 
After  the  treatment,  the  patient  is 
directed  to  adopt  a  diet  of  good  soup, 
chickens,  pigeons,  &c.,  and  to  take, 
daily  a  few  doses  of  some  bitter  me* 
dicine. 

If  the  presence  of  taenia  is  suspect* 
ed  merely  without  being  proved,  the 
patient  takes  in  the  evening  a  salad 
of  herrings,  which  is  followed  by  a 
copious  draught  of  sweetened  water; 
and  the  next  morning  fasting  the 
following  powder  :— 

R.  Pulv.  Rad.  Jalap,  gr.  xv. 
"     •Sem.  Cine,  Bss. 
*'     Gutt», 
Hyd.  Mur.  Mit.  aa  p,  vi. 
Elsosac.  tanac.  3i.     M. 

This  powder  is  followed  by  cofiee 
taken  as  above,  or  by  rich  soup. 
These ^  means  produce  abundant 
stools,  in  which  are  found  fragments 
of  the  worm,  if  any  exist,  and  some- 
times the  worm  entire.  If,  however, 
the  existence  of  this  is  ascertained, 
recourse  is  had  to  the  treatment 
above  mentiened,  with  a  view  to  its 
complete  removal. 

This  treatment  is  contraiudicated 
in  pregnancy,  at  the  menstrual  pe-^ 
riods,  in  phthisis,  hemorrhoids,  aed 
extreme  debility  from  old  age  or 
other  causes.  Of  1 66  persons  treat*, 
ed  by  Dr.  Schmidt,  only  15  were  meo. 
The  cases  of  a  single  worm  anionat* 
ed  to  twenty ;  while  in  the  others 

*  This  article  is  introduced  into  the 
Pharmacop.  Load,  as  Semin.  Santonici, 
but  not  considered  as  entitled  lo  much 
confidence. 
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the  number  varied  from  two  to  nine. 
Tbe  largfist  number  in  any  one  case 
vas  seventeen.  These  occurred  in  a 
ibmale  18  years  of  age^  and  were  of 
eonsiderable  size. 


C0N8EQUBNCES  OF  A  FALL, 

Or  a  Specimen  of  German  PhynO" 

^ogy. 
A  German  doctor  tells  a  story  of 
himself,  which,  if  not  intended  for  a 
hoax,  is  a  very  curious  one.  By  a 
fail  on  the  floor  from  a  small  height, 
he  bruised  the  great  trochanter  of 
the  right  side.  There  was  neither 
fracture  nor  luxation,  yet,  after  seven 
months  had  elapsed,  he  was  still  able 
to  walk  only  by  the  aid  of  crutches. 
Immediately  after  the  fall,  be  expe- 
rienced a  marked  aversion  for  many 
articles  of  diet  of  which  he  was  pre- 
viously very  fond,  such  as  sugar, 
roilk,  and  wine ;  while  others,  which 
be  had  before  disliked,  became  at 
once  agreeable, — as  beer  and  vegeta- 
ble acids.  The  fall  was  also  follow- 
ed by  c»bst»nate  constipaiion.  The^ 
author  attributes  these  phenomena  to 
a  concussion  of  the  spinal  marrow, 
which  might  have  resulted  from  the 
fall. 


IMPERFECT  VISION. 

An  Account  of  tioo  Cases  of  Insen* 
sihility  of  the  Eye  to  certain  of  the 
Raye  of  Color,  By  Hugh  Col- 
QUHUUN,  M.D. 

In'  the  first  of  these,  the  individual 
was  incapable  of  distinguishing  be- 
tween red  and  a  certain  shade  of 
green,  while  other  shades  of  tbe  lat- 
ter eolor  were  easily  recognized. 
By  candle  light  all  yellows  appeared 
white ;  orimsoo  had  tbe  appearance 


of  scarlet ;  pale  green  of  blue ;  orange 
of  a  dirty  red.  In  the  second  case, 
the  vision  was  equally  inaccurate, 
and  this  inaccuracy  extended  itself 
to  nearly  all  the  varieties  of  color. 
When  these  were  removed  to  a  con- 
siderable distance,  the  power  of  dis-* 
crimination  seemed  to  cease  entirely, 
except  so  far  as  the  individual  was 
able  to  feel  that  they  belonged  to 
yellow  among  tbe  light,  or  to  blue 
among  tbe  dark  colors.  Persons 
were  not  easily  recognized  by  their 
features,  though  readily  known  on 
speaking.  In  neither  of  these  case^ 
was  the  disease  hereditary. 


COLICA   PTCTONUBf. 

Eight  cases  of  this  disease  are  re« 
ported  by  M.  Jacobi,  physician  to  a 
white  lead  manufactory  at  Slrasburg^ 
who  appears  to  have  paid  particular 
attention  to  its  symptoms  and  treat* 
ment.  In  the  first  of  these  cases, 
castor  oil  and  purgative  clysters  hav- 
ing been  employed  to  no  purpose^ 
tartar  emetic  was  prescribed  in  con* 
junction  with  cream  of  tartar,  so  as 
to  produce  free  vomiting,  which  was 
followed  by  purging.  In  tbe  second 
case,  the  treatment  consisted  in  the 
exhibition  of  calomel  and  opium,— 
ten  grains  of  the  former  to  one  of 
tbe  latter  every  two  hours.  This 
produced  some  evacuations  after  the 
third  dose.  The  third  was  cured  in 
like  manner.  In  the  fourthy  croton 
oil  was  given, — 6rst  one  and  then 
two  drops,-— but  without  active*  purg- 
ing. A  clyster,  containing  two  drops 
of  the  oil,  was  then  given,  which 
brought  away  some  scybalsB.  Next 
day  the  crotoQ  was  again  given,  with 
tbe  addition  of  opium  ;  i^ud  this,  as- 
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sisted  by  clysters,  speedily  produced 
evacuations,  A  return  of  the  colic 
made  it  necessafy  ^o  repeal  the  clys- 
ters on  the  following  dny ;  after 
which,  permanent  relief  followed. 
In  the  fifth  case,  calomel  and  opium 
were  given  as  above,  but  did  not  af- 
fect the  bowels  till  after  the  seventh 
dose,  that  is,  when  seventy-two  grains 
of  the  former  had  been  taken,  and 
seven  of  the  latter.  Some  evacua-> 
tionS  then  followed  ;  but  the  symp- 
toms returning  next  day,  the  same 
treatment  was  adopted,  and  carried 
again  to  the  same  extent.  Some 
ptyalism  followed,  but  disappeared 
again  in  a  few  days,  and  he  had  no 
more  colic.  In  the  sixth  case,  two 
grains  of  opium  were  given  daily, 
with  purgative  clysters.  An  ano- 
dyne plaster  was  also  employed,  but 
with  what  effect  on  the  symptoms  is 
not  stHted.  The  seventh  case  was 
complicated  with  incomplete  paraly- 


sis. After  the  colic  bad  been  re- 
moved by  calomel  and  op?uni,  the 
weakness  of  ihe  limbs  was  treated 
by  tepid  bath  and  purgatives,  and 
disappoared  in  twelve  days.-  The 
eighth  was  a  case  of  neuralgia,  pro- 
ducing acute  pain,  which  extended 
from  the  sacrum  to  the  foot,  follow- 
ing the  peroneal  edge  of  the  leg. 
Calomel  and  opium  were  ordered  as 
above,  and  the  neuralgia  ceased  on 
the  second  day. 

In  alt  the  above  cases,  constipa- 
tion of  several  days  continuance  had 
preceded  the  colic.  The  facts  stated 
seem  to  warrant  a  conclusion  in  fa- 
vor of  combining  opium  with  cathar- 
tics in  the  treatment  of  this  disease. 
The  circumstance  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  the  sixth  case,  of  144 
grains  of  calomel  taken  in  the  course 
of  two  days,  and  followed  only  by 
slight  ptyalism,  is  not  a  little  re- 
markable. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JULY  14,  1829. 


EPIDEMIC    ECZEMA. 

An  eczematous  eruption  is  now  ex- 
tremely prevalent  in  this  city  and 
vicinity.  It  made  its  first  appear- 
ance during  the  past  summer,  when 
it  yielded  to  remedies  with  tolerable 
readiness.  As  the  cool  weather  ad- 
vanced it  became  gradually  more 
rare,  and  Almost  escaped  notice  in 
the  winter.  For  the  last  four  months 
It  has  reappeared  with  increased  vio- 
lence, and  affects  equally  persons  of 
every  age  and  of  every  class.  Clean- 
liness and  good  living  are  assailed  as 
often  as  poverty  and  personal  neg- 
lect ;  nor  do  external  agents  of  any 


description  appear  to  have  much  ef- 
fect in  promoting  or  removing  the 
disease. 

The  eruption  generally  appears  in 
the  form  of  small  pimples  surround- 
ed by  an  inflamed  base,  and  without 
any  previous  derangement  of  the 
system.  The  itching  is  so  intense 
as  entirely  to  deprive  the  patient  of 
the  command  of  his  hands,  and 
scratching  does  not  appear  to  be 
productive  of  that  satisfaction  which 
it  gives  in  ordinary  cases ;  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  followed  by  a  sense 
of  smarting  scarcely  less  disagreeable 
than  the  previous  formication.  Many 
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persons  afflicted  with  this  epidemic 
are  obliged  by  it  to  pass  night  after 
night  in  walking  their  chambers,  aud 
in  other  fruitless  endeavors  to  alle- 
viate  the  cutaneous  irritation. 

When  the  heads  of  the  pimples 
are  abraded,  a  thin  dark-colored 
scab  is  formed,  which  is  closely  at- 
tached to  the  skin,  and  removed  oy 
very  slow  degrees,  leaving  a  slight 
discoloration  that  disappears  in  a 
few  weeks  or  months,  according  to  the 
violence  of  the  disease.  This  erup- 
tion is  seen  in  various  stages  in  the 
same  individual  at  the  same  time, — 
new  vesicles  coming  out  as  former 
ones  disappear.  The  general  health 
15  not  usuolly  affected  ;  the  prims 
viae  are  not  deranged  ;  and  were  it 
not  for  the  terrible  and  incontrollable 
itching  which  torments  the  patient 
at  all  hours,  he  would  scarcely  think 
it  worth  his  while  to  seek  medical 
assistance. 

The  seat  of  this  disease  is  usually 
the  trunk,  particularly  around  the 
abdomen  and  chest,  and  the  neck. 
The  extremities  are  sometimes  af- 
fected, and  still  more  seldom  the 
face.  In  one  very  bad  case,  howe- 
ver, which  is  now  under  our  charge, 
it  extended  over  the  face  pretty  co- 
pionsly,  and  was  very  fully  and 
thickly  developed  on  the  tongue  and 
internal  lining  of  the  mouth,  throat, 
and  fauces.  In  a  short  time  a  diar- 
rhoea came  on,  attended  with  con- 
siderable pain  and  producing  great 
debility  ;  and  it  was  altogether  pro- 
bable that  this  symptom  was  occa- 
sioned by  an  extension  of  the  erup- 
tion to  the  mucous  coat  of  the  sto- 
mach aud  bowels.  This  patient  is 
io  the    ninth    mouth  of  pregnancy. 


and  is   doing   well.      No   case  has 

come  to  our  kno\vled|te  in  which  the 

palms  of  the  hands,  or  the  analogous 

structure  on  the  feet,  have   become 

the  seat  of  this  eruption. 

It  will  be  easily  imagined  that  the 

intense  itching  which   charooierizes 

this  complaint  from  its  earliest  stages^ 

renders  it  extremely  difficult  for  the 

...  J.  *    .      , 

physician  to  discover  a  pmiple  at  so 

early  a  stage  as  to  judge  what  is  the 
precise  nature  of  the  complaint* 
The  heads  are  usually  torn  off  long 
before  the  patient  has  time  to  exhibit 
himself;  hence  the  doubt  which  ex- 
ists with  many  practitioners  whether 
the  disease  be  a  Lichen  or  Eczema. 
In  some  cases  it  may  perhaps  assume 
the  form  of  the  one,  and  yet  be  dis- 
tinctly vesicular  in  others.  In  seve- 
ral instances,  however,  in  which  we 
have  examined  the  eruption  as  it  be- 
gan to  show  itself,  a  drop  of  seou- 
limpid  matter  has  been  discerned  in 
each  pimple  ;  and,  placing  this  fact 
in  connection  with  the  usual  course 
of  the  disease,  and  its  frequency 
among  children  as  well  as  adults,  we 
may  set  it  down  with  tolerable  confi- 
dence as  an  Epidemic  Eczema. 

In  some  cases  it  has  appeared  to 
be  contagious,  and  in  others  frequent 
contact  has  failed  to  communicate  it. 
The  evidence  on  this  point  b,  so 
far  as  our  own  observation  and  that 
of  our  friends  has  gone,  insufficient 
to  warrant  any  decided  opinion. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  ve 
have  little  to  offer.  The  predomi- 
nant symptom  has  frequently  given 
rise  to  the  suspicion,  in  the  mind  of 
the  patient,  that  his  disease  was  the 
itch,  and  sulphur  ointment  has  been 
resorted  to  ;  but  whenever  the  erup- 
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tioD  has  disappeared  by  the  use  of 
this  or  aoy  other  local  application, 
the  consequence  has  been  a  greater 
•or  less  degree  of  nausea,  vertigo,  and 
general  febrile  excitement.  Such 
applications  should  therefore  be  dis« 
carded  from  the  treatment  of  the 
disease,  or  used  only  with  such  pre- 
cautions as  the  judgment  of  the  phy- 
sician will  suggest. 

Such  very  general  and  brief  notice 
of  this  distressing  epidemic,  which  is 
not  confined  to  the  city,  but  spreads 
M^idely  in  the  neighboring  country,^ 
iwe  have  considered  duo  to  our  read* 
«rs,  many  of  whom  are  aware  of  the 
■obstinacy  with  which  it  resists  the 
most  powerful  remedies.  When 
itirlher  experience  has  thrown  more 
ilight  on  tl>e  subject,  a  more  detailed 
account  may  be  expected.  IMedical 
history  furnishes  us  but  little  infor- 
mation respecting  it,  the  only  notice 
'We  have  been  able  to  find  of  any  si- 
'inilar  epidemic  being  contained  in 
tlie  Works  of  Hoffman,  published  in 
the  year  1729. 


THE  SENSES 

Bubjeci  to  a  Variety  of  Functional 
Modifications, 

Amono  our  Sketches  will  be  found 
an  account  of  two  persons  in  whom 
the  power  of  distinguishing  different 
colors  from  each  other  is  defective. 
This  kind  of  deviation  from  perfect 
vision  is  by  no  means  rare,  and  many 
cases  are  on  record  where  it  existed 
in  greater  degree  than  in  the  cases  of 
Dr.  Colquhoun.  Mr.  Haddard  men- 
tions an  instance  of  a  Mr.  Harris 
^ho  confounded  all  the  dark  colors 
with  black,and  all  ihe  light  colors  with 
lirhite^  so  that  he  knew  in  fact  only 


black  and  white.  A  brother  of  this 
Harris  always  mistook  orange  for 
green,  and  in  another  brother  the 
defect  was  still  greater. — The  history 
of  a  case  may  be  found  in  the  Philo- 
sophical Traosactiona,  in  which  full 
reds  and  full  greens  appeared  always 
alike.-^In  Dr.  Brewster's  Encyclo- 
pedia therp  is  an  account  of  a  Mr. 
Tucker,  who  had  no  power  of  dis- 
tinguishing orange  from  green  or 
blue  from  pink  ;^Mr.  Dalton,  the 
chemist,  has  the  same  incapacity  for 
distinguishing  blue  from  pink,  and 
the  red  in  the  solar  spectrum  is 
scarcely  visible  to  him  ;  and  a  cele- 
brated historical  painter,  in  our  own 
city,  has  a  peculiarity  in  judging  of 
colors,  which  is  equally  remarkable 
and  inconvenient. — In  the  memoirs 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
is  described  the  case  of  a  gentlemaa 
who  could  see  but  four  colors,  vis. 
white,  yellow,  grey,  and  light  blue  ; 
and  Dr.  Nichols  relates  an  anecdote 
of  a  soldier,  who,  having  purchased 
a  uniform  coat  and  waistcoat  of  6/k€, 
selected  breeches  of  red^  thinking 
them  a  perfect  match.  These  and 
other  cases  come  to  us  with  the  best 
authority,  and  in  many  of  them  the 
defect  has  appeared  to  be  hereditary. 

Touching  an  explanation  of  these 
phenomena,  different  philosophers 
have  viewed  the  subject  in  different 
lights ;  an  explanation  which  has 
been  •perfectly  clear  to  some  minds, 
others  have  not  been  able  to  com- 
prehend ;  and  defects  of  reasoning 
have  been  easily  distinguished  by 
one  philosopher,  which  another  has 
had  no  power  of  discerning. — The 
vitreous  humor  has  been  supposed 
by  some  to  have  a  shade  of  blue,  by* 
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which  the  red  light  is  absorbed  be- 
fore it  reaches  the  retina,  and  so  on. 
The  fibres  of  the  retina  which  per- 
ceive certain  colors,  are  thought  by 
others  to  be  partially  or  wholly  pa- 
ralyzed ;  and  a  third  class,  who  sup- 
pose that  rays  of  light  pass  through 
the  retina  and  are  reflected  back, 
before  perception,  by  the  choroid 
coat,  attribute  ihe  phenomena  we 
have  alluded  to,  to  a  modifying  shade 
of  color  in  the  retina  itself.  Which- 
ever theory  we  adopt,  the  explana- 
tion app^rs  plausible,  and  whether 
we  regard  the  supposed  cause  of  the 
defect  in  question,  or  the  analogy  of 
the  other  senses,  it  is  on  the  whole 
somewhat  remarkable  that  these  pe- 
culiarities of  vision  are  not  more 
frequent. 

The  same  articles /ee/  hot  to  some 
persons  that  feel  cold  to  others,  and 
there  is  every  grade  of  this  percep- 
tion betw|een  the  two  extremes.  The 
peculiarities  of  taste  are  proverbial ; 
what  to  some  is  agreeable,  is  nau- 
seous to  others,  and  what  is  decided- 
ly pleasant  or  disgusting  to  the  pa- 
late of  one,  is  often  perfectly  taste- 
less to  another.  So  also  with  the 
sense  of  hearing.  The  perception 
of  sounds  differs  greatly  in  different 
individuals.  Even  among  those  la- 
boring under  ordinary  deafness,  some 
will  hear  a  shrill  voice  scarcely  raised 
above  its  usual  tone,  whilst  a  louder 
voice  is  scarcely  audible,  although 
raised  \ery  considerably  ;  and  vice 
versS.  The  note  of  the  common  tick, 
or  death-watch,  as  it  is  tremblingly 
called  by  the  superstitious,  is  dis- 
tinctly heard  Jby  some  ears,  whilst  to 
others  equally  near,  and  having  an 
equal  acuteness  of  hearing  ordinary 


sounds,  it  is  wholly  inaudible  on  the 
closest  attention.  Dr.  WoUaston 
says  he  has  niet  whh  several  persons 
''  who  never  coukl  hear  the  squeak 
of  a  bat ;  with  same  who  never  heard 
the  chirping  of  the  house  cricket; 
and  with  one  gentleman  who  never 
heard  the  chirping  of  the  common 
house  sparrow  ;"  although  their  com- 
panions could  perceive  these  sounds 
very  distinctly. 

Thus  do  the  capabilities  6f  the 
other  senses  differ  in  different  per* 
sods;  and  this  fact  would  seem  to 
favor  the  explanation  which  appears,, 
at  first  view,  the  least  probable  of 
the  three  spoken  of,  viz. :  that  the* 
defect  of  perceiving  certain  colors 
must  depend  on  some  modification,, 
perhaps  paralysis,  of  the  nerves  ori- 
ginally designed  to  receive  the  im- 
pression. This  subject  is,  however^ 
but  very  imperfectly  understood, and 
oflers  a  wide  and  ao  inviting  field 
fur  the  observation  and  ingenuitj^ 
of  the  physiologist. 


PRESCRIPTIONS.. 

The  following  prescriptions  are  front 
the  Provincial  Medical  Gazette. 

Nervous  Toothack  Linimefit. 

Aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia,  2 
ounces ;  gum  opium,  1  drachm.  Dis- 
solve the  opium  in  the  spirit  by  ma** 
ceration.  The  afiected  tooth,  as 
well  as  those  in  the  upper  and  lower 
maxilla,  to  be  well  rubbed  with  the 
liniment  every  two  or  three  hours 
during  the  paroxysms. 

Or,- 

Camphor,  2  drachms,  dissolved  in 
spirits  of  terebinth,  1  ounce;  to  be 
applied  as  the  former  liniment. 

Or,- 

Camphor,  1  drachm,  dissolved  in 
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npirit  of  wine ;  rectified  aether,  1 
ounce ;  oil  of  CRJeput,  2  drachms. 
Mix  to  m;ike  a  liniment;  to  heap- 
plied  as  directed  above. 

Toothach  toitk  Cariu  and  Eiposure 
of  the  Nerve, 

Powder  of  gum  arable,  half  a 
drachm  ;  tincture  of  myrrh  ;  com- 
pound tincture  of  benzoin;  of  each 
half  an  ounce:  oil  of  cinnamon,  five 
drops  ;  wine  c»f  opium,  three  drachms. 
Mix  to  make  a  liniment,  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  cavity  of  the  affected 
tooih. 

The  resinous  gums  of  this  compo- 
sition being  separated,  form  a  com* 
pl«»te  coating  to  the  exposed  surface, 
which  protects  it  in  a  great  degree 
from  the  irritation  produced  by  ex- 
traneous substances.  This  liniment 
8h(»uld  likewise  be  extensively  and 
freely  applied  to  all  the  teeth  and 
fums. 

JRheumaiic  Toothach  unconnected 
with  Caries, 

Powdered  leaves  of  pyreihrum,  1 
drachm  ;  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  a 
sufficient  quantity  to  make  a  paste. 
Divide  it  into  twelve  portinus.  Take 
one  into  the  mouth  occasionally,  and 
let  it  remain  till  dissolved.  To  be 
used  in  conjunction  with  the  lini- 
ment, and  an  aperient  dose  with 
colchicum. 

Liniment, — Camphorated  spirit  of 
wine,  3  drachms  ;  liquor  of  ammonia, 
10  drops;  wine  uf  opium,  1  drachm. 
Mix  to  ftirm  a  liniment,  to  be  rubbed 
on  ibe  outside  of  the  cheek  of  the  af- 
fected side  three  or  four  times  daily. 

Infiammatory  Toothach ^with  Caries, 
Hydrocyanic  acid,  1  drop  ;  to  bo 
placed  in  the  carious  excavation  after 
lancing  the  gum  freely. 

The  following  remedy  has  obtain- 
ed great  repute  on  the  Continent  : — 
Extract  of  henbane,  1  drachm  ; 
gum  <»pium,  half  a  drachm  ;  extract 
of  bellfKlonna,  nnd  camphor,  of  each 
6  tjrains  ;  oil  of  caj«put,  and  tincture 
of  canthnrides,  of  each  8  drops.  To 
be  mixed  into  a  paste,  with  which 
the  decayed  tooth  is  to  be  filled. 


RuspinVs  Tincture. 

Florentine  iris  root,  8  ounces ; 
powdered  ch>ves,  1  ounce  ;  amber- 
gris, 1  scruple  ;  spirits  of  wine,  2 
pints.  Macerate  for  fourteen  days, 
and  strain  for  use. 

This  application  we  have  used 
with  great  relief  where  the  teeth 
have  evinced  tenderness  on  inhaling 
atmospheric  air,  or  on  the  application 
of  cold  liquids,  such  as  occasionally 
takes  place  after  the  operation  of 
scali;ig. 

Chevalier^s  Unguent  for  Cancer, 
Flowers  of  dit^italis,  one-sixth  part; 
fresh  butter,  fwe  parts  :  to  be  pre- 
pared by  boiling  until  the  lelives  are 
crisp,  and  th"n  strain.  Mr.  Clieva- 
lier  h;is  found  this  application  very 
efficacious  in  diminishing  the  activity 
of  cancerous  ulceration. 

Chevalier'* s  Unguent  for  Acute 
Rheumatic  Inflammation, 

Extract  of  belladonna,  from  an 
eighth  to  a  fourth  ;  oil  of  lavender, 
six  drops  ;  lard,  two  ounces  :  mix. 
The  parts  affected  to  be  rubbed  with 
this  ointment  only  until  the  pain  bo- 
gins  to  abate,  and  left  upon  it  after- 
wards only  while  the  pain  continues 
to  be  present. 

Sir  Henry  HaJford's  Ointment  for 
Hemorrhoids. 
Ointment  of  nitrate  of  mercury, 
almond  oil,  of  each  equal  parts  ;  mix 
in  a  porcelain  mortar  :  to  be  applied 
to  the  parts  two  or  three  limes 
daily. 

Sir  Gilbert  Blane^s  Mixture  for 
Red  ChraveL 
Cinnamon  water,  two  ounces; 
mucilage  of  g<im  arabic,  two  ounces  ; 
clarified  honey,  one  ounce  and  a 
half;  solution  of  potash,  three 
drachms  ;  wine  of  opium,  forty  drops; 
to  which  may  be  occasionally  added 
two  drachms  of  the  compound  spirit 
of  juniper  :  take  two  large  spoonsful 
three  times  a  day  in  a  cup  of  barley 
water.  Sir  G.  Blane  has  prescribed 
this,  we  undiirstaud,  with  great  ad- 
vantage, for  a  high  personage. 
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Sir  Wmiam  KnightonU  Fills  for 
Red  Gravel. 
Dried  carbooate  of  soda,  hard 
snap,  c»f  each  a  drnchm  ;  extract  of 
ova  ursi,  one  scruple  :  mix  to  make 
thirty  pills.  Two  to  be  taken  three 
times  a  day. 

Vance^s^  (late  of  Haslar  Hospital^) 
Stomachic  Mixture  for  Dyspepsia, 
Sulphate  of  quinine,  twelve  grains ; 
diluted  sulphuric  acid,  two  drachms  ; 
tincture  of  orange  peel,  one  ounce 
and  a  half;  tincture  of  hops,  hnlf  an 
ounce  :  mix.  A  dessert  spoonful  to 
be  taken  in  a  glass  of  tepid  water 
half  an  hour  bt^fore  breakfast  and 
dinner  daily.  It  is  an  elegant  and 
grateful  preparation,  and  very  bene- 
ficial when  a  sense  of  distension  and 
flatulence  is  experienced  after  eating. 

Hr.  MiddleionU^  (late  of  Sontkamp- 
touy)  Aperient  for  Children. 
Take  of  senna  leaves,  one  drachm 
and  fifteen  grains ;  manna,  one 
ounce ;  supertartrate  of  potash,  forty- 
five  graitis ;  boiling  water,  eight 
ounces  :  macerate  for  two  hours,  and 
strain.  This  mixture,  in  the  dose  of 
three  or  four  spoonsful,  is  moderate- 
ly aporient,  and,  from  its  being  ex- 
tremely palatable,  it  may  be  conve- 
tiiently  administered  to  children 
where  there  is  difficulty  in  getting 
them  to  take  medicine  that  may  be 
somewhat  nauseous. 


Menorrhagia. — The  leaves  of  the 
red  lit)lyh()ck,  niado  into  a  conserve, 
are  said  to  be  an  efft-clual  renit^dy 
fi>r  this  complaint.  This  is  the  pro- 
per season  fur  gathering  them. 


the  muscles  concerned  in  the  process 
of  vom4ting. 


Power  of  the  Will  over  certain 
Muscles. — It  is  said  of  Fuse!!,  a  cele- 
brated painter,  that  he  had  the  power 
of  ejecting  the  contents  of  hi^  sto- 
mach at  will,  and  without  nausea. 
When  a  dinner  or  any  particular  ar- 
ticle of  food  disturbed  his  digestion, 
he  would  retire  and  throw  it  off  with 
great  facility.  There  are  few  per- 
sons who  possess  such  power  over 


Journal  of  Humanity. — A  weekly 
newspaper  with  this  tiiln  has  been 
recently  commenced  at  Andnver,  in 
this  State.  It  is  devoted  to  the  Sup- 
pression of  Intemperance,  and  con- 
tains many  interesting  and  useful  es- 
says on  topics  connected  with  this 
subject.  The  numbers  which  we 
have  seen  of  this  journal,  contain 
more  original  matter,  we  should 
judge,  than  any  other  newspaper 
printed  in  this  country.  We  recom- 
mend the  work  to  the  profession,  as 
containing  many  good  prescriptions 
for  preventing'tlie  use  and  remeving 
the  e0*ects  of  one  of  the  most  nox- 
ious poisons  #hich  can  be  introduced 
into  the  animal  system. 


.  TO  THE  FACULTY. 

77ie  Editor  will  be  happy  to  re- 
ceive  more  frequent  Communications 
on  subjects  interesting  to  the  Profes* 
sion.  As  this  Journal  is  not  j^on* 
nected  with^  or  devoted  to  the  inter%st 
of  any  school^  porty  or  institution^ 
this  invitation  is  intended  to  be  tint- 
versaL  It  is  addressed^  however^ 
more  particularlyUo  the  Subscribers, 
and  to  the  medical  and  surgical  ojl" 
cers  of  Hospitals  ajjd  other  Public 
Institutions  ;  for  among  the  former 
are  the  moat  intelligent  and  talented 
mrmbcrs  of  the- Prof ession  in  New 
England  and  many  other  States — 
and  at  Public  Medical  Establish' 
ments  peculiar  ojjporiunitics  are  of 
fered  for  extensive  eijjeriment  and 
observation^  the  result  of  which  must 
be  particularly  valuable  to  the  Medi' 
cal  practitioner. 


REPORT    OP    DEATHS  IN  B#8T0N, 
The  week  ending  July  8,  at  noon. 

or  abscess  on  the  brain,  1 — consumption,  2 
—dropsy,  2— dropsy  in  the  head,  1^ infantile, 
2— iuflamination  in  the  bowels,  1 — intemper- 
ance. 1— lung  Tever,  1— measles,  2— palsy,  2 
—  rupture,  1— typhous  fever,  ]— suicide,  1 — 
unknown,  3.  Males,  12— females,  9,  Still- 
born, 1.    Total,  22. 
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NOTICE. 

BOOKSELLERS,  PUBLISHERS,  and 
AUTHORS,  are  informed,  that  bj 
transmitting  to  the  Editor,  free  of  expense, 
a  copy  of  such  works  as  they  may  write 
or  puhlish  on  subjects  interesting  to  the 
medical  profession,  they  wilt  be  entitled 
to  a  notice  of  such  works  in  the  pages  of 
this  Journal. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE 

HAVE  just  received  LIZARDS  ANA- 
TOMICAL  PLATES,  in    12  Nos., 
cold  and  letter  press. 
Bartoa^s  North  American  Flora,  3  yoIs. 

do.       Medical  Boiany,  2  vols. 
Bonaparte's  Ornithology,  3  vols. 
A  System  of  Human  Anatomy  }  trans- 
lated from  the  4th  Edilion  nf  the  French 
of  H.  Cloquet,  M.D.    By  Robert  Knox, 
MA).  F.R.S.E. 

TURNER'S  CHEMISTRY,— NEW 
EDITION. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER U  HENDEE,— Elements  of 
Chemistry,  including  recent  Discoveries 
and« Doctrines  of  the  Science.  By  Eo- 
wlRD  Turner,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.  Second 
American  Edition. 

MANUEL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THESTETHESCOPE. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  recently 
published, — A  short  Treatise  on  the 
different  Methods  of  investigating  Dis- 
eases of  the  Chest.  Translated  from  the 
French  of  M.  Collins,  by  W.  N.  Rtlano, 
M.D.  From  the  third  London  Edition, 
with  Plate*,  and  an  Explanatory  Intro- 
duction, by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society. 

In  preparing  for  the  American  press  the 
English  translation  of  the  well  known  and 
highly  useful  work  of  M.  Collins,  which 
translation  has  passed  through  three  edi- 
tions in  England,  the  Editor  thinks  he  can 
render  it  more  acceptable  by  dispensing 
with  the  various  prefkces  and  introducto- 
ry remarks  which  encumber  the  last  edi- 
tion, and  by  substituting  in  their  place  an 
entirely  new  introduction,  which  is  in- 


tended to  embrace  the  amount  of  all  CbM 
is  important  in  the  prefaces  alluded  to, 
as  well'  as  that  which  is  contained  in  va- 
rious abstracts  and  reviews  which  have 
appeared  of  treatises  upon  the  different 
methods  of  investigating  thoracic  dbeases, 
and  in  some  other  works  which  are  not 
generally  before  the  profession  in  this 
country. 

C.  &  H.  keep  constantly  for  sale  8te- 
thescopes  of  the  most  approved  form. 

FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  k  BARNARD,  184  Wasb 
ington  Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  escelleat 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz :  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia.  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Eake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian  E*rth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Gre^n,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also— a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman's,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cak«»s.       ^^_^_^ 

DENTAL  SURGERY, 

THIS  day  received  by  CARTER  & 
HENDEE,  No.  135,  Washioffton 
Street.— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.    In  three  parts. 

U  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  SAMUEL  Shkldov  Fitck,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Deniicum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas ;  laiatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officina  ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasiones.— Baglivl 
XIII.  March  17. 

ep6w 

A  COPY  of  Bloomfleld's  Critical  Dixest 
of  Sacred  Annotation  on  the  Gos- 
pels, 3  vols.  8vo.  "  The  most  learned 
Commpntary  in  the  English  language.'* 
For  sale  by  COTTONS  &  BARNARD, 
184  Washington  Street. 


Published  weekW,  by  JoHW  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St»,  to 
whom  all  coramunications  must  be  adJressed.  posfpaW.— Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  doUan*  and  a  half  if  not  paid  wiihjn  three  months,  and  four  doltara  if 
not  paid  wiihin  they  oar.    The  postage  for  this  it  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

Comntinicated  for  the  Mtdical  and  Surgio«I 
Jowual. 

flTftlCTURB  OV  TRB    EBCTUM 

In  which  the  Calibre  of  the  InUstine 
woe  wholly  obliterated. 

By   Dr.  John  Stevens,  Lie.  Mass. 
and  N.  Y.  Med.  Soc. 

Mas.  D.,  or  Chariest  own,  aged  48 
years,  had,  for  the  most  part  of  her 
life,  enjoyed  good  health.  4|^  In  July, 
1828,  ghe  was  taken  with  pain  in 
the  bowels,  accompanied  with  con-' 
stipation,  vomiting,  rigors,  &c. 
The  pain  was  rather  unusual,  com- 
ing on  at  intervals,  and  very  nearly 
resembling  the  pains  which  take 
place  in  the  last  stage  of  labor.  I 
made  an  examination  per  vaginam, 
and  found  the  uterus  enlarged  and 
apparently  pressing  hard  upon  the 
rectum.  She  had  not  menstruated 
for  more  than  four  months,  and 
was  persuaded  that  the  womb  was 
affected.  I  pushed  the  uterus 
backwards  and  upwards,  as  far  as 
possible,  and  requested  her  to  keep 
m  a  recumbent  posture, — bled  her 
freely,  gave  her  an  infusion  of  sen- 
na, and  blistered  the  abdomen.  On 
tbe  fourth  day  she  had  an  evacua- 
tion, which  gave  partial  relief,  but 
tbe  pain  still  continued  very  se- 
vere. I  gave  Pil.  Hyd.  with  Ex- 
tract Conii,  a  pill  every  six  boors, 
and  she  gradually  recovered  ;  since 
which  time  Mrs.^D.  has  suffered 
much  from  constipation  of  the  bow- 
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els,  having  bad  a  similar  attack  as 
often  as  once  in  every  five  or  six 
weeks,  which  has  lasted  from  five 
to  eight  days,  but  finally  yielded  to 
the  same  mode  of  treatment. 

June  16th|  1829,  I  was  again 
called  to  visit  Mrs.  D.,  and  found 
that  she  bad  had  bo  feca)  evacua- 
tion for  some  days,  probably  ten 
or  twelve.  The  precise  time  could 
not  be  asoertained.  Her  pulse 
were  goCd,  and  there  were  no  feb- 
rile symptoms  ;  her  pains  were  se*- 
vere,  and  as  above  described,  simi'* 
lar  to  travail  pains,  but  there  was 
no  enlargement  of  the  uterus.  She 
had  taken  a  dose  of  the  Sulpli. 
Magnesia,  and  also  a  dose  of  the 
Compound  Tincture  of  Aloes,  with- 
out effect;  but  after  retaining  them 
on  the  stomach  for  some  hours,  had 
thrown  them  up.  I  gave  a  decoc- 
tion of  senna,  manna,  and  jalap, 
and  enemas  of  the  same. 

1 7th.— No  better.  Gave  Hyd. 
Subm.  gr.  x.,  Pulv.  Jalap,  gr.  xx., 
and  continued  enemas. 

18th. — No  better.  Much  rum- 
bling in  the  bowels,  as  has  been 
usual  in  every  attack.  Gave  01. 
Ricini  et  01.  Terebinth.     , 

19tb. — No  better.  Continued 
enemas  and  used  warm  bath. 

20lh.— No  better.  Gave  Sulph. 
Soda,  as  much  as  the  stomach 
would  bear,  through  tbe  day. 

21st.— No  better.  Gave  pills 
of  Hyd.  Subm.,  Jalap  and  Colo- 
cynth  ;  continued  enemas  and  used 
friction. 
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22cl.— No  better.  I  informed 
Mrs.  D^'s  friends  that  I  considered 
her  in  great  danger,  and  wished  for 
a  consultation.  They  made  choice 
of  Dr.  Brown,  of  Boston.  He  saw 
her  in  consultation  this  day,  and 
continued  to  visit  her  daily  with 
me  during  the  remainder  of  her 
life.  He  entered  into  a  minute 
examination  of  her  case,  and  per- 
fectly agreed  with  me  as  to  its 
nature  and  mode  of  treatment.  A 
large  blister  was  immediately  ap- 
plied to  the  abdomen,  and  two 
ounces  of  the  Infus.  Senn»  Comp. 
directed  every  two  hours,  and  ene- 
mas continued;  also  the  warm  bath. 

23d. — We  saw  the  patient  again. 
No  relief  had  been  obtained.  Gave 
Subm.  Hyd.  et  Pulv.  Jalap,  in 
large  doses  ;  continued  enemas. 

24th. — No  better.  Applied  an 
emollient  cataplasm  over  the  whole 
abdomen,  and  gave  a  pill  composed 
of  Pulv.  Jalap,  et  Subm.  Hyd.  et 
01.  Croton,  minim  one,  every  four 
hours.     Continued  enemas. 

25th.— No  better.  Pills  had 
been  retained.  Gave  an  injection 
of  the  Infus.  Tabaci :  it  was 
retained  -but  a  short  time  ;  it  how- 
ever caused  a  slight  degree  of  nau- 
sea and  dizziness.  A  solution  of 
the  Sdlph.  Soda  was  given  through 
the  day,  as  the  stomach  would  bear. 

26tli.— No  better.  Directed 
Hyd.  Subm.  3i. —  9i.  to  be  given 
every  four  hours,  and  enemas 
continued  of  senna  and  salts. 

27th.— No  better.  Gave  01. 
Ricini  et  01.  Terebinth,  equal 
parts,  as  much  as  the  stomach 
would  bear,  and  enemas  of  the 
same  through  the  day. 

28th.— No  better.  Much  irri- 
tation ;  abdomen  somewhat  enlarg- 
ed and  tense  ;  sphincter  ani  relax- 
ed ;  pulse  upwards  of  100.  Gave 
enemas  of  flaxseed  tea  wilhTinct. 
Opii. 


29th. — Worse.  Symptoms  of 
inftammation  strongly  marked ; 
pulse  120  and  hard.  Bled  freely  ; 
continued  enemas,  and  gave  Tinct. 
Opii,  to  procure  temporary  relief, 
as  the  pain  was  intolerable  ;  gave 
also  an  injection  of  Decoct.  Tabaci. 

30tb.— Considered  the  case  as 
perfectly  hopeless,  and  recoup 
mended  a  palliative  course  merely, 
which  was  continued  unAil  Julj 
2d,  when  she  died  in  great  agony. 
Post-mortem  Ezamination, 

Previous  to  her  death,  being 
perfectly  aware  of  her  situation, 
she  very  judicionsTy  amd  composed- 
ly requested  me  to  examine  her 
body,  and  ascertain  the  cause  of 
her  extreme  suffering  and  death. 
Accordingly,  on  the  3d  of  July, 
about  ten  hours  after  her  decease, 
I  proceeded  to  an  examioatioa,  as- 
sisted by  my  friend  Dr.  SpragHe. 
Dr.  Brown  was  also  present. — Ob 
'opening  the  abdomen,  the  whole 
intestinal  canal,  together  with  the 
omentum,  was  obviously  in  a  state 
of  high  inflammation  :  it  was  v^ry 
much  distended  with  flatus  and  li- 
quids of  difierent  kinds,  which  bad 
been  taken  ;  it  also  contained,  dis- 
persed throughout  its  whole  extent 
so  far  as  traced,  a  large  quantity 
of  green  mucus,  blended  whb  fe- 
culent matter  in  a  liquid  state. 
The  intestines  were  carefully  dis- 
sected from  the  mesentery,  and 
accurately  examined  frdm  the  sto- 
mach dov^n  to  the  rectum  ;  but  no 
cause  of  obstruction  was  met  with, 
until  we  entered  the  pelvis.  We 
then  discovered  a  firm  stricture  of 
the  rectum  :  the  part  appeared 
precisely  as  though  a  ligature  had 
been  passed  tightly  round  the  intes- 
tine. On  further  examination,  it 
was  found  that  the  calibre  of  the 
rectum  was  entirely  obliterated  ; 
a  small  probe  could  not  be  passed 
through  it.     This  stricture  could 
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not  have  been  of  recent  origin,  as 
there  were  no  symptoms  of  recent 
inflammation,  eittier  about  or  below 
it ;  in  fact,  this  part  of  the  intesti- 
nal canal  was  the  only  part  free 
from  inflammation. 

Query, — was  this  stricture  oc- 
casioned by  an  occasional  enlarge- 
ment of  the  uterus,or  didit  arise  from 
accidental  and  unknown  causes  ? 

CkarUttowny  July  ISthj  1S29. 


II. 

Commonicated  for  Uie  Boston  Medical  and 
fiargical  Journal. 

CAROTID  ANEURISM, — OPERATION. 

Performed  at  the  House  of  Indus- 
try at  South  Boston  y 

By  WiNSLow  Lewis,  Jr.,  M.D. 

The  subject  of  the  following  ope- 
jation  was  a  colored  female  of  26 
years  of  age,  married,  of  very  in- 
temperate habits,  and  of  an  exces- 
sive irritable  temperament.  Her 
ordinary  occupation  was  that  of  a 
domestic,'but  her  labors  were  se- 
vere, and  she  was  accustomed  to 
carry  heavy  weights  on  her  head. 
During  an  exertion,  about  five 
months  since,  to  raise  a  large  body 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  it  on  her 
bead,  sne  thinks  she  ^^  felt  some- 
thing give  way,"  was  immediately 
faint,  and  soon  after  perceived  a 
tumor  on  the  left  side  of  her  nc^k. 
This  increased  slowly,  and  at  times 
caused  great  pain  in  the  head  and 
eyes,  with  yertigo  ;  ^ud  for  some 
time  past  she  has  expectorated  a 
bloody  mucus.  For  the  relief  of 
these  distressing  symptoms,  she  en- 
tered the  House  of  Industry  Feb- 
ruary 25tb,  1829.  I  found,  on 
examination,  a  tumor  of  the  size 
of  a  pigeon^s  egg  on  the  left  side  of 
the  neck,  under  the  angle  of  the 
jaw,  pulsating  and  exhibiting  the 
usual  characteristics  of  aneurismal 
disease. 


I  waited  for  some  weeks,  to  ob- 
serve if  any  effect  might  be  pro- 
duced on  the  tumor  bj  the  total 
deprivation  of  ardent  spirits,  which 
must  have  so  much  increased  the 
circulating  force.  I  also,  during 
this  time,  applied  over  it  a  mode- 
rate compression,  and  put  her  upon 
the  lowest  diet.  This  was  wholly 
ineffectual  as  regarded  the  disease, 
but  her  general  health  became  much 
improved.  With  Dr.  Warren  in 
consultation,  the  operation  was  ad- 
vised, but  during  the  examination 
to  determine  the  nature  of  the  dis* 
ease,  the  necessary  pressure  on  the 
tumor  for  the  purpose  of  emptying 
it,  caused  such  excessive  pain  and 
excitement  that  it  could  not  be  ef- 
fectually done.  However,  enough 
could  be  ascertained  to  show  the 
true  character  of  the  tumor,  and 
to  distinguish  it  from  ordinary 
swellings  in  that  part ;  for  the  tu- 
mor did  not  move  with  the  larynx 
or  trachea,  and  other  indications 
were  evident  of  aneurism  of  the 
common  carotid. 

Operation,  March  9th. — The 
patient  was  placed  in  a  chair,  with 
the  head  inclined  to  the  right  and 
a  little  bent  backwards.  The  in- 
cision was  made  over  that  spot 
where  the  sterno-cleido-mastoideus 
muscle  crosses  the  omo-hyoideus, 
in  the  direction  of  the  fibres  of  the 
tracheal  poKion  of  the  first  named 
muscle.  After  the  common  sheath 
was  exposed,  the  patient  fainted. 
The  operation  was  completed  with- 
out difficulty,  except  that  the  inter- 
nal jugular  would  occasionally  in- 
terfere with  and  cover  the  artery. 
The  patient  did  not  complain  of 
any  peculiar  sensation  on  tying  the 
ligature.  The  pulsation  above  im- 
mediately ceased. — Half  an  hour 
after  the  operation,  she  suffered 
from  pain  on  the  left  side  of  the 
head  and  in  the  region  of  the  tem- 
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poral  muscle ;  and  ibea,  and  for 
some  time  arter,asserted  that  a  tooth 
wa^  drafvn  during  the  operatioa. 

March  lOtb. — Still  pain  as 
above,  and  also  very  severe  in  the 
two  first  iJiolar  teeth^  extendiDg  to 
the  occiput ;  very  restless  and  ir« 
ritable;  has  had,  since  last  evening, 
a  difficulty  of  swallowing. 

11th. — Slight  delirium  yester- 
day ;  pain  in  the  head  constant ; 
saliva  from  the  affected  side  ;  de« 
glutition  painful  ;  pulse  104. 

12th.— Better  ;  but  while  swal- 
lowing feels  great  vertigo. 

13th. — Ptyalism  diminished;  ex- 

Eictorated  some  bloody  mucus, 
xamined  the  wound,  which  had 
healed  with  the  exception  of  the 
place  kept  open  by  the  ligature. 

2dth. — Endeavors  to  withdraw 
the  ligature  cause  great  pain  in  the 
above-mentioned  teeth. 

April  1st. — Ligature  removed 
without  further  pain  in  the  teeth. 

4th. — Discharged. 

July  Ist. — The  above  patient  is 
DOW  in  good  health,  nor  has  she 
experienced  any  inconvenience  since 
she  left  the  House.  The  tumor 
has  entirely  disappeared. 

La  Grange  Place  ^  Boston, 


III. 

Comttunicat^d  for  the  Boston  Medictl  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

lARCOULAR  GESTATION. 

«A  Case  exhibiting  some  singular 
Phenomena  in  Parturition. 

By  John  Homans,  M.P. 

Mb.  Editor,— The  following  ex- 
traordinary case  having  recently 
occurred  to  me,  I  beg  to  make  it 
public  through  your  Journal. 

In  September,  1827,  Mrs.  N., 
who  had  been  married  several 
months,  supposed  herself  pregnant 
from  indications  which  rarely  de- 


ceive. From  this  time  until  the 
third  month,  morning  sickness  at* 
tended  her  ;  she  increased  in  size 
until  between  the  sixth  and  seventh 
month,  when  there  was  an  evident 
diminution,  so  that  by  the  ninth 
month  she  was  not  larger  than  at 
the  fourth.  At  this  time  she  was 
seized  with  regular  labor-pains  and 
sickness  at  the  stomach  ;  these 
continued  for  twenty-four  hours, 
when  they  ceased,  and  she  returned 
to  her  accustomed  occupation.  She 
however  continued  to  diminish  in 
size,  and  in  the  following  August 
was  no  larger  than  before  she 
supposed  herself  in  this  situation. 
In  the  next  September  I  was  called 
to  her  in  haste  on  account  of  pro* 
fuse  uterine  hemorrhage,  attended 
with  labor-pains.  Before  I  arrived 
it  ha^  abated  ;  but  something  was 
preserved  for  examination,  which 
proved  to  be  a  fcetus  attached  to 
its  placenta  by  a  cord.  The  foetus 
was  one  and  a  half  inch  long,  and 
of  corresponding  breadth :  on  it 
was  clearly  delineated  the  head 
with  the  features  of  the  face,  the 
arms  (to  the  hand)  attached  to  the 
body,  and  the  lower  limbs  joined  to- 
gether. The  cord  was  about  two 
inches  in  length,  and  the  placenta  of 
proportionate  size.  The  fostus  and 
placenta  were  remarkably  firm, 
and  evmced  that  they  bad  been 
clyely  pressed.  The  time  of  deli- 
very was  within  a  few  days  of  twelve 
months  from  the  time  of  conception. 
Boston,  July  13M,  1829. 


IV. 

Abridged  from  Uie  London  Weekly  Renew. 

STATE   or  SI7R0BRY  IN   SIBBRIA   AND 
ASIATIC  BU8S1A. 

Dr.  Henri  de  Martius,  who 
resided  some  years  in*  Russia,  has 
drawn  the  following  hasty  sketch 
of  the  different  methods  of  cur« 
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in  U96  amoi^  the  Nomadic  natioas 
of  Siberia  and  Asiatic  Russia. 

Baths,  and  especially  vapor 
bathS)  constitute,  an  important 
part  of  ibe  external  treatment  of 
all  diseases.— The  principal  sur- 
gical operation  is  bloodletting, 
which  18  performed  with  any  i»> 
atrument  whatever, — with  a  blunt 
lancet,  a  scalpel,  a  bistoury,  a 
two-edged  needle,  or  with  a  pe- 
culiar little  knife  with  three 
points.  The  Kalmuca  make  use 
of  a  kind  of  fleam,  with  the  cut- 
ting blade  of  which  they  open  the 
vein,  with  the  assistance  of  a  lit- 
tle iron  hammer,  with  which  they 
strike  the  blow.  The  Asiatic  tribes 
employ  a  spring  instrument,  {ar* 
baleUj)  the  dart  of  which  pene- 
trates the  vein  when  they  let  go 
the  spring.  In  Kamtschatca,  the 
vein  near  the  ankle,  {vena  saphena 
ina/or,)  is  opened  by  means  of  a 
little  knife,  a  bodkin,  a  needle, 
an  awl,  &c. 

The  application  of  leeches  is 
not  unknown  to  these  tribes  ;  and 
the  mode  of  proceeding  is  very 
simple.  In  summer,  those  who 
are  desirous  of  getting  rid  of  a 
portion  of  their  blood,  undress 
themselves  and  plunge  into  a  ri- 
ver or  pond  containing  leeches  ; 
when  these  animals  have  sucked 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  blood,  they 
are  made  to  fall  off  with  a  little 
sea-salt.  For  winter  use,  the 
leechet  are  placed  with  water  in 

C'tt  of  clay,  and  the  water  is  al^ 
wed  to  fi'eeze  ;  when  they  are 
wanted  for  use,  the  ice  which 
covers  them  is  melted. 

ScariBcation,  or  acupunctura- 
Hon,  is  employed  in  colic,  in  al- 
most all  tumors  and  abscesses, 
and  in  the  anthrax  of  Siberia. 
To  mal^e  incisions,  they  use 
sharp  pieces  of  broken  glass, 
pike's  teeth,  muscle  shells,  &c. 


In  angina  and  difficulty  of  degluti- 
tion, they  pierce  the  uvula  at  dif- 
ferent times  with  a  needle  or  an 
awl.  In  ophtbairaia,  the  eyelids 
are  scarified  wilh  little  knives, 
or  with  flattened  needles  with 
two  edges ;  a  bandage  of  black  or 
green  stuff,  or  a  gauze  of  black 
horse  hair,  fixed  over  the  eyes, 
serves  to  soften  the  too  powerful 
impression  of  the  rays  of  light. 
Tattooing  is  a  cosmetic  process 
among  the  Ostiacs  and  Tungusians. 
Inoculation  for  the  smallpox  has 
been  practised  from  time  imme- 
morial in  the  Steppes  of  Asia. 
The  Mongoles  fasten  the  crust  of 
a  variolous  pustule  over  a  scratch 
made  on  the  hand  or  foot.  In 
Grucinia  and  Georgia,  they  make 
a  superficial  crucial  incision  be- 
tween the  thumb  and  fore-finger, 
and,  after  having  wiped  away  the 
blood,  touch  the  little  wound  with 
the  variolous  matter,  which  they 

E reserve  in  a  little  box  or  flask  of 
orn  ;  tliey  then  cover  the  whole 
with  a  piece  of  cotton.  At  Bar- 
naoul,  at  Kiachta,  and  in  the  other 
places  on  the  frontiers  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Jekootsk,  they  intro- 
duce into  the  nose  a  wick  impreg- 
nated with  the  variolous  matter. 
The  Tungusians  and  Buriats  ap- 
ply a  layer  of  the  lymph  which 
oozes  from  a  variolous  pustule  to 
the  cheek  or  forehead. 

For  cupping,  in  many  countries 
of  Russia,  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
applying  to  ihe  belly    cast-iron 

tots,  the  air  within  which  they 
ave  rarified  by  means  of  a  little 
lighted  tow;  women  and  girls 
sometimes  employ  them  for  the 

fur  pose  of  procuring  abortion, 
n  the  vapor  baths  they  use  fric- 
tion with  pieces  of  coarse  woollen 
stuff,  and  flagellation  with  young 
twigs  of  birch.  Beating  with 
ttioks  or  the  knout  is  sometimes 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


374 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL- 


practised  as  a  remedy  in  mental 
diseases.  Setons  are  very  often 
used  by  the  tribes  of  the  Steppes. 
Cauterization  with  iron  or  copper 
needles  red-hot,  with  which  they 
pierce  taroors  which  have  not 
yielded  to  other  means,  is  some- 
times very  efficacious.  The  moxa 
is  one  of  the  means  in  most  fre- 
quent use  ;  it  is  made  with  cotton 
thread  :  before  applying  it,  the 
skin  is  covered  with  a  layer  of  the 
white  of  egg,  of  isinglass,  or  of 
strong  glue.  Moxas  are  also  made 
with  hemp,  flux,  and  amadou:  the 
Kalmucs  employ  for  this  object 
the  centaury  of  Siberia,  (centau- 
fia  Sibiricay)  the  down  of  the 
seeds  of  several  species  of  wil- 
low, &c.  The  Mongoles,  pre- 
vious to  the  application  of  the 
moxa,  sprinkle  the  place  with  a 
thin  layer  of  potters'  earth  or 
clay.  The  Ostiacs  and  the  Tun- 
gustans  prepare  the  moxa  with 
the  woolly  and  yellow  fibres  which 
are  found  in  the  fissuies  in  the 
bark  of  the  birch.  In  Siberia, 
the  down  of  several  species  of 
rougwort  is  employed  for  the  same 
use.  To  apply  the  moxa,  they 
seek  for  the  least  sensible  part  of 
the  skin  by  means  of  a  burning 
coal,  which  serves  for  a  tiial. 

In  very  obstinate  tetters,  and 
in  very  inveterate  itch,  many 
tribes  of  the  Steppes  use,  in  the 
form  of  cataplasm,  a  little  insect 
akin  to  the  meloe.  Aquatic  hem- 
lock and  mezereon  serve  as  vesi- 
catories  in  Siberia. 

Pessaries  are  made  of  soap,  of 
hardened  tallow,  or  of  the  flour 
of  rye,  with  simple  syrup  or  ho- 
ney: the  Kalmucs  form  them  with 
honey  and  common  salt.  In  ob- 
stinate constipation  they  place 
the  patient  on  a  sandy  and  dry 
eminence,  and  apply  to  his  sto- 
mach a  smooth  flint,  which  has 
been  made  very  hot. 


The  principal  cosmestics  of 
these  nations  are  the  fresh  juice 
of  Solomon's  seal,  {corwallaria  po- 
lygonatum^)  decoctions  of  the  bark 
of  Daphne  nuzereum^  tchinum  vul- 
gave,  <J-c, 

The  obstetric  art  comprises 
many  very  singular  practices. 
Amongst  the  Kalmucs,  when  the 
child  is  on  the  point  of  being  born, 
the  midwife  gives  a  signal,  by 
which  the  husband  and  his  friends 
posted  near  the  house  are  ap*^ 
prised,  and  discharge  their  fire- 
arms :  this  unexpected  explosion, 
and  the  fright  of  the  mother,  are 
supposed  to  assist  in  hastening  the 
delivery. 

Persons  bitten  by  a  tarantula, 
or  stung  by  a  scorpion,  are  first 
drenched  with  milk,  and  then 
swathed  in  a  basket,  which  is 
poised  and  whirled  in  the  air  by 
means  of  a  cord,  until  abundant 
vomiting  and  profuse  perspiration 
are  induced. 


Communicated   for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

MEDICAL   SPOON. 

•fl  brief  Description  of  this  newly' 
invented  Instrument^ 

By  Chandler  Robbins,  M.D. 

Having  procured  one  of  these 
spoons  from  the  maker,  I  take 
the  liberty  to  give  the  profession 
a  brief  description  of^  it  through 
the  medium  of  the  Medical  Jour- 
nal. The  object  for  which  it  was 
invented  by  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson, 
of  London,  was  to  administer  me- 
dicine to  infants  and  children,  to 
persons  so  ill  as  to  require  food 
or  physic  whilst  in  a  horizontal 
posture,  and  to  maniacs. 

A  general   idea  of  this  instru- 
ment may  be  obtained  by  compar- 
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ing  it  to  a  comraon  spoon  covered 
entirely  over,  excepting  only  a 
small  space  near  the  point  through 
which  the  contained  liquid  is  to 
flow.  If  such  a  spoon  were  filled, 
Us  contents  would  evidently  be 
prevented  from  flowing  into  the 
mouth  by  the  pressure  of  the  air 
on  the  exposed  surface.      This 


evil  is  avoided  by  making  the 
handle  a  hollow  cylinder  opening 
into  the  bowl,  as  represented  in 
the  engraving  below. — For  the 
purpose  of  iQtr4)ducing  the  mixture 
to  be  given^  more  readily  into  the 
spoon,  a  lid  is  fixed  into  the  cover, 
which  may  be  raised  and  shut 
again  at  pleasure. 


When  used,  the  lid  C  is  to  be 
closed  tight  on  the  liquid  which 
has  been  introduced  ^  the  handle 
is  then  to  be  taken  between  the 
middle  and  fore  fingers  of  the 
right  hand,  which  fingers  should 
press  on  the  guard  B  ;  the  thumb 
being  then  placed  on  the  open 
end  of  the  handle  A,  the  instru- 
ment will   be   firmly  supported. 


When  the  bowl  of  the  spoon  is 
introduced  into  the  mouth  of  the 
child,  it  should  be  pressed  down 
on  the  tongue,  and  the  thumb  be* 
ing  then  removed,  (he  medicine 
will  flow  readily  out  at  D,  and 
pass  into  the  stomach. 

The  advantages  of  this  inven- 
tion are  so  obvious  as  to  need  no 
illustration. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


DYSPHAGIA, 

Attended  by  very  unusual  and  singu* 
lar  Circumstances, 

In  a  late  number  of  the  Archives 
Generales  de  Medecine,  is  reported  a 
singular  case  of  this  disease,  the  pre- 
cise nature  of  which  it  was  not  found 
easy  to  determine.  The  patient,  a 
roan  about  sixty  years  of  age,  while 
swallowing  a  large  piece  of  meat, 
suddenly    experienced    a  sense    of 


stricture,  as  if  the  morsel  bad  been 
arrested  at  the  entrance  of  the  oeso- 
phagus. In  a  short  time  he  began 
to  experience  a  constant  desire  of 
deglutition,  but  without  the  power, 
notwithstanding  his  continual  efibrls, 
to  swallow  the  smallest  portion  of 
saliva  or  of  any  liquid  which  was 
offered  him.  He  was  incessantly 
making  the  motions  preparatory  to 
the  act  of  deglutition,  and  when  fatigue 
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obliged  him  to  remit  these  efforts, 
a  noise  was  heard  like  that  of  air 
escaping  from  the  oesophagus.  In 
the  mean  tiroOi  the  respiration  and 
speech  were  perfectly  free,  and  no 
change  of  form  or  color  could  be 
discovered  in  the  pharynx  or  exter- 
nal part  of  the  neck.  A  bougie 
which  passed  freely  into  the  stomach, 
proved  also  that  no  obstruction  exist- 
ed in  the  course  of  the  oesophagus. 

The  spot  pointed  out  by  the  pa- 
tient as  the  seat  of  the  foreign  body, 
was  precisely  that  occupied  by  the 
OS  hyoides,  and  the  attending  surgeon 
was  led  to  suppose  from  the  circum- 
stances preseut,  that  some  displace* 
roent  must  have  occurred  of  the  ap- 
pendices of  this  bone.  In  pursuance 
of  this  idea,  he  carried  the  fore-finger 
of  his  right  handf  into  the  throat  of 
the  patient,  so  as  to  act  on  the  os 
hyoides,  while  his  left  hand  was 
pressed  upon  the  throat  and  upon 
the  same  bone  externally.  The  ef- 
fect was  immediate ;  the  painful  sen- 
sation under  which  the  patient  had 
been  laboring  was  removed,  and  he 
at  once  recovered  the  power  of  de- 
glutition. Two  years  after  the  same 
individual  had  a  similar  attack,  and 
the  same  mode  of  treatment  proved 
equally  successful. 

Dr.  OUivier,  who  reports  the  case, 
though  not  attended  by  himself, 
thinks  the  best  explanation  of  the 
phenomena  to  be,  that  from  a  violent 
effort  of  deglutition,  the  os  hyoides  was 
carried  downwards  in  such  a  manner 
that  one  of  its  cornua  engaged  itself 
in  the  corresponding  cornu  of  the 
thyroid  cartilage  ;  or  that  its  inferior 
cornua  being  pressed  downward  and 
approximated   to  each  other,  may 


hare  become  fixed  in  the  space  in- 
tervening between  the  apophyses 
of  the  thyroid.  Suck  a  d'isplacement 
would  be  rendered  possible  and  even 
likely  to  happen,  by  the  excessive 
length  of  the  cornua  of  the  hyoid 
bone  or  of  the  thyroid  apophyses, 
or  by  any  irregularity; in  the  direc- 
tion of  these  processes. 

HYDROPHOBIA. 

In  Rust's  Magasine  is  the  history  of 
a  case  of  Hydrophobia  in  which 
transfuiion  was  tried.  A  large 
quantity  of  blood  was  abstracted 
from  the  arm,  and  its  place  supplied 
by  blood  from  another.  It  had  no 
good  effect,  and  the  patient  died. 

It  appears  also  by  a  paper  in 
Hufeland^s  Journal,  that  Dr.  Mayer, 
of  St.  Petersburgh,  has  tried  transfu- 
sion in  a  similar  case,  and  with  a  like 
unsuccessful  result.  He  took  five 
ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  and, 
according  to  Magendie's  plan,  a  pint 
of  water ^  at  101  degrees,  was  inject- 
ed into  the  cephalic  vein.  During 
the  operation,  a  burning  sensation  in 
the  region  of  the  subclavian  was  ex- 
perienced by  the  patient ;  and  the 
pulse  afterwards  fell  from  90  to  60, 
and  became  very  small.  This  in- 
jection was  used  five  times  iu  about 
two  days.  A  sense  of  fullness  and 
heaviness  about  the  heart  was  com- 
plained of;  a  profuse  perspiration 
broke  out,  and  the  patient  died  of 
tetanic  convulsions.  It  will  be  re- 
collected that  these  spasms  are  in  the 
usual  course  of  the  disease,  and  al- 
though in  no  degree  mitigated  by  the 
warm  water  injections,  cannot  justly 
be  attributed  to  them. 
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Id  Uio  North  AroericftD  Jour* 
Dal  is  an  iuteresting  paper  by 
Dr.  Rosseau,  in  which  he  relates 
three  cases  in  which  symptoms  re- 
seoibling  Hydrophobia  were  pro- 
duced by  other  causes  than  the  bite 
of  a  rabid  aDimaU  One  case  is  also 
mentioned  in  which  a  man  who  had 
been  bitten  on  the  finger  by  a  dog 
which  was  afterwards  destroyed  as 
mad,  recovered  without  any  ill  con- 
sequences. These  cases^  and  the 
author's  reflections,  have  convinced 
him  that  there  is  no  specific  virus 
conveyed  in  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog, 
capable  of  producing  the  traiu  of 
symptoms  comprehended  under  this 
title ;  and  chat  where  such  symptoms 
have  followed  a  wound  inflicted  by 
this  animal,  they  are  to  be  regarded 
as  constituting  a  variety  of  tetanus, 
and  as  caused  by  the  laceration  itself. 
Pr.  R.  thinks  that  animals  are  often 
saspected  of  madness  without  reason, 
and  that  the  signs  of  this  disease  are 
▼ery  indeterminate.  In  common 
with  many  previous  writers.  Dr.  R. 
▼lews  the  hydrophobia  itself  as  aris- 
ing from  a  spasm  of  the  fauces,  which 
renders  swallowing  diflicult,  and  in- 
spires the  patient  with  a  horror  of 
renewing  his  efibrts  to  efiect  it. 


aCMKDIAL  VALVE    OF  ARSENIC. 

Tbb  Journal  last  quoted  contains 
some  remarks  on  this  subject  by  Dr. 
Coxe,  who  is  of  opinion  that  an 
excess  of  caution  has  been  used  in 
the  administration  of  this  medicine. 
He  quotes  a  case  in  which  fifty  drops 
of  the  solution  were  taken  tliree  times 
a  day  by  a  female  without  in- 
coDveoience^  and  the  medicine  con- 
lioued  at  iotervali  for  four  years^ 


daring  which  time  the  whole  quanti- 
ty taken  exceeded  a  quart.  Dr.  C. 
thinks  that  considerable  doses,  con- 
tinued for  a  short  period,  are  more 
efl*ectual  and  less  hazardous,  on  the 
whole,  than  smaller  quantities  perse- 
vered in  longer.  The  good  efiects 
which  have  been  evinced  by  this 
article  in  cutaneous  diseases,  parti* 
cularly  of  a  leprous  character,  entitle 
it,  according  to  Dr.  C,  to  greater 
confidence  in  these  cases  than  any 
other  remedial  agent ;  and  it  ought, 
in  his  opinion,  to  be  employed  at  an. 
earlier  period  than  has  been  usual, 
without  obliging  the  patient  to  wait 
till  every  other  mode  of  treatment 
has  been  exhausted.  Our  own  ex- 
perience with  this  remedy  leads^ 
however,  to  difi*erent  results. 


HJSMATEMESIS. 

Da.  CoNDiB  remarks  in  the  same 
Journal,  that  he  considers  the  proxi- 
mate cause  of  hemorrhage  from 
the  stomach,  to  be  congestion  of 
the  capillaries  arising  from  irritation. 
In  the  treatment  of  this  aflection,  he 
condemns  the  metallic  astringents  as 
decidedly  injurious,  and  recommends 
the  use  of  ipecacuanha  in  small  and 
repeated  doses.  The  good  effects  of 
this  remedy  have  frequently  been 
ascertained  by  practitioners,  and  are 
confirmed  by  the  author's  own  ex« 
perience.  The  hemorrhage  is  iU'- 
deed  frequently  arrested  by  giving  a 
scruple  or  more  of  the  powder  so  as  to 
produce  vomiting ;  but  a  better  mode 
consists  in  the  repeated  exhibition  of 
much  smaller  doses  so  as  to  produce 
nausea.  Small  doses  of  calomel, 
given  in  like  manner,  have  also  beea 
found  useful. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


378  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


^ 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JULY  28,  1829. 


JONES   ON   THE   NON-EXISTENCE    OF 
MALARIA. 

We  gave  last  week  a  relation  of  the 
circurustaoces  attending  and  conse- 
quent on  exposure  to  marsh  miasma- 
ta, with  an  analysis  of  the  excellent 
work  of  Dr.  M*Culloch  on  this  im- 
portant subject.  Although  the  ef- 
fects and  the  laws  which  regulate 
the  action  of  malaria  have  been  hi- 
therto but  imperfectly  investigated, 
the  existence  of  this  latter  has  been 
generally, — we  had  thought  univer- 
sally,— acknowledged.  The  pam- 
phlet of  Dr.  Jones,  of  Georgia,  in 
which  he  denies  its  existence,  must 
therefore  be  considered  as  one  of 
the  novelties  of  the  day.  The  no- 
tice wc  shall  take  of  this  Essay  will 
amount  only  to  a  brief  but  impartial 
statement  of  his  views,  putting  far 
from  us  any  attempt  to  oppose  these 
views,  aud  still  farther  any  endeavor 
to  uphold  them. 

Touching  the  history  of  this  Es- 
say,—it  was  first  read  before  the 
Central  Medical  Society  of  Georgia, 
and  subsequently  sent  to  Dr.  Hays, 
to  be  published  in  his  American 
Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences. 
Dr.  H.,  after  a  careful  perusal,  re- 
turned it  to  the  author,  with  some 
marginal  notes  pointing  out  inaccu- 
racies In  the  statement  of  facts,  and 
some  feeble  points  in  the  arguments. 
Dr.  H.  also  wrote  to  Dr.  Jones  that 
his  motive  was  to  have  the  essay  ap- 
pear as  strong  and  creditable  as  pos- 
sible, and  requesting  that  it  might  be 
sent  back  to  Philadelphia  in  time  for 
insertion  in  the  next  number.     All 


this,  which  to  us  appears  extremely 
friendly  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Hays,  and 
a  mode  of  procedure  highly  honora- 
ble to  him  as  a  man  and  as  an  Edi- 
tor,— the  more  so  since  he  is  himself 
a  staunch  miasmatist, — was  received 
by  Dr.  J.  as  evidence  of  a  desire  to 
oppose  his  views,  and  of  an  unwil- 
lingness to  have  the  article  published 
in  the  Journal.  This  latter  was 
more  particularly  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  the  MS.  was  returned  fur 
correction  at  so  late  a  period  as  to 
allow  but  two  days,  (ample  time,  we 
should  suppose,)  for  revision  and 
correction.  Accordingly,  as  others 
have  done  before  him.  Dr.  J.  issued 
his  essay  in  the  popular  form  of  a 
pamphlet,  and  appended  thereto  the 
marginal  notes  of  Dr.  H.,  with  suita- 
ble replies. 

In  this  Essay  two  propositions  are 
clearly  stated,  viz  : — 

1st.  "  That  no  such  deleterious  mi- 
asmatic exhalations,  so  destructive 
to  health,  exist,  except  in  the  imagi- 
nations of  speculative  theorists,"  and, 

2d.  "  That  moisture,  under  differ- 
ent states  of  temperature,  acting  on 
the  human  frame  under  difierent 
states  of  the  cutaneous  functions  and 
muscular  relaxation,  are  the  sole 
causes  [is  the  sole  cause]  of  inter- 
mittent and  remittent  bilious  fevers." 
The  arguments  adduced  in  support 
of  these  positions  are,  as  we  under- 
stand, the  following: — 1st.  That  no 
chemical  analysis  or  process  of  eu- 
diometry  has  been  able  to  detect  any 
difference  in  the  composition  of 
healthy    and    unhealthy    air.      2d. 
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That  the  Bgtncy  of  cold,  particular- 
ly that  which  is  produced  by  damp- 
ness, in  checking  perspiration  and 
thereby  producing  fever,  is  at  once 
conformable  to  reason  and  demon- 
strated by  experience.  3d.  That 
intermittents,  or  what  are  called  ma- 
hiria  fevers,  are  most  prevalent  in 
moist  tracts  of  country,  and  that 
without  any  reference  to  putrefaction 
or  collections  of  stagnant  water.  4th. 
That  patients  affected  with  intermit- 
tent frequently  recover  under  proper 
treatment,  without  change  of  situa- 
tion, which  could  not  be  the  case  if 
the  cause  of  disease  existed  in  the 
atmosphere,  because  the  continued 
application  of  this  cause  would  ren- 
der all  remedies  unavailing.  5th. 
That  hydrogen  gas,  to  the  presence 
of  which  the  noxious  quality  of  ma- 
laria is  by  many  attributed,  is  not 
capable,  under  other  circumstances, 
of  producing  intermittent  fever.  6th. 
That  the  necessity  of  the  presence 
of  vegetable  putrefaction,  which  is 
contended  for  by  the  miasmatists,  is 
disproved  by  the  want  of  vegetation 
in  the  Canipagna  di  Roma  and  on  the 
Pontine  marshes. 

Although  Dr.  Jones  maintains  the 
foregoing  arguments  to  have  been 
suggested  to  him  solely  by  his  own 
observation,  a  claim  which  we  cer- 
tainly would  not  deny,  we  believe 
most  of  them  to  have  been  advanced 
before,  and  that  Dr.  J.  might  have 
found  some  of  them  answered  in  the 
popular  works  on  this  subject.  As 
far  as  we  understand  Dr.  J.,  he  does 
not  himself  deny  the  existence  of 
malaria  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
term,  since  he  admits  that  it  is 
through  the  medium  of  the  atmos- 


phere that  his  morbid  agent  pro- 
duces its  effects.  The  controversy, 
then,  between  him  and  the  miasma- 
tists,  turns  on  two  questions.  The 
first  is,  whether  the  presence  of  ve- 
getable decomposition  is  necessary 
in  order  to  create  this  morbid  atmos- 
phere ;  or  whether  heat,  and  moisture 
are  adequate  to  its  production.  This 
question  it  is  obvious  must  be  decid- 
ed by  experience  ;  on  this  ground  it 
is  discussed  by  Dr.  M'Culloch  in  his 
treatise,  page  466—476,  and  on  this 
ground  it  is  also  discussed  by  Dr» 
Jones ;  but  while  the  latter  accuses 
the  former  of  making  assertions  with- 
out proof,  we  cannot  see  that  his 
own  induction  is  more  extensive  or 
his  facts  more  accurately  drawn. 

One  of  the  arguments  advanced  by 
Dr.  M'Culloch  against  the  produc- 
tion of  malaria  by  heat  and  moisiture, 
is  its  non-existence  at  sea  in  tropical 
latitudes.  To  this  Dr.  Jones  replies, 
that  the  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the 
sea-salt ;  whereas  it  has  been  shown 
by  the  former  author,  that  salt  water 
in  similar  circumstances  is  nearly  if 
not  quite  as  injurious  as  fresh.  The 
replies  made  by  Dr.  J.  to  other  ob- 
jections against  his  theory,  do  not 
appear  to  us  more  satisfactory,  and 
we  fear  will  not  satisfy  the  majority 
of  his  readers. 

The  second  point  at  issue  between 
our  author  and  the  miasniatists  is, 
whether  any  union  exists  between 
the  atmosphere  and  its  noxious  in- 
gredient, by  which  the  chemical  con- 
stitution of  the  former  is  altered. 
The  negative  of  this  question  certain- 
ly gains  great  support  from  the  ar- 
gument before  mentioned  as  derived 
from  analysis  ;  and  to  this  the  mias- 
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matist  confesses  himself  unable  to 
furDish  a  full  and  eotire  aoswen 
This,  however,  is  perhaps  of  less 
importance  than  might  at  first  ap- 
pear. The  doctrine  of  malaria  can 
be  but  little  affected  by  any  specula- 
tions in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
eombination  between  the  atsMsphere 
and  the  poison.  The  composition 
of  theeir  is  still  involved  in  mystery, 
not  only  as  regards  the  mode  of  ex- 
istence of  vegetable  effluvia,  but  even 
that  of  moisture  itself.  *<In  fact/* 
Bays  a  late  writer  in  summing  up  the 
doctrines  of  philosophy  on  this  sob* 
ject,  "  little  knowledge  has  yet  been 
Acquired  of  the  causes  of  many  of 
the  phenomena  of  meteorology.  It 
{s  not  yet  demonstrated  how  water 
Yises  in  the  air,  in  what  state  it  exists, 
4tr  how  it  is  condensed.^*  Even  ad« 
oitting,  therefore,  the  adequacy  of 
^at  and  moisture  to  produce  the 
whole  effect  which  Dr.  J.  ascribes  to 
ihem,  we  seem  hardly  lo  be  justified 
to  inferring  the  non*exi«tence  of  ma* 
laria,  even  in  the  fullest  sense  assign* 
ed  it  by  the  miasmatists. 

But  if  Dr.  Jones  has  failed  in  es- 
tablishing his  theory,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  he  has  adduced  in  its  sup- 
port some  ingenious  arguments,  and 
illustrated  it  by  many  curious  and 
important  facts.  Unfortunately,  some 
of  these  last  are  somewhat  loosely 
stated,  and  in  their  present  form  are 
open  to  contradiction.  We  noticed 
also  some  inaccuracies  of  expression, 
and  several  grammatical  errors,  which 
must  have  occurred  in  the  haste  of 
composition, and  which  Dr.  Jones  wilt 
do  well  to  correct  in  the  event  of  his 
publishing  a  second  edition. 

Finally,  with  regard  to  the  gene- 


ral question  of  the  nature  of  malaria, 
we  confess  ourselves  still  very  much 
in  the  dark,  and  unwilling  to  yield 
an  assent  to  either  of  the  abo\e  au- 
thors. That  the  cause  ei  intefmit- 
tents  is  merely  a  combination  of  heal 
and  moisture  acting  under  the  cir- 
cumstances stated  by  Dr.  Jones, 
seems  to  bo  contradicted  by  the  fact 
that  in  our  latitudes,  in  persons  who 
are  exposed  to  the  extremes  of  both 
during  oppressive  and  protracted 
summers,  such  exposure  is  never 
known  to  produce  fever  and  ague ; 
but  if  the  same  persons  pass  ever  so 
rapidly  through  a  malaria  district, 
that  disease  is  not  unfrequently  in- 
duced. The  same  objection  will 
apply  to  Dr,  M^CoIioch's  doctrine 
that  the  miasma  which  produces  iiH 
termittents  is  the  production  of  de* 
caying  vegetable  matter  in  contact 
with  moisture  under  a  certain  eiera- 
tjon  of  temperature.  On  the  flats 
which  border  some  parts  of  our  city, 
for  example,  hundreds  of  individuals, 
of  all  descriptions,  are  exposed  week 
after  week  to  this  combination  during 
the  heats  of  summer,  and  yet  the  ef- 
fects ascribed  to  such  exposure  are 
not  produced. — It  cannot  be  replied 
that  it  IS  necessary  to  these  effects 
that  the  air  thus  poisoned  should  act 
on  a  system  modified  by  a  southern 
climate  ;  for  the  individuals  last  al- 
luded to,  after  resisting  this  nozioua 
atmosphere,  are  apt  to  be  attacked 
by  intermittents  if  they  pass  through 
a  malaria  district.  The  worst  casea 
of  the  disease  we  northerners  have 
to  manage,  are  not  in  constitutions 
formed  under  the  influence  of  a  tro- 
pical sun,  but  in  our  own  men  and 
women,  who  have  contracted    the 
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disease  whilst  passing  in  the  haste  of 
busioesSf  or  the  still  greater  expedi- 
tion of  what  they  call  pleasure, 
through  the  regions  of  marsh  mias- 
mata ; — persons  who  have  inhaled  the 
poison  in  a  single  hour^  whilst,  whis- 
iJing  for  want  of  thought  on  the 
box  oi  a  8tage-coach|  or  quietly 
sleeping  on  the  deck  of  a  caual  boat. 
With  regard  to  the  efects  of  ma- 
laria, the  profession  has  been  greatly 
enlightened  by  the  labors  of  Dr. 
M'CuUoch  ;  its  n«ltfre^ still  remains 
enveloped  in  too^^^much  mystery. 


BLISTSES  IN  ABORTION. 

Wb  noticed  last  week,  among  our 
Sketches,  a  case  recorded  by  Dr. 
Belden,  in  the  last  New  York  Med. 
«nd  Phys.  Journal,  in  which  abortion 
appeared  to  be  prevented  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  issue  from  a  blis- 
tered surface.  We  have  since  re^ 
eeived  the  following  note,  confirming 
this  view  of  the  subject,  from  a  va- 
lued correspondent  at  Lynn. 

To  the  Editor!  of  the  Boeton  Medical  and 
Surf  ieal  Jomud* 

Sonar  to  whom  Junior  i$  ebu. 
Gbnts. — The  fact  communicated  in 
the  Journal  of  this  day's  date  res- 
pecting the  efficacy  of  issues  in  pre- 
venting abortion,  is  by  no  means 
oew,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to 
^  the  thirteenth  edition''  of  Marryat's 
"  Art  of  Healing,"  page  240>  pub- 
lished in  Bristol,  CiigUnd,  1792 ; 
from  which  the  following  extract  is 
nade,  and  is  at  your  service. 

R.H. 

«  The  eure  [of  Abortion].— Pre- 
vention is  alt  we  are  capable  of  in 
these  cases.  Where  there  is  a  prone- 
ness  to  miscarry,  from  n  laxity  of  tbe 
muscular  fibres,  or  if  she  hns  miscar- 
ried before,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
use  th«  same  regimen  as  that  recom- 


mended under  Wkaknbss  of  the  So»' 
LIDS,  and  to  keep  an  issue  constantly 
open.  I  knew  a  lady  who  miscar* 
ried  twice,  then  opened*  an  issue,  and 
while  it  continued  had  three  living 
children;  she  then  suffered  it  to  dry 
up,  and  again  miscarried  ;  it  was  cut 
again  shortly  after,  and  she  bore  five 
strong  and  healthy  children..  Her 
issne  then  dried  up  spontaneously, 
after  which  she  miscarried  tbrete 
times  successively. 
Jvly2lsi^  1829. 


boots  and  HEBB8. 

An  advertisement  in  the  Virginia 
Phoenix,  headed  <<  The  New  York 
Medical  Academy,''  caught-  our  eye 
this  morning,  and  gave  us  the  first 
intimation  we  had  received  of  the 
efforts  making  to  reform,  among  oth- 
er things,  tlie  science  of  medicine.. 
A  number  of  Root-and-Herb  Doctors^ 
it  seems,  have  combined  together  for 
this  inconceivable  purpose,  and  are 
about  opening  a  Medical  School  iir 
the  city  of  New  York  \  This  is  in- 
deed a  rare  specimen  of  high  life- 
below  stairs.— ^These  gallant  reform*^ 
ers  cry  not  so  much  intrigue  and 
corruption,  as  murder  !  ^*  Mercury, 
the  lancet,  and  the  knife,"  they  pro* 
claim  to  be  ^  evidently  fatal  to  mul* 
titodes;*'  and  against  these  three 
dangerous  enemies  they  have  waged 
an  open  war.  Had  these  valiant  doc* 
tors  aimed  only  to  reform  the  prao- 
Itce  of  medicine,  their  object  would 
have  been  laudable,  however  ridicti- 
lous  the  measures  they  might  take  to 
accomplish  it ;  but  this  purpose  is 
altogether  too  contracted  to  satisfy 
the  aspirings  of  great  minds ;  the 
Root-and-Herb  Doctors  have  under* 
taken  to  reform  the  Science  itself,  as 
if  the  great  principles  of  Science 
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were  capable  of  being  reformed  by 
ihein,  any  more  tban  those  of  Natural 
Philosophy  or  Moral  Government. 
The  modesty f  however,  with  which 
their  object  is  set  forth,  is  in  perfect 
keeping  with  that  displayed  in  other 
parts  of  the  notice. 

It  seems  by  the  above-mentioned 
notice,  that  this  reform  has  been 
brewing  about  forty  years,  but  do- 
thing  very  permanent  was  effected 
until  the  year  1827^  when  an  indivi- 
dual, overpowered  by  his  wonderful 
development  of  the  organ  of  benevo- 
lence, and  tender-hearted  withal  and 
not  over  fond  of  filthy  lucre,  became 
deeply  impressed  with  the  murderous 
iniquity  of  all  regularly-educated 
medical  practitioners ;— horror-struck 
with  the  waste  of  human  life  and 
happiness  occasioned  by  the  pre- 
acriptions  of  the  learned,  intelli- 
gent, and  experienced  members  of 
the  faculty,  he  '<  procured  a  lot  of 
ground,  and  erected  a  handsome  and 
convenient  edifice,  for  an  institution 
denominated.  The  United  States 
Infirmary,'*  where  the  Science  of  Me- 
dicine might  be  reformed,  and  the 
Root-and-Herb  system  exclusively 
adopted.  Adjoining  this  United  States 
Infirmary,  or  Root-and-Herb  Steepe- 
ry,  as  it  might  with  more  propriety  be 
called, ''a  large  and  commodious^' edi- 
fice has  been  since  erected  for  a  Vege- 
table Medical  School,  which  is  to  be 
opened,we  are  told,  in  November  next. 
At  this  School  of  Refoam  are  to 
be  taught,  in  addition  to  the  reformed 
doctrines,  all  the  necessary  branches 
taught  at  other  schools;  and  yet 
things  are  to  be  so  niaoaged  as  that 
the  student  ^  may  acquire  a  know- 
ledge of  both  in  less  than  one  half 


the  time,  and  with  half  the  expense, 
that  is  required  at  other  Medical  In- 
stitutions'* !  How  this  is  to  be  effect- 
ed we  know  not,  unless  it  be  by  a  spe- 
cies of  enchantment,  to  be  exercised, 
perhaps,  by  some  magic  rod. 

But  these  redoubtable  reformers 
do  more ;  they  guarantee  employment 
to  their  pupils  after  they  leave  the 
school,  and  that  too  ^  with  a  gene- 
rous compensation" ! ! 

At  the  Root  and  Herb  Steepery, 
^  there  will  be  do  specified  time  to 
complete  a  course  of  study,''  but 
when  a  diploma  is  given,  it  ^^  will 
have  a  decided  advantage  over  every 
other  *'!  I !  Bravo !  It  will  doubt- 
less throw  the  diplomas  of  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Balti- 
more, entirely  in  the  back-grouod  ; 
and  as  for  those  from  the  Universities 
of  London,  Paris,  and  Edinbui^h, 
they  will  be  mere  brown  paper  com- 
pared to  those  from  the  Roots 
and  Herbs.  The  reason  of  this  is 
obvious.  The  former  only  iodicate 
the  qualification  of  a  gentleman  to 
assume  the  prerogatives  of  the  pro- 
fession ;  the  latter  do  more,-*-4hey 
ensure  him  employment. 


DR.  OODMAn's  ADDR1K88E8. 

Dr.  Godman,  of  Philadelphia,  is 
about  publishing  by  subscription  a 
collection  of  Addresses  delivered  by 
him  on  various  occasions ;  with  an 
Appendix  containing  an  explanation 
of  the  ^  Injurious  Effects  of  Tight 
Lacing  on  the  Organs  of  Respiration, 
&c." 

This  author  is  known  as  a  person 
of  uncommon  merit,  especially  in 
the  departmenta  of  Natural  History 
and  Anatomy.     All  his  prodoctioos 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


S8S 


bear  the  stamp  of  geoius.  It  is  to 
be  expected  that  he  will  present  ia 
a  strong  light  the  facts  connected 
with  a  subject  interesting  to  the  me- 
dical profession  and  important  to 
the  community. 

The  proposed  Addresses  will  form 
an  octavo  volume.  The  subscription 
price  is  two  dollars.  A  subscription 
paper  is  left  at  Mr.  Carter's  book- 
store, corner  of  School  Street. 


80&£  NIPPLES. 


by  the  new  tooth.  A  short  time 
after,  the  uld  man  was  attacked  with 
a  violent  aflection  of  ihe  brain,  under 
which  he  died.  On  exaniinatiun  af- 
ter death,  an  inundation  of  watery 
*liquid  was  found  on  the  brain.  The 
new  tooth  was  extracted  from  the- 
jaw :  it  was  perfectly  formed,  but 
small,  and  had  very  short  roots. 


Ma.  North,  the  scientific  conductor 
of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Jour'- 
nal^  sHy>  he  has  found  the  following 
composit'on  a  very  efficacious  topi- 
cal reoH  dy  for  sore  nipples  : — 

Take  of  Gum   Arabic  Powder,  half  an 
ounce  ; 
.  Alum,  five  grains. 

The  alum,  being  reduced  in  a  glass 
mortar  to  a  fine  powder,  is  to  be  well 
mixed  with  the  gum  arabic  powder. 
This  composition  is  to  be  applied  to 
the  parts  affected,  (previously  dried 
b>  soft  linen,)  every  lime  after  suck- 
ling, by  means  of  a  camel-hair  pencil. 
The  nipple,  after  being  covered  with 
the  powder,  should  be  protected 
against  the  friciion  of  the  clothes  by 
a  shield  of  some  kind, — many  being 
in  common  use.  The  best  we  are 
acquainted  with,  is  a  short  glass  tube 
made  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and 
sold  by  JVIr.  Charles  White,  Apothe- 
cary, in  this  city. 

Dentition  in  an  old  Man^  and 
Death  in  Consequence, — An  old  man 
of  the  age  of  75  years,  consulting  Dr. 
Jahn,  at  Menington,  told  him  that  he 
was  about  to  cut  a  new  tooth,  which 
was  already  bursting  through  the 
gum,  and  that  this  late  dentition  was 
hereditary  in  his  family.  On  exa- 
mining the  mouth,  the  Doctor  per- 
ceived an  enlargement  of  the  gum 
at  the  place  of  the  lasit  molar  tooth, 
on  the  left  side  of  the  lower  jaw,  and 
further  buck  a  protuberance  formed 


Eruption  of  the  Measles  on  one- 
Side  only  of  the  Body, — A  child, 
from  the  time  of  its  birth  until  it  was 
a  year  old,  had.  perspired  on  only 
one  side  of  his  body.  This  singular 
anomaly  had  disappeared  under  the 
continual  application  of  warm  baths.. 
In  an  epidemic  of  measles,  the  child 
was  attacked  with  that  disorder,  but 
the  eruption  only  showed  itself  on 
that  side  of  the  body,  which,  fron» 
the  beginning,  had  enjoyed  the  great- 
est share  of  vital  activity. 

RusVs  Magazine^r 

New  Mode  of  Vaccinating, — In 
the  hope  of  rendering  vaccination  a 
more  certain  preservative  against  the 
attacks  of  smallpox,  M.  /ahn  vacci- 
nates his  patients  on  the  thighs  as 
well  as  the  arms,  in  such  a  manner  a» 
to  produce  from  twenty-four  to  thir- 
ty-six pustules.  The  fever  which 
succeeds  to  this  operation  is  repre- 
sented as  very  stmng,  but  as  never 
having  been  attended  with  grave  or 
dangerous  symptoms. 


Hospital  Reports, — In  this  Jour- 
nal will  henceforward  be  published, 
reports  of  interesting  cases  and  opera- 
tions which  may  occur  at  the  United 
States  Marine  Hospital  at  Chelsea,  as 
well  as  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital.  These  reports  will  be 
prepared  by  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Officers  of  these  Institutions. 


REPORT   OF    DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

The  week  ending  July  17,  at  nooo. 

or  croup,  1 — consumption,  6— delirium  tre- 
mens, l-»infanttle,  2 — intemperance,  l—liver 
complaint,  1— measles,  8— old  age,  1— suddeo» 
1.    Males,  9— females,  8.    Total,  17. 
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OUR  OWN  AFFAIRS, 


It  has  been  suggested  to  us  by  seve- 
ral gentlemeD  that  it  would  be  an  im- 
provement in  the  plan  of  this  Jour- 
nal, if  it  were  to  come  out  only  on 
the  1st  and  15th  of  every  month  in- 
stead of  weekly,  and  each  number 
contain  two  sheets  instead  of  one.  It 
would  appear;  say  they,  more  respect- 
able.— We  are  fully  of  the  same  opi- 
nion ;  and  have  to  add  that  such  a 
change  would  very  considerably  les- 
sen our  editorial  labors,  and  be  a  sav- 
ing of  expense  to  the  publishers. 

The  subscribers^  however,  derive 
advantages  from  the  present  form  and 
mrrangenient  which  seem  to  make  it 
our  duty  to  resist  the  temptation  of 
a  more  respectable  appearance.  Ad- 
vances in  medical  science  are  made 
known,  not  only  more  speedily  than 
they  would  be  by  the  proposed  plan, 
but  in  quantities  better  suited  to  the 
«hort  intervals  of  leisure  enjoyed  by 
medical  practitioners,  and  the  work 
•comes  to  them  at  a  lower  rate.  In  its 
|)resent  form,  the  Journal  pays  only 
newspaper,  postage  ;  if  the  other  me- 
thod of  publication  were  adopted  it 
would  pay  pamphlet  postage,  which  is 
nearly  double  the  amount  for  every 
sheet.  If  again  it  were  covered,  which 
would  be  in  a  manner  necessary  under 
auch  circumstances,  the  postage  of 
still  another  sheet  would  be  added, 
making  the  annual  amount  of  postage 
alone  to  those  who  reside  more  than 
too  miles  from  Boston,  more  than 
half  as  much  as  the  present  subscrip- 
tion price, — a  consideration  of  no 
little  importance  to  distant  Subscrib- 
an  evidence  also  of  the  extreme 


ers,- 


cheapness  of  this  Journal,  as  well  as 
of  the  expediency  of  retaining  its 
present  form. 

:cl  ourselves  obligated,  there- 
fore, although  in  opposition  to  our 
own  private  interest  and  wishes,  to 
continue  the  present  arrangement,  and 
if  any  improvements  are  made,  en- 


deavor to  make  tham^  io  tha.tme  spirit 
of  the  age,  not  external  but  uUerKol^ 

Tna  subscriber,  formerly  agetat  for  the 
Proprietort  of  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  haTiog  become  the 
purchaser  and  sole  Proprietor  of  this  work, 
informs  those  who  are  indebted  for  the 
first  volume^  that  immediate  payment  of 
their  subscription  has  become  necessary 
in  order  to  the  proper  settlement  of  hta 
accounts  with  the  former  proprietors.  He 
therefore  requests  that  apon  the  receipt 
of  this  notice,  the  amount  doe  accordin|: 
to  the  bill  sent  at  the  close  of  the  Toloflsei 
may  be  transmitted. 

JOHN  COTTON, 

BOOKSELLERS,  PUBLISHERS,  and 
AUTHORS,  are  informed,  (hat  by  trana- 
mittfaig  to  the  Editor,  free  of  eapense, 
a  copy  of  such  works  as  they  may  Write 
or  publish  on  subjects  interesting  to  the 
medical  profession,  they  will  be  entitled 
to  a  notice  of  such  works  in  the  pages  of 
this  Journal. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE, 

CoTTur  •/  Wcuhtngfon  end  Stko0l  5itree/#, 

HAVE  recently  pablished  and  for  sale, 
LECTURES  ON  ANATOMY, 
SURGERY  AND  PATHOLOGY,  loclod- 
iag  Observations  on  the  Nature  and  Treat- 
ment of  Local  Diseases— delivered  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  by  Joaa  AaXR- 
asTBT,  F.R.3. 

ADVKRTISKMSHT. 

The  estimation  in  which  the  opiniona 
of  the  celebrated  teacher  id  the  School  of 
St  Bartholomew's  is  held,  must  render 
the  present  volumes  invaluable  to  the 
student,  while  it  will  equally  serve  as  a 
work  of  reference  to  the  elder  branches  of 
the  profession,  containing,  as  it  doea,  the 
views  and  opinions  of  one  whose  life  has 
been  spent  io  instruction,  and  whose  tal- 
ents and  acquirements  are  no  less  admired 
than  respected. 

Nor  is  the  value  of  the  volume  confined 
either  to  the  medical  lyro  or  the  more  ex- 
perienced practitioner.  The  popular 
reader,  from  the  plain,  ludd  and  colloqui- 
al style  of  the  Lectures,  will  derive  both 
pleasure  and  instruction  from  the  perusal, 
while  the  greneral  contents  yield  a  body 
of  information  not  to  be  met  with  io  works 
of  this  description,  and  which  will  render 
it  io  families  a  book  of  familiar  consulta- 
tion and  reference.  July  28. 


Published  weekly,  by  Johh  Cottoh,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  aU  comiDunicationa  most  be  addressed,  poitpaid. — Price  three  dollan  per  annua,  if 
^aid  in  advance,  ihrea  dollara  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  moaUiB,  and  lour  dalteni  if 
not  paid  within  they  ear.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  aewepapers. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tHE  BO*TO* 

MEDICAL  Al^i*  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


h  ^ 


Ij    I.. 


TOL.II.J 

If    1.1     ■  KH 


TUESDAY,  AUGUST  4,  1^29: 


[No.  25. 


s£tt: 


SfiE 


a»|U4CIt  ATIQN  BY  OXYOEN  GAS  FaOBI 

AiPPARBNT  pe;&th  by  drowning* 

iciier  l.—Tbihe  Editor. 

CanAndge  (kd.%  March  31, 1&29; 
B^AR  SiR,~At  tbe  clctte  of  my 
chitnicaT  amtisbments  of  thi»  wlii- 
tdr,  an  accident  occurred  whicU 
^4ve  rise  to  an  experiment  whose 
r^Mflt  deserves,  I  think,  to  be  class- 
ed  .amo'ng  tbe  sobjeots  of  yotir  in^ 
valuable  Journal.  It  is  one  on  tbe 
efficacy  of  Oxygen  Gas  in  an  ex- 
treme case  of  Asphyxia. 

A  favorite  young  beagle  hound 
had  fallen  into  a  neighbor's  cellar 
full  of  water,  and  was  drotvned. 
How  long  be  lay  there,  (which  is 
a  prominent  point  in  tbe  case,)  can 
only  be-  conjectured  from  the  fol- 
lowine^  facts  : — He  was  beard 
flouncing  and  yelping  in  the  waters; 
and  the  family  believing  be  was  a 
mad  dog,  did  not  venture  in  to  bis 
relief  until  their  negro  man  return- 
ed from  a  ride  of  two  miles,  on 
which  he  had  been  sent  shortly  be- 
fore tbe  accident,  when  they  sup- 
tosed  he  had  got  out,  as  be  bad 
een  long  silent ;  but  on  searching, 
he  found  him  lying  dead  under  the 
water,  and  draoged  him  out.  Find- 
ing it  was  my  dog,  he  informed  my 
servant,  who  obtained  a  wheel- 
barrow and  brought  him  home,  and 
then  went  in  quest  of  me.  When 
I  arrived,  with  some  gentlemen 
who  accompanied  me  to  witness 

25 


tte  experirti^ht  which  I  proposed; 
ive  footed  the  doe's  body  and  limbs 
HO  chMi  Hard^  dnd  inflexible,  that; 
iabiri^  hidi  by  tbe  feet,  be  wa^ 
tufnea  ov^r  as  a  block  i\'iih  four 
pegs  attached  to  it. 

Having  at  hand  som6  jars  of 
^asfesy  and  fortunately  one  of  oxy- 
gen, whibhl  bad  recently  prepared 
for  ft  sirtiilar  experiment  with  small- 
er animals  to  be  plctCed  onder  as- 
phyxia, froiii  carbonic  acid  gas,  but 
not  having  executed  tny  design,  I  fill* 
ed  a  large  bladder  with  the  oxygen^ 
not  diluted  with  any  portion  of  ni- 
trogen, because  I  wished  to  pro- 
duce the  greatest  possible  excite- 
ment in  a  case  so  desperate.  I 
attached  to  tbe  bladder  a  small 
brass  stop-cock  with  a  long  beak, 
and  infused  into  his  lungs,  by  a  vio- 
lent pressure  of  the  bladder,  a  co- 
Eious  dose  of  tbe  gas  ;  upon  which 
e  instantly  made  a  convulsive  and 
solitary  velp,  to  the  full  pitch  of 
his  usual  and  shrill  voice  in  the 
chase.  Tbe  dose  was  repeated 
with  the  same  eflect  until  tbe  gas 
ivas  consumed.  He  was  placed 
by  the  fire  in  warm  blankets,  fric- 
tion constantly  applied,  and  a  strong 
dose  of  diluted  volatile  ammonia 
forced  into  the  stomach.  His  body 
and  limbs  became  relaxed  ;  hi^ 
respiration  short  and  rapid,  with 
subsultus  tendinum.  , 

This  experiment  commenced  at 
one  o'clock,  and  at  eleven  that 
night  he  raised  himself  on  bis  feet, 
and  made  a  iew  feeble  steps.  Tb4 
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next  moraing  he  left  his  bed  in  the 
kitchea,  and  walked  to  his  kennel, 
a  distance  of  fifty  yards;  bnt  during 
the  second  and  also  the  third  day, 
he  saffered  under  a  total  anorexy. 
I  ordered  an  enem^  of  sulphate  of 
magnesia,  and  the  following  night 
tinct.  opii  eleven  drachnas.  On 
the  fourth  day  he  took  a  small  por- 
tion of  meat ;  on  the  fifth  and  sixth 
days  he  showed  the  marks  of  ex« 
cessive  atrophy  ;  in  fact,  his  vital 
functions  are  restored,  but  I  am 
candid  to  say,  those  of  the  animal 
will,   I  fear,  never  be  fully  re- 


I  have  been  minute  with  this 
case,  not  from  a  belief  that  it  is 
the  first  instance  of  the  revival 
from  asphyxia  by  oxygen  gas,  for 
I  have  read  of  one,  and  one  only, 
and  that  arose  from  carbonic  acid 

?i8  inhaled  for  experiment,  by  a 
rofessor  Higgins,  in  Europe  ;  but 
I  have  never  met  with  a  case  of 
recovery  from  apparent  death  by 
drowning.  If  any  exist,  they  are 
rare,  and  it  is  certainly  a  subject 
worthy  of  attentive  prosecution. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours,  very 
respectfully, 

Joseph  E.  Muse. 

In  answer  to  a  request  that  the 
history  of  the  case  might  be  con- 
tinued, the  editor  received  the 
following : — 

Letter  2. 
Cambridge  (Md.)^  April  24, 1 829. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  in- 
quiry, I  am  gratified  to  be  enabled 
to  state  that  my  experiment  in  the 
case  of  asphyxia  has  become  more 
perfect.  In  the  course  of  eight  or 
ten  days  after  my  communication 
to  you,  the  health  of  the  subject 
began  to  improve  rapidly,  and  his 
appetitey  repletion^  and  vimcity^ 
now  indicate  a  thorough  renovation 
of  the  animal  fuaclions  ;    which 


candor  had  compelled  me  to  de- 
clare I  did  not  then  anticipate. 

One  other  incident  may  be  wor- 
thy of  notice, — that  lus  voice, 
which  was  natorally  sharp  and 
shrill,  has  astonishingly  altered  into 
the  full  and  coarse,  though  bis 
cough  resulting  from  the  accident, 
has,  with  every  other  symptom  of 
disease,  wholly  disappeared. 

Allow  me  to  acLnowledge  mr 
obligations  for  the  respectful  senti- 
ments you  have  done  me  the  honor 
to  express  in  your  last  and  on  for- 
mer occasions ;  which,  in  truth,  I 
cannot  too  htghlv  appreciate,  as 
coming  from  the  founder  of  a  Jour- 
nal which  is  dispensing  the  fruifs  of 
science  to  an  ungrateful  communi- 
ty, and  which,  though  suflered  to 
expire,  will  have  erected,  by  its 
kindly  influence  on  the  moral  con- 
dition of  man,  a  monument  ini|^ 
rishable. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  truly  and  res- 
pectfully yours, 

Joseph  E.  Muse.* 


II. 
on  the  curb  or  itbukaloia  in 

OBNERAL. 

We  reprint  the  following  extract 
from  Dr.  Johnsoi^s  analysis  of 
M'CuUoch  on  Neuralgia,  because  it 
contains  much  practical  light  on  a 
subject  of  universal  interest.  Tha 
increased  frequency  of  neuralgic  dis* 
eases  of  late  years,  has  been  alresdjr 
adverted  to  ;  thd  mode  of  treatmeaty 
therefore,  which  has  been  fouud  suc- 
cessful by  distinguished  practitioners^ 
cannot  be  made  too  generally  known. 
We  recommend  the  following  re- 
marks  to  the  very  particular  attention 
of  our  renders. 

•  From  Sniunan^i  Joarnal. 
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IP  Ou.  aathor  be  right  io  coosider* 
iog  neuralgik  as  a  disease  dependent 
on  a  constitutional  cause,  however 
prominent  may  be  the  local  symp- 
toms,— in  short,  if  it  be  a  mode  of 
intermittent  fever,  or  fundamental- 
ly of  the  same  nature,  it  is  natural 
that  the  same  system  or  treatment 
should  be  enjomed.  To  this  be 
was  led,  more  than  twenty  years 
ago,  from  theory,  and  is  now  con* 
firmed  in  the  propriety  of  the  sys- 
tem by  practice  and  observation. 
This  plan  of  treatment  has  never 
failed  him  in  recent  cases,  and  has 
often  succeeded  in  those  which 
were  of  long  standing.  In  this 
chapter,  our  author  has  been  una- 
voidably led  into  considerable  repe- 
tition, as  the  principles  of  cure,  and 
even  many  of  the  individual  reme- 
dies,  have  been  brciached  or  detail- 
ed in  preceding  chapters,  more  es- 
pecially IV  ben  treating  of  intermit- 
tent. It  will  not  be  necessary  for 
us,  however,  to  go  much  into  the 
miuutise  of  the  treatment ;  since  it 
was  of  infinitely  more  importance 
to  connect  the  etiology  and  patho- 
logy of  these  varieties  of  disease, 
than  to  dwell  on  their  management 
when  once  recognized. 

The  first  remark,  and  it  is  a  very 
important  one,  is  this, — that  the 
neuralgi®  often  disappear  without 
medicines,  by  a  spontaneous  efibrt 
of  the  constitution, — while  they 
are  also  truly  cured  by  circum- 
stances that  are  not  noticed,  and 
to  which  credit  is  not  given.  This 
explains  the  reputation  which  has 
been  gained  by  particular  modes  of 
cure,  which  were,  in  reality,  either 
nugatory  or  injurious  in  themselves. 
Hence  improper  practices  are  con- 
tinued from  mistaken  observations. 
Particular  periodjf  of  life,  as  the 
climacteric  in  males,  and  cessation 
of  the  catamenia  in  females,  often 
root  out  old  and  inveterate  neural- 


gic affections,  that  had  defied  all 
remedies.  The  mojtt  frequent  of 
the  real,  though  little  observed 
causes  of  cure,  however,  will  be 
found  in  change  of  air,  and  of  gene- 
ral habits  of  life, — which,  by  the 
bye,  is  a  direct  remedy  of  great 
power,  though  often  recommended 
to  the  patient  when  the  practitioner 
is  tired  out  with  fruitless  attend- 
ance. The  efiects  of  moral  im- 
pressions are  underrated  and  ridi- 
culed. A  change  of  physicians,  or 
the  acquisition  of  a  new  and  strong 
confidence  in  a  new  and  reputed 
person,  often  effects  a  cure  where 
the  remedies  prescribed  had  little 
or  nothing  to  do  in  the  business. 

^^  Hence  an  actual  benefit  often 
derived  from  empirical  remedies 
and  empirics,  or  from  physicians 
of  popular  if  false  reputation,  or  of 
peculiar,  perhaps  insolent  or  coarse 
mannersi — an  influence  extending 
widely  over  all*  the  nervous  disor* 
ders,  of  which  so  many  occur  from 
the  general  cause  of  disease  which 
includes  the  subjects  of  this  essay." 
370. 

This,  in  reality,  is  the  cure  by 
charms.  This  is  the  reason  why 
quack  medicines, — ^the  composition 
of  which,  beine  unknown,  is  more 
respected, — efl^ct  cures,  when  the 
same  medicines  fail  in  ordinary 
prescription. 

^^  Hence  that  universal  confi* 
dence  in  substances  and  formulas, 
and  numbers  and  quantity  ;  and 
hence  especially  that  enormous 
consumption  of  empirical  remedies, 
— compounds  found  in  every  phar- 
macopoeia, but  divested  of  all  their 
virtues  under  this  form,  because 
separated  from  the  mystery  and 
the  incantation.  The  physician 
who  attempts  to  reason  with  his 

Eatient  on  the  effects  and  utility  of 
is  remedies,  pays  a  most  unmerit- 
ed compliment  to  human  reason  ; 
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fiiid  while  he  will  fail  to  iDfluence» 
be  will  not  be  very  long  in  disco- 
vering (hat  be  will  sbortiy  have 
PQ  patients  to  enlighten  or  to  cure. 
With  the  loss  of  the  mystery,  the 
merit  is  at  an  end  ;  aiid  he  who 
proves  himseir  to  be  the  true  phi- 
losopher and  physician,  is  precise- 
ly the  man  who  will  never  be 
trusted."     S7l. 

This  is  a  melancholy  picture, 
but  we  fear  it  is  too  true.  It 
may  account  for  the  immense  re- 
putation of  a  living  practitioner, 
who  never  reasons  or  says  a  civil 
word  to  his  patients,  but  drives 
them  from  his  presence,  all  hav- 
ing and  all  knowing  beforehand, 
that  they  will  have  the  same  pre- 
scription or  box  of  pills,  whatever 
be  the  nature  of  the  malady!*  Dr. 
M.  relates  a  case  of  tic  dolou- 
rous, wbioh  he  had  long  treated 
ii^  vaia  with  arsenic  and  other  re- 
medies, but  which  instantaneously 
vanished  before  the  solemn  gib* 
berisb  of  an  old  woman,  celebrat- 
ed for  the  possession  of  a  charm 
against  toothach. 

We  know  that  intermittents  are 
aomelimea  cured  by  giving  a  pow- 
erful anodyne  just  before  the  ex^ 
pected  paroxysm,  which  breaks 
the  cb^ln  and  interrupts  the  mor* 
bid  process.  The  same  is  some- 
times done  in  neuralgia,  and  ought 
not  lo  be  neglected,  though  they 
are  not  the  real  remedies  in  this 
class  of  maladies. 

^<  Bill  the  chief  and  the  aK>st 
eaergetic  remedies  in  neuralgia, 
be  the  form  what  il  may,  are  the 
tonics  ;  and  of  these,  as  in  inter- 
mittent, the  most  efficacious  are 
bark  and  arsenic.  Each,  in  its 
class,  may  stand  at  the  head  of  a 
list  which  it  is  fruitless  to  enume- 
rate, since  il  is  so  well  known  to 
even  every  druggist ;  nor  need  I 

*  Aberaetby,no  doubt,  and  the  blue  pill. 


repeat  what  relates  to  the  mode 
of  using  these,  since  it  is  precise- 
ly the  same  as  in  intermittent  fe- 
ver. That  there  is  any  one  ve- 
getable tonic  more  efficacious 
than  bark,  or  differing  in  the  mode 
of  action^  as  far  as  we  now  know 
these  remedies  and  their  powers, 
I  am  inclined  to  doubt,  but  not  to 
deny  that  such  do  exist,  since  1 
consider  that  we  are  very  far 
from  having  exhausted  the  medi- 
cines of  the  vegetable  kingdom  ; 
so  far,  indeed,  as  rather  to  be  in 
an  absolute  infancy  of  knowledge 
on  this  subject. 

*«  While  with  bark  as  the  type, 
the  physician  may  command  the 
ivhole  range  of  astringents,  aro- 
matics,  and  bitters :  he  is  also 
bound  to  try  o^e  where  another 
fails  ;  since  thus  may  it  possibly 
be  discovered,  even  that  what  is 
most  efficacious  in  common  inter- 
mittents may  not  be  most  so  in 
the  neuralgise,  differing  as  they 
do  in  respect  to  the  local  action 
in  the  latter.  But  as  I  can,  on  this 
subject,  say  nothing  of  any  great 
v-alue  from  my  own  experience,  I 
must  be  satisfied  with  having 
pointed  out  the  leading  principle 
and  the  road  to  be  followed  ;  as  I 
need,  also,  do  no  more  than  sug- 
gest those  combinations,  whether 
of  these  vegetable  substances 
themselves,  or  of  the  same  with 
narcotics,  the  occasionally  supe- 
rior value  of  which  in  intermit- 
tent is  well  known. 

^*  If  arsenic  be  adrnitted  as  the 
type  of  the  metallic  remedies,  it 
is  equally  easy  for  the  physician 
to  command  the  whole  range  of 
these, — so  well  known,  that  I 
could  add  nothing  respecting  their 
powers, — while  •!  much  suspect 
that  very  fanciful  values  have 
often  been  attached  to  some  of 
them,  from  that  common  mecha- 
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meal  iyrteti  ivhkk  Icmhv  umie  Icf 
Tarieljr  of  miedicbeB  tbaa  to  • 
kooivledge  orXdiseairos*  |4uob 
has  indeed  been  lately  aaid  res- 
pecting the  especial  value  of  tbe 
carbonate  of  iron,  as  it  is  general- 
ly called,  in  the  common  Neural- 
gia (Tic) ;  ivhile  in  reality  it  ba^f 
been  administered  as  a  merely 
empirical  remedy,  and  without 
system.  In  my  own  experience, 
I  bad  resorted  to  it  long  before 
these  recommendations,  both  in 
intermittent  and  neuralgia,  but 
without  discovering  that  it  pos- 
sessed any  collateral  merit  above 
arsenic,  while  far  less  generally 
efficacious  as  a  remedy.  But,  on 
all  these  remedies  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  hear  of  the  experience  of 
ethers,  sioce  I  have  wanted  both 
temptaiioQ  and  opportunity  to  do 
them  justice.  As  to  the  valud  of 
arsenic  compared  to  bark,  I  can 
ooly  repeat  what  I  said  formerly, 
that  I  have  fodiid?  it  more  gene* 
rally  efficacious  in  neuralgia, 
while  it  has  appeared  less  so  in 
intermittent ;  oftefi  acting  almost 
like  a  charm  on  the  pain,  and 
evea  in  eases  of  many  years' 
duration.  But  on  this  also  I  am 
ready  to  be  corrected  ;  as  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  experience  of 
BO  one  individual,  even  were  it 
far  greater  than  mine  has  been, 
is  sufficient  to  decide  on  subjects 
of  this  nature."     377. 

Dr.  M.  makes  no  distinction, 
as  to  treatment,  in  the  different 
forms  of  the  disease, — with  the 
exception  of  sciatica,  in  which  he 
has  not  had  much  experience. 
A  medical  friend,  residing  in  a 
district  noted  for  this  disease,  in- 
forms our  author  that  he  has  de^ 
rived  the  most  marked  advantage 
from  this  remedy  in  numerous  cases. 

When  the  attacks  of  intermit- 
tent or  neuralgia  are  either  very 


irregQii«ff  or  6f  long  sttfndiog^,  the 
pow«r  of  medieine  is  very  limfited 
iu  breaking  the  chaitfof  morbid 
action.  A  single  bibodfetting  has 
often  rendered  a  redeat  iBtermtt- 
tent  regular,  tboegh  previouafty* 
irreguhr  ;  and  Dr«  M.  saggests, 
but  without  hafvi*g  experience  oa 
the  poiaC,  a  similar  experiment  in 
irregular  neoralgia,  while  he  coo" 
demns  the  practice  of  repeated 
depletion.  Mereatyy  pushed  so 
as  to  arffeet  fhe  mouth,  will  some- 
times render  agues  amenable  to 
tonics^  though  previously  rebel- 
lious. The  same  may  be  tried  in 
the  nearalgi8e<,  since  ia  both  clasa^ 
efer  the  glaodolar  viscera  are  often 
^deranged,  and  the  mercury  acts 
beneiicially  in  correcting  such 
disorders.  B«t  as  the  greater 
number  of  cases  which  present 
themselves  are  now  chronic,  and 
consequently  inveterate;  probably 
from  the  wrong  treatment  em- 
ployed when  they  were  recent, 
so  the  cures  will  be  comparative- 
ly few,  however  judicious  the  re* 
medies.  It  is  not  until  the  old 
cases  shall  have  died  off,  and  a 
generation  of  the  same  diseases 
has  arisen  under  the  improved 
practice,  that  a  fair  trial  can  be 
given  to  the  latter. 

One  great  cause  of  neuralgia 
becoming  chronic,  is  the  caprice 
or  impatience-  of  the  afflicted. 
Anxious  for  a  speedy  cure,  they 
are  led  away  in  succession  by 
name  after  name,  and  recom- 
mendation-after reeommendatioo; 
the  consequence  of  which  is,  that 
no  steady  system  is  pursued,  and 
00  dure  effected.  The  work, 
half  done  by  one,  is  reversed  by 
another,  till  at  length  the  patient 
is  rendered  sceptical  as  to  the 
skill  of  the  practitioner  or  the 
poteney  of  the  medicine. 

But  the  patamoant  object  is  to 
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withdraw  the  patient,  it  possible, 
from  the  operation  of  the  primarj 
causes  of  the  disease.  On  this 
accottot,  the  locality  of  his  resi* 
dence  should  be  carefully  eza- 
isiDed)  according  to  the  rules 
which  have  been  already  laid 
down  by  the  author  in  his  Trea- 
tise on  Malaria,  ^nd  of  which  the 
reader  will  find  ample  analyses  in 
this  Journal.  Without  such  re- 
moval from  the  sphere  of  the 
causes,  no  permanent  cure  need 
be  expected.  The  dread  of 
moisture  should  ever  be  in  the 
patient's  mind,-— he  should  remove 
to  a  dry,  but  not  to  a  cold  situa- 
tion, since  cold  itself  is  an  excit- 
ing cause.  The  change  of  scene 
and  air  resulting  from  travelling 
alone,  would  often  effect  the 
cure,  both  ia  agues  and  the  neu- 
ralg'ue., 

^^  What  remains  as  to  the  ge« 
neral  treatment,  relates  to  diet. 
As  in  intermittent^  whether  re- 
cent or  chronic,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  the  usual  full 
diet  of  persons  in  health,  with  a 
rational  use  of  wine,  forms  an  es- 
sential aid  to  the  cure,  and  that 
it  has  often  proved  a  cure  in  it- 
self, when  used  as  replacing  the 
opposite  and  pernicious  system. 
But  I  shall  not  enlarge  on  this  ; 
as  the  evils  arising  from  low  diet 
are  involved  in  those  belonging 
to  the  debilitating  practice  on 
which,  even  after  all  that  I  have 
said,  I  must  offer  some  additional 
remarks  hereafter."    386. 

Of  the  local  remedies  for  neu- 
ralgia we  need  say  but  little.  Dr. 
M.,  like  Dr.  Heberden,  found 
blisters  to  aggravate  the  pain 
when  placed  near  the  nerve  af- 
fected. What  has  been  called  a 
perpetual  blister  is  still  worse, 
as  provinfT  ^'  almost  always  a  po- 
sitive aggravation)  not  only  of  the 


local  disease  itself,  bat  of  the  ge- 
neral irritation  and  disorder  of 
the  system." 

Dr.  M'Culloch^s  locid  treatment 
of  this  disease,  which  is  given  some- 
what in  detail|  will  be  concluded  ia 
our  number  for  next  week. 

HOSPITAL  REPORTS. 

Cases  of  Compound  and  Compli- 
cated Fracture^  requiring  impu- 
tation. Reported  for  this  Jour- 
nal from  the  Massachusetts  Ge- 
neral Hospital, 

Case  Ist. 
Mat  f29th,  1829.— Mr.  H.  M., 
aged  23,  a  painter,  fell  about 
thirty  feet  from  a  stagings — was 
taken  up  in  a  state  of  insensibility, 
and  remained  so  for  some  hours. 
Was  brought  to  the  Hospital  four 
hours  after  the  accident.  Could 
not  then  be  made  to  notice  with- 
out much  effort ; — he  would 
scream  out  when  moved  suddenly. 
On  examination,  the  left  femur 
was  found  fractured  into  several 
parts  at  its  lower  extremity. 
Some  portions  of  the  bone  had 
been  forced  through  the  soft  parts, 
accompanied  by  considerable  he- 
morrhage. The  right  wrist  was 
much  swollen,  and  very  painful  on 
motion.  About  the  left  eye  and 
extending  to  the  temple,  was  con- 
siderable ecchymosis.  No  other 
marks  of  injury  could  be  found 
about  the  head.  The  trunk  ap- 
peared very  well.  On  each  leg 
was  a  large  and  old  ulcer.  The 
patient  was  exceedingly  stupid, 
and  much  inclined  to  sleep  :  he 
would  start  suddenly  at  times,  as 
if  altogether  unconscious  of  action 
or  situation.  Pulse  small  and 
feeble;  scarcely  felt  at  the  wrist; 
extremities  cold  ;  a  sallow  pale- 
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nest  was  over  the  whole  body. 
£ndeaTor8  were  made  to  retain 
the  boDe  in  a  comrortable  sitoa- 
tion.  Wine,  brandj,  and  water, 
were  freely  administered.  Ha- 
bitt  intemperate. 

SOth. — ^Reaction  began  to  take 
place  about  8,  P.  M.,  yesterday. 
Was  very  restless  daring  the 
bight,  requiring  Torce  to  keep 
him  in  bed.  Took  lemonade,  wa- 
ter, &c.,  during  the  night.  This 
morning,  pulse  full,  quick,  but 
not  strong.  Took  a  little  grueh 
At  11,  A.M.,  Consulting  Surgtom 
convened,  and  advised  immediate 
amputation.  Preparations  were 
made,  and  in  a  very  short  time 
the  patient  was  ready  in  the  thea* 
Ire  for  operation.  He  seemed  to 
be  unconscious  of  what  was  to  be 
done,  and  inclined  to  sleep. 

OperaHon  hy  Dr,  Warrai. 

The  artery  was  compressed  in 
the  groin,  and  the  thigh  amputat- 
ed by  the  circular  operation. 
T%vo  ligatures  were  applied,  and 
the  patient  removed  to  be  dressed 
in  his  ward.  Lost  but  very  little 
blood. 

31st.-— No  after-hemorrhage 
from  the  wound.  Stump  was 
dressed  with  adhesive.straps,  &c., 
and  has  remained  well.  Pulse 
quick,  and  somewhat  full ;  was 
very  restless  during .  the  night ; 
discharge  of  urine  involuntary^  ac« 
companied  with  eicruciating  pain, 
but  not  tinged  with  blood  ;  bowels 
costive;  mind  wandering  at  times; 
some  involuntary  motion  of  the 
muscles  about  the  face ;  eyes 
wild. 

R.  Infus.  Sem.  Lin.  S  vi. 
'  Spts.  iSlb.  Nitrosi,  3  i«     M.  rep. 
quaq.  bor.  2da. 
Enema  Commune. 

June  1st. — One  dejection  yes- 
terday after  enema ;  dysuria  con* 


tinues ;  slept  but  little  last  night ; 
in  almost  constant  motion,  throw- 
ing himself  from  one  side  of  the 
bed  to  the  other. 

2d. — Has  had  no  dejection 
since  the  31  st  of  May.  Wound 
dressed  to-day  ;  ligature  came 
away  ;  no  hemorrhage  ;  discharge 
thin  and  foetid  ;  general  want  of 
action.     Enema  commune  to-day. 

3d. — Pulse  small ;  very  weak  ; 
appetite  wanting ;  disposed  to  be 
comatose;  very  restless  at  times; 
dysuria  less.  May  have  two 
glasses  of  wine  daily. 

R.  Quin.  Sulph.  gr.  ij.,  in  Fil.  quaq. 
hor.  2da. 
7th. — Very  restless  ;  delirium 
at  times  ;  diarrhcsa  since  yester- 
day. Omit  pill.  Wine  whey 
three  gills,  three  times  daily. 

R.  Tr.  Opii,  gtt.  iv.     Ev.  hr. 

till  diarrhoaabe  checked. 

8th. — Wound  shows  no  great 
disposition  to  heal ;.  diarrhoea 
ceased;  now  pain  in  the  abdomen; 
dysuria  continues  to  annoy  at 
times.  Omit  opium,  and  apply 
fomentations  over  the  bowels. 

10th. — Better  :  mind  less  wan- 
dering ;  less  dispo9ed  to  sleep  ; 
pain  in  the  abdomen  subsided  ; 
wound  appears  more  healthy. 

1 1  th. — No  dejection. 

R.  Tr.  Rhei,   3ss.  statim. 

ISth. — Improving  in  all  res- 
pects.     Omit  Spts.  JEth.  Nitrosi. 

14th. — Answers  questions  on- 
derstandingly.  May  have  milk 
porridge. 

15lh. — ^Appetitegood;  stomach 
and  bowels  regular  ;  wound  lieal- 
ing. 

17th. — May  have  broth. 

18th.— Pulse  90;  wound  dis- 
charges much. 

R.  Pulf.  Cinch.  3i. 

Tr.  Ejusdam,  3  ».  M.  t*r  in  dies;. 
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ffZi. — Coitivf  ^  conipItiDs  much 
of  the  right  wrist. 

R.  Tr.  Rhei,  S  *9.  every  four  hours. 

.  83d.— Sii  or  sevoD  dejections, 
nrith  relief.     Opiate  if  needed. 

24tb. — Discharge  from  the 
wound  much  diminished  ;  f  ester^j 
day  P.  M.,  had  a.  sevece  chill, 
with  nausea  ;  got  an  emetic^  and 
vomited  much  foul  matter;  tongue 
still  coate^.  Omit  Tr.  Oinp^. 
find  bark  ;  take  wine  fvhey,  wine 
and  water.     Drink  balm  tea. 

25th. — Wound  nearly  closed.^ 
but  (liscbairge  scanty,  flaky,  and 
very  foetid  ;  surface  of  the  wound 
imooth,  and  covered  with  a  sub- 
stance like  coagulated  albumen. 
Apply  poultice  at  aight. 

26th. — Discharge  much  more 
copious,  but  exceedingly  foetid 
and  flocculent.  Complains  much 
of  pain  ^tid  stifToessi  in  the  shoult 
^er.  Wash  the  wound  with  So- 
lution of  Chloride  of  Lime* 

29th. — Right  wrist  very  paim 
fql;  much  svvollen;  appetite  gone;; 
^maciation  great.  Foaaentation 
of  bitter  herbs  to  the  wri^t* 

SOtb. — Faik  rapidly. 

Brandy,  3  ss.  every  four  hours. 

July  4th.7— Mind  wandering ; 
great  tremor  of  the  hands  ;  con- 
vulsive twitching  of  the  muscles 
of  the  face. 

6  th. — GradqiiUy  siol^ing. 

9th. — Died.  On  ^^aminatiof 
of  the  wrists  ^  U^ge  quaptttj  of 
pus  issued. ;  perhaps  i  virj.  Tb§ 
capsular  ligament  of  the  w^ist 
was  fofin()  ruptured  h^ind  ;  the 
radifi^  ]^pd  ul^a^  were  thrust  ba,ck* 
ward.  The  os  scophoides  and  of 
cuneifqrme  were  l^rokem  in  halves; 
^  imall  portion  sepafated  from 
the  OS  lunare,  and  the.  styloid  pror 
cesf  from  the  ulna,  fhe  fragr 
ments  were  diyoiated  from  the 


radius  and  driven  forwgrdi  lying 
before  the  remaining  halves  of 
the  bones.  The  ivh9ile  appear? 
fmce  was  i^s  if  a  blow  with  ap  ia* 
strifmept.  h^lf  ^n  ^noh  ip  wid^h, 
had  been  direcjted  transversely 
across  the  wrist. 

'fhe  remaming  l^g  lay  npop  the 
sidp  with  th^  tpos  pointed  ipr 
warcjs,  s^nd  c^ujd  not  be  reduced; 
appearing  ^  if  dislocated  at  tb^ 
hip  joint.  Beipg  es^miped  as  iq 
this,  th^  head  of  the  hope  wa« 
found  in  its  plape,  the  roupd  liga? 
ment  ip  an  eroded,  ulc^r9t^d 
state,  and  the  capsular  ligameAt 
filled  with  puii.    . 

Case   2d. 

May  ]  5th,  l829.-rJames  Doibst 
ley,  an  Irish  Uboreft  aged  27| 
while  4cu£9ing  with  his  comradeat 
tripped  and  fell  among  some  tim- 
ber that  was  near  at  hand.  He 
was  taken  up  and  brought  to  the 
Hospital  immediately,  where  be 
was  examined.  IHie  tibia  was 
found  fractured  nearly  transverse- 
ly, about  six  inches  below  its 
head,  find  quite  a  large  openins 
through  the  soft  parts  communi- 
cating with  the  fractured  ends  of 
the  bone.  Tlie  hemorrhage  al 
the  wotind  was  considerable.  The 
fibula  was  not  broken.  The  pa« 
tient  was  very  stout  and  muscu^ 
iar,  constantly  in  the  habit  of  us- 
ioff  ardent  spirits  ver^  freely. 
The  limb  was  placed  and  support- 
ed upon  a  pillow;  the  hemorrhage 
soon  ceased^  and  an  evaporating 
lotion  was  applied.  IfUemalbf 
was  ordered  the  following  : — 

R.  Spt.   iEth.  Nitrosi,  i$g, 

Tr.  Opii,  3  ij.     M. 
Cujus,  gtt.   xxz.     Sum.  quaq.  hor. 
tertia. 

16th. — Was  very  restless  fore 
part  of  the  njig^ht;  dragged  th^ 
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Ijmb  onlt  pf  pl^ce,  and  pro4oce4 
bleedinji  toward.  «iBi:Qing  feiecame 
aiore  <|uieU  •  Fuhe  84  and  fuli ; 
vessels  of  oonjunGtivsa  loaded. 

fi,  Sol.  Mag.   Sulph.  3  'V*     31  opus 
sit.  dos.  repetet, 

12lh.^mPatienC  quiet ;  slight 
beoioprbmge  jreslerday  P.M.  ;  ca? 
thartfc  operated. 

2(Hh. — Leg  very  much  inflam^ 
ed,  an^  covered  \yith  phlyctaen^ 
about  the  wound.  Mind  vvander- 
ing  ;  constant  motion  f\nd  muttefT 
log  in  sleeps 

AppKc.  partt  affect.  Htrud.  No. 
zx.  postea  cataplasn[i.  €omro^ne^  eC 
Boepe  repetetur. 

May  have  brandy  ^nd  water,  with 
Tr.  Opii  pro  re  nata. 

24tb.— Cfonstitutional  symptoms 
less  argent ;  inflammatioa  subsid- 
ed;  discharge  rather  copious  fvoiq 
the  wound)  tbiuapd  bloody;  ulcer-r 
^(ion  ei^tending.  Patient  drinks 
puch  \  perspire^  freely  ;  has  no 
appetite  ;  pulse  fre(}ueQt  and  fee- 
ble ;  bowels  costive. 

R.  Of.  Riciniy 

Tr.  Rbei,  aa  3  ss.  M.  post  operat. 
R.  A(nmon.   Carbona^.    gr.    y.,   e^ 
rep.  quaq.  bora  quarta. 

Contipue  brandy  and  laudanum  as 
Gircumstanc^s  may  require. 

27lh. — Sinking  :  yesterday,  co- 
pious flow  of  arterial  blood  from 
tbe  wound  ;  was  arrested  by  oom- 
pjess&on  of  tbe  femoral  artery  ; 
mind  rather  more  tranquil.  Coqi 
tioue  stimulants  and  antispasp^o- 
dics. 

S9th. — No  hemorrhage  since 
Ihe  ^Ib;  seema  a  little  more 
comfortable  ;  mind  more  active 
Iknd  le^  QOiofu^ed  ;  leaa  miuttering 
ip  sleep  ;  large  slough  sepajrat^og 
from  around  the  old  wound. 

SIst. — Yesterday  slough  came 
away  ;  copious  hemorrhage  fol- 


liowed ;  patient  b|s  stuik  in  oonsO'- 
quence  ;  pulse  104  and  feeble  ; 
takes  bet  little  nouriabmeet. 

June  2d. — A  consultation  of  the 
Hotsptftal  Surgeons  was  held  to- 
day, and  amputation  advised  as 
the  only  possible  course  that  pro- 
mised anything  to  the  patient. 
I^as  had  no  more  bleeding  ;  con- 
tinues stimulants,  &c.,  with  broth 
and  beef-tea. 

$d.-^Qperatidn  by  Dr.  Otis,  at 
5,  P.  M.— The  artery  was  effif 
piently  compressed  at  the  groin, 
and  the  limb  removed  from  above 
tbe  knee  by  the  circular  mode  of 
operjiting.  Two  ligatures  were 
applied,  and  not  more  than  three 
ounces  of  blood  lost  during  the 
whole  operation.  The  wound 
was  dressed  in  the  usual  manner, 
and  ^^  hemorrhage  followed. — At 
7,  P.  M.,  was  visited.  Patient 
seamed  very  stupid,  and  scarcely 
could  be  aroused  ;  was  bathed  in 
a  clammy  sweat;  hands  cold;  pulse 
very  feeble  at  tb^  wrists.  Drank 
some  warm  bramiy  and  water. 
Eiforts  were  made*  to  produce 
re^ctioi^  ia  the  sysEleni,  but  with- 
out  effect  ;  he  (^ontipued  to  sink 
quite  gradually,  apd  at  9,  P.M., 
expired. 

The  limb,  after  it  was  remov- 
ed, was  examined.  A  large 
quantity  of  purulent  matter  was 
found  imbedded  among  the  mus- 
cles ;  the  i^oft  partft,  for  a  cont 
siderable  distance,  were  clearly 
separated  from  thp  bone.  Tbe 
body  was  examined  post-mortem, 
and  no  marks  of  disease  found. 


(EDBMA   OF  THIS   GLOTTIS 

Successfully  treated  at  ike  Mospital 

at  Nantes, 
Fb7C|i  Su^gojlNj  aged  46  years,  ea« 
tered  tbe  Hospitjkl  of  Nantes  oi\  the 
29th  of  DeceM^Ser.    Four  days  pre- 
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viouslj  be  had  been  exposed  to  a 
current  of  cold  air^  while  in  a  state 
of  pertpiraiion,  soon  after  wbicb  be 
was  seized  with  sore  tbroat  and  diffi* 
culty  of  swallowing,  followed  by  a 
sense  of  burning  beat  along  the  tra- 
chea, and  constant  cough.  The  op- 
pression, difficulty  of  breathing, 
glairy  expectoration,  &c.,  increased, 
and  when  he  entered  the  hospital  he 
was  in  a  very  dangerous  condition, — 
each  inspiration  being  effected  with 
great  labor.  His  face  was  of  a  vio- 
let color, — pulse  bard  and  full.  The 
alum   insufflation    employed    twice. 


[See  below.]  It  caused  some  irrita- 
tion at  first,  and  much  coogb,  during 
which  he  inhaled  with  considerable 
difficulty.  Afterwards  the  breathing 
became  more  easy, — be  was  nearly 
seven  hours  without  coughing,  and 
the  night  was  passed  in  comparative 
tranquillity.  The  insufflation  was 
practised  every  day  till  the  disease 
yielded.  Very  few  other  medicines 
were  employed, — none  of  any  effi- 
ciency. Expectoration  came  on 
about  the  fourth  day  after  he  was 
received,  and  then  the  symptoms 
became  much  mitigated. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


ALUM  INSUFFLATION. 

Trb  insufflation  of  finely  powdered 
alum  is  recommended  by  Laennec  as 
having  been  very  successful  in  An- 
gina Pellicularis,  This  name  has 
been  recently  given  to  all  those  in- 
flammations about  the  throat,  in 
which  false  membranes,  as  they  are 
commonly  called,  are  thrown  out,  so 
as  to  diminish  the  calibre  of  any  of 
the  air  passages.  Even  in  Cynanche 
Tonsillaris,  the  practice  recommend- 
ed is  capable  of  subduing  the  disease 
more  speedily  than  any  other. 


NOTICES  IN  PATHOLOOT. 

Undeb  this  head,  four  interesting 
cases  are  related  by  Dr.  Geo.  B. 
Wood,  in  the  last  North  American 
Journal.  In  the  first,  the  patient, 
an  active  intelligent  boy,  about  three 
years  of  age,  was  attacked  somewhat 
suddenly  with  a  partial  paralysis  of 
the  lo#er  extremities,  accompanied 
with  some  anomalous  symptoms.  On 
attempting  to  walk,  he  moved  for- 
ward with  a  tottering  step,  in  a  di- 


rection constantly  inclining  toward 
the  left  side,  for  a  short  distance,  and 
then  fell.  In  the  silting  or  atandiag 
posture,  his  head  had  a  similar  in* 
ctination  to  the  left  shoulder.  His 
intellect  was  somewhat  impaired, 
and  his  sense  of  hearing  less  acute 
than  usual.  These  circumstances, 
and  the  recollection  of  M.  Homens' 
observations  in  regard  to  cerebral 
affections,  directed  the  suspicions  of 
Dr.  W.  to  the  cerebellum.  These 
were  confirmed  in  the  course  of  the 
next  day  by  the  patient  complaining 
of  severe  pain  behind  the  left  ear. 
Recourse  was  immediately  had  to 
local  bleeding,  blistering,  &c.,  and 
in  three  days  afterward  the  boy  re- 
covered. 

The  second  case  affords  ao  exam- 
ple of  the  consequences  which  follow 
upon  repelled  eruptions.  A  gentle- 
man, set.  70,  was  attacked  with  Ery- 
sipelas of  the  face,  which  extended 
downward  so  as  to  cover  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  anterior  part  of 
the  chest.    The  part  thus  sheeted 
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was  tre«t«d  with  solotion  of  corro- 
sive soblimatOi  which  aC  once  reliev* 
ed  the  erysipelatoas  ioflaminatiooi 
but  was  followed  by  swelling  and  in- 
duration  on  the  left  side,  and  symp- 
toms of  proslralioo*  A  blister  was 
applied  to  the  breast  and  tonics  ad- 
aaioisteredy  but  without  avail ;  the 
patient  died  oo  the  fourth  day. 

The  third  and  fourth  were  cases 
of  cerebral  disorder ;  the  first  with 
symptoms  resembling  apoplexy,  the 
last  of  a  convulsive  character, — both 
induced  by  gastric  oppression,  and 
relieved  principally  by  vomiting. 


The  morning  of  the  day  on  wh'ch 
it  was  to  have  been  extracted,  she 
accidentally  received,  a  violent  blow 
on  it,  and  at  noon  it  was  found  soft^ 
fluctuating,  free  of  pain,  and  nearly 
dispersed.  She  was  directed  to  wait 
a  fortnight  and  see  the  result  of  this 
accident,  which  was  doubtless  a  per* 
iect  cure,  since  she  did  not  after 
make  her  appearance. — May  not  the 
Surgeon  derive  a  practical  lesson 
from  this  case  ?  Does  it  not  involve 
a  principle  which  has  given  a  certaia 
degree  and  kind  of  reputation  to 
quacks  and  professed  bonesetters 
and  callus  breakers  ? 


TffB  r<ETAI.  OiaOULATION. 

Dr.  J.  R.  Coxa,  in  the  same  Jour* 
nal,  maintains  the  doctrine  of  a  di* 
rect  communication  between  the  ute- 
rus and  the  placenta,  by  means  of 
the  bloodvessels,  without  any  inter- 
mediate structure.  This  doctrine  is 
supported  by  many  distinguished 
anatomists,  some  of  whom, — viz., 
Cooper,  Yieussens,  and  H alter ,— 
have  confirmed  it,  as  they  think,  by 
the  aid  of  injections.  Similar  injec- 
tions were  attempted  by  Dr.  Monro, 
who  reports  them  as  having  proved 
unsuccessful.  Dr.  C.  considers  the 
question  as  interesting  in  a  physiolo- 
gical point  of  view,  though  practical- 
ly unimportant. 


A  FOWERFUL   D1SCUTIENT. 

A  TOUNO  woman  applied  to  the  Sur- 
geon of  St.  George's  Hospital  to  have 
a  tumor  taken  from  her.  It  was 
bard,  encysted,  the  size  of  a  marble 
or  larger,  and  situated  at  the  outer 
corner  of  the  right  eyelid  and  super- 
ciliary ridge  of  the  frontal  bone.  It 
had  existed  about  throe  months,  and 
increased  rapidly. 


STEM  OF  A  TOBACCO-PIPB  EXTRACTED 
FROM  TUB  UBBTBRA  AND  BLAD- 
DER* 

A  CASE  is  recorded  in  the  London 
Medical  Gazette,  of  a  person  54 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  subject 
for  years  to  an  occasional  stoppage 
in  the  urinary  passage,  after  exposure 
to  cold,  &c.  Cue  night  as  the  fit 
came  on  him  in  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion, he  being  unable  to  find  his  ca- 
theter, seized  a  common  tobacco-pipe 
and  passed  the  stem  into  the  bladder. 
The  urine  flowed  freely  through  it, 
and  he  was  relieved.  On  withdraw- 
ing the  pipe,  it  broke,  and  about  four 
inches  of  the  stem  remained  in  the 
urethra.  Much  pain  and  tension 
was  experienced  in  the  perineum ; 
and  on  introducing  the  finger  per 
ano,  the  stem  was  felt  projecting  into 
the  bladder. 

All  attempts  to  remove  this  body 
by  forceps  were  unavailing,  and  it 
was  at  last  withdrawn  through  a  hole 
cut  into  the  urethra  anterior  to  the 
bulb.  The  wound  healed  readily, 
and  no  bad  consequences  ensued. 
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fsCHVEiA  •l»o  «  grad«Al  aroeliaralTeii  of  tlM 

Jit  ii^iiicA  Urine  was  passed  by  the    »ymproms  ;   except    ihat    vomiiiog. 
Umbilicus.  which  she  had  had  from  the  begia* 

Undbr  this  title  is  reported,  in  the  >»'»&>  »i'»  continued  obstinate.  Tho 
London  Medical  and  Physical  Jour-  ladder  was  regularly  emptied  by 
»al,  a  singular  case,  which  occurred  the  catheter  for  more  than  a  momh. 
in  the  Worcester  Infirmary,  in  a  fe^  «^*«r  «hich  lime  she  began  to  pass 
male  patient,  aged  twenty-three.  In  9ome  urine,  and  the  power  over  the 
consequence  of  exposure  to  cold  dur-  organ  was  graduaWy  lestored.  She 
ing  menstruation,  symptoms  of  abdo-  riowJy  recovered  her  general  health, 
minal  inflammation  came  on,  toge-    »b<*  menBiruaiion  wa«  reestablisbed. 

•This  remarkable  and  iateresting 
case  presents  sereral  subjects  fot 
pbysiolagical  and  pathologicai  in- 
vesti^un.     The  great  puinl  to  be 


Iher  with  suppression  of  urine.  For 
•eighteen  days  no  water  was  passed 
^y  the  natural  effuKs,  and  the  quan- 
tity secreted  seemed  gradually  to  di- 
Aiinish,  until  none  could  be  obtained    determined,   h^Miwver,  is,  by   what 


hy  the  catheter.  At  this  time  a 
bloody  discharge  appeared  at  ibe 
iNnbUicus,  which  afforded  some  re* 
Jief.  On  the  23d  day  urine  begair  to 
be  discharged  at  the  umbilical  oatlel, 
liut  ceased  to  be  so  eu  the  26ih, 
Five  days  after,  six  ounces  of  urine 
were  drawn  off  by  the  catheter ;  and 
in  an  hour,  two  quarts  of  the  same 
4Lppearance  gushed  from  the  umbili* 
cus.  This  discharge  now  continued 
for  three  days,  and  then  ceased 
during  the  same  time,  no  wator  in 
the  mean  while  being  passed  through 
the  urethra.  On  the  3«lh  day,  t.wo 
q^uarts  of  water  flowed  from  the  um^ 
bilicus,  and  this  was  followed  by  in* 
«tant  relief.  For  eight  days  there 
was  little  variation  ;  no  urine  could 
be  obtained  from  th^  urethra,  but  it 
passed  daily  from  the  umbilicus.  At 
length,  on  the  46th  day,  four  ounces 
of  urine  were  drawu  from  the  blad- 
der The  discharge  by  the  urethra 
qow  daily  increased,  and  that  from 


means  the  urine  was  conveyed  to 
the  umbilical  ori^ce.  Did  the 
uracbus  become  a  pervious  canal, 
and.  permit  the  water  to  peas 
through  it  from  tbe  bladder?  oi 
was  tlie  fluid  secreted  in  the  perif 
tooeal  cavity,  and  an  opening  made 
by  ulceratioo  in  the  thitmest  portioa 
of  its  parietes  ?  Tbe  circumstance 
of  the  bladder  being  found  empty  for 
so  long  a  period  beHure  the  vicarious 
discharge,  renders  the  former  sop* 
position  very  improbable.  We  must 
therefore  suppose  it  to  have  been  a 
real  metastasis,  similar  in  its  nature 
to  those  rare  cases  which  have  been 
recorded  among  the  medical  curiosi^ 
ties  of  other  countries,  and  to  the 
remarkable  instance  which  occurred 
in  a  neighboring  state  three^  years 
aga,'*-a  oase,  some  account  of  whnck 
may  be  found  in  this  Journal,  Vol. 
I.  No.  3,  under  the  title  of  Parwia 
Erraiicay  and  which  has  scarcely  yet 
terminated  its  progress  through  the 


tbe.  umbilicuA  lestened.      There  waa   journals  of  Europe. 
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BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  AUGUST  4,  1820. 


OONTBBSATtONS  OK  THB  ANIMAL 
BCONOMT. 

Among  the  circumstances  which  dis- 
tinguish the  present  age  from  those 
which  have  preceded  ft,  certainly  not 
the  least  remarkable  is  the  effort 
which  is  making  to  difiuse  science' 
aiHong  alt  classes  of  the  community. 
Those  branches  of  knowledge  which 
formerly  were  limited  to  a  fatored 
ftfw,  have  withtn  a  few  years  become, 
through  the  medium  of  lectures  and 
popular  publicatTuns,  to  a  certain  de- 
gree attniuable  by  all.  A  Inrge  class 
of  works  tending  to  this  object,  have 
been  written  for  tlie  avowed  purpose 
of  instrncting  children,  but  in  a  man- 
ner calculated  to  render  them  highly 
useful  to  adults  whose  attention  has 
Dot  been  turned  to  the  subjects  of 
which  they  severally  treat,  and  to 
whom  tt  is  desirable  to  obtain  some 
^  gpneral  information  ott  these  toprcs. 
Thus  we  have  Conversations  on  Che- 
mistry, Conversations  on  Political 
Economy,  Conversations  on  Natural 
Philosophy, and  Conversations  od  the 
Anrmal  Economy.  The  hst  is  the 
title  of  a:  work  published  not  long 
since  ro  London,  and  which  we  be- 
lieve baa  not  been  reprinted  in  this 
country.  It^  object  is  to  render  the 
most  important  i^dcts  in  physiology 
famiKar  to  the  comprehension  of  the 
general  reader,  whose  pursuits  have 
not  been  of  such  a  nature  as  to  lead 
him  into  this  sphere  of  inquiry.  A 
jnvetiiie  work  it  certainly  is  not ; 
shice  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
explainedi  alike  render  it  unfit  for 


youthfbl  readers.  It  is  less  calculat- 
ed for  a  school-book  than  the  analo- 
gous work  of  Paley ;  while  to  the' 
general  reader,  and  to  youhg  persons 
who  have  acquired  some  previous 
education,  tt.'n^ll  prove  a  much  more 
agreeable  and  more  useful  work. 
As  is  the  case  with  many  works  of 
the  class,  it  is  a  conversation  only  in 
name  ;  the  individuality  of  the  per- 
sonages h  sacrificed  to  the  animation 
of  the  dialogue,  and  the  junior  speak*^ 
ers  make  suggestions  and  propose 
solutions  of  diflficult  points,  with  a 
degree  of  ingenuity  which,  even  in 
an  adult  ignorant  of  the  subject^ 
would  be  Somewhat  marvellous. 

The  work  is  divided  into  twenty 
conversations  ;  in  the  course  of  whicb 
ore  considered  the  integuments  of 
the  human  body ;  th6  varieties  of 
mankind;  the  bones;  the  muscles^* 
the  brain  and  nerved ;  the  organs  of 
sense ;  the  digestive  function  ;  circu- 
lation ;  respiration ;  animal  heat  ( 
growth  and  decay.  All  these  sub- 
jects are  treated  in  a  manner  ex- 
tremely suitabhe  to  the  purpose  aim- 
ed aty  in  language  divested  as  much 
as  possible  of  techuical  terms,  and 
wholly  free  from  anything  which 
cTOuld  wear  even  the  semblance  ot 
indelicacy. 

In  the  conversation  on  the  varie- 
ties of  the  race,  is  introduced  the 
much  agitated  question  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  great  diversity  among' 
mankind,  springing,  as  we  suppose 
them  to  have  done,  from  a  single 
pair.  This  question  is  so  involved 
with  the  first  priaciplcs  of  religious 
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faith,  that  we  wish  the  author,  in  a 
work  designed  for  a  class  of  readers 
greatly  exposed  to  the  influence  of 
sceptical  doctrines,  had  made  a  point 
of  placing  the  answer  on  clearer  and 
more  decided  ground.  According  to 
the  author,  any  peculiarity  of  form 
which  is  born  with  an  individual,  is 
capable  of  being  transmitted  to  his 
offspring  ;  but  those  wliich  are  pro- 
duced by  art  or  accident,  are  li- 
mited to  the  individual  himself,  and 
do  not  become  hereditary.*  In  proof 
of  this  last  position,  it  is  nvantioned 
that  the  flattening  of  the  heads  among 
the  Caribs,  and  the  contraction  of 
the  feet  among  the  Chinese,  require 
to  be  repeated  on  every  individual 
in  order  ihtit  the  fashion  may  be  kept 
up.  Both  the  facts  and  the  inference, 
however,  are  denied  by  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  physiologists  of 
the  day  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  are  facts  equally  striking  and 
better  authenticated,  which  lead  to  a 
precisely  opposite  conclusion.  Per- 
haps our  author's  admiration  for  Mr. 
Lawrence  led  him  into  too  hasty  an 
adoption  of  his  views  on  this  point. 
At  all  events,  we  regard  it  as  unfor- 
tunate that,  in  a  work  designed  for 
popular  use,  a  question  aflecting  the 
credibility  of  revelation  should  have 
been  discussed,  without  allowing  to 
the  arguments  on  the  side  of  truth, 
the  degree  of  preponderance  to  which 
they  are  justly  entitled. 

Under  the  head  of  organs  of  sense, 
are  noticed  the  curious  views  of  Dr. 
Wollaston  in  regard  to  the  direction 
of  the  eyes ;  and  a  plate  is  given  in 
which  the  same  eyes  which  forpi  piurt 
of  a  devotional  head,  and  seem 
strongly  to  express  this  character, 


are  made  to  adapt  themselvei  lo  the 
upper  part  of  another  face,  where 
they  appear  at  once  to  have  a  difler^ 
ent  directino  and  to  express  opposite 
emotions.  Dr.  W.'t  experiments  oa 
this  subject  have  not,  we  believe, 
been  incorporated  into  the  standard 
works  of  the  day,  and  their  adoptioa 
into  the  present  was,  therefore,  pe* 
culiarly  fortunate,  We  may  also 
mention  that  under  the  general  sub- 
ject of  the  brain  and  nerves,  cranio* 
logy  comes  In  tor  its  share  of  atten- 
tion ;  and  the  arguments  by  which 
this  doctrine  has  been  maintained  oa 
the  one  hand,  and  attacked  on  the 
other,  are  stated  with  great  clearness 
and  sufficient  impartiality.  On  the 
whole,  we  are  disposed  to  think  high- 
ly of  the  work  as  a  popular  manual, 
and  hope  shortly  to  see  it  make  its 
appearance  in  an  American  edition. 


aUACKSRY. 

Ws  have  understood  that  there  is  oa 
foot  a  petition  to  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature,  for  a  repeal  of  the  Act 
by  which  irregular  practitioners  of 
medicine,  or  in  other  words  Quacks, 
arc  deprived  of  the  right  of  legal 
process  for  their  fees.  We  have  not 
seen  the  paper,  and  it  was  merely  by 
accident  the  report  reached  us.  if 
it  be  true,  we  can  find  no  language 
strong  enough  to  express  our  surprise 
and  indignation,  is  it  possible  that 
an  individual  who  has  sense  or  edu- 
cation enough  to  draw  up  a  petition, 
could  be  found  willing  so  far  to  de- 
grade himself  and  human  nature,  as 
to  engage  in  so  disgraceful  a  trani- 
action  ?  For  hire  indeed,  some  men 
will  do  deeds  of  darkness,  when 
they  can  be  assured  their  own  names 
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win  njDVW  come  to  light;— 4ut  is  it 
possible  that  an  individual  can  be 
(bund  in  this  age  of  the  world,  so 
dead  to  all  sense  of  wiiat  he  owes  to 
himself,   his  family,  bis  friends,  and 


society 


dead    to    all    sense  of 


common  decency,  as  to  put  his  name 
to  a  petition  such  as  we  have  alluded 
to  ?  We  cannot  believe  it  possible. 
If,  however,  we  prove  to  be  in  error 
•—if  men  of  com  \**n  respectability 
join  in  this  attempt  to  open  the  doors 
of  the  poor  and  ignorant  to  the  im- 
position of  the  Charhiian  and  the 
wretchedness  which  fi»llo\v!(  his  foot* 
steps,  we  can  assure  them,^r</,  that 
in  no  civilized  country  is  there  a  le- 
gislature weak  or  wicked  enough  to 
grant  a  petition  which  thus  gives  a 
direct  and  express  sanction  to  quack- 
ery $  and  seundf  that  their  own 
names  will  be  ever  after  associated 
with  those  of  the  impostors  they  en- 
courage :  the  public  wilt  ask  no  fur- 
ther evidence  of  mental  imbecility — 
DO  further  cause  to  reject  them  from 
its  confidence. 


success  in  a  few  cases ;  bat  Dr.  Qui' 

inier,  after  a  fnir  trial,  gave  the  lunar 
caustic  a  preference,  because  the  es- 
'char  it  produced  wu«  limited  to  the 
part  to  which  it  had  been  applied, 
while  the  effect  of  the  acid  spread  to 
the  contiguous  parts,  often  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  Even  when  the 
disease  had  spread  to  the  internal 
membrane  of  the  windpipe,  Dr.  Gui- 
mler  found  the  lunar  caustic,  applied 
to  the  tonsils,  &c.,  to  produce  a  very 
happy  effect. — The  lunar  caustic  has 
been  long  a  favorite  topical  applica- 
tion with  eome  eminent  surgeons  of 
London,  iu  chronic  ulceration  of  the 
tonsils  &c.,  which  frequently  fol- 
lows the  continued  use  of  mercury, 
in  affections  termed  pseudo-syphilitic ; 
and  we  have  frequently  witnessed  itt 
beneficinl  effects  in  such  cases,  after 
detergent  and  alterative  gargles,  with 
attention  to  the  general  health,  had 
failed  tb  produce  any  essential  bene- 
fit.—Craz.  of  Health. 


Malignant  Sore  Throat. — Dr. 
Guimier,  a  physician  of  some  emi- 
nence, residing  in  the  Commune  of 
Vouvtay,  has  published  several  cases 
of  malignant  sore  throat,  {angina 
i/Mtlignaj)  in  which  the  topiciil  appli- 
cation  of  lunar  caustic  proved  highly 
beneficinl.  The  tonsils,  the  uvula, 
and  the  pharynx,  were  covered  with 
membranous  concretions  of  a  grey- 
whiie  or  yellow  color,  and  this  col- 
lection  was  sometimes  so  thick  and 
abundant  about  the  larynx,  as  to  im- 
pede respiration.  The  inflammatory 
action  was  frequently  extended  to 
the  membrane  lining  the  windpipe ; 
•nd  previous  to  the  ad«»ption  of  this 
iDude  of  treatment,  many  patients 
were  suffocated  by  the  tenacious  col- 
lection blocking  up  the  glottis.  The 
hydrochloric  acid  bad  been  used  with 


Malposition  of  the  Kidney, — Oi> 
examining  the  body  of  a  man  who 
died  of  pulmonary  consumption,  the 
left  kidney  was  found,  after  search- 
ing fi>r  it  with  much  diligence,  at  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis.  It  was  lying  on 
the  psoas  muscle,  appeared  to  have 
no  renal  capsule,  and  waa  twisted 
round  upon  itself  so  that  its  notch 
kioked  outward  to  the  crista  of  the 
ilium.  From  the  notch  an  ureter 
went  out,  which  turned  down  over 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis  to  reach  the 
bladder.  The  kidney  was  smaller 
than  the  other,  and  received  its  sup- 
ply of  blood  in  part  from  the  exter- 
nal iliac  artery,  on  which  it  lay. 

This  is  a  rare  misplacement,  and 
in  some  surgical  operations  would 
have  produced  much  coofusioD  and 
inconvenience. 


KEPOBT   OF    DKATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

Hie  week  endinf  Julj  26,  at  noon. 

or  apoplexj,  Ir-accideot,  l^childbed,  1— 
dropiy  on  the  t>rain,  2 — dysentery,  1— dropsy 
on  the  chest,  1 — drown,  1 — intemperance,  1 
— liver  complaint,  1 — meailes,  5— old  age,  1~- 
|Nilsy,  2— nridde,  1 — unknown,  8.  Malee,  11 
^femalea,  11.    Total,  22. 
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HARVARD  UNIYERSlTT. 

msdicaI  lectvrss. 

THE  Mbdical  LUcturm  in  Harvard 
Unlveriitjr  will  begin  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Colleo^e,  Mason-street, 
Boston,  the  third  WEDNESDAY  in  Octo- 
ber next,  the  21st,  at  nine  o^clock,  A.  M. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warrkw. 
Chemistry,  Dr.  Webster, 
Midwifery  and  Medical   Jnriiprudetlcb, 

Dr.  CHAHNirfQ. 
Materia  Medica,  Dr.  BigbIiOW. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Dr.  Jack- 
sow. 

Students  attending  the  Medical  Lec- 
tures are  admitted,  without  fee^  to  the 
Surgical  Operations  and  Clinical  Practice 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital^ 
during  the  course*. 
Aug.  4.  W.  CHANNING,  Dtan. 
eoplOct^l.  __jL^ 


S^rtfaolbdieV«<lokpl^{  by  lotttt  itokwt 
■JtTHT,  FiR,8. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  <j8t5niatiton  hi  Wbictt  Hie  irt|A«Wrf 
of  the  celebrated  teacher  in  thfe  8ch(k>l  df 
St.  Bartholomew's  is  held,  must  rendec 
the  present  •  v6ltimes  invalhablc  io  th^ 
Htudent,  whHe  it  will  e4ually  ser?«  as  « 
work  of  reference  to  the  elder  branches  of 
the  professidnv  containing,  As  it  do^s,  ih^ 
iiews  and  opinions  of  one  whose  life  bai 
been  spent  in  instruction,  and  whose  taU 
ents  and  acquirements  are  no  less  admiirea 
than  respected. 

Nor  is  the  valne  of  the  volume  confined 
cither  to  the  medic^il  tyro  or  the  more  ex- 
^«riehc«ci  prstctltioAteh  The  popiila* 
reader,  from  the  plain,  lucid  and  colloqni- 
al  style  of  the  Lectures,  wiU  derive  both 
l^leasar^  and  instHictibit  Obnv  fhe'perraftal^ 
while  the  general  contents  yield  a  body 
of  information  not  to  be  met  with  in  works 
of  Ibis  description,  and  which  will  rtndcr 
it  in  families  a  book  of  familiar 4:ontalt«« 
tion  and  reference.  July  28. 


BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES 
will  commence  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day  in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
weeks. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  by  H.  H. 

CUILDS,  M.D. 
Analomy  and  Physiology,  J.  D.  WElls, 

M.D. 
Medical  Jurisprudence,  S.  W.  Williams, 

M.D. 
Theoretical   and  Operative  Surgery,  S. 
White,  M.D.  and  S.  P.  White,  M.D. 
Materia   Medira,  Pharmacy  and  Obste- 
trics, C,  B.  Covewtrt,  M.D. 
Chemistry,  Botany,  Mineralogy  and  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  C.  Dewy,  M.D. 
Matriculation  ticket,  f  3.    Fee  for  Lee 
iures,:$40.    Library  ticket,  f  1.   Gradu- 
ation, f  16,50.     Board,  including  wash- 
ing, lodging  and  room,  $  1,75  a  week. 
PUlsfitld,  Jidy  22,  1829.     aug4t8ept30 

CARTER  &  HENDEE, 

Ctratr  of  fVathingfon  and  School  SlretlSj 

HAVE  recently  published  and  forsalcj 
LBCTURJSS  ON  ANATOMY, 
•SURGERY  AND  PATHOLOGY,  includ- 
ing Observations  on  the  Nature  and  Treat- 
ment of  Local  Diseases— delivered  Hi  St. 


TURNER'S  CHEMISTRY,— NEW 
EDITION. 

JUST  published,  abd  for  salt,  by  G  AR- 
TER  fz  HENDEE,— Elements  of 
Chemistry,  including  recent  Discoveries 
and  Doctrines  of  the  Science.  By  Ed* 
WARD  Turner,  M.D,  F,R.S.E,  Second 
American  Edition. 

COTTONS&  BAHN  ARDhavcfor  sale, 
*«  An  Inquiry  concerning  that  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  vital  functions  usually 
denominated  Constitutional  Irritation. 
By  Benjamin  Travers,  F.R.S.,  senior  Sur- 
geon to  St  Thomas's  Hospital,  Prestden- 
of  the  Hunterian  Society  of  London>  &c.H 

NEW  LONDON  WORK. 

JUST  rwived,  by  CARTER  ft  HEN- 
DEE, c^mw  of  %VaBhington  Rnd 
School  streets,  A  Chemical  Catechitm; 
in  which  the  Elements  of  Chemistry,  with 
the  recent  dirtjoveries  in  the  Science,  arc 
Clearly  and  fully  explained.  Illustrated 
by  Notes,  Engravings  and  Tables,  and 
containing  an  Appendix  of  select  *^P«^JJ- 
ments,  &c.  By  Thomas  Graham,  M.D. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  London,  &c.  &c. 

C.  &  H.  have  also  just  recelved^le- 
ments  of  Chemistry.  By  Aii»R«w  Fttb, 
M.D.  r.R.S.E. 


Published  weekly,  by  Johh  Cottoi,,  at  184,  ^"^]'^*i^^*^J^"^7l^™J  «^^^ 
whom  all  commiwiiation.  must  be  addressed,  P^P«^'rr^!^^'l^  ™o„th2    «d  'four  iSStf 
paid  in  advance,  tbr-e  dolUrs  and  a  half  if  not  paid  withm  three  »^"^»«' *^  ***" 
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Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

History  of  an  Asphyxia  from  falling 
into  a  Privy ^  successfully  treated. 

By  John  C.  HowarD|  M.D. 

SuifDAT,  Jalj  26th,  10,  A.M.— 
Had  an  argent  call  to  see  a  child 
of  one  Mrs.  O'Neal,  a  little  girl, 
two  years  of  age.  She  had  fallen 
into  a  privjr,  and  there  remained, 
as  the  parents  supposed,  five  mi- 
nutes, and  bad  been  out  as  long 
when  I  saw  her.  She  had  been 
cleansed,  and  was  to  all  appear- 
ance dead.  On  close  examination, 
boivever,  a  slight  motion  of  the 
respiratory  muscles  was  observed  ; 
there  was  nothing  like  vital  heat, 
but  on  the  contrary  a  death-like 
coldness;  the  whoie  body  bad  a 
moribund  look;  the  lips  were  livid, 
the  eyes  closed,  the  abdomen  tu- 
mid,* and  the  extremities  of  a 
bluish  cast, — all  of  which  indicat- 
ed a  stoppage  of  circulation.  The 
very  slight  motion  observed  in  the 
respiratory  muscles,  determined  me 
to  do  all  that  I  could  for  resuscita- 
tion, in  which  process  I  was  as- 
sisted by  Mr.  Dwight,  a  medical 
student. 

Friction  with  strong  Tincture  of 

*  The  tumescence  of  the  stomach  aud 
bowelt  arose,  no  doubt,  from  the  presence 
of  ndphurelted  kydrogen^  which,  even 
when  largely  diluted  with  air,  is  cooei- 
dered  by  Orfila  a  verjr  strong  poison,  ut- 
terly deleterious  to  animal  life. 

26 


Cantharides  was  resorted  to,  and 
used  principally  over  the  chest  and 
abdomen  ; — before  the  tincture, 
however,  could  be  procured,  fric- 
tion was  applied  with  flannel  wet 
with  N.  E.  Uura,  which  is  general- 
ly found  at  hand!  These  applica- 
tions, together  with  bottles  of  hot 
water  to  the  extremities,  seemed 
to  excite  the  capillaries  and  induce 
evident  signs  of  life, — evinced  in 
the  muscles  of  respiration,  and  by 
the  occasional  act  of  coughing. 

It  was  at  first  difficult  to  say  on 
what  the  asphyxia  depended,-— 
whether  it  proceeded  from  the  gas 
evolved  in  the  .vault,  or  from  the 
feculent  matter  taken  into  the  sto- 
mach. On  learning  from  the  fa- 
ther that  the  child,  when  he  reach- 
ed her,  was  immersed  to  the  depth 
of  three  feet,  so  that  he  had  great 
difficulty  in  finding  and  bringing  her 
out,  the  case  was  regarded  as  ana- 
logous to  one  of  drowning,  and  it 
seemed  proper  to  bring  about 
speedy  Tomiting,  in  order  not  only 
to  evacuate  the  stomach,  but  to 
rouse  the  whole  system  to  some 
vigorous  action.  An  emetic  of 
Sulph.  Zinc  and  Ipecacuanha  was 
accordingly  prescribed.  It  soon 
operated  ;  the  child  was  very  much 
relieved;  and,  after  vomiting  free- 
ly, cried  stoutly,  and  appeared  en- 
tirely out  of  danger  at  13,  M. 
She  was  seen  in  the  evening  by  Mr. 
Dwight,  quite  sprightly,  up  and 
running  about. 

Boston^  August^  1829. 
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INFLAMMATOBY   DYSPEPSIA. 

Practical  Observations  on  the  JVb- 
ture  and  Treatment  of  tkis  Dis* 
ease. 

In  the  Midland  Reporter  is  a  pa- 
per of  much  practical  interest  on  this 
subject,  by  Dr.  Maiden,  of  Worces- 
^  ter.  We  cannot  better  communicate 
its  contents  to  our  readers,  than  by 
extracting  from  the  London  Medical 
Gazette  the  following  abstract  of  it. 

The  symptoms  of  chronic  inflam- 
mation of  the  mucous  membranes 
of  the  stomach,  are  often  confound- 
ed with  those  of  simple  digestion. 
These  are  acidity,  flatulence,  and 
uneasiness  of  the  stomach  after 
eating ;  amounting,  generally,  to 
pain  more  or  less  acute  and  dan- 
gerous in  its  duration.  In  general 
it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  nearer 
the  inflamed  portion  is  to  the  car- 
dia,  the  sooner  the  pain*is  felt  after 
eating.  Often  the  appetite  is  good; 
frequently  Jlhere  is  a  longing  for 
those  articles  which  the  patient 
knows,  from  experience,  would 
cause  him  the  most  uneasiness.  Ill 
some  cases  there  is  constant  unea- 
siness of  the  stomach,  and  some- 
times there  is  tenderness  of  the 
epigastric  region,  upon  pressure. 
If  vomiting,  preceded  by  uneasi- 
ness, or  pain  at  the  stomach,  be  of 
frequent  occurrence,  there  is  rea- 
son to  suspect  the  commencement 
^of  serious  mischief  in  that  viscus. 
Wasting,  if  it  be  steady,  however 
slow,  is  a  very  serious  symptom. 

The  author  has  repeatedly  ob- 
served, that  the  suspension  of  sym- 
pathetic headachs  has  been  follow* 
ed  by  organic  disease  of  the  sto- 
mach. Sometimes  the  atrophy  is 
fatal  before  the  organic  lesion  is  of 
great  extent.  Often  ulceration 
perforates  the  stomach, — occasion- 
ally the  changes  which  take  place 


have  the  character  of  carcinoma. 
The  morbid  sensibility  of  the  sto- 
mach, in  these  cases,  is  greatly 
augmented  when  the  diseased  struc- 
ture ulcerates  ;  and  there  is  then' 
an  aggravation  of  the  constitutional 
symptoms. 

An  accidental  error  in  diet  may 
produce  a  state  of  the  mucous 
membrane  which  will  either  as- 
sume  the  character  of  acute  gastri- 
tis, or  go  on  more  slowly. — A  young 
lady,  in  good  health,  ate  some 
threshed  wheat.  She  felt  consi- 
derable uneasiness  at  her  stomach 
for  several  days  afterwards ;  her 
bowels  were  bound,  and  her  appe- 
tite impaired.  She  took,  by  the 
advice  of  a  medical  friend,  some 
strong  opening  medicine,  which  re- 
lieved her  at  the  time.  Six  months 
from  the  time  she  ate  the  wheat, 
she  very  often  vomited,  generally 
within  an  hour  after  her  meals : 
her  appetite  was  good,  but  she  was 
afraid  to  eat.  She  felt  a  dull  pain 
in  her  stomach  aftef  meals,  a  little 
to  the  left  of  the  linea  alba.  The 
tenderness  on  pressure  at  this  part 
was  very  trifling  ;  but  the  cartilage 
of  the  rib  immediately  above  it  was 
very  tender  when  pressed.  The 
tongue  was  furred  in  the  middle 
with  a  tenacious  white  mucus;  the 
edges  were  clean,  pale  and  moist ; 
countenance  pale  and  languid  ;  the 
pulse  80,  small,  but  not  hard  ; 
bowels  generally  rather  bound. 
She  was  directed  to  live  exclusive- 
ly on  milk,  milk  and  water,  and 
gruel  ;  to  apply  six  or  eight  leech- 
es, every  second  or  third  day,  to 
the  epigastric  region,  and  to  take 
a  dose  of  the  following  mixture 
early  in  the  morning,  occasionally  : 

R.  Magnesiae  Sulphatis  3vi.  Mag- 
ncsiae  Carbonatis  3iss.  Maniise 
5  ss.  Aqu»  Mentha;  viridis  Oss. 
Dusis  sit  Cocblcaria  Magna  iij. 
cum  pari  mensurd  aqus  fontanse 
mista. 
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Upon  this  plan  of  treatmeDt  the 
syuipioms  sood  disappeared,  aod 
the  author  regards  the  case  as 
one  of  iDflammatioa  of  a  portion 
of  the  stomach. 

Another  variety  of  dyspepsia  is 
tbub  ciebcribed  .— ^^  Some  iudivi- 
duals  have  repeated  attacks  of 
inflamed  tonsils,  pharynx,  sneigh« 
derian  membrane,  or  larynx,  de- 
pendent on  the  coexistence  of 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  ma- 
eous  membrane  of  the  stomach, 
lo  these  persons,  pain  and  uneasi- 
ness in  the  epigastrium,  and  an 
increase  of  habitual  dyspepsia, 
precede  the  appearance  of  the 
catarrhal  symptoms,  and  the  lat- 
ter often  occur  independently  of 
any  exposure  to  cold.  If,  in  the 
treatment  of  this  kind  of  cases, 
the  attention  be  directed  chiefly 
to  the  removal  of  the  epigastric 
pain  and  tenderness,  and  by  judi- 
cious diet  to  obviate  gastric  irrita- 
tion, and  the  consequent  dyspep- 
sia, the  catarrhal  symptoms  speed- 
ily give  way." 

Dr.  Maiden  has  seen  much 
mischief  resnit  from  the  injudi- 
cious use  of  mercury,  which, 
with  some  patients,  disagrees  in 
any  dose  or  form.  The  mildest 
preparation  of  mercury  is  the  hy- 
drargyrus  cum  creta,  and  some- 
times we  can,  with  propriety, 
only  prescribe  this. 

*^  From  long  observation,  (says 
our  author,)  I  am  convinced  that 
the  union  of  ipecacuanha,  or  anti- 
monial  poivder,  but  in  particular 
ipecacuanha,  with  blue  pill,  ena- 
bles us  to  produce  more  decided 
efiect  on  the  liver  than  we  could 
by  blue  pill  alone.  The  advan- 
tage of  this  is  very  great ;  for  the 
blue  pill  may  be  gradually  reduc- 
ed, and  at  length  entirely  omitted 
in  the  preparation,  and  the  healthy 
secretion  will  continue  under  the 


sole  exhibition  of  ipecacuftnba. 
There  is  not  a  fact  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  of  the  truth  of 
which  I  am  more  satisfied  than  I 
am  of  this,  and  I  have  found  a 
knowledge  of  it  exceedingly  use- 
ful." 

Another  medicine  of  which  our 
author  speaks  highly,  is  the  sub- 
borate  of  soda.  He  was  first  led 
to  the  trial  of  it  by  reasoning  op- 
on  the  salutary  effect  it  lias  on 
aphthous  ulcerations  of  the  mouth 
and  fauces,  when  used  as  a  gar- 
gle. Dr.  M.  gives  from  ten  grains 
to  half  a  drachm  of  borax,  in  so- 
lution, three  or  four  times  a  day, 
and  sometimes  adds  one  or  two 
drops  of  laudanum  to  each  dose* 

The  following  remarks  oa  the 
pulse  deserve  attention  : — ^'  The 
pulse,  in  this  forni  of  the  diseasot 
IS  not  always  hard,  and  often  is  not 
much  accelerated,  and  yet  the 
judicious  treatment  of  the  malady 
is  strictly  antiphlogistic  ;  the  local 
morbid  sensibility  alone  being  suf- 
ficient to  indicate  the  propriety  of 
this  practice,  and  the  successful 
issue  of  the  cases  so  treated  con- 
firming its  correctness. 

'^  Speaking  from  the  results  of 
my  own  experience,  I  should  say 
that  if  the  symptoms  or  the  state 
above  described,  were  attended 
by  an  uniformly  hard  and  quick 
pulse,  the  commencement  or  pro- 
gress of  serious  organic  change, 
or  the  spread  of  the  inflammation 
to  the  serous  membrane,  ought  to 
be  apprehended  as  the  conse- 
quence. 

^^  The  pulse  is  always  hard  in 
cases  of  scirrhous  pylorus  ;  to  this 
I  do  not  remember  an  exception, 
and  in.  all  cases  where  organic 
disease  had  involved  the  whole  of 
the  gastric  ionics,  the  pulse  has 
been  hard.  An  uniformly  hard 
pulse,  particularly  if  attended  by 
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wastiDg,  is  the  worst  symptoni  the 
dyspeptic  can  present  to  his  phy- 
sician. Perhaps  it  may  be  ob- 
jected that  I  have  confounded  ir- 
ritation of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach  with  inflammation 
of  it,  and  that  many  of  the  symp- 
toms of  the  cases  I  have  describ- 
ed, might  exist  without  the  actual 
presence  of  inflammation.  To 
this  I  answer,  that  theoretically 
it  is  very  difficult  to  define  the 
eiact  point  where  irritation  ends 
and  inflammation  begins  ;  that  ir- 
ritation always  produces  an  in- 
creased afflux  of  blood  to  the  part 
irritated,  which  is  certainly  the 
first  visible  change  in  the  inflam- 
matory process  ;  and  lastly,  that 
practically  the  distinction  is  not 
of  so  much  importance  as  many 
practitioners  imagine,  since  the 
antiphlogistic  treatment  is  adapt- 
ed to  both  states." 


III. 

PULMONARY  CONBUBIPTION. 

The  following  remarks  on  Pulmo- 
nary Consumption,  are  from  the  pea 
of  Mr.  John  Tuson,  Surgeon,  London. 

Having  found  the  practice  usual- 
ly adopted  in  consumption  of  the 
lungs,  not  only  to  prove  ineffica- 
cious, but  evidently  to  accelerate 
its  fatal  termination,  I  have  long 
abandoned  it,  and  for  many  years 
have  adopted  a  treatment  calcu- 
lated to  support  the  powers  of  the 
system  and  to  correct  the  consti- 
tution. In  most  cases  I  have  ar- 
rested the  progress  of  the  disease 
and  prolonged  the  lives  of  the  pa- 
tients ;  and  in  two  cases,  attended 
with  what  may  be  termed  its  cha- 
racteristic symptoms,  as  purulent 
expectoration,  colliquative  per- 
spiration, hectic  fever,  emacia* 
tioD,  &c.  &c.,  my  phn  has  com- 


pletely succeeded.  Actuated  by 
the  desire  of  employing  means  to 
cure  such  patients,  instead  of  qvi" 
eting  symptoms,  which  every  me- 
dical man  should  have  in  view,  I 
have  latterly  given  the  iodine, 
combined  with  the  solution  of  the 
acetate  of  morphine,  (proportion- 
ed to  the  extent  of  the  attendant 
irritation,)  an  extensive  trial ;  the 
favorable  results  of  which  have 
fully  satisfied  my  mind  that  the 
disease  is  more  under  the  control 
of  medicine  than  practitioners  ge- 
nerally imagine.  In  the  early 
stage,  when  the  lungs  are  in  a 
state  of  inflammatory  excitement, 
with  a  view  to  prepare  the  system 
for  the  administration  of  the  io- 
dine, I  prescribe  the  nitrate  of 
ammonia,  and  attend  to  the  state 
of  the  alimentary  canal,  &c.  Aod 
here  I  beg  to  observe,  that  when 
there  are  tubercles  in  the  lungs, 
or  the  patients  are  of  a  scrofulous 
habit,  the  treatment  with  the 
iodine  I  have  found  very  effica- 
cious. When  an  effusion  of  serum 
has  taken  place  in  the  chest,  the 
iodine,  combined  with  the  squill, 
is  an  invaluable  medicine.  The 
physician  must  of  course  propor- 
tion the  combination  and  dose  to 
the  existing  symptoms.  1  should 
not  discharge  the  duty  I  owe  to 
the  profession  and  to  the  public 
in  general,  were  I  not  to  call 
their  attention  to  a  mode  of  treat- 
ment that  I  have  found  so  de- 
cidedly efficacious.  Impressed 
with  these  sentiments,  and  for 
the  sake  of  suffering  humanity, 
and  not  from  motives  of  interest, 
I  am  anxious  to  make  it  generally 
known  ;  and  I  am  the  more  par* 
ticularly  induced  so  to  do,  as 
the  means  usually  pursued  in 
practice  more  frequently  aggra- 
vate than  alleviate  the  sufferings 
of  consomptive  patients,  and.  as 
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I  have  observed,  hasten  the  fatal 
termination  of  the  malady,  by 
diminishing  the  vital  energies  of 
the  system. 


IV. 

ON  TBS   CURE  OP  NEURALGIA  IN 
GENERAL. 

(Concluded  from  p^ge  890.) 

Local  TreaimenL 
Of  the  local  remedies  for  nea- 
ralgia  we  need  say  but  little.  Dr. 
M.,  like  Dr.  Heberden,  found 
blisters  to  aggravate  the  pain 
when  placed  near  the  nerve  af* 
fected.  What  has  been  called  a 
perpetual  blister  is  still  worse, 
as  proving  '*  almost  always  a  po- 
sitive aggravation,  not  only  of  the 
local  disease  itself,  but  of  the  ge- 
neral irritation  and  disorder  of 
the  system." 

**  The  only  local  remedy  from 
which  I  have  really  seen  such  ad- 
vantageous  effects  as  to  induce 
mo  to  recommend  it,  is  the  ap- 
plication of  steam  directed  by  the 
usual  means  of  a  pipe,  to  the  af- 
fected part;  while  of  course  the 
same  reasoning  applies,  if  in  a  mi- 
nor degree,  to  fomentations  and 
hot  water.  The  value  of  these 
latter  applications,  indeed,  in 
rheumatism  of  the  face,  in  the 
rheumatic  or  neuralgic  ophthal- 
mia, and  in  sciatica,  has  long  been 
known  ;  if,  from  their  too  great 
simplicity,  and  their  not  being 
<  made  up  in  the  apothecary's 
shop,'  they  are  less  valued  than 
they  deserve.  But  while  I  con- 
sider the  blast  of  steam  as  the 
most  effective  of  ail  the  modifi- 
cations of  this  practice,  I  have 
often  succeeded  by  means  of 
it,  in  removing,  almost  instan- 
taneously, a  paroxysm  of  the  se- 
verest neuralgia  of  the' face,  and, 
occasionally,  so  as  to  put  a  stop. 


in  the  chronic  disease,  to  an  en- 
tire relapse  ;  which,  from  all  the 
patient's  past  experience,  was  ex- 
pected to  last  some  weeks."  391. 

Cold  applied  to  the  part  does 
sometimes  give  temporary,  but 
never  permanent  relief.  On  the 
contrary,  it  generally  exasperates 
the  subsequent  sufferings  of  the 
patient. 

^*  Though  I  have  already  spoken 
of  the  use  of  narcotics,  this  is  a 
more  convenient  place  to  point 
out  one  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  them  ;  a  fact  which  I  pur- 
posely postponed,  on  account  of 
its  connection  with  the  useful  ef- 
fects of  hot  water  and  steam. 
As  a  means  of  diminishing  pain 
during  the  painful  state,  they  are 
nearly  useless,  unless  pushed  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  stupify  the 
patient ;  in  which  case  it  is  pro- 
bable, as  I  have  already  insinuat- 
ed, that  their  effects  are  injuri- 
ous, while  it  is  easy  to  compre- 
hend how  they  ought  to  be  so,  by 
inducing  indirectly  that  debility 
which  so  prolongs  and  aggravates 
all  the  neuralgisB.  But  when  the 
acute  state  is  past  they  become 
useful,  as  tending  to  remove  that 
soreness  which  remains  after  the 
chief  pain  has  ceased,  and  also  by 
reducing  the  general  irritation 
which  has  been  excited  by  it. 
Thus  also  they  sometimes  act 
usefully,  even  as  local  applica- 
tions, at  least  to  sensible  parts  ; 
and  it  is  probably  on  this  princi- 
ple chiefly,  that  they  are  of  ad- 
vantage in  the  neuralgic  inflam- 
mation of  the  eye."  394. 

Dr.  M.  next  adverts  to  the  Ise- 
dentia,  and  satirizes  with  no  small 
degree  of  force,  the  once  cele- 
brated practice  of  dividing  the 
nerve  in  neuralgia ;  but  as  that 
practice  is  now  laid  in  the  ^^  Tomb 
of  the  Capulets,"  we  need  not 
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troable  our  readers  or  ourselves 
OD  that  point.  The  use,  or  rather 
abuse,  of  excessive  purgation,  is 
next  denounced  by  our  author,  and 
not  without  reason.  Low  diet, 
of  course,  comes  in  for  its  share 
of  censure,  and,  as  far  as  neural- 
gia is  concerned,  we  have  no  fault 
to  find  with  our  author's  stric- 
tures. But  when  he  comes  to 
ridicule  the  plan  of  abstemious 
living  in  dyspeptic  complaints,  he 
goes  beyond  his  depth,  and  proves 
to  those  who  have  infinitely  more 
experience  than  himself,  that  he 
knows  nothing  about  the  matter. 
This  is  the  misery  of  having  a 
hobby-horse.  A  man  hits  upou 
one  good  idea  or  thing  ;  but  he  is 
not  content  with  making  that  idea 
or  thing  useful  to  the  world, — he 
most  push  it  to  extremes,  and  en- 
deavor to  make  it  the  ^^  universal 
good."  Dr.  M'Culioch  must  be 
well  aware  that  no  medical  jour- 
nal has  done  him  so  much  justice 
as  ours ;  and  that  we  have  pro- 
claimed his  merits  through  every 
region  of  the  earth,  which  the 
*^  rising  or  the  setting  sun  sur- 
veys." He  is  too  sensible  not  to 
know  that  our  praise  is  the  more 
valuable  in  proportion  to  the  im- 
partiality which  we  display  to- 
wards his  failings, — at  least  what 
we  consider  his  failings.  The 
following  case,  which  we  shall 
give  in  Dr.  M.'s  own  words,  does 
not  at  all  support  his  anathema 
against  abstinence  in  dyspepsia, 
though  it  is  brought  forward  by 
him  as  a  ^^coup  de  grace"  to 
that  system. 

^^  This  unfortunate  philosopher 
had  been  long  subject  to  the  usual 
dyspeptic  and  nervous  symptoms 
of  studious  men,  and  was  of  a  sal- 
low and  emaciated  complexion  ; 
appearing,  in  familiar  language, 
to  be  far  more  in  want  of  addi- 


tional blood  than  of  its  abstrac- 
tion, whil  9  his  disorder  was  con- 
tinuously isrgravated  by  a  system 
of  low  diet,  adopted  on  the  same 
mistaken  views.  Passing  every 
day  with  him,  in  company  with 
an  English  physician,  it  was  easy 
to  watch  that  over  which  we  had 
no  control ;  as  there  would  also 
have  been  no  propriety  in  attempt- 
ing to  oppose  '  the  best  advice  in 
Paris.'  Headach  was,  as  usual, 
one  of  the  occasional  symptoms  ; 
and  on  one  unfortunate  day  he  was 
induced  to  send  for  his  surgical 
friend,  by  whom  he  was  imme- 
diately bled.  The  headach,  on 
the  following  day,  continued,  or 
rather  returned,  as  it  had  former- 
ly done,  hut  with  increased  con* 
fusion  of  thought ;  the  puisp  and 
all  else  indicating,  to  the  English 
physicians  in  question,  increase  of 
general  debility,  and  compelling 
us  at  length  to  ofler  advice,  whieb 
ivas  however  opposed  by  the  usu- 
al arguments.  A  second  blood- 
letting of  course  took  place  ;  and 
the  consequence  was  that  he  be- 
came, but  only  in  the  night,  par- 
tially delirious, — a  result  easily 
explained,  in  its  very  limitation. 
It  was  then  determined,  infpll 
consultation,  that  there  was  in- 
flammation of  the  brain, — to  the 
exceeding  surprise,  not  without 
remonstrances,  of  the  two  English 
physicians, — and,  consequently, 
with  the  addition  of  blisters,  shav- 
ing the  head,  and  ice,  another 
bloodletting  was  ordered  and  prac- 
tised. The  delirium  then  in- 
creased, while  the  pulse  became 
feeble  enough,  as  might  have 
been  supposed,  to  have  made  any 
man  reflect  ;  but  as  this  did  not 
happen,  or  rather  as  the  reflec- 
tions took  the  opposite  course, 
the  practice  was  persevered  io, 
and  on  the  following  day  the  pa- 
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ticnt  died, — ^teaviog  the  physi- 
qiaos,  doubtless,  coDviaced,  as 
usual,  that  he  had  oot  lost  blood 
enough.  Such  is  a  Freoch  case ; 
but  it  would  he  easy  to  give  no 
small  number  of  parallels  from 
English  practice  ;  and  should  it 
make  no  impression  at  present, 
the  day  will  come  round  again 
when  its  value  as  well  as  its 
nature  will  he  understood.'' 
403. 

Doubtless  there  might  he  many 
cases  collected  on  both  sides  of 
the  channel,  where  sanguineous 
depletion  has  been  carried  too 
far,  and  where  irritation  is  mista- 
ken for  inflammation.  This  is  the 
great  source  of  error.  Where 
inflammation  actually  exists,  there 
cannot  be  very  much  mischief 
done  by  taking  away  a  little  more 
blood  than  is  necessary.  But 
where  the  neuroses  are  treated  as 
pklogosesj  which  was  the  case 
with  the  unfortunate  gentleman 
in  Paris,  then  indeed  the  havoc  of 
coustitution  is  tremendous,  and 
life  itself  is  often  sacrificed. 
With  the  following  specimen  of 
our  author's  sarcastic  strictures 
on  physicians  and  physic,  we  shall 
close  this  article. 

^Ut  were  well  indeed  if  not 
only  ruined  constitutions,  hut  even 
death  itself,  were  not  the  fre- 
quent, the  almost  daily  result,  of 
physic  thus  misapplied  in  all  the 
analogous  and  parallel  cases,  as 
also  in  some  others  ;  the  produce 
of  a  combination  of  system,  fash- 
ion, and  ignorance,  which  renders 
physicians  and  physic  the  just 
terror  at  present  of  all  those  who 
can  see  and  distinguish.  It  is 
difficult  to  speak  without  high 
indignation  as  well  as  horror,  of 
what  we  thus  daily  witness.  To 
supprcjss  the  former  is  impossi* 


ble,  when  our  own,  perhaps  dear- 
est friends,  have  thus  been  de- 
stroyed :  and  well  now,  perhaps, 
will  he  decide,  who,  like  Napo- 
leon, resolves  to  exclude  this  art 
and  its  professors  entirely  ;  for, 
on  the  arithmetical  average,  he 
will  assuredly  be  far  on  the  side 
of  security.  It  is  but  to  open  our 
eyes  to  see  the  truth  of  this  every 
day;  while  if  it  is  over  the  ruined 
health  or  the  life  of  females,  that 
we  shall  most  often  have  occasion 
to  grieve,  from  the  obvious  reason 
that  in  them  the  nervous  afi'ec- 
tions  thus  mistaken  and  maltreat- 
ed, chiefly  abound,  or  are  chiefly 
brought  before  physicians,  so  has 
there  been  a  rapid  increase  of  the 
evil,  from  the  numbers  ivho,  re- 
turning from  a  continental  resi- 
dence with  the  consequences  of 
marsh  fever  which  I  have  so 
often  described,  have  been  sub- 
jected to  this  truly  mortal  as 
well  as  mistaken  treatment." 
421. 

The  last  chapter  in  the  work 
is  one  of  a  different  cast  from  the 
others.  Having  terminated  his 
Essay  when  his  evidence  was 
exhausted,  and  his  induction  car- 
ried as  far  as  it  could  safely  go. 
Dr.  M.  ventures  on  a  chapter 
of  *^  conjectures  respecting  the 
condition  of  the  nerves  and  nerv- 
ous system  in  .intermittent  and 
neuralgic  diseases."  These  con- 
jectures are  ingenious,  and  some 
of  them  plausible  ;  but  we  have 
no  space  left  for  samples  of 
them  here.  We  part  from  our 
author  with  feelings  of  much 
respect  and  esteem, — believing 
that  he  has  contributed  much 
more  to  the  advancement  of  our 
science  than  many  who  have 
held  their  heads  much  higher  in 
the  republic  of  medicine. 
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From  tiM  Wastwn  JootmI  of  the  M«dieal  uid 
'  Phjiical  ScienOM. 

Hiftory  of  a  Case  of  Empyemafrom 
protracted  Measles  and  Pleurisy  j 
in  which  the  Operation  of  Para- 
centesis gave  immediate  Relief. 

By  Dr..  Samuel  Meriwethbjl,  of  Jef- 
fersooy  Indiana. 

Calvin  Cook,  a  youth  of  nineteen 
or  twenty,  of  sanguineous  temper- 
aaient  and  delicate  fibre,  was  at- 
tacked with  measles  some  time 
last  winter,  perhaps  in  February, 
(18^9,)  while  at  work  on  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal. 
He  returned  home  to  his  mother's, 
(Clark  CO.  Ind.),  where  he  re- 
mained a  few  weeks,  ivhen  he 
was  able  to  resume  bis  labor. 
His  cough  remained,  however, 
and  from  his  exposed  situation  he 
was  taken  with  pleurisy,  attended 
with  violent  pain  in  the  left  lobe 
of  the  lungs.  From  i\w  best  in* 
formation  I  could  gather,  he  was 
neglected  or  not  regularly  attend- 
ed by  his  physician,  and  became 
emaciated,  with  cough,  dyspno&a, 
a  gradual  enlargement  of  tbe  left 
side,  difficult  respiration  when 
placed  on  the  right  side,  general 
debility,  and  hectic  exacerba- 
tions. 

On  the  third  of  May,  I  was 
called  in  consultation  with  Dr. 
Lewis,  On  examining  the  pa- 
tient, I  concurred  with  the  Doc- 
tor in  the  opinion,  that  an  opera- 
tion was  the  only  means  of  relief 
that  could  be  employed.  The 
chylopoietic  viscera  appeared  to 
be  affected  from  contiguity  or 
sympathy  of  parts,  as  there  were 
considerable  tension  and  tender- 
ness at  the  pit  of  the  stomach, 
with  enlarged  spleen  ;  he  was 
therefore  directed  to  take  a  ca- 
thartic.    On  the  morning  of  the 


4tb,  Dr.  Lewis  visited  the  pa- 
tient.  The  medicine  had  ope- 
rated, and  dejections  from  bis 
bowels  were  healthy.  During 
the  evening  he  had  two  chills, 
with  an  entire  absence  of  pain, 
&c.  On  the  morning  of  the  dth, 
in  company  with  Dr.  Bridges,  I 
visited  our  patient,  and  found  his 
heart  beating  with  considerable 
force  on  the  right  side,  with  ge- 
neral oedema  of  the  left,  which 
measured,  from  the  spinal  column 
to  the  sternum,  nearly  double  that 
of  the  right,  and  had  an  indistinct 
fluctuation. 

I  gave  the  young  man  our  opi- 
nion relative  to  his  case,  and  that 
an  operation  was  the  only  means 
of  relief.  To  this  he  submitted 
with  fortitude.  Proceeding  to 
the  operation,  he  was  laid  close 
to  the  edge  of  the  bed,  (previous- 
ly made  firm,)  with  the  affected 
side  presenting.  I  made  an  inci- 
sion between  two  and  three  inch- 
es long  through  the  integuments, 
betwixt  the  sixth  and  seventh  ribs, 
cutting  close  to  the  edge  of  the 
seventh,  and  carefully  avoiding 
the  intercostal  artery ;  on  tbe 
knife's  passing  through  the  inter- 
costal muscles,  the  distension  of 
the  pleura  costalis  was  very 
great,  and  on  puncturing  it  a  vo- 
lume of  pus  issued  forth  and  con- 
tinued to  run  for  forty  minutes, 
when  his  pulse  became  so  languid 
as  to  require  an  immediate  dress- 
ing of  the  wound.  He  expressed 
himself  better  under  the  dis- 
charge. We  gave  him  an  ano- 
dyne, and  directed  wine  and  wa- 
ter to  be  given  during  the  evening, 
should  his  pulse  continue  weak 
and  low. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  I 
found  him  every  way  better ;  be 
was  free  from  fever,  slept  pretty 
well,  had  some  appetite,  and  his 
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fe§piration  waa  eatj,  whether  he 
laj  on  one  tide  or  the  other.  The 
distended  ribs  had  subsided,  and 
likewise  the  oedema  ;  the  wound 
appearing  to  close,  I  introduced 
a  blunt-pointed  probe  and  leaden 
canula,  about  one  and  a  half  inch- 
es ion^,  which  kept  up  a  discharge 
for  two  weeks  at  least. — The 
quantity  of  pus  evacuated  from 
first  to  last,  was  judged  by  all 
present  to  be  two  gallons.  From 
this  time  the  patient's  treatment 
was  committed  to  the  care  of  Dr. 
Lewis,   by   whom  I  have  since 


been  told  that  the  quantity  of 
matter  discharged  while  under 
his  care,  was  equal  to  the  first. 
His  health  was  now  fast  improv- 
ing; skin  soft  and  perspirable;  se- 
cretion from  the  kidneys  and  liver 
healthy  ;  free  from^cough  ;  wound 
entirely  healed ;  'and  he  Cakes 
gentle  exercise  every  day  on 
horseback  or  in  an  easy  carriage. 
The  general  treatment  has  beeot 
aperients,  elm  or  flaxseed  tea,, 
with  Dover's  powder,  occasion- 
ally at  night,  and  lastly,  the  sul- 
phate of  quinine  as  a  tonic. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


DIGESTIVE    PROCESS. 

De.  Thomson,  of  the  University  at 
Glasgow,  has  suggested  a  new  and 
somewhat  curious  explanation  of  the 
changes  induced  in  the  food  by  the 
process  of  digestion.  Some  experi- 
ments of  Dr.  Wilson  Philip  seem  to 
show,  that  when  the  gastric  nerves 
have  been  divided,  the  nervous  influ- 
ence may  be  supplied  for  a  certain 
time,  and  digestion  may  be  artifi- 
cially continued,  by  passing  a  current 
of  electricity  from  a  galvanic  battery 
through  the  stomach.  The  identity 
of  the  nervous  influence  with  galvan- 
ism being  thus  rendered  probable, 
Dr.  T.  suggests  that  its  eflect  m»y 
be  to  decompose  the  muriate  of  soda 
coutained  in  the  food,  and  thus  to 
set  at  liberty  the  muriatic  acid, 
which,  dissolving  the  food  itself,  pro- 
duces chyme.  This  solution  being 
efiected,  the  acid  is  no  longer  want- 
ed, and  is  therefore  neutralized  by 
the  bile,  which,  besides  a  small  por- 
tioB  of  free  alkali,  cootaios  picromel^ 


a  substance  capable  of  uniting  with  the 
acid,  and  of  forming  with  it  an  insolu- 
ble compound.  The  soda  of  the  salt,  in 
the  mean  time,  is  otherwise  disposed 
of,  and  goes  to  form  the  blood,  tha 
bile,  and  the  other  secretions ;  in  alL 
of  which  more  or  less  of  it  is  founds 
Dr.  T.  thinks  many  important  results 
would  folio nr  the  establishment  of 
this  theory,  and  particularly  an  im* 
proved  method  of  treating  dyspepsia. 


PAEALTSIS  ATTENDED  WITH  PECULIAR 
SYMPTOMS.  . 

The  following  case  Is  related  in  the 
N.  A.  Journal : — A  child,  three  years 
of  age,  of  strumous  diathesis,  was  at- 
tacked with  paralysis  of  the  muscles 
of  the  back  and  iuferiur  extremities 
while  riding  in  a  carriage  with  her 
mother.  Bleeding,  frictions,  &c., 
were  employed,  and  sensation  re- 
stored to  the  afiucted  parts  at  the 
end  of  an  hour.  A  second  attack, 
aflecting  the  right  extremities  only, 
was  experienced  ■e;[t  morning,  and 
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laste  about  the  same  period.  A 
similar  paroiysm  occurred  daily  for 
about  a  week,  when  thoy  ceased, 
and  for  several  weeks  the  child  had 
excellent  health.  At  the  end  o*f  this 
time,  a  recurrence  of  the  paroxysms 
took  place  with  similar  intervals. 
S4ie  continued  to  be  subject  to  the 
disease  in  this  manner  until  ber 
death,  which  happened  at  the  age  of 
«ix  years.  Dyspepsia  and  costive- 
ness  were  present  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  attacks,  induced 
apparently  in  a  considerable  degree 
by,  improper  diet ;  and  a  marked  di- 
minution in  the  severity  of  the  dis- 
ease was  observed  to  follow  an  im- 
provement of  the  digestive  powers. 
After  death  an  examination  was 
4nade,  and  in  the  small  intestines 
^ere  found  four  distinct  intus-suscep- 
lions,  attended  with  considerable 
structural  alteration,  which  seemed 
to  prove  them  not  to  be  of  recent 
origin,  and  rendered  it  likely  that 
they  were  coeval  with  the  commence- 
ment of  the  symptoms  above  men- 
tioned. There  was  no  other  morbid 
alteration  of  any  importance. 


produce  permanent  inflammation  of 
the  lung,  impair  its  function,  and 
produce  dyspnoea.  The  desire  fur 
cool  air,  during  fits  of  asthma,  may 
be  accounted  for,  according  to  Dr. 
C,  by  its  greater  density,  and  conse- 
quently larger  proportion  of  oxygen. 


KMPHTSKMA  OF   THE    LUNGS   A  CAUSE 
OF    ASTHMA. 

Da.  CoATES,  of  the  above  Journal, 
thinks  that  asthma  is  often  produced 
by  the  rupture  of  the  airvessels  of 
the  lungs  during  severe  fits  of  cough- 
ing, and  the  consequent  effusion  of 
air  into  their  substance.  He  ad- 
duces, in  support  of  this  opinion,  the 
examination  of  two  cases  in  which 
asthma  had  occurred  during  life,  both 
of  which  presented  this  phenomenon. 
Such  an  accident,  if  happening  to  a 
considerable  extent,  would  of  course 


NITRATE  OF  8ILTER. 

Mr.  HrooiNBOTTOM  seems  to  be  still 
unwearied  in  finding  out  and  publish- 
ing the  virtues  of  his  favorite  remedy. 
A  second  edition  of  his  treatise  has 
lately  made  its  appearance,  enlarged 
by  the  addition  of  much  new,  useful, 
and  entertaining  matter.  The  cases 
in  which  it  has  been  useful,  though 
they  do  not  comprise  all  the  ills  that 
flesh  is  heir  to,  certainly  constitute  a 
formidable  catalogue.  Phlegmonous 
inflammation  is  subdued,  and  pre- 
vented from  attaining  the  suppurating 
stage ;  the  progress  of  erysipelas  is 
checked  ;  inflammation  of  the  ab- 
sorbents is  arrested  in  its  progress  ; 
punctured  wounds  are  successfully 
treated  ;  and  chronic  ulcers  whicli 
have  resisted  every  mode  of  treat- 
ment, are  cured  by  its  application. 
Mr.  H.  deserves  the  thanks  of  the 
profession  here,  as  well  as  abroad, 
for  his  perseverance  in  investigating 
the  virtues  of  this  remedy ;  and  whe- 
ther, the  sanguine  expectations  he 
seems  to  indulge  of  its  future  useful- 
ness are  to  be  realized,  or  otherwise, 
the  facts  which  he  has  collected  in 
regard  to  it,  will  be  of  permanent 
value  and  importance. 


URETHRAL  STRICTURES. 

Mr.  Stafford,  of  London,  has  pub- 
lished an  account  of  eleven  cases  in 
which  this  affection  was  treated  by 
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lOcisioD.  The  iostniment  employed 
by  Mr.  S.  »  called  the  lanceiied  sti- 
hue,  A  description  of  this  iDStru- 
nient  was  given  in  a  former  work  of 
Mr.  S.,  and  is  quoted  in  the  London 
Med.  and  Pbys.  Journal  for  Septem- 
ber, 1828.     Five  of  the  cases  refer- 


red  to,  were  those  of  impermeable 
stricture;  i.  e.,  which  would  not 
permit  the  passage  of  the  small- 
est boogie.  The  results  are  high- 
ly favorable  to  this  mode  of  prac- 
tice in  similar  desperate  emergen- 
cies. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  AUGUST  11,  1829. 


MESMERISM. 

We  know  not  whether  oar  readers 
will  recognize,  under  this  title,  the 
ouce  celebrated  doctrine  of  animal 
magnetism  ;  nor  should  we  remind 
them  of  its  existing  title,  were  it  not 
that  our  attention  has  just  been 
caught  by  an  elaborate  paper  in  the 
London  Med.  and  Phys.  Journal, 
which  appears  to  be  written  by  a 
zealous  advocate  for  the  truth  of  the 
doctrine.  This  writer  asserts,  that 
to  far  from  having  been  exploded  in 
consequence  of  the  experiments  in- 
stituted to  test  its  truth,  the  results  of 
which  were  by  many  thought  deci- 
sive against  it,  it  has  continued  to 
grow  and  flourish,  while  a  resistless 
weight  of  testimony  has  been  accu- 
mulating in  its  favor.  The  facts 
which  compose  its  early  history  may 
be  briefly  stated.  About  the  year 
1784,  a  gentleman  in  Paris  by  the 
name  of  Mesmer,  pretended  to  have 
discovered  a  universal  remedy  for 
disease  in  a  certain  volatile  fluid 
which  he  termed  animal  magnetism. 
He  considered  this  fluid  as  diffused 
through  all  space  ;  as  capable  of  en- 
tering into  the  substance  of  the 
nerves,  on  which  it  produced  pecu- 
liar eflects  ;  and  as  capable  of  being 
transmitted  from  one  body  to  ano- 
ther, whether  animate  or  inanimate, 


through  an  indefinite  space.  Such, 
in  fact,  vmdre  the  marvellous  eflects 
reported  of  this  new  remedy,  and  so 
general  the  excitement  in  regard  to 
it,  that  a  commission  was  appointed 
by  the  king,  consisting  of  four  physi- 
cians and  five  members  of  the  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences,  of  whom  Dr. 
Franklin  was  one,  to  investigate  the 
whole  matter.  Their  verdict  was, 
as  might  have  been  anlicipated,  that 
the  eflects  produced  were  referriblo 
to  the  influence  of  the  imagination 
alone.  The  individuals  subjected  to 
the  trial  were  aflected  very  diflerent- 
ly,  apparently  according  to  their  va- 
rious nervous  susceptibility.  Some 
were  calm  and  tranquil,  and  felt  no- 
thing; some  experienced  faintness, 
nausea,  rejection  of  food,  and  diar- 
rhoea ;  and  niany  had  convulsions. 
These  eflects,  however,  did  not  fol- 
low unless  the  patient  was  aware,  by 
seeing  the  movements  of  the  opera- 
tor, that  she  (the  subjects  were  ge- 
nerally females)  was  under  treat- 
ment. On  the  other  hand,  many 
were  aflected  in  a  similar  manner  by 
merely  being  made  to  believe  them- 
selves the  subjects  of  experiment,  al- 
though the  motions  supposed  to  be 
necessary  to  produce  the  eflects, 
were  not  performed  by  any  one. 
The  examiners  also  submitted  them- 
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selves  to  be  operated  on,  bat  experi- 
enced DO  effect  whatever.  Many 
other  interesting  particulars  respect* 
ing  these  experiments,  are  related  id 
Dr.  Rees'  Cyclopedia, — article  Ima- 
gination. 

It  might,  perhaps,  be  inferred,  that 
after  trials  so  extensive  and  results 
apparently  so  satisfactory,  the  doc- 
trine of  Mesmerism  must  have  fallen 
into  discredit.  This,  however,  does 
Dot  appear  to  be  the  case  ;  since  at 
the  present  period  we  find  a  strenu- 
ous defender  of  the  cause  in  one  of 
the  contributors  to  a  distinguished 
medical  publication,  who  adduces,  in 
support  of  his  opinion,  the  sanction 
of  highly  respectable  names,  and 
facts  which  we  seem  compelled  to 
hAd  indisputable.  Mr.  Chevenix, 
Jihe  author  of  the  article,  gives  us  a 
Hotter  from  a  medical  friend  in  Ire- 
land, who  cured  a  patient  of  colic 
simply  by  directing  his  attention  to 
the  epigastric  region.  After  this  had 
been  continued  two  or  three  minutes, 
the  man  turned  round  suddenly  and 
vomited  an  immense  quantity  of  ac- 
rid bile.  This  was  followed  by  free 
•evacuations  from  the  bowels,  and  en- 
tire relief.  Tho  same  means  were 
put  in  operation,  three  days  after- 
ward, to  produce  evacuations,  and 
were  equally  successful.  A  third 
trial  of  mesmerism  completed  the 
cure ;  and  the  fortunate  patient,  who 
had  for  years  been  suffering  with 
constipation  and  other  symptoms  of 
dyspepsia,  was  restored  to  perfect 
health. 

The  second  case  was  one  of  con- 
£rmed  consumption,  and  was  cured 
by  using  the  remedy  twice  a  day  for 
about  a  month.     One  dose^  in  parti- 


cular, is  said  to  have  caused  sleep 
and  the  exhibition  of  some  interest-* 
ing  pheDoroena.  Their  nature  is  Dot 
stated. — The  third  was  a  case  of 
chlorosis  cured  io  thirty  days,  but 
followed  by  a  relapse  on  discontinu- 
ing the  treatment. — Theybtir^il  wbb 
a  case  of  worms  in  a  girl  of  twelve. 
The  remedy  was  employed  for  three 
weeks,  during  which  time  she  passed 
great  numbers  of  creeping  things, 
and  grew  better.  The  treatment 
was  then  discontinoed,  but  the  girPs 
health  went  on  improving:,  and  she 
had  no  return  of  the  complaint. 

It  has  been  asserted  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  Mesmerism,  that  it  proved 
most  effectual  with  patients  of  a  uerv- 
ous  temperament.  In  order  to  test 
fully  the  accuracy  of  this  opinioD| 
Mr.  C.  tried  it  on  ten  of  the  residents 
of  on  insane  hospital.  The  conse- 
quence was,  as  had  been  expected, 
that  the  patients  remained  in  statu 
quo  ;  so  that  the  conclusion  was  ine- 
vitable, that  Mesmerism  does  not  pro- 
duce its  effects  through  the  medium 
of  the  nervous  system. 

But,  iudepi-ndently  of  his  own  ex- 
perience and  that  of  his  friends,  Mr. 
Chevenix  finds,  in  the  authority  of 
more  than  one  distinguished  uamoi 
additional  support  of  his  favorite 
doctrine.  That  philosophers  so  emi- 
nent as  Cuvier  and  Laplace,  should 
have  given  their  testimony  in  its  fa- 
vor, is  certainly  a  point  of  no  small 
importance ;  and  as  the  remarks  of 
the  former  are  decidedly  the  most 
favorable,  we  venture  to  give  them 
as  quoted  by  Mr.  C. — "  It  must  be 
confessed  that  in  all  experiments,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  determine  the 
effect  which  tho  nervous  system  of 
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.  one  person  may  have  upon  that  of 
another,  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish 
the  efiects  of  the  imagination  of  the 
person  acted  upon,  from  the  physical 
eflecls  produced  by  the  person  who 
acts.  Yet  the  effects  produced  upon 
persons  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  and 
that  produced  on  animals,  no  longer 
permit  it  to  be  doubted  that  the  prox- 
imity of  animated  bodies,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  produces  an  effect 
wholly  independent  of  the  Imagina- 
tion of  either ;  and  this  owing  to  a 
communication  between  the  nervous 
systems  of  the  parties.'' 

This  is  strong  language,  and  yet 
the  inference  laid  down  seems  to  be 
an  inevitable  one  from  the  facts  al- 
luded to.  Of  the  truth  of  these,  we  do 
not  hold  ourselves  authorized  to  ex- 
press our  disbelief;  but  no  similar 
facts  are  adduced  in  Mr.  C.'s  cases, 
and  therefore  it  seems  not  unjust  to 
presume  that  none  were  known  to 
him  from  personal  observation* 
Should  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  ever 
bethought  worth  a  trial  in  this  coun- 
try, it  will  afford  us  much  satisfaction 
to  record  the  results. 


ANATOMICO-SURGICAL  DRAWINGS. 

Ths  Messrs.  Carvill,  of  New*York, 
have  issued  proposals  for  publishing, 
ID  the  course  of  the  next  year,  a 
translntion  of  a  German  work,  by  L. 
J.  Von  Bierkowsky,  entitled  Anato^ 
micO'Surgical  Drawingt^  and  Dt^ 
scriptions  of  all  the  Surgical  Opera" 
tiom,  according  to  the  most  approved 
Methods,  Tills  work  is  to  contain 
570  lithographic  drawings  on  58 
plates  in  folio  ;  to  which  will  be  an- 
nexed two  volumes,  giving  a  concise 
explanation  of  each  operation.     In 


these  plates  will  be  exhibited  the 
parts  concerned,  in  their  natural  po- 
sition, in  such  unnatural  position  as 
they  may  have  assumed  by  structural 
disease,  and  each  distinct  step  or 
stage  in  the  proper  operation. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Pro  peMis  that 
the  lithography  is  to  be  executed  at 
Berlin,  '^  under  the  special  direction 
of  two  of  the  most  distinguished  pro- 
fessors of  the  University  of  that  city,^^ 

Subscribers  are  promised  the 
first  impressions  of  the  plates, 
and  will  pay  for  the  whole  work 
but  4^30.  The  subscription  list 
will  be  closed  on  the  1st  of  No* 
vembcr,  after  which  the  price  wil^ 
be  raised  to  ^  40. 

The  specimen  of  the  work  which 
accompanies  the  Prospectus,  induces 
us  to  believe  that  it  will  greatly  ad* 
vance  the  science  and  the  art  of  Sur- 
gery among  \js,  and  be  to  the  inex- 
perienced  practitioner  an  aid  such  a» 
he  can  find  in  no  other  book. 


MEDICINE    IN  ITALY. 

At  the  University  of  Pavia,  the  cao^ 
didate  for  a  degree  is  obliged  to  have 
studied  four  years,  and  to  have  at- 
tended lectures  on  every  branch  of 
knowledge  connected  with  medicine  ; 
as  well  as  lectures  on  Surgery,  both 
clinical  and  theoretical.  The  pupils 
in  Surgery  devote  their  time  princi- 
pally to  Anatomy,  Surgery,  and  Mid* 
wifery  ;  but  they  also  ottend  lectures 
on  the  more  immediate  subjects  of 
medicine.  The  examination  for  a 
degree  is  a  public  one.  The  candi- 
date draws  out  of  a  bag,  containing 
the  names  of  the  principal  diseases^ 
those  of  four,  which  he  presents  to 
his  examiners,  who  at  once  question 
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him  on  the  principal  points  in  regard 
to  each  of  them.  Ho  is  then  shut 
up  in  a  room,  where  he  writes  a  the- 
sis on  one  of  those  diseases  solely 
from  his  own  knowledge,  and  without 
any  assistance  from  books.  This 
mode  of  examination  adopted,  is  ex- 
tremely fair  and  liberal,  since  it  gives 
the  examiners  no  opportunity  for 
preparing  themselves  on  particular 
topics,  and  therefore  no  unjust  ad- 
vantage  over  the  pupil. 


NEW  AND  VALUABLB  PRBPARATION. 

A  ''  Concentrated  Compound  De- 
coction of  Sarsaparilla^'  has  been  re- 
cently prepared  by  a  London  che- 
mist, and  is  spoken  of  in  one  of  the 
journals  of  that  city  in  the  following 
terms  of  commendation  :^-*'  This  pre- 
paration we  find,  on  analysis,  to  con- 
tain, in  A  concentrated  state,  all  the 
medicinal  virtues  of  the  articles  which 
enter  the  compound  decoction  in 
great  perfection.  It  is  so  far  con- 
centrated by  steam,  (being  entirely 
free  from  empyreuma,)  that  one  ta» 
blespoonfulf  added  to  a  pint  of  pure 
water ^  readily  forms  a  pint  of  the 
compound  decoction;  and  in  justice 
to  the  preparers,  we  must  say,  ap- 
pears to  be  more  impregnated  with 
the  virtues  of  the  ingredients,  than 
the  decoction  made  in  the  usual  way. 
A  large  teaspoonful  of  this  concen- 
trated decoction,  which  may  be  taken 
in  a  wineglass  of  water,  is  equal  to  a 
quarter  of  a  pint  of  the  compound 
decoction.  One  very  important  ad- 
vantage of  this  is  that  a  dose,  equal 
to  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  the  com- 
pound decoction  of  the  London 
Pharmacopoeia,  may  be  taken  in  a 
small  wineglass  of  water,  so  as  not 
to  oppress  or  relax  the  stomach  by 
quantity.  Another  advantage  is, 
that  in  its  concentrated  state,  it  will 
keep  good  for  many  years." 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Wight,  apothecary 
in  Milk  Street,  has,  at  our  request, 
procured  a  quantity  of  this  prepara- 


tion from  the  inventor,  which  be  sub- 
mits to  the  prescription  of  the  faculty. 

Quinine  and  Digitalis — A  medical 
gentleman  of  Cologne  recommended, 
some  years  ago,  the  combination  of 
these  remedies  in  consumption.  The 
success  of  the  practice  has  satisfied 
him  of  its  correctness.  One  patient, 
a  scrofulous  girl,  affected  with  tuber- 
cular phthisis,  was  restored  by  it  to 
perfect  health.  The  mode  of  admi- 
nistering these  remedies  was  as  fol- 
lows ;— 

R.  Salpb.  Quinin.  gr.  iij. 

Pulv.  Dig^ttalis  Purp.  gr.  1-3, 
^^     Fenicul.  gr.  viij.    M. 

This  dose  was  given  foar  times  a  day. 


Camphor  in  Puerperal  Mania. — 
This  gum  has  recently  been  found 
serviceable  in  this  alarming  and  ob- 
stinate aflection.  Professor  Berndc 
has  reported  several  cases  in  which 
it  subdued  the  disease  after  other 
courses  nf  treatment  had  proved  un- 
availing. This  does  not  appear  to 
be  one  of  the  on  dits  or  idle  conjec- 
tures of  the  day.  The  Professor's 
authority  is  good,  and  be  speaks 
from  his  own  personal  experience. 
He  gave  from  one  to  four  grains  eve- 
ry hour,  or  less  frequently  in  some 
cases,  and  sometimes  used  injections 
of  the  same  medicine  in  doses  of  ten 
grains. 


The  Simple  Aromatic  Waters,-^ 
Mr.  fiuswell,  a  respectable  chemist 
of  March,  recommends  apothecaries 
to  make  simple  peppermint  water, 
and  the  other  simple  aromatic  waters, 
by  rubbing  the  essential  oil  with  a 
little  calcined  magnesia  in  a  marble 
mortar;  and,  when  well  mixed,  to 
add  by  degrees,  (continuing  the  tri- 
turation,) the  pure  water.  So  much 
calcined  magnesia  should  bo  used 
that  it  may  appear  to  be  a  dry  pow- 
der after  it  is  well  mixed  with  the 
oil.  The  water,  when  filtered,  » 
perfectly  clear,  and  the  oil  is  not  se« 
parated  so  as  to  adhere  to  the  bottle 
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like  that  of  distilled  water.  This 
method  of  impregnating  water  with 
an  essential  nil^  is  certainly  superior 
to  that  employed  by  apothecaries  in 
general,  vis.,  with  sugar  and  spirit ; 
and  the  waters  are  more  pleasant  to 
the  paLite  than  the  distilled  waters, 
which  are  generally  stale,  and  more 
or  less  possess  an  unpleasant  empy- 
reumatic  flavor. —  Gaz,  Health, 


Remarkable  DiterifninaHon. — It 
is  stated  in  the  New-York  papers, 
that  theYollowing  decrees  have  been 
<<  solemnly  adjudged  by  their  Board 
of  Health :— " 

1.  It  is  determined  that  sugar  in 
casks^  coming  from  Havana,  New 
Orleans,  &c.,  in  a  healthy  vessel, 
Deed  not  be  removed  to  some  place 
out  of  the  city,  nor  .undergo  the  pro- 
cess of  purification,  bin  that  sugar  in 
boxeSf  coming  from  such  ports,  though 
in  a  healthy  vessel,  must  undergo 
ventilation  and  cleansing. 

2.  It  is  determined  that  sugar, 
both  in  casks  and  boxes,  coming 
from  such  ports,  in  a  vessel  in  which 
any  death  has  occurred  on  the 
voyage,  can  not  be  landed  in  the  city, 
but  must  be  taken  somewhere  else, 
aud  be  ventilated  and  cleansed. 

3.  It  is  decided  that  iron,  lead, 
and  above  all,  tobacco,  coming  from 
such  ports  in  vessels  in  which  deaths 
have  occurred  during  the  voyage, 
must  be  veotihted  and  cleansed. 

4.  A  merchant  applied  to  the 
Board  for  permission  to  bring  twenty 
puncheons  uf  mm  into  the  city  from 
Brooklyn,  which  was  imported  from 
New  Orleans  in  a  vessel  in  which 
several  persons  died  on  the  voyage ; 
but  it  was  decided  that  it  should  not 
be  brought  over. 

5.  It  is  said  that  smoked  hams  and 
tongues,  imported  in  the  same  ves- 
sel, are  under  the  same  sentence 
uf  condemnation. 


Three  Causei  of  Disease.-^X 
writer  in  a  contemporary  advises  his 
fellow-beings,  if  they  wish  to  avoid 
confirmed  stomachic  disease,  to  shun 
three  things,  viz.,  '^  friends'  prescrip- 
tions,'^ '<  medical  books,"  and  '^news- 
paper nostrums.''  Of  these  weshiHrM 
judge  the  former  to  be  productive  of 
the  most  harm  among  maokiod  io 
general. 

Close  Reasoning. — A  Phrenolo- 
gist, who  was  as  tenacious  of  his  pence 
as  of  his  doctrines,  wrote  a  defence 
of  his  favorite  science,  and  sent  it  to 
the  Edinburgh  Reviewer,  in  the  hope 
of  making  a  convert  of  him.  The 
essay  was  written  so  extremely  iiiie^ 
ID  order  to  save  paper,  that  tlie  re« 
viewer  could  not  read  it ;  he  accord- 
ing sent  it  back  to  the  author  with 
this  note  : ''  Sir,  if  you/eason  as  close- 
ly as  yoQ  writOi  you  are  invincible.^ 

New  Medical  Books. — Dr.  Ken- 
nedy, of  London,  has  in  forward  pre- 
paration for  the  press,  a  work  which 
will  form  3  vols.  8vo.,  entitled,  "  A 
History  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
Biographical  and  Philosophical ;  con- 
tainins:  an  Account  of  the  Persons 
and  Writings  that  have  conduced  to 
the  Improvement  of  Physic,  from  its 
Origin  in  Britain  to  the  end  of  the 
18lh  Century." 

Dr.  Hawkins,  of  Exeter  College, 
Oxford,  En^.,  has  just  published  a 
work  of  234  pages  8vu.,  entitled 
•<  Elements  of  Medical  Statistics." 

Thos.  Stone,  Esq.,  President  of 
the  Royal  Medical  S(»ciety  of  Edin- 
burgh, has  issued  an  Anti-Phrenolo- 
gical History  of  the  developement 
of  Burke,  Hare,  and  other  atrocious 
murderers. 


Sm  Humphrey  Davy  died  at  Ge- 
neva, of  a  palsy,  on  the  29th  of  May 
last,  in  the  5 1st  year  of  bis  age. 


ftCPORT   OF   DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 
The  weak  endinf  Jaly  81,  at  noon. 

Of  colio,  1— contnmptioo,  5— cholera  inAn- 
tnm,  l^conTuluona,  l^ohiUbed,  1-^elirium 
tremens,  1 — drown,  1— inflammation  in  the 
boweU,  1 — infantile,  2— measles,  ^—mortifi- 
cation,  1 — old  age,  1— peripneumonia,  1 — un- 
known, S.  Males,  18— females,  9.  StiUborn, 
1.    Total,  28. 
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BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Coarse  of  LECTURES 
win  commence  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
weeks. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  P)iysic  by  H.  H. 

Ckilds,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Physiolog^y,  J.  D.  Wxlls, 

M.D. 
Medical  Jurisprudence,  S,  W.  Williams, 

M.D. 
Theoretical   and  Operative  Sur^^^ery,  S. 
White,  M.D.  and  S.  P.  White,  M.U. 
Materia   Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Obste- 
trics, C.  B.  COVBWTRY,  M.D. 
Chemistry,  Botany,  MineralooT'  and  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  C.  Dewy,  M.D. 
Matriculation  ticket,  $  3.    Fee  for  Lec- 
tures, 1 40.    Library  ticket,  $  1.   Gradu- 
-atlon,  $  15,50.     Board,  including  wash- 
ingf,  lod^iniB;  and  room,  )  1,75  a  week. 
PUttfitld^  July  2i,  1829.     aug4tsep(30 

MEMOIRS  OF  DR.  GOOD. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,  Memoirs  of  the 
Life,  Writing^s,  and  Character,  Literary, 
Professional,  and  Relij^ious,  of  the  late 
John  MasoitGogd,  M.D.  F.R.S.  F.R.S.L. 
Mem.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  and  F.L.S.  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, &c.  &c.  &c.  By  Olihtrub 
'  Greoort,  LL.D.  Aug.  11. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE 

HAVE  just  received  LIZAR'S  ANA- 
TOMICAL PLATES,  in   12  Nos., 
cold  and  letter  press. 

Barton^s  North  American  Flora,  3  vols. 

do.       Medical  Botany,  2  vols. 
Bonaparte^s  Ornithology,  3  vols. 
A  System  of  Human  Anatomy  ;  trans- 
lated from  the  4th  Edition  of  the  French 
of  H.  Cloquet,  M.D.    By  Robert  Kaoz, 
M.D.  F.R.8.E. 

CARTER  & HENDEE, 

Comer  of  Washington  and  School  SlreeU^ 

HAVE  recently  published  and  for  sale, 
LECTURfcS  ON  ANATOMY, 
SURGERY  AND  PATHOLOGY,  includ- 
ing* Obsen'ations  on  the  Nature  and  Treat- 
ment of  Local  Diseases^^elivered  at  St. 


Bartholomew's  Hospital,  by  Johv  Abxa^ 
HETHT,  F.R.S. 

AOVERTISl^MENT. 

The  estimation  in  which  the  opinions 
of  the  celebrated  teacher  in  the  School  of 
St.  Bartholomew's  is  held,  must  render 
the  present  volumes  invaluable  to  the 
student,  while  it  will  equally  serve  at  a 
work  of  reference  to  the  elder  branches  of 
the  profession,  containing,  as  it  does,  the 
views  and  opinions  of  one  whose  life  has 
been  spent  in'instroction,  and  whose  tal- 
ents and  acquirements  are  no  less  admired 
than  respected. 

Nor  is  the  value  of  the  volume  confined 
either  to  the  medical  tyro  or  the  more  ei- 
perienced  practitioner.  The  popular 
reader,  from  the  plain,  lucid  and  colloqui- 
al style  of  the  Lectures,  will  derive  both 
pleasure  and  instruction  from  the  perusal, 
while  the  general  contents  yield  a  body 
'  of  information  not  to  be  met  with  in  works 
of  this  description,  and  which  will  render 
it  in  families  a  book  of  ikmiliar  consulta- 
tion and  reference.  July  28. 

TURNKEYS  Chemistry,— NEW 

EDITION. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  C  AR- 
TER  «  HENDEE,— Elements  of 
Chemistry,  including  recent  Discoveries 
and  Doctrines  of  the  Science.  By  Ei>- 
WARD  Turner,  M.D.  F,R.S.£.  Second 
American  Edition. 

COTTONS  &  BARN  ARD  have  for  tale, 
^^  An  Inquiry  concerning  that  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  vital  functions  usually 
denominated  Constitutional  Irritation. 
*By  Benjamin  Travers,  F.R.S.,  senior  Sur- 
geon to  St.  Thomases  Hospital,  President 
of  the  Hunterian  Society  of  London,  Slc,^ 

NEW  LONDON  WORK. 

JUST  received,  by  CARTER  &  HEN- 
DEE, comer  of  Washington  and 
School  streets,  A  Chemical  Catechum; 
in  which  the  Elements  of  Chemistry,  with 
the  recent  discoveries  in  the  Science,  are 
clearly  and  fully  explained.  Illustrated 
by  Notes,  Engravings  and  Tables,  and 
containing  an  Appendix  of  select  Experi- 
ments, &c.  By  Thomas  Graham,  M.D. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sui^gcons 
in  London,  &c.  &c. 

C.  &  H.  have  also  just  received.  Ele- 
ments of  Chemistry.  By  Andrew  Ftfe, 
M.D.  F.R.S.E. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  eorner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  comrounic^tions  mast  be  addressed,  poslpaitf. ^Price  three  dollars  per  annam,  if 
paid  in  adrance,  thrive  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  doUan  if 
not  paid  within  the  ye&r.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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ConuDQDicated  for  the  Bocton  Medical  «a4 
Surgical  Journal. 

Case  of  extensive  Disease  of  the 
Brainy  unaccompanied  by  the 
usual  Diagnostic  Symptoms. 

By  David  Palmer,  M^D. 

In  Janaarj  and  February  last,  a 
feiv  cases  of  ^^  Canker  Rash," 
(Rosalia  Paristhmitica  of  Good,) 
occurred  in  this  vicinity.  They 
were  usually  mild,  and  readily 
yielded  to  a  mild  treatment.  The 
case  which  I  am  about  to  relate, 
was  however  an  exception  to  this 
general  character  of  the  disease. 
A  daughter  of  Mr.  Ball,  s^ed  six 
years,  was  attacked  with  the  symp* 
toms  of  the  disease  on  the  25th  of 
December  ;  and  on  my  visiting  her 
on  the  28th,  the  surface  was  nearly 
covered  with  the  scarlet  eruption ; 
the  fauces  red  and  swollen,  with 
considerable  difficulty  of  degluti* 
tion ;  and  a  degree  of  heat  and 
hardness  of  pulse,  that  indicated 
active  inflammation. 

Eight  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken,  and  a  cathartic  dose  of  ca* 
lomel,  to  be  followed  with  castor 
ml,  was  ordered. 

29th. — The  purgative  had  pro* 
duced  but  little  effect,  and  the  in- 
flammatory symptoms  undiminish- 
ed. Six  ounces  of  blood  taken, 
and  the  purgatives  continued  with 
the  aid  of  injections. 

%th. — Symptoms  and  treatment 

27 


nearly  the  same  as  yesterday.  No 
evacuations  from  the  bowels. 

31  st. — Symptoms  as  before.  At 
the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Sweatt,  who 
had  been  called  to  advise,  ^ve 
Croton  Oil  three  drops,  in  divided 
doses.  Calomel,  enemata,  &c.}  as 
before. 

Jan.  1st.— No  perceptible  alter- 
ation.    Contin.  med. 

2d,  Sd,  and  4th. — Evacuations 
from  the  bowels  on  each  of  these 
days,  with  the  expulsion  of  about 
one  hundred  worms  (lumbrici). 

6th. — Patient  nearly  free  from 

tain,  and  apparently  convalescent ; 
ut  it  was  now  discovered  for  the 
first  time  that  she  was  totally  deaf. 
For  a  week  succeeding  this  date, 
my  patient  continued  to  improve  in 
every  respect,  except  the  sense  of 
hearing,  which  was  totally  lost. 
All  her  other  senses  were  perfect ; 
her  mind  cheerful ;  pulse  natural, 
with  some  appetite  and  a  regular 
state  of  the  bowels.  Medical 
treatment  suspended,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  occasional  blisters  to  the. 
neck  and  arms. 

14th.— At  tacked  with  vomiting 
and  pain  in  the  head,  returning  in 
paroxysms  twice  or  thrice  in  twen- 
ty-four hours.  Various  remedial 
agents  were  now  employed,  such 
as  leeches,  blisters,  mercurials, 
the  warm  bath,  &c. ;  but  as  they 
were  productive  of  no  permanently 
beneficial  effect,  it  it  not  necessary 
to  detail  the  treatment  more  n^i- 
nutely.     About  the  20th  of  the 
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month,  she  was  affected  with  a 
contraction  of  the  muscles  oP  the 
back  and  neck,  and  the  head  was 
dr^wn  backward.  The  pain  in 
the  head  and  occasional  vomiting 
continued,  with  increasing  prostra- 
tion of  strength,  natil  the  1st  of 
February,  when  she  died. 

Post-mortem  Examination^  ten  hotirt 
after  Death. 

In  the  head,  a  stratum  of  puru- 
lent matter  nearly  covered  the  pia 
mater,  and  in  some  places  its  struc- 
ture was  destroyed  by  ulceration. 
Suppuration  had  also  occurred  in 
almost  every  part  of  the  substance 
of  the  brain,  but  chiefly  in  its  base. 
The  origin  of  the  auditory  nerves 
was  surrounded  with  purulent  mat- 
ter, though  not  to  a  greater  degree 
than  that  of  most  of  the  other  nerves 
which  arise  within  the  skull.  The 
lateral  ventricles  were  distended 
with  serum,  and  it  was  judged  by 
the  medical  gentlemen  who  assisted 
in  the  examination,  that  one-third 
of  the  contents  of  the  skull  consist- 
ed of  pus  and  serum.  The  coo- 
tents  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen 
were  not  examined,  as  there  was 
no  reason  to  suspect  a  lesion  of  any 
of  their  organs. 

What  renders  this  case  impor- 
tant, in  my  view,  is  the  fact  that 
such  extensive  destruction  of  the 
brain  should  occur,  with  so  few  of 
the  symptoms  supposed  to  be  diag- 
nostic of  severe  cerebral  affection. 

Thetford,  Vt.^July  30<A,  1829. 

II. 

OUTTA   SERENA. 

Jfotes  of  a  Caae  of  Gvtta  Serena 
of  the  right  Eyejrom  the  Preesure 
of  a  Tumor  on  the  Optic  JVerre. 

By  Jedediab  Cobb,  M.D.,  Prof,  of 
Anatomy  in  ihe  Med.  Col  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  H ,  from  Baltimore,  con- 
sulted me  for  an  affection  of  his 


right  eye.  He  stated  that,  being 
on  a  fishing  excursion  up  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, 1835,  he  was  suddenly  seiz- 
ed, whilst  exposed  to  the  rays  of 
a  hot  sun,  with  an  acute  pain  in 
the  bottom  of  the  orbit  of  the 
right  eye,  shooting  far  back  into 
the  head.  The  pain  continued, 
without  abatement,  until  he  ob- 
tained medical  aid  on  his  return  to 
Baltimore.  The  plan  of  treat- 
ment, as  near  as  I  could  ascertain, 
was  strictly  antiphlogistic.  As 
the  pain  decreased,  the  sight  of 
the  affected  eye  gradually  dimi- 
nished, until  it  was  completely 
lost.  When  I  saw  him  in  this 
place  two  years  afterwards,  the 
eye  presented  the  appearance  of 
a  well  marked  case  of  gutta  se- 
rena ;  the  pupil  was  greatly  dilat- 
ed and  irregular  in  shape ;  the 
iris,  when  exposed  to  the  strong- 
est light,  did  not  contract.  The 
general  aspect  of  the  eye  was  pe- 
culiar, and  its  natural  lustre  and 
intelligence  lost.  I  told  him  I 
could  do  nothing  with  any  prospect 
of  success  for  the,  restoration  of 
his  sight,  and  I  believe  nothing 
was  done.  About  three  weeks 
after  consulting  me,  he  was  vio- 
lently attacked  with  arachnitis,  of 
which  he  eventually  died,  when 
leave  was  obtained  to  examine 
the  body. 

Morbid  Appearances, 

On  opening  the  cranium,  the 
arachnoid  "membrane  exhibited 
traces  of  extensive  inflammation, 
being  covered  with  coagulable 
lymph  and  serum  over  its  whole 
extent.  The  ventricles  were 
much  distended  with  serum. 
Whilst  removing  successive  por- 
tions of  the  cerebrum,  the  scalpel 
at  length  struck  against  a  hard 
substance,  which,  on  careful  exa- 
mination, was  found  to  be  a  tumor 
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somethiDg  larger  than  a  nutmeg, 
and  of  a  spheroidal  shape.  It  lay 
directly  in  the  course  of  the  optic 
nerve  of  the  right  side,  posterior 
to  its  junction  with  its  felloiv. 
The  nerve  was  completely  oblite- 
ratjod  by  its  pressure.  The  tumor 
was  composed  of  calcareous  mat- 
ter enclosed  in  a  cyst  resembling 
the  coats  of  the  arteries.  The 
cyst  was  attached  to  the  carotid 
artery,  and  probably  resulted  from 
a  diseased  action  in  its  integuments. 

Remarks^ 
From  the  above  dissection  we 
learn  the  cause  of  the  blindness, 
and  how  utterly  ineffectual  all 
remedial  agents  must  prove  in 
certain  cases  of  gutta  serena. 
We  may  likewise  draw  the  im« 
portant  physiological  conclusion, 
that  the  fibres  of  the  optic  nerves 
do  not  decussate  each  other,  as 
is  thought  by  many  anatomists.^ 
West.  Jour,  of  Med.  ^  Phys.  Sci. 


III. 

COLLEGE  OF   rHYSICIANS. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  London 
College  of  Physicians,  we  find  a  re- 
markable, or  rather  curious,  prouf 
of  the  medical  profession  of  the  ce- 
lebrated John  Locke,  Gent.  Also, 
some  acute  observations,  by  Sir  Henry 
Halford,  on  Shakspeare's  fTest  of 
Insanity.  Both  these  we  offer  for 
the  instruction  and  entertainment  of 
our  readers. 

Cau  of  Tic  Douloureux^  by  the 

eekbrated  Locke. 
A  LiT^RART  curiosity  of  great  in- 
terest was  laid  before  the  Meet- 
ing :  a  case  detailed  by  the  cele- 
brated Locke.  This  curious  do- 
caodent  was  obtained  by  Dr.  C. 
M«  Clarke,  from  Lord  King,  and 


presented  to  the  College.  The 
original  MS.  was  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  consisted  of  a  French 
Almanack,  bound  up  with  a  num- 
ber of  leaves  which  had  been  ori- 
ginally blank,  but  which  were 
filled  with  various  notes  and  me- 
moranda in  the  hand-writing  of 
Locke,  and  among  others  the  case 
in  question. 

It  has  often  been  doubted  whe- 
ther Locke  ever  practised  as  a 
physician,  but  the  question  is  now 
set  at  rest.  In  Lord  Orenville's 
pamphlet,  entitled  ^*  Oxford  and 
Locke,"  he  remarks  that  /^  in 
the  printed  life  of  Locke,  com- 
monly prefixed  to  his  works,  we 
are  told  that  he  applied  himself, 
at  the  University^  with  great  dili- 
gence, to  the  study  of  medicine, 
^  not  with  any  design  of  practising 
as  a  physician,  but  principally  for 
the  benefit  of  bis  own  constitution, 
which  was  weak.' ''  His  lordship 
goes  on  to  observe  that  no  such 
motive  is  ascribed  to  Locke  by 
Le  Clerc,  from  whom  our  know- 
ledge of  his  private  history  if 
principally  derived  ;  nor,  indeed, 
IS  the  supposition  at  all  probable. 
Le  Clerc,  however,  asserts  ^^  that 
Locke  never  practised  physic  for 
profit,  though  he  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  the  ablest  physicians 
of  his  time.''  In  proof  of  this, 
we  need  only  quote  the  following 
passage  from  Sydenham: — '*Nos- 
ti  preterea  quam  buic  me»  me- 
thodo  suffragantem  habeam,  qui 
eam  intimius  per  omnia  perspexe- 
rat  utrique  nostrum  conjunctissi- 
mum,  Dominum  Joannem  Locke  ; 

3U0  quidem  viro,  sive  ingenio  ju« 
icioque  acri  et  subacto,8tve  eti- 
aor  antiquis,  hoc  est,  optiojis  mo* 
ribus,  vix  superiorem  quemquam, 
inter  eos  qui  nunc  sunt  homines, 
repertum  iri  confide,  paucissimoa 
cert^  pares." 
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Lord  GreoMille  says  that  tho 
assertion  that  Locke  bad  never 
^ctaally  practised,  is  ^'  unques* 
tionabty  erroneous  ;"  and  the  case 
which  we  subjoin,  proi^es  the  cor* 
rectness  of  his  opinion. 

Locke  was  called  to  see  the 
Countess  of  Northnmberland,  who 
was  the  ambassadress  at  Paris, 
Dec.  2d,  1677.  The  case  was 
evidently  one  of  tic  douloureux. 
It  is  entitled  ConvulHo,  and  the 
symptoms  are  thus  described  :— 
Acute  pain  over  the  right  cheek 
up  to  her  ear.  In  the  intervals, 
pain  in  her  te^th.  She  was«warn« 
ed  of  the  approach  of  the  fits  by 
a  throbbing  she  felt  in  the  lower 
jaw,  where  she  had  had  a  tooth 
drawn  the  previous  summer.  The 
fits  had  been  preceded  by  three 
or  four  days  of  ordinary  tooth- 
ach.  There  was  no  swelling  or 
inflammation;  nio  flux  of  rheum; 
DO  external  swelling ;  no  indica- 
tion for  bleeding  ;  besides  which, 
that  remedy  had  been  tried  some 
months  before,  without  efiect. . 

'<  It  being  nigBt,"  says  Locke, 
^^  I  thought  at  present  there  waa 
nothing  to  be  done  bi)t  to  give  her 
ladyship  present  ease  by  some  to- 
pical application."  He  thought 
first  of  a  blister,  but  paused  till 
he  had  made  some  more  general 
evacuation.  He  therefore  order- 
ed an  opiate  em.brocation  to  the 
gums,  which  gave  her  much  re- 
lief. On  the  following  day,  (for 
the  case  is  related  in  the  form  of 
a  journal,)  he  again  deliberated 
about  the  propriety  of  the  exhibi- 
tion of  an  aperient,  but  the  ex- 
treme cold  weather  made  him 
conclude  in  the  following  manner: 
— '^  I  apprehend  that  a  purge, 
which  I  thought  very  necessary, 
would  be  dangerous  in  such  a  sea- 
^n,  bepause,  if  weak,  it  might 
cause  disorder  with  very  little  or 


no  evacuation  ;  if  strong,  in  so  de- 
licate a  constitution  I  could  not 
tell  how  to  venture  ;  besides  that, 
I  feared  she  might  take  cold  in 
the  working,  which  might  increase 
the  mischief." 

The  result  of  his  prudent  cau- 
tion was,  that  be  prescribed  a 
drop  of  SBthereum  terebinthinaa 
on  a  little  lint,  which  she  applied 
to  the  gap  whence  the  tooth  had 
been  extracted,  but  it  did  not  al- 
lay the  pain,  and  he  then  ventured 
upon  the  purge,  and  gave  a  mer- 
curial one,  which  ^^  wrought  very 
well  seven  or  eight  times." 

After  the  operation  of  this  me- 
dicine, be  prescribed  an  opiate 
draught,  and  during  the  following 
night  she  enjoyed  some  sleep. 
With  occasional  exacerbations, 
the  fits  upon  the  whole  began 
gradually  to  abate  in  severity. 
He  describes  most  accurately 
what  we  all  know  to  be  the  truth 
in  this  cruel  disease  ;  how  various 
slight  causes  bring  on  theparoxy  sm 
of  pain  ;  how  touching  any  part  of 
the  aff*ected  side  of  the  body, 
(even  the  foot  of  that  side,)  talk- 
ing, or  opening  her  mouth  to  eat, 
brought  on  the  twitches  of  pain. 
He  reasons  upon  this  strange 
nervous  affection  very  sensibly, 
considers  what  the  original  mis- 
chief was,  and  how  far  the  extrac- 
tion of  the  tooth  had  to  do  with 
the  increase  of  the  malady,  and 
concludes  that  the  root  of  the 
mischief  lies  in  some  harm  done 
to  the  nerve  connected  with  the 
tooth.  The  tooth  itself,  when  it 
was  drawn,  was  found  to  be  a 
sound  one,  and  its  extraction  so 
far  from  a  remedy,  that  it  in- 
creased the  violence  and  frequency 
of  the  fits.  Locke  continued  in  at- 
tendance till  Dec.  ]6tb,  a  space  of 
a  fortnight,  when  he  pronounced  the 
lady  ambassadress  ^^ quite  well." 
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On  Monday,  Dec.  eoth,  he 
writes  in  his  MS  :— 

^^  Metnorandum  :  that  iaf  lady 
ambassadrice'i  gums  itched  vehe- 
meatly  after  the  pain  was  gone, 
and  did  so  for  several  days  after  ; 
and  used  to  do  so  for  several  years 
before  any  tooth  was  drawn." 

Observaiians  on  InsanUy.    By  Sir 
H«  Halford. 

After  the  above  had  been  read. 
Sir  Henry  Halford  stated  that,  in 
consequence  of  having  understood 
that  there  was  no  paper  for  the 
present  evening,  (for  Lockers 
case  had  only  just  been  received,) 
he  had  hastily  thrown  together 
some  observations  on  insanity.  As 
there  was  sufficient  time  left,  he 
w6u)d  read  them  to  the  Meeting. 

Sir  Henry  Halford  observed 
that  in  the  closet  scene  in  Hamlet 
the  following  words  occur : — 


•  Extasy! 


Mj  palte,  at  yottfi,  doth  temperately  keep 

time, 
And  make  aa  heallkfal  music ;  ^tii  not 

madness 
That  I  have  uttered ;  bring  me  to  the  test. 
And  1  the  matter  will  reword, — which 

madness 
Would  gambol  from.^' 

The  circumstance  to  which  the 
learned  President  particularly  al- 
luded, was  the  expression  ^'  I  the 
natter  will  reisora ;"  and  he  pro- 
ceeded to  relate  the  following 
case,  in  illustration  of  the  justness 
of  Shakspeare's  «Uest."  He 
was  called,  last  January,  to  a  gen- 
tleman then  in  a  state  of  mental 
derangement.  A  short  time  pre- 
vious to  his  illness,  he  had  sent 
for  his  solicitor,  and  given  direc- 
tions about  his  will.  He  stated 
hta  intention  of  adding  500^  a 
year  to  his  mother's  jointure,  and 
of  leaving  various  legacies  ;  add- 
ing that  biS'  friend,  the  solicitor, 
was  to  be  residuary  legatee.  The 


solicitor^  in  the  most  honoriible 
manner,  told  him  that  he  could 
n6t  consent  to  the  last  pdrt  df  the 
arrangement,  unless  at  the  end  of 
six  months  he  continued  of  the 
same  mind  upon  the  subject.     In 
the  interval,   he    was    attacked 
with    mental     excitement,     for 
which  he  was  attended  by  Sir 
Henry  Halford  and  Sir  O.  Tut- 
hill.     One  day,  on  asking  him  how 
he  did,  he  appeared  calm  and  col- 
lected, and  answered  that  he  was 
very  ill,  and  only  anxious  to  settle 
his    affairs  and  make    his   will. 
Next  day  he  repeated  the  same 
expressions,  in  a  tone  and  manner 
which  induced  his  attendants  to 
comply  with  his  request,  and  the 
solicitor  was  sent  for,  who  brought 
with  him  a  will  drawn  up  accord- 
ing to  the  instructions  he  had  for- 
merly received.     This  was  read 
over  to  the  gentleman,  and  being 
asked,  after  each  clause,  if  such 
was  his  meaning,  he  distinctly  re* 
plied — ^yes,  yes.     The  will  was 
then  executed,  being  witnessed 
by  his  physicians.     On  going  down 
stairs,  Sir  Henry  observed  upon 
the  unpleasant  circumstance  of 
the  medical  attendants  becoming 
involved  in  a  deed  which  was  like- 
ly to  bepome  the  subject  of  litiga- 
tion, and  proposed  that  they  should 
return  to  him  and  apply  Hamlet's 
test,  by  ascertaining  whether  he 
could  "  reword"  his  will.    With 
regard  to  several  of  the  clauses 
this  was  the  cas6  ;  but  he  stated 
that  he  had  left  one  individual  ten 
thousand  pounds,  whereas  he  had 
only  left  him  fiv^  thousand ;  and 
on  being  asked  to  whom  the  resi- 
due of  his  fortune  was  to  go,  he 
answered,  >^  To  the  heir  at  law, 
to  be  sure  !''    Being  asked  who 
was  the  heir  at.  law,  he  replied 
that  he  did  not  know.     Thus,  said 
Sir  Henry,  he  coold  not  <*  reword" 
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his    neaniog,    bat   *^  gamboled" 
from  the  matter. 

The  aatbor  then  adverted  to 
the  fidelitj  of  the  pictures  drawn 
bj  Shakspeare,  so  justly  charac- 
terized by  Johoson  as  the  poet  of 
nature.  He  also  alluded  to  the 
writings  of  the  ancient  poets,  as 
containing  many  descriptions  which 
might  be  recognized  by  an  atten- 
tive observer.  He  had  himself 
seen  two  of  the  cases  mentioned 
by  Horace,  illustrated  to  the  very 
life.  One,  a  man  of  high  rank, 
supposed  himself  present  at  a 
theatrical  entertainment,  and  Sir 
Henry  had  heard  him  urging  Gar* 
rick  to  exert  himself  in  the  part 
of  Hamlet,  which  he  supposed 
him  then  to  be  acting.  The  oth- 
er case  was  that  of  a  gentleman 
of  large  fortune,  who  possessed 
himself  of  everything  he  could 
get,  but  parted  with  nothing.  He 
was  brought  to  the  Court  of 
King'i  Bench,  having  refused  to 

Eay  for  a  picture  which  he  had 
ought,  and  which  was  valued  at 
£  1500.  Sir  Henry  told  the  jury, 
that  if  they  would  go  to  the  gen- 
tleman's house  in  Portland  Place, 
they  would  find  f  50,000  worth 
of  property  ;  among  the  rest  this 
very  picture,  with  baby -houses 
and  baubles  strewed  over  his 
dining-room. 

The  paper  was  listened  to  with 
great  interest,  and  this  was  in- 
creased by  the  very  animated 
manner  in  which  it  was  read  by 
the  learned  President. 


IV. 

Mtthod  of  tr$aHng  Fradure  of  the 

Thigh  Bone. 

By  William  C.  Danibll,  M.D.y  of 
Savannah,  Georgia* 

III  the  summer  of  1819,  I  was 
called  into  the  country  to  see  a 


child  of  Mr.  Harboch's,  aboet 
seven  months  old,  whose  left  thigh 
had  bepn  obliquely  fractured  near 
the  middle  of  the  bone,  by  the 
nurse  falling  with  him  in  her  arms. 
I  applied  the  many-tailed  bandage 
with  four  thin  splints  about  three 
inches  long,  to  confine,  as  well  as 
I  could,  the  broken  ends  of  the 
bone  in  apposition. 

Upon  visiting  the  child  the  fol* 
lowing  day,  I  found  the  fractured 
limb  about  the  third  of  an  inch 
shorter  than  the  other,  from  the 
lappmg  of  the  ends  of  the  broken 
bone.  The  patient  being  fever- 
ish, a  laxative  was  directed.  The 
dressings  were  renewed  from  time 
to  time  for  about  a  week,  when 
the  feverish  symptoms  had  sub- 
sided, and  the  child  become  ia 
some  measure  reconciled  to  his 
confinement. 

The  shortening  of  the  limb  still 
continuing,  rendered  it  necessary 
to  adopt  some  means  to  counter- 
act the  contraction  of  the  mus- 
cles, and  retain  the  ends  of  the 
broken  bone  in  apposition.  The 
heat  of  the  season,  as  well  as  the 
age  of  the  patient,  rendering  the 
use  of  the  ordinary  splint  (Phy- 
sick's  improved  Desault)  and 
bandages  objectionable,  I  adopted 
the  following  mode  of  treatment: 
— I  passed  a  roller  of  moslia 
around  the  chest  of  the  child  se- 
veral times,  to  which  I  attached 
a  bandage  on  each  side,  and  ex- 
tended them  above  the  head,  and 
fastened  them  to  the  head-board 
of  the  bed.  This  was  done  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  the  pa- 
tient from  being  drawn  down  to 
the  foot  of  the  bed  by  the  extend- 
ing power.  I  then  passed  a  small 
silk  handkerchief  around  the  ankle 
and  foot  of  the  fractured  limb, 
and  tied  the  ends  together  at  the 
sole  of  the  foot.     To  these  united 
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ends  of  the  handkerchief  I  attach- 
ed a  small  cord,  which  was  passed 
over  the  foot  of  the  bed,  where  it 
suspended  a  small  weight  which 
was  designed  for  the  extension  of 
the  limb. 

The  many-tailed  bandage,  with 
the  foar  small  splints,  were  con- 
tinued as  heretofore.  In  due 
time  the  broken  bone  united  with- 
out any  shortening  or  other  defor- 
mity. 

In  1824,  and  five  years  after 
the  fracture,  I  examined  the 
limb,  and  found  it  of  the  same 
length  and  appearance  of  its  fellow. 

Attributing  my  success  in  the 
above  case  to  the  manner  in  wMch 
I  had  treated  the  fractured  limb, 
I  became  desirous  of  applying 
that  mode  of  treatment  to  other 
cases  of  a  similar  kind.  'With 
the  assistance  of  my  friend  Dr. 
Richardson,  I  have  recently  treat- 
ed a  case  of  oblique  fracture  of 
the  thigh  bone,  after  the  following 
manner : — A  piece  of  poplar 
plank,  long  enough  to  extend  from 
just  below  the  buttock  to  eighteen 
inches  beyond  the  foot,  was  made 
on  the  surface  slightly  concave  to 
receive  the  thigh, — the  upper 
end  was  cut  into  a  semilunar  form 
to  fit  it  the  better  to  the  buttock, 
and  made  six  inches  wide, — the 
lower  end  was  four  inches  wide. 
On  each  side  of  the  lower  end 
wag  attached  a  piece  of  board 
three  inches  high,  extending  up 
to  the  knee,  with  a  gradually  re- 
duced height.  A  piece  of  board 
five  inches  high,  was  then  fitted 
in  the  lower  end,  at  a  right  angle 
with  the  lower  board.  In  the 
middle  of  the  upper  edge  of  this 
piece,  was  placed  a  small  wooden 
roller,  with  a  concave  edge,  which 
was  retained  by  a  wire  axis.  The 
lower  end  of  this  splint,  which 
projected  beyond  the  foot  of  the 


bed,  was  secured  by  passing  a 
screw  through  the  bottom  piece 
into  the  foot-board  of  the  bed. 
The  fractured  limb  was  then 
placed  in  this  splint.  The  many- 
tailed  bandase  was  applied  over 
the  fractured  portion,  (the  bones 
having  first  been  placed  in  appo- 
sition,} over  which,  a't  equal  dis* 
tances  apart  and  around  the  limb, 
four  thin  wooden  splints,  six  inch- 
es long,  were  placed  and  secured 
by  muslin  strips.  A  bae  of  dried 
moss  was  then  applied  on  each 
side  of  the  thigh,  and  secured  by 
tapes  passing  under  the  board  sup- 

{sorting  the  thigh,  and  over  the 
imb.  A  silk  handkerchief  was 
then  passed  around  the  ankle,  and 
tied  at  the  bottom  of  the  foot. 
To  this  projecting  portion  of  the 
handkerchief  was  fastened  a  small 
flaxen  cord,  and  that  passing  over 
the  roller  placed  in  the  end  of  the 
case,  supported  a  small  weight. 
A  muslin  bandage  was  passed 
around  the  chest,  to  which  ban- 
dages were  fastened  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fixing  the  body  to  the 
bead-board,  to  prevent  its  being 
drawn  down.  This  was  however^ 
soon  found  to  be  superfluous,  as 
the  weight  of  the  body  was  auite 
suificient  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
sistance to  the  extending  power, 
and  was  consequently  discontinu- 
ed. The  dressings  were  renewed 
once  or  twice  a  week,  according 
to  circumstances,  and  the  bones 
united  readily,  and  without  any 
shortening  of  the  limb. 

That  portion  of  our  patient's 
mattress  which  supported  the 
breech,  was  made  removeable, 
by  which  arrangement  the  pan 
could  be  used  without  inconve- 
nience. 

Whenever  any  shortening  of  the 
fractured  limb  was  observed,  the 
leg  was  gently  raised  and  extend* 
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ed  to  (he  proper  distance,  where 
it  was  retained  bj  the  weight  at- 
tached to  the  cord.  Aed  here  I 
will  obsenre,  that  the  cord  and 
weight  are  rather  designed  for 
retaining  the  limb  properly  ex- 
tended, than  for  extending  it. 
The  latter  it  is  known  is  readily 
p.erformed.  *The  importance  as 
well  as  the  difficulty  of  keeping 
up  that  extension,  has  been  felt 
by  every  surgeon  who  has  had  a 
fractured  thigh  to  treat.  I  flat- 
ter myself  that  the  above  mode 
of  making  and  maintaining  the  ex- 
tension, will  be  found  an  improve- 
ment. It  has  certainly  been  such 
in  my  hands.      •      •      •      • 

It  would  be  extremely  difficult 
for  any  person  who  had  not  wit- 
nessed the  treatment  of  this  case, 
to  appreciate  the  advantages 
which  resulted  from  the  mode 
which  we  adopted  of  keeping  up 
the  extension  of  the  fractured 
limb.  The  patient  could  sit  up 
in  his  bed  without  deranging  the 
dressings.  The  only  part  in  the 
use  of  which  he  was  restricted, 
was  the  fractured  limb.  If  in  his 
movements  he  was  thrown  lower 
down  in  bed  than  was  proper,  he 
could  draw  himself  up  without 
deranging  the  dressings  or  dis- 
placing the  fractured  bones. 

But  the  great  and  important 
indication  that  js  fulfilled  by  this 
mode  of  treatment, — and  by  this 
alone  have  I  seen  it  properly  ful- 
filled,— is  that  there  is  a  constant 
power  in  operation  to  counteract 
the  contraction  of  the  muscles  of 
the  fractured  limb.  That  power 
is  the  weight  suspended  over  the 
roller  to  the  foot;  and  it  is  a  pow- 
er which,  from  its  constant  action, 
must  necessarily  exhaust  the  musr 
cular  contraction.  Hence  it  ne- 
ver can  occur,  where  this  mode 
of  extension  is  properly  applied^ 


that  the  fractured  limb  will' be 
shortened  when  the  booes  have 
united. 

I  believe  that  a  weight  of  two 
pounds  will  in  most  cases  be  suf- 
ficient. My  own  experience, 
however,  is  too  limited  to  enable 
me  to  speak  with  confidence.  It 
is  a  matter  which  the  discretion 
of  the  surgeon  will  readily  adjust. 

In  treating  a  fractured  thigh 
bone,  it  has  been  deemed  of  the 
highest  importance  to  make  the 
extension  and  counter-extensioo 
as  near  as  possible  in  a  line  with 
the  fractured  limb  and  the  course 
of  the  muscles  to  be  acted  upon. 
The  merit  of  Dr.  Pbysick's  im- 
provement upon  Desaolt's  splint, 
consists  in  an  approximation  to 
this.  It  is,  however,  only  an  ap- 
proximation. In  the  treatment  of 
the  case  detailed  above,  the  ex- 
tension and  couoter^extension  were 
necessarily  in  a  line  with  the  bro- 
ken bone  and  the  course  of  the 
muscles  to  be  acted  upon,  because 
the  extension  is  made  upon  the 
foot,  and  the  counter-extension 
consists  in  the  weight  of  the  body 
above  the  thigh.  Let  it  not  be 
supposed  that  such  weight  is  in- 
sufficient for  all  the  purposes  of 
counter-extension ;  I  believe  it 
will  upon  trial  be  found  ample. 
If  it  should  not,  the  body  of  the 
patient  may  readily  be  retained 
in  place  by  bandages  fastened  to 
the  head-board  as  suggested. 

Some  surgeons  are  in  the  habit, 
as  soon  as  called  to  a  fractured 
limb,  to  place  the  patient  U>  har- 
ness, and  at  once  subject  him  to 
all  the  pain  and  distress  of  splints, 
bandages,  extensions  and  counter^ 
extensions.  Such  a  course  is,  I 
think,  to  be  condemned,  not  only 
as  unnecessary  severity  to  the 
patient,  but  also  as  adding,  in 
many  cases,  additional  causes  of 
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irr!  tatioQ  ai^d  fo v^r*  I  have  been 
in  tbe  habit  myself  pf  barely  at 
first  placing  the  ends  of  the  bones 
in  such  relation  to  each  other,  as 
would  prevent  irritation, — always 
feeling  satisfied,  if  at  the  end  of 
the  first  week,  or  even  early  in 
the  second,  every  measure  had 
been  adjdpted  which  promised  to 


promote  a  favorable  union  of  the 
fractured  bones.  By  this  course 
the  patient  is  gradually  accustom- 
ed to  his  confinement,  and  bears 
much  better  the  necessary  re- 
straints of  the  treatment  than 
when  he  is  at  once  subjected  to 
the  whole  of  them. — Amer.  Jour, 
of  the  Med.  Sciences, 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATU'RE. 


NITROUS    OXIDE   GAS 

As  a  Remedy  in  Chronic  Diseases 
of  the  Chest,  S^c. 

Thb  Nitrous  Oxide  Gas  is  recom- 
mended by  Joseph  Curtis,  Esq.,  in 
a  late  number  of  tbe  Lancet,  as  a 
remedial  agent  of  more  value  than 
many  which  are  in  better  estimation. 
He  relates,  as  proof  of  this,  two 
cases  of  asthma ; — one  of  a  lady  who 
was  many  years  subject  to  the  dis- 
ease, and  in  whom  the  fits  were  fre- 
quent and  very  distressing. 

Believing  the  distressing  sense 
of  sufibcation  experienced  by  this  pa- 
tient to  be  owing  to  the  blood  being 
prevented,  by  the  mucus  in  the  bron- 
chia, from  jindergoiog  its  proper 
changes,  he  conceived  the  idea  of 
substituting  oxygen  gas  for  atmos- 
pheric air.  The  experiment  was 
unsatisfactory,  and  finding  this  gas 
inconvenient  to  make,  he  substituted 
Nitrous  Oxide,  which  was  taken 
twice  a  day,  and  the  effects  of  which 
are  thus  related : — 

"  From  three  to  four  quarts  was 
the  usual  dose.  It  sometimes  pro- 
duced slight  vertigo,  and  a  feeling  of 
languor :  these,  however,  went  off  in 
a  few  minutes,  and,  in  about  a  quar- 


ter of  an  hour,  the  pulse  was  usually 
lowered  from  eight  to  twelve  beats 
in  a  minute  ;  in  one  instance,  from 
120  to  108  ;  in  another,  from  104 
to  96.  The  heat  of  ihe  body  was  at 
the  same  time  raised  :  a  thermome- 
ter placed  between  the  shoulders, 
rose  in  one  instance  from  92  to  96 ; 
in  another,  from  94  to  98,  but  never 
rose  beyond  98.  The  hands  and 
feet,  which  were  generally  cold, 
glowed  ;  and  the  face,  which  was 
usually  of  a  purple  or  leaden  hue, 
assumed  tbe  natural  appearance.'.' 

The  use  of  the  Gas  was  continued 
several  weeks.  It  usually  relieved 
the  symptoms  when  taken  during  an 
attack,  and  in  the  end  seemed  to 
have  increased  the  strength  and  the 
digestive  powers,  and  diminished  the 
tendency  to  asthma.  It  produced 
however,  some  tendency  to  inflam- 
mation, on  which  account  it  was  dis- 
continued. 

In  the  other  case  related  by  Mr. 
C,  this  Gas  produced  more  decided 
benefit.  The  wheezing,  cough,  dif- 
ficulty of  breathing,  pain,  and  expec- 
toration of  mucus,  were  all  relieved, 
and  tbe  color  of  the  face  became  less 
livid.  The  circulation  in  the  extre- 
mities was  invigorated  remarkably, 
and  the  patient  discharged  cured. 
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TWO  DISBASBS  SXISTINO  SIMOLTAMB- 
0U8LT. 

A  CASE  if  recorded  io  an  English 
Journal,  which  teems  to  present 
some  phenomena  in  vaccination. — A 
child  sickened  with  variola.  To 
protect  the  brother  of  this  child,  he 
was  vaccinated.  On  the  eighth  day 
the  vesicle  ibrmed  perfectly,  and 
matter  was  taken  from  it  to  vaccinate 
another  child.  On  the  nimth  day 
variola  alsA  broke  out,  and  the  vac- 
cine pustule,  which  was  perfect  on 
the  eighth,  continued  stationary,  and 
Mi  length  dried  up  with  the  smallpox. 

The  child  vaccinated  from  this 
pustule  had  a  genuine  cowpock,  and, 
although  exposed,  escaped  variola. 

The  conclusions  of  the  reporter 
«re,  **  xhii  in  the  same  case  cowpock 
and  smallpox  went  on  together  ;  thus 
showing  that  two  pustular  diseases, 
of  a  different  nature,  may  exist  at 
the- same  time  in  the  same  system  ; 
and  that  in  the  last  case  it  would  ap- 
pear that  one  pustular  disease  only 
may  be  propagated  from  a  system 
where  two  exist.**  How  far  these 
two  diseases  should  be  considered 
^  of  a'  different  nature,^  is  matter 
of  doubt. 


INCARCBRATBD'  HSRNTA. 

Intenud  Use  of  Spirit  of  Turpem'^ 
tine  in  these  Cases. 

The  last  number  of  the  American 
Journal  contains  a  striking  case,  by 
Dr.  Sewall,  of  the  beneficial  effect  of 
Spirit  of  Turpentine  in  Incarcerated 
Hernia.  Dr.  S.  was  led  to  this  prac- 
tice  by  the  relation  of  two  cases  by 
a  friend,  in  which  it  had  appeared  to 
produce  speedy  relief.  The  patient^ 
was  a  stout  healthy  man,  and  was 


surprised  by  a  scrotal  hernia  whilst 
at  work.  ^I  first  attempted,'' says 
Dr.  S.,  **  a  reduction  of  the  bowel  by 
taxis,  but  as  my  exertions  were  uoa- ' 
vailing,  I  bled  him  largely  and  then 
renewed  my  exertions,  but  without 
success.  I  then  gave  him  two  ounces 
of  the  spirit  of  turpentine,  and  in- 
structed my  pupils,  who  remained 
with  him,  to  repeat  the  same  dose 
every  hour  till  eight  ounces  were 
taken,  or  some  sensible  effect  pro- 
duced. Soon  after  I  left  him,  a  pro- 
fuse sweat  took  place,  and  he  fell 
into  a  tranquil  sleep.  In  about  two 
hours  the  hernial  tumor  became  soft 
and  yielding,  and  spontaneously  re- 
tired from  the  scrotum.  On  repeat- 
ing my  visit  in  the  middle  of  the  day^ 
I  found  he  had  taken  about  six  ounces 
of  the  turpentine,  and  without  expe- 
riencing any  inconvenience  from  It. 
He  was  still  sleeping,  and  entirely 
relieved.  The  next  day  he  was  at 
work  in  the  brick-yard,  and  with  no 
other  complaint  than  that  of  a  slight 
looseness  of  the  bowels,  and  a  scald- 
ing sensation  in  the  rectum  in  passing 
his  stools.  No  strangury  was  pro- 
duced.*' 


SWAIM^a  PANACEA. 

Mercury  discovered  in  this  ci-devant 
popular  Nostrttm. 

Peofessob  Hare,  of  Philadelphia, 
has  discovered,  by  chemical  analysis, 
large  quantities  of  Mercury  in  Swaim's 
Panacea.  Ho  first  diluted  it  largely 
with  water  and  added  a  quantity  of 
yeast,  in  order  to  induce  fermenta- 
tion and  thus  get  rid  of  the  syrup, 
and  attenuate  the  subject  of  his  con- 
templated analysis.  Fermentation 
took  place,and  this  object  was  effected. 
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In  bis  accoQDt  of  tbit  aDalysb  in 
Dr.  Hay'f  valuable  Joarnal,  he  say$> 

^  I  then  transferred  the  whole  of 
the  liqoor,  then  much  attenuated  by 
fermentation^  and  the  matter  which 
had  subsided  from  it,  into  a  flat 
stoneware  Tessel,  and  placed  it  in  my 
evaporating  oven.  From  this  situa- 
tion the  vessel  was  not  removed,  un- 
til the  contents  had  been  converted 
into  a  dry,  blackish,  porous  crust. 
Of  this  crust  the  greater  part  was 
subsequently  removed  from  the  eva- 
porating vessel,  and  being  rolled  op 
in  paper  was  placed  upon  a  shelf. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  last  sum- 
mer, I  happened  to  examine  the 
crust  attentively,  when  I  observed  on 
it  some  globules  of  metallic  mercury. 
On  further  examination  with  the  aid 
of  a  lens*  I  discovered  it  to  be  so 
replete  with  mercurial  globules,  that 
whenever  any  fresh  portions  of  tbe 


crust  were  opened  by  means  of  a 
knife,  more  of  them  were  observable. 
The  crust  was  subsequently  shown 
to  Dr.  Physick,  Dr.,  Horner,  and 
other  intelligent  friends,  and  it  has 
been  preserved  in  a  bottle.  I  should 
have  communicated  these  results  to 
the  public  sooner,  had  I  not  been  iu 
hopes  to  have  repeated  the  examina- 
tion by  another  process ;  but  not 
having  as  yet  found  it  convenient  to 
realize  that  intention,  and  as  you 
deem  it  of  importance  that  the  facts 
which  1  have  meutioued  should  be 
published,  I  send  this  statement  to 
you  for  the  American  Journal." 

The  Editor  of  the  Journal  adds^ 
that  when  Swaim  first  began  the  ma- 
nufacture of  this  nostrum,  he  pur- 
chased large  quantities  of  corrosive 
sublimate  from  an  apothecary  iu 
Philadelphia. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  AUGUST  18,  1629. 


PBRFORATION   OF   THE  STOMACH. 

The  following  case  is  related  in  a 
late  number  of  the  Glasgow  Journal. 
— The  patient,  a  man  22  years  of 
age,  who  had  been.subject  to  attacks 
which  he  termed  cramp  in  the  sto- 
mach, was  suddenly  seized,  while  in 
the  house  of  an  acquaintance,  with 
violent  pain  in  the  region  of  that  or- 
gan. The  degree  of  it  was  so  vio- 
lent that  he  was  scarcely  able  to  ex- 
press himself,  and  he  continued  for 
some  time  to  strike  his  hands  forci- 
bly against  the  epigastrium.  A  glass 
of  whiskey  was  administered,  which 
produced  vomiting  and  afforded  pio- 
oientary  relief.  In  a  few  minutes 
the  pain  returned.  He  suffered 
acutely  from  a  sense  of  tearing,  aud 
complained  '^  that  his  stomach  was 
drawn  to  his  backbone.''    This  sute 


of  things  continued  for  six  hours, 
when  suddenly  the  pain  increased  to 
an  insupportable  degree  ;  he  writhed 
in  great  agony  for  ten  minutes,  then 
fainted,  and  immediately  afterwards 
vomited  a  dark  brown  fluid-like 
"mosswater."  Ho  was  now  (2, 
A.M.)  visited  by  a  surgeon,  who 
bled  him,  and  prescribed  a  draught 
of  valerian  and  assafoetida,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  cathartic.  These  reme- 
dies produced  no  relief;  and  at  noon, 
as  tbe  cathartic  had  not  operated,  a 
stimulating  enema  was  administered. 
He  grew  worse,  and  at  3,  P.M.,  a 
physician  was  called  in.  He  was 
now  lying  on  his  back  with  his  thighs 
drawn  to  the  abdomen ;  face  pale 
and  anxious;  breathing  quick  and 
feeble ;  pulse  140 ;  skin  cold. 
It  appeared  that  sioce^  the  severe 
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attack  ID  tbe  morniogy  the  pain  had 
gradually  become  difiusod  over  the 
^  abdomen,  attended  with  intolerance 
of  pressure,  and  swelling.  On  the 
right  side  of  tbe  epigastrium,  an  ob- 
scurely defined  tumor  was  felt,  which 
fluctuated  slightly.  He  now  vomited 
incessantly  a  dark  colored  fluid,  with- 
out  any  apparent  exertion ;  it  was 
thrown  from  his  mouth  to  a  conside- 
rable distance,  in  a  stream  about  the 
eize  of  a  quill,  like  water  forced  from 
a  syringe.  These  symptoms  conti- 
nued, without  much  alteration,  till  8, 
P.  JVl.,  when  he  expired. 

On  examination,  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  was  found  to  contain  seve- 
ral pints  of  a  dark  colored  fluid, 
which  had  a  strong  smell  of  assafoeti- 
da.  On  grasping  the  stomach,  fluid 
was  seen  to  issue  through  a  longitu- 
dinal opening  in  its  anterior  surface, 
.between  the  greater  and  lesser  cur- 
Aratures,  about  three  inches  from  the 
-pylorus.  The  perforation  readily 
admitted  the  finger  ;  its  edges  were 
slightly  ragged,  but  without  thick- 
ness, ulceration,  or  any  other  morbid 
appearance  in  the  surrounding  tex- 
tures. There  was  no  loss  of  sub- 
stance where  the  opening  existed,  as 
its  edges  could  be  brought  together 
•  without  folding  or  puckering  of  the 
adjoining  parts. 

From  these  and  other  appearances 
•f  the  parts,  it  seemed  evident  to  the 
physician  who  examined  them,  that 
the  opening  was  produced  by  a  rup- 
ture ;  and  highly  probable  that  this 
had  occurred  at  the  time  when  his 
^  sufferings  were  most  intense,  and  so 
remarkable  a  change  took  place  in 
the  symptoms.  At  that  time  there 
must  have  occurred  a  spasmodic  con- 


traction of  the  ventricolar  fibres  suf- 
ficiently powarful  to  lacerate  the  or- 
gan. Bat  how  could  contraction  of 
the  fibres  of  the  stomach  cause  its 
laceration,  or  produce  any  other  ef> 
feet  than  that  of  diminishing  the  ex- 
tent of  its  cavity  ?  Those  muscles 
which  have  fixed  points  of  origin  and 
insertion,  msy  well  be  supposed  ca* 
pable  of  being  ruptured  by  distension. 
But  in  those  which,  by  their  position, 
are  made  capable  of  indefinite  ap- 
proximation, in  what  manner  is  such 
an  effect  to  be  accounted  for  ?  In 
answer  to  this,  the  author  refers  to 
the  fact,  that  in  inspecting  the  tex- 
ture of  the  stomach,  the  bands  of 
fibres  are  found  not  to  pass  com- 
pletely round  it,  and  that  in  fact  no 
individual  fibre  can  be  found  to  ex- 
tend to  more  than  one-third  of  its 
circumference.  He  suggests,  there- 
fore, the  explanation,  that  when  these 
fibres  are  afiected  with  spasm,  a  lace- 
ration may  take  place  at  that  point 
where  the  two  circular  bands  unite, 
in  consequence  of  their  acting  in 
completely  opposite  directions. 

Assuming  the  facts  to  be  correctly 
stated  in  this  case,  we  must  confess 
ourselves  quite  at  a  loss  to  compre- 
hend the  above  explanation,  and 
nearly  as  much  so  how  to  suggest 
any,  more  rational  or  probable.  Part 
of  the  difficulty,  however,  which  is 
found  in  accounting  for  the  stomach 
being  ruptured  by  the  contraction  of 
its  own  fibres,  seems  to  arise  from 
supposing  that  organ. to  have  been 
wholly  or  nearly  empty.  If  we  ad- 
mit it  to  have  been  distended  by  its 
contents,  whether  solid,  fluid,  or  aeri- 
form, and  that  these  contents  could 
not  escape  by  either  of  the  natural 
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orifices,  a  powerful  spaaraodic  action 
of  the  orgao  might  perhaps  occasioa 
a  new  one.  From  the  obstinate  cos- 
tiveness,  and  the  circumstance  of  the 
articles,  the  exhibition  of  which  pre- 
ceded  the  cathartic,  being  foand  to 
have  passed  through  the  rapture,  it 
seems  highly  probable  that  the  pylo* 
ric  orifice,  either  from  spasm  or  some 
other  cause,  was  strongly  closed. 
The  anti*peristalt]c  motion,  neces- 
sary to  the  rejection  of  these  con- 
tents by  the  cardiac  orifice,  could  not 
coexist  with  that  species  of  contrac- 
tion which  tended  to  force  them 
in  the  opposite  direction.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  stomach 
containing  several  pints  of  fluid,  and 
its  contraction  suddenly  increasing, 
its  coats  became  incapable  of  sus- 
taining the  pressure,  and  the  organ 
was  ruptured  at  that  point  on  which 
this  pressure  may  be  supposed  to 
have  acted  with  the  greatest  force. 
The  consequence  was  the  escape  of 
the  contents  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.  The  fainting  which  is 
stated. to  have  taken  place^  seems 
far  more  likely  to  have  followed  the 
rapture  than  to  have  preceded  it; 
since  at  all  events  the  spasms  were 
suspended  during  the  deliquium  ;  and 
there  is  no  proof  that  they  occurred 
after  it.  Why  a  new  series  of  con- 
tractions, in  an  opposite  direction, 
should  have  now  con>menced,  is  not 
easy  to  say;  it  appears,  however, 
that  it  must  have  been  so,  for  it  is 
stated  that  the  fluid  was  constantly 
ejected  through  the  oesophagus  and 
mouth,  though  a  much  leas  degree  of 
force, — almost  the  force  of  gravity 
alone, — would  have  sent  it  through 
the  ruptured  orifice.    The  phenome- 


na, both  of  the  direct  and  the  in- 
verted actions  of  the  stomach,  are 
involved  in  some  obscurity,  notwith- 
standing the  time  and  labor  which 
have  been  devoted  to  their  investiga- 
tion. It  is  at  least  clear  that  they 
cannot  coexist ;  and  the  truth  of  this 
&ct  seems  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  case* 
The  symptoms,  however,  indicated 
a  far  more  violent,  permanent,  and 
general  contraction,  than  is  employ* 
ed  by  the  stomach  to  convey  the 
food  to  the  duodenum.  Still  its  ge* 
neral  tendency  may  have  been  the 
same ;  and  it  is  only  by  supposing 
this  to  have  been  the  case,  and  that 
the  contents  of  the  organ  were  pow- 
erfully propelled  toward  the  closed 
pylorus,  that  the  symptoms  seem  to 
admit  of  a  probable  explanation. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  notice 
the  account  of  a  case  which  occurred 
in  Sutton,  in  this  St^te,  the  circum- 
stances of  which  were,  in  many  res- 
pects, remarkably  similar.  The  pa- 
tient was  19  years  of  age,  and,  like 
the  one  above  mentioned,  a  weaver 
by  trade.  He  was  a  voracious  eater, 
but  temperate  in  the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors.  He  was  attacked  at  5,  P.M., 
with  violent  pain  at  the  epigastrium, 
which  caused  him  to  cry  out  ^'  I  am 
dying,"^and  to  throw  himself  on  the 
floor,  holding  his  bowels  with  his 
hands.  The  pain  continued  violent, 
and  though  still  principally  seated  in 
the  stomach,  extended  itself  down- 
ward toward  the  pubic  region.  An 
emetic  was  administered,  and  follow- 
ed by  warm  water,  which  vomited 
him  several  times  with  some  relief. 
The  pain  now  abated  considerably, 
apd  he  fell  asleep.    A  dose  of  oU 
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ric.  was  ordered  every  three  hours 
tilt  operation. 

At  7,  A.M.,  no  operation  from 
oil ;  bowels  full,  but  not  tender.  R. 
Ol.  Crot.  gtt.  ij.  in  six  doses,  at  in- 
tervals of  thirty  minutes. — At  4,  P. 
M.,  no  operation  ;  bowels  fuller,  with- 
some  soreness^  R.  Olei  Ric.  Si* 
every  hour,  and  blister  to  the  abdo- 
men.— At  8,  P.  M.,  worse :  an  ene- 
ma was  ordered,  which  came  away 
uncharged.-^At  4,  A.M.,  death  oc- 
curred, thirty-eight  hours  from  the 
period  of  attack.  On  examination, 
an  aperture,  of  2^  lines  in  diameter, 
was  ducovered  in  the  stomach  ante- 
riorly, about  half  an  inch  from  the 
pylorus.  No  mark  of  disease  was 
visible  around  the  opening,  which 
appeared  as  if  it  had  been  punched 
out  with  a  cutting  instrument.  The 
contents  of  the  stomach  had  escaped 
through  it. 

No  remarks  are  made  on  the  pa- 
thology of  this  case  by  the  author 
who  reports  it.  If  we  assume,  how- 
ever, that  the  rupture  was  occasioned 
by  a  spasmodic  contraction  of  the 
stomach,  and  that  it  occurred  at  the 
commencement  of  the  case,  the  vo- 
miting which  was  subsequently  caused 
by  the  emetic  substance,  seems  to 
correspond  to  that  which  took  place 
spontaneously  in  the  other  case  ;  and 
both  would  seem  to  prove  that  the 
tendency  of  the  contractile  action 
bad  b^en  reversed,  so  as  to  force  the 
contents  of  the  stomach  toward  the 
cardiac  orifice.  A  review  of  the 
two  cases  will  be  found  to  suggest 
some  other  Interesting  points  of  com- 
parison. The  particulars  of  the  last 
may  be  found  in  the  8th  No.  of  the 
Amer.  Journ.  of  the  Med,  Sciences. 


LATIN  PKBSCEimONS. 

Latii^  prescriptions  have  been  ofteo 
objected  to  as  a  remnant  of  barba* 
rism,  and  as  implying  a  wish  to  make 
that  appear  obscure  which  is  in  fact 
very  plain  and  intelligible.  This, 
however.  Is  a  very  erroneous  notion. 
The  scientific  name  of  a  drug  is,  for 
the  most  part,  the  only  one  by  which 
it  can  with  certainty  be  designated, 
and  consequently  the  only  one  whicb^ 
in  writing  for  the  article,  can  be  em- 
ployed with  entire  safety.  lo  re- 
gard, however,  to  those  plants  which 
are  well  known  and  have  popular 
titles,  there  seems  do  good  reasoa 
for  denying  to  a  patient  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  the  familiar  appella- 
tion of  the  article  he  is  using,  instead 
of  obliging  him  to  go  on  in  ignorance, 
or  manifesting  an  unwillingness  to 
inform  him  to  which  of  nature's  pro« 
ductions  he  is  indebted  for  his  cure. 
Many  of  the  most  common  vegetable 
remedies  have  derived  some  of  their 
names  from  the  favorable  influence 
they  have  been  found  to  exercise  on 
the  system,  or  from  the  maladies 
they  were  known  to  alleviate ;  and 
to  those  who  have  studied  attentively 
the  weaknesses  of  human  nature,  it 
will  not  appear  an  extravagant  asser- 
tion, that  with  these  simple,  but  at- 
tractive titles,  they  produced  effects 
in  former  times,  far  beyond  any  of 
which  they  are  capable  under  the 
more  formidable  appellations  which 
they  now  assume.'  ^  Modern  science 
may  wrap  up  the  meaning  of  its  epi- 
thets in  Greek  and  Latin  te  rms  ;  hot 
in  many  cases  they  are  the  mere 
translations  of  these  despised  old 
vulgar  names.  What  pleasure  it 
must  have  afforded  the  poor  sufferer 
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in  body  or  io  limb  ;  wbat  coofideDco 
he  mutt  have  felt  for  relief^  when  be 
knew  tbat  the  good  neighbor  who 
came  to  bathe  his  wouods  or  assuage 
hii  inward  torments,  brought  with 
him  such  things  as  allheal,  break- 
stone^  bruiseworty  goutweed,  fever- 
feW|  and  twenty  other  such  comfort- 
able mitigations  of  his  afflictions. 
Why,  their  very  names  would  almost 
diarm  away  the  sense  of  pain  !  The 
modern  recipe  contains  no  such 
terms  of  comfortable  assurance ;  its 
meanings  are  all  dark  to  the  sufferer^ 
its  influence  unknown.'' 

It  is  not  so  certain,  then,  that  what 
we  call  a  rose  by  any  other  name 
would  smell  as  sweet  There  is 
certainly  some  virtue  in  the  words ; 
and  if  by  translating  a  prescription 
into  plain  English,  it  can  be  rendered 
more  grateful  or  efficacious,  surely 
he  would  be  wanting,  both  in  skill 
and  in  humanity,  who  should  refuse 
to  adopt  so  simple  an  expedient. 


Iodine  in  Dropsy.-— Mr.  W.  Brad- 
field,  London  Wall,  has  favored  us 
with  the  particulars  of  a  case  of 
dropsy,  from  which  it  appears,  that 
after  the  patient  had  been  repeatedly 
tapped,  and  her  legs  scarified,  with- 
out any  permanent  beneficial  result, 
he  was  induced,  from  reading  Dr. 
Gardiner's  treatise  on  iodine,  to  try 
the  effects  of  that  medicine.  He 
gave  the  patient  (Mercy  Millham) 
eight  drops  of  the  tincture,  in  a  glass 
of  cold  water,  three  times  a  day,  and 
at  the  same  time  directed  a  liniment, 
which  consisted  of  half  an  ounce  of 
the*  tincture  of  iodine,  with  three 
ounces  and  a  half  of  the  compound 
soap  liniment,  to  be  rubbed  two  or 
three  times  daily  over  the  integu- 
menu  of  the  legs.    ^^  In  two  months/' 


says  Mr.  Bradfieid,  *^  I  was  happy  to 
find  that  my  patient  was  able  to  re- 
sume her  domestic  employments.. 
Her  abdomen  and  legs  are  restored 
to  their  natural  size,  and  she  can 
walk  upwards  of  a  mile  without 
exhaustion." 


Balsam  of  Copaiba, — The  ofieo* 
sive  qualities  of  this  medicine  have 
been  effectually  suppressed  by  a  che* 
mist  of  Philadelphia,  by  a  cbnsolida-- 
tion  of  the  balsam  into  a  consistence 
for  forming  pills.  It  consists  of  an 
union  of  the  oil  and  resin,  in  which 
the  whole  of  the  valuable  qualities 
of  the  copaiba  are  retained.  Two 
four-grain  pills  are  mentioned  as 
equal  in  efiect  to  thirty  drops  of  the 
balsam. 


Lmng  Child  with  two  Heads.^^ 
At  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Pa- 
ris, on  the  25th  of  May,'  M.  St.  Hi- 
laire  exhibited  a  drawing  of  a  female 
child  which  was  living  at  Turin  at 
the  commencement  of  last  March, 
and  was  then  ten  weeks  old.  The 
lower  extremities  only  of  the  mon- 
ster are  common  to  the  two;  the 
upper  part  is  separated,  and  presents 
the  proper  conformation.  The  priest 
who  performed  the  christening,  see- 
ing in  this  being  two  separate  indivi- 
duals, baptised  each  of  them ;  one 
was  called  Ritta,  the  other  Christina. 
They  (or  it)  were  born  at  Sassari  in 
Sardinia,  at  the  beginning  of  March, 
1829.  Their  common  height  is  that 
of  a  full-sized  infant.  Ritta  appears 
in  ill  health.  The  father  intends  to 
take  them  to  Milan,  and  from  thence 
to  Geneva. 


REPORT   OF   DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

TIm  WMk  endiaf  Angucl  6,  mt  nooa. 

or  confuroption,  £— dropij,  1 — (•▼«:  and 
Ague,  1 — inflaimnatioii  in  Ui«  boweli,  1 — in- 
Miiitj,  1— intemperance,  1 — oieasleB,  2— old 
age,  2— paley,  1 — paraljiia,  1 — unknown,  8. 
Mato>,ff    femaifw,?.    Total,  1«. 
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BOYLSTON    MEDICAL   PRIZE 
QUESTIONS. 

TtlE  Committee  appointed  by  the  Cor* 
poration  of  Harvard  College  to  ad* 
jndg^  the  premiums  established  by  the 
late  Ward  Nicholas  Boylston,  Esq.,  here- 
by g^ive  notice  that  the  following  are  the 
subjects  for  Dissertations  for  the  year 
1830,  viz:— 

1st  Whether  fever  is  produeed  by  the 
decomposition  of  animal  and  vegetable 
8ut>stancek ;  and  if  by  both,  their  compa- 
rative influence. 

2d.  On  the  connexion  between  cutane- 
ous diseases  which  are  not  contagious, 
and  the  internal  organs. 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be 
transmitted,  pott'paid^  to  Thomas  Welsh, 
M.D.,  Boston,  on  or  before  the  first 
Wednesday  of  April,  1830. 

The  following  are  the  subjects  for  1831, 
vi«: — 

Ist.  The  History  of  the  Aatumnal  Dis- 
eases of  New  England. 

2d.  What  insects  in  the  United  States, 
and  particularly  in  the  northern  part,  arc 
capable  of  inflicting  poisonous  wounds ; 
the  phenomena  of  such  wounds,  and  the 
best  means  of  remedying  their  ill  conse- 
quences. 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be 
transmitted  as  above,  on  or  before  the 
first  Wednesday  of  April,  1831. 

The  author  of  the  best  Dissertation  on 
each  of  these  questions,  if  approved,  will 
be  entiUed  to  a  premium  of  Fifty  Dollars, 
or  a  gold  medal  of  equal  value,  at  hia 
option. 

£^ch  Dissertation  must  be  accompa- 
nied with  a  sealed  packet,  on  the  outside 
of  which  shall  be  written  some  device  or 
sentence,  and  on  the  inside  of  it  the  au» 
thor*8  name  and  place  of  residence.  The 
same  device  or  sentence  must  be  written 
.  on  the  Dissertation  to  which  the  packet 
is  attached. 

No  Dissertation  will  be  received  which 
has  the  author's  name  afiixed.  All  un- 
successful Dissertations  will  be  deposited 
with  the  Secretary,  of  whom  they  may  be 
obtained  if  applied  for  within  a  year  after 
they  hare  been  received. 

GEO.  HAYWARD,  Secretary. 

N.  B. — Printers  of  newspapers  through- 
out the  United  States,  are  respectfully 
requested  to  give  th^  above  an  insertion 
in  their  papers. 

Boston,  August  12th,  1829. 


MEMOIR  OF  DR.  ROLYOKE* 

JUST  published,  and  for  iale  by  CAJl- 
TER  U  HENDEE,— A  M«moir  oC 
Edward  A.  Holtoks,  M.D.  LL.D.,  pre-J 
pared  in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 

Carter  Sl  Hendee  have  just  received  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
No  8,  August,  1839.^C.  &  H.  receive 
subacriptions  for  this  valuable  work,  and 
can  supply  the  numbers  from  its  com^ 
mencement.  Aug.  18. 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

MSDICAXi  LXCTVRX8. 

THE  MxDicAL  LscTVRKS  in  Harvard 
University  will  begin  in  the  Maaaa* 
chusetts  Medical  College,  Mason-street, 
Boston,  the  third  WEDNESDAY  in  Octo- 
ber next,  the  21st,  at  nine  o^cloek,  A.  M; 
Anatomy  and  Surftery,  by  Dr.  WARRBir. 
Chemistry,  Dr,  Wxbbtsr. 
Midwifery  and  Medical   Jurisprudence, 

Dr.  Chavnivo. 
Materia  Medica,  Dr.  Bigblow. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Dr.  Jack- 

80V. 

Students  attending  the  Medical  Lee* 
tures  are  admitted,  wiihoui  fee^  to  the 
Surgical  Operations  and  Clinical  Practice 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
during  the  courses. 

Aug.  4.        W.  CHANNING,  Dean. 
eoptOct21. 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI-    * 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES 
will  commence  oq  the  finC  Thurs- 
day in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
weeks. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  by  H.  H. 

CaiLDS,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  J.  D.  WXLUi 

M.D. 
Medical  Jurisprudence,  S.  W.  Wiluami, 

M.D. 
Theoretical   and  Operative  Surgery,  S. 

White,  M.D.  and  S.  P.  WttiTx,  M.D. 
Materia  Medica,  Pharmacv  and  Obft*- 

trics,  C.  B.  Covxvtrt,  M.D. 
Chemistry,  Botany,  Mineialogy  and  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  C.  Dxwi,  M.D. 

Matriculation  ticket^  $  3.  Fee  for  Leo* 
tures,  $  40.  Library  ticket,  f  1.  Gradu- 
ation, $  15,50.  Board,  including  wash- 
ing, lodging  and  room,  $  1,75  a  week. 

PUUJield,  Juljf  22,  1829.     aug4tsep!90 


Pubhshed  weekly,  by  Jobs  CoTT«ir,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  comnunioatioDs  must  be  addreseed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annmn,  if 
paid  m  idTance,  tbrM  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollan  if 
not  paid  within  tht  year.    The  poatage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapera. 
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I. 

GonmloQicBte^  Ibf  ih«  Boiton  Medical  Mid 

BSttoru  of  a  Folypow  Exisrescenet 
in  the  Vagina^  attended  ieith  utt- 
tMuaUy  eevere  Sj/mptome. 

By*D.  H.  Bard^  M.D. 

On  the  17th  of  Febraarj,  18S9, 1 

wai  called  to  see   Mrs.   B 

G  9  of  PottoD,  Lower  Canada, 
aged  SS,  the  mother  of  eleyen  ohild- 
tea ;  the  youngest  of  whom  was 
six  noDtfas  old.  She  was  rather 
tall,  of  a  dark  complexion,  and 
natttrally  possessed  a  good  consti- 
tutioo.  The  h'istorj  that  she  gave 
me  of  her  case  was  this: — She  had 
generally  enjoyed  good  health  ;  her 
labors  had  been  easy,  and  she  had 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  them 
in  a  short  time,  until  the  last  (in 
August  preceding);  since  which 
she  had  not  been  well.  Upon  the 
cessation  of  the  lochial  discharge, 
an  excessive  leucorrhoBa  super- 
vened, interrupted  by  occasional 
discharges  of  blood  from  the  vagi- 
na :  at  times  these  dischaiges  were 
BO  great  as  to  bring  on  extreme 
weakness,  and  confine  the  patient 
to  her  bed  for  some  days.  There 
bad  been  much  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  uterus,  of  a  dull,  heavy,  ex- 
pulsive kind ;  and  for  a  short  time 
past,  there  had  been  an  unnatural 
degree  of  fulness  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  vagba.  Recently,  she  had 
had  an  attack  of  hemorrhage  from 
the  uterus,  and  she  was  then  unable 
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to  sit  up,  in  sonsequence  of  the 
debility  produced  by  it.  Her 
bowels  had  been  tolerably  regular; 
appetite  moderately  good  ;  and  her 
sleep  comfortable.  She  at  this 
time  presented  the  appearance  of 
a  patient  exhausted  by  leoco-phleg- 
matic  discharges,  and  her  digestive 
organs  were  evidently  somewhat 
deranged  :  her  face  was  pale  ;  she 
had  a  gnawing,  faint  distress  at  the 
stomach ;  her  tongue  was  pale  and 
glabrous ;  pulse  feeble,  but  not  un- 
usually frequent ;  appetite  indiffer- 
eiit,  and  bowels  rather  slow.  She 
had  pain  in  the  back  and  loins,  and 
a  dull  uneasy  sensation  in  the 
pelvis. 

On  making  an  examination  per 
vagmam,  I  found  a  polypous  con- 
cretion attached  to  the  upper  and 
anterior  portion  of  the  vagina,  a 
little  inclined  to  the  right  side. 
Its  attachment  commenced  at  that 
portion  of  the  vaginal  cord  which 
is  reflected  over  the  neck  of  the 
uterus,  and  extended  downward 
about  halfway  to  the  meatus  urina* 
rius  ;  its  neck  was  short  and  thick, 
and  its  body  flattish,  projecting 
about  a  finger's  breadth  beyond  the 
neck  on  all  sides  round  ;  it  had  a 
soft  granulous  feel, '  resembling  a 

Eiacenta  enveloped  in  its  mem- 
ranes,  from  which  it  would  have 
been  difficult  for  the  touch  to  have 
distinguished  it,  though  it  was  ra- 
ther firmer  than  a  healthy  placenta: 
blood  oozed  out  of  it  on  handling. 
The  patient  thought  there  was  an 
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obscure  sense  of  feeling  in  it  when 
touched  ;  but  it  was  difficult  to 
tell  whether  this  sensation  was  in 
the  excrescence  itself,  ,or  was 
communicated  by  percussion  to  the 
part  from  which  it  took  its  origin, 
or  those  with  which  it  came  in 
contact.  The  os  uteri  was  in  its 
usual  place,  its  edges  thickened, 
inflamed,  and  hard.  The  uterus 
was  in  situ  naturale^  and  was  dis- 
tinctly felt  between  tlie  fingers  of 
one  hand  in  the  vagina,  and  the 
other  on  the  abdomen.  I  should 
think  it  was  not  enlarged. 

I  informed  the  patient  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  ;  that  the  founda- 
tion of  her  difficulties  was  the  dis- 
eased structure  in  the  vagina,  ,and 
that  no  plan  of  general  treatment 
wo  aid  be  successful  until  that  was 
removed ;  that  it  was  possible 
something  might  be  done  by  astrin- 
gent and  stimulating  applications 
to  the  part,  but  that  the  ligature 
fifforded  the  most  probable  chance 
of  success.  The  former  mode, 
being  most  congeqial  to  the  patient ^s 
feelinss  and  those  of  her  friends, 
as  well  as  my  own  present  vijews 
of  the  case,  was  adopted.  Injec- 
tions of  an  astringent  and  stimulat- 
ing nature,  as  sulphate  of  zinc, 
acetate  of  lead,  sanguinaria  cana- 
densis, &c.,  were  directed  to  be 
thrown  into  the  vagina,  and  such 
general  and  constitutional  means 
as  appeared  to  be  indicated  were 
resorted  to. 

At  the  end  of  four  weeks  there 
had  been  no  hemorrhage,  and  the 
patient's  strength  was  improved  : 
she  could  walk  a  few  steps,  had  a 
good  appetite,  slept  well,  and  her 
bowels  were  regular;  but  it  was  evi- 
dent the  constitution  was  laboring 
under  a  heavy  burden,  or  that  it 
had  been  too  largely  drawn  upon, 
readily  to  regain  its  former  health 
and   firmness.     The  surface   was 


pale  ;  the  tongue  pale,  smooth,  and 
shining  ;  there  was  debility  of  the 
digestive  organs,  and  every  function 
seemed  suffering  from  want  of  en- 
ergy and  freedom  of  action.  There 
was  a  dull,  heavy,  uneasy  sensa- 
tion in  the  pelvis,  and  a  constant 
discharge  of  a  whitish  foetid  fluid 
from  the  vagina.  The  polypus  had 
increased  in  size,  so  as  now  to  dis- 
tend the  vagina  some  ;  the  diame- 
ter of  the  neck  increasing  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  body.  I 
now,  as  I  had  before  done,  ui^ 
the  removal  of  the  polypus  by  liga- 
ture. To  this  the  patient's  friends 
were  opposed,  and  she  would  not 
submit.  I  was  therefore  forced  to 
abandon  the  object. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  I  was  called 
in  haste  to  visit  her,  the  messenger 
informmg  me  that  it  was  doubtful 
whether  she  lived  till  I  arrived. 
On  reaching  the  patient's  house,  I 
learned  that  fer  four  or  five  days 
past  she  had  had  more  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  uterus  ;  some  sai^ui- 
neous  discharge  from  the  vagina  ; 
her  appetite  had  failed  ;  she  had  a 
slight  diarrhcBa,  and  her  strength 
had  departed  rapidly.  This  morn- 
ing the  uterine  pain,  attended  with 
a  strong  expulsive  effort  like  that 
of  labor,  became  severe ;  large 
coagula  of  blood  soon  appeared, 
which  the  patient  removed  from 
the  vagina  with  her  hand$ ;  and 
these  were  soon  followed  by  pro- 
fuse hemorrhage,  which  continued 
without  intermission  until  the  pa- 
tient, exhausted  and  bloodless,  fell 
into  deep  faintings  and  was  supposed 
to  be  dying.  Cold  had  been  ap- 
plied to  the  abdomen  and  genitals, 
and  astringents  had  been  given  in- 
ternally. When  I  saw  her,  the 
hemorrhage  had  ceased  ;  her  pulse 
were  just  perceptible  at  the  wrist; 
voice  sunk  to  a  whisper  ;  face  and 
lips  bleached ;  extremities  cold ; 
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very  faiat,  bat  quiet. — Tr.  Opii 
et  01.  Cinaamom.  were  given  in 
suitable  quaatities,  and  beef-tea 
with  bread,  directed  for  food.  She 
passed  a  tolerably  comfortable 
night,  and  began  immediately  ^to 
improve,  and  continued  to  do  so 
until  April  9th,  when  she  had  ano- 
ther similar  attack  of  flooding, 
which  was  again  stopped  by  deep 
fainting. 

On  the  10th,  I  made  an  exami- 
nation per  vaginam.  The  eicres- 
ceoce  had  increased  in  size  rapidly 
since  the  last  examination.  The 
longitudinal  diameter  of  its  neck 
was  much  increased,  extending 
from  within  one  half  or  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  of  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra,  up  the  vagina  as  far 
as  tlie  examination  could  be  con- 
tinued,— probably  to  the  point 
where  it  was  found  attached  on  the 
first  examination.  The  transverse 
diameter  was  equal  to  one-fourth 
the  circumference  of  the  vagina, 
and  its  body  occupied  nearly  the 
whole  recto-vaginal  cavity,  press- 
ing the  rectum  backward,  and 
resting  on  the  perineum.  The 
body  of  the  polypus  was  divided  by 
deep  fissures  into  distinct  lobes ; — 
whether  these  fissures  extended  to 
its  base,  was  not  ascertained.  The 
texture  was  nearly  the  same  as  it 
was  when  first  examined,  though 
the  granulated  feel  was  not  so  evi- 
dent. I  now  requested  a  consulta- 
tion, and  Dr.  S.  S.  Butter,  of  East 
Berkshire,  was  called.  * 

April  1  Ith. — Saw  her  with  Dr. 
Butter.  She  appeared  rather  im- 
proved ;  strength  gaining  ;  appetite 
good  ;  bowels  free.  There  has 
been  no  hemorrhage  since  the  9th  ; 
but  the  discharge  mentioned  before 
still  continues  in  great  quantities. 
There  are  wandering  pains  in  the 
head,  back,  limbs,  abdomen,  etc. : 
the  emaciation  is  not  great,  but  the 


muscles  are  fiabby  and  the  skin 
pale  ;  pulse  about  100  ;  tongue  the 
same  as  it  ever  has  been,  smooth» 
pale,  and  shining.  The  case  pre- 
sented the  aspect  of  utter  hopeless-, 
ness.  Still  it  ivas  thought  best  not 
to  look  idly  on  ;  and  after  an  atten* 
tive  consideration  of  it  in  all  its 
bearings,  we  came  to  the  following 
conclusions  : — That,  unless  this 
diseased  structure  can  be  removed, 
the  patient  cannot  long  survive  ; — 
that,  although  all  operations  of  this 
kind  are  attended  with  more  or  less 
danger,  yet  in  this  case  there  is  lit- 
tle to  be  apprehended  ;  and  that 
the  enclosure  of  the  polypus  in  a 
ligature  may,  by  preventing  hemor- 
rhage, prolong  (if  it  does  no  more) 
the  patient's  life; — that,  if  no  more 
than  half  can  be  enclosed  in  a  liga- 
ture, the  removal  of  this  portion 
may  destroy  the  organic  life  of  the 
remainder,  and  it  oiay  be  removed 
spontaneously,  or  it  can  be  removed 
by  another  operation. ----Our  opinion 
being  communicated  to  the  patient 
and  her  friends,  they  acquiesced. 

12th. — Had  a  bad  night ;  some 
slight  hemorrhage  ;  pain  and  sense 
of  heat  in  the  pelvis,  back,  and 
loins  ;  pulse  small  and  quick;  much 
exhausted  and  restless.  After  a 
large  dose  of  Tr.  Opii  had  been 
given,  the  patient  was  laid,  upon 
the  edge  of  a  firm  seat,  her  head 
and  shoulders  being  raised  and  sup- 

Sorted  by  an  assistant,  and  her  legs 
exed  and  separated  as  far  as  con- 
venient. As  the  tumor  filled  the 
vagina,  it  was  necessary  to  dilate 
the  external  parts  somewhat ; — 
this  being  done,  a  canula,  contain- 
ing a  firm  waxed  linen  ligature, 
was  introduced  into  the  posterior 
part  of  the  vagina,  between  the 
polypus  and  the  rectum,  and  re- 
tained there.  The  bow  of  the  li- 
gature, which  was  left  large,  was 
then  thrown  over  the  anterior  and 
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inferior  portions  oftlie  t«moi*,  and. 
pushed  upon  alt  sides  round,  until 
it  passed  over  its  projecting  edge, 
as  far  up  as  it  could  be  reached. 
The  ligature  then  passed  over  the 
body  of  the  polypus  to  the  point 
of  the  caoola,  and  being  properly 
adjusted,  Was  gradually  tightenea. 
Near  the  pubis,  where  it  is  men- 
tioned the  neck  of  the  tumor  ap- 
preaches  near  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  when  the  ligature  wa^ 
tightened,  that  portion  of  the  ra-* 
gina  which  gave  oririn  to  this 
part  was  put  upon  the  stretch, 
And  the  patient  complained  of 
some  pain  and  tightness  across  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen; — this, 
however,  soon  subsided,  and  she 
was  put  into  bed  more  comforta-* 
ble  than  was  anticipated.  A 
cloth  wet  with  diluted  alcohol  was 
applied  to  the  genitals,  and  she 
^as  directed  to  take  a  IHtle  wine 
through- the  afternoon. 

18th.— Morning.  Bested  very 
Well  last  night :  more  strength  to^ 
day;  no  pain  or  soreness  about  the 
genitals^  She  was  now  ordered 
to  take  bark  land  wine,  in  such 
quantities  as  the  stomach  would 
bear,  to  use  a  nutritious  diet,  ami 
keep  the  bowels  free.  The  liga- 
ture was  tightened  a  very  little 
to-day  without  inconvenience. 

For  the  three  first  days  she 
appeared  to  be  improving ;  her 
strength  and  appetite  were  bet* 
ter,  and  she  suffered  no  inoonve'* 
nience  front  the  ligature,  though 
it  occasioned  pain  if  much  force 
was  used  in  tightening  it.  During 
this  time,  I  found  that  when  the 
force  was  so  applied  to  the  liga- 
ture that  it  acted  on  the  posterior 
part  of  the  polypus  only,  it  gave 
DO  uneasiness,  even  when  I  exert- 
ed all  the  force  I  thought  prudent. 
But  when  it  was  so  applied  as  to 
act  equally  on  each  part  of  the 


circumference  of  that  portion  of 
the  excrescence  included  in  it, 
she  complained  of  pain  like  that 
mentioned  when  the  ligature  was 
first  applied,  although  the  degree 
of  force  exerted  was  small.  To 
this,  and  the  bulk  of  the  tumor, 
was  probably  owing  the  tardy 
progress  made  by  the  ligature, 
and  the  length  of  time  it  occupied 
in  efi'ecting  its  object. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15thy 
from  the  ligature  having  been  to<> 
tightly  drawn  that  day,  there 
came  on  pain  in  the  lower  belly, 
back,  h)ins,  and  shooting  down  the 
thigh,  headach,  and  some  preter- 
natural heat.  These  symptooae 
were  soon  removed  by  loosening 
tfae  ligature,  applying  cold  to  the 
abdomen  and  genitals,  and  opening 
the  bowels  ;  and  though  she  did 
not  appear  so  well  as  during  the 
first  three  days,  yet  she  was  com- 
fortable on  the  17th,  and  continu- 
ed so  until  the  81st,  when  the 
ligature  came  away,  and  with  il 
about  one  half  the  polypus. 

On  examining  the  vagina,  I  found 
the  lower  poKion  of  it  free,  the 
upper  part  filled  with  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  polypus,  wbicb 
felt  lax  and  softer^  and  seemed  to 
have  lost  its  vital  forces.  That 
portion  of  the  vaginal  coat  from 
which  the  excrescence  htd  been 
removed,  was  thickened,  irregu- 
lar, and  a  little  tender.  &he  did 
not  complain  of  soreness  anywhere 
else.  The  patient  was  encou* 
raged,  and  appeared  rather  im- 
proved ;  it  was  evident,  however, 
that  recovery  would  not  take 
place.  The  whole  surface  was 
deadly  pale;  her  eyes  were  heavy 
and  sunken  ;  tongue  pale  and 
smooth ;  abdomen  rather  full ; 
bowels  slow  ;  nutrition  imperfect; 
and  occasional  wandering  pains  in 
difierent  parts. 
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A  oourse  of  trdatment  boviiig 
toi  lift  object  the  restHMPMion  cif 
the  digestive  /)uDC(ioa0f  and  ter 
cniiting  the  $treagtb  and  energjr 
of  the  whole  system,  was  iottitut^ 
ed.  A  weak  'solution  of  soap  t^ 
be  injected  into  the  vagiaa  while 
any  soreness  remains^  and  then  an 
iofttsioa  of  Saoguinaria  Canadensis, 
of  such  strength  as  the  parts  will 
bear. 

After  this  tioie  she  failed  gra^ 
dually  :  the  discharges  from  the 
Vagina  were  larger  in  quantity,  ^ 
a  light  whey  color,  occasionally 
tnterniixed  with  grumous  blood, 
and  so  fcBtid  that  the  atmosphere 
«f  the  patient's  house  was  hardly 
Jtolerable.  The  polypous  concre* 
tion  diminished  in  size  gradually  : 
on  the  10th  of  June,  when  the  last 
Bxamuiation  was  made,  it  was  not 
one-fourth  as  large  as  when  the 
ligature  was  removed,  and  the 
bulk  of  what  remained  was  xapid- 
ly  lessening.  At  the  same  time 
her  strength  was  failing,  though 
indeed  she  had  not  much  to  lose  : 
the  deranged  state  of  the  diges- 
tive organs  was  increasmg,  and 
the  fttgitive  pains  before  mention- 
ed gfew  more  distressing  and  ex^ 
kaosted  her  much.  I  made  a 
note  on  the  19th  of  May,  which 
states  that  she  is  very  feeble;  has 
vomited  several  times  a  day  for 
a  week-  past ;  a  two-grain  pill, 
composed  of  equal  parts  calomel 
and  soap,  that  she  has  taken  daily 
for  a  few  days  past,  has  purged 
her  much  ;  there  is  a  little  taste 
in  the  mouth;  no  appetite;  *'  trem- 
bling,'' as  she  expresses  it,  '^  at 
the  dtomaeh  ;"  skin  hot,  but  pal- 
lid ;  acute,  and  almost  intolerable 
pain,  generally  about  the  abdo- 
men, sometimes  in  the  chest,  and 
at  others  in  the  limbs  :  this  pain 
is  not  constant,  and  after  one  or- 
gan has,  Ruffered  a  few  hours,  it 


vtUl  remit  jyld  toon  appear  again 
in  Efidther  plKee*  Evef'y  day«  far 
aome  days  fitU  she  has  h^d  a  pa- 
roxysm of  fever Jr-rpulse  amall 
and  frequent ;  tangue  the  same  aa 
it  ever  has  been ;  eoraeiaftlon 
great.  Ao  emjstic  of  ipeoacuaofaa 
relieved  the  vomiting,  and  the 
heat  fbr  a  time  was  iess  ;  but  she 
had  occasional  and  disU^essieg  par 
roxysms  of  heat  as  long  as  she 
lived,  and*  a  diarrhoea  came  eti 
which  resisted  all  treatment. 

On  the  7th  of  Jueci,  she!  was 
suddenly  seized  with  severe  pain 
in,  and  great  swelling  af,  the  right 
inferior  extremity,  from  the  toes 
to  the  labium  pudendi.  I  saw 
her  scan  after  the  pain  and  swell- 
ing commenced.  The  pulse, 
tongue,  and  skin,  were  the  same 
as  they  had  been  ;  no  pain  in  any 
other  part,  except'  the  swelled 
limb,  which  was  more  than  twice 
its  natural  size,  pale,  glabrous, 
oedematous,  and  cool ;  the  pain 
was  excessively  sharp:  there  was 
no  discoloration,  nor  any  irregular 
hardness  whatever,  but  the  limb 
presented  a  perfectly  smooth  and 
equal  surface.  The  swelling  of 
this  leg  was  sudden ; — ^according 
to  the  nurse's  account,  it  was  not 
an  hour  from  the  time  it  com- 
mended before  it  had  reached  its 
exteort ; — it  should  be  remarked, 
however,  that  there  had  been  a 
bloated  mdematous  state  of  the 
feet  and  ankles  for  ardong  time. 

Blisters  applied  to  the  points 
about  which  the  parm  centred,  and 
frictions  with  aoodjfne  and  cam^ 
pfaorated  oit,  relieved  the  pain  ip 
the  leg,  or  rendered  it  from  time 
to  time  tolerable  ;  but  the  swell^ 
ing  never  subsided. 

In  this  condition,^*Hvasted  by  a 
constant  and  unControHable  diar- 
rh«a  ;  racked  with  pain  that  no- 
thing would  but  for  a  short  time 
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assuage;  destitute  almost  entirely 
of  mascolar  strength  ;  parehedi  a 
great  part  of  the  time,  with  an- 
quenchable  thirst,  and  tormented 
with  an  excessive  heat  of  surface, 
which  came  on  in  irregular  parox- 
ysms ;  without  appetite,  and  tak- 
ing but  very  little  food,  a  little 
wine,  and  an  occasional  dose  of 
opium, — life  lingered  on,  in  a 
mere  breathing  skeleton,  till  the 
9th  of  Jnly. 

An  examination  post-mortem 
could  not  be  obtained. 

Query, — did  the  local  disease, 
in  this  case,  exert  any  specific  ef- 
fect upon  the  constitotion? — if  so, 
what  was  its  nature  ? 

Narih  Troy^  Vt.^  August^  1829^ 


II. 

CRAMF  &i  THB  8T0M1CH. 

The  following  summary  of  a  paper 
in  the  Glasgow  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  is  extracted  from  the  Medi- 
cal Gazette,  The  observatiuns  were 
origioal  with  John  Macfarlane,  M.D., 
of  the  former  city,  and  since  they  are 
the  result  of  bis  experience,  may  en* 
lighten  the  views  and  serve,  perhaps^ 
to  direct  the  practice  of  others. 

Spasm  of  the  stomach,  although 
often  sudden  in  its  attack,  urgent 
in  its  symptoms,  and  alarming  ib 
its  appearance,  has  been  either 
altogether  Overlooked  by  the  ma- 
jority of  authors,  or  noticed  only 
in  the  most  cursory  manner,  as 
an  occasional  attendant  on  dys- 
pepsia. It  is,  however,  an  im- 
portant, frequently  "Occurring,  dan- 
gerous, and  sometimes  fatal  varie- 
ty of  stomachic  disease.  Its 
symptoms  are  in  general  well- 
marked  and  diagnostic.  The 
treatment  requires  to  be  prompt, 
powerful,  and  peculiar ;  and  al- 


though m  several  cases  it  may  be 
connected  with  a  previously  exist- 
ing derangement  in  the  functions 
of  the  affected  organ,  yet  in  oth- 
ers, and  these  by  no  means  rare, 
it  originates  suddenly  from  distant 
irritation,  or  without  any  previous 
morbid  indication. 

When  spasm  affects  the  sto- 
mach there  is  the  most  acute 
pain,  with  a  feeling  of  rigid  coo- 
traction,  violent  twisting  or  tear- 
ing in  the  epigastrium,  soon  fol- 
lowed by  painful  and  interrupted 
breathing,  difficult  articulation, 
pallid  countenance,  small,  hur- 
ried, and  contracted  pulse,  and 
occasionally  with  coldness  of  the 
extremities  and  rigid  contraction 
of  the  recti  abdominis  and  gas- 
trocnemii  muscles. 

In  severe  forms  of  the  disease, 
the  patient  usually  complains  of  a 
sensation  of  rigid  contraction  ^or 
drawing  together  in  the  epigastric 
region,  occasioned  by  the  inordi- 
nate contraction  of  the  muscalar 
coat  of  the  stomach,  and  occasion- 
ally prpducing  a  hard  circum- 
scribed tumor  perceptible  to 
touch.  When,  however,  the  ab- 
dominal muscles  participate  in  the 
spasm,  the  tension  and  inequality 
of  surface  produced  by  the  morbid 
contraction  of  the  recti  abdominis, 
effectually  prevent  the  discovery 
of  this  tumor.  The  diaphragm, 
it  is  presumed,  very  soon  sympa- 
thizes with  this  state  of  the  sto- 
mach, and  becomes  also  spasmo- 
dically affected,  as  the  short,  in- 
terrupted, and  highly-distressed 
respiration,  and  the  difficult  arti- 
culation, evidently  show.  Indeed, 
every  person  who  has  seen  a  vio- 
lent attack  of  this  complaint,  must 
have  observed  the  change  in  the 
respiration  which  takes  place  at 
the  height  of  the  paroxysm  ;  the 
difficulty ,  and  often  the  impotsibili- 
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tjf  orperforming  inspiration  andez- 
piralioQ  even  io  an  obstrocted  nian- 
tki^Ty  and  the  balf-suppressed  cries 
or  moans  which  the  patient  utters, 
apparently  occasioned  bj  the  ri- 
gidlj  contracted  diaphragm,  re- 
maining as  an  almost  immoveable 
partition  between  the  thorax  and 
abdomen.  If  the  hand  is  applied 
either  to  the  thorax  or  epigastri- 
um, we  can  seldom  discover  the 
alternate  elevations  and  depres- 
sions of  these  parts  indicative  of 
a  natural  state  of  breathing. 

With  respect  to  the  causes  of 
the  disease,  the  author  has  seen 
several  instances  where  it  was 
produced  by  great  mental  anxie- 
ty. In  some  cases,  where  a 
atroog  disgust  or  antipathy  exists 
to  certain  dietetic  articles,  any 
attempt  to  eat  them,  or  even 
simply  naming  them  to  the  patient, 
•has  been  followed  by  severe  spas- 
modic affections  of  the  stomach. 
But  the  cases  are,  however,  far 
more  numerous  in  which  the  dis- 
ease is  produced,  not  through  the 
influence  of  the  imagination,  but 
from  the  introduction  into  the  sto- 
mach of  some  substance,  which, 
from  peculiar  idiosyncrasy,  acts 
on  this  organ  as  a  morbid  irritant. 
In  addition  to  these  exciting  causes 
may  be  ranked,  sudden  exposure 
to  cold,  drinking  cold  liquids  while 
the  body  is  heated,  coldness  of 
the  lower  extremities,  intemper- 
ance, &c. 

^^  Females  are  more  subject  to 
this  disease  than  males,  in  the 
proportion  of  2^  to  1.  Accord- 
ingly, of  36  cases  which  I  have 
seen,  26  occurred  in  females  and 
10  in  males  ;  and  in  12  of  these, 
no  affection  of  the  stomach,  or 
other  predisposing  cause,  could 
be  discovered. — Irritation  in  the 
uterus  is  also  said  to  be  a  frequent 
cause  of  spasm  of  the  stomach. 


Cullen  says,  that  *  the  ordinary 
flow  of  the  menstrual  discharge 
retarded,  or  totally  suppressed, 
affects  the  stomach,  and  disposes 
it  to  be  affected  more  readily 
with  spasm.' " 

When  \onff  continued,  spasm  of 
the  stomach  is  apt  to  induce  in- 
flammation of  this  organ.  The 
occurrence  of  violent  haemateme- 
sis  during  a  paroxysm  of  spasm  of 
the  stomach,  probably  occasioned 
by  a  partial  laceration  of  the  in- 
ternal coat  of  that  viscus,  is  illus- 
trated by  a  case, — in  which  the 
patient  recovered. 

An  interesting  case  is  related 
where  death  took  place  in  little 
more  than  an  hour  trom  the  com- 
mencement of  the  spasm,  and 
where,  although  the  body  was  not 
allowed  to  be  examined,  the  au- 
thor thinks  the  fatal  event  was 
produced  by  laceration  of  the  sto- 
mach from  the  violence  of  the 
spasms. 

In  another  instance,  where  the 
symptoms  were  well  marked,  and 
the  history  of  which  is  given,  a 
lacerated  opening  was  found  in 
the  stomach  on  dissection,  with- 
out the  slightest  vestige  of  organ- 
ic disease,  of  gangrene,  erosion, 
or  ulceration. 

The  disease  may  prove  fatal 
without  inducing  any  lesion  of  the 
stomach,  and  an  instance  of  this 
kind  is  detailed,  wberOi  on  dissec- 
tion, the  only  morbid  appearance 
that  could  be  discovered  by  the 
most  accurate  investigation,  was 
general  softening  of  the  cerebel- 
lum, with  vascular  turgescence 
in  the  base  of  the  brain. 

ki  the  treatment  of  spasm  of 
the  stomach,  where  we  find  it 
occurring  in  individuals  whose 
general  health  has  been  impaired 
by  confinement  or  sedentary  em- 
ployments, or  who  have  suffered 
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(Vom  aoiiety,  fatigtie,  or  exhaust- 
ion, and  who  are  free  from  tto- 
machic  ailments,  the  author  has 
found  the  paroxysms  frequently 
subdued  by  a  drachm  of  sulphuric 
sther  with  50  drops  of  laudanum, 
its  good  effects  beidg  sometimes 
instantaneous ;  while  in  other 
cases  the  dose  required  to  be 
repeated  two,  three,  or  even  four 
times,  before  relaxation  of  the 
spasm  was  effected.  In  a  few 
other  cases  the  same  decisive 
results  were  obtained,  although 
the  medicine  was  speedily  reject- 
ed by  vomiting.  *^  On  one.ocea- 
sioQ,  (says  the  author,)  when  I 
was  about  to  operate  on  a  woman 
for  strangulated  hernia,  the  hus- 
band, a  stout  robust  man,  on  ac- 
count of  anxiety  for  his  wife,  was 
suddenly  seized  with  nausea  and 
slight  vomiting,  followed  by  ex- 
cruciating pain  in  the  region  of 
the  stomach,  and  the  other  symp- 
toms of  violent  spasm.  A  bladder 
containing  pounded  ice,  which  had 
been  applied  to  the  hernia,  was 
laid  over  the  epigastrium,  and 
with  (he  happiest  effects,  for  in 
less  than  five  minutes  the  pain 
was  removed.  This  application 
is  much  recommended  by  M. 
Barras  in  neuralgia  of  the  sto- 
mach ;  but  I  have'  had  no  other 
opportunity  of  trying  its  efficacy." 
When  the  attack  is  produced  by 
the  introduction  into  the  stomach 
of  some  morbid  irritant,  the 
speediest  relief  will  be  obtained 
by  the  exhibition  of  an  emetic. 

^^  I  have  in  two  cases  seen  the 
most  marked  advantage  from  ve- 
nesection ;  and  that  when,  from 
the  aspect  of  the  patients,  the 
cold  clammy  state  of  the  skin, 
and  the  feebleness  of  the  pulse, 
the  reverse  of  this  treatment 
seemed  to  be  indicated." 

When  the  recurrence  of  this 


diseUse  is  eoonected  with  func- 
tiooal  derangement  of  the  sto* 
mach,  much  benefit  is  found  from 
small  doses  of  quinine,but  especial- 
ly from  the  use  of  the  sobnitrate 
of  bismuth.  When  the  attack  is 
excited  by  depraved  intestinal  se* 
cretions,  or  by  constipation,  wfaidi 
frequently  happens,  more  benefit 
is  to  be  derived  from  mild  laxa- 
tives and  alteratives,  than  frou 
strong  or  drastic  purges.  The 
diet  should,  of  course,  be  strictlj 
attended  to,  and  such  articles  se- 
lected as  are  light  and  of  easy  di- 
gestion ;  for  wi^n  the  stomach  is 
much  stimulated,  either  by  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  the  food, 
spasmodic  excitement,  more  or 
less  powerful,  is  not  unfrequentty 
produced. 


III. 

TARTAR  ON   THE  TEETH. 

Mint  hypotheses  have  been  pub- 
lished respecting  the  nature  and 
source  of  the  earthy  material 
which  accumulates  on  the  teeth, 
termed  tartar. 

Professor  Berzelius,  in  a  work 
on  animal  chemistry,  says,  when 
it  first  settles  on  the  teeth  it  is 
mere  hardened  mucus,  and  that 
during  its  decomposition,  phos- 
phate of  Jime  is  produced,  which 
adheres  firmly  to  the  enamel. 
M.  Serres  says  that  it  is  secreted 
by  minute  distinct  glands,  and  not 
a  deposit  from  the  saliva.  Pro- 
fessor Hertz,  in  his  popular  trea- 
tise, considers  it  a  consolidated 
morbid  secretion  of  relaxed  or 
irritated  gums  ;  and  many  dentists 
attribute  it  to  decomposition  of 
animal  and  vegetable  food  lodged 
between  the  teeth.  Mr.  La 
Beaume  has  lately  asceKained, 
by  microscopical  examination,  that 
this  collection  h  produced  in  the 
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suae  oaiHier  m  coral,  bj  utmal- 
cnle  resembliiig  the  medrepa$a 
aemlaUu  Bj  aieaas  of  a  tolar  mi- 
croscope of  etrtog  magDifying 
pofrer,  we  lunre  aeea  them  ki  a 
very  livelj  Jtate  ;  and,  from  the 
cellular  orgaoizatioa  of  the  tartar, 
we  have  no  doobt  of  the  correct* 
ness  of  Mr.  La  Beaune's  theory. 
The  aaoie  has  beeo  observed  by 
Mr.  Cooper,  a  scientific  chemist 
aad  geologist  of  London.  Mr.  La 
Beaome  is  decidedly  of  opioioo 
that,  after  the  tartar,  which,  like 
eoral,  is  a  mere  nidus,  adheres 
irmly  to  the  leetfa,  the  animalcu- 
Im  barrow  into  the  teeth,  and,  by 
insiauating  themseUes  between 
the  teeth  and  gum,  occasion  dis* 
ease  in  both  ;  but  the  secretion 
from  them  is  often  so  offensive  as 
to  contaminate  the  breath.  Mr. 
La  Beaume  has  made  numerous 
experiments  with  different  mine- 
ral, vegetable,  and  animal  acid, 
and  with  alcohol,  to  ascertain 
their  effects  on  the  animalculae 
and  on  their  habitation,  and  it  is  a 
o«riotts  fact,  that  of  all  the  arti- 
cles he  has  employed,  the  true 
vimgar  acid,  (not  the  pyroligne- 
ens  acid,  which  is  now  generally 
sold  for  it,)  almost  instantaneously 
killed  the  aoimalcute,  and  acted 
powerfully  in  decomposing  the 
concretions,  so  that  they  were 
easily  removed  by  a  brush.  The 
more  powerful  acids,  in  the  same 
state  of  dilution,  and  alcohoJ< 
seemed  to  bare  IHtle  effect  on 
the  animalculsB.  In  order  to  de- 
stroy the  animalculae  and  their 
eggs,  and  to  decompose  the  pro- 
duction which  protects  them,  Mr. 
La  Beaome  recommends  the 
teeth  to  be  brushed  exery  moxn- 
iog  with  the  vtn€{gfar  acid,  (acidum 
aceticum  veruniy)  diluted  with 
rose  water,  and  immediately  af- 
terwards to  make  use  of  the  levi- 
gated areca  nut  charcoal^  as  re- 


commended by  Professor  Hertz, 
in  his  popular  Treatise  on  the 
Management  of  the  Teeth. 

The  use  of  the  diluted  acetic 
acid  every  morning  will,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  entirely  re- 
move the  tartar,  and  the  regular 
employment  of  the  areca  charcoal 
and  tincture  of  rhatany  every,  or 
every  other,  morning,  will  effec- 
tually prevent  the  generation  of 
the  animalculae. 


IV. 

WFIDXLXTT   OF   THK  MEDICAL  FaO- 
FfiSSION. 

Being  Part  of  Dr.  Jlllen's  M- 
dress  occasioned  by  tht  Death  of 
Dr.  Smith. 

You  may  be  aware,  that  the 
charge  of  utter  regardlessness  of 
religion,  and  even  of  undisguised 
infidelity,  is  often  brought  against 
the  medical  profession.  But  it 
may  be  well  doubted,  whether 
physicians  are  peculiarly  obnox- 
ious to  the  disreputable  charge. 
There  have  questionless  been 
many  infidel  physicians;  but  there 
have  been  infidels,  also,  in  other 
professions,  and  among  other  class- 
es of  men. 

If,  among  our  eminent  physi- 
cians, there  have  been  some  un- 
believers, there  have  also  been 
conspicuous  Christians  ;  such 
were,  in  foreign  countries,  Syden- 
ham, Bo«itHAAV«,  and  Haller. 
Need  I  speak  of  Ramsat,  of  South 
Carolina,  the  American  historian, 
who  was  for  many  years  a  worthy 
member  of  a  Congregational 
church,  and  who,  although  be  fell 
by  the  hand  of  a  maniac-assassin^ 
yet  died  in  the  utmost  tranquillity 
and  serenity,  relying  on  the  mercy 
of  God  through  the  blood  of  the 
Redeemer  ? — Need  I  speak  of 
Redmai«,  of  Philadelphia,  eminent 
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for  piety,  and  a  faithful  elder  of 
the  r resbyterian  chorch  ?  Much 
of  his  time  at  home  was  spent  in 
reading  pious  books,  and  in  the  of- 
fices of  devotion.  Of  death,  and 
of  the  scenes  which  await  the 
soul  in  the  world  of  spirits,  he 
was  accustomed  to  converse  with 
the  utmost  cheerfulness. — ^Need 
I  speak  of  Ridg.elt,  of  Delaware, 
.a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church, 
who  was  particularly  attentive  to 
the  moral  and  religious  education 
of  his  children,  regarding  merely 
intellectual  culture,  without  the 
discipline  of  the  passions  and  of 
the  heart,  without  efforts  to  bring 
the  jrouthful  mind  under  the  influ- 
•ence  of  virtue  and  piety,  as  only 
giving  wings  to  the  pestilence,  or 
as  putting  power  into  hands  which 
would  employ  it  for  purposes  of 
evil.  ^Hence  it  was,  that  he  ear- 
nestly recommended  to  his  child- 
ren, and  to  all  around  him,  the 
diligent  study  of  the  word  of  God. 
— Need  I  speak  of  the  illustrious 
Rush,  who  deemed  riches  and 
fame  as  incomparably  less  valua- 
ble than  the  religious  principles 
which  he  received  from  his  pa- 
rents, and  who  was  accustomed, 
at  the  close  of  every  day,  to  read 
in  his  family  a  chapter  of  the  Bi- 
ble, and  then  to  address  God  in 
prayer  ? — Need  I  speak  of  Moif- 


80N,  the  head  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Connecticut,  religious  io 
youth  and  religious  in  old  age,  who 
could  be  the  spiritual  teacher  of 
hig  sinking  patient,  and  wasaccas- 
tomed,  at  his  bedside,  to  com- 
mend his  departing  soul  to  the 
mercy  of  God,  and  who  himself 
died  in  the  triumphs  of  Ghristiaa 
hope  ? — Need  I  speak  of  Bo  wen, 
of  Providence,  who  himself  suf- 
fered for  years  an  agonizing  dis- 
ease, but  who  found  in  the  sublime 
doctrines  and  gracious  promiaes 
of  the  gospel,  the  support  and  con- 
solation which  the  sufferer  caa 
derive  from  no  other  source  ;  and 
who  passed  through  the  fiery  fur- 
nace to  come  out,  as  his  friends 
are  persuaded,  like  gold  from  the 
hands  of  the  refiner,-— dying  with 
a  humble,  cheerful  reliance  on 
the  blood  of  the  Redeemer  ? — 
Or  need  I  speak  of  our  own 
Mitchell,  of  Maine,  whose  de- 
parture from  the  earth  was  not 
through  the  lingering  pains  of  the 
sick-bed,  but  sudden  as  the  light- 
ning-glance from  heaven;  and  who, 
by  his  habitual  ardent  piety,  by 
the  manifestations  of  a  heart  at 
all  times  kindled  by  the  truths 
and  hopes  of  the  gospel,  teemed 
to  be  always  ready  to  wing  his 
flight  to  another  and  a  better 
world  ? 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY/  AUGUST  25,  1829. 


MKDICAL  PROSECUTIONS. 

The  folio  vifing  case  appears  to  be 
one  of  considerable  interest  to  the 
profession  iu  this  couutry,  as  well  as 
abroad. — Mr.  Van  Butchell,  a  sur- 
geon in  London,  performed  an  ope- 
ration, probably  for  stricture  of  the 
rectum,  though   this  la  not  stated. 


The  patient,  however,  died  ;  and  on 
examination,  the  intestine  was  found 
to^ave  received  considerable  injury. 
Mr.  Van  B.  was  tried  for  manslaugh- 
ter,  but  acquitted.  The  following  is 
a  part  of  Mr.  Baron  Bullock's  charge 
to  the  jury  : — 

^'  If  such  an  indictment  couiJ  be 
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sapported,  in  the  total  absence  of  all 
oTidence  of  want  of  tkill  or  neglect, 
because  an  operation  failed,  the  con- 
sequences would  be  most  serioas, 
whether  the  operation  was  performed 
by  a  regular  or  an  irregular  surgeon ; 
4ind  surely  it  would  be  moist  unjust 
to  prosecute  a  roan  who  might  be  a 
skilful  and  clever  practitioneri  upon 
the  unsuccessful  result  of  a  dangerous 
operation,  because  he  was  not  licens- 
ed, and  not  fortunate  enough  to  pos- 
sess the  sanction  and  authority  of  a 
certain  body  in  this  town.  If  such 
a  doctrine  could  be  maintained,  very 
many  persons  in  remote  parts  would 
be  unable  to  procure  any  assistance  ; 
for  who  would  exercise  their  best 
skill,  of  whatever  quality  it  might  be, 
if  in  the  case  of  failure  they  were  to 
be  subjected  to  an  indictment  for 
murder  or  manslaughter  ?  It  was 
aomewbat  remarkable  that  there  was 
not  a  single  decision  on  the  point, 
which  must  show  that  all  the  must 
eminent  lawyers  had  strong  doubts 
of  the  propriety  of  such  prosecutions, 
and  that  it  was  their  uniform  opinion. 
They  were  not  for  the  first  time  to 
be  told  that  operations  would  fail ; 
but  it  was  too  much  to  say  that,  be- 
cause they  failed,  the  parties  were  to 
be  subjected  to  a  prosecution.  What 
had  been  quoted  from  Blackstona 
was,  in  fact,  a  copy  of  what  Lord 
Hale  had  said  of  cases  of  this  de- 
scription ;  but  the  words  of  bis  lord- 
ship would  not  bear  a  construction 
unfavorable  to  the  person  accused  ;  * 
it  went  to  a  direct  and  opposite  ten- 
dency. The  words  of  his  lordship 
were,  ^  If  a  physician  gives  a  person 
a  potion  without  any  intent  of  doing 
him  any  bodily  hurt,  but  with  an  in- 
tent to  care  or  prevent  a  disease, 
and,  contrary  to  the  expectation  of 
the  physician,  it  kills  him,  this  is  no 
homicide ;  and  the  like  of  a  chirur- 
geon  ;  and  I  hold  that  ophiion  to  be 
erroneous,  that  thiuketh  if  he  be  no 
licensed  chirurgeon  or  physician  that 
occasioneth  this  mischance,  that  then 
it  is  felony ;  for  physic  and  salves 
were  before  licensed  physicians  and 


chirurgeons,and  therefore,  if  they  be 
not  licensed  according  to  the  statutes 
of  King  Henry  Ylll.,  they  are  sub- 
ject to  the  penalties  in  those  statutes ; 
but  God  forbid  that  any  mischance 
of  this  kind  should  make  any  person 
not  licensed,  guilty  of  mnrder  or 
manslaughter.*  Cases  might  and 
did  occur,  where  the  parties  recover- 
ed damages  in  a  civil  action  for  un- 
skilful conduct ;  bul  God  forbid  that 
any  person,  under  such  circum- 
stances, should  be  subjected  to  an 
indictment  for  murder  or  manslaugh- 
ter ;  for,  in  that  case,  many  would 
die  for  want  of  help,  the  helpersrwell 
knowing  that,  if  they  failed,  they 
would  be  liable  to  such  an  indictf- 
meut.^' 

The  justice  of  these  remarks  is 
almost  self-evident;  but  it  appears 
to  us  that  the  same  general  principles 
of  equity  which  protect  physicians  in 
indictments  in  such  cases,  ought  to 
be. their  safeguard,  also,  in  civil  suits, 
brought  by  the  party  who  was  the 
subject  of  treatment,  or  by  his  friends, 
when  that  treatment  has  been  unsuc- 
cessful, or  the  practitioner  has  de- 
ceived himself  in  the  diagnosis  of  a 
disease.  Of  this  species  of  trial  we 
have  had  some  examples  in  this 
country  ;  and  they  ought  to  be  most 
strongly  discountenanced,  both  with- 
in and  without  the  limits  of  the  pro- 
fession. As  an  example  of  the 
ground  on  which  such  prosecutions 
have  been  instituted,  we  will  suppose 
the  following  case  : — An  individual 
of  respectable  talents  and  with  a 
good  medical  education,  heroically 
devotes  himself  to  the  arduous  and 
unthankful  duties  of  a  country  prac- 
tice. Extending  his  labors  ovjsr  an 
undefined  and  almost  unlimited  ter- 
ritory, he  drives  and  is  driven  from 
house  to  house,  from  village  to  vil- 
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lagt,  1^  day  and  by  iiigfat|  from 
year's  end  to  year's  eed,  and  is  grudge 
iogly  rewarded  in  retnra  with  a  bare 
subsistence  for  himself  and  his  fami- 
ly. In  the  mean  tiaiei  be  sees  scarce 
more  practice  in  a  month,  than  a 
prac^tioner  in  town  can,  with  fair 
opportunities,  witness  in  a  dayj 
knows  little  of  the  improvements 
taking  place  in  his  art ;  and  hardly 
hears  of,  much  less  sees,  a  hospital. 
After  proceeding  in  this  manner  for 
ten  years, — time  enough  to  rust  out 
all  the  knowledge  he  ever  possessed, 
—be  is  suddenly  presented  with  a 
difficult  surgical  .case,  perhaps  ex- 
tremely obscure  in  its  nature,  and 
requiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
<lhe  statc(  of  parts  for  its  treatment. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  forms 
(the  best  diagnosis  in  bis  power,  and 
treats  the  case  accordingly.  The 
result  proves  that  the  diagnosis  was 
incorrect,  and  the  treatment  injudi- 
cious ;  the  patient  is  rendered  a  crip« 
pie  for  life,  whereas  if  the  case  bad 
been  understpod,  he  might  have  been 
restored  to  health  and  strength.  In 
consequence,  a  suit  is  instituted 
against  the  physician,  and  the  dar 
mages  are  laid  at  what  the  injured 
party  might  have  earned,  if  in  good  * 
health,  over  and  above  his  probable 
earnings  in  his  present  state  ;  for  this, 
if  anything,  is  the  amount  of  injury 
inflicted.  If  claims  like  this  were 
once  admitted,  what  would  be  the 
consequence?  Not,  certainly,  that 
physicians  would  become  wjser  or 
better  informed  than  at  present ;  but 
that,  in  emergencies  such  as  we  have 
mentioned,  they  would  refuse  to  act 
at  All,  rather  than  incur  a  responsibi- 
lity so  dangerous.     We  have  adopted 


m  parttcttlar  atatemeAt  of  facta  in  ike 
above  supposition,  because  similar 
facts  aro  knowi^  to  have  happened 
within  no  long  interval  of  time.  The 
principle,  however,  applies  equally 
to  surgical  eperatioas  which  have 
been  unskitfolly  performed  and  fol- 
lowed by  death.  1* be  idea  of  mak- 
ing the  physician  responsible,  either 
in  bis  property  or  his  person,  for  the 
event  of  his  well-meant  endeavors  to 
save  the  life  of  his  patient,  is  perfect- 
ly barbarous,  and  wholly  unworthy 
of  a  civilized  people. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  althoogh 
the  regularly  educated  and  licensed 
practitioner  should  be  exempted  from 
this  responsibility,  such  protection  is 
not  due  to  the  ignorant  charlataa 
who  poisons  with  his  drugs,  or  to  the 
untaught  operator  who  murders  with 
his  knife.  But  as  the  principle  avow- 
.ed  by  Lord  Hale,  goes  to  the  extent 
of  protecting  these,  also,  in  their  per- 
sons, it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  justice 
can  refuse  them  the  same  privil^g^ 
in  rfigard  to  their  property.  It  i^ 
still  the  quo  aaimo,  the  imentioo  of 
the  party,  which  forms  the  distinction 
between  crime  and  innocence,  be- 
tween benevolence  and  malice.  He 
who  employs  a  pbysiciaa  knowing 
him  to  be  ignorant,  or  even  not 
knowing  him  to  be  learned,  since 
those  who  have  received  a  regular 
education  can  always  procure  cre- 
dentials to  that  effect,  does  it  at  his 
own  risk,  and  ought  to  be  responsi- 
ble for  the  consequences. 

Another  circumstance,  too,  ought 
not  to  pass  unnoticed, as  it  goes  very 
pointedly  to  d^oontemmce  medical 
prosecutions  and  suits  for  malprac- 
tice.   It  is  the  extreme  difficulty,—- 
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te  nupofsibiliiy  ta  lotne  cases^-— of 
deciding,  even  in  a  court  of  law, 
what  malpraxis  is ;  whether  an  ope- 
ratioa  has  beea  done  well  or  ill ; 
whether  the  uafortuoate  result  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  bad  conduct  of  the 
knife,  or  the  injudicious  administra- 
tioQ  of  the  drug.  This  difficulty  has 
its  foundatioD  in  the  uocertainty  of 
the  healing  art ;  and  as  this  uncer- 
tainty mast,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
always  exist,  there  can  be  Uo  hope 
thai  the  difficulty  will  ever  be  re- 
Boved.  Scarce  a  trial  is  on  record 
which  does  not  show  it  in  strong  re- 
lief! Take,  for  ezatnplts,  the  last  of 
which  we  have  any  account*  It  oc- 
curred at  Troy,  in  the  State  of  New* 
'Tork«-^A  medical  gentleman,  by 
name  M'Lellan,  was  prosecuted  for 
malpractice  as  a  surgeon  ;  he  having 
employed  permanent  extension  of  the 
limb*  IB  a  case  of  fracture,  whereas 
the  patient,  being  crippled,  imagined 
it  owing  entirely  to  the  method  pur- 
sued by  this  medical  attendant. 
Frtende  were,  not  wanting  to  urge 
the  correctness  of  this  notion,  and 
assure  him  '^  that  a  fixed  position  of 
the  knee  joint  was  the  best,  and  only 
safe  and  proper  position  of  the  limb, 
in  cases  of  this  kind.'^ — At  the  trial, 
three  of  the  profession  testified  that 
the  mode  of  treatment  adopted  in  the 
case  was  erroneous,  and  productive 
of  injury  to  the  patient ;  and  three 
others  made  a  statement  precisely 
the  reverse.  A  week  wtis  occupied 
in  the  proceedings,  and  the  result 
was,  a  verdict  of  six  cents  for  the 
defendant. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  profession  to 
prevent,  if  possible,  occurrences  so 
degrading  to  tbeic  character;  aad 


tbb  can  only  be  accomplishedf  by 
their  uniibrm  determination,  when 
called  upon  in  dbabtful  cases,  to  give 
the  most  favorable  views  of  the  con- 
duct of  each  ether.  Unless  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  are  fully 
known,  and  show  that  the  practition- 
er acted  in  defiance  of  all  authority, 
another  physician  is  not  bound  in 
duty  to  condema  his  proceeding  ^ 
and  he  who  does  so,  seems  to  us  nei- 
ther to  consult  the  dignity  of  the 
body  to  which  he  belongs,  nor  his 
ewn  eventual  interest. 


NEW    MODE    OF    OBTAININO  THE    SUL- 
PHATE OF  QUININfi. 

The  following  mode  of  preparing 
this  valuable  medicioe,  lately  pro* 
posed  by  M.  Cassola,  seems  to  b& 
far  less  expensive  and  troublesome 
than  the  one  usually  entployed. 

Two  pounds  of  powdered  yellow 
bark  are  boiled,  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour«  in  a  pint  of  water,  in  whicb 
one  ounce  and  a  half  of  caustic  pot- 
ash has  been  dissolved.  The  decoo* 
tion  is  filtered  and  expressed,  and 
water  poured  on  the  remainder  as 
long  as  it  is  colored  by  it.  The  re- 
siduum is  now  boiled  for  twenty  mi- 
nutes in  twelve  pinU  of  water,  to 
which  an  ounce  of  sulphuric  acid 
has  been  added  ;  the  decoction  is  fil- 
tered and  washed  as  before,  and  the 
remainder  boiled  in  the  same  quanti- 
ty of  water,  with  a  drachm  of  sulphu- 
ric acid.  The  acidulated  decoctions 
are  now  mixed,  and  powdered  chalk 
added  to  them,  in  order  to  saturate 
tbe  excess  of  acid,  and  to  precipitate 
the  coloring  matter  ^  the  fluid  is  fil- 
tered, and  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
sqbcarbonate  of  potash  added  to  it ; 
the  precipitate  is  collected,  Hashed, 
and  boiled,  in  six  times  its  weight  of 
alcohol,  at  40  deg. ;  tbe  decoction 
being  filtered  and  evaporated  to  one- 
third,  five  times  the  quantity  of  wat^ 
is  added  to  tbe  rest,  and  all  tbe  alco« 
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hoi  drWen  off  by  a  gentle  heat.  The 
quinine  is  now  saturated  with  a  few 
drops  of  sulphuric  acid,  by  the  ad* 
mixture  of  which  the  fluid  becomes 
perfectly  clear,  aud  is  filtered  almost 
in  a  boiling  state,  after  a  small  quan* 
tity  of  chalk  has  been  added.  As 
soon  as  the  fluid  cools,  the  sulphate 
of  quinine  is  deposited  in  white  aci- 
cular  crystals. — Gazette  de  SaniS. 


New  Mode  of  administenng  Qui" 
^tme.^-'FoQT  cases  of  facial  neuralgia, 
which  resisted  the  ordinary  treat- 
ment, yielded  to  the  administration 
of  one  grain  of  powdered  quinine,  in 
two  grains  of  snuff,  mixed  and  used 
as  common  snuff.  This  dose  was 
always  sufficient,  and  in  from  two  to 
three  days  the  patients  were  cured, 
as  if  by  enchantment.  The  cases 
occurred  to  Dr.  Richet,  of  Metz,  and 
Are  related  in  his  thesis  presented  to 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Strasbourg. 


Dropsy  of  the  Pericardium, — The 
London  Medical  and  Physical  Jour- 
nal for  May  last,  contains  an  account 
of  a  case  of  dropsy  of  the  pericardi- 
um, by  F.  W.  Wood,  Esq.,  in  which 
the  pericardium  contained  two  quarts 
of  a  perfectly  limpid,  fluid.  We  may 
mention,  also,  that  ^'  the  outer  coat 
of  the  pericardium  had  a  thin  shining 
appearance,  whilst  on  the  inside  were 
deposited  layers  of  cpagulable  lymph 
resembling  the  rugae  on  the  stomach 
of  the  cow.  The  heart  was  also  co- 
lored with  a  similar  deposit ;  its  pa- 
rtetes  were  much  thickened,  and  it  ap- 
peared as  if  fore-shortened,  the  apex 
being  pressed  upwards.  In  the  lef^ 
ventricle  was  a  portion  of  coagulable 
lymph,  of  a  yellow  sisy  appearance, 
of  nearly  an  ounce  weight.  The 
carneae  coluronas  were  much  enlarg- 
ed ;  the  valves  free  from  any  appa- 
rent disease.  The  structure  of  the 
lungs  Ifes  perfectly  unimpaired.'' 

Singular  Treatment  of  Tetanus. 
— The  following  extraordinary  prac- 
tice for  the  cure  of  this  disease,  pre- 
vails amongst  the  inhabitaaU  of  the 


Tonga  or  Friendly  Island^  m  the 
South  Pacific  Ocean  ;  among  whom, 
it  is  said,  that  traumatic  tetanus  pre- 
vails to  a  great  extent. — It  consists 
in  producing  a  considerable  degree 
of  irritation  in  the  urethra,  and  dis- 
charge of  blood,  by  the  introdaction 
of  a  reed  of  proper  size,  for  some 
distance  into  the  canal ;  and^  when 
the  case  is  very  violent,  a  cord  is 
passed  along  the  urethra,  and  carried 
through  the  perineum.  The  two 
ends  are  then  occasionally  pulled  to 
and  fro,  inducing  great  pain  and  a 
copious  hemorrhage,  with  much 
swelling  and  inflammation  of  the  pe- 
nis. Two  cures  of  confirmed  teta- 
nus are  related  by  a  gentleman  of 
tho  name  of  Mariner,  to  Professor 
Chapman,  of  Pennsylvania,  as  having 
been  performed  by  this  strange  and 
unpromising  practice.  The  mode 
may  suggest  a  principle  capable  of 
improvement. — Lancet, 

Mesmerism. — Amongst  the  stories 
which  are  reviving  in  Paris,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  operation  wbicd  we 
lately  mentioned  as  having  been  per- 
formed by  M.  Cloquet  on  a  female, 
while  supposed  to  be  in  a  state  of 
insensibility  from  '^^  magnetic  influ- 
ence," is  one  of  a  madman,  who, 
some  years  ago,  it  is  alleged,  request- 
ed and  suffered  another  madman  to 
cut  off  his  head.  The  operator  pro- 
ceeded slowly,  with  a  very  bad  knife, 
but  the  patient  submitted  quietly,  and 
without  uttering  a  cry. — Another  sto- 
ry is,  that  a  female,  who  was  in 
the  Salpetriere  two  years  since, 
used  to  devour  her  own  flesh  until 
every  part  of  the  body  which  she 
could  get  at  was  terribly  mutilated. 
— A  third  account  is  given  of  a  fe- 
male, named  De  Barre,  who  nailed 
herself  to  a  cross,  and  remained 
there  an  honr,  ^'  with  a  tranquil  air, 
her  eyes  frequently  closed,  speaking 
first  to  one,  then  to  another,  and 
saying  that  it  was  very  pleasant.^ 
But,  generally  speaking,  the  French 
are  very  sceptical  as  to  M.  Cloquet^s 
case.  "  There  is,  however,  aa  ofiicial 
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disctnsioff  oow  proceeding)  which 
wilt  uDdoubtedly  produce  the  same 
result  as  the  commission  which  was 
appointed  in  the  better  days  of  ani- 
mal magnetism  in  London. 

By  far  the  most  interesting  of  the 
cases  which  have  yet  occurred  in  the 
practice  of  animal  magnetizers,  are 
those  in  which  the  patients  have  been 
females,  and  pregnancy  one  of*  the 
results.  This  curious  effect,  at  one 
time,  made  magnetizing  a  highly  po- 
pular operation. — lb. 

Ctmuptiont. — In  a  memoir  on  the 
influence  of  the  seasons,  climates, 
periods  of  labor  and  repose,  abuu- 
dance  or  scarcity  of  provisions,  and 
social  habits,  on  the  number  of  con- 
ceptions in  women,  M.  Yillerme 
states  as  one  of  his  conclusions,  that 
the  six  months  of  the  year  in  which 
there  are  the  most  births,  occur  in 
the  following  order  : — February, 
March,  January,  April,  November, 
September.  These  refer  the  con- 
ceptions to  the  months  of  May,  June, 
April,  July,  February,  and  March. 
He  regards  the  same  agent  which 
produces  marsh  miasm,  as  amongst 
the  greatest  obstacles  connected  with 
climate,  (and  therefore,  indeed,  with 
season,)  to  fertility.  In  the  year 
1817,  one  of  great  scarcity  of  provi- 
sions in  the  eastern  part  of  France, 
a  diminution  of  the  number  of  con- 
ceptions by  one  half  of  the  ordinary 
number,  was  a  very  marked  result. 

Bleeding  from  Leeeh4fites, — Many 
remedies  have  been  made  public. 
Dr,  Lowenhardt,  of  Berlin,  adds  ano- 
ther, which  he  mentions  as  being 
successful  and  siajpie :  it  is  that  of 
drawing  the  edges  of  the  wound  to- 
gether with  a  fine  needle  and  thread  ; 
the  thread  being  passed  through  the 
cuticle  only,  no  pain  is  occasioned, 
and  the  bleeding  is  at  once  suppressed. 

Iodine  in  Gout, — This  medicine 
has  been  repeatedly  employed  with 
Msccess  in  gout,  by  M.  Grendrin,  the 
Editor  of  the  Joum.  Gin.  de  Mid. 
He  applies  it  externally  and  internal- 


ly in  frictions,  vapor,  tinctures,  alka- 
line solution,  and  enema.  He  has 
tried  it  in  aboat  thirty  cases,  and  in 
every  one  of  them  the  patients  were 
either  cured  in  a  few  days,  or  their 
condition  rapidly  ameliorated.  In 
no  instance  has  he  found  it  produc- 
tive of  injurious  effects. 

Dreesers, — In  all  the  Italian  ho^* 
pitals  there  are  a  number  of  young 
men,  from  20  to  SO,  who  perform 
almost  the  same  functions  as  the 
dressers  in  the  London  hospitals,  but 
live  in  the  institution,  and  are  lodged 
and  fed  at  the  expense  of  govern- 
ment. They  receive  about  three 
shillings  a  month  salary. 

Connected  with  this  process  in 
the  above  hospitals,  is  a  peculiar 
method  of  using  adhesive  straps. — 
The  strap  is  cut  very  broad  at  the 
extremities,  and  narrow  in  the  cen- 
tre, so  that  it  is  enabled  to  take  a 
firm  hold  of  the  edges  of  the  wound, 
and  exert  a  considerable  power  to 
retaining  them  in  contact;  whil» 
large  spaces  are  left  between  eacb 
slip  in  the  middle,  which  permiu  the 
free  discharge  of  the  pus  and  liga- 
tures.—Ifed,  and  Phys.  Journal. 

The  Sun-fower.^li  is  said  the 
seeds  of  the  common  sunflower  will 
yield  from  5  to  7  quarts  of  oil  to  the 
bushel ;  and  that  this  oil  is  equal  to 
that  prepared  from  olives  as  a  condi- 
ment, to  sperm  oil  in  clamping,  aad 
to  linked  oil  in  paiuting.  The  slocks 
are  a  good  substitute  for  hemp  in 
manufacturing  pack-thread,  and  the 
young  flower-cups  are  not  inferior  to 
the  artichoke  as  an  article  of  diet. 


Sketches. — Our  foreign  journals 
arrived  too  late  to  be  of  use  in  this 
number  of  the  Journal. 


EEPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 
The  week  eading  August  14,  at  boob. 
Of  canker,  1— canker  in  Uke  boweb,  2— cob- 
•umptioB,  6--^nTiilaiooe,  2— childbed,  l-^dy- 
tentenr,  2— hooping-coofh,  1— neaalee,  2— 
mortification,  2— tjphooa  fever,  1.  Males,  12 
^females,  9.    ToUl,  21. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

A  COURSE  of  Private  Instraction,  for 
the  educmtiao  of  Medical  Students, 
irill  be^tD  an  the  Ist  of  September  next, 
under  the  direction  of  the  sabtcribera. 
The  students  will  be  reg^ularlj  examined 
and  instructed.  They  will  have  an  op- 
portunity of  attending'  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  practice  and  operations  in  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital;  and 
Cilinical  Lectures  will  be  given  to  them 
occasionally. 

Further  information  on  the  tubjeet  may 
be  obtained  by  application  to  either  of 
iiie  subscriben. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEO.  HAYWARD, 
ENOCH  HALE,  Jr. 
Boston,  Aug.  17,  1829.         aug^S— 3t 

•  MEMOIRS  OF  DR.  GOOD. 

JUST  published  and  for  tale  by  CAR^ 
TER  &  HENUEE,  Memoirs  of  the 
Life,  Writings,  and  Character,  Literary, 
Professional,  and  Religious,  of  the  late 
JoHV  MasoitOood,  M.D.  F.R.S.  F.R.8.U 
Mem.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  and  F.L.S.  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, &C.  kc.  &c.  By  Olihthus 
O&KGo&T,  LL.D.  Aug.  11. 

NEW  LONDON  WORK. 

JUST  received,  by  CARTER  &  HEN- 
DEE,  comer  of  Washington  and 
^hool  streets,  A  Chemical  Catechism; 
in  which  the  Elements  of  Chemistry,  with 
the  recent  discoveries  in  the  Science,  are 
clearly  and  fully  explained.  Illustrated 
by  Notes,  EUigravings  and  Tables,  and 
containing  an  Appendix  of  select  Experi- 
ments, ftc.  By  Thomas  Graham,  M.D. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  London,  &c.  ftc. 

C.  &  H.  have  also  just  received.  Ele- 
ments of  Chemistry.  By  Ajidrsw  Ftfb, 
M.D.  F.R.S.E. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 
"  I^OPAIVA  may  be  given  in  this  form 

Vy  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communieating  taste,  nor  impart- 
ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach  ;  and  I  am  informed 


by  Dr.  Roflbean,  that  in  laife  dotes  tt 
does  not  puige,"— PAsi  Journal  ^f  Mtd. 

Sciences* 
See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  18th. 

oii:.  OF  wiACK  pcmft. 

This  is  a  much  more  aetive  preparation 
of  Piperine.  One  drop  is  iblly  equal  to 
six  grains  of  the  latter.  It  is  a  valnabie 
adjunct  to  Quinine.  One  or  two  drops, 
adddd  to  six  grains,  will  greatly  increaae 
the  efiicacy  of  that  medicine. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVtS,  188 
Washington  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  teima  ms 
at  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eoptfl 

MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKE. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER ft  HENDEE,^A  Memmr  of 
EnwAitA  A.  HoLTOKX,  M.D.  LL.D.,  pre- 
pared in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 

Carter  k  Hendee  have  just  received  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
No  8,  August,  182^.— C.  ft  H.  receive 
subi»crtption8  for  this  valuable  work,  and 
am  supply  the  numbers  from  its  com- 
mencement. Aug.  18. 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES 
will  commence  on  the  first  Thun- 
day  in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 

weel^s. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  by  H.  H. 
CuiLna,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Phjsiology,  J.  D.  Wxlu, 
M.D. 

MedicalJurisprudence,  S.  W. Williams, 
M.D. 

Theoretical  and  Operative  Snigery,  8* 
Whitx,  M.D.  and  S.  P.  Whitx,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica,  Pharmapy  and  Obate- 
trics,  C.  B.  CovsNTRT,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  Botany,  Mineralogy  and  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  C.  Dxwt,  M.D. 

Matriculation  ticket,  #3.  Fee  for  Lee- 
tures,  f  40.  Library  ticket,  f  1.  Gradu- 
ation,  $  15,50.  Board,  including  wash- 
ing, lodging  and  room,  f  1,75  a  week. 

PitUfiM,  Jtf^  22,  1829.     aug4tseptaO 


Pabli^ed  weekly,  by  Jobr  Cottom,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  e(mMianio«ti«fii«  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  aanom,  if 
psid  in  ad?«Mse,  tfcr««  deHars  and  a  half  ifaot  paid  within  three  months*  and  ibar  doUan  if 
net  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  Ibr  this  is  the  sane  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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MEDICAL   PRACTICE    IN  CONSTANTl- 
NOPLB. 

Jhaeribtd  in  a  Letter  t0  Dr.  Gre" 
i^ory,  by  R.  IL  Madden^  Esq.f 
a  Profesmnal  Travefkr  in  Tuv" 
hey. 

G«utaiUiDO|ile,  Oct.  26, 1824. 

Dbar  SiR,*-^Ttie  practice  of  pbj-* 
sic  in  this  country  is  of  so  extraoF- 
dKnary  a  nature^  that  I  presume  yoa 
wiU  take  some  interest  in  the  his* 
torf  of  its  absurdity. 

There  are  about  fifty  medical 
practitioners  in  Constantinople, 
principally  Franks,  from  Italy  and 
Malta,  and  a  few  Ionian  Greeks, 
Armenians,  and  Copts;  of  this 
number  there  are,  perhaps,  five 
regularly  educated  physicians,  and 
two  of  these  are  English  gentle** 
lEien,  highly  respected  both  ny  the 
Turks  and  Franks.  Every  v^edieo 
has  his  allotted  quarter ;  he  beats 
this  ground  daily  in  pursuit  of  pa- 
tients, and  visits  all  the  coffee- 
houses in  the  district  with  a  Greek 
irogfuman^  as  interpreter,  at  his 
beels,  whose  occupation  is  to  scent 
out  sickness,  and  to  extol  the  doc- 
tor. They  are  ever  to  be  found  on 
the  most  public  bench  of  the  coffee- 
shop,  smoking  with  profound  gravi- 
ty, and  prying  into  the  features  of 
those  around  them  for  a  symptom 
of  disease.  I  confess  I  bad  to  de- 
scend to  this  degradation  to  get 
practice,  in  order  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  domestic  customs 
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of  the  people.  The  first  day  my 
droguenan,  who  had  just  left  the 
service  of  a  Roman  doctor,  and  had 
been  practising  on'hia  own  account 
since  his  discharge  (fot  all  drogue- 
men  beecMae  doctors),  took  upon 
him  to  teach  me  my  professional 
duty,  which  he  made  to  consist  in 
never  giving  advice  before  I  got 
my  fee, — in  never  asking  questions 
of  the  sick, — and  in  never  giving 
intelligible  answers  to  the  friends  ; 
I  was  to  look  for  symptoms  only  in 
the  pulse  ;  I  was  to  limit  my  prog-' 
nam  to  three  words.  In  ShalWi^ 
or '«  Please  the  Lord,"  for  doubt- 
ful cases;  and  AUackharim!  or 
<^  God  is  great !"  for  desperate 
ones.  I  took  my  post  in  the  coffee- 
shop,  had  mj  pipe  and  coffee,  while 
my  drogueman  entered  into  conver- 
sation with  the  Turks  about  us. 
I  soon  heard  him  narrating  a  history 
of  a  miraculous  cure,  which  he  had 
seen  me  perform  some  days  before, 
on  the  body  of  a  dying  Effendi;  how 
I  had  taken  out  bis  liver,  and  put 
it  in  again,  after  scraping  off  the 
disease,  and  how  the  patient  got 
well  the  next  day,  and  gave  me 
five  purses.  I  was  exceedingly 
annoyed  ;  but  the  fellow  seemed 
to  mind  my  anger  little,  and  even 
reproved  '*  my  want  of  prudence" 
with  a  frown. 

Now,  the  only  thing  that  could 
have  given  oririn  tp  ^^  the  scraping 
of  the  man's  liver,"  &c.,  was  ray 
having  opened  a  boil  in  his  own 
back  the  day  before*     The  Turks 
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swullowed  this  stoiy ;  had  it  been 
inx>re  marvellous,  it  would  have 
been  still  easier  digested:  one  turn- 
ed up  bis  eyes,  and  said,  ''there 
was  but  ooe  God  ;^'  another  praised 
my  skill,  and  cried,  ''  Mahomet  is 
the  friend  of  God  !"    The  latter 

Kntleman  held  out  his  wrist  to 
ve  his  pulse  felt,  and  said,  in  a 
very  civil  tone  of  voice,  Guehl, 
giaour^ — '*  Come,  you  dog."  This 
endearing  epithet  Turks  consider 
ought  not  to  give  an  infidel  offence, 
because  it  is  more  a  man's  misfor- 
tune than  his  fault  to  be  born  ''  a 
Christian,"  and  consequently  '*  a 
dog." 

My  Greek,  whose  familiarity 
was  very  offensive,  (and  it  is  a  na- 
tional  fault,)  now  whispered  in  my 
ear,  ''  No  bite,  that  fellow  never 
pays."  I  gave  the  man,  however, 
my  advice,  and  got  a  cup  of  coffee 
in  return. 

A  welUdressed  man,  who  had 
been  sitting  by  my  side  in  silence 
for  half  an  hour,  at  last  recollected 
he  had  a  wife  or  two  unwell,  and 
very  gravely  asked  me  "what  I 
would  cure  a  sick  woman  for  ?" — 
It  was  a  question  to  delight  the 
soul  of  Abernethy.  I  inquired  her 
malady, — "  she  was  sick."  In 
what  manner  she  was  affected, — 
"why, 'she  could  not  eat."  On 
these  premises  I  was  to  undertake 
to  cure  a  patient,  who,  for  aught  I 
knetv,  might  be  at  that  moment  in 
articulo  mortis.  I  could  not  bring 
myself  to  drive  the  bargain  ;  so  I 
left  my  enraged  drogueman  to  go 
through  that  pleasing  process.  I 
heard  him  ask  a  hundred  piastres, 
and  heard  him  swear  by  his  father's 
.  head  and  his  molher^s  soul,  that  I 
never  took  less  :  however,  after 
nearly  an  hour's  haggling,  I  saw 
fifty  put  into  his  hand ;  and  the  pro- 
mise of  a  hundred  more,  when  the 
patient  got  well,  1  saw  treated 


with  the  contempt  which,  in  point 
of  fact,  it  deserved.  No  man 
makes  larger  promises  than  a  Turk 
in  sickness,  and  no  mau  is  so  re- 
gardless of  them  in  convalescence. 
I  visited  my  patient,  whom  I  af- 
terwards found  both  old  and  ugly  ; 
but  I  was  doomed,  on  the  first  oc-- 
casion,  to  see  no  part  of  her  form  ; 
she  insisted  on  my  ascertaining  her 
disease  with  a  door  between  us,  she 
being  in  one  room  and  I  in  another: 
the  door  was  ajar,  and  her  head, 
enveloped  in  a  sheet,  as  it  was  oc- 
casionally projected  to  answer  me, 
was  the  only  part  of  her  I  had  a 
glimpse  of.  This  was  the  only 
woman  I  ever  attended  here,  or  in 
the  islands,  who  would  not  suffer 
the  profanation  of  my  fingers  on  her 
wrist.  I,  however,  could  just  col- 
lect enough  from  the  atteudanls, 
to  cause  me  to  suspect  she  bad  a 
cancer  ;  aud  I  did  all,  under  such 
circumstances,  that  I  could  well 
do, — I  gave  her  an  opiate.  This 
lady  was  no  sooner  prescribed  for, 
than  my.  attention  was  directed  to 
the  youngest  wife,  who  was  pleased 
to  need  advice,  though  her  spark- 
ling eyes  and  smiling  lips  denoted 
little  of  disease.  She  was  ex- 
tremely pretty,  and  removed  ber 
veil  with  little  diflSculty  ;  but  she 
would  have  her  pulse  felt  through 
a  piece  of  gauze,  which  was  suffi- 
ciently thin  to  transmit,  not  only 
the  pulsations  of  the  artery,  but 
also  the  pressure  of  the  fingers, 
which  mode  of  communicating 
symptoms  I  found  a  very  commoa 
one  in  practice.  I  ordered  her 
some  medicine,  which  I  am  quite 
sure  she  did  not  take,  and  which, 
in  all  probability,  she  did  not  re- 
quire. After  smoking  a  pipe,  and 
drinking  sherbet,  I  took  my  leave. 
In  a  few  days  after  this,  my  first 
visit  in  Constantinople,  I  wait  sent 
for  to  the.  bouse  of  a  grandee,  where 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  8URGUCAL  JOURNAL. 


451 


a  conraltation  was  to  be  held  on  a 
Pacha's  case,  and  one  of  great  im- 
portance. I  found  the  patient  ly- 
ing m  tbe  middle  of  a  large  room, 
on  a  mattress  spread  on  the  carpet; 
for  the  "  four-posted  beds"  of  Don 
Joan  and  Dudu  have  no  existence 
in  Torkej,  and  both  gentlemen  and 
ladies  repose  on  their  mattresses, 
thrown  on  the  carpet  of  the  divan, 
in  their  daily  habiliments,  none  of 
which  they  doff  at  night. 

A  host  of  doctors,  Jews,  Greeks, 
Italians,  and  even  Moslems,  throng- 
ed round  the  sick  man;  and  amongst 
them  were  jumbled  the  friends, 
slaves,  and  followers  of  the  patient: 
the  latter  gave  their  opinion  as  well 
as  the  doctors,  and,  in  short,  took 
an  active  share  in  the  consultation. 
But  he  who  took  upon  himself  to 
broach  the  case  to  the  faculty,  was 
a  Turkish  priest,  who  adminbtered 
to  the  diseases  both  of  soul  and 
body.  He  prefaced  his  discourse 
with  the  usual  origin  of  all  things  : 
he  said, — ^'  In  the  beginning  God 
made  the  world,  and  gave  the  light 
of  Islam  to  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  Mahomet  (to  whose  name 
be  eternal  honor)  was  ordained  to 
receive  the  perspicuous  volume  of 
the  Koran  from  the  hands  of  the 
angel  Gabriel ;  which  book  was 
written,  by  the  finger  of  God,  be- 
fore the  foundation  of  the  world  ; 
and  in  its  glorious  page  was  to  be 
found  all  the  wisdom  of  every  sci- 
ence, whether  of  theology  or  physic; 
therefore^  all  learning,  except  that 
of  the  Koran,  was  vain  and  impious; 
therefore  he  had  consulted  it  in  the 
present  case,  and  the  repetition  of 
the  word  honey,  he  discovered  tal- 
lied with  the  number  of  days  his 
highness  suffered  (to  whom  God 
give  health);  therefore  honey  was 
a  sovereign  remedy,  and  one  of  its 
eenaponent  parts  was  wax,  a  true 
specific  for  the  disease  before  them. 


Did  not  the  bee  suck  the  juice  of 
every  herb  ?  was  there  not  wax  in 
honey  ?  did  not  wax  contain  oil  ? 
therefore^t  why  not  try  the  oil  of 
wax  ?  Oh  !  illustrious  doctors  !" 
he  continued,  ^'  let  us  piit  our  trust 
in  God,  and  administer  the  dose  : 
our  patient  has  been  thirty-six  days 
sick,  Mere/bre,  let  him  have  six- 
and  thirty  drops  every  six-and-thir- 
ty  hours.  And  as  there  is  but  one 
God,  and  Mahomet  is,  therefore^ 
his  prophet,  let  the  oil  of  wax  be 
given  !'* 

-  The  moment  this  rigmarole  end- 
ed, all  the  servants,  and  even  many 
of  the  doctors,  applauded  the  dis- 
course. 

There  was  no  time  allowed  for 
discussion;  the  same  archpriest 
took  care  to  see  the  doctors  feed 
forthwith  ;  each  of  us  got  four 
Spanbh  dollars,  and  left  the  unfor- 
tunate sick  man  to  his  fate :  but 
going  out,  when  I  expressed  my 
astonishment  to  one  of  the  facultpr 
(an  old  Armenian)  about  the  exhi- 
bition of  this  new  remedy,  he  look- 
ed around  him  cautiously,  and 
whispered  in  my  ear  the  word 
"  poison  !"  On  further  inquiry,  I 
found  the  bulk  of  the  patient's  pro- 
perty was  invested  in  a  mosque. 
In  spite  of  the  remonstrance  of  my 
drogueman,  I  returned  to  the  door 
I  h^  just  quitted,  and  gave  an  at- 
tendant to  understand,  his  master 
would  die  if  he  took  the  medicine. 
The  poor  man  died,  however :  I 
heard  of  the  event  about  a'  month 
afterwards. 

I  was  shortly  after  called  to  a 
man  who  was  said  to  have  a  fever: 
when  I  vbited  him,  I  asked  what 
was  the  matter  with  him,  and 
where  he  felt  pain  ?  but  his  friend 
made  the  customary  reply,  '^  That 
is  what  we  want  to  know  from  you: 
feel  bis  pulse,  and  tell  us  !"  I 
accordingly  did  so, — found  it  rapid, 
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bi8  breathing  laborioua,  and  his 
skin  hot ;  but  not  one  of  the  symp- 
toms could  I  get  from  the  patient 
or  attendants.  The  Turks  have 
the  ridiculous  idea,  that  a  doctor 
ought  to  know  everj  disease  bj 
applying  the  fingers  to  the  wrist. 
I  thought  from  what  I  observed, 
I  was  warranted  in  taking  blood 
in  this  case.  I  did  so  ;  but  no 
sooner  had  I  bound  up  the  arm, 
than  I  was  requested,  ror  the  first 
time,  to  eiamine  the  other  hand, 
which  I  did,  and,  to  my  utter  a»- 
tonishment,  found  two  of  the  fin- 
gers carried  away,  the  bones  pro- 
truding ;  and  then  only  was  i  in- 
^formed,  that  the  patient  was  in 
a0^  the  army,  and  had  lost  his  fingers 
a  week  before  by  the  explosion 
of  a  gun. 

I  suspected  at  once  the  occur- 
rence of  locked-jaw  ;  I  felt  his 
neck  ;   it  was  like  a  bar  of  iron  : 
the  man  had  been  laboring  under 
tetanus  for  three  days,  and  died 
the  following  morniyg.     Tou  may 
well  conceive  my  indignation  at 
such  incredible  stupidity  as  the 
attendants  exhibited  here,  and  my 
choler  at  being  told  the   result 
^^  had  been  written  in  the  great 
book  of  life,"  and  could  not  be 
avoided  or  deferred.     Be  that  as 
it  may,  I  certainly  would  not  have 
bled  him,  had  I  any  reason  to  sus- 
pect the  affection  of  which  he 
died.     You  may  imagine  how  dif- 
ficult it  is  for  a  medical  man  to 
treat  such  people  ;  and,  conse** 
quently,  how  rarely  they  are  be- 
nefited by  him.     There  are  few 
Mahometans  who  do  not  put  faith 
in  amulets  ;  I  have  found  them  on 
broken   bones,   on   aching  heads, 
and    sometimes    over     love-sick 
hearts.     The  latter  are  worn  by 
young  ladies,  and  consist  of  a  leaf 
or  two  of  the  hyacinthos,  which 
the  Turks  call  ^^  mus-charomi  V 


this  is  sent  by  the  lover,  and  is 
intended  to  suggest  the  most  ob- 
vious rhyme,  which  is  ^'  ydskeru- 
mi,"  and  implies  the  attainment 
of  their  soft  desires. 

Sometimes  these  amulets  are 
composed  of  unmeaning  words, 
like  the  abracadabra  of  the  ancient 
Greeks  for  curing  fevers,  and  the 
abracalana  of  the  Jews  for  other 
disorders.  At  other  times  they 
consist  simply  of  a  scroll,  with  tha 
words  Bitmillahj — ^'  In  the  name 
of  the  most  merciful  God,"  with 
some  cabalistical  signs  of  the 
Turkish  astrologer  Gefier ;  bat 
most  commonly  they  centaio  a 
verse  of  the  Koran. 

1  think  the  most  esteemed  in 
dangerous  diseases,  are  shreds  of 
the  clothing  of  the  pilgrim  camel, 
which  conveys  the  Sultan's  annnal 
present  to  the  sacred  city  :  these 
are  often  more  sought  after  than 
the  physician,  and  frequently  do 
more  good  than  the  physician,  be- 
cause greater  faith  is  put  in 
them. 

The  most  cemmon  of  aH  these 
charms  is  the  amber  bead,  with  a 
triangular  scroll,  worn  over  the 
forehead,  which  the  Marabouts 
and  the  Arab  sheiks  manufacture, 
and  is  probably  an  imitation  of  the 
phylacteries  which  the  Jews  were 
commanded  ^^  to  bind  them,  for  a 
sign,  upon  their  bands,  and  to  be 
as  frontlets  between  their  eyes.'^ 
It  would  be  wetl  if  no  more  pre* 
posterous  and  disgusting  remedies 
were  employed;  but  I  have  taken 
off  from  a  gun-shot  wennd  a  roast- 
ed mouse,  which,  1  was  gravelj 
informed,  was  intended  to  extract 
the  ball. 

A  less  offensive  and  a  more 
common  application  to  wounds,  is 
a  roasted  fi^.  I  believe  old  wo- 
men prescribe  it  for  gombotis  in 
England,  and  the  practice  is  ai 
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old  ds  IsHiab,  Hrho  ordered  ^*  a 
oiass  of  figs"  to  Hezekiah's  boih 

or  all  Turkish  r^medles^  tti6 
yapor  bath  is  th6  first  i^nd  baost 
efficacious  in  rheumatic  and  cuti- 
cular  diseases.  I  have  seen  them 
removed  in  one-fourth  part  of  the 
time  in  which  they  are  comoMnly 
cured  with  us.  In  such  cases  t 
cannot  sufficiently  extol  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  Turkish  bath  : 
the  friction  employed  is  half  the 
cure,  and  the  articulations  of  eve- 
ry bone  in  the  body  are  so  twisted 
and  kneaded,  that  the  most  rigid 
joints  are  rendered  pliant. 

I  have  trembled  to  see  them 
dislocate  the  wrist  and  shoulder 
joints,  and  reduce  them  in  a  mo- 
oient  :  their  dexterity  is  astonish- 
ing, and  Mohammed's  shampooing, 
at  Brighton,  is  mere  child's  play 
In  comparison.  Query, — would 
not  gout  be  benefited  by  this  re- 
medy, provided  it  could  be  really 
introduced  into  England  as  it  is 
used  in  Turkey } 

As  a  luxury,  I  cauoot  better 
describe  it  than  in  the  words  of 
Sir  John  Sinclair  :—^' If  life  be 
nothing  but  a  brief  succession  of 
our  ideas,  the  rapidity  with  which 
they  now  pass  over  the  mind 
would  induce  one  to  believe,  that, 
in  the  few  short  minutes  he  has 
spent  in  the  bath,  be  has  lived  a 
number  of  years." 

I  cannot  conclude  without  tell- 
ing you  how  all  Frank  medical 
men  are  teazed  by  the  Turks  for 
aphrodisiacs^  which  they  denomi- 
nate madjoun  :  I  am  solicited  for 
it  at  every  corner  ;  and  it  is  la- 
mentable to  observe,  that  hardly 
a  man  arrives  at  the  age  of  five- 
and-thirty,  whom  debauchery  has 
not  rendered  debilitated,  and  de- 
pendent on  adventitious  excite- 
ment for  his  pleasures.     The  la- 


dies, on  the  otbdr  hand,  are  de- 
sirous of  gaining  honor  by  a  pro- 
geny like  rriaors,  but  they. have 
few  chiidr^o  in  general^  for  poly> 
gamy  is,  probably,  injurtoua  to 
population.  They  c^ase  sot, 
however,  to  annoy  me  for  medi- 
cines to  make  them  fruitful  ;  and 
are  as  solicitotts  fbr  specifies  as 
Rachel  was  to  obtain  from  her 
sister  some  of  the  prolific. man- 
drakes* 

I  had  always  ooeasion  to  ob- 
serve that  the  sick  asaa  was  all 
civility  and  courtesy  when  his  life 
was  in  jeopardy,  but  the  moment 
be  became  convalescent  he  treat- " 
ed  me  with  arrogance,  as  if  he^^  • 
had  been  ashamed  of  letting  aa  ^ 
infidel  see  that  a  Moslem  was 
sulyect  to  the  infirmities  of  hu- 
manity. My  services  were  for- 
gotten whenever  they  ceased  to 
be  required.  All  the  other  me- 
dical men  complained  of  the  same 
ingratitude  ;  indeed,  no  physician 
opened  his  mouth  till  the  patient 
opened  his  purse.  The  Greeks 
certainly  behave  better  in  this 
respect ;  but  yet  there  is  that 
strange  obliquity  of  principle  ia 
them,  that  I  never  doubted,  while 
a  Greek  fed  me  generously  with 
one  hand,  that  he  would  not  have 
picked  my  pocket  with  the  other 
at  the  same  moment.  Such  is 
the  low  state  of  medical  science 
in  this  couatry  ;  and  such  proba- 
bly it  was  in  Europe  so  late  as 
the  tenth  centary.  It  has  been 
well  remarked,  that  the  state  of 
medicine  may  be  considered  as 
the  criterion  or  barometer  of  the 
science  in  a  nation.  Wherever 
science  and  refinement  have  ex- 
tended their  influence,  there  me- 
dicine will  be  most  cherished,  as 
GOnduoive  to  the  interests  and 
happiness  of  mankind. 

(TobteMitiini«d») 
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IL 

OBSTINATE  CONSTIlPATIOK. 


Case  iUuOroHng  tht  J^TecestUy  of 
JlctuiU  Examination  and  JUechor 
nical  R€medU8,* 

By  William  Cox,  M.D. 

A.  B.,  ia  Teroale,  about  60,  a  few 
weeks  ago,  became  a  patient  of 
mine.     Her  general  health  was 
good,  and  she  took  her  meals  with 
appetite.     She  was  a  woman  of 
very  sedentary  habits,  seldom  or 
neyer  moving  from  the  house,  or 
using  any  kind  of  exercise.     She 
stated  that  for  a  long  time  she 
had  been  subject  to  habitual  cos- 
tiveness  ;  and  that  she  was  con- 
stantly obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  opening  medicine  of  some  kind, 
without  which  the  bowels  would 
become     permanently    confined. 
Her  first  application  to  me  was 
%vheu  she  stood  much  in  need  of 
such  medicine.      I   found   mvjch 
diflSculty   in    procuring    evacua- 
tions, which  were  efl'ected  only 
by  strong  cathartics  in  repeated 
doses.     I  therefore  directed  her 
nurse  to  try  the  effect  of  a  daily 
use  of  warm  water  as  an  enema  ; 
and  to  throw  up  a  bulky  injection 
immediately  after  the    stomach 
was  distended  by  her  breakfast. 
I  also  advised  my  patient,  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  that 
meal,  to  make  an  effort  to  relieve 
herself;  and  by  such  means  en- 
deavor to  bring  the  bowels  into  a 
habit    of   emptying   thamae^ves. 
Nothing  but  gruel   was  allowed 
her  for  sapper.     After  the  first 
attempt  to  throw  up  an  enema  of 
warm  water,  the  nurse  informed 
me  that  my  patient  had  *^  piles  ;'' 
and  also  that  ^^  her  body  woe  much 
down.**     Of  course,  from  this  de- 

*  From  tktt  London  Medical  Oaiette. 


Bcriptioo,  I  concluded  that  there 
was  prolapsus  ani.     On  examiniiig 
my  patient,  in  order  to  ascertain 
her  real  condition,  I  found  a  few 
haemorrhoides  externally  ;  but   I 
quickly  perceived  that  what  the 
nurse   had  in   the   first  instance 
mistaken  for  a  protrusion  of   the 
gut,  was  iu  fact  an  actual  protru- 
sion of  scybala;  so  hard,  firm,  and 
compact,  that  although,   by   the 
repeated  efforts  and  straining  of 
the    patient,   the   anus    was    so 
stretched  as  to  be  very  open  and 
large,  yet  she  could  not  relieve 
herself.     I  therefore  had  imme- 
diate   recourse     to     mechanical 
means;  first  making  use  of  the 
handle  of  a  table-spoon,  as  a  sort 
of  scoop,  and  afterwards  of  my 
finger  ;   and,   to  my   surprise,   I 
found  the  rectum  stretched  and 
expanded  into  a  capacious  bag  or 
pouch,   and  filled  with  scybnla  ; 
an  amazing  quantity  of  which  I 
removed,  some  part  of  them  being 
so  dry  as  to  crumble  into  powder 
when  crushed.     Having  perfectly 
cleared  the  gut,  as  far  as  the  fin- 
ger could  possibly  reach,  it  be* 
came  a  question  whether  or  not 
there  were  other  accumulations 
of  a  similar  kind  higher  up.     That 
there    were,    I    could    scarcely 
doubt,  and  I  considered  it  indis- 
pensably   necessary    that    there 
should  be  a  perfect  clearing  out 
of  the  retained  materials.     For 
this  purpose  various  means  were 
adopted.     The  patient  was  put 
into  a  warm  bath,  to  promote  re- 
laxation ;    purgatives    of  various 
kinds  were  given,  in  order  that, 
by  their  respective  specific  ac* 
tion,  every  part  of  the  alimentary 
canal  might  be  stimulated.     Ca- 
lomel, jalap,   cathartic   extract, 
the  black  draught,  ol.  ricioi,  £lc., 
were  administered  in  succession 
for  some  days.     The  whole  sur- 
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face  of  the  abdomen  was  Subject- 
ed to  friction  ivith  an  oiled  hand, 
in  a  circular  direction,  from  right 
to  left  above,  from  left  to  right 
below,  from  below  upwards  on 
the  right,  side,  and  from  above 
downwards  on  the  left.  Clysters  of 
warm  water,  in  the  qoantitj  of  a 
pint  and  a  half,  were  thrown  up  ; 
and  the  patient  was  confined 
strictly  to  a  water-gruel  diet, 
into  which  a  portion  of  ol.  olivar. 
was  daily  put  without  her  know- 
ledge. This  plan  was  followed 
day  after  day  for  some  time,  and 
with  the  best  effects  ;  for  during 
many  days  a  considerable  quantity 
of  fecal  matter  was  brought 
away,  of  the  most  offensive  na- 
ture ;  and  the  abdomen,  which 
before  was  full,  firm,  tense,  and 
unyielding,  now  became  reduced, 
relaxed,  and  soft.  The  motions 
gradually  assumed  a  natural  ap- 
pearance; the  aperient  medicines 
by  degrees  were  laid  aside  ;  and 
at  last,  when  there  appeared  to 
be  no  further  occasion  for  their 
use,  left  off  altogether.  A  free 
passage  throughout  the  whole  ali- 
mentary canal  appeared  to  be  re- 
established, and  a  healthy  action 
of  the  different  organs  brought 
about.  In  this  state  the  patient 
removed  to  another  part  of  the 
country,  and  I  have  not  heard 
from  her  since.  She  had  never 
been  subject  to  hernia  ;  neither 
was  there  any  disease  of  the  pel- 
vic viscera,  nor  any  thickening  or 
enlargement  of  the  uterus  or  the 
bladder,  so  as  to  press  against  the 
rectum.  After  she  became  my 
patient,  I  learned  that  the  medi- 
cal gentleman  who  previously  at- 
tended her,  had  for  a  long  time 
given  her  drastic  cathartics,  some- 
times, I  believe,  elaterium  ;  but 
all  the  evacuations  that  were  pro- 
cured must  have  passed  down,  in 


a  more  or  less  liquid  state,  be- 
tween the  sides  of  the  rectum 
and  the  hard  accumulated  feces 
it  contained.  On  no  occasion, 
while  under  my  care,  was  she 
troubled  with  sickness  or  vomit- 
ing ;  i^vertheless,  I  satisfied  my- 
self, by  examination,  that  there 
was  no  hernia  ;  and,  by  examina- 
tion per  varinam,  that  there  was 
no  diseasea  enlargement  of  the 
uterus,  &c. 

The  history  of  this  case  I  think 
satisfactorily  proves  that,  in  many 
instances  of  kng-continued  and 
obstinate  constipation,  a  personal 
examination  of  the  patient  is  ab- 
solutely necessary.  Had  not  this 
female  been  mechanically  reliev- 
ed, her  life  must  ultimately  have 
been  sacrificed ;  and  doubtless 
many  a  life  has  been  lost  for  want 
of  such  examination. 

P.  S.-^There  was  a  remarka- 
ble dirty  yellowness  of  skin,  or 
rather,   dirty  sa/btrneffs,  in    this 

[patient;  which  I  attributed  to  the 
ong  retention  of  fascal  matter  in 
the  alimentary  canal,  for  the  skin 
became  improved  in  clearness 
after  she  was  relieved. 


III. 

MELOBNA« 

The  following  interesting  case  is 
related  in  an  English  Journal,  by  H. 
S.  Balcorobe,  M.D.,  and  has  doubt- 
less  many  parallels  among  us,  which 
are  but  imperfectly  understood. 
June  1st,  1828.— Mr.  H.  this  day 
requested  my  advice.  He  states 
himself  to  be  in  his  67th  year  ;  to 
have  long  labored  under  dyspep- 
sia, for  which  a  few  simple  reme- 
dies have  from  time  to  time  been 
taken,  but  that  he  has  never  un- 
dergone any   regular  course    of 
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nsdieiney  aor  rdmitted  his  accus- 
tooted  duties.  For  maoj  years 
he  has  devoted  the  greater  part 
of  the  day  to  busiDess,  and  bis 
spare  time  has  been  chiefly  de« 
▼oted  to  literary  pursuits.  The 
death  of  a  very  intimate  ^iend, 
a  short  time  ago,  gave  him  a  se- 
vere shock,  imd  first  made  him 
think  a  little  more  seriously  of 
his  state  of  health.  Ha  complains 
of  fulness  of  the  stomach ;  an  un« 
pleasant  sense  of  fluttering  about 
the  chest ;  vitiated  taste ;  fulness 
and  viscidity  of  the  fauces  ;  con- 
stant nausea  ;  and  torpid  bowels. 
The  tongue  is  very  pale,  and 
streaked  with  yellow  ;  pulse  60, 
and  languid  ;  evacuations  pitchy 
black  ;  urine  pale  ;  countenance 
anxious,  and  of  a  dirty  yellow  co- 
lor ;  abdomen  distended,  and  soft ; 
and  pressure  creating  no  pain  in 
any  part.  An  emetic  brought 
away  an  immense  quantity  of 
Bordes  and  undigested  food.  He 
was  so  much  relieved  by  it,  that 
another  was  given  on  the  succeed' 
ing  day  with  the  same  efi*ect,  but 
followed  by  considerable  hsma- 
temesis,  the  blood  being  exceed- 
ingly dark.  The  bowels  were 
well  emptied  ;  the  evacuations  as 
before,  pitchy  black.  He  now 
complained  of  occasional  vertigo, 
general  restlessness,  aniiety,  and 
frequent  faintings  :  he  had  one  fit 
during  my  visit,  which  alarmed 
us  all  much  :  he  soon  recovered, 
and  after  taking  a  little  food,  de- 


clared himself  much  relieved,  and 
feeling  very  comfortable. 

In  consultation  with  Dr.  Goldie, 
it  was  determined  to  give  small 
doses  of  blue  pill  and  opium  morn- 
ing and  evening  ;  the  nitric  acid 
tn  infus.  ros.  ter  die,  and  to  trj 
to  support  him  by  a  moderately 

f;eoerous  diet.  Under  this  plan, 
roffl  the  Sd  up  to  the  8th,  he  ap* 
peared  to  improve  so  much  that 
all  his  family  had  sanguine  hopes 
of  his  recovery,  and  our  longer 
attendance  was  thought  unneces* 
sary  ;  though  both  Dr.  6.  and 
myself,  well  aware  of  the  deceit- 
ful nature  of  the  disease,  and  of 
the  danger  that  lurked  under  all 
this  semblance  of  returning  health, 
felt  justified  in  giving  a  very  cau- 
tious prognosis,  and  in  endeavoring 
to  moderate  the  feelings  of  the 
family.  On  the  ISth,  I  was  again 
summoned  to  him  hastily,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  return  of  all  hie 
symptoms,  supposed  to  have  been 
brought  on  by  over-exertion,  and 
a  little  excess  in  food.  I  found 
him  very  ill  :  tongue  brown  and 
dry;  pulse  quick,  feeble,  and  flut- 
tering ;  syncope  upon  the  least 
-exertion  ;  much  blood,  dark  and 
grumous,  passing  down.  Some 
stimulants  were  exhibited  with 
temporary  benefit ;  but  at  9,  P. 
M.,  we  were  again  urgently  sent 
for,  and  arrived  Just  as  he  had 
expired. 

Inspection  of  the  body  was  de- 
ciinea. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


ANTi-sPECinc  NATURE  OF  VENEEEAL  The  last  nfimber  of  the  London 

^'*^'*  Medical  and  t^hysical  Journal  con- 

Amovo  the  Antii  of  the  day,  it  would  tains  some  remarks  on  the  nature 

be  somewhat  remarkable  if  subjects  and  treatment  of  bubo  ;  the  author 

connected  with  the  medical  profe»>  of  which  is  evidently  of  the  class  of 

sion  should  not  be  introduced.  modern  sceptics  in  regard  to  the  spe* 
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ftific  character  of  vioereal  vims.  Ha 
eofitidel-s  the  general  'Cauae  of  bubo 
to  ba  irrhalioD  in  the  coura^  of  the 
IjQiphatios  leadif^  Co  iha  ioguiiial 
glanda*  Of  coiirsey  it  may  be  occa- 
stoned  by  a  local  cause  applied  to 
the  foot  or  leg,  as  well  as  by  syphi- 
litic virtis  :  the  nature  of  the  indain* 
aastioB  depends  on  its  common  seat, 
aot  pn  its  various  causes ;  oonse* 
queotly,  the  rules  for  treatment  are 
common  to  all  cases,  without  discri- 
Bsiiiaiion  between  syphilitic  and  oth* 
ers.  In  regard  to  the  general  treat* 
ment,  bleeding,  purging,  and  antimo- 
nials,  are  recommended,  if  much  ex* 
citemcnt  is  present,  but  otherwise  are 
to  be  abstained  from.  Warm  appli- 
cations are  to  be  preferred  to  cold, 
even  while  the  object  is  the  discus- 
sion of  the  tumor.  The  chance  of 
effecting  this  is  considered  equally 
great  as  when  the  opposite  means 
are  employed,  and  the  danger  is 
avoided  of  leaving  that  hard,  indo* 
lent  swelling,  which  so  often  remains 
when  discussion  has  been  produced 
by  cold  applications.  lo  this  opinion 
we  fully  coincide ;  and  it  is  by  no 
means  clear  to  us,  that  the  same 
principle  of  treatment  ought  not  to 
be  extended  to  other  phlegmonous 
tumors,  as  well  as  those  of  the  glan- 
dular character. 

In  the  secondary,  or  suppurating 
stage,  the  same  local  treatment  is  to 
be  continued,  and  the  abscess  geue- 
raily  allowed  to  burst  of  itself.  When 
an  artificial  evacuation  is  necessary, 
the  author  advises  caustic  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  lancet, — a  preference  we 
suspect  not  very  common  at  the  pre* 
sent  day.  In  this  way,  however,  it 
u  expected  to  ensure  the  entire  de- 


struction of  the  bubo,  within  a  short 
time  of  casting  off  the  slough.     * 

In  the  ulcerative  stage,  tonic  treat- 
ment is  sometimes  required,  and  oc- 
casionally some  caustic  substance,  or 
the  mercurial  ointment,  is  needed  as 
a  local  stimulus.  Mercury,  in  every 
other  form,  is  held  to  be  infidmissible 
or  useless  throughout  the  progress  of 
the  disease,  whatever  be  its  charac- 
ter or  origin.  The  distinction  of 
buboes  into  scrofulous  and  venereal, 
is  regarded  as  wholly  useless ;  as  no 
benefit  is  thought  likely  to  arise  from 
treating  venereal  buboes  upon  any 
other  principle  than  that  of  meeting 
general  indications,  without  referenca 
to  the  remote  cause. 

The  views  above  stated  are  cer-^ 
tainly  entitled  to  attention,  and  seem^ 
on  the  whole,  to  be  gaining  ground 
in  the  medical  community.  We- 
confess  ourselves",  however,  disposed 
to  receive  these  anti-specific  doc- 
trines with  considerable  distrust. 
Before  the  introduction  of  mercury 
in  the  treatment  of  syphilis,  it  had  in 
Its  various  forms  been  treated  on 
general  principles,  and  we  know 
that  its  ravages  were  dreadful.  Since 
that  period,  also,  attempts  have  been 
frequently  made,  and  as  frequently 
abandoned,  to  dispense  with  its  use. 
Sarsaparilla,  mezereon,  &c.,  have  had 
their  day,  and  are  not  likely  to  ba 
revived ;  while  the  anti-syphilitic 
powers  of  mercury  have  maintained 
their  reputation  through  all  these 
vicissitudes,  and  have  now  acquired 
an  importance  in  the  opinions  and 
the  practice  of  the  profession,  which 
it  will  require  much  time,  and  many 
facts  in  addition  to  those  we  now 
possess,  materially  to  impair. 
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AL0B8. 

A  WBiTBR  iQ  the  Medical  Gazette, 
denies  that  the  apprehensions  enter- 
tained of  this  drug,  as  tending  to  pro- 
duce or  aggravate  hemorrhoidal  af- 
fections, are  well  founded.  Hsemor- 
rhoids,  indeed,  are  not  necessarily 
connected  with  the  use  of  any  ca- 
thartic. They  occur  in  loose  as  well 
as  in  costive  habits ;  but  in  the  last 
case,  which  is  a  frequent  one,  as 
aloes  is  frequently  found  a  conve- 
nient article  for  procuring  stools,  and 
is  oAen  resorted  to  for  that  purpose, 
it  has  hence  unjustly  acquired  the 
reputation  of  an  agent  in  producing 
them.  The  mode  in  which  it  is 
supposed  to  do  this,  is  by  stimulating 
the  lower  part  of  the  rectum  ;  but, 
notwithstanding  this  general  impres- 
sion, there  exists  no  proof  that  the 
article  produces  iis  principal  effect 
on  this  portion  of  the  passage.  It  is 
much  more  probable,  that  its  chief 
action  is  exerted  on  the  colon, 
and  that  the  rectum  acts  in  conse- 
quence, of  the  stimulus  of  distention 
after  the  f«eces  are  conveyed  there. 
The  author  argues  further  that,  con- 
sidering the  very  general  use  of  the 
article  as  a  popular  remedy  in  con- 
stipation, and  that  it  enters  into  the 
composition  of  most  of  the  pills  used 
for  this  purpose,  its  effects  ought  to 
be  visible  in  the  very  general  pro- 
duction of  piles,  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  in  those  addicted  to  the  use 
of  cathartics,  which  does  not  appear 
to  be  the  fact. 

As  far  as  our  own  experience  on 
this  subject  extends,  we  should  be 
disposed  to  agree  with  our  author  in 
regarding  aloes,  particularly  when 
combined  with   rhubarb^  as  a  safe, 


easy,  and  effectual  cathartic,  extreme^ 
ly  well  adapted  for  cases  of  habitual 
constipation  in  which  it  is  found  ne« 
cossary  to  have  recourse  to  articles 
of  this  description.  With  regard  to 
the  production  of  hemorrhoids,  there 
does  not,  we  have  said,  seem  much 
ground  for  attaching  much  agency  to 
aloetic  cathartics  ;  hence  we  should 
doubt,  also,  the  correctness  of  the 
very  general  prejudice  which  exists 
against  its  use  in  this  disease.— Ano- 
ther prevalent  notion  is,  that  aloes  is 
contraindicated  in  pregnancy,  as  its 
stimulating  property  extends  to  the 
organ  mainly  concerned  in  that  pro- 
cess. That  violent  catharsis  has  a 
tendency  to  interrupt  the  progress  of 
gestation,  is  abundantly  proved  ;  but 
that  this  is  especially  the  case  wbea 
aloes  is  employed,  has  not,  by  any 
means,  been  demonstrated.  The  ai^u- 
nient  drawn  from  its  effect  in  ame- 
norrhoea,  is  imperfect  for  several 
reasons.  In  the  first  place,  the  ef- 
fect of  aloes  as  an  emmenagogue  is 
confessedly  very  uncertain ;  and 
when  it  does  succeed,  its  modus  ope- 
randi is  mere  matter  of  conjecture. 
In  the  second  place,  the  state  of  the 
organ  is  so  materially  altered  by  the 
circumstance  alluded  to,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  reason  from  its  actual 
effect  in  one  state,  to  its  probable 
influence  in  the  other.  From  the 
effect  of  secale  cornutum  in  labor, 
great  advantages  were  at  one  time 
expected  from  its  employment  in 
amenorrbcea,  and  great  danger  from 
its  administration  during  the  period 
of  gestation.  Neither  of  these  anti- 
cipations has  been  verified,  and  with 
respect  to  the  former,  it  has  been 
shown  to  be  the  reverse  of  the  fact ; 
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since  the  artide  alluded  to  has  been  than  the  result  of  experience ;  and 

employed  in  inenorrhagia  with  the  ihat,  administered  in  moderate  quan- 

most  decided  success.    On  the  whole,  tities,  it   is  not  likely  to  be  attended 

we  are  justified  in  suspecting  that  the  with  more    danger    in    such   cases, 

fear  of  employing  aloes  in  pregnan*  than   other   purgatives  in    common 

cy  is  the  effect  of  prejudice,  rather  use. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1,  1829. 


THE    SIAMESE  BROTHERS. 


Our  readers  have  been  apprized, 
through  the  newspapers,  of  the  arriv- 
al in  this  city,  and  public  exhibition, 
of  the  united  boys  from  Slam.  On 
first  viewing  them,  the  attention  is 
arrested  by  their  healthy  and  happy 
appearance.  They  are  nearly  of  the 
ordinary  stature,  have  heads  uncom- 
monly large,  and  foreheads  higher, 
but  less  broad,  than  those  of  young 
men  generally  at  their  age.  Their 
complexion,  features,  and  counte- 
nance, are  altogether  Chinese,  and 
accord  with  tolerable  exactness.  Af- 
ter seeing  them  often,  however,  the 
peculiarities  of  each  become  more 
evident,  and  they  appear  scarcely,  if 
any,  more  resemblant  than  other 
twins  have  appeared  when  clad  in 
like  apparel. 

By  the  plate  below,  which  is  that 
already  before  the  public,  they  would 
appear  to  be  united  by  a  cartilaginous 
substance  of  an  hourglass  shape,  pass- 
ing from  the  epigastric  re^i'^D  "f  one, 
and  attached  to  that  ot  the  other. 
This,  however,  is  not  the  case.  The 
skin  is  continuous  from  one  boy  to 
the  other  ;  and  with  the  exception  of 
a  scar  in  the  lower  surface,  evidently 
occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the 
cord  through  which  they  were  nou- 
rished 10  the  fcetal  state,  it  presents 


no  mark,  blemish,  or  discoloration 
whatever*  This  scar  bears  but  little 
resemblance  to  that  usually  left  by 
the  division  of  the  umbilicus  ;  a  fact 
which  may  be  explained  in  two  ways. 
It  may  be  owing  to  seme  manner  of 
performing  this  operation  among  the 
Siamese,  different  from  that  in  use 
among  us ;  or  the  constant  pulling  on 
this  connecting  mass,  may  have 
drawn  it  out,  and  occasioned  the  long 
and  even  surface  which  it  presents. 


On  closer  examination,  the  true 
nature  of  the  union  becomes  evident. 
The  ensiform  cartilages  of  the  sterna 
are  bent  outwards,  and  united  by  li- 
gaments at  their  extremities,  form iug 
a  kind  of  joint  which  admits  of  mo- 
tion in  various  directions.  By  the 
pulling  of  these  ligaments,  occasion- 
ed by  almost  every  movement,  the 
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integuments  below  have  been  drawn 
4Hit,  as  it  were,  so  that  the  whole 
forms  a  band  of  anion,  horizontally 
about  two  inches  broad,  and  in  thick* 
nessy  vertically,  about  four  iocbes. 
Its  length  is  about  half  that  represent* 
ed  in  the  plate,  and  was  doubtless 
4>riginally  very  small.  The  whole 
mass  is  tough,  and  capable  of  beiug 
extended  very  considerably.  When 
loose,  that  is,  when  the  boys  face 
«ach  other  and  stand  close  together, 
if  one  hand  be  placed  above  this 
curvature  and  the  other  below  it, 
and  the  latter  be  then  pressed  forci- 
'bly  up,  the  hands  approach  each 
other  so  ne.arly,  as  to  convey  the  im- 
pression (doubtless  a  correct  one) 
that  the  intervening  substance  is  lit- 
tle more  than  the  ensiform  cartilages 
united  by  ligaments,  and  surrounded 
by  the  integuments.  The  concave 
inner,  but  in  this  case  under^  surface 
^f  these  cartilages,  is  distinctly  felt, 
1>ut  no  pulsation  whatever  is  distin- 
guishable. 

Although  we  cannot  say  that  the 
3kin  which  envelopes  this  projection 
was  originally  endowed  with  less 
sensibility  than  that  which  covers 
other  parts  of  the  body,  yet  it  is  evi- 
dent that  such  deficiency  exists  at 
present.  We  were  obliged  to  press 
It  forcibly  between  the  fingers  before 
«ny  mark  of  pain  was  elicited,  and 
we  were  informed  by  the  attendant 
that  he  had  often  pinched  it  during 
their  slumbers  without  disturbing 
them. 

The  precise  effect  of  this  physical 
union,  on  the  intellectual  faculties, 
the  moral  sentiments,  and  animal 
propensities  of  these  boys,— its  influ- 
ence on  the  functions  of  the  idififerent 


organs,  and  bow  far  it  wonM  < 
nicate  or  modify  the  effects  of 
bid  or  medicinal  agents,  are  subjects 
on  which  we  shall  not  enter.  No 
opportunity  has  yet  presented  of  ob> 
serving  the  influence  which  disease 
or  medicine  in  one,  would  exert  on 
the  other ;  but  circumstances  do  not 
appear  to  justify  the  least  suspicion 
of  any  mental  individuality.  Whis- 
pering in  the  ear  of  one,_conveyed 
no  sense  of  sound  to  the  other*  Vo- 
latile salts  applied  to  the  nostrils  of 
one,  produced  in  the  other  o&ly  a 
curiosity  to  try  the  same  experiment 
on  himself.  Pinching  the  arm  of 
one,  was  attended  by  no  sensation 
in  the  other.  Being  desirous  of  as- 
certaining if  there  was  any  point 
where  both  felt,  we  made  an  impres- 
sion with  the  point  of  a  pin  in  the 
exact  vertical  centre  of  their  connect- 
ing link  ;  both  said  it  hurt  them.  We 
then  made  other  impressions,  extend- 
ing them  very  gradually  further  from 
this  point :  the  result  was,  that  with- 
in the  distance  of  three-fourths  of  an 
inch  from  the  centre  toward  each 
boy,  sensation  was  communicated  to 
both  by  a  single  prick ;  beyond  this 
it  was  excited  in  one  only,  the  other 
perceiving  it  in  no  degree  whatever. 
This  experiment  was  remarkably 
satisfactory,  and  we  apprehend  that 
farther  than  here  exhibited,  the  two 
youths  must  be  considered,  whilst  in 
a  state  of  health,  as  Ue^  and  inde- 
pendent agents,  and  the  functions  of 
all  the  other  organs  as  unconnected 
as  those  of  their  brains. 

Twins  frequently  resemble  each 
other  in  intellect  and  disposition,  as 
well  as  in  person,  and  this  is  partica- 
larly  the  case  with  the  boys  in  ques- 
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tioa.  WbeD  to  this  natural  resem- 
blance we  add  the  habit  they  have 
contracted  of  acting  simultaneously 
and  in  concert,  we  shall  be  less  sur- 
prised than  we  might  at  first  be,  at 
the  facility  with  which  their  various 
movements  are  performed,  and  the 
quickness  with  which  one  responds 
to  the  inclinations  of  the  other. 

In  the  course  of  their  voyage,  they 
would  not  only  run,  we  are  told,  and 
leap  with  great  agility  and  without 
interfering  with  each  other,  but  climb 
to  the  mast-head  as  fast  as  any  sailor 
on  board  the  ship.  They  are  seldom 
observed  to  converse  with  each  oth- 
er, and  the  concert  with  which  they 
act  seems  to  be  almost  instinctive. 
In  playing  the  game  of  drafts,  e.  g., 
which  they  learnt  with  great  ease, 
being  of  a  people  naturally  fond  of 
games  and  gambling,  they  were  ob- 
served to  decide  on  their  moves  al- 
most instantaneously,  and  to  make 
them  with  a  quickness  and  air  of  de« 
cistoa  sufficiently  characteristic  of  all 
Iheir  movements.  In  the  course  of 
the  game,  sometimes  one  and  some- 
times the  other  would  make  the 
move;  they  appeared  to  have  the 
same  plans,  and  always  acquiesced 
in  the  moves  of  each  other.  Yet 
they  sometimes  play  ogainH  each 
other  ;  but  so  strong  is  their  habit  of 
eo-acting,  that  such  games  go  on  with 
less  freedom  than  when  opposing  a 
third  person. — Their  alvine  evaciia- 
tions  generally  occur  at  the  same 
time  ;  their  appetites  and  tastes  are 
all  very  much  alike ;  and  they  appear 
not  only  contented  but  happy,  and 
extremely  attached  to  each  other. — 
Capt.  Coffin  was  informed  by  their 
mother  that  she  had  borne  seven- 


teen children.  Ouce  she  had  three 
at  a  birth,  and  never  less  than  two  ; 
though  none  of  her  other  children 
were  in  any  way  deformed.. 

The  question    naturally  arises  in- 
the  mind  of  every  observer,  couldT 
not  this  connecting  substance  be  di- 
vided without  injury   to  the   boys? 
We  do   not   pretend   to   solve  this 
problem,  which  after  all  can  only  be 
fully   decided    by  the    experime&t;, 
but  we  hesitate  not  to  say  that,  after 
several  very  accurate  examinations, 
our  impressions  are  that  such  division 
would  be  a  detriment  only  to  the 
very  respectflfble  and  obliging  gentle- 
man who  offers  them  for  exhibition* 
The  anatomical  structure  of  this  bond 
of  union   is  apparently  simple,  and 
we  regard  the  fact  that  children  so 
united  should  have  been  ushered  into 
the  world  with  safety  to  themselves 
and  their  mother,  that  they  should 
have  escaped  the  ills  and  early  fatali- 
ty which  usually  attend  such  prodi- 
gies, that  they  should  have  grown  up 
to  the  age  of  18  years  in  the  uniforos 
exercise  of  mutual  good  will  and  a 
spirit  of  mutual  accommodation,  and 
that  they  should  be  so  perfectly  con- 
tented with  their  lot,  and  so  happy 
in  all  the  various  unpleasant  circum- 
stances in  which  they  are  placed,  as 
far  more  remarkable  than  that  such 
a    deformity   should   have    existed. 
Instances   of  foetuses   united    much 
more  closely  than  are  these  boys, 
are  by  no  means  rare  in  the  books  or 
cabinets  of  anatomists.     The  mode 
of  union  is  very  various,  being  some- 
times at  the  hips,  backs,  or  sides ; 
several  cases  are  related  by  Paree 
and  Tulpios,  in  which  the  connection 
was  at  the  abdomen;    In  the  Philo- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


462 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


sophical  Transactions  is  an  account 
of  two  children  thus  united,  born 
near  Manchester,  Eng.  in  1752. — In 
1748,  Dr.  Parsons  communicated  to 
the  Royal  Society  an  account  of 
a  still-birth  not  very  unlike  that  of 
the  boys  now  exhibited.  The  foe* 
tuses  were  united  from  the  umbilicus 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  sternum,  and 
the  single  cord  by  which  they  were 
nourished,  entered  the  connecting 
medium  at  a  central  point  on  its  lower 
surface. — Dr.  Cotton  Mather  com- 
municated to  a  learned  friend  in 
England  a  similar  case,  of  which  he 
was  eye-witness,  and  which  occurred 
in  this  city  in  1713  ;  and  a  double 
fotus,  born  in  this  country  at  a  much 
later  period,  is  now  preserved,  and 
deposited,  if  we  mistake  not,  in  the 
anatomical  cabinet  of  a  neighboring 
medical  institution. 

Most  monsters  have  been  stillborn, 
and  of  the  few  who  have  been  living, 
a  very  small  proportion  have  surviv- 
ed many  days.  The  most  remarka- 
ble, and,  as  far  as  our  memory  go^^f 
the  only  case  on  record  of  such  mon- 
sters acquiring  the  adult  age,  occur- 
red in  Hungary  more  than  a  century 
ago.  Two  females,  Judith  and  He- 
len, born  in  Szona  in  1701,  were 
united  at  the  lower  part  of  the  back. 
They  had  between  them  but  one  ure- 
thra, and  one  passage  for  the  faecal 
evacuations.  Their  bodies,  abating 
the  deformed  part  alluded  to,  were 
well  shaped,  and  their  faces  beauti- 
ful. They  were  intelligent,  and,  like 
the  boys  of  Siam,  not  only  content- 
ed, but,  in  the  language  of  their  fa- 
ther, "  both  brisk  and  merry.''  Like 
them,  also,  these  girls  ^  had  not  their 
feeling  common  any  where  but  in 


the  place  of  their  conjunction.'' 
When  one  stooped  she  lifted  the 
other  on  her  back,  and  when  one 
went  forward  the  other  was  drawn 
backward.  One  would  sometimes 
sleep  whilst  the  other  was  awake, 
and  though  tenderly  attached,  their 
inclinations  were  not  always  the 
same.  These  Hungarian  sisters  were 
well  educated  and  well  bred ;  they  ' 
could  speak  four  different  languages, 
and  sing  very  prettily.  They  lived 
to  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  dur^ 
ing  which  time  they  were  exhibited 
in  different  parts  of  Europe,  and  both 
died  together  in  1723. 


CHIRATITA  ITERB. 

The  virtues  of  this  remedy,  with  a 
case  of  leucorrhoea  cared  by  it  by 
Dr.  Blundell,  will  be  found  referred 
to  in  page  174  of  this  volume  of  the 
Journal.  As  a  tonic  and  stomachic 
remedy,  it  appears  to  be  gaining  fa- 
vor with  the  profession  abroad,  and 
we  are  happy  to  apprise  our  readers 
that  it  has  found  its  way  across  the 
Atlantic,  and  is  now  for  sale  by  £b- 
enezer  Wight,  Apothecary,  in  Milk 
Street.  The  last  number  of  the  Lon- 
don Gazette  of  Health  contains  the 
history  of  a  clergyman  at  Clifton, 
who  after  having  suffered  severely 
and  many  years  fifom  dyspepsia,  ac- 
companied by  distressing  nervous 
headach  and  a  high  degree  of  excita- 
bility of  the  nervous  system,  was  en- 
tirely cured  by  the  chirayita. 


TANNIN  IN  MENORRHAGIA. 

The  Revue  Medicale,  of  the  month  of 
September  last,  contained  some  ob- 
servations of  Pata  on  the  good  effecW 
oftannin  in  the  above  disease.  When 
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these  observations  met  the  eye  of 
Cavalier,  he  was  attending  a  young 
woman,  33  years  of  age,  affected 
with  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus,  for 
the  cure  of  which  he  had  employed 
various  means  in  vain.  It  must  be 
observed,  that  this  female  had  been 
subject,  for  many  years,  to  a  bleeding 
from  the  anus,  which  Increased, 
but  without  deranging  the  course  of 
the  menstrual  discharge.  But  after 
a  violent  affection  of  the  mind,  this 
bleeding  became  much  worse,  and  a 
uterine  hemorrhage  also  took  place. 
At  length  M.  Cavalier  prescribed  the 
tannin,  in  doses  of  two  graius  every 
two  hours.  On  the  first  day,  some 
amendment  was  perceptible ;  on  the 
second,  the  flux  of  blood  from  the 
anus  ceased ;  and  on  the  third,  the 
monorrhagia  was  slopped,  giving 
place  to  an  abundant  leucorrboea, 
but  this  also  diminished  under  the 
continued  use  of  the  same  remedy, 
and  the  patient  became  convalescent. 
The  same  author  also  relates  the 
case  of  a  young  girl  of  17,  who  was 
affected  with  uterine  hemorrhage  in 
consequence  of  using  violent  exercise 
during  the  period  of  menstruation. 
She  had  employed  all  the  common 
remedies,  including  extract  of  rhata- 
ny  and  opium.  Everything  having 
been  useless,  he  prescribed  the  tan- 
nin, and  with  success  equally  prompt 
as  in  the  first  instance  ;  for,  at  the 
end  of  four  days,  the  discharge  had 
entirely  ceased. 


Ciue  of  Tetantu  cured  hy  Bleed" 
ing. — A  man,  of  about  30  years  of 
age,  after  working  very  hard,  expe- 
rienced severe  pains  in  the  vertebral 
column  :  he  was  attacked  by  locked- 
jaw,  to  which,  in  a  few  days,  succeed- 
ed tetanus  and  eroprosthotonos.  In 
the  course  of  nineteen  days,  he  was 
bled  eight  times  from  the  arm  :  the 
four  first  bleedings  were  performed 
in  the  first  two  days,  from  three  to 
four  pallets  each.  In  the  same  time, 
six  hundred  and  eighty  leeches  were 
applied  along  the  spine,  two  or  three 
warm  baths  were  administered,  and 


every  morning  and  evening  a  simple 
clyster,  with  an  addition  of  25  drops 
of  laudanom,  which  were  gradually 
increased  to  105  drops.  The  patient 
was  cured. — It  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  notwithstanding  the  great  loss 
of  blood,  the  pulse  continued  both 
very  full  and  very  frequent.  The 
man  was  so  little  weakened,  that  on 
the  fourth  day  of  his  convalescence 
he  was  in  a  condition  to  walk. 


Intermittent  Tetanus, — A  woman, 
67  years  of  age,  was  affected  with 
whitlow  on  the  thumb  of  the  right 
hand  :  the  first  phalanx  being  detach- 
ed, the  wound  healed  :  a  fortnight 
afterwards  a  pricking  pain,  was  fi»lt 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  cicatrix, 
which  extended  little  by  little  to  the 
whole  arm,  following  the  course  of 
the  median  nerve :  this  paiii  lasted 
from  five  minutes  to  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  returned  once  every  day* 
After  the  lapse  of  a  few  mouths,  tris* 
mus  and  opisthotonos  were  added  to 
the  other  symptoms.  The  thumb 
was  amputated,  and  the  disease  did 
not  reappear.  On  examining  the 
amputated  part,  it  was  observed  that 
the  cicatrix  was  cartilaginous,  and 
that  a  nervous  twig  that  was  imbed* 
ded  in  it,  was  of  a  deep  red  color  for 
the  extent  of  a  line  and  a  half.— > 
Heidelberger  Clineche  Aniialen. 


Poisoned  Sugar-Plums.  —  The 
French  chemists  have,  at  diflPerent 
times,  pointed  out  the  danger  of  eat- 
ing colored  <<  bonbons.'^  In  a  recent 
number  of  the  Clinique^  it  is  stated 
that  many  accidents  have  very  lately 
occurred  in  Paris  from  this  cause. 
We  have  never  known  such  accident 
in  this  country,  though  children  eat 
them  very  freely. 


BEPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON^ 
The  wMk  endinf  Auguit  22,  at  noon. 
Of  bilious  ferer,  1 — conaumptioa,  1 — cholera 
morbus,  1— child-bed,  1 — djeentery,  2— en.- 
largement  of  the  heart,  1 — infantile,  4 — liver 
cunpiaint,  I— ineasles,4— old-afe,l— >apaanifl, 
2— teetbinff,  1.  Males,  7-~feiiiales,  18.  To- 
tal, 20. 
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EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
respectfully  acquaints  the  physicians 
and  families  of  the  cily,  that  he  has  made 
arrangements  with  one  of  the  first  mercan- 
tile houses  on  the  continent,  to  be  regu- 
larly supplied  with  the  Genuine  Medici- 
laal  Leech.  He  has  now  on  hand  a  fresh 
supply,  just  received,  which  are  for  sale. 

N .  B.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  gen'- 
uine  Leeches  by  the  usual  way  has  in- 
duced him  to  make  the  above  arrange- 
ment at  considerable  expense,  and  he 
hopes  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
medical  faculty.  Summer-street,  oppo- 
site Purchase-street. 

Sept.  1.  3t 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY, 

MXDICAL  LXCTUB.X8. 

THE  MxDicAL  l^ACTORHS  in  Harvard 
University  will  begin  in  the  Afasta- 
chusetts  Medical  College,  Mason- street^ 
Boston,  the  third  WEDNESDAY  in  Octo- 
ber next,  the  Slst,  at  nine  o^clock,  A.  M. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warrsit. 
Chemistry,  Dr.  Webster. 
Midwifery   and  Medical    Jarisprudence, 

Dr.  CHAHNriro. 
Materia  Medica,  Dr.  Bigelow. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Dr.  Jack- 

soir. 

Students  attending  the  Medical  Lec- 
tures are  admitted,  without  /ee,  to  the 
Surgical  Operations  and  Clinical  Practice 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
during  the  courses. 

Aug.  4.        W.  CHANNING,  Dean. 
eoptOct21. 

NEW  LONDON  WORK. 

JUdT  received,  by  CARTER  &  HEN- 
DEE,  comer  of  Washington  and 
School  streets,  A  Chemical  Catechism ; 
in  which  the  Elements  of  Chemistry,  with 
the  recent  discoveries  in  the  Science,  are 
clearly  and  fully  explained.  Illustrated 
by  Notes,  Engravings  and  Tables,  and 
containing  an  Appendix  of  select  Experi- 
ments, &C.  By  Thomas  Graham,  M.D. 
Membtfr  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  London,  &c*  &c. 

C.  k  H.  have  also  just  received.  Ele- 
ments of  Chemistry.  By  Andrew  Ftfe, 
M.D.  F.R.S.E. 


EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington street,  comer  of  Winter  street, 
has  just  received  a  fresh  supply  of  EURO- 
PEAN LEECHES,  extra  large  and  in 
prime  order.  Also,  by  the  late  arrivals,  a 
general  assortment  of  MEDICINE. 

%•  Strict  personal  attention  paid  ta 
Physicians^  prescriptions  and  to  the  coni- 
pounding  and  delivery  of  Family  Medi^ 
cine,  and  all  favors  gratefully  received. 

Sept.  1.      . 

MEMOIRS  OF  DR.  GOOD. 

JUST  publbhed  and  for  sale  by  CAR^ 
TER  is  HENDEE,  Memoirs  of  the 
Life,  Writings,  and  Character,  Literary, 
Professional,  and  Religious,  of  the  lale 
John  Masow  Good,  M.D.  F.R.S.  F.R.S.L. 
Mem.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  and  F.li.S.  of  Phi* 
hidelphia,  &c  iic  frc.  By  OLnrvau 
Greoort,  LL.D.  Aug.  U. 

BERKSHraE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES 
will  commence  on  the  flrst  Thurt- 
day  in  fleptamber,  and  oontinue  fifteoii 
weeks. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Phytic  by  H,  B. 

CUJLDS,  M.D* 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  J.  D.  Welu, 

M.D. 
Medical  Jnrisprudence,  S.  W.  Williams, 

M.D. 
Theoretical  and  0per»tiv6  Surgery,  8, 
White,  M.D.  and  S.  P.  White,  M.D. 
Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Obste- 
trics, C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D. 
Chemistry,  Botany,  Mineralogy  and  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  C.  Dewt,  M.D. 
Matriculation  ticket,  f  3.   Fee  for  Leo- 
tores,  #40.    Library  ticket,  f  1.   Grado^ 
ation,  f  15,50.     Board,  including  wath-> 
ing,  lodging  and  room,  $  1,75  a  week. 
Piiltfield,  July  22,  1829.     aug4tsepO0 

MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKfi. 

JUST  pnblished,  and  for  sale  hj  CAR- 
TER &  H£NDE£,---A  Memoir  of 
Edwaro  a.  Holtoke,  M.D.  LL.D.«  pre* 
pared  in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 

Carter  &  Hendee  have  just  received  the 
Amprican  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
Wo  8^  August,  1829.— C.  Ss  H.  receive 
iubtcriptioDs  for  this  valuable  work,  and 
ftm  supply  the  numbers  from  its  coo^ 
mencement.  Aug.  18. 


Publiahad  weekly,  by  Johb  Cottok,  at  184,  Wwhington  St.  corner  of  Frankhn  St.,  to 
whom  aU  commanio^tioBs  most  be  addrewod;  pot«|Kitrf.--Prico  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  adrance,  tbri^  dollars  and  a  half  if  aot  paid  within  three  Montha*  and  ieer  dottaie  IT 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  poatage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  r  ~ 
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CASE  OF  DtlSEASRD   URETHRA,  WITH 
RETENTION   OP   URINE. 

Extraordinary   Mea$urti  adopted 
by  M.  Roux, 

On  the  ttd  of  April,  an  dd  man 
WB8  admitted  under  the  care  of  M. 
Rous.     The  case  of  this  patient, 
already  syfficientlj  severe,  present- 
ed a  character  still  more  serious 
and  important,  in  consequence  of 
the  CKtraordinarj  measures  resort- 
ed to  bj  the  surgeon  for  its  relief. 
M.  Roux,  on  questioning  the  man, 
discovered  that  he  had  only  once 
bad  a  gonorrfacea  in  his  youth,  but 
that  the  water  had  been  passed 
with  difficulty  for  some  time  ;  that 
be  had  neglected  what  he  had  con- 
sidered only  as  an  inconvenience, 
but  that,  within  the  few  last  days, 
there  had  been  a  complete  reten- 
tion.    Not  only  did  the  urethra 
appear  much  contracted,   but  it 
was  evident  that  the  canal  had  un- 
dergone a  rupture  (neither  the  seat 
nor  extent  of  which  could  be  deter- 
mined), since  there  was  a  urinous 
abscess  developed  in  the  perineum. 
The  first  indication,  of  course,  was 
to  pass  the  catheter,  and  to  draw 
off  the  urine  contained  in  the  blad- 
der ;  but  after  many  attempts  with 
various  infeitruments,  this  was  found 
to  be  impossible,  and,  considering 
M.  Rons^a  dexterity,  he  had  great 
right  to  presume  that  any  other 
person  would  equally  have  failed. 
However,  in  examining  the  patient 

30 


carefully,  the  tumor  observed  in 
the  hypogastric  region  was  thought 
not  to  belong  entirely  to  the  mene 
distention  of  the  bladder  :  it  was 
not  globular,  smooth,  and  resisting; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  very  irre- 
gular ;  it  extended  upwards  to- 
wards the  right  flank  ;  it  was  be- 
sides soft,  and  a  certain  fluctuation 
was  perceptible.  In  consequence 
of  this,  M.  Roux,  although  lie  had 
discovered  the  existence  of  stric- 
ture in  the  urethra,  and  consequent- 
ly of  a  considerable  increase  m  the 
size  of  the  bladder,  fancied  that 
this  tumor  was  a  purulent  collec- 
tion, first  originating  in  the  cellular 
tissue  of  the  perineum,  but  com- 
municatii^  with  that  of  the  pelvis, 
and  extending  to  the  right  flank. 
One  other  circumstance  seemed  to 
strengthen  this  opinion,  which  was, 
that  whilst  attempts  were  made  to 
pass  the  catheter,  a  bloody  pus  es- 
caped by  the  upper  end  of  the  in- 
strument, and  on  pressing  the  peri- 
neum, a  still  larger  quantity  escap- 
ed. There  was  nothing  to  exclude 
the  idea  of  a  communication  be- 
tween the  two  tumors.  M.  Roux, 
agitated  by  these  suppositions,  was 
uncertain  as  to  what  line  of  conduct 
he  should  adopt;  certainly  the  most 
obvious  and  simplest  plan  was  to 
penetrate  into  tne  bladder  by  the 
natural  passage,  but  unluckily  he 
had  been  unable  to  accomplish  this, 
notwithstanding  all  his  address.  It 
appeared  certain  that  the  extremity 
of  the  catheter  penetrated  into  the 
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perineal  abscess ;  the  continual  es- 
cape of  the  pus  proved  this.  Obliged 
to  abandon  all  his  efforts  in  that 
direction,  and  leaning  to  tlie  opinion 
that  the  hypogastric  tumor  was  an 
abundant  collection  of  pus,  he  de- 
cided upon  making  an  opening  into 
the  abdomen.  He  afterwards  said, 
that  had  he  been  well  convinced 
that  this  tumor  veas  merely  the 
bladder  in  a  state  of  distention,  be 
should  have  been  content  with  sim- 
ply puncturing  it ;  but  be  feared 
(should  that  not  be  the  case)  to 
wound  the  bladder  unnecessarily. 
He  therefore  wished  not  to  open 
the  bladder,  and  yet  he  madeta 
incision  two  or  three  inches  long, 
in  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen, 
parallel  to  the  linea  alba,  and  im- 
mediately above  the  pubes.  He 
divided  the  parts  layer  by  layer,  so 
OS  only  to  involve  the  abdominal 
parietes  ;  but  such  was  the  size  of 
the  bladder,  and  its  adhesion  to 
those  parietes  (as  he  said)  that  his 
instrument  parsed  at  once  into  its 
cavity.  Immediately  an  abundant 
discharge  of  fluid  ensued,  which 
was  recognized  as  urine  tinged  with 
blood;  there  was,  therefore,  on  this 
side,  only  the  common  result  of  a 
complete  retention  of  urine  ;  howe- 
ver, the  opening  was  enlarged,  so 
as  to  permit  a  gum  elastic  cathe- 
ter of  a  very  large  size,  to  be  in- 
troduced and  left  in  the  bladder. 
Some  trials  of  rather  a  singular 
nature  were  then  m^de  :  not  only 
was  an  instrument  again  introduced 
into  the  urethra  in  the  ordinary 
manner,  but,  as  the  finger  of  the 
operator,  inserted  through  the 
wound  he  had  made,  was  able  to 
reach  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  it 
struck  him  to  pass  a  catheter  in. 
this  direction  also  :  it  was  guided 
by  the  finger  into  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  having  passed  a  cer- 
tain space,  probably  the  prostatic 


portion,  it  also  was  stopped  by  the 
stricture.  The  operator,  there- 
fore, held  two  catheters  at  tlie 
same  time  ;  one  reachii^  from  the 
orifice  of  the  penis  to  the  stricture, 
the  other  from  the  wound  in  the 
abdomen,  through  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  to  the  same  spot;  and  thus 
he  could  appreciate,  in  some  de- 
gree, he  saidi  the  space  contained 
between  the  two  extremities  of  the 
instruments.  Such  was  the  first 
result  of  this  severe  and  long  ope- 
ration. The  patient  was  th«i  per- 
mitted to  rest  until  the  next  day, 
the  Md. 

On  that  day,  M.  Boyer  examined 
the  patient,  and  he  thought  it  ne- 
cessary, as  well  as  M.  Roux,  with 
the  double  intention  of  opening  the 
perineal  abscess  and  giving  a  more 
favorable  issue  to  the  urine,  to 
make  a  large  incision  of  the  integu- 
ments parallel  to  the  raphe,  below 
the  testicles,  and  thus  to  open  the 
urethra.  This  incision  was  there- 
fore made  by  M.  Roux,  who  after 
having  passed  a  catheter  by  the 
wound  in  the  abdomen,  thought  be 
felt  the  point  sufficiently  to  enable 
him  to  make  it  a  guide  for  the  rest 
of  the  operation  ;  that  is,  for  the 
incision  into  the  urethra.  This 
was  a  conductor  rather  of  a  novel 
species:  a  very  large-sized  gum 
elastic  catheter  was  finally  pushed, 
by  this  new  passage,  into  the  blad- 
der; and  as  that  was  considered 
sufficient,  the  other  was  withdrawn. 

About  an  hour  and  a  half  after 
the  operation,  a  pretty  considerable 
hemorrhage  took  place  from  the 
wound  in  the  perineum.  M.  Boy- 
er was  still  in  the  amphitheatre, 
and  he  discovered  that  the  bleeding 

Eroceeded  from  a  small  arterial 
ranch  of  the  internal  pudic  :  it 
was  readily  seized  by  the  forceps, 
and  secured.  From  that  time  the 
urine  chiefly  flowed  through  the 
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catheter,  and  very  little  was  ob- 
served at  the  upper  orifice ;  ne- 
vertheless, considering  the  man's 
age,  the  loss  of  blood,  and  the  se- 
verity of  the  operations  he  had 
undergone,  there  was  nothing  en- 
couraging in  his  condition.  On 
the  24th,  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  patient  died,  his  state 
of  tranquillitj  being  only  disturbed, 
two  hours  previous  to  his  death, 
by  delirium. 

^Yecropsy. — The  body  external- 
ly was  remarkably  thin,  and  the 
abdomen  greatly  tumefied,  from' 
which,  when  opened,  a  great 
quantity  of  foetid  gas  escaped. 
The  anterior  parietes,  divided 
transversely  about  the  navel,  was 
turned  down  towards  the  pubes. 
The  peritoneum  presented  scarce- 
ly any  trace  of  inflammation,  with 
very  little  serum,  or  redness,  and 
no  false  membrane.  The  ante- 
rior parietes  of  the  bladder  ad- 

,  hered  to  the  abdomen  above  its 
ordinary  connexion,  and  the  inci- 
sioa  had  penetrated  at  once  into 
that  viscus.  M.  Boyer  himself, 
having  sawn  through  the  pubes, 
removed  all  the  parts,  including 
the  rectum :  he  afterwards  pro- 
longed the  incision  made  during 
life,  to  the  anterior  part  of  the 
bladder,  and  a  little  pus  was  ob- 

*  served  disseminated  between  the 
peritoneal  and  muscular  coats  ; 
this  latter  was  greatly  thickened, 
so  as  to  be  five  or  six  lines  thick. 
Iq  the  interior  it  presented  thick 
fleshy  columns,  resembling  those 
of  the  heart ;  between  these  co- 
lumns were  large  cells,  especially 
towards  the  bottom  of  the  blad- 
der. All  the  neighborhood  of  the 
wound  in  the  abdomen  was  filled 
uiih  coagulated  blood.  M.  Boy- 
er, with  the  help  of  a  grooved 
sound,  divided  the  upper  part  of 
the  urethra  from  behind  forwards. 


and  the  following  particulars  were 
observed  : — The  prostatic  portion 
was  sound,  the  prostate  itself  only  . 
presenting  those  small  connexions 
found  generally  in  old  men  ;  but 
the  bulb  of  the  urethra  was  the 
seat  of  the  disease.  An  irregular 
opening  was  situated  on  the  right 
side,  communicating  with  the  ab- 
scess of  the  perineum.  The  in- 
cision made  by  M.  Roux  was  be- 
fore the  stricture,  or  rather  the 
closing  of  the  urethra,  which  ex- 
tended for  about  an  inch.  The 
rest  of  the  canal  was  sound.  The 
abscess  occupied  but  a  short 
space,  and  the  cellular  membrane 
in  its  vicinity  %vas  indurated. — 
La  CUniqu€j  iS^Svril. 


II. 

LIGATURS   or  THE  COMMON  CAROTID. 

The  following  case  of  the  success- 
ful application  of  a  ligature  to  the 
common  carotid,  for  the  purpose  of 
arresting  hemorrhage  from  a  wound 
in  the  artery  passing  through  the  pa- 
rotid gland,  has  been  recently  report- 
ed in  the  Journal  Hebdomadaire.  It 
was  performed  at  a  hospital  in  Lis- 
bon, where  the  art  of  surgery  is  cul- 
tivated with  boldness  and  success. 
In  the  same  hospital,  the  iliac  was 
recently  tied  for  an  aneurism  in  the 
groin.  The  ligature,  which  was  of 
catgut,  was  left  in  the  wound.  The 
result  of  this  case,  also,  was  success- 
ful, the  patient  having  beea  dis- 
charged ou  the  8!»tb  day. 

E.  DuARTE,  set.  44,  of  middle 
stature  and  sanguine  tempera- 
ment, addicted  to  spirits,  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Hospital  St.  Jo- 
seph at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
Feb.  27lh,  1825,  having  a  wound 
about  fourteen  or  fifteen  lines  io 
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extent,  made  with  a  cutting  in- 
strument, on  the  left  side  of  the 
face  on  the  parotid  gland.  On 
introducing  the  tinger,  it  was  as- 
certained  that  the  wound  took  the 
direction  of  the  pharynx.  The 
patient  stated  that  he  had  receiv- 
ed the  injury  at  half  past  six,  and 
lost  a  large  quantity  of  blood  at 
the  moment  from  the  external 
opening,  and  a  little  from  the 
mouth.  The  slightest  movement 
of  the  jaw  brought  on  copious 
bleeding  ;  the  face  was  pale,  the 

riulse  scarcely  to  be  felt,  and  the 
imbs  cold. 

As  it  would  have  been  difficult 
to  secure  the  vessel  at  the  site  of 
the  wound,  it  was  deemed  more 
expedient  to  take  up  the  common 
carotid,  and  this  was  immediately 
done  by  M.  J.  Lorenzo  de  Cruz, 
in  the  mapner  recommended  by 
Mr.  Hodgson.  He  went  on  with- 
out anything  very  remarkable  till 
the  thirty-seventh  day,  when  he 
was  seized  with  violent  hemor- 
rhage from  the  lower  orifice  ;  the 
blood,  from  its  quantity,  color,  and 
the  rapidity  with  which  it  flowed, 
had  every  appearance  of  being  ar- 
terial :  he  fainted,  and  remained 
long  in  that  state.  Compression 
ivas  employed,  and  when  he  reco- 
vered from  the  syncope  he  was 
bled  to  the  extent  of  five  ounces. 
He  was  placed  on  rigorous  diet 
and  absolute  rest.  The  bleeding 
did  not  return,  and  on  the  66th  day 
he  was  discharged,  the  wound 
having  entirely  healed. 


III. 

RBSI  STANCE  TO  POISON. 

The  follnwiug  remarkable  and  al- 
most incredible  account,  was  publish- 
ed in  a  late  number  of  the  London 
Journal  of  Belles  Lettres.     The  prin- 


cipal facts  it  contains,  were  substan- 
tiated in  a  sirbsequent  communication 
to  that  Journal,  from  Dr.  J.  Gordon 
Smith,  who  was  an  eye-wiineSs  of 
the  exploits  of  Mr.  Chabert,  and  who 
is  the  author  of  several  able  works 
on  the  subject  of  poisoas,  &c. 

On  Tuesday  we  had  an  opportuni- 
ty, at  the  Argyll  Rooms,  of  wit- 
nessing the  extraordinary  powers 
possessed  by  M.  Chabert,  of  re- 
sisting the  effect  of  poisons,  either 
internally  or  externally.  M.  Cha- 
bert is  the  individual  vdiose  equal- 
ly wonderful  capability  of  with- 
standing heat  has  been  shown  by 
his  remaining  shut  up  in  ovens  dur- 
ing a  long  period,  and  under  a  de- 
gree of  temperature  far  above  that 
which  would  have  destroyed  any 
other  living  creature.  The  expe- 
riments on  the  present  occasion, 
were  exhibited  to  a  private  party 
of  some  fifteen  persons,  including 
Dr.  J.  Gordon  Smith,  Mr.  Titus 
Bury,  the  surgeon,  and  other  sci- 
entific men.  Having  armed  him- 
self by  the  antidote  which  be  has 
found  to  be  a  guard  against  animal 
poisons,  M.  Chabert  swallowed 
forty  grains  of  phosphorus^  m  the 
presence  of  the  astonished  compa- 
ny.* The  phosphorus  was  distinct- 
ly put  tipon  his  tongue  by  a  gentle- 
roan,  and  beyond  all  doubt  faii*Iy 
taken  into  the  stomach,— nearly,  if 
not  quite  enough,  we  presume,  to 
have  killed  all  those  who  saw  thb 
feat  done.  His  next  exploit  was 
to  sup  two  spoonsfol  of  oil,  at  SSO 
degrees  by  the  thermometer,  i.  e«, 
120  degrees  above  the  beat  of 
boiling  water.  This  he  did  without 
any  apparent  inconvenience;  though 

•  The  enormity  of  this  dose  will  ap- 
pear, bj  referritig^  to  an  article  of  iotelH- 
gence  on  our  479tb  page,  entitled  *^  Death 
from  Pbofphorui." 
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the  fpoon  remained  for  minute^  so 
hot  that  DO  Qoe  could  bear  to  touch 
it  with  hU  hand.  Fmlljj  t/l. 
Cbabert  held  his  head  directly  ov.cf 
and  io  the  midst  of  the  fumes  q{ 
arsenic,  which,  diffusing  oyer  H 
Urge  roomi  speedily  became  too 
potent  to  be  inhaled  with  impunity 
by  any  other  being  who  was  pre* 
fent.  After  all  this  (we  add  with 
something  lil^e  satisfaptioQ  at  his 
escape,  and  at  our  own  good  luck 
in  not  being  accessories  to  murder 
or  suicide),  we  had  the  pleasure  to 
see  the  performer  eat  a  good  dinner 
and  drink  his  wine,  just  as  if  ho 
had  taken  a  rude  and  a  sip  of  sher* 
bet,  by  way  pf  whet. 

As  it  may  be  asked,  to  what 
useful  purpose  can  these  astonish- 
iog  proceedings  contribute  ?  we 
should  aspert,  that  M.  Chabert 
affirins  his  ability  to  save  the  lives 
qf  men  from  every  species  of  poi- 
pon  ;  and  that  his  antidotes,  admi- 
iustered  in  adequate  time  after  the 
poison  has  been  swallowed,  are  as 
effectual  as  if  previously  taken. 
He  farther  says,  that  he  has  thru 
antidotes,«~ODe  a  preservative 
against  vegetable,  another  against 
i^nimal,  and  a  third  against  mine- 
ral, poisons  ;  so  that  those  of  the 
whole  kingdoms  may  be  met  and 
overcome.  Even  the  fatal  hydro- 
cyanic, or  prussic  acid,  he  profess- 
es to  take  with  safety  ;  and,  from 
having  withstood  the  bites  of  vipers 
^nd  other  venomous  creatures,  he 
is  of  opinion  that  his  remedy  would 
be  a  specific  against  the  bite  of 
mad  doss,  and  a  cure  for  hydropho- 
bia. Now,  without  pledging  our- 
selves to  unhesitating  faith  on  all 
these  points,  we  cannot,  seeing 
what  we  have  seen  with  our  Qwn 
eyes,  doubt  that  M.  Chabert's 
knowledge  of  antidotes,  and  expe- 
rience with  respect  to  poisons,,  is 


eminently  worthy  of  medical  inves- 
tigation ;  and,  if  he  reallv  possess 
such  important  secrets,  that  they 
bu^t  to  be  ascertained,  and  be 
lai^ely  rewarded  .  as  a  public 
benefactor.  It  is  for  these  rea- 
sons that  we  have  publisbed  this 
account,  and  that  we  invite  our 
physicians,  .chemists,  and  other 
people  of  scientific  intelligence, 
to  inquire  into  M.  Chab.ert's  pre- 
tensions, and,  if  they  ar^e  soothe 
to  establish  them  for  the  good  of 
mankind. 

We  may  here  take  the  opportu- 
nity of  mentioning  that  M.  Orfila, 
the  celebrated  French  chemist, 
has  recently  been  making  a  series 
of  experiments  with  hydrocyanic 
acid,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  proper  means  of  re- 
storing a  person  to  life,  where  it  is 
practicable,  after  taking  that  poi- 
son. Hitherto  the  remedies  pre- 
scribed have  been  strong  infusions 
of  coffee  and  oil  of  turpentine  ;  but 
seldom  with  good  effect.  M.  Or- 
fila recommends,  first,  an  emetic  ; 
second,  the  application  of  ammo- 
niacal  or  chlorurated  water  to  the 
nostrils,  bleeding  from  the  arm, 
and  the  application  of  leeches  be- 
hind the  ears ;  third,  the  affusion 
of  cold  water,  in  the  way  prescrib- 
ed by  a  German  physician,  M. 
JSrbot,  M.  Orfila  states  that  these 
means  will  restore  the  patient,  un- 
less the  quantity  of  prussic  acid 
taken  has  oeen  very  great.  In  or- 
der to  ascertam  the  presence  of 
this  poison,  he  repommepds  the  use 
of  mtrate  ,of  silver,  by  which  the 
acid  will  I  be  precipitated  in  the 
form  of  cyanure  of  sijver. .  In  case 
of  poisoning  by  opium,  he  recom- 
mej)ds,  previo.us  to  the  administra- 
tion of  om^tics,  a  strong  decoction 
of  nujigalls,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
composing the  opium. 
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IV. 

TUMOl  WITHIN  THK  ILIUM. 

Some  Account  of  the  Disease  and 
Examination  of  the  Body  of  Ae 
late  Dr.  J.  G.  Coffin,  of  this 
City ;  Communicated  in  a  Letter 
to  tiie  late  Dr.  Gorham. 

Brookjidd,  Jan.  26, 1829. 
Mr  Dear  Sir, — It  was  the  re- 

?ue8t  of  the  late  Dr.  Coffio,  that 
should  investigate  the  nature 
and  seat  of  his  disease  by  an  exa- 
mination after  death,  and  should 
communicate  the  result  to  your- 
self and  Dr.  Hay  ward,  who  had 
administered  to  his  relief  while  in 
Boston.  This  task  I  have  most 
cheerfully  performed,  and  feel 
happy  that  a  man  so  distinguished 
by  his  scientific  acquirements, 
should  have  made  the  request, 
accompanied  with  this  noble  sen- 
timent,— that,  ''as  he  could  be 
no  longer  useful  while  living,  be 
wished  to  be  so  after  death."  I 
prefix  a  short  history  of  his  dis- 
ease, which  (if  you  think  it  worth 
while  to  publish  the  notes  of  the 
examination)  may  be  published 
with  them  in  the  Medical  Journal, 
I  am,  dear  sir,  with  much  respect^ 
Your  obliged  servant, 

John  Homans. 

John  O.  CoflSn,  M.D.,  possess- 
ed a  good  constitution,  which, 
though  not  of  the  firmest  order,  yet, 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  enabled 
him  to  perform  his  professional  la- 
bors without  two  successive  days' 
confinement  by  bodily  indisposition, 
until  August,  1827.  His  labors 
did  not  consiit  merely  in  visiting 
the  sick.  In  that  month,  he 
was  attacked  with  severe  pain  in 
the  right  side,  just  below  the  ribs, 
which  he  supposed  to  be  colic, 
having  been  subject  to  it  for  many 
years.     This  pain  continued  for 


forty-eight  hours  with  little  or  no 
intermission,  attended  with  con- 
stipation of  the  bowels  and  nausea^ 
On  the  Sd  day,  after  copious  dejec- 
tioQs,  he  was  so  far  relieved  as  to 
be  able  to  ride  a  short  distance. 
After  this,  his  digestive  organs 
became  impaired  ;  he  grew  fee- 
ble, had  inclination  to  evacuate 
the  bladder  frequently,  followed 
by  pain  over  the  symphysis  pubis, 
and  always  felt  uneasiness,  vary- 
ing in  intensity  only,  in  the  right 
side,  the  seat  of  the  first  pain. 
In  this  state  he  remained  for  se- 
veral months,  but  gradually  de- 
clining in  strength,  and  diminishing 
in  size  and  weight,  till  the  follow- 
ing June,  when  he  went  to  Phila- 
delphia, thence  to  Newberg, — 
whence  he  returned  (o  Boston, 
much  exhausted  by  an  exacerba- 
tion at  Newberg.  In  October  he 
had  another  severe  attack,  and  a 
fourth  in  December.  After  this 
he  came  to  Brookfield  by  slow 
stages.  For  several  months  a 
diarrhoea  had  attended  him  ;  this 
now  increased  so  as  to  reduce  him 
to  the  bed,  when,  on  the  17th  and 
18(h  lost.,  he  underwent  the  last 
severe  sufferings  by  an  attack 
much  like  the  former  ones.  He 
survived  this  but  a  few  days,  and 
died  on  Friday,  the  33d  inst.  The 
symptoms  in  all  these  attacks 
were  similar,  the  pain  occasion- 
ally extending  to  the  hips,  and  in 
the  last  attack  the  pain  was  more 
severe  in  the  left  hip  and  over 
the  left  side  of  the  pubis.  Fre- 
quent calls  for  passing  urine  at- 
tended him  throughout  the  disease. 

Examination,  four  hours  after  deatK 

Body  exceedingly  emaciated. 
The  right  side,  between  the  dia- 
phragm and  the  right  ilium,  pro- 
minent. On  dividing  the  skin  and 
muscles,  the  vessels  of  the  omen- 
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turn  were  found  tur|:id)  and  tbe 
omentum,  the  contracted  blood* 
vessels  of  the  peritoneum,  and  tbe 
colon  and  small  intestines,  except 
tbe  duodenum,  were  distended. 
The  liver,  stomach,  bnd  duode- 
num wore  a  healthy  appearance  ; 
•pleeo  somewhat  enlarged,  and 
harder  than  usual  :  mesenteric 
glands  were  enlarged.  The  in- 
testines on  the  right  side  adhered 
to  each  other  in  some  measure. 
Betiveen  the  umbilicus  and  the 
anterior  superior  spinous  process 
of  the  ileum,  was  a  tumor,  nearly 
as  large  as  the  kidney,  enclosed 


by  the  intestine  ileum  at  its  jonc* 
tion  with  the  c(Bcom  .and  colon, 
hard,  irregular,  and  sarcomatous.* 
On  opening  the  tumor,  pus  was 
discharged  ;  it  consisted  of  flesh 
growing  Trom  the  side  of  the  in- 
testine. .  Tbe  ileum,  for  twelve 
inches  from  this,  was  nearly  pur- 
ple. A  concretion  of  the  size  of 
a  pea,  was  found  in  the  ductus 
communis.  The  coats  of  the 
bladder  were  rigid,  and  on  the 
left  side  were  two  tumors,  one  of 
the  size  of  an  English  walnut,  the 
other  of  a  common  walnut,  caused' 
by  rupture  of  the  muscular  coat. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODIGAIi  LITERATURE. 


CAPACITY  OF  TBK  LUNGS. 

Ths  amount  of  air  which  the  human 
lungs  are  capable  of  receiving  under 
a  variety  of  circumstances,  is  very 
differently  stated  hy  authors  who 
have  written  on  tbe  subject.  With 
«  view  to  obtain  some  accurate  re- 
sults on  thb  point,  Dr.  Herbst,  of 
Oottingen,  has  instituted  some  expe- 
riments, the  results  of  which  seem 
worthy  of  considerable  confidence. 
The  apparatus  employed  by  Dr.  H. 
is  very  simple,  consisting  of  a  gradu- 
ated bell  jar  standing  io  a  vessel  of 
water,  and  having  a  stop-cock  at  its 
summit,  connected  with  a  glass  tube 
shaped  like  a  horizontal  S.  Breath- 
ing out  of  this  jar,  produced  at  first 
some  embarrassment,  and  the  func- 
tion was  not  naturally  performed. 
hy  a  little  practice^  however,  the  dif* 
ficoity  was  overcome,  and  the  inspi- 
ration was  made  with  tbe  same  ease 
as  if  performed  in  the  open  air. 
The  accuracy  of  tbe  results  was  ve- 
rified by  causing  an  equal  number  of 


expirations  to  be  made  into  the  jar 
filled  with  water* 

The  quantity  of  air  inhaled  in  easy 
inspiration,  was  found  to  be  from  20 
to  25  inches  In  men  of  ordinary  sta- 
ture. The  extreme  capacity  of  in- 
spiration and  expiration  varied  much 
in  different  persons.  A  robust  man, 
22  years  of  age,  after  full  inspiratioU| 
expired  180  inches  ;  after  full  expira- 
tion,  inspired  184.  A  small  man  of 
the  same  age,  under  like  circum- 
stances, expired  144  inches.  Two 
fat  men,  otherwise  stout  and  healtbyi 
did  not  exceed  140.  The  greatest 
expirations  noticed,  were  232  and 
244  inches ;  both  in  very  powerful 
men,  one  tall,  tbe  other  of  middling 
stature.  The  capacity  was  much 
diminished  by  tight  clothing,  and  the 
difference  io  men  when  dressed  and 
undressed  was  very  striking.  In 
women,  tbe  capacity  of  the  lungs  is 

*  This  tumor  it  now  in  the  anatomical 
cabinet  of   the  Masfachatetti    Medical 
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much  ioforior  to  that  of  men ;  the 
frreatest  expiratioo  mentioned  being 
144  inches.  From  experiments  of 
the  bodies  of  men  who  died  suddenly 
when  in  health,  Dr.  H.  found  that 
the  lungs,  when  dbtended  as  far  as 
possible  without  tearing  them,  never 
held  mora  than  186  inches^  This 
fact,  in  connection  with  those  above 
stated,  seems  to  show  that  very  little 
air  can  remain  in  the  lungs  aAer  a 
forcible  expiration.  The  capacity 
of  the  lungs  is  very  much  diminbhed 
by  disease.  The  full  inspirations  of 
two  individuals  affected  with  phthisis, 
were  42  and  46  inches.  Animals, 
in  proportion  to  their  weight,  have  a 
much  greater  capacity  than  men  ;  a 
fact  which  corresponds  to  the  advan- 
tage they  possess  in  point  of  muscular 
strength.  The  capacity  of  the  luogs 
in  grown  up  cats,  is  from  20  to  24 
inches,  and  in  dogs  the  disproportion 
h  equally  great.  The  speed  possess- 
ed by  these  animals,  and  the  length 
ef  time  they  can  continue  in  motion 
without  fatigue,  must  depend  in  part 
on  this  circumstance. 


ULCEES  ON   THiB  I^ORNfiA. 

A  VALUABLE  paper  on  this  subject 
appeared  in  the  July  number  of  the 
Edinburgh  Journal.  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  author,  treats  generally  of  those 
dicers  on  the  cornea  which  penetrate 
the  stricture,  and  permit  a  discharge 
of  the  aqueous  humor.  This  unfor- 
tunate occurrence  may  be  known  by 
a  gradual  failure  of  sight  from  morn- 
ing till  night,  and  a  restoration  of  it 
in  the  morning ;  by  a  shrivelling  of 
the  ball  of  the  eye  in  the  evening ; 
or  by  actual  microscopic  examination. 
The  first  symptoms  are  ascribed  to 


the  circumstance,  that  the  humor  is 
discharged  in  the  greatest  quantity 
when  the  eye  is  in  motion,  and  the 
welMcnown  physiological  fact,  that 
this  humor  is  reproduced  with  great 
rapidity.  In  the  treatment  of  olcera 
on  the  cornea,  Mr.  B.  comes  to  tbo 
fbllowing  conclusions : — 

^  1.  Caustic  ought  to  be  very  cati- 
tiously  applied  in  ulcers  of  the  cor- 
nea ;  for  if,  by  its  incautious  applica- 
tion, repeated  sloughs  are  formed,  an 
opening  will  be  made  through  the 
whole  thickness  of  the  cornea,  and 
the  eye  will  be  exposed  to  the  de- 
structive changes  of  structure  above 
described. 

^'  2.  When  protrusion  of  the  iris 
takes  place  from  a  sloughing  ulcera- 
tion of  the  cornea,  no  attempt  should 
be  made  to  replace  it  into  its  natural 
position.  It  is  rather  to  be  coasider- 
ed  a  fortunate  event,  as  the  only  way 
by  which  the  further  destruction  of 
the  eye  may  be  prevented. 

^'3.  This  natural  process  by  which 
abroach  in  the  cornea  is  repaired, 
may,  in  some  cases  where  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  eye  is  threatened,  be 
advantageously  imitated  by  art.  This 
might  be  accomplished  by  making 
pressure  upon  the  eyeball,  era  small 
book  might  be  introduced  through 
the  opening  in  the  cornea,  with,  which 
a  portion  of  the  iris  might  be  drawn 
out  and  strangulated  so  as  to  adhere. 
In  performing  this  operation,  care 
should  be  uken  to  draw  out  the  mi- 
liary rather  than  the  pupillary  part 
of  the  iris,  in  order  that  the  size  of 
the  pupil  may  be  diminished  as  little 
as  possible." 


ACTION  OF  TRft   ARtBRISS   IN  THE 
OfROOLATlOir. 

The  qoestion  as  to  the  seat  of  the 
motive  powers  which  produce  the 
circulation,  has  been  more  or  less 
agitated  ever  since  the  time  of  Har- 
vey, and  seems  likely  to  exercise  the 
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iftgeDuity  of  pbystotogists  for  a  con- 
siderable period*  Among  other 
doubts,  it  has  been  doubted  whether 
an  actual  dilatafion  of  the  arteries 
occurs  among  the  systole  of  the  heart. 
To  determine  this  point,  some  inge- 
nious experiments  were  made  by  M. 
Poisenille,  of  Paris,  on  the  carotid  ar* 


tery  of  a  horse.  The  result  of  these 
was,  that  at  each  pulsation  the  capa- 
city of  the  vessel  was  increased  by 
about  a  thirtieth  part.  Of  course,, 
during  the  diastole,  the  artery  restor- 
ed itself,  by  its  elasticity,  to  the  same 
diameter  which  it  previously  pos- 
sessed. 


BOSTON>  TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8,  1829. 


ANTIdUlTT  OF    nMALLFOX. 

Thbeb  Is  certainly  no  subject  con- 
nected with  medical  science,  which, 
in  proportion  to  its  real  importance, 
has  been  more  earnestly  and  zealous- 
ly investigated,  than  that  of  the  ana- 
logy which  may  be  traced  between 
ancient  diseases  and  those  which 
constitute  the  nosology  of  modern 
times.  Not  only  have  the  medical 
works  of  former  days  been  most 
carefully  translated  and  commented 
on  with  this  view,  but  there  is  scarce 
a  passage  in  any  sacred  or  profane 
author  descriptive  of  disease,  but  it 
has  been  so  amended,  explained,  and 
amplified,  as  to  become  a  complete 
description  of  some  modern  malady. 
Indeed,  so  great  has  been  the  inge- 
nuity of  some  commentators,  that  all 
difficulties  have  vanished  beforo 
them;  and  such  their  confidence, 
that  neither  the  acknowledged  igno- 
rance of  their  authors  in  medicine, 
the  paucity  of  the  facts  detailed,  nor 
the  ambiguity  of  the  language  in 
which  they  are  described, — an  am- 
biguity  almost  inseparable  from 
the  terms  of  science  in  the  more  an- 
cient laoguages,-— can  inspire  them 
with  any  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of 
their  conclusions.     This,  however. 


has  generally  beeo  noticed  wher« 
there  was  some  peculiar  theory,  a 
priori,  to  be  supported.  Men  of 
learning,  not  biassed  in  this  way, 
have  acknowledged  the  difficulty  at^ 
tending  these  investigations ;  and  the 
diversity  of  results  obtained  by  dil^ 
ferent  persons  from  the  same  pre-^ 
mises,  bear  ample  testimony  to  tba 
sincerity  of  the  confession. 

These  remarks  have  been  suggest-^ 
ed  to  us,  in  the  present  instance,  by 
some  speculations  of  Dr.  Baron,  the 
distinguished  author  of  the  life  of 
Jenner, — the  object  of  which  is  to 
siiow  that  the  disease  of  smallpox, 
instead  of  being,  as  is  generally  ima- 
gined, of  comparatively  modern  ori- 
gin, has  in  fact  existed  from  the  ear- 
liest times,  and  certainly  as  far  back 
as  the  days  of  Moses.  Whether  this 
point  is  sufficiently  made  out  or  not, 
we  will  not  say  ;  but  some  of  the  ci- 
tations on  which  he  builds  his  theory, 
appear  to  afford  to  it  but  a  slender 
foundation.  He  finds  smallpox  in 
the  boils  inflicted  on  the  ancient 
Egyptians,  smallpox  in  the  pesti- 
lences of  ancient  Rome,  and  small- 
pox in  the  plague  of  Athens.  In 
respect  to  the  first  discovery,  we 
apprehend  the   Doctor  is   indebted 
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for  it,  in  a  txmsiderable  degree,  to 
Ibis  owD  iniRgiaation.  In  point  of 
^probability,  it  is  very  much  upon  a 
f>ar  with  the  irreverent  suggestion  of 
•aJate  writer  on  syphilis,  who  conjec- 
tured that  tbe  malady  with  which 
David  describes  himself  as  afflicted, 
(Ps.  S8^)  coiJld  be  no  other  than  the 
-one  at  present  known  by  that  title. 

To  suppose  that  a  disease  express- 
ly  recorded  as  miraculous,  and  as 
visited  on  -a  people  for  their  punish- 
ment,-was  entailed  on  mankind  from 
that  period,  although  no  allusion  is 
tnade  to  such  a  fact  in  the  sacred 
history,  and  no  trace  can  be  disco- 
vered of  anything  similar  for  a  thou- 
sand years  after,  certainly  seems  a 
little  extravagant.  As  for  the  pesti- 
lence which  so  often  visited  Rome, 
the  accounu  of  it  by  the  historians 
are  too  vague  to  warrant  any  precise 
inference,  and  many  circumstances 
which  must  almost  uocessarily  have 
been  noticed  in  smallpox,  are  omit- 
ted. The  plague  of  Athens  is  more 
accurately  described  by  Thucydides, 
who  possessed  peculiar  advantages, 
and  probably  recorded  what  he  saw 
in  language  which,  to  those  for  whom 
he  wrote,  was  perfectly  clear  and 
unambiguous ;  yet,  as  translated  Into 
English,  his  description  conveys  but 
an  imperfect  idea  of  the  precise 
symptoms.  The  most  striking  and 
exact  portion  of  it,  is  thus  rendered 
By  Dr.  B. : — ^**  Some  persons,  from 
no  ostensible  cause,  but  on  a  sudden, 
being  in  bealih,  were  first  seized 
with  viulent  heats  of  the  head,  and 
redness  and  inflammation  of  the  eyes; 
and  as  to  tbe  interior  of  tbe  head, 
the  throat  and  tongue  were  imme- 
diately bloody,  and  the  breath  emit- 


ted, bad  and  fcetid.  Next  after  theae 
symptoms,  sneezing  and  hoarseness 
caroe  on,  and  in  a  little  while  the 
disease  descended  into  the  cbes^ 
with  a  violent  ^ough.  And  when  it 
settled  in  the  stomach,  it  both  turned 
it,  and  all  offscourings  of  bile  that 
have  beon  named  by  physicians  suc- 
ceeded, and  these  with  great  distress. 
The  greater  part  were  affected  with 
a  fruitless  hiccough,  attended  with 
strong  spasm ;  with  some,  having 
immediate  interval  of  ease,  with  oth- 
ers much  later.  And  the  body  to 
tbe  outward  touch,  was  not  very  hot, 
neither  was  it  pale ;  but  somewhat 
red,  livid,  effloresced  with  small  pus- 
tules and  blotches,"  That  some  of 
the  phenomena  above  mentioned  are 
also  those  of  smallpox,  is  certainly 
true  %  but  the  resemblance  is  by  no 
means  sufficient  to  determine  the 
identity  of  the  diseases,  even  making 
some  allowance  for  the  change  which 
smallpox  may  have  undergone  in  the 
course  of  transmission  through  a  se- 
ries of  generations.  A  person  dis- 
posed to  prove  that  a  severe  form  of 
measles  or  scarlet  fever  existed  in 
former  times,  might  find  many  points 
in  tbe  description  of  Tbucydides  to 
confirm  his  theory  ;  and  it  is  only  by 
coming  to  the  examination  of  such 
subjects  with  «  mind  wholly  unpre- 
judiced, that  any  one  can  hope  to 
arrive  at  just  and  correct  conclusions* 


ANATOMICAL  DISSECTION. 

Mr.  Warburton's  bill  for  the  regn- 
lation  of  anatomical  schools  in  Eng- 
land, while  its  fate  was  uncertain, 
found  very  various  degrees  of  favor 
in  the  eyes  of  different  individuals  of 
the  profession.     Its  failure,  however, 
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will  cbAck  the  cavils  of  its  opposers, 
and  will  probably  be  re|(arded  as  a 
ittisfortone  by  the  whole  medical 
community.  Its  provisions  were 
briefly  as  follows  :*— That  a  com  mis- 
sion should  be  appointed,  to  consist 
of  not  more  than  seven  persons,  the 
majority  of  whom  should  be  non* 
professional,  and  none  of  them  en- 
gaged in  aoy  school  of  anatomy. 
These  commissions  were  to  have  the 
power  of  granting  licenses  for  the 
establishment  of  aoatomiciil  schools, 
of  inspecting  the  mode  in  which  they 
were  conducted,  and  of  forming  a 
code  df  laws  for  their  due  regulation. 
That  no  person  should  keep  a  school 
for  dissection  of  human  bodies,  or 
perform  such  dissection,  or  permit  it 
to  be  performed,  in  any  place  belong- 
ing to  him,  without  license  from  this 
commission,  under  penally  of  one 
hundred  pounds.  That,  whenever 
any  person  died  in  a  prison,  hospital, 
or  workhouse,  and  the  body  was  not 
claimed  within  three  days  by  any 
friends  or  relatives,  it  should  be  law- 
ful fur  the  person  having  the  care 
thereof,  to  deliver  the  same  to  any 
party  duly  licensed  as  above,  for  the 
purpose  of  dissection.  That,  if  any 
person,  during  his  life-time,  by  writ- 
ing or  before  witnesses,  declared  his 
wish  to  be  dissected  after  death,  it 
shoald  be  lawful  for  his  administra- 
tors, if  they  saw  fit,  to  deliver  up  the 
body  for  that  purpose.  That,  to  any 
person  wishing  to  dissect  privately, 
not  being  connected  with  any  school, 
the  commissioners  should  be  author- 
ised to  grant  a  license  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  two  pounds.  That  every 
person  receiving  a  body  for  dissec- 
tion, should  receive  with  it  a  minute 


of  the  date  of  delivery,  of  the  name, 
age,  sex,  and  place  of  abode  of  the 
deceased,  and  enter  the  particulars 
on  a  book  to  be  kept  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  commission.  That  the 
remains  of  every  body  aAer  dissec- 
tion, should,  at  the  expense  of  the 
party  dissecting,  be  enclosed  in  a 
separate  coffin  and  interred  with  the 
rites  of  Christian  burial,  and  an  entry 
be  made,  in  the  parish  register,  of 
the  date  of  burial,  the  name,  age,  and 
abode  of  the  deceased,  and  the  name 
of  the  officiating  minister. 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  this  bill, 
which,  in  its  technical  form,  includes 
eighteen  separate  enactments,  and 
presents  to  the  legally  unlearned 
reader,  a  somewhat  formidable  and 
forbidding  aspect. 

We  have  said  that  there  existed 
concerning  it  considerable  diserepao- 
cy  of  opinion  ;  and  we  may  add  that, 
on  the  whole,  it  was  not  viewed  with 
much  favor  by  those  for  whose  bene- 
fit it  was  intended.  Some  inconve- 
nience and  difficulty  were  appre- 
hended from  the  mode  proposed  for 
the  granting  of  licenses;  and  the 
provision  for  the  burial  of  the  dead 
was  regarded  as  useless  and  cumber- 
some. Such  as  it  is,  however,  it 
would  certainly,  in  its  operation, 
have  tended  to  prevent  those  gross 
outrages  which  the  cultivators  of  ana- 
tomy are  obliflred  to  commit  or  en- 
courage, and  remove  many  of  the- 
obstacles  which  now  oppose  them- 
selves to  the  acquisition  of  that  sci- 
ence. The  subjects  were  to  be  ob- 
tained from  the  prisons,  hospitals, 
and  almshouses, — all  institutions  sup- 
ported at  the  public  expense, — and 
the  former  because  their  iumates  are 
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guiltj  of  crimes  which  render  them 
unworthy  to  associate  with  their  fel* 
low-men.  Three  days  were  allowed 
for  the  application  of  friends,  and 
during  this  time  the  body  night  be 
taken  by  any  person  who  claimed  it, 
for  interment.  The  provision  which 
regards  the  minutes  to  be  kept  by  the 
dissector,  made  it  necessary  for  eve- 
ry one  having  a  subject,  to  be  ready 
<to  show  that  it  came  fairly  into  his 
/possession  ;  and  the  penalties  affixed 
:to  tite  violation  of  this  and  the  other 
provisions,  were  such  as  might  be 
supposed  to  ensure  their  faithful  exe- 
•cotion.  On  the  whole,  it  is  the  last 
effort  for  the  legislative  protection 
of  anatomy  abroad,  that  will  proba- 
bly be  made  for  a  long  period  ;  and 
the  friends  of  humanity  may  well  la- 
ment that  it  should  have  been  attend- 
ed  with  so  little  success. 


eUBCARBONATE  OP  AMMONIA. 

Its  Effect  an  the  Cutaneous  Func^ 
tions. 

The  value  of  the  Subcarbonate  of 
Ammonia  in  diseases  of  the  skin  is 
but  very  partially  known.  Dr.  Wil- 
kinson  wrote  a  pamphlet  recommend- 
ing it  several  years  ago  ;  but  bis 
praises  were  so  extravagant,  and  his 
cases  of  cure  so  wonderful,  that  his 
work  never  received,  we  apprehend, 
the  credence  and  general  perusal 
which  it  merits.  'We  have  often 
found  chronic  diseases  of  the  surface, 
which  could  not  be  reached  by  or- 
•dinary  remedies,  extremely  ready  to 
submit  to  the  power  of  Ammonia. 
It  should  however  be  given  in  much 
larger  doses  than  usually  prescribed, 
and  the  so  should  be  repeated  more 
frequently.     By  way  of  illustrating 


this  subjecti  we  beg  letve  to  refer 
thoo-eader  to  the  following  satisfac- 
tory, and  by  no  means  extra  vagaDt 
ease,  which  recently  occurred  at  ik% 
Hospital  St.  Louis  at  Paris. 

'*  P.  M.,  S8  years  old,  emaciated^ 
and  of  a  very  weak  constitution,  ob- 
served, in  the  month  of  July,  a  par- 
ticular eruption  on  bis  forehead  ;  this 
having  been  suppressed  for  a  time, 
by  a  nostrum,  the  composition  of 
which  was  unknown,  soon  returned 
again,  with  a  tendency  to  Ibrm  ul- 
cers, and  began  to  spread  over  tho 
whole  body.  On  his  admission  into 
the  hospital  in  September,  under  the 
care  of  M .  Biett,  he  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing state  : — Almost  the  whole  of 
his  body,  but  especially  the  inferior 
extremities,  were  covered  with  ulcer- 
ating pustules  of  different  sizes ;  ia 
the  centre  of  each  pustule  there  was 
a  prominent,  black,  very  hard  crust, 
surrounded  by  a  white  ulcerating 
margin  ;  the  epidermis  round  the  ul- 
cers presented  a  copper-colored  de- 
fined areola.  In  these  pustules, 
where  the  crusts  had  been  detached, 
the  surface  was  excavated,  much  in- 
jected, aud  covered  by  greyish- white 
tenacious  matter ;  the  skin  between 
the  pustules  exhibited  livid  blotches, 
the  scars  of  former  ulcers.  The 
patient  had,  in  1814,  successively 
been  affected  with  gonorrhoea,  chan- 
cre, and  bubo,  and  bad  never  had 
recourse  to  a  proper  mercurial  treat- 
ment ;  he  was  married,  and  his  wife, 
who  had  borne  several  healthy  child- 
ren, had  never  presented  any  signs 
of  infection.  His  general  health 
was  good. 

^'  M.  Biett,  having  for  some  time 
employed  cinnabar  fumigations,  and 
the  alkaline  bath,  prescribed  the 
Subcarbonate  of  Ammonia,  from  the 
use  of  which  he  had,  in  similar  cases, 
observed  very  setisfactc»ry  effects. 
The  patient  took  a  drachm  daily; 
and  this  being  borne  very  well,  and 
without  the  least  disturbance  of  the 
digestive  organs,  the  dose  was  afier- 
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wards  increased  to  two  aod  even  to 
three  drachms.  The  crusu  were 
gradually  detached,  and  the  excavat- 
ed ulcers  became  more  superficial 
and  assumed  a  healthy  appearance ; 
so  that  the  patient,  after  having  used 
the  Sobcarbonate  of  Ammonia  for 
twenty  days,  was  perfectly  cured." 


PRBONANCTi   COMPLICATBD   WITH   MA- 
LIGNANT  TUMORS. 

Rosalia  Julibn  was  married  in  1822, 
at  the  age  of  27^  and  after  the  lapse 
of  three  months,  miscarried,  the  foetus 
apparently  of  about  six  weeks.  Nine 
months  after  this  her  husband  died. 
The  widow,  greatly  affected,  suffered 
from  deraogement  of  health  ;  she  ob- 
served, notwithstanding  the  menses 
were  regular,  that  her  abdomen  in- 
creased in  size  ;  a  sense  of  weight 
obstructed  her  in  walking,  and  she 
had  frequent  desire  to  pass  her  urine. 
In  the  course  of  three  years,  the  sise 
of  the  abdomen  increased  slowly, 
•and  at  the  end  of  that  time  it  assumed 
the  appearance  of  a  person  about 
four  or  &ye  months  gone  with  child. 
M.  Troossel,  consulted  in  1826,  re- 
cogovBed  in  the  hypogastric  region 
a  hard,  round,  indolent  tumor,  dip- 
ping down  into  the  pelvis,  easily  de- 
tected by  the  touch  either  through 
the  rectum  or  vagina,  having  about 
the  size  of  the  head  of  a  full-grown 
foetus.  This  tumor  had  depressed 
the  uterus,  but  without  deranging  the 
menstruation,  or  disordering  any  of 
the  other  functions.  From  the  above 
period  the  abdomen  did  not  increase 
in  volume,  the  general  health  conti- 
Dded  good,  and,  in  January^  1828, 
the  woman  was  married  again.  In 
the  month  of  April  following,  there 
was  reason  to  suspect  pregnancy : 
the  abdomen  enlarged  so  as  to  make 
walking  troublesome  ;  shooting  pains 
in  the  hypogastrium,  particularly  oo 
the  right  side,  took  place  :  neverthe- 
less, the  condition  of  the  uterus  coukt 
not  be  ascertained.  The  belly  con- 
tinued to  increase,  especially  on  the 
right  side  $   the  patient  was  obliged 


to  remain  in  the  recumbent  postures; 
the  pain  became  more  frequent  and 
severe ;     sleeplessness,    emaciation, 
fever^    and    diarrhoea   ensued ;    and 
death  took  place  on  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1828.    On  opening  the  body, 
the  abdomen  was  found  almost  en- 
tirely occupied  by  an  enormous  tu- 
mor, of  from  13  to  15  inches  in  dia- 
meter, having  a  fibrous  appearance, 
and   presenting  within  it  several  iso- 
lated cavities,  formed  in  a  scirrhous^ 
encephaloid  tissue,  of  a  reddish  white 
color,  and  of  a  variable  consistence  ; 
the  uterus  was  pushed  into  the  lefb 
side  of  the  abdomen,  and  contained 
a  foetus  of  four  or  ^ve  months.     In 
the  parietes  of  the  uterus,  four  small 
tumors,   of  a   fibrous   nature,  were 
found.     The  large  swelling  hact  been 
developed  between  the  two  layers  of 
the  broad   ligament;  it  adhered  to 
the  uterus,  for  a  considerable  extent,, 
by  a  dense  cellular  membrane,  and 
by  a  kind  of  pedicle,  short  and  broad, 
about  an   inch  across,  of  a  fibrous 
nature,  intimately  united  to  the  fibres 
of  the  uterus,  and  fixed  to  the  right 
side  of  that  organ  near  the  insertion 
of  the  vagina. 

The  reporter  makes  no  mention 
of  the  relations  of  this  tumor  Witb 
respect  to  the  ovary  of  the  same 
side ;  but,  from  its  situation,  it  may 
be  presumed  to  have  had  its  original 
seat  in  that  organ. — Bui.  des  8c,  M, 

ExiirpaHon  of  the  left  Owarttwi.— 
A  woman,  38  years  of  age,  had  borne 
five  children  in  the  space  of  seven 
years.  After  her  fourth  delivery, 
she  suffered  from  inflammation  of  the 
womb :  from  that  period  she  com- 
plained of  a  dull  pain  in  the  left  side 
of  the  hypogastrium,  and  about  a  year 
and  a  half  after  her  last  confinement, 
she  perceived  a  small  tumefaction  on 
the  leA  side :  a  few  sulphur  baths 
caused  it  nearly  to  disappear  for  a 
time,  but  latterly  it  had  extended 
over  the  abdomen.  Two  years  sub- 
sequent to  this,  her  menses  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  malignant  fluor  albus, 
which  added  to  the  debility  already 
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induced.  Dr.  Chrynier  having  de- 
cided on  the  nature  of  the  affection, 
and  the  patient  htivirig  cuiiseaied  to 
the  operation,  it  wiis  performed  by 
ninkiiig  an  incision  from  the  zyphoid 
cartilage  to  the  pubes,  leaving  the 
navel  to  the  right.  The  opening 
made  into  the  peritoneum  caused  a 
prolapsus  of  a  great  part  of  the  intes- 
tines :  they  were  immediately  enve- 
loped in  a  warm  and  moist  cloth. 
The  adhesions  of  the  tumor  to  the 
peritoneum  and  to  the  edge  of  the 
pelvis  were  then  divided,  and  a  dou- 
ble ligature  was  applied  to  the  pedule 
of  the  tumor  attached  to  the  broad 
ligament,  which  was  divided  an  inch 
below  the  ligature.  The  intestines, 
which  had  been  wrapped  in  the  towel 
about  five  or  six  minutes,  were  then 
replaced  within  the  abdomen,  the 
aerosity  accumulated  in  the  pelvis 
was  wiped  off  wiih  a  sponge,  and  the 
wound  closed  by  suture.  The  ope- 
ration lasted  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  the  patient  lost  only  a  few  ounces 
of  blood.  An  emulsion,  containing 
nitre,  was  ordered  immediately,  and 
hiccough,  with  cold  shivering,  show- 
ing themselves  after  some  little  time, 
some  doses  of  laudanum  were  admi- 
nistered. The  cure  was  not  inter- 
rupted by  any  accident,  and  at  the 
end  of  six  weeks  the  woman  return- 
ed to  her  native  place.  Since  this 
operation  she  has  borne  a  healthy 
child.  The  tumor  weighed  eight 
pounds,  exceeded  in  size  the  head  of 
a  child,  was  irregular  on  its  surface, 
livid  in  some  places,  and  within,  pre- 
sented cavities,  some  filled  with  a 
fluid  of  the  consistence  of  honey, 
and  others  with  a  greenish  and  sa- 
nious  liquid. — Grarfe  6l  Walthe^s  J. 
Five  cases  (of  which  the  above  is 
the  fourth)  wherein  operations  for 
the  extirpation  of  diseased  ovaria 
were  either  attempted,  or  actually 
performed,  are  published  in  the 
"  Archives  Generales'*  for  May. 
The  above  case  was  successful.  In 
the  first,  the  tumor  was.  so  attached 
that  the  extirpation  could  not  be 
performed  ;   the  abdomen  was  there- 


fore cUised,  and  the  woman  esca|»ed 
with  difficulty  from  the  consequences. 
In  the  second,  the  patient  died  thirty- 
six  hours  after  the  operation.  In  the 
third  case,  also,  the  patient  perished 
at  the  same  period.  In  the  fifth 
case,  the  tumor  was  so  firmly  adhe- 
rent that  it  could  not  be  removed, 
but  the  operator  cut  away  Che  sac, 
and  was  under  the  necessity  of  se- 
curing some  arterial  branches.  The 
woman  died  in  thiity-six  hours. 


Observations  on  the  InJIuen^e  of 
Cold  on  New4>om  Children, — Dr. 
Trevisan  has  been  making  researches 
in  Italy,  principally  at  Castel-Fraoco, 
anologous  to  those  of  MM.  Villeroie 
and  Milne  Edwards  in  France.  The 
conclusions  at  which  he  arrives,  are, 
— 1.  In  Italy,  of  100  infants  born  In 
December,  January,  and  February, 
^  died  in  the  first  month,  15  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  and  19  survived  ; 
— 2.  Of  100  born  in  spring,  48  sur- 
vive the  first  year  ; — 3.  Of  100  born 
in  summer,  83  survive  the  first  year; 
^-4.  Of  100  born  in  autuaan,  58  sur- 
vive the  first  twelve  months.  He 
attributes  this  mortality  of  the  infants 
solely  to  the  practice  of  exposing 
them  to  cold  air  a  few  days  after 
their  birth,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
them  baptised  at  the  church.  As 
well  as  MM.  Milne  Edwards  and 
Yillerme,  Dr.  Trevisan  calls  the  at- 
tention of  the  ecclesiastical  authority 
to  measures  suited  to  put  a  stop  lo 
such  disasters,  without  vi<»latittg  the 
precepts  or  practices  of  religion. — 
Brande*s  Journal. 


Fatal  Mistake  in  a  Prescription. 
— VVheu  we  consider  the  hurried 
manner  in  which  medical  men  often 
write  their  prescriptions,  it  appears 
wonderful  that  so  few  mistakes  should 
occur;  nevertheless,  the  following 
case  will  show  the  necessity  of  cau- 
tion, and  the  propriety  of  the  physi- 
cian invariably  reading  over  his  pre- 
scription with  care,  before  be  sends 
it  to  the .  chemist. — Dr.  B.,  of  Moo* 
tagoe,  states^  that  he  was  consultad 
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about  a  child  on  the  2(5th  of  Mayy 
fbr  whom  he  recommended  ten  grains 
of  sulphate  of  quinine  in  a  lavement. 
Iq  writing  his  prescription,  howcveri 
he  inadvertently  substituted  the  word 
Morphine  for  Quinine,  The  injec- 
tion was  administered,  and  the  child 
died  in  a  few  hours  !  It  is  creditable 
to  Dr.  B.  to  give  publicity  to  the 
fact,  as  a  warning  to  others ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  expresses  him- 
self shows  the  indelible  impression 
which  the  event  has  made  oo  bis  mind. 


which  pursued  its  usual  course  to  the- 
head.— ilrcAtres  Ginirales. 


Death  from  Phosphorus. — A  che- 
mist  at  Biel,  wishing  to  make  expe- 
riments on  the  action  of  phosphorus, 
took  a  grain  of  that  substance  with 
sugar  oD  the  20th  of  October  last. 
Next  day  he  took  two  grains  ;  and 
on  the  22d,  three  grains.  Towards 
evening  he  experienced  great  unea- 
siness, particularly  in  the  abdomen  ; 
but  tliese  symptoms  he  unaccounta- 
bly attributed  to  rheumatism,  and 
employed  no  remedies.  On  the 
24th,  be  was  seized  with  constant 
vomiting,  and  the  matters  ejected 
had  the  odor  of  garlic.  lVfi»dical  as- 
sistance was  now  called  on,  but  with- 
out avail :  inflammatiun  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal  took  place ;  on  the 
29ih  he  had  spasms,  and  the  left  arm 
became  paralySHd.  He  was  deliri- 
ous, and  soon  after  expired,  having 
fiilleu  a  victim  to  his  incautious  aX' 
perimeuts.— »4f«^-  Gaz. 

Anomalous  Vertebral  Artery,^^ 
M.  A.  Meckel,  of  Berne,  on  opening 
a  dead  body,  observed  a  curioustcase 
of  the  above  kind.  There  were 
three  vessels  on  one  side :  the  first,  of 
middling  size,  arose  from  the  poste- 
rior part  of  the  subclavian,  where  it 
usually  takes  its  (irigin  ;  the  second, 
larger  in  size,  arose  more  deeply 
from  the  anterior  portion  of  the  same 
vessel ;  and  the  third,  which  was 
considerably  smaller,  was  a  branch 
€»f  the  inferior  thyroid.  These  three 
vessels  united  above  the  transverse 
apophysis  of  the  fifth  cervical  verte- 
bra, and  (hen  formed   one   vessel, 


Singular  Cau  of  CafaracU — A 
robust  peasant,  about  60  years  of 
age,  who  h^d  never  experienced  any 
ill  health,  except  slight  attacks  of 
gout,  was  occupied  in  cutting  wood 
in  a  forest,  when  he  was-  suddenly 
seized  with  a  dimness  of  sight,  which 
gradually  increased  till,  at  the  expi'^ 
ration  of  a  few  hours,  he  was  entire*^ 
ly  blind,  and  obliged  to  be  Fed  home. 
He  had  no  pain,  and  there*  was  no' 
inflammation  visible.  In  a  few  days- 
after,  he  was  ssen  by  Dr.  Wondel^ 
Strom,  who  found  that  both  eyes 
were  afi*ected  with  cataract.  The 
operation  of  extraction  was  perfbcniF 
ed. — Swedish  Journal, 


Curious  Phenomenon, — While  the 
workmen  were  employed  in  laying; 
and  soldering  the  iron  pipes  for  con^ 
veying  water,  in  Winchester,  Va.,  » 
few  days  since,  '*  electric  shocks- 
were  produced  to  such  a  degree  as- 
to  cause  them  to  discontinue  their 
labors  during  the  remainder  of  the- 
day.  Several  citizens  who  were 
standing  by,  got  into  the  ditch  and 
tried  the  experiment,  when  the  eflect 
was  the  same  on  ail."  The  pipes 
are  united  in  the  same  mnnner  as 
those  in  this  city  ;  and  the  Winches- 
ter Republican  remarks,  that  <*  it  was 
in  driving  closely  the  soldering  lead 
that  the  shock  was  produced.  The 
sun  was  nearly  vertical, -tlie  thermo- 
meter at  93  degrees,  the  ditch  some- 
what damp,  and  the  pipes  warm  from 
the  action  of  the  sun  upon  them. 
The  principle  is  no  doubt  that  of 
galvanism." — Dem,  Press, 


&BPOET   or   DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 
The  week  ending  Aiiguit  29,  at  noon. 


Of  bilious  iever,  l--eoiMamptioD,  f 
in  the  l>owelji»  l-^dropsy,  1— diaeaM  of  tiie 
spine,  1— debility,  1— dysentery,  1 — drown, 
1— intemperance,  1 — measles,  7— old  age,  2 — 
paralysis,  1 — unknown,  2.  Males,  10— lb- 
males,  14.    Stillborn,!.    Total,  25. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  pab- 
lithed, — The  Cooatitatioa  of  Man, 
considered  in    Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.    By  GsoRGK  Combe. 
^om  the  Preface  to  the  American  edilt9n. 

^^  Mr.  Combe's  ivork  should  be  placed 
irith  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  yean  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
Toted  to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Edaca- 
tion.  It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  b  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illas- 
trations,  have  it  alwoys  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

*'  The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  (o  interest  the  community. 

"  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
-amongst  as  who  may  stady  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay. ^To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity.v'  Sept.  8. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 

^^  ^^OPAIVA  may  be  given  in  this  form 
Vy  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart- 
ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach ;  and  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  lai^  doses  it 
does  not  purge.^^ — PhiL  JouniuU  of  Med, 
Sciences, 

See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  I8(h. 

OIL  OF  BLACK  PEPPER. 

Thin  is  a  much  more  active  preparation 
of  Piperine.  One  drop  is  fully  equal  to 
six  grains  of  the  latter.  It  is  a  valuable 
adjunct  to  Quinine.  One  or  two  drops, 
added  to  six  grains,  will  greatly  increase 
the  eificacy  of  that  medicine* 


For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVIS,  IM 
Washintj^on  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  aa 
at  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eoptf. 

A  TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dit- 
ease,  byC.G.HuPEi-iJfD,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &c^  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  3ousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  k  HENDEE. 
Sept.  6. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
-respectfully  acquaints  the  physicians 
and  fomilies  of  the  city,  that  he  has  made 
arraqgemeats  with  ane  of  the  first  mercas- 
tile  houses  on  the  continent,  to  be  regu- 
larly supplied  with  the  Genuine  Medici- 
nal Leech.  He  has  now  on  hand  a  fresh 
supply,  just  received,  which  are  for  aale. 

N .  B.  The  difficidty  of  obtaJntaog  ge»- 
uine  Leeches  by  the  usual  way  has  in- 
duced hna  to  make  the  above  arraage- 
ment  at  considerable  expense,  and  be 
hopes  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
medical  faculty.  Summer-street,  oppo- 
site Purchase-street. 

Sept.  1.  3t. 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  UXTTURES 
will  commence  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day in  September,  and  continue  fifteitn 
weeks. 

Matriculation  ticket,  $  3.   Fee  for  Lec- 
tures, 9  40.    Library  ticket,  $  1.   Gradu- 
ation, $  15,50.     Board,  including  wash- 
ing, lodging  and  room,  f  1 ,75  a  week. 
PUtiJield,  July  23,  1S29.     aug4tsepl90 

^EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

elARLES  WHITE,  No.  2«9  Wash- 
ington street,  comer  of  Winter  street 
has  just  received  a  fresh  supply  of  EURO- 
PEAN LEECHES,  extra,  large  and  in 
prime  order.  Also,  by  the  late  arrivals,  a 
general  assortment  of  MEDICINE. 

%*  Strict  per^nal  attention  paid  to 
Physicians^  prescriptions  and  to  the  com- 
pounding and  delivery  of  Family  Medi- 
cine, and  all  favors  gratefully  received. 

Sept.  I. 


PdMished  weekly,  by  JoHH  Cottok,  at  184,  Washington  St.  eorner  of  Franklia  St.,  to 
whon  all  coramttnications  must  be  addressed,  poafpaiA. — Price  three  dollars  per  anaam,  if 
paid  in  advance,  tbr<>«  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  torn  doUast  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  aa  for  other  aewepapara. 
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I. 

OOOMAtf  ON  TIOtfT  LACING^ 

injuti&M  EffteU  d/  Tighi  Ladng 
an  the  Organs  and  Funetum$  of 
RetpiraHonj  DigtHian^  CircuUh 
tiany  4^c. 

It  18  not  without  hesitation  that  the 
writer  ventures  to  call  attention  to 
the  injuries  produced  bj  tight 
LACING,  being  well  aware  that  he 
is  exposing  himself  to  the  chance 
of  severe  anioiadvertioo  for  appear- 
ing to  meddle  officionslj  with  the 
coDcenis  ef  the  fair  sex,  who  never 
fail  to  punish  everj  encroacher 
upon  their  rights  and  privileges. 
Notwithstanding,  as  our  object  is, 
if  possible,  to  avert  great  suflering 
and  much  future  misery,  bj  setting 
forth  the  evils  following  manifest 
abuses,  introduced  and  augmented 
by^  fashion,  we  hope  due  indulgence 
will  be  extended  by  our  fair  read- 
ers, whose  real  good  we  are  most 
solicitous  to  promote. 

The  observations  of  various  aa- 
thors  have  satisfactorily  shown, 
that  certain  errors  in  dress  and 
exercise  induce  deformity  of  per- 
son and  unbappiness  of  mind  ;  but 
their  attention  is  almost  entirely 
devoted  to  the  injuries  done  to  the 
organs  of  support  and  motion,  the 
bones  and  muscles.*  Great  as  are 
the  evils  they  treat  of,  they  seem 
slight  when  compared  with   the 

*  See  tbe  works  of  Shaw,  Duffin,  kc.y 
OB  Defonmtiet  of  the  Spine,  l^c. 

sr 


pernicious  effects  of  similar  causes, 
on  organs  more  immediately  essen- 
tial to  the  life  of  the  individual ,  the 
disarray  of  which,  though  not  sig- 
nalized by  very  obvious  deformity, 
is  inevitably  followed  by  protract- 
ed debitily  and  suffering,  an  early, 
rapid  decay,  or  a  painful  and  pre- 
matore  death.  It  is  impossible 
for  a  benevolent  mind,  acquainted 
with  tbe  reality  and  extent  of  the 
mischief  thus  produced,  to  behold 
youth,  grace  and  beauty  sacrific- 
ing the  dearest  boons  of  life  to  the 
tyranny  of  nerverted  taste  and  pre- 
posterous fashion,  without  experi- 
encing emotions  of  profound  regret 
for  the  immediate  rictims,  and 
sfghii^  for  tbe  futAre  condition  of 
a  posterity  derived  from  such  a 
parentage  I 

In  what  way  can  tbe  hitherto 
irresistible  torrent  of  fashion  be 
stemmed  f  Have  not  reason  and 
experience  been  appealed  to  m 
yam  f  Have  not  the  shafts  of  sa- 
tire, the  serious  remonstrances  of 
morality,  and  even  the  awe-inspir- 
ing declarations  of  religion,  too  of- 
ten fallen  ineffectual  to  the  ground.^ 
One  mode  of  producing  the  desired 
conviction  in  the  minds  of  females, 
has  been  left  almost  unattempted  ; 
and  from  the  operation  of  this  me- 
thod much  is  to  be  hoped.  It  is 
by  imparting  to  ^'  nature's  last, 
best  work,"  a  sufficient  knowledge 
of  the  peculiar  construction  of  the 
human  system,  to  place  in  tbe 
clearest  light  the  dreadful  risks 
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that  the  evils  we  have  indicated 
are  confiaed  to  a  comparatiTeW 
small  number,  and  that  a  much 
greater  proportion  of  females  wear 
corsets  Without  sufiering  these  in- 
conveniences or  injuries.  Howe- 
ver true  it  may  be  that  some  per- 
sons use  corsets  with  impunity,  it 
does  not  in  the  least  diminish  the 
force  of  the  well-founded  obiections 
made  to  them  in  the  preceding  ob- 
servations :  it  may  be  said  with 
equal  truth,  that  numerous  indivi- 
duals use  spirituous  liquors,  or 
amuse  themselves   by    occasional 

Eming,  without  injury  ;  yet  we 
ow  that  the  vast  majority  of 
mankind  are  but  too  prone  to  jpass 
from  the  use  to  the  abuse  of  both 
the  latter ;  and  as  in  the  case  of 
spirituous  liquors,  the  transition 
from  the  use  to  the  abuse  is  fre- 
quently so  gradual  as  to  be  nearly 
imperceptible  until  the  severest 
evils  are  produced,  so  it  is  most 
probable,  especially  in  young  per- 
sons, that  the  use  of  corsets  and 
bufk  will  speedily  and  impercepti)- 
biy  advance  to  their  abuse.  There 
is  one  circumstance,  moreover, 
which  should  be  particularly  re- 
membered, which  is,  that  although 
ladies  properly  educated,  and 
aware  pf  tne  danger  of  misusing 
corsets,  might  employ  them  with- 
out especial  injury,  the  females  of 
lower  rauks  in  life,  who  imitate 
what  they  see  in  those  above  them, 
without  reference  to  cause  or  con- 
sequence, will  almost  inevitably  be 
led  to  do  themselves  the  worst  in- 
juries. We  see  daily  confirmation 
of  this  in  the  attempts  of  female 
attendants,  &c.,  to  imitate  their 
employers,  in  the  article  of  ladng 
at  least,  nor  is  it  at  all  uncommon 
for  such  young  women  to  be  obliged 
to  consult  physicians  for  various 
supposed  diseases,  which  are  the 
immediate  results  of  their  prepos- 


terous attempts  to  make  them* 
selves  ^^  fine  figures."  Many  of 
them,  with  this  view,  keep  on  their 
corsets  and  busks  all  night,  %M- 
ening^  when  they  lie  down,  instead 
of  loosening  them,  and  again  in  the 
morning  drawing  them  still  closer, 
— considering  every  successive  half 
inch  in  the  compression  and  dimi- 
nution of  the  lower  part  of  the 
chest,  as  so  much  ^^  clear  gain."* 
The  consequences  that  speedily 
follow  are,  loss  of  appetite,  head* 
ach,  palpitation,  and  most  of  the 
sufferings  already  mentioned. 

After  all  our  researches,  we 
have  not  been  able  to  discover  the 
exact  origin  of  this  ridiculous  and 

*  Not  long;  since,  the  followinf  teen* 
occurred  under  our  notice,  at  a  boardins^ 
house  in  Philadelphia.— The  g^irl  of  the 
house,  a  tall,  good-looking  young  woman, 
at  the  proper  time  in  the  aflemoonfilled 
the  tea-kettle,  and  brought  it  to  the  iutch- 
en  hearth,  where  she  placed  it  on  a  bench* 
To  place  it  over  the  fire  required  oonsi* 
derable  stooping,  and  this,  as  it  tamed 
out,  was  impossible  to  her.  Repeated 
and  fruitless  were  her  attempts,  hj  a  sort 
of  crouching  attitude,  to  accomplish  Her 
object ;  there  was  no  one  present  to  assist 
or  to  relieve  her  from  the  restraint  whicK 
prevented  stooping,  and  at  length  in  des* 
pair  she  gave  up  her  trials,  and  stood  bj 
the  kettle  as  if  debating  what  she  should 
do.  The  mistress  came  to  inquire  if  the 
water  was  boiling,  and  found  it  not  jet 
on  the  fire  1— To  her  utter  astonishment, 
^'  the  ypung  lady^''  confessed  that  she  had 
her  ^'  long  Sitfft"  on,— that  her  «^  toetng,'* 
which  was  excessively  tight,  was  in  a 
«^  hard  knot,^^  and  that  she  ^^  could  not 
possibly  stoop*^  to  put  on  the  kettle  !  On 
another  occasion,  the  writer  was  obliged 
to  stop  and  admire  one  of  those  faithful 
imitators  of  high  life,  who,  attired  in  a 
richiiyellow  barege  frock,  with  goigeous 
balloon  sleeves,  and  laced  to  a  most  fash- 
ionable degree,  was  occupied  in  sweeping 
out  one  of  the  filthiest  gutters  in  Seventh 
Streets  Nothing  was  wanting  to  com- 
plete the  picture,  but  one  of  the  exqui- 
sitely dressed  and  Russian  belted  ^^  gem- 
men,"  we  occasionally  see  in  the  streets, 
to  have  shaded  her  with  an  umbrella, 
while  she  was  engaged  in  discharging 
this  receptacle  of '^  liquid  sweets.'^ 
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uijarioQt  mode  of  dressing.  That 
ID  one  modification  or  other  it  has 
been  employed  among  Europeans 
for  ages,  we  have  unquestionable 

Eroof.  The  circumstance  of  its 
eing  confined  principally  to  those 
countries  whose  moral  and  religious 
codes  have  a  common  foundation, 
forces  us  to  conclude  that  the  con- 
trivances of  stays,  corsets,  &c., 
were  designed  to  concealy  as  far  as 
possible,  the  consequences  of  levity 
and  imprudence.  The  idea  of  im- 
proving the  figure  by  their  use, 
was  originally  a  mere  excuse  to 
cover  the  real  object  for  which 
they  were  worn.  The  disposition 
to  imitate,  so  common  to  the  human 
race,  favored  the  views  of  the  de- 
praved and  designing,  and  multi- 
tudes of  elegant  and  innocent  wo- 
men fell  into  a  fashion  which  pro- 
mised improvement  to  their  per- 
sonal charms,  while  in  reality  it 
was  productive  of  their  destruction. 
The  same  phantom  of  augmenting 
attractiveness  by  their  employment, 
contributed  to  prolong  the  illusion 
to  the  present  time,  and  as  our 
fashionable  females  have  felt  the 
influence  produced  on  their  mothers 
by  this  folly,  we  have  now  the  su- 
peradded excuse  of  need  of  support, 
on  account  of  muscular  debility, 
urged  for  its  continuance.  It  is 
not  a  little  curious  to  observe  the 
effect  that  has  been  produced  on 
female  sentiments,  by  the  operation 
of  this  cause.  The  object  oeing  to 
look  slender  (graceful  is  utterly 
impossible,  if  the  body  thus  dressed 
be  in  motion),  all  rotundity  of  per- 
son is  regarded  as  vulgar  or  inele- 
gant, though  nature  has  taken  infi- 
nite pams  to  render  all  living  forms 
round  and  swelling,  both  externally 
and  internally.  Hence  the  youth- 
ful and  unmarried  are  exceedingly 
desirous,  by  aid  of  cord  and  busk, 
to  look  jIcU,  and  in  every  sense  of 


the  term  are  successful ;— the 
same  horror  of  rotundity  follows 
them  through  life,  and  nothing  is  so 
common  as  to  find  those  who  have 
lived  and  dressed  with  an  exclusive 
view  to  gain  husbands,  with  all  the 
mawkishness  of  false  delicacy,  us-^ 
ing  injurious  efforts  to  conceal  their 
approach  to  the  endearments  and 
respectabilily  of  maternity.  Far 
be  it  from  our  thoughts  to  wish 
that  our  matrons  should,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  abate  of  their  sen- 
sitiveness  on  this  or  any  other  sub- 
ject connected  with  purity  of  mind; 
but  a  close  and  somewhat  protract- 
ed observation  has  fully  convinced 
us,  that,  from  the  cause  we  have 
mentioned,  and  others  we  dare  not 
q>eak  of,  an  excess  of  false  delica- 
cy under  such  circumstances  has 
become  fashionable*  If  all  the 
rest  of  the  world  were  to  resolve 
on  the  use  of  tight  lacing,  mothers 
should  determine  to  lay  it  aside,  if 
only  in  compassion  to  their  off- 
spring, whose  health  and  kappinest 
may  otherwise  be  entirely  sacri- 
ficed. If  we  make  strict  examina- 
tion among  children  of  foihionabh 
parents,  we  shall  find  proof  sufll- 
cient  of  this,  even  if  nothing  worse 
be  dbcovered  than  pale,  delicate, 
rickety,  or  scrofulous  subjects^ 
whose  appearance  proclaims  im- 
perfect health  with  enfeebled  and 
easily  injured  constitutions.  The 
injuries  produced  on  many  delicate 
females  by  tight  lacing,  before  and 
after  marriage,  have  been  suffi- 
ciently great,  m  numerous  in- 
stances, to  destroy  all  the  joyous 
hopes  and  anticipations  which  are 
incident  to  maternity,  and  rendered 
the  conjugal  condition  one  of  un- 
ceasing disappointment  and  gloomy 
solitude. 

Enough,  however,  has  been  said 
on  this  subject,  although  we  have 
given  but  an  imperfect  catalogue 
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or  the  miscbiefs  produced  bjr  tight 
lacing.  Mach  of  what  we  have 
said  will  be  regarded  hj  tight  lac- 
erg  as  a  mere  attempt  to  alarm, 
because  they  have  not  yet  especial- 
ly suffered  from  this  cause.  If 
inquiry  be  made  of  physicians  re* 
siding  in  our  cities,  ample  confir- 
mation of  all  we  have  stated  may 
be  obtained,   and   proofs  of  still 

g eater  evils  from  this  cause  af- 
rded.*  We  cannot,  however, 
hope  to  effect  much  against  the 
preponderating  influeoce  of  fashion, 
considering  how  often  it  has  been 
attempted  by  others  unsuccessfully* 
Nevertheless,  we  have  esteemed  it 
a  duty  to  make  even  this  imperfect 
essay,  hoping  that  possibly  one  pa- 
rent might  be  convinced,  or  one 
female  saved  from  injury. 


II. 

LAWS'*  afiS?tiCTkNO    DISSECTION. 

Salm,  Sept.  1, 1829. 
Sir, — The  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society  having  appointed  us  a 
Committee  *^  to  consider  if  any 
change  can  be  effected  in  the 
laws  of  the   Commonwealth,   in 

•  The  writer  has  twice  opened  the  bo- 
dies of  females  who  were  addicted  to  ex- 
cessively ti^ht  lacing^.  la  both,  the  liver, 
stomach,  spleen,  diaphrag^m,  lungs  and 
heart  were  permanently  and  injuriously 
displaced.  Many  of  the  **ltt»er  eonV' 
plainlt^'*  suffered  by  fashionable  ladies  are 
entirely  owing  to  the  same.  The  follow- 
ing is  extracted  from  a  Baltimore  paper, 
and  u  an  illustration  in  point. 

^^  SuDDKif  Death. — A  colored  woman, 
recently  from  New  York,  in  the  employ 
of  Mr.  F.  M.  DiffendeOer,  of  Baltimore, 
died  suddenly  on  Thursday  last,  while 
standing  at  a  table  ironing  clothes  !  An 
inquest  was  held  over  the  body,  during 
which  it  was  opened  by  a  physician  who. 
was  called  in.  It  appeared  that  the  de- 
ceased had  been  in  the  habit  of  tight  lac- 
ing to  such  a  degree  as  to  force  the  liver 
from  its  natural  seat.  The  more  imme- 
diate cause  of  her  death  was  the  rupture 
of  a  bloodvessel  near  the  heart.^' 


relation  to  human  dissection,*'  we 
have  the  honor  to  solicit  your  in- 
fluence and  interest  to  cooperate 
with  us  in  devising^  means  to  ad- 
vance the  welfare  of  the  communi- 
ty, and  of  our  common  professioo, 
so  deeply  involved  in  the  proseca- 
tion  of  Anatomical  Science. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  you.  Sir, 
that  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
which  now  oppose  the  practical 
study  of  Anatomy  in  this  Com* 
monwealth,  are  such  as  operate 
almost  to  the  complete  discou- 
ragement of  the  student  and  prac- 
titioner in  pursuing  this  study  ; 
and  that  these  difficulties  and  this 
discouragement  grow  out  of  the 
popular  prejudice,  which  regards 
dissection  with  horror,  and  blinds 
the  community  to  a  view  of  the 
importance  of  the  knowledge 
which  is  sought  for,  and  the  faci- 
lity with  tvhich  this  knowledge 
may  be  obtained,  without  any  out- 
rage upon  the  good  order  or  the 
genuine  good  feelings  of  the  pub- 
lic. It  is  to  the  removal  of  this 
popular  prejudice,  especially  as 
it  exists  in  the  minds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  our  Legislature,  that  we 
wish  to  direct  the  efforts  of  the 
influential  members  of  the  Medi- 
cal Society  ;  and  the  following 
are  some  of  the  statements  on 
which  it  is  intended  to  rely.  In 
presenting  a  petition  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  a  modification  of  the 
existing  laws  :^ 

1.  Anatomical  knowledge  is 
absolutely  necessary  in  all  branch- 
es of  our  profession.  No  consci- 
entious man  will  venture  to  per- 
form surgical  operations  without 
this  knowledge  ;  and  it  is  equally 
necessary,  to  enable  the  physician 
to  distinguish  the  seat  of  the  dif- 
ferent internal  diseases,  and  di- 
rect the  application  of  remedies. 

S.  This  knowledge  can  only  be 
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ax^qoired  i^y  dissection.  For  it  is 
maoifesilj  as  absurd  to  ^xpect  to 
learn  the  intricate  structiire  of 
the  human  frame  by  me&ns  of 
plates  and  models,  as  for  a  me- 
chanic to  acquire  a  practical  ac- 
quaintance with  the  structure  and 
movements  of  a  watch>  without 
being  allowed  to  inspect  the  inte- 
rior of  the  mechanism,  and  to 
take  it  in  pieces. 

3.  So  far  as  the  poor  are  con- 
cerned, it  is  for  their  especial 
benefit  that  all  physicians  should 
be  enabled  to  learn  Anatomy  tho- 
roughly, and  practise  it  occasion- 
ally during  life.  Riches  may 
procure  medical  or  surgical  skill, 
at  whatever  cost,  and  from  any 
distance  ;  and  so  long  as  the  rich 
are  willing  to  pay  for  this  skill  at 
its  highest  rate,  a  few  individuals 
will  be  found  who  will  seek  it 
abroad  or  at  home,  at  immense 
expense,  or  personal  sacrifice  and 
risl^.  But  the  poor  must  be  de- 
pendent for  medical  and  surgical 
relief  on  those  who  are  nearest  to 
Ihem;  and,  generally,  not  on  those 
who  have  had  the  me9t  opportuni- 
ties of  acquiring  skill  in  the  long- 
continued  practice  of  their  pror 
fession« 

4.  In  confirmation  of  the  fore- 
flping  argument,  the  Committee 
would  refer  to  the  observation  of 
any  competent  member  of  the 
profession  to  sayt  if  there  are  not 
among  the  paupecs  who  are  sup- 
ported at  the  public  charge,  many 
whose  diseases  and  lameness  have 
passed  from  a  curable  to  an  incu- 
rable condition,  for  the  lack  of 
that  surgical  skill  which  could 
only  have  been  derived  from  a 
knowledge  of  praptical  Anatomy. 
It  is  not  meant  to  be  assert^, 
that  all  fractures,  dislocations  and 
surgical  diseases  can  be  cured, 
witnout  some  cases  occurring  in 


w)iiph  such  lameness  will  una- 
voidably result,  as  will  occasion 
inability  to  labor  But  so  nume- 
rous-are  these  cases  now  known 
to  be,  and  so  great. the  amount  of 
loss  which  the  public  sustains  by 
the  loss  of  their  labor,  and  the 
expense  of  their  support,  that  th^ 
interest  which  the  community  has 
in  affording  the  means  of  lessening 
the  number  of  these  cases,  is  di- 
rect and  obvious. 

5.  All  lovers  of  good  order  and 
good  morals  must  feel  desirous  to 
prevent  amongst  us  the  growth  of 
a  body  of  people,  who  make  it 
their  business  to  violate  the  se- 
pulchres of  the  dead.  Late  ex- 
perience in  Europe  has  shown, 
that  the  bands  of  resurrectionists 
are  among  the  most  hardened  and 
desperate  villains  in  society  ;  and 
that  even  murder  has  been  resort- 
ed to  bj  them.  These  desperate 
people  are  always  encouraged  by 
whatever  tends  to  create  obsta- 
cles to  the  lawful  presecutian  of 
Anatomy,  and  will  always  find 
some  means  of  supplying  bodies, 
while  a  high  price  is  paid  for  them 
by  those  engaged  in  anatomical 
studies.  The  perfect  safety  of 
the  sepulchres  of  the  dead  may 
be  insured,  and  the  feelings  of  the 
living  preserved  from  the  least 
outrage,  by  a  proper  selection 
from  among  the  bodies  of  the 
dead. — If  the  bodies,  of  persons 
who  are  unclaimed  by  the  friend- 
ship or  relationship  of  a  living  in- 
dividual, are  di^v^ted,  under  pro- 
per regulations,  to  anatomical 
purposes,  there  will  be  found  in 
all  our  large  towns  an  adequate 
supply  of  those,  whose  death  no 
one  is  left  to  regret,  and  to  whose 
remains  no  one  is  willing  to  show 
respect. 

In  fine,  it  is  certain  that  thto 
public,  as  a  body,  have  a  greater 
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degree  of  interest  in  this  matter 
than  even  physicians  ;  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  they  may  be  made  to 
view  this  interest  in  its  true  light. 

We  respectfully  request  of  yon, 
Sir,  that  ^ou  will  give  ns  yonr  as- 
sistance m  promoting  the  object 
for  which  the  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed ;  and  especially  by  laying 
the  subject,  with  snch  arguments 
as  we  have  used,  and  others 
which  will  occur  to  yourself,  be- 
fore the  consideration  of  those 
members  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  with  whom  you  are 
acquainted. 

We  also  request  you  would 
forward  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  any  important  views 
which  may  occur  to  you  on  this 
subject,  and  of  what  appears  to 
you,  from  your  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  course  of  public  opi- 
nion in  your  vicinity,  the  prospect 
of  success  in  the  anticipated  ap- 
plication to  the  General  Court. 

If  you  should  have  anything  to 
eommuoicate,  please  to  forward  it 
previous  to  the  1st  of  October. 
We  are  your  obedient  servants, 
A.  L.  Peirson, 
William  Inoalls, 
John  C.  Warren, 
Geo.  C.  Shattuck, 
John  Brooks, 
John  D.  Wells, 
John  Ware. 


III. 

ACDPUNCTCnUTION. 

The  following  account  of  this  re- 
medy, the  rage  for  which  has  never 
yet  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  this  new 
world,  if  from  the  spirited  pen  of  Dr. 
Johnson,  who  baa  probably  assigned 
it  just  the  place  that  it  merits. 


In  nothing  is  fashion,  omnipotent 
fashion,  more  conspicuous  than  in 
medicine.     A  little  while  ago  the 
town  rang  with  **  acupuncture  ;" 
every  boqr  talked  of  it ;  everjr 
one  was  curing  incurable  diseases 
with  it ;  but  now  not  a  syllable  is 
said  on  the  subject,  and  acupunc* 
turation  would  seem  to  be  quietly 
consigned    to    '^Lethe's     sileol 
stream."    In  France,  however, 
the    advocates  of   the  measure 
would  seem  to  be  as  hot  as  ever, 
and  cases  are  constantly  recorded 
of   the    wonderful    benefits   and 
cures  it  has  accomplished.      Iq 
the  Archives  G^n^rales  for  last 
October,  two  cases  are  reported 
from  the  practice  of  M.  Trouve, 
where  it  nttned  (for  alas!  in  thesa 
matters  we  are  frequently  sadlj 
taken  in)  to  produce  good  effects. 
The  first  was  that  of  a  young  wo- 
man laboring  under  many  of  those 
strange  hysterical  symptoms   so 
eommonly  met  with  in  practice, 
and  that  to  a  very  distressing  de- 
gree.    A  great  variety  of  general 
and  local  means  were  put  in  prac- 
tice with  little  or  no  effect,  when 
M.  le  M^dicin  en  chef  resorted 
to   the    needles,  and   employed 
them  assiduously  for  many  days, 
as  often  as  the  slightest  premoni- 
tory symptom  of  a  hysterical  pa* 
roxysm    made     its    appearance. 
The  patient  soon  left  the  hospital 
curea.     The  second  patient  was 
also  a  young  woman,  who  had 
suffered  for  seven  years  from  pa- 
ralysis of  the  right  lower  limb 
following  a  fall  upon  the  back, 
and  obliging  her  to  go  constantly 
on  crutches.     Four  applications 
of  the  needles  sufficed  to  give  her 
perfect  use  of  the  long  palsied 
limb,  and  shortly  afterwards  this 
patient  also  left  the  hospital. 

We  suppose  the  modus  operan- 
di of  acupuncture,  at   least    in 
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casai  of  this  description,  is  to  be 
coosidered  sioiiltr  to  that  of  in* 
cantations,  cauls,  &c.,  for  it  is 
aotorioas  that  many  a  malady  has 
yielded  to  the  potent  spell  of  some 
old  beldame,  which  had  long  re- 
sisted the  professional  skill  of  the 
regalar  descendents  of  Hippocra- 
tes. Whatever  the  mode  in  which 
the  needles  act  may  be,  if  they 
haife  an  action,  and  that  a  good 
one,  they  are  worth  a  trial  now 
lad  then  in  those  nervous  or  hys- 
terical disorders,  on  which  scien- 
tific measures  are  completely 
thrown  away.  We  have  seen  a 
most  salutary  salivation  produced 
by  bread  piUsj  in  a  very  hypochon- 
driacal patient,  who  fancied  he 
had  syphilis,  and  that  he  auelU  to 
be  put  under  the  influence  of  mer- 
curV.  The  pills  of  course  were 
said  to  be  mercurial,  and  particu- 
lar injunctions  were  given  him  to 
leave  them  off  as  soon  as  the 
mouth  should  be  affected. 


IV. 


OPIUM   BATBES. 


JFVom  JIfr.  JUadden^i  Tra»€k  in 
Turkey. 

I  BAD  heard  so  many  contradicto- 
ry reports  of  the  sensations  pro- 
duced by  this  drug,  that  I  resolved 
to  know  the  truth,  and  according- 
ly took  my  seat  in  the  coffee- 
bouse,  with  half  a  dozen  TKeria- 
Jd$.  Their  gestures  were  fright- 
ful :  those  who  were  completely 
under  the  influence  of  the  opium 
talked  incoherently  ;  their  fea* 
tures  were  flushed,  their  eyes 
bad  an  unnatural  brilliancv,  and 
the  general  expression  of  their 
countenance  was  horribly  wild. 
The  effect  is  usually  produced  in 
two  hours,  and  lasts  four  or  five  : 
the  dose  varies  from  three  grains 


to  a  drachm.  I  saw  one  old  man 
take  four  pills,  of  six  grains  each, 
in  the  course  of  two  hours:  I  was 
told  he  bad  been  using  opium  for 
five-and-twenty  years  ;  but  this  is 
a  very  rare  example  of  an  opium 
eater  passing  thirty  vears  of  age, 
if  he  commence  the  practice 
early.  The  debility,  both  moral 
and  physical,  attendant  on  its  ex- 
citement, is  terrible:  the  appetite 
is  soon  destroyed,  every  fibre  in 
the  body  trembles,  the  nerves  of 
the  neck  become  affected,  and 
the  muscles  get  rigid.  Several 
of  these  I  have  seen  in  this  place, 
zi  various  times,  who  had  wry 
necks  and  contracted  fingers  ;  but 
still  they  cannot  abandon  the  cus- 
tom :  they  are  miserable  till  the 
hour  arrives  for  taking  their  daily 
dose  ;  and  when  its  delightful  in- 
fluence begins,  they  are  all  fire 
and  animation.  Some  of  them 
compose  excellent  verses,  and 
others  address  the  bystanders  in 
the  most  eloquent  discourses, 
imagining  themselves  to  be.  em- 
perors, and  to  have  all  the  harems 
in  the  world  at  their  command. 

After  trying  tbe  experiment  on 
himself,  Mr.  M.  gives  the  foilowing 
history  of  bis  sensations  :— 

My  faculties  appeared  enlarg- 
ed :  every  thing  I  looked  at  seem- 
ed increased  in  volume  ;  I  had  no 
longer  tbe  same  pleasure  when  I 
closed  my  eyes  which  I  bad  when 
they  were  open ;  it  appeared  to 
me  as  if  it  was  only  external  ob- 
jeets  which  were  acted  on  by  the 
imagination,  and  magnified  into 
images  of  pleasure  ;  in  short,  it 
was  ^Mbe  faint  exauisite  music 
of  a  dream"  in  a  waking  moment. 
I  made  my  way  home  as  fast  as 
possible,  dreading,  at  every  step, 
that  I  should  commit  some  extra- 
vagance.    In  walking,  I  was  hard- 
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Ij  sensible  ot  oiy  feet  toecbing 
the  ground  ;  it  seemed  as  if  I  slid 
along  the  street,  impelled  by  some 
invisible  agent,  and  that  my  blood 
was  composed  of  some  ethereal 
fluid,  which  rendered  my  body 
lighter  than  air.  I  got  to  bed  the 
moment  I  reached  home.  The 
most  extraordinary  visions  of  de- 
light filled  my  brain  all  night.  In 
the  morning  I  rose,  pale  and  dis* 
pirited ;  my  head  ached  ;  my  body 
was  so  debilitated  that  I  was 
obliged  to  remain  on  the  sofa  all 
the  day,  dearly  paying  for  my 
first  essay  at  opium  eating. 

fllOBTCHES 

OF 

PERIODIC A'l.  I.ITERATUR£. 


SOMETHING    NEW   RESPEGTINO  CREPI- 
TATION  OF  THE  LUNGS. 

A  M.  PiEDAGNSL  has  undertaken  to 
prove  that  crepitation  of  the  lungs^ 
so  far  from  being  a  proof  of  their 
healthy  state,  is  always  an  indication 
of  disease.  He  has  ascertained  that 
where  death  has  occurred  without 
laborious  breathing  or  any  injury  to 
the  longs,  these  organs  do  not  crepi* 
tate  on  pressure.  When  this  pheno- 
meaon  is  found,  therefore,  it  is  to  be 
attribated  to  a  partial  emphysema, 
that  is,  to  a  rupture  of  the  air-cells, 
and  the  escape  of  the  air  into  the 
common  cellular  substance.  This 
may  be  produced,  as  he  thinks,  by 
the  struggle  for  breath  which  oc<;urs 
in  many  instances  before  death. 
After  inspiration,  the  glottis  is  con- 
tracted spasmodically,  and  the  expi- 
ratory action  of  the  muscles,  under 
these  circumstances,  is  sufficient  to 
cause  rupture.  It  may  also  be  oc- 
casioned by  forcible  inflation  of  the 


lungs,  as  in  the  attempt  to  produce 
respiration  by  this  .means  in  stiilborB 
children.  In  tone  instance  where 
(hu  attempt  was  made  without  aoc- 
cess,  considerable  emphysema  was, 
on  examination,  found  in  the  lungs, 
and  the  Inference  was,  that  the  em- 
physema had  been  caused  by  the  ii^ 
flation.  Some  experimenia,  subse- 
quently made  on  living  animals,  tend- 
ed to  confirm  this  conclusiun.  Infla- 
tion produced  embarrassed  respira- 
tion, and  shortly  after,  death ;  and 
in  the  dead  body  the  lungs  were 
found  pale  and  emphysematous. 


SimGBRT  or  GALEN. 

In  the  course  of  some  observations 
on  the  degree  of  sensibility  possessed 
by  the  hiaart,  Dr.  J.  R.  Cose  cites  a 
case  from  Galen  which  proves  this 
medical  patriarch  possessed  mora 
anatomical  knowledge  and  skiM  in 
surgery  than  is  generally  supposed. 
A  boy  had  received  a  blow  on  the 
sternum.  This  being  neglected,  led 
to  an  abscess  on  the  part,  which  was 
opened  and  seemed  to  heal.  Matter 
formed  however  a  second  time,  and 
was  again  evaeuated ;  but  the  wound 
thus  made  continued  open,  notwith- 
standing every  effort  made  to  heal  it 
^  On  this  account,^'  says  Galen,  ^  a 
consultation  was  called,  at  which  I 
was  present.  The  sternum  was  so 
much  affected  by  caries  that  the  mo- 
tion of  the  heart  could  be  seen  throogh 
it  on  the  left  side.  No  one  however 
dared  to  propose  the  removal  of  the 
diseased  portion ;  because  it  was 
thought  to  involve  a  perforation  of 
the  thorax.  Notwithstanding  this 
danger,  I  undertook  to  perform  the 
operation ;  but  stipulated  that  as  the 
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•xttnt  of  diieaM  in  the  parts  tobja- 
peot  10  the  booe  could  oot  be  judged 
of,  I  would  oot  answer  for  its  efiV^^t^ 
log  ft  core.  Oo  denudiog  the  booe, 
the  extent  of  dueaie  was  found  to 
J)e  neaily  such  as  had  been  observed 
exteroally;  the  niarguis,beneatb  which 
were  the  veins  and  arteries,  being 
Jiealthy,— a  circumstance  which  ena- 
bled me  to  operate  with  great  coq6- 
dence.  Having  removed  the  part 
affected,  I  found  that  the  pericardium 
was  involved  in  the  disease,  and  that 
the  heart  was  laid  bare.  This  caused 
no  some  apprehension  at  first ;  but 
in  the  course  of  a  short  time  the  pa- 
tient  was  restored  to  health ;  an  event 
which  could  not  have  been  hoped,  had 
no  one  been  willing  to  operate,  and  the 
operation  itself  could  not  have  been 
performed,  except  by  one  versed  in 
the  science  of  anato^iy.*' 


CHOniA— WITH  DISSBCnON. 

Ah  interesting  case  of  chorea  has 
occarred  at  the  Sunderland  Dispen- 
sary, The  subject  of  it  was  a  girl 
16  years  of  age.  The  disease  af- 
fected the  left  side  of  the  body.  She 
grew  worse,  convulsions  came  on, 
and  she  died.  On  dissection,  a  cal- 
careous concretion  was  found  in  the 
medullary  substance  of  the  left  he- 
misphere of  the  brain.  This  stone 
was  of  an  irregularly  cubical  figure, 
each  ni  its  sides  measuring  about  an 
inch.  The  medical  gentleman  who 
leporU  the  case  states  that  he  has 
seen  two  others  in  which  partial  pass- 
ed into  general  convulsions,  followed 
by  coma  and  death.  In  neither  of 
these  was  there  opportunity  for  post 
mortem  examination  of  the  brain. 
From  the  great  similarity  of  the; 
fymptoms  to  those  of  the  present  case, 


be  judged  that  they,  and  indeed  most 
other  analogous  cases,  arise  more 
frequently  from  direct  irritation  of 
the  brain,  with  increased  afflux  of  the 
blood  hither,  than  from  sympathetic 
excitement  of  that  organ. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  con- 
cretion above  alluded  to  occurred  in 
the  same  side  of  the  body  as  the  con- 
vulsive movements  it  occasioned. 


SMALLPOX  IN  PENN8TLVAN1A. 

In  the  last  No.  of  the  American  Jour- 
nal, we  see  the  account  of  an  epide- 
mic smallpox  which  occurred  in  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.  toward  the  close  of  the 
year  1828,  and  continued  for  six 
months.  A  few  of  the  facts  are  in- 
teresting, as  they  bear  on  the  point 
of  the  prophylactic  power  of  vacci- 
nation. One  individual  is  mention- 
ed, whose  case  was  known  to  the 
reporter.  *He  had  been  vaccinated 
twelve  years  before,  and  retained  the 
mark  of  the  genuine  vaccine  vesicle } 
yet  he  went  regularly  through  the 
smallpox,  though  in  a  mild  form. 
Several  other  instances  are  mention^ 
ed,  where  persons  who  had  gone 
through  the  vaccine  disease  were 
greatly  exposed,  but  escaped  the  in<* 
fectioo* 

OATABRHUS  VBSlCf. 

This  dbease,  so  common  with  old 
people  in  the  higher  ranks  of  society, 
has  been  particularly  attended  to  of 
late  by  M.  Civiale.  He  is  of  opin* 
ion  that  it  is  a  chronic  inflammation 
and  thickening  of  the  coats  of  the 
bladder,  occasioned  by  diminished 
tone  in  its  muscular  structure.  A  di- 
rect consequence  of  such  diminution 
is  an  imperfect  eauptying  of  the  sac. 
The  remaining  urine  produces  irrita* 
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tioBy  and  this  pastes  into  chronic  Id* 
flammatioR.  He  relies  on  the  cathe* 
ter  for  a  rnmedj. 

BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  SEPT.  88, 1839. 

Wb  conclude  to-day  our  extract 
from  the  recently  published  work  of 
Dr.  Godraan,  of  Philadelphia.  This 
extract  comprises  the  whole  of  his 
treatise  on  Tight  Lacings  with  the 
exception  of  his  description  of  the 
parts  concerned  in  the  process  of 
respiration,— >a  portion  which  seem- 
ed unnecessary  for  medical  readers. 
Some  account  of  this  work  we  pro- 
pose to  give  in  our  next. 


LAWS  BBSPBCTINO  DISSBCTlOIf. 

We  have  given  in  this  number  a  copy 
of  the  Circular  of  the  Committee  of 
ihe  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
to  whom  was  referred,  at  their  last 
meeting,  the  subject  of  Dissection, 
This  Circular  has  been  forwarded  to 
members  of  the  Society,  and  we 
would  call  their  earnest,  immediate, 
and  devout  attention  to  the  proposi- 
tions it  contains.  The  subject  of 
this  Circular  is  of  incalculable  weight ; 
it  is  the  key-stone  of  the  arch  on 
which  all  medical  and  surgical  sci- 
ence rests ;  its  importance  is  measur- 
ed only  by  the  practical  value  our 
profession  is  capable  of  acquiring, 
and  the  hleuings  it  is  capable  of  ex- 
tending to  mankind.  Give  up  dissec- 
tion, and  the  beautiful  andatupendoos 
fabric  which  the  learning  and  labors  of 
medical  men,tn  all  past  ages,  have  been 
spent  in  rearing,  must  inevitably  fall ; 
the  fountains  of  the  healing  art  will 
become  dry,  and  the  learned  and  ju- 


dicious physician,  the  skilful  and  ac- 
complished surgeon,  will  be  loat  in 
the  impostor  charlatan. 

The  time  is  arrived  when  It  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  professioB  to  take 
some  active  measures  to  facilitate 
dissection  in  this  country.  Evety 
member  of  the  faculty  ought  to  feel 
that  to  move  or  be  quiet  in  this  mat- 
ter is  not  left  at  his  option ;  a  duty,-* 
a  high  and  commanding  duty, — urges 
him  to  spend  bis  time  and  talents, 
to  use  the  utmost  of  his  influence,  in 
correcting  the  popular  error  on  this 
subject,  and  convincing  the  people,-— 
the  true  rulers  of  the  land,— that 
every  obstacle  the  law  opposes  to 
dissection,  is  a  stepping-stone  to  the 
very  evil  it  would  avert  So  long  as 
no  subjects  are  specially  allowed  by 
law  fur  purposes  of  anatomy,  viola- 
tion of  the  grave  will  be  indiscrimi- 
nate. Just  in  proportion  as  these 
obstacles  are  increased,  the  price  of- 
fered for  subjects  will  he  enhanced, 
and  the  temptation  increased  to  pro- 
cure them  at  the  sacrifice  of  every 
feeling  of  the  heart,— to  procure 
them,  if  by  no  other  means,  by  those 
horrible  deeds  which  have  immortai- 
ixed  the  great  city  of  the  North  in 
the  annals  of  crime. 

Thb  is  not  a  fanciful  picture.  The 
effect  of  legal  restraints  on  the  means 
for  dissection  in  Scotland^  have  pass- 
ed through  all  these  stages  to  the 
last,— the  climax  has  there  been  sor- 
mounted.  In  this  country,  it  has 
made  an  alarming  progress;  the 
sancttiary  of  the  dead  is  often  violat- 
ed, without  regard  to  the  number  or 
character  of  the  friends  who  follow- 
ed the  corps  to  its  supposed  resting- 
place  :  and  nothing  can  be  mere  cer- 
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taio  thmo  the  fact,  that  the  closer  we 
shttt  the  grave  against  the  resarrec- 
tionbt,  the  loooer  will  he  find  his 
prey  elsewhere ;— debarred  from  the 
depositories  of  the  dead,  he  will  seek 
it  ia  the  retired  dwellings  of  the  liv- 
ing; shot  out  from  sacrilege,  he  will 
Hy  to  murder. 

It  b  very  evident  that  by  devoting 
to  the  purposes  of  anatomy  ihe  bodies 
of  those  who  die  in  houses  of  correc* 
tion^  the  current  of  evenu  which  is 
drawing  near  to  the  shocking  catas- 
trophe to  which  we  have  alluded, 
may  he  effectually  checked.  Such 
regulation  would  moreover  be  a 
strong  motive  with  the  vicious  to 
restrain  their  evil  passions,  and  thus 
act  with  a  double  power  in  promot- 
ing the  good  order,  good  morals, 
personal  security  and  happiness  of 
the  people. 

The  last  session  of  the  British 
Parliament  was  rendered  one  of  the 
nM>st  memorable  in  the  history  of  the 
aation  by  the  emancipation  of  the 
Catholics.  It  would  have  crowned 
the  glory  of  that  Parliament,  had 
they  exercised  as  enlightened  a  poll- 
cy  toward  the  Sui^ons*  Mr.  Pul 
exercised  his  energies  successfully  in 
satisfying  the  just  claims  of  the  for- 
mer, without  injury  to  church  or 
state;  but  Mr.  WAaauRTON  could 
aot  effect  the  emancipation  of  the 
Surgeons  from  the  severer  thraldom 
in  which  they  are  held  by  the  laws 
of  the  land. — The  Catholics  were 
aot'  eligible  to  office ; — the  surgeons 
are  the  only  persons  eligible  to  cer- 
tain offices,  and  yet  subjected  to 
heavy  penalties  if  they  discharge  ably 
and  faithfully  the  duties  which  those 
offices  impose  on  them  ;  for  no  man 


can,  in  the  nattrre  of  things,  discharge 
either  ably  or  faithfully  the  duties  of 
a  surgeon,  without  such  a  knowledge 
of  the  minute  structure  of  the  part  on 
which  he  operates,  as  dissection 
alone  can  give  him.  If  a  surgeon 
operate  hadly^  an  action  will  lie 
against  him  for  malpractice,  and  he 
loses  his  professional  reputation  ;— 
if  he  takes  the  only  possible  measure 
to  enable  him  to  operate  welly,  the 
laws  of  his  country  meet  him  with 
greater  severity,  and  the  popular 
voice  is  still  louder  against  him. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  proud  dis- 
tinction of  leading  the  way  to  a  more 
enlightened  policy  respecting  dissejc- 
tion,  remains  for  this  country.— If 
this  is  to  be  effected  at  all,  it  most  be 
done  by  the  individual  efforts  of  me- 
dical men.  Great  and  salutary 
changes  in  our  laws  must  originate 
in  the  people,  and  any  attempt  to 
effect  them  in  the  legislative  hall|. 
before  the  minds  of  the  people  are 
convinced  of  their  necessity  or  expe- 
diency, will  be  inevitably  abortive ; 
it  is  working  against  a  current  which 
can  never  be  stemmed.  It  is  not  the 
water  poured  on  the  branches  of  the 
oak  which  gives  it  verdure  and  vigor; 
it  is  the  moisture  taken  in  drop  by 
drop  at  its  roots,  and  the  influence^ 
however  small,  which  is  exerted  at 
the  extremity  of  its  minute  tendrils, 
b  that  alone  which  can  produce  any 
great  changes  in  its  more  conspicu- 
ous part.  Let  every  member  of  the 
profession  be  fully  apprized  of  the 
importance  of  his  own  private  per- 
sonal influence,  and  let  him  exert  it 
never  so  quietly,  but  with  judgment 
and  power,  and  the  great  result  will 
astonish  him. 
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HBALTB  09  OUR  CITIEB. 

Tbb  Yellow  Fever  eoQtiottes  to  pre- 
^1  to  ao  alarmkigy  aod,  we  believe, 
uoprecedeoted  eitent|  at  New  Oi^ 
leans.  Fron  thirty  to  forty  are  said, 
by  good  authority,  to  die  daily  of 
Ibis  diseaaei  and  very  few  auacked 
by  it  recover.  Its  ravages  have  beea 
particularly  great  among  those  Spi^ 
oish  Refugees  who,  driven  from 
their  homes  by  an  arbitrary  decree 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  sought 
a  refuge  where  so  many  of  them  have 
found  a  grave. 

At  Savannah  but  three  cases  of 
Yellow  Fever  have  occurred,  and  the 
city  is  esteemed  unusually  healthy. 

Charleston  has  escaped  this  scourge 
thus  far.  The  Carolioiaos  complain 
more  of  injured  cotton  crops  than 
(the  ravages  of  disease.  The  subsi- 
dence of  the  recent  freshet  in  the 
Pee  Dee,  will  leave  pools  of  water 
scattered  over  a  large  tract  of  couo- 
/try,  which,  becoming  stagnant  and 
isubjected  to  the  heat  of  a  southern 
iiun,  must  produce  fever  in  great 
abundance.  The  only  safety  of  the 
river  inhabitants  will  be  the  continu- 
ance of  the  rains  into  October. 

We  have  no  reports  of  the  exbt- 
ence  of  any  maligoant  or  other  pre- 
•valent  disease  in  Baltimore,  Phila- 
delphia, or  New  York. 

The  Dysentery  Is  unusually  rife 
on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna, 
and  its  vicinity  ;  whole  families  are 
confined  at  once  to  their  beds,  but 
the  mortality  is  as  yet  inconsiderable. 

Our  autumnal  fever,  of  which  there 
is  more  or  less  in  this  city  every  fall, 
iM  more  frequently  met  with  this  sea- 
son than  usual.  Although  the  cases 
are  numerous  and  recovery  generally 


alow,  it  proves  &ul  ha^iMom,9m 
may  be  seen  by  our  bills  of  mortality. 
A  good  practical  treatise  00  this  dis- 
ease is  much  wanted,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  the  Prise  offered  by  the  Boyls- 
too  Committee  for  (be  bes(  essay  00 
the  subject,  will  be  the  means  of 
supplying  thu  deficiency  in  our  me- 
dical literature.  For  the  terms  oa 
which  this  Prize  is  offered,  our  read- 
ers are  referred  to  No.  27,  Vol.  2dj 
of  this  Journal, 


MKDICAL  MABnxrACTORIES. 

Thksk  establbhments  appear  to  be 
uninterrupted  in  their  operations  by 
the  pressure  of  the  times.  Within 
three  or  four  weeks,  42  medical  Doc- 
tors have  been  finished  off  at  Bow- 
doin  College,  10  at  Williams  College, 
35  at  Yale  College, and  many  others 
which  we  have  not  time  to  enume- 
rate. 

Several  new  laborers  have  been 
else  engaged,  vis.,— At  Bowdoin 
College,  Jambs  MoKian,  M.O.,  of 
Topsbam,  as  Professor  of  Obstetrics, 
and  John  Dm  Lamatbr,  M.D.,  of 
Fairfield,  N.Y.,  as  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic-*> 
At  Burlington  College,  Bbnjamim 
Lincoln,  M.D.,  of  this  city,  as  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  apd  Surgery. 

These  gentlemen,  with  their  Col- 
laborators and  others,  will  comaence 
operations  at  their  respective  losii- 
tutioos  as  follows  :— 

At  Bowdoin  College,  about  the 
end  of  January  or  the  beginning  of 
February.  By  a  very  happy  arrange- 
ment, the  lectures  commence  at  this 
seminary  about  the  time  they  end 
elsewhere  ;  so  that  pupils  who  desire 
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itean  avail  tkemselves,  id  a  singlesea- 
aoOyOf  the  advaotages  of  two  schools. 

At  the  Bostoo  Medical  College  of 
Harvard  University,  on  the  third 
Wednesday  io  October. 

At  Rutgers  Medical  College,  Neir 
York,  oa  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember. 

At  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  November. 

At  the  University  of  Maryland,  on 
the  last  Monday  in  October. 

At  the  Medical  Department  of 
Washington  College,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  November. 

At  the  Berkshire  Medical  lostito- 
tion,  the  Lectures  commenced  on  the 
first  Thorsday  of  this  nfonth. 

At  the  late  Commencement  at 
TaJe  College,  the  Honorary  Degree 
of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  Drs.  Na- 
thaniel S.  Perkins,  Bela  Farnum,  Lu- 
ther Ticknor,  and  Darius  Hutchins. 

We  do  not  learn  that  any  other  of 
onr  literary  institutions  found  any 
medical  gentlemen  within  the  sphere 
of  their  knowledge  worthy  of  simi- 
lar honors. 


TBARSATL^NTIC  aUACUBRT. 

Wk  know  not  if  our  readers  have 
beard  or  not  of  a  famous  worker  of 
wonders,  who  is  making  a  great  pa- 
rade in  London,  and  imposing  most 
egregiously  on  the  credulity  of  John 
Bull.  The  thing  we  refer  to  is  call- 
ed by  a  very  long  name ;  to  wit,  Mr. 
LoNO  Saint  John  Long,— Aitist. 
Now  the  art  which  this  man  is  exalt- 
ing by  the  woiJungs  of  his  transcen- 
dant  genius,  is  no  less  than  the  art  9/ 
healing  }^^Xhe  art  of  healing  not  only 
diseases  which  others  have  healed 
before  him,  but  that  triumphant  ene- 


iny  of  the  faculty,  pulmonary  eon' 
tumpiion^  Various  newspapers  in 
the  British  metropolis  blason  forth 
the  unprecedented  cures  performed 
by  this  rara  avis,  and  extol  beyond 
measure  bis  method  of  treatment, 
which,  by  the  way,  is  a  profound  se-^ 
cret.  One  young  gentleman,  whilst 
under  the  treatment  of  Long  St.  Joho 
ibr  ^'confirmed  consumption,'*  was 
recently  seised  with  enteritis,  and 
died  in  four  days.  On  inspecting' 
his  body  after  death,  ^  the  lunga 
were  found  perfectly  sound,  and  no 
trace  of  tubercles,  or  other  phenome* 
na  of  phthisis,  existed  hi  the  chest/*  f 
Had  not  the  melancholy  event  oc* 
curred  which  terminated  the  career 
of  this  patient  whilst  in  the  midst  of 
St.  John  Long's  treatment,  how  glo- 
rious a  case  would  this  have  been  to 
have  published  to  the  world !  A 
case  of  <^  confirmed  consumption'^ 
wholly  and  permanently  cured  by 
the  wonderful  skill  of  Mr.  St.  Johoi 
Long,  the  healing  Artist. — Another 
remarkable  case,  in  which  the  cur^ 
was  attested  by  a  Master  of  Arts  and 
Doctor  in  Divinity,  is  thus  noticed  by 
Dr.  Johnson  in  his  Mec^al  Journal : 

By  the  post  of  this  morning  (June 
15th)  we  received  two  newspapers. 
Bell's  Weekly  Messenger,  and  the 
Leeds  Mercury.  In  the  former  was 
printed  very  conspicuously  the  letter 
with  its  testimonials  (No.  1).  In  the 
latter  (Leeds  Mercury)  a  single  line 
dispelled  the  fair  illusion  of  hope  on 
one  hand,  and  unprincipled  menda- 
city on  the  other !  Mr.  St.  John 
Long  and  his  pufiers  require  some 
strong  opiates  to  make  them  sleep 
with  easy  consciences. 

00 

London,  August  17, 1828. 
My  dear  Sir,— For  seven  years 
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previous  to  placing  myself  onder 
your  care,  I  suflered  great  general 
debility,  with  violent  cough,  and  ex- 
pectoration,  and  was  dreadfully  ema- 
ciated. I  was  also  afflicted  with  spit- 
ting of  blood,  pains  in  the  chest  and 
side,  extreme  difficulty  in  breathing, 
could  not  lie  down  in  bed  without  a 
«hair  for  my  support,  and  despairing 
of  recovery.  Now,  my  flesh  has  be- 
come firm  and  healthy,  1  have  appe- 
tite, can  sleep,  and  walk  five  or  six 
miles  without  much  fatigue. 

Martha  Hudson. 

Hipperholmf  Halifax^  Yarkikire, 

Feb.  16,  1829. 
It  is  some  months  since  I  leA  your 
care,  and  1  have  gone  on  progressive- 
ly gaining  health,  having  stood  the 
severity  of  the  winter  months  aston- 
ishingly well,  though  a  cough  still  re- 
mains. The  full  history  of  my  case 
is  recorded  in  your  book,  which 
hears  testimony  of  the  merits  of  your 
important  discovery* 

Gratefully  yours, 

Martha  Hudson. 

We,  whose  names  are  onder-writ- 
ten,  with  pleasure  attest  the  truth  of 
Aie  aliove  statement  z — 

Richard  Hudson,  M.A. 
Father  of  Martha  Hudson. 

RiCRAJio  Hartlbt,  D.D. 
Brother  in-law  of  Martha  Hudson. 

Died — On  Saturday  last,  at  Hip- 
per4iolm,  Martha,  the  second  daugh- 
ter of  liie  Rev.  Richard  Hudson. 

But  Mr.  St.  John  Long  seems  to 
t>e  a  man  of  uncommon  kindness  of 
heart,  as  well  as  medical  skill,  as 
evinced  in  the  following  history  re- 
corded in  another  English  periodical. 

A  young  lady,  subject  to  cough, 
came  to  London,  to  place  herself  un- 
der the  care  of  this  pretended  curer 
of  consumption  of  the  lungs,  under 
the  impression  that  ho  was  an  eminent 
physician.  The  patient  attended  re- 
gularly, and  agreed,  by  a  solemn  pro- 
mise, not  to  reveal  his  mode  of  treats 
ment.     The    humane    and    liberal- 


minded  John  St.  John  Long  felt  so 
much  interested  in  her  case,  that  be^ 
good  soul,  agreed  to  receive  her  on  a 
Sunday  ;  and  such  was  his  desire  to 
be  accommodaiing,  that  he  even  con* 
descended  to  take  the  fee  on  the 
sabbath  day. 


STATISTICS  or  DBNTISTRT  IN  FRANCK. 

The  following  is  a  translation  from  a 
late  French  publication  (^  Sur  Tart 
du  Deutiste*')  recently  received  from 
Paris  by  Dr.  Persons,  Dentist|  of  this 
city : — 

The  business  of  the  Dentist  has 
been  so  much  increased  within  thirty 
years  in  France,  that  when  it  is  con- 
sidered in  Its  mechanical  part,  and 
as  comprehending,  also,  all  lyhich 
relates  to  the  treatment  of  diseases 
of  the  mouth,  it  produces  an  annnal 
income  of  nearly  six  millions  of 
francs. 

At  no  period  have  all  the  depart- 
ments of  France  united  contained 
twice  the  number  of  dentists  that 
practise  in  Paris ;  for  it  will  be  un- 
derstood that  we  call  none  dentists 
but  those  who  practise  solely  in  that 
branch  of  surgery  which  relates  to 
the  diseases  of  the  mouth  ;  for  if  we 
shall  give  this  name  to  all  who  only 
extract  teeth,  we  should  find  at  least 
one  in  every  little  village. 

In  the  year  1790,  there  were  only 
five  dentists  in  Paris ;  in  1814,  there 
were  twenty  ;  and  in  1828,  about  a 
hundred  and  forty.  We  may  plaea 
these  hundred  and  forty  dentists  in 
ten  classes,  according  to  their  annual 
receipts,  as  in  the  following  table  :— 

Whole  MMNiat 
Number  in  receiTed  bj  tR 

Claai.  the  Cleat.  Aan.  inc.   of  Uiie  CUm. 

1  &      40,000  fr.  200,000  fir. 

2  6      30,u00    180,000 

3  6      25,000    150.000 

4  8      20,000    160,000 
6     8      15.000    120,000 

6  12  12,000  144,000 

7  15  9,000  135,000 

8  20  6,000  120,000 

9  26  4,000  100,000 
10  85  2,000  ?0,000 


Total  140whorec.annaaUyl,879,000lr. 
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W«  nay  oumher  in  the  Depart-^ 
ID90U  aboat  two  hundred  dentiitSi 
who  receiTe  annaally,  one  with  ano- 
ther, about  5000  franca  each.  This 
would  give  a  total  of  one  million  of 
francty  which  added  to  the  income 
of  the  dentiflU  in  Paris,  is  2^79 fiOO. 
The  apothecaries,  perfumers  and 
others  in  Paris  and  in  all  other  parts 
of  France  receive  from  the  sale  of 
powdersy  elixirs,  opiates,  and  other 
articles  used  for  the  mouth,  an 
amount  equal  at  least  to  that  of  the 
dentists  of  Paris  and  of  the  depart- 
SMttU  together^^to  wit,  2,379,000 
francs. 

Now  if  we  admit  that  among  thirty 
millions  of  Inhabitants  in  France, 
there  are  fifteen  hundred  thousand 
who  attend  to  the  preservation  of 
tbeb  teeth,  and  who  use  only  one 
tooth-brush  a  year  at  75  centimes, 
we  shall  have  a  new  total  of  1,125|- 
000  francs. 

In  bringing  together  these  different 
products,  we  find  that— 


Aboriginal  BhdeiwM.  —  Several 
skeletons  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants 
were  recently  found  at  South  Salem 
in  this  state,  whilst  the  workmen  in  a 
manufacturing  establishment  were  le« 
veiling  the  yard.  They  were  buried 
hot  about  two  feet  below  the  surface 
and  in  a  state  of  preservation  rematrk* 
ably  good)  since  more  than  200  yra. 
must  have  passed  over  them.  These- 
skeletoos  were  found  arranged  in 
groups,  two  or  three  together,  and 
lying  on  the  side,  with  theis 
faces  turned  to  the  east, — ready  to 
greet  the  rising  sun  on  the  morning 
of  the  resurrection.  Most  of  the  bo-^ 
dies  were  adults,  but  three  are  said 
to  have  been  children.  It  is  suppos* 
ed  by  the  peculiar  situation  of  the- 
groupg  of  skeletons,  that  those  who 
make  up  each  group  must  have  been 
buried  at  the  same  time  ;-— perhaps 
in  the  year  l6l7  when  the  plague 
raged  with  such  mortality  among  the- 
aboriginal  inhabitants  of  that  place. 


The  annual  receipts  of  the 
dentif  tf  in  Paris  are 

•  of  the  dentlatt  m 


the  Departmenti 


-  of  the  apothecariet, 


perfumers,  ftc^  in  France  2,379,000 

of  the   selleri   of 

tooth  brashes  1,126^000 


RooU  and  Herbs. — One  of  the- 
Steam  and  Herb  fraternity,  who  calia 
himself  Hiram  Burnet,  apologises  ia 
the  newspapers  for  deviating  from  the 
**  Thcimpsonian  Practice :"  it  seema 
that  this  deviation  caused  hu  expuU 
sion  from  the  Root  and  Herb  Steep* 
ery,  and  deprived  him  of  his  patient. 
The  Delaware  Gaiette  says,  **  The 
unfortunate  sick  man  was  taken  froos 
Or.  B.  by  some  of  his  brother  prac- 
titioners, and  done  for  so  that  he  died 
Total  5,a83,000fr.    by  steam  io  a  reasonable  time.'^ 


1,379,000  fr. 

1,000,000 

2,379,000 


But  granting  that  of  this  sum  there 
is  paid  630,000  francs  for  indispensa- 
ble operations,  such  as  the  extraction 
of  teeth  and  other  services  which 
properly  come  within  the  province 
of  surgery,  it  results  that  the  busi* 
aess  of  the  dentist,  considered  in  its 
mechanical  part,  occasions  an  annual 
expense  which,  at  the  lowest  esti« 
mate,  we  must  value  at  5,253,000 
francs.  This  result  may  surprise 
many,  but  we  engage  that  it  b  as 
exact  as  it  is  possible  calculations  of 
this  kind  can  be,  in  which  we  cannot, 
of  course,  avail  ourselves  of  mathe- 
matical accuracy .-^Dat'/y  Adv. 


Deaf  and  Dumb.-^Ur.  Gallaudef, 
principal  of  the  Asylum  lor  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  at  Hartford,  advertises  that 
in  consequence  of  arrangements  made 
with  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  a  new 
class  will  enter  on  the  28th  of  Octo- 
ber next* 

BBFORT  or   DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 
The  weeli  endinf  Sept.  18,  tt  aooa. 

Of  accident,  1— cholera,  1 — eonnimption,  8 
— coflBplaint  of  the  heart,  1— dyseoterr,  ^* 
dirowa*  1— dropey  ia  the  head,  1— iDUunmap 
turn  ui  the  howele,  1— inftiitile,  a^liTer  coos- 
plaint,  a— Meaalea,  a-^mortificatioa  in  the 
bowela,  1— old  9m,  1— typhos  fcTor,  1— un- 
known, 1  Malee,16,— lemales^lO.  TMaI»2ft. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

THE  tubscribere  continue  to  receive 
and  instruct  Medical  Papils  upon 
the  terms  formerly  announced. 

The  Pupils  are  admitted  to  the  medical 
and  surgical  Practice  oi  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital,  and  receive  pri- 
vate instruction  from  the  subscriber!. 
JAMES  JACKSON, 
WALTER  CHANNINO. 
For  terms,  apply  to  Dr.  Channing,  Tre- 
jnont  street,  opposite  Tremont  House. 
Septra. 3t 

CARTER  k  HEN  DEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,—The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in   Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  Gborcb  Combs. 
From  ike  Preface  to  the  Awuriean  edili&n, 

*^  Mr.  Combers  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  manj  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion, ft  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

^^  The  publishers  have  printed  this  .edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

^^  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or* 
der  with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly  fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentarv  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay.— To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity.»»  Sept.  8. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 

"  /COPAIVA  may  be  given  in  this  form 
KJ  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart-  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

~  PoUished  weekly,  by  Johk  Cottok,  at  184.  Washing  tea  St.  eorasr  of  FraakUa  St.,  to 
JZ  all  camrnaniJiioVi.  m«.t  be  addressed,  Ji<?^.-r^««*  ^'''•?k''*^  ^'S^  tf 
paid  in  adraace,  tbrwi  dollars  aad  a  half  if  aot  |»aid  withia  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
Sot  paid  within  the  year.    The  postH*  fcr  this  iVthe  sam«  asfor  other  aewsp^iers. 


ing  odor  to  the  htet^  it  is  ito  rata&ied 
wi&out  the  least  disquietude  or  oBean- 
ness  to  the  stomach ;  a&d  I  am  Safonaed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  laige  doses  it 
does  not  purge.^^ — Phil,  Journal  of  Med, 
Sciences. 
See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  18th. 

OIL  OF  BLACK  PSPPBR. 

This  is  a  much  more  active  preparation 
of  Piperine.  One  drop  is  folly  equal  tf> 
ttz  grams  of  the  latter.  It  is  a  valoablft 
aiUunct  to  Quinine.  One  or  two  dropa^ 
added  to  six  graini,  will  greatly  increase 
the  efficacy  of  that  medicine. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVIS,  188 
Washington  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  tenu  as 
94  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  26.                                    eoptf. 
i_  ^ ^^^-^.^^ 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURiS 
will  commence  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day  in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  by  H.  H. 
Chilim,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  J.  D.  Wxm, 
M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  &  W.  Wiluams, 
M.D. 

Theoretical  and  Operative  Surgery,  & 
Whitb,  M.D.  and  S.  P.  Whitb,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Obste- 
trics, C.  B.  COVSVTRT,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  Botany,  Mineralogy  and  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  C.  Dbwt,  M.D. 

Matriculation  ticket,  $  3.  Fee  for  Lec- 
tures, f  40.  Library  ticket,  f  1.  Gradu- 
ation,  f  15,50.  Board,  including  wash- 
ing,  lodging  and  room,  $  1,75  a  week. 

PUl^fiM,  Jfdy  S2, 1839.     aug4tsepl98 

MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKE. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale  by  CAR-* 
T£R  U  HENDEE,— A  Memoir  of 
Edward  A.  Holtokk,  M.D.  LL.D.,  pre- 
pared in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  tha 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 

Carter  k,  Hendee  have  just  received  tha 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
No  8,  August,  1829.— C.  k  H,  receive 
subscriptions  for  this  valuable  work,  and 
ciin  supply  the  numbers  from  its  coi»- 
men^ment.  Aug,  18. 
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HAY   ASTHMA. 

OhsirvaHom  on  the  M'ature^  CauH 
^  and  Treatment  of  Hay  Asthma. 

Ijy  William  Gordon,  Surgeon, Mem- 
ber of  the  Royaf  College  of  Sur- 
geons, Edifibtrr^y  &c.  &c,  &c. 

The  variety  of  asthma  which 
forms  the  subject  of  the  present 
memoir,  has  scarcely,  if  at  all, 
been  glanced  at  by  any  systematic 
writer  on  the  practice  of  medicine. 
We  are  furnished  vviih  varioiis  in- 
stances of  dyspnoQa,  aad  other  pulr 
monary  aflfections,  beiog  produced 
by  the  inhalation  of  the  effluvia 
arising  from  certaiapdoriferous  and 
other  substances,  examples  of  which 
I  myself  b^ve  witnessed  ;  but  the 
catarrhal.^^  astbmati<^  symptom^, 
occurring  in  particular  individuals 
during  the  ripening  of  grass,  aqd 
evidently  caused  by  the  smell  giv- 
en off  from  its  flowers,  have  been 
but  slightly  noticed  ;  and  by  som^ 
practitioners  their  existence  is  con« 
sidered  very  questionable,  if  it  be 
not  altogether  denied.  There  can 
be  no  doubt,  however,  that  the 
complaint  which  is  termed  (though 
perhaps  not  very  correctly)  "hay 
asthma,"  does  really  exist ;  and  al- 
though occasionally  mild  in  its  na- 
ture, yet  for  the  most  part  it  as- 
sumes a  very  formidable  character, 
as  ^vill  appear  from  the  following 
history  of  it,  which  is  taken  from 
some  well-marked  cases  that  have 
fallen  under  my  observation. 
33 


The  disease  first  commences 
\vith  a  slight  sensation  of  chilliness, 
accompanied  with  thirst,  lassitude, 
drowsiness,  and  other  indications  of 
fever;  at  the  same  time  the  Schnei- 
derian  membrane  becomes  dry  and 
irritable,  and  the  patient  is  affect- 
ed with  an  almost  incessant  sneez- 
ing, and  an  inexpressible  itching 
or  pricking  in  the  fauces  and  tra- 
chea, and  dong  the  external  andi- 
tory  passage :  the  head  is  occasion- 
ally vertiginous  or  painful,  but 
more  generally  it  feels  heavy  or  in- 
describably uncomfortable.  These 
symptoms  are  soon  succeeded  by 
inflammation  of  the  tunica  conjunc-. 
tiva,  which  comes  on  very  sudden-^ 
ly,  and  after  remaining  for  an  un- 
certaiii  length  of  time,  vanishes  as 
suddenly  as  it  made  itk  appearance. 

After  the  lapse  of  two  or  three 
days,  though  sometimei^  much  ear- 
lier, a  tightness  is  felt  -about  the 
chest,  and  the  respiration  begins  to 
be  obstructed,  espec'Mj  in  the 
evenings,  and  is  then  always  attend- 
ed with  a  wheezing  noise*  This 
obstraction  at  first  is  but  very  tri- 
fling, and  occasions  little  or  no  in- 
coQvenience  ;  but  it  daily  becomes 
more  and  more  oppressive,  and  at 
length  arrives  at  the  very  acme  of 
severity.  At  this  crisis  a  dreadful 
sense  of  suffocation  comes  on,  to- 
gether with  an  intolerable  weight 
at  the  lower  part  of  the  sternum, 
and  a  deep,  hard,  dry,  frequent 
cough,  which  tends  very  much  to 
aggravate  the  difficulty  of  breath- 
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ing.  The  condition  of  the  patient 
is  now  most  distressing, — he  cannot 
for  a  moment  remain  in  the  hori- 
zontal position;  he  easps  for  breath; 
his  eyes  protrude;  his  face  and  lips 
are  of  a  deep  purple  color  ;  he 
throws  open  the  doors  and  windows; 
rushes  from  one  room  to  another  in 
quest  of  a  refreshing  current  of  air; 
but,  unable  to  find  relief,  he  sinks 
down  exhausted  or  half  insensible. 
From  this  state  he  is  roused  by  sti- 
mulants, or  he  gradually  recovers 
by  himself ;  but  probably  only  to 
undergo  a  repetition  of  his  suffer- 
ings. These  symptoms,  which 
usually  make  tbeiv  attack  about  se- 
ven in  the  evening,  but  not  unfre- 
quently  long  before  this  period, 
continue  five  or  six  hours  ;  they 
then  begin  to  subside,  and  as  the 
morning  approaches,  the  patient 
falls  into  a  snort  but  restless  slum- 
ber, from  which  he  awakes  with  a 
sense  of  great  debility,  and  a  feel- 
ing of  constriction  across  the  chest. 
Although  there  commonly  takes 
lace  towards  morning  a  considera* 
le  reniission  of  the  asthmatic  fit, 
yet  the  symptoms  never  quite  zo 
oflf,  but  remain  throughput  the  night 
and  following  day,  and  in  the  even- 
ing assume  their  accustomed  seve- 
ritv.  DurtDff  the  paroxysms  the 
pulse  is  weak  and  irregular,  and 
ranges  between  85  and  100  ;  the 
tongue  is  white,  and  the  urine 
is  high-edored,  and  discharged  in 
tmall  qnantities. 

The  paroxysms  do  not  always' 

Iiresent  themselves  in  so  violent  a 
brm  as  I  have  now  described  ;  the 
patient  sometimes  experiences  no- 
thing of  that  overwhelming  irekd  of 
suffocation  which  I  have  mentioned 
above,  and  in  some  instances  the  at- 
tack is  so  remarkably  mild,  that  he 
is  affected  with  only  sneezing, 
headach,  and  inflammation  of  the 
conjunctive  and  Schneiderian  mem- 
branes. 


El 


The  cough  is  never  attended  with 
any  expectoration,  and  very  often  it 
does  not  come  on  till  the  other  symp- 
toms have  in  a  great  measure  abated. 
In  the  latter  case  it  is  never  so  fre- 
quent nor  distressing  as  when  it  ap- 
pears in  the  earlier  stages  of  ihe 
disease. 

Hay  asthma  seems  to  he  pecnliar 
to  youth  and  middle  age,  and  is  ne- 
ver observed  in  the  later  peiods  of 
life. 

Many  examples,  as  I  before  inti- 
mated, have  been  recorded  of  great 
distress  and  disorder  of  the  respira- 
tory organs  being  occasioned  bj 
the  odor  exhaled  from  aromatic  or 
pungent  bodies  ;  <and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  cause  of  the  sin- 
gular complaint  which  I  have  en- 
deavored to  describe,  is  the  aroma 
emitted  from  the  flowers  of  grass, 
particularly  from  those  of  the  an- 
thoxanthum  odoratum,  or  sweet* 
scented  vernal  grass.  If  the  patient 
remain  closely  shut  up  in  a  house, 
even  although  this  be  situated  in  the 
midst  of  the  richest  gra^s,  he  suf- 
fers considerably  ms  than  if  he 
walk  abroad  into  the  fields  ;  and  if 
he  remove  from  the  country  to  the 
centre  of  a  large  town,  or  go  out  to 
sea,  he  is  never  at  all  affected ; 
but  the  moDleot  be  comes  into,  or 
approaches  a  meadow,  he  imme- 
diately begins  to  sneeze,  and  re- 
turns home  with  inflamed  eyes, 
wheezing,  and  difficult  respiration. 
I  have  known  a  patient  wander 
about  his  flower  garden  for  several 
hours,  or  ride  through  com  fields 
or  plantations,  and  yet  not  experi- 
ence one  disagreeable  sensation ; 
but  as  soon  as  hie  arrived  at  the  vi- 
cinity of  a  meadow,  the  sneezing 
and  ophthalmia  have  instantly  ap- 
peared. I  have  said  that  the  an- 
thoxanthum  odoratum  seemed  to  be 
the  principal  exciting  cause  of  hay 
asthma,  and  I  am  induced  to  come 
to  this  conclusion — first,  because 
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this  plant  is  one  of  the  most  strong 
seented  of  the  grasses ;  and,  se- 
coodijr,  because  as  soon  as  it  be- 
gins to  flower,  and  not  tiU  lAen,  the 
asthma  commences ;  as  the  flowers 
arrive  at  perfection^  the  disease  in- 
creases ;  and  after  they  have  died 
awaj'9  I  have  remarked  that  pa* 
tients  could  passthroagh  the  most 
Ittxuriant  meadow  with  total  im- 
punity. The  disease  then  should 
rather  be  denominated  grass  asth- 
ma than  hay  asthma,  since  hay 
seems  incapable  of  producing  it. 
This  asthma  appears,  from  the 
scanty  excretion  of  mucus  from  the 
longs  which  attends  it,  to  consist 
chiefly  in  a  spasmodic  constriction 
of  the  bronchial  vessels,  and  of  the 
rausclei  concerned  in  respiration. 

It  will  be  evident,  that  residii^ 
in  a  large  town,  or  a  voyage  at  sea, 
during  the  season  in  which  the 
flowers  of  grass,  and  especially  of 
the  anthoxamthum  odoratum,  are  in 
bloom,  and  in  a  state  of  their  great- 
est vigor,  will  prevent  the  acces- 
sion of  hay  asthma.  But  these  re- 
medies are  not  always  convenient, 
nor  feasible.  It  therefore  becomes 
necessary  to  .  invent  ,8ome  other 
means  oi  administering  relief,  and 
such  as  may  be  at  the  command  of 
every  one.  I  shall,  tfierefortf,  give 
an  account  of  what  measures  I  have 
adopted,  and  have  found  most  suc- 
cesi^ful,  not  only  in  mitigating  or 
removing  the  paroxysms  when  pre- 
senti  hut  in  warding  off  their  at- 
tack altogether. 

[Tho  Treatment,  in  oor  next.] 


II. 

ON  A  DISBASB  OF  THE  TYMPANUM. 

Bi  JosnPH  Si^Av,  Esq. 

In  tracing  the  tympanine  branch 
of  the  glosto-pharyngeus  nerve, 
which  has  been  so  particularly  de- 


scribed by  Jacobson,  much  of  its 
distribution  may  be  seen  on  the 
transparent  membrane  lining  the 
tympanum  when  this  part  is  per- 
fectly sound,  but  when  it  is  dis- 
eased a  very  considerable  difiicul- 
ty  is^  experienced.     In  an  attempt 
to  trace  this  nerve  in  the  head  of 
an  old  woman,  the  membrane  lin- 
ing the  tympanum  was  not  only 
thickened,  but  there  was  at  the 
same  time  some  roughness  of  the- 
bone.     In  the  head  of  a  tban,  who 
had   a   suppurating  node  on   the 
forehead,    and    whose    posterior 
nostrils  were  stopped'  up  by  adhe- 
sions of  the  soft  palate,  this  mem- 
brane  was   also  thickened  ;  the 
spheno-palatine  ganglion  was  very 
considjsrably    enlarged.     In    the 
dissection  of  the  head  of  a  very 
young    woman    the  schneiderran 
membrane,  covering  the  inferior 
turbinated  bone  of  the  left  nostril, 
adhered  very  considerably  to  that 
of  the  septum,  so  that  a  very  lit- 
tle passage  was  left  for  the  air  ; 
there  was  a  perforation  in  the 
membrana  tyropani  of  the  same 
side,    and  purulent   matter  was 
contained     in    each    tympanum. 
The  membrane  lining  the  tympa** 
num  was  so  much  thickened  that 
the  nerves  couMnot  be  observed. 
I  believe  deafness  does  not  so 
often  depend  on  a  disease  of  the 
portio  mollis  as  has  been  suppos- 
ed, but  much  more  frequently  on 
an  inflammatory  action  attacking 
the  membrane  lining  the  tympa- 
num,  and  involving  these  small 
branches  of  the  tympanine  nerve. 
There  are  very  few  deaf  people 
who  cannot  bear  music  or  singing, 
or  who  cannot  hear  conversation, 
whilst  they  are  in  a  carriage  in 
motion.     But   it  is  not  so   ivith 
those  who  are  nearly  blind,  for 
when  the  optic  nerve  is  paralysed, 
no  light,  nor  any  modification  of  it 
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oaa  prodacf)  perfect  si^ht,  and  it 
must  be  the  sa^qie  irilh  tbe  audi- 
tory nerves. with  respec.t  to  «puAd. 
I  ivill  pot  deny  that  a  very  Mroag 
light  may  eoajble  a  person  who  ba« 
afilight  degree  of  vision  to  see 
some  objects  almost  in. the  same 
mariner  as  a  very  d^af  person  hears 
with  a  speaking  trumpet.  I  be* 
iieve,  therefore!,  that  deafness 
depends  very  frequently  on  the 
inflammatojry  action  having  iiqpair- 
ed  these  minute  branches  of  tbe 
glosso-pharyngeus  nerve^  which 
are  distributed  o«  the  tympanum  ; 
and  although  many  of  the  noises 
may  depend  on  the  disordered 
funotions  of  the  portio  mollij^,.  I 
neverthe^8s.tj)ink  they  may  afise^ 
too,  from  these,  small  branches  of 
the  glosso-pharyngeas,  and  their 
communication  with  the.  grand 
sympathetic  in  the  carotic  canajy 
It  may  be  asked  how  mAisic,  &o.  • 
dispose  the  ear  for  receiving  the : 
faintec  sounds,,  ai  those  of  ih^. 
voi(C9.  I  conceive  the,se  e,xcite 
the  parts  about  t;he  tympanum  in 
the  same  way  that  stimulating, 
things  woq}d  any  other  organ  ;  and 
tliat  by  this  eieitement  such  a  de- 
gree of  action  is  imparted  to  thet 
whole  as  is  present  in  a  healthy 
state  of  the  orga^*  Whioa  the. 
functions  of  the  gustatory  ne!rv«s 
axe  impaired,  people  cannot  taste 
properly  ;  but  when  these  have 
been  stimulated  with  a  little;  wine, 
the  ta&te  again  becomes  exquisite. 
This  may  npt  be  thought  a  fe^ir  ar- 
gument ;  but  I  conceive  the  wine 
becomes  a  local  stimulus,  although 
it  may,  at  the  same  time,  be  a  ge- 
neral one,  and  by  both  means  ef- 
fect the  same  purpose. 

The  consideration  of  the.  distri*; 
bjutibn  of  the  tympanine  branch  of 
the.glosso-phary  ngeus,  leads  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  tympanum  per- 
forms more  important  functions  in 


the  production  of  bearing  tbdd 
have  been  usually  ascribed  to  it > 
and  that  the  failure  of  remedies, 
in  cases  of  deafness,  which  have 
been  termed  ner?ous,  may  have 
proceeded  very-  much  not  oaly 
from  the  obsciore  situation  of  the 
tympanum,  but  ftem  the  misap- 
plication of  the  renaedies  them* 
selves.  And  I  conceive,*  there- 
fore, as  a  thickening  of  the  mem- 
brane lining  tbe  tympanum,  and 
involving  such  delicate  nerves, 
can  be  so  often  observed,  that 
many  of  the  diseases  of  the  ear 
may  be  more  withia  the  reach  of 
art  than  has  been  contemplated ; 
ajid  that  by  subduing,  the  ioflam- 
matory  acticto  at  ilts  very  ooaet» 
befofe  the  structure  of  the  delir*. 
cate  parts  has  become  so  much 
chaAged  as  permanently  to  impair' 
their  fonctiona,  many  of  the  worst 
cases  might  be  prevented. 

Medical  GazttU. 


lilViNO  BfONSTBtta.  '' 

Observations  on  a  Human  Monster 
belonging  fo  ^  ^^  Genus, 

M.  6«o9?.iiOT  ;Sri!.  HiLAiRE>  in 
May  1329^  read  to  the  Frenab 
Acadistny  of  Soienoea  a  memoir 
on  a  new  produ^t-iouoQ  the  human 
species,  struck  wixb  monstrosity 
in  the  fourth  montb.of  intra-uterine 
life^  and  on  the  occurrence  of  cir- 
cumstances which  produced  tbe 
mbnitrosity,  by  disturbing  a  forma* 
tion,  wHpb^yw^mihifcfr  period  was 
regular.  On  the  J£th  April  last, 
was  born,  in  the  Rue  du  Faux- 
bourg  St.  Martin,  of  a  woman 
aged  S4  years,  who  had  no  child- 
ren previously,  a  child  of  regular 
period,  and  of  large  size.  Ou 
measuring  it,  from  the  projeciioa 
of  its  eyes,  its  length  was  found  to 
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be  twenty  mdmi  Thd  upper  re- 
'iptQn  af  Ike  cpadibm  na's  wantiiig. 
The  wemito  hud  beMi  attended  4^ 
-Madame  FremeinC)  eiidirife,  and 
Dr.  Brioe,:<both->eridihg  JO  the 
tame  street.  The  latter  httv 
drawn  up  a  notice^  in  which  be 
has  described  the  defects  lof  the 
eoofermsltioiif  Which  the  cUM  pre»- 
sented.  M.  St.  Hilaire  rdiMrfe- 
ed,  that  k  is  to  hia»,  therefore, 
that  the  observation  in  question 
belongs.  At  a  meeting  bf  anato- 
mists called  by  Dr.  Brion^  ond  of 
the  medical  men  present  made 
the  most  singular  assertions  as  t^ 
the  causes  of  the  monstrosity* 
^'  The  monster  has  large  eye.s,^^ 
said  he,  '^  which  is  because  the 
mother  bad  hbt  view  constantly 
fixed  on  large  eyes  which  she  sin- 
gularly loved,  it  has  long  and 
pointed  eUrs,  because  the  impru- 
dent mother  had  her  caressing 
hands  continually  upon  the  long 
ears  of  her  dog."  M.  Geoffroy 
St.  Hilaire  mentioned  this  fact 
for  the  purpose  of  ridiculing  the 
explanations  which  some  medical 
men  still  give  of  cases  of  monstro- 
sity. After  enumerating  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  to  which  the  monster 
in  question  may  be  referred^  he 
showed  that  it  comes  nearest  to 
the  Thlipsencepkali.  Now,  in 
this  monstrosity,  the  foetus  going 
on  in  a  regular  manner  until  about 
the  fourth  month,  only  deviates  at 
a  later  period,  and  under  the  in- 
fluence of  some  violent  cause, 
from  the  normal  organization. 
Confiding  in  his  previous  research- 
es, he  did  not  hesitate  to  declare, 
that  the  mother  of  the  new  and 
very  singular  thlipsencephalus 
which  was  before  him,  had  been 
rudely  struck  about  the  third  or 
fourth  month  of  gestation,  and 
even  added  that  it  was  probably 
by  a  violent  kick.     This  explana- 


4ioo  waititterty  ri^ected  fcy  the 
meiKcar  man'  who^  h^d  proposed 
4he  smgoldr  one  Mentioned  aoove. 
i^n  qtf#stioning  thd  woraan^  it  was 
ie  fact  discovered,  that,  kt  the 
period  of'fouh  iHotitbs'  gestation, 
she  had  actually  been  struck  and 
severely  i^onnded  by  a  tiolent 
kfckv  which  hit  upon  th^  Tight 
aide  df  the  uterine  i^gion.  '  Dri 
Brioo's'  (eqeiries  led  hi^  td  the 
foliowiog  results  ?-*-     ^      - 

Conception  tbcdc  place  oh  the 
i9tb  June,  18^8 ;  lesion  produced 
by  wound,  17th  Novemher,  1838; 
birth  accomplished  On  the  26th 
April,  18SI9 ;  total  duration  of  ges- 
tation, S6S  daysr 

Until  the  period  when  she  was 
struck,  that  is  to  say, '  during  th6 
first  four  months  of  gestation 
(112  days),  the  mother  enjoyed 
excellent  health  ;  but  from  the 
17th  November  to  the  period  of 
delivery  (during  the  next  five 
months)  she  did  not  cease  to  expe* 
rience  in  the  lower  abdomen,  and 
in  the  whole  pelvic  region,  pains 
more  or  less  acute,  which  she  at- 
tributed to  the  brutality  of  which 
she  was  the  victim.  It  wa's  also 
a  kick  on  the  lower  belly  which 
had  produced  the  organic  devia- 
tions of  the  second  species  of 
thlipsencephalus  observed  by  M. 
Geoffroy  ;  but  this  species,  as 
well  as  the  first,  presented  small* 
er  dimensions,  the  individuals  to 
which  they  belong  having  been 
only  sixteen  inches  in  length.  On 
examining  with  more  attention,  and 
with  the  aid  of  dissection,  the  new 
thlipsencephalu8  which  was  sub- 
mitted  to  him,  he  found  that  it 
differed  from  the  first  two  by  cha- 
racters so  important,  that  he  was 
led  to  consider  it  as  a  new  genus, 
to.  which  he  gives  the  name  of 
J^osocephaluf.^  Like  the  thlipien" 
cephalue^  it  is  the  natural  and  al- 
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most  neceuanr  result  of  a  ▼!»- 
lence  eierted  upon  the  organ 
which  containt  the  product  of  coo- 
ceptioo,  onlj  at  a  more  advanced 
period  than  that  at  which  the  de- 
viation would  lead  to  the  produc- 
tion of  a  iklipsencephalus.  The 
author  concluded  with  some  con- 
aiderations  respecting  the  theorj 
of  monsters.  Recurring  to  the 
ohiervation  which  formed  th^  sub- 
ject of  his  memoir,  he  remarked, 
that  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
possible  to  guess,  from  the  inspec- 
tion of  a  iqonstrous  production,  the 
cause  to  which  the  monstrositj 
should  be  referred,  and  the  diffe- 
rences of  deviation  observed  in 
the  iMMoeep&aJiis,  which  accord  so 
well  with  the  more  advanced  pe- 
riod at  which  the  perturbing  acci- 
dent took  place,  leave  no  doubt 
respecting  the  theory  of  (he  for- 
mation of  these  kinds  of  monsters  ; 
so  that  at  least,  ia  well  defined 
oases,  science  possesses  facts 
which  may  be  considered  as  at- 
taching themselves  to  principles 
aufficieotly  demonstrated  to  be 
capable  of  being  applied  to  use  in 
the  pVactice  of  medicine.  The 
theory  is  so  perfect  in  this  respect, 
that,  on  the  inspection  of  certain 
monstrosities,  it  is  possible  to  as- 
sign Ihe  month,  the  week,  and  al- 
most the  day,  on  which  the  per- 
turbing accident  has  interrupted 
the  regular  order. 

Jameson^s  Journal 


A  Doubk'headed  Female. 

A  late  London  journal  gives  a 
description,  accompanied  with  an 
engraving,  of  a  female  infant,  now 
living  in  the  town  of  Sassari,  in 
Sardinia,  of  the  age  of  five  months, 
having  two  heads  and  four  arms, 
or  the  upper  part  of  two  well 
formed  bodies  united  at  the  breast. 
The  rest  of  the  body  with  the  legs 


are  of  ordinary  form  and  propor- 
tions. The  child  is  thin  but  in  all 
respects  well.  One  head  sleeps 
while  the  other  is  awake,  one  is 
nourished  by  the  mother  and  the 
other  by  the  nurse,  and  they  are 
nursed  alternately.  One  head 
sometimes  cries  while  the  other 
is  quiet.  The  left  head  is  some- 
what larger  than  the  other. 

American  Traveller. 


Connected  SieUre. 
In.  the  following  letter  we  have  to 
record  another  instance  of  monstrosi. 
ty.  The  appearance  among  us  of 
the  Siamese  boys  has  called  attentioQ 
to  this  subject  throughout  the  coun- 
try,  and  will  be  the  means  probably 
of  bringing  before  the  profession 
many  similar  cases  which  have  never 
yet  been  known  beyond  the  town  or 
neighborhood  in  which  they  have 
occurred. 

JUadison  Barraekif  SdckeVs  Har* 

boryN.Y.,  8epL9t  '829. 
Sir, — As  the  arrival  of  the  Sia- 
mese youths  has  excited  much  in- 
terest in  your  city,  and  among 
medical  men  generally,  1  take 
the  liberty  of  reporting  a  similar 
case,  and  one  that  came  under 
my  own  inspection. — I  attended  a 
lady  who  was  delivered  of  twin 
female  children  between  the 
eighth  and  ninth  month  of  gesta- 
tion ;  and  without  giving  the  de- 
tails of  the  delivery,  1  will  only 
observe  that  their  probable  weight 
was  about  twelve  pounds, — that 
they  were  firmly  united  from  the 
clavicles  to  the  last  false  ribs, 
having  apparently  one  sternum 
common  to  both,  and  one  umbili- 
cal cord  entering  at  the  point  of 
onion  below.  There  was  a  per- 
fect development  of  every  exter- 
nal part,  and  they  were  living 
five  minutes  before  delivery. 
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If  jroa  think  this  case  of  anj 
importance,  70a  ara  at  liberty  to 
BHilie  auch  use  of  it  aa  you  please. 
Respectfully, 

Sam'l  G.  J.  DeGamp, 
Asmtani  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  SEPT. »,  1899* 
PB-  OOOM AM's  ADDBISSBS. 

Dr.  John  Gobm an,  of  Philadelphia, 
has  lately  published  a  series  of  occa- 
sional addresses  possessing  greater  Va« 
riety  in  their  subjects,  and  exhibiting 
more  spirit  in  the  manner  of  treating 
them,  than  could  have  been  expected 
from  the  nature  of  the  occasions 
which  called  them  forth.  The  sub- 
jects of  these  essays  are  as  follows : 
—1.  Monitioos  to  Students  of  Medi- 
cine. 2.  Anatomy  taught  by  Analy- 
sis. S.  Professional  Reputation.  4. 
Dissection.  5.  The  study  of  Gene- 
ral Anatomy.  6.  Natural  History. 
7.  Design.  8.  The  Mechanism  of 
the  Human  Body.  9.  A  Yaledictory 
Address  to  Studenta.  With  an  Ap- 
pendix on  Tight  Lacing. 

The  first,  third,  and  last  of  the 
addresses,  contain  excellent  advice 
to  medical  men  about  to  commence 
their  course  of  study.  Dr.  G.  b 
disposed  to  place  the  standard  of 
medical  character  sufficiently  high  to 
be  worth  the  ambition  of  the  most 
gifted  members  of  the  community. 
The  physician  must  not  only  ac- 
quaint himself  with  every  branch  of 
his  profession,  but  he  must  keep 
pace  with  the  learning,  the  intelli- 
gence and  the  spint|0f  the  times ;  he 
must  qualify  himself  to  meet  on  fair 
if  not  equal  ground,  men  of  finished 
education  iu  other  professions  and 


pursuits ;  he  must  also  be  prepared 
to  instruct  the  ignorant,  to  decide  the 
wavering,  and  to  give  aid  and  coun- 
sel in  the  various  embarrassments 
and  difficulties  which  his  friends  may 
meet.  Above  all  he  mast,  in  his 
professional  course,  act  from  cool 
deliberate  judgment.  He  is  not  to 
commence  a  mere  routine,  and  fol- 
low 00,  regardless  of  new  facts,  and 
unconscious  of  the  improvements 
which  are  taking  place  in  his  science. 
Dr.  G.  observes,  with  great  truth  and 
force  of  exprettion,  that  the  physi- 
cian has  no  right  to  content  himself 
with  doing  as  well  as  be  can.  IXvi 
doty  is  to  learn  to  do  absolately 
well ;  aad  It  is  a  shameful  apology, 
when  the  health  or  life  of  a  patient 
has  been  sacrificed  through  his  igno- 
rance, that  he  pcted  to  the  best  of 
his  ability.  He  is  answerable  for 
his  Ignorance  as  well  as  his  neglect ; 
not  indeed  to  others,  because  they 
cannot  judge  how  far  his  acquisitions 
have  been  limited  by  bis  capacity ; 
but  to  himself  and  his  own  conscience 
he  is  answerable,  if  he  has  let  the 
opportunities  and  means  of  acquiring 
knowledge  pass  unimproved,  and  has 
in  consequence  found  himself  une- 
qual to  the  duties  which  he  under- 
Ukes  to  execute. 

Anatomy  taught  by  Analysis, 

Under  this  title.  Dr.  G.  considers 
the  advantage  of  disseciion  being 
performed  in  the  lecture- room  in  the 
presence  of  students,  rather  than  ex- 
hibiting to  them  a  subject  in  which 
the  parts  have  previously  been  sepa- 
rated for  demonstration.  He  thinks 
the  amount  of  information  imparted 
and  the  clearness  of  the  notions  in- 
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€olcate4j.to.  |b^  infioitely  greater  io  to  be  fljtered  during  the  deUirerfof 

the  fprmer  mode.    The  stadent  sees  the  lecture.  *  This  cootiogency  pre- 

the  parts  ia  their  natural  positioos,  as  vided  for,  the  jubject  may  be  rery 

they  are  preseated  by  the  reqiovel  properly  prepared  for  demofistratioa 

of  Recessive  layers,  as  it  were,  of  beforehand ;  the  parts  carefully  se- 


iptfguineQt,  and  while  he  acquires 
tjie  lici^^ce  of  Anatomy,  receives  aisp 
a  practical  Ifsson  to  guide  him  io 
making  his  own  researches. 
There  isi,  much  truth  in  thit»  cea-. 


pirated,  and  then  replaced  so  as  to 
be  called  up  in  their  mttoral  order  by 
the  lecturer^  The  whole  is  showB, 
the  parts  also  are  exhibited,  and  the 
problem  proposed  to  the  ftudent  is. 


sonipg,  and  the.jpode  of  lectifriog  to tafc^ ^nothtsr whoje pr^^isely simi* 
allMded  to  is,  to  a  certaiq  extent,  un-  ^^^  »"  l^s  construction,  and.  separato. 
doubtedly  the  be^t.  Few  lecturerst  that  whole  into  similar  parts.  That 
however  on  anatomy  devote  su$-  anatomy  ought  to  be  taught  by.  ana» 
eieqt  time  to  their  course  to  perform  lysis  is  certainly  true  ;  we  apprehend 
^U  ^the  dvssf^tipns  required  le  pre^  op  man  in  his  senses  wpuld  tbii^k  of 
senpe  of  thQip  classes ;  nor  wpuld  a  teaching  it  by  synthesis  ;  and  pro« 
lecture  thuf  cqoducted  have  suffipieo^  vided  thjp  true  method  of  teaching 
animation  and  interest  for  the  ma^  be  adopted,  yye  regard  the  greater  or 
jprity  of  students.  The  truth  is,  that  less  use  of  the  knife  ip  the  lecture- 
it  is  impossible  for  yopng  meu  to  room  as  a  point  of  minor  iinportauice. 
learn   anatomy   in    a    lecture-room, 

however  excellent  the  demonstrations  ^'"^^  ^f  ^«««r^^.  Anatomy. 
which  may  be  given.  To  acquire  In  ^be  fifth  essay,  Dr.  Gudmaa 
any  kpowledge  of  this  science,  they  vindicates  the  importance  of  aQ  ac* 
must  dissect  for  themselves.  It  is  curate  acquaintance  with  anatomy  to 
true  that  they  will  commence  doing  the  medical  practitioner ;  apd  de« 
so  more  neatly  and  adroitly,  if  they  precates  with  great  earnestness  the* 
have  once  or  twice  witnessed  the  existence  of  those  prejudices,  among 
movements  of  a  skilful  dissector  |—  all  orders  of  society,  whic^  oppose 
but  for  the  anatomist  to  go  through  the  greatest  obstacle  to  its  successful 
the  whole  dissection  of  a  subject  in  cultivation.  He  declaims  vehement- 
order  to  teach  his  pupil  how  to  use  ly  against  the  hostility  exercised 
his  knife,  would  be  as  absurd  as  for  i^ainst  dissection,  and- the  opposition 
a  noviciate  in  Masonic  mysteries  to  of  friends  to  post-mortem  examina- 
watch  the  erection  of  a  complete  tions.  Such  prejudices  he  maintains 
edifice,  that  he  might  learn  how  to  ought  long  since  to  have  been  ex- 
place  one  brick  accurately  upon  ano-  ploded,  along  with  the  superstitions 
ther.  Some  dissection  in  a  lecture-  of  the  dark  ages,  of  which  they  make 
room  is  inevitable  ;  because  succes-  part.  Their  continuance  at  the'  pre- 
flive  portions  of  a  demonstration  may  sent  day  is  a  disgrace  to  the  age  ;  a 
require  states  of  the  parts  absolutely  foul  blot  on  the  character  of  a  Christ- 
incompatible  with  each  other ;  and  ian  people,  who,  professing  to  believe 
therefore  their  relations  may  require  the  immortality  and  immateriality  of 
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th^  soulyyet  rognri  with  aucb  dd* 
grading  aUaphmeBt  |he  frail  teJ)^^laQt 
of  clay^  irhicb  its  vitoj  iomate  has 
quitijed  forever. 

We  confess  pqrselves  oot  witlfout 
apprebensipDS  that  the  eloquence 
lavished  on  this  topic  by  medical 
writers  here  and  abroad,  has  be^p 
most  unprofitably  spent.  We  may 
call  it  igDocance>  prejudice  or  mate- 
rialism, as  we.  please,  but  it  is  certain 
tbat  there  is  something  revolting  U 
the  human  mind  in  the  idea  of  muti- 
Ijttipg  the  remains  of  one,  who  but  a 
few  days  since  was  living  and  breatb- 
iog  like  ourselves^  aqd  that  it  is 
much  more  according  to  our  notions 
of  respect  tp  our  deceased  frieqds  t» 
deposit  tbeir  bodies  in  the  earth,  ihaa 
to  consiga  tbem  to  the  knife  of  the^ 
anatomist.  Nor  ca^  (bis  repugnance 
be  I'eganded  as  one  of  the  errors  of 
Qur  education.  The  sentiment  baa 
existed  in  all  ages,  and  in  every  de- 
gree of  civilization.  The  bodies  of 
deceased  friends,  whether  buried^ 
burned  or  embalmed,  have  been  uui- 
versally  held  sacred  and  inviolable. 
To  the  professed  anatomist,  in  whom 
habit  has  produced  familiarity  with 
bis  occupation,  there  may  seem  to 
be  nothing  more  unpleasant  in  prying 
into  the  structure  of  a  corpse  than  in 
examining  tbat  of  a  watch,  or  any 
other  piece  of  mere  human  mecha- 
nism. But  these  ^notions  are  not  so 
easily  received  by  the  generality  of 
mankind.  By  the  majority,  the  idea 
of  disseciion,  and  even  of  examination, 
is  viewed  with  horror ;  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  dis8cctiug>room,  whe- 
ther seen  or  described,  are  regarded 
as  an  utter  abomination.  It  is  true 
tbat  from  considerations  of  respect 


to  a  physician,,  or  from  the  more  pa- 
triotic desire  of  promoting  ,  public 
welfare^  examination^  ^re  permitted. 
This  is  obviously  a;saor4fice«of  feel- 
ing to  doty  ;  and  even  the  strongest 
sense  of  obligation  frequently  fetis  inr 
reconciling  the  mind  to  what  is  still 
held  as  a  sort  of  sacrik^ge.  Who* 
tken.are  they  that  are- 16  go  farther, 
and  to  give  up  the  deXd  to  the  knifed 
o^tlio  anatomist?  Not  the  rich  sure*>' 
ly  ;  this  is  scarce  even  pretended  to 
bfr  hoped  for.  We  may  safely  add, 
not  tJu9  poor ;  for  the  price  is  too 
much,  at  which  even  the  poorest  will 
barter  away  the  objects  of  tbeir  resi-^ 
pect  and  afieetion.  Of  all  thes» 
things  we  should  be  fully  apprised,  h 
But  Jet  us  remember,  and  urge  the 
considers tioo  on  others^  that  there 
are  those  who  die  toiihout  friefuU  ^ 
aod  U  is  on  the  circumstance  that  in^ 
dividuals  die  ^n  public  institutioiia 
whose  remains  are  allowed  to  be  in- 
tarred  without  the  attendance  of  a 
solitary  mourner,  that  anatomists,, 
both  here  and  abroad,  have  founded 
a  strong  claim  to  legislative  enact- 
ment in  behalf  of  their  science.  It 
is  needless  to  say  how  strong  is  the 
appeal  which  they  have  made,  on  this 
ground,  to  the  good  sense  and  good 
feeling  of  assemblies  composed  of 
those  entrusted,  as  the  wisest  and  the 
best,  with  the  solemn  duty  of  makiug 
laws  for  tho  human  race.  The  an'"* 
swer  which  may  be  expected  to  such 
appeal,  in  the  present  slate  of  public 
sentiment,  may  be  learned  from  the 
history  of  the  late  bill  introduced  into 
the  British  Parliament.  They  ma** 
nage  things  better  in  France,  it  is 
true;  but  whether  they  are  to  be 
managed  any  better  in  this  country, 
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inust  depend  entirely  on  the  profes- 
sion itself.  If  every  individual  menw 
ber  of  the  faculty  irill  exert  his  influ« 
ence  in  his  own  private  circle^  then 
may  we  hope  for  such  a  change  as 
will  enable  U8  to  heal  the  sick,  and 
the  public  to  feel  secure  against  the 
ravages  of  the  resurrectionist. 

lo  the  address  on  the  study  of^ 
Creneral  Anatftmy,  Dr.  G.  reviews 
the  discoveries  of  Bichat  and  the 
doctrines  of  Broussais,  which  he 
thinks  have  united  to  introduce  just- 
er  views  in  regard  to  the  nature  of 
diseases,  and  more  judicious  modes 
of  treatment,  than  had  before  been 
possessed  by  medical  practitioners. 
To(0much  honor  certainly  cannot  be 
paid  to  the  name  of  Bichat,  His  la* 
bors  prove  a  anion  of  genius  and  in- 
dustry such  as  fall  only  to  the  lot  of 
the  favored  few,  destined  to  mark 
and  ennoble  the  chart cter  of  the  age 
in  which  they  live ;  and  the  philo- 
aopbical  mode  of  investigating  mor* 
bid  changes  which  his  works  have  so 
much  contributed  to  promote,  has 
produced  almost  a  new  era  in  medi- 
cal science.  Whether  Broussais  is 
entitled  to  equal  distinction  among 
the  benefactors  of  mankind,  may  be 
better  decided  when  his  peculiar 
views  have  be^  more  fully  submit- 
ted to  the  test  of  experience. 

Natural  Hittory, 
In  discoursing  on  Natural  History, 
Dr.  G.  traces  the  various  forms  of 
life,  as  it  is  exhibited  in  various  de- 
grees of  perfection,  from  the  amor- 
phous vegetable,  scarcely  to  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  rocky  bed  to 
which  it  is  attached,  through  the  dif- 
ferent orders  of  animals  up  to  man. 


He  remarks  on  the  singular  fact,  that 
some  vegetables  evince  a  sensibility 
and  irritability  Independent  of  those 
which  serve  to  maintain  their  vitali- 
ty and  growth.  Instances  of  this  are 
found  in  the  sensitive  plant,  and 
likewise  in  the  Dionea  muscipula,  or 
Venus*  fly-trap,  which  grows  in  some 
of  the  southern  states.  The  latter 
plant  is  said  to  possess  the  singular 
property  of  folding  its  leaves,  when  a 
fly  lights  upon  them,  so  as  to  detaio 
or  crush  the  aggressor.  The  author 
conceives  this  to  be  a  strong  argu- 
ment that  these  plants  actually  feely 
in  the  common  sense  of  the  term^ 
though  he  is  not  ready  to  admit  that 
they  exercise  volition.  We  are  on- 
willing  to  allow  that  the  two  proper- 
ties are  separate  In  the  instances  al- 
luded to,  nor  do  we  see  the  neceuity 
of  admitting  the  existence  of  either. 
If  the  plant  moves  because  it  feels  a 
touch.  It  seems  unreasonable  to  deny 
it  the  intervention  of  a  will.  Again, 
it  appears  very  improbable  that  a 
sensibility  to,  and  the  wish  and  pow- 
er to  avoid  injury,  should  be  limited 
in  its  operation  to  a  single  noxioos 
agent,  and  that  of  the  slightest  de- 
scription. Sensibility  and  motion  In 
animals  are  always  commensurate, 
and  they  constitute  their  security 
against  danger  and  injury.  In  this 
instance,  on  the  contrary,  the  sensi- 
bility would  appear. to  be  peculiarly 
exquisite,  and  the  means  of  resistance 
or  escape  almost  nothing.  We 
should  be  disposed  to  regard  the 
phenomenon,  in  both  these  produc- 
tions, as  depending  ou  a  principle  of 
irritability  distinct  frum  sensibility. 
In  speaking  of  the  nervous  consti- 
tution of  animals,  our  author  follows 
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tbe  dassificatioo  of  Bichat,  and  con- 
sKfers  it  divisible  into  two  systems,^ 
ttioso  of  organic  and  of  animal  life. 
'  He  appears  however  to  have  some* 
what  deviated  from  the  path  laid  out 
by  bis  illustrious  guide,  and  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  systems,  as 
made  by  him,  wants  much  of  the 
clearness  which  it  possessed  as  laid 
down  by  the  author  of  the  General 
Anatomy.  A  single  quotation,  and 
a  short  one,  will  serve  to  illustrate 
our  meaning. — ^  The  nervous  system 
of  organic  life  is  found  in  all  those 
animals  which,  though  destitute  of 
brain,  are  capable  of  performing 
■ome  of  tbe  curious  actions  which, 
•mdied  by  themselves,  would  imply 
the  highest  efforts  of  reason  and 
forethought,  did  we  not  know  that 
such  actions  are  performed  without 
reference  to  reason,  and  are  entirely 
independent  of  all  Influence  of  edii- 
cation.  Such  are  tbe  actions  of  the 
bee  in  constructing  the  cells  of  her 
comb,'  of  the  wasp  in  gathering  the 
materials  for  the  construction  of  ita 
nest,  and  in  procuring  food  for  its 
young."  If  by  this  extract  is  under- 
stood,  as  the  words  obviously  seem 
to  imply,  that  the  bee  and  the  wasp 
are  destitute  of  animal  nervous  or* 
ganisation,  the  assertion  is  wholly  at 
variance  with  the  views  of  Bichat ; 
since,  according  to  this  author^  all 
action  and  motion  which  are  voluntary 
on  the  part  of  the  animal,  take  place 
in  virtue  of  such  orgaAisation.  The 
organic  system,  properly  so  called, 
serves  merely  for  the  preservation 
of  the  animal  itself,  and  has  no  more 
to  do  with  the  movements  of  the  bee 
in  constructing  her  cell,  than  with 
^hose  of  the  man  iu  building  his  ha- 


biutioD.  We  notice  this  instance  of 
inaccuracy  as  one  of  a  very  small 
number  in  the  work.  The  author 
himself  remarks  that  most  of  those 
who  condemn  the  system  of  Bichat^ 
show  that  they  either  have  net  read 
bis  works,  or  have  mistaken  his  mean* 
ing.  We  regret  that  he  should  have 
Sed  us  to  advert  to  the  fact  that  some 
of  his  admirers  have  laid  themselvea 
open  to  a  similar  accusation. 

Tbe  distinction  intended  to  be  set 
up,  however,  between  tbe  superior 
and  inferior  orders  of  animals,  is  one 
of  no  small  moment,  since  it  estab- 
lishes  a  boundary  between  reason  and 
instinct ;  attributing  tbe  former  to  tbe 
superior  tribes,  and  limiting  the  infe- 
rior  to  the  possession  of  the  latter. 
Whether  our  author  has  uken  too 
bold  a  step  in  admitting  any  portion 
of  the  brute  creation  to  a  share  of 
tlus  much  contested  peerogative,  we 
know  not ;  but  we  do  not  well  see 
how  be  could  have  dona  otherwise^ 
in  view  of  those  facts  which  the  study 
of  Natural  History  presents  to  every 
candid  observer.  Speech  and  reason, 
it  is  said,  are  the  characteristics  of 
man.  But  what  is  reason?  We 
venture  to  maintain  that  no  definition 
can  be  given  of  this  faculty  which 
will  include  the  human  race  and  ex- 
clude the  animal.  Is  it  the  province 
of  reason  to  propose  to  itself  an  end| 
and  to  devise  means  suitable  for  the 
attainment  of  that  end  ?  The  dog, 
whose  master  has  met  with  an  acci- 
dent which  disables  him  from  pro- 
ceeding on  his  journey,  sets  off  at 
once  in  pursuit  of  assistance  ;  attracts 
if  possible  the  notice  of  some  passen- 
ger ;  urges  him  by  every  mode  of  en- 
treaty to  turn  aud  follow ;  and  guides 
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Iiim  4)ttiekly  to  the  scene  of  suffering,  dowmeots  conferred  on  learned  p^, 

The  bee^  whose  waxen  structure  has  dogs,  6sc.y  by    human    instruclers. 

been  injured,  repairs  the  damage  ior  This  capacity  for  receiving  instrun- 

flicted  with  the  greatest  despatch  and  tioo  is  confined  coofessedly  witbiv 

the   most  coneuaimate    sliiil.     The  onrrow  limits ;   qor  is  it  sufficient  to 

elephiAt,   whom    some    unthinking  say  that  these  are  formed  solely  by 

visiter  has  been  wanton  enough  to  the  want  of  oral  communicatioa;  for 

provoke,  makes  no  show  of  unavaii)-  the   deaf  and  dumb,  among  human 

ing  rage,  but  niarks  out  the  aggre*-  beings,  learn  much  farther  and  iastor 

tor,  knows  him  again  at  the  end  of  than  animals :   it  is  limit/sd  by  the 

weeks  or  months,  even  among  a  hon-  constitution  of  nature;   but  still  Hs 

dred  olhers,  and  generally  contrives,  existence  cannot  be  denied  ;  and  thk 

by  some  unexpected  mode  of  retali»-  is  quite  as  much  as  is  necessary  to 

iion,  to  make  him  pay  a:  severe  pe-  the  point  in  question, 
nalty  for  his  malice  or  foily.     If  then        It  is  perhaps  proper  to  advert  lo 

forethoQght  and  contrivance  conkti*  ooe  view  of  this  subject,  in  which  h 

tute  reason,  we  see  not  how  we  can  assumes  apparently  a  higher  impor- 

^ieny  its  possession,  in  a  considerable  tance  than  is  at  all  due  to  it  as  a 

degree,  to  the  more  favored  of  the  mere  specttlative  discussion.    It  may 

iinimal  creation.  •  •  iie  said  that,  in  admitting  the  affiiv 

But  it  is  said  that  anknals  are  not  madva  of  this  questmui  we  iiecess». 

•aseeptible  of  being  improved  by  e<fa-  rily  allow  tlial.  the  inferior  animala 

eiiion.     So  Ar  as  this  relates  to  sue-  have  !sools,--«and  thus  involve  onr- 

eessive  geaerarions,  the  assertion  can-  selves  in  the  dihemnni  of  denying  that 

not  and  need  not  be  answered. '  It  is  the  soul  is  immoru!,  or  of  admitting 

.evidently    not   intended    by  nature,  that  these,  our  bumble  compantona 

that  the  habits  and  mode  of  living  of  on  earth,  are  to  share  with  ns  the 

the  inferior  animals  should  be  mate-  enjoyments  of  another  state  of  exist- 

rially  altered  in  this  manner.     Yet  ence.     We  do  not  regard  either  al« 

the   domesticated   animals   transmit  ternative  with  any  excessive  alarm. 

their  acquired  pacific  habits  to  their  We  have  better  security  for  a  future 

ofispring,  and  thus  produce  a  sort  of  life  than  can  arise  from  any  specula* 

hereditary   improvement.    A   more  tive  distinction  between  discerptible 

curious  fact  is,  that  pointers  which  and  indiscerptible,  between   matter 

bave  been  properly  trained,  cominnni*-  anc^  spirit ;  and  if  the  annihilation  of 

■cate  to  their  young,  in  an  increased  soul  is  every  way  possible  in  itself,  it 

degree,  the  faculty  of  acquiring  the  is  still  impossible  for  those  who  have 

habit  which  renders  them  valuable  the  promise  ofi  mm  ortality.    Neither 

to  their  possessor.     In  a  more  limit'^  has  the  creed  of  the  poor  savage, 

ed  sense,  all  animals  are  improved  that  ^^  admitted  to  an  equal  sky,  his 

by  education.     The  powers  of  song  faithful  dog  shall  bear  him  company,'* 

and  of  flight,  acquired  by  the  young  the  power  to  inspire  us  with  any  ter* 

bird  from  its  parent,  are  a  proof  of  ror,  though  the  notion  is  loo  vague 

tbis,  no  less  than  the  artifidal  en*  and  visionary  for  serious  discussion. 
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On  A'tt  other  baud.  Is  there  nothing 
to  dreftd  m  admitting    aa  iastiftct 
affistog- M«t  of  orgaoHUition  mereljr).?. 
If  gometbftag  so  oear  reason  can'  le-. 
suit  from  a. mere  shtlful  arradngeoMiit' 
of  partSy.it  is  by  aa  means  extravaf 
gant  to  infer  that  reason  itself  is  theif 
product  of  a  still  nicer  conslrootioftii : 
To  adflait  this,  were  to  couBleoaace<! 
malerialism  in  iis  grossest  form^  JAh  • 
oolwth  sides  by  difficulties  sos serious,, 
we  seem  coitopelled  to  adopt  jn  pi^ft 
conclusions  a  middrragxourse.  Some 
shiire  of  the  reasoning  'facuHy  may 
safely  be   conceded  to  'the  inferior, 
animals  without  ~  material   injury  to' 
our   own    prerogative;    and    at   all 
events  it  is  better  to  raise  tlFiem  to- 
ward our  own  rank  in  the  scale  of 
being;  than  by  vilifying  those  facul- 
ties which  we  possess  ip  common,  to 
involve  ourselves.and'them  in  a  com- 
mon'degradation. 

De'si^H.'  ••• 
-  Jn  his  addk^sa  to  Ae,  academy  o^. 
Design, otir  author  makes' spme  veryl 
judicious'  reniafftk  on'tff^'adatomicttl 
kjaoiivledge  r.^quked  b^  the  artist,  jp 
d|s4iiu:lidfl  fr.OKn  that  which  is  needed 
by  vhe'physicSaif  aiid  silrgeen*    Tbe 
models  bf  Grecian  sculpture,  in  which 
every  part  of  the  foi*m  is  so  perfectly  . 
developed,  receive  Tro^  bifo  a  just . 
tisbme  of  admirattom     It  is  obvious^  ^ 
that  in  order  to  prod\ice' symmetry 
in  a  living 'body,  it  is  necessary  to 
have  given  to  each  muscle  its  due 
pnoportioH  of  exercise.     Heo^e  the 
difficulty*  of  finding,  m  an>  artificial 
state'  of  society,  a  perfectly  propor- 
tioned  figure.     Artisans,   according 
to  their  various  occupations,  exercise 
particttiar  sets  of  muscles ;  and.  thus  • 


in  each  class  of  ihese  persons,  one 
portion  of  the  frame  will  appear  to 
be  developed  out  of  proportion  to 
another.  -  The  want  of  due  muscular 
development  is  still  more  obvious^ 
though  for  a  difi*erent  reason,  in  tbe 
studious  and  sedentary  class.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  savage  himself  is 
led^  from  habit  or  necessity^  to  adopt 
peculiar  aMvements  in  preference  to 
others,  so.  that  hia  gait  becomes  awk- 
ward and  his  form  impaired.  The- 
beat  forms^  among  saxrage  tribes  are,, 
according  to-  oar  author,  those  of  tbe 
Osage  Indians,  and  oithers  similarly 
situated.  As  their  principal  exercise 
i^  hersemanahipy  they  ane.  free  fromr 
the.! defects  observable  ifi>  other  Io<^ 
dii|0s ;  their  finames  are. remarkably 
well,  proportidned,  and  their  move-^ 
ments  almost  ueiformly  gracefuL 

.Mechanism  of  the  Human  Bocfy. 
The  eighth,  essay,  according  to.  its 
tilte,  treats  of  the  mecbaoism  of  tbe 
huaian  body*.  This.  w}^<t£X  is  a^  jio#^ 
v«i  one,  a«4  when. pursued  further- 
than  it  .appears  to  ha.ve  .txeen.as  yet^. 
will  be  extremely  interesdj^gl 

The  remarks.  .qn..T*gbt  Lacing,. 
vv|bi(:h  4;oQclude  the  vc^lume^  eontain  < 
an, eloquent  and  f9rcible  appeal  to 
the.  ladies  on  their  indiilgence  in  so 
perjDJbciqus  a'practicO);  .Asr  these  re-/ 
markfi.have  alreiidy  appeared  in  our 
page^i  it  woMld.be.  superfluous  to  say 
that  we  admit  their  correctness,  and 
approve  of  the  spirit  in  which  they 
are  writtem  With  regard  to  the 
good  which  is  to  be  done  by  writing 
on  this  subject,  we  are  n^t  very  san- 
guine in  our  hopes.  Fashionable 
follies  are  not  easily  put-  down  by 
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direct  attacks,  either  from  the  pulpit 
or  the  press.  Soiuethiog  may  be 
done  by  rendering  a  custom  rtdicu* 
lousy  but  very  little  is  to  be  effected 
b}'  gravely  proving  it  to  be  wrong. 
The  Doctor's  anecdote  about  the 
servant-maid  and  the  tea«kettie  iS| 
for  domestic  use,  fairly  worth  the 
whole  of  his  argument  and  his  invec- 
tive together.  If  those  who  decry 
tight  lacing  really  expect  to  make* 
converts  among  the  fair  victims  of 
this  iiijurtous  practice,  they  need  do 
no  more,  in  order  to  be  undeceived,* 
than  to  attempt  enforcing  their  doc* 
trines  on  their  own  wives  and  daugh* 
ters.  Reformy  like  chartty,  may  well 
begin  at  home ;  and  if  the  reformer ' 
fails  there,  he  will  be  the  less  disap^ 
pointed  by  ill  success  abroad.  The 
truth  probably  is,  for  we  will  not  be*' 
positive  on  this  point,  that  the  exist- 
ing  rules  in  regard  to  dress  do  not 
require  lacing  to  be  carried  to  that 
degree  in  which  it  is  attended  with 
iBJory  or  danger ;  and  to  deny  that 
la  a  moderate  degree  it  improves  the 
figare,  would  imply,  in  respect  of 
taste,  something  little  shoi^  of  total 
depravity.  Those  who,  from  exces- 
sive vamty  or  a  worse  motive,  choose 
to  straiten  their  persons  to  one  half 
the  natural  dimensions,  deserve  the 
iH  consequences  of  thetr  folly  and 
wickedness;  but  to  hold  a  custom 
answerable  for  all  the  evils  of  its 
abuse,  seems  scarcely  conformable 
to  reason  and  to  justice. 

It  is  needless,  perhaps,  «Aer  this 
analysis  of  Dr.  G.'s  work,  to  add 
that  it  will  not  diminish  the  high  re- 
putation which  the  author  has  alrea- 
dy acquired  for  his  labors  in  Natural 
History  and  Physiology.  The  vo- 
lume is  replete  with  excellent  philo- 


sophy,  pure  morality,  and  an  evideat 
zeal  for  the  promotion  ef  science ; 
and  the  sentiments  are  conveyed  ia 
a  style  which,  if  sometimes  too  am- 
bitious for  the  subject,  is  always  ani* 
mated,  and  generally  elegant*  The 
title,  after  all,  scarce  does  justice  to 
the  collection.  It  is  in  fact,  as  we- 
have  considered  it,  a  series  of  medi- 
cal essays,  aUd  as  suck  ought  to  hav^ 
a  place  in  the  library  of  every  prac- 
titioner. 


EXQISION  OF  THE  SUPERIOR  MAXILLA.-  . 
RT  BONE  FOR  O8TEO-8ARC0MA. 

This  operation^  which  has  hitherto 
been  followed  by  fatal  consequences^ 
has  been  successfully  performed  in 
the  Hospital  at  Lyons,  by  M.  Gen- 
soul,  Chirurgien-en-cbef.  A  profes- 
sional gentleniah  who  visited  the  ca- 
binet of  M.  6.,  which  is  peculiarly 
rich  in  specimens  of  diseased  stroo- 
tures,  says  :— 

Among  others,  be  produced  a  spe- 
cimen of  osteo-sarcoma  of  the  maxil- 
la superior  of  the  left  side,  which  he 
had  extirpated,  some  months  previ- 
ously, together  with  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the.  maxilla.  The  method 
pursued  was,  to  use  bis  own  expr^t* 
siott,  *<  chiseling^'  out  the  diseaae; 
and  I  was  astonished  to  hear  htm 
say,  it  was  completed  with  scarcely 
any  hemorrhage,  uo  vessels  requiring 
ligature  aAer  the  superficial  branch- 
es divided  by  the  first  incisiona  were 
secured.  The  mass  excised  was  of 
considerfible  thickness,  and  contain- 
ed six  teeth,  the  farthest  incisor  and 
five  beyond.  The  patient  recovered 
without  anything  remarkable  occur- 
ring, and  M.  Gensoel  exhibited  a 
drawing  taken  when  he  ioft  the  hos- 
pital, in.  which,  though  the  scar  pre- 
sented rather  a  formidable  appear- 
ance, the  deformity  in  outline  was 
not  very  considerable.  He  dkl  not 
expect  any  return  of  the  disease. 

M.  G.  also  mentioned  a  second 
case  of  the  same  kindj  which  he  had 
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operated  oa  since  the  former,  end 
with  an  equally  favorable  result. 
The  tumor  was  smaller,  and  bad  not 
been  preserved.  This  patient,  howe- 
ver, bad  but  just  left  the  hospital. 

Ligature  ea  the  ilorto.— -We  un- 
derstand that  the  operation  of  apply- 
ing a  ligature  on  the  aorta  has  been 
very  recently  performed  at  the  Exe- 
ter Hospital,  by  that  able  and  intelli- 
gent surgeon,  Mr.  James,  for  an 
aneurism  of  the  external  iliac  artery, 
situated  very  high  up.  A  ligature 
was,  in  the  first  instance,  placed  on 
the  distal  side  of  the  aneurismal  sac, 
on  the  femoral  artery ;  which  mea- 
sure having  failed  to  produce  the  de« 
sired  effect,  and  symptoms  of  the 
most  urgent  description  having  super- 
vened, the  aorta  was  secured  after 
the  manner  adopted  by  Sir  A.  Coop- 
er. The  patient  survived  the  ope- 
ration but  a  very  few  hours. 

Prov,  Med,  Gazette, 


€luick$Sver  in  Constipation, — A 
severe  case  has  been  recently  pub* 
lished  in  a  London  Journal,  in  which 
a  stricture  of  the  rectum  proved  fa- 
tal, aAer  many  potent  remedies  had 
been  administered  without  the  least 
benefit.  Calomel,  colocynth,  and 
croton  oil  failed  to  force  the  barrier, 
and  half  a  pound  of  quicksilver  was 
given  two  days  before  the  patient's 
death. 

On  examining  the  intestinal  canal, 
the  rectum  was  found  to  be  of  the 
enormous  length  of  three  feet,  and 
so  much  contracted,  about  six  inches 
above  the  sacrum,  as  scarcely  to  ad- 
mit the  tip  of  the  finger.  Above  the 
stricture  the  bowel  was  greatly  dis- 
tended with  feces,  and  part  of  the 
quicksilver  was  lodged  in  the  sigmoid 
flexure  of  the  colon. 


Clou  Imitation  of  Nature, — Dr. 
Abner  Horton,  of  New- York  city, 
has  succeeded  in  forming  an  artificial 
eyelid  for  a  black  boy.  This  impor- 
tant operation  was  performed  in  a 
short  time,  and  in  a  few  days  after- 
wards the  boy  had  a  very  sightly  eye, 
aosweriog  all  the  purposes  of  a  natu- 


ral one.  The  ball  of  the  eye  had 
been  gored  by  an  ox,  and  several  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  unite  or 
restore  the  detached  eyelid  by  other 
physicians,  which  all  proved  abor- 
tive.— Daily  Ado, 


Triple  Dentition, — A  gentlemao 
in  Portland,  Maitle,  at  thf>  nge  of  75, 
years,  had  an  entire  new  set  of  teetii^ 
which  he  lived  to  exercise  and  enjoy 
as  long  as  the  dm  set.  This  gentle- 
man, who  is  since  deceased,  was  a 
relative  of  the  Editor,  who  can  vouch 
for  the  correctness  of  the  statement; 


A  Dyspeptic^ — There  is  now  in  the 
Hospital  near  York,  Pennsylvania,  a 
young  woman,  aged  about  l6yeafs^ 
who  weighs  964  poundv,  and  mea* 
sures  4  feet  9  inches  in  height,  and! 
4  feet  6  inches  round  the  waist. 


A  black  man,  with  a  wooden  leg^ 
made  application  to  the  commission- 
ers of  the  alms-house  for  assistance. 
"  What  do  you  do  for  a  living  ? — saya 
one.  ^  Why,"  said  the  black,  ^  I 
opens  oysters  in  season,  and  picks  up 
a  crumb.*'  ^  And  what  else.'^ 
/'Why  I  cleans  boots  when  I  cair 
get  any  to  clean.'*  ^  Well,  nothing 
else  ?"  ^  Why  yes,  I  sometimes. 
Doctors,^^  '<Ah,  and  can  you  cure 
the  rheumatism  ?  **  Yes  sir,"  saidP 
Cuff,  when  it  does'ot  reach  the  mar-^ 
row  of  the  bone.'* 

Ws  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
treatise  entitled,  Instructions  and  Ob- 
servations concerning  the  use  of  the 
.  Chlorides  of  Soda  and  Lime  ;  by 
A.  6.  Labarraque.  Translated  by 
Jacob  Porter. — Also,  A  New  Theo- 
ry of  Life  ;  by  Dr.  Baker,  of  Penn-> 
sylvania. 

Died. — In  Ptrovidence,  Dr.  HvTey  Robtn- 
MU,  et.  42— In  Warner,  Dr  ^Henrr  Lymui^ 
»t.  4S— In'Louif  ville,  Ky.  Dr.  Joceph  BiMhui- 
nan,  at.  48— In  Cornwall,  Dr.  Iiaac  Marah. 
»t.  6$— InfChUicothe,  Dr.  Edward  Tiffin,  let. 
64,  formerly  Oovemer  of  Ohio,  and  late  Sw- 
▼eyor  General  of  the  United  Statee.-^In 
Keene»  Dr.  Joeiah  Goodhue,  ofHadley,  Man. 
wt.  70— In  New  Orleana*  Dr.  Saauel  fiUia» 
Surgeon  Dentist-— In  Belftst,  Dr.  Willun 
Poor»  et.  S8. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS- 

A NATOMFCO- SURGICAL  DRAW- 
INGS,  and  Deicrlpltons  of  «11  the 
Surg;ical  Operations,  accprdini^  to  th« 
most  approved  methods.  Bjr  U.  J.  Voar 
BiERKowsKT.  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  volamea,  and  570  drawings 
•D  58  folio  plates. 

XXTRACT«  PROM  YHE  FROtPKCTUS* 

^*  Encouraged  by  the  approbation  of 
the  Medical  Profession,  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  a  work  under  the  present  title." 

^^  This  Work  contains  570  drawings,  on 
68  plates  folio ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  vol  nates  Svo.  a  concise  explanatioa 
of  each  surgical  operation.  The  plates 
•exhibit  not  only  the  parts  interested  in 
operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
size,  but,  what  is  much  more  important, 
represent  the  different  aets  or  stages  of  the 
whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de« 
Ilneatibiis^  of  such  morbid  aifections  rs 
consist  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi- 
tion, structure,  color,  12c.  In  order  to 
afford  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
plates  will  be  Lithographic  ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  perfect  accuracy,  en- 
gagements have  been  entered  into  forthesr 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especiali 
direction  of  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
professors  of  the  University  of  that  cit]y." 

A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plate*,  is  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  GARTER  ft  HEN  DEE,  who 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 

Subscribers  will  be  furnished  with .  the 
'Work,  and  the'  first  impreAsions  of  the 
{Hates,  at  the  price  of  $  SO. 

The  sobsoription  list  iv4ll  be  opett  until 
the  1st  of  N4)vember,  1829,  after  which 
-period  the  price  of  ttie  wc*k  will  be  raised 
to  $  40. 

P.  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  sub- 
scribers the  work  will  be  issued  in  five 
Numbers,  at  ^  6  each,  payable  on  deli- 
very, ^ept.  39.  1S202N1D. 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Coarse  of  LECTURES 
will  commence  on  the  first  Tliurs* 
day  in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  by  H.  H. 

€HfT.DS,  M:D. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  J.  D.  "Wiclls, 

M.T). 


Medical  Jnriripradftnoe,  &  W.  WnuuK^ 
M.O. 

Theoretical  and  •  Operative  Suigerj,  8; 
White,  M.D.  and  S.  P.  White,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Obste- 
trics, C.  B.  COVEVTRT,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  Botany,  Mineralogy  and  Na- 
tural Phi]oM>phy,  C.  DswT,  M.D. 

Matriculation  ticket,  f  3.  Fee  for  Lee-> 
tares,  $40.  Library  tidcet,  f  1.  Grado* 
ation,  $  15,50.  Board,  including  wswb* 
ing,  lodging  and  room,  $  1,75  a  week. 

Pitlsjitldy  Jvly  22,  182Sf.     aug4tsept30 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

THE  subscribers  continue  -to  receive 
and   instruct  Medical  Pupils  upon 
ttie  terms  formerly  announced. 

TMe  Popils  are  admitted  to  the  medical 
and  surgical  Practice  of  the  Maasaclla* 
setts  (jireneral  Hospital,  and  receivd  pii* 
vate  instruction  from  the  subscribers, 
JAMES  JACKSON, 
WALTER  CHANNINO. 
For  terms,  apply  to  Dr.  Channing,  Tre- 
tnont  street,  opposite  Tremont  House. 
Sept.  22.  3t. 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

MEDICAL  LEOTITREB.  ' 

THE  Medical  Lkcnrii^s  in  Hat-ratti 
University  will  begin  ih  the  Massa* 
chusetts  Medical  College,  Mason-street, 
Boston,  the  third  WEDNESDAY  in  Octo. 
ber  next,  the  21  st,  at  nine  oVlock,  A.  M« 
Anatomy  anjl  Surp^ry,  by  Dr.  Waares* 
Chemistry,  Dr.  VveBster. 
Midwifery   and   Medidal    Jurisprudence, 

Dr.  CHAiriniro. 
Materia  Medina,  Dr.  Bigetjow. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Dr..  Jack* 
.  sofr. 

Students  attending  the  Medical  Leo> 
tures  are  admitted,  without  ftt^  to  the 
Surgical  Operations  and  Clinical  Practice 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
during  the  course*. 

Aag.  4.        W.  CHANNINO,  Dmau 
eoptOctSl. 

A  TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, byC.G.HvFELAKD,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M*  Bousquet,  by 
Charleg  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HE£iD££. 
Sept.  8. 


jPabKsiied  weekly,  by  JoHir  OovToir,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom allcetniaunievtioDs  must  be  addressed,  postpaid, — Price  throe  doU^s  per  aonum»if 
paid  ia  advsace,  tbrite  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  montiis,  and  few  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  Ibr  thfs  is  the  saUie  a«fer  other  neirspapers. 
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EFFECTS  OF  PHOSPHORUS  AND  OF 
HEAT  ON  THE  ANIMAL  BODY. 

The  only  twvelty  that  we  know  of 
at  present  likely  to  interest  our 
readers,  is  the  appearance  on  the 
«tage  of  a  M.  Cbabert,  who  pro- 
fesses to  eat  arsenic  and  drink 
prassic  acid,  and  with  the  wonders 
of  whose  exploits  some  of  the  news- 
papers have  lately  been  teeming. 

The  general  impression  of  those 
who  have  seen  Chabert  is  in  his  fa- 
vor, in  so  far  as  regards  the  fact 
of  his  swallowing  certain  substances 
which,  on  the  generality  of  man- 
kind, act  as  poisons.  At  his  last 
exhibition,  for  instance,  he  swal- 
lowed twenty-two  grains  of  phos- 
phorus ;  and  on  a  former  occasion 
IS  said  to  have  taken  two  scruples. 
The  phosphorus  was  brought  by 
Sir  6.  Farrant,  and  Chabert  ra- 
pidly  bit  off  some  pieces,  amounting 
to  the  quantity  above  mentioned. 
These  were  put  into  a  spoon  ;  and 
while  he  kept  his  hands  behind  him, 
to  prevent  the  idea  of  any  undue 
interference  on  his  part,  they  were 
apparently,  and  we  believe  really, 
taken  down  his  throat.  He  held 
the  head  back,  with  the  mouth 
open,  and  the  tongue  slightly  pro- 
truded, performing  the  act  of  de- 
glutition very  rapidly,  so  as  to 
avoid  allowing  the  phosphorus  to 
remain  in  contact  with  the  tongue. 
This  is  unquestionably  an  extraor- 
dinary feat,  and  shows  a  power  of 
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resisting  the  effects  of  such  doses 
of  this  substance  as  would  probably 
destroy  most  individuals:  still  there 
is  nothing  in  it  which  appears  to  us 
absolutely  marvellous,  as  phospho- 
rus, in  smaller  quantity,  has  fre- 
quently been  taken  with  impunity. 
Mentz,  a  German  physician,  re- 
commended phosphorus,  in  1751, 
as  a  powerful  stimulant,  and  pub- 
lished some  cases  illustrative  of  its 
eflBcacy ;  and  on  his  authority,  it 
has  since  been  occasionally  used  in 
Germany. — In   France,   Alphonse 
Leroy  experimented  with  it  on  his 
own  person,  and  took  three  grains 
in  treacle.     This  caused  great  un- 
easiness, which,  however,  was  re- 
lieved by  copious  draughts  of  cold 
water ;  and  he  affirms  that  next 
day  his  muscular  strength  was  con- 
siderably increased.     He    relates 
the  case  of  a  young  man  who  reco- 
vered from  the  advanced  stage  of 
typhous  fever  under  the   use  of 
phosphorus,  and  of  an  old  man  who 
was  restored  by  it  from  a  state  of 
extreme    debility. — Dr.    Conradi 
also  asserts  that  he  has  known  it 
succeed  when  other  stimulants  had 
failed.     All  the  experiments,  how- 
ever, did  not  terminate  so  favora- 
bly.— Weikard  was  consulted  by  a 
Jew,  who  had  lost  his  speech  and 
the  use  ofhis  limbs,  in  consequence 
of  an    apoplectic  seizure.     Two 
grains  of  phosphorus  were  adminis-  . 
tered  to  him,  rubbed  up  in  a  qon-: 
serve  :  next  day  three  grams  w^e. 
given  ineome  honey ;  and  Weikard 
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informs  us  that  it  was  bis  inteDtion 
to  have  increased  the  dose  still 
farther  next  daj,  but  that  in  the 
meaDtime  the  unfortunate  Jeir 
was  taken  ill,  and  died  on  the 
fourth  day  in  great  agony. — In  our 
number  for  July  11th  will  also  be 
found  the  case  of  a  chemist  at 
Biel,  who  was  poisoned  by  three 
grains. — Brera  likewise  tried  it 
in  a  case  of  paralysis.  He  gare 
two  grains  dissolved  in  mucilage 
of  gum  arabic,  and  directed  it  to 
be  taken  in  divided  doses,  so  that 
each  should  contain  half  a  grain  of 
phosphorus.  His  patient  appear- 
ed to  be  better  after  the  first 
dose,  but  scarcely  had  she  taken 
the  last,  before  she  was  seized 
with  burning  pain  in  the  stomach, 
and  died  in  twenty-four  hours. — 
Alibert  tried  a  series  of  experi- 
ments with  this  substance,  princi- 
pally in  epilepsy.  The  method 
he  adopted  was  to  incorporate  a 
grain  in  an  ounce  of  mucilage,  and 
to  give  it  in  the  course  of  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  general  result 
was,  that  it  impaired  digestion, 
without  curing  the  disease  for 
which  it  was  given. — The  latest 
publication  on  this  subject,  so  far 
as  we  know,  is  that  of  M.  Lob- 
stein,  which  appeared  in  1815  ; 
and  the  opinion  he  expresses  with 
regard  to  the  medicinal  powers 
of  phosphorus  is  so  favorable,  that 
we  cannot  but  regret  that  it  is  not 
corroborated  by  others.  He  used 
it  chiefly  in  fever,  and  states  that 
the  pulse  improves,  and  delirium 
diminishes  very  speedily,  under 
its  exhibition.  He  also  mentions 
that  the  evacuations  become  lu- 
minous in  the  dark,  when  it  is 
given  in  sufficient  quantities. — 
Hufeland  says  that  a  small  portion 
of  phosphorus,  if  allowed  to  come 
into  contact  with  the  stomach,  is 
apt   to  excite  inflammation,  bat 


speaks  favorably  of  it  as  a  stima- 
lant,  in  doses  of  about  one  graio  in 
the  day,  when  carefully  mixed 
with  mucilage  by  long*continued 
trituration. — To  return  to  M. 
Chabert  : — It  appears  that  the 
internal  exhibition  of  phosphorus 
in  small  doses  has  often  been 
practised  ;  and  that  one  individual 
(Leroy)  took  so  much  as  three 
grains.  But  it  is  the  result  of 
general  experience,  that  the  sys- 
tem may  become  reconciled  to 
large  doses  of  the  most  powerful 
agents,  provided  they  are  very 
gradually  and  cautiously  increas- 
ed ;-^witnes8  opium.  Half  a 
grain  is  the  usual  dose  of  lunar 
caustic,  but  we  have  known  an 
individual  take  sixty  grains  in  the 
coarse  of  twenty-four  hours,  in 
five-grain  pills, — ^a  feat  scarcely 
less  wonderful  than  that  of  Cha- 
bert. 

As  to  arsenic  and  prassie  acid, 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  inquire 
about  them  when  it  appears  that 
he  has  actually  taken  them.  At 
present  his  ability  to  do  so  with 
impunity  rests  on  bis  own  authori- 
ty. With  regard  to  holding  his 
head  for  a  short  time  in  the  fumes 
of  arsenic,  it  is  of  very  little  im- 
portance even  if  he  really  did  it. 
Nor  can  we  avoid  hinting,  that 
throwing  sulphuric  acid  upon  a 
chafing  dish,  so  as  to  raise  sul- 
phurous acid  vapors,  and  thus  half 
choke  those  who  came  near,  sa- 
vored very  much  of  trickery,  as 
did  several  other  parts  of  his  con- 
duct. Neither  do  we  attach  much 
importance  to  the  feat  of  swal- 
lowing oil  at  310  degrees.  The 
efl*ect  of  any  body,  at  a  high  tem* 
perature,  in  producing  a  sense  of 
heat,  depends  very  much  on  the 
rapidity  with  which  it  parts  with 
caloric  ;.  in  other  words,  on  whe- 
ther it  be  a  good  or  bad  conduct- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


531 


or.  Thus,  it  might  have  been  ob- 
served, that  though  Chabert  sur* 
fered  the  oil  to  be  put  into  his 
mouth,  he  avoided  letting  the 
spoon  even  touch  his  tongue,  be- 
cause the  metal,  though  it  could 
DOt  be  hotter  than  the  oil  which  it 
contained,  parted  with  its  heat 
much  more  rapidly,  and  would 
thus  have  burnt  him. 

M.  Chabert  is  represented  in 
the  Literary  Gazette  as  possess- 
ing three  antidotes — one,  a  pre- 
servative against  vegetable,  ano- 
ther against  animal,  and  a  third 
against  mineral  poisons  ;  nay,  he 
even  holds  out  that  he  has  an  an- 
tidote to  hydrophobia,  and  is  able 
to  save  men  ^'  from  every  species 
of  poison." 

ir  he  really  possess  such  im- 
portant secrets,  the  Editor  of  the 
Literary  Gazette  thinks  ^^  that 
they  ought  to  be  ascertained,  and 
he  largely  rewarded  as  a  public 
benefactor."  It  is  only  the  notice 
which  has  been  taken  of  these 
performances  in  so  respectable  a 
publication  which  induces  w  to 
advert  to  them  at  all ;  and  we 
agree  that  the  secret  of  his  anti- 
dotes ought  to  be  purchased,  ^'  if 
he  really  possess  such  ;"  but  we 
do  not  believe  that  he  does.  That 
the  same  thing  should  prove  an 
antidote  to  all  the  poisons  taken 
from  one  kingdom — to  arsenic,  for 
example,  and  corrosive  sublimate, 
and  verdigris,  and  sulphuric  acid, 
— agents  having  nothing  in  com- 
mon in  their  chemical  composi- 
tion, or  in  their  action  on  the  ani- 
mal body — is  too  monstrous  an 
improbability  for  any  intelligent 
person  tO/Credit.  And  even  if  it 
should  be  found  that  Chabert  can 
really  take  these  poisons  with  im- 
punity, which  we  do  not  imagine, 
we  should  still  hold  it  more  pro- 
bable that  he  had  gradually  ac- 


customed himself  to  them  than 
that  he  possessed  any  one  general 
antidote.  We  may  mention,  too, 
that  Chabert  retired  to  change  his 
dress  sifter  he  had  taken  the  phos- 
phorus and  oil,  and  remained  long 
enough  absent  to  have  vomited 
these  substances,  if  he  was  desi- 
rous of  so  doing,  and  that  he  took 
no  poison  after  he  had  been  in  the 
oven.  We  suggest  this  merely  as 
a  possibility,  but  if  so  it  would  de- 
prive the  experiment  of  much  of 
its  anomaly,  as  it  is  expressly 
stated  by  Lobstein  that  the  effects 
of  a  dose  of  phosphorus  are  scarce- 
ly ever  perceptible  in  less  than 
four  hours.  The  subject,  howe- 
ver, is  worthy  of  some  attention  : 
but  then  the  investigation  would 
require  to  be  carried  on  by  much 
cooler  heads  than  those  who  have 
already  volunteered  their  testi- 
mony in  Chabert's  favor,  and  who 
seem  inclined  to  swallow  all  his 
assertions  with  as  much  avidity  as 
they  did  his  beef-steak.  And  this 
brings  us  to  the  last  part  of  the 
performance,  which,  though  it 
excited  the  greatest  admiration 
on  the  part  of  some  of  the  spec- 
tators, was  in  reality  the  least 
wonderful  of  the  whole.  An  oven 
was  heated,  into  which  Chabert 
entered  in  a  flannel  dress  and 
thick-soled  shoes,  being  provided 
with  a  sort  of  funnel,  communi- 
cating with  the  external  air, 
through  which  he  breathed.  So 
far  from  having  any  means  of 
guarding  against  the  effects  of  the 
heat,  he  was  dreadfully  oppress- 
ed, and  at  the  end  of  eight  mi- 
nutes and  a  half  burst  out  panting 
and  exhausted,  being  evidently 
quite  unable  to  bear  it  a  moment 
longer.  His  breathing  was  per- 
formed very  rapid,  the  expira- 
tions being  performed  forcibly  and 
with  much  puffing.  What  the  ex- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


55S 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURdlCAL  JOURNAL. 


act  heat  of  the  oven  was,  we  are 
unable  to  say^  as  no  thernoooieter 
was  placed  in  it  at  the  .time  Cha-^ 
bert  entered  ;  but  shortly  after  he 
came  out,  one  which  was  placed 
in  it  (much  against  his  inclination) 
only  rose  to  about  180  degrees  ! 

The  heat  of  the  oven  in  this 
case,  therefore,  was  probably  not 
greater  than  that  of  the  rooms  in 
which  Sir  Charles  Blagden,  Sir 
Joseph  Banks,  and  others,  remain- 
ed for  a  considerable  time  with- 
out any  communication  with  the 
external  air,  and  with  compara- 
tively little  inconvenience:  Ac- 
cording, to  M.  Tillet,  girls  who 
had  been  accustomed  to  attend  an 
oven,  bore  for  ten  minutes  a  tem- 
perature equal  to  280  degrees 
Fahrenheit ;  and  a  Spaniard,  nam- 
ed Martinez,  within  this  twelve- 
month, used  to  exhibit  at  the  Ti- 
voli,  in  Paris,  who  remained  in  an 
oven,  at  the  temperature  just 
mentioned,  long  enough  to  have  a 
fowl  roasted  beside  htm,  and  to 
eat  it. 

The  most  scientific  experi- 
ments of  this  kind,  and  conse- 
Juently  the  most  interesting,  are 
etailed  by  Dr.,  afterwards  Sir 
C.  Blagden,  in  the  sixty-fifth  vol- 
ume of  the  Philosophical  Trans- 
actions. As  these  may  not  be 
within  the  reach  of  all  oar  read- 
ers, we  subjoin  some  extracts. 

"  Soon  after  our  arrival,  a  ther- 
mometer in  the  room  rose  above 
the  boiling  point :  this  heat  we  all 
bore  perfectly  well,  and  without 
any  sensible  alteration  in  the  tem- 
perature of  oar  bodies.  Many 
repeated  trials,  in  successively 
higher  degrees  of  heat,  gave  still 
more  remarkable  proofs  of  resist- 
ing poiver.  The  last  of  these  ex- 
periments was  made  about  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  the 
heat  was  at  the  greatest :  a  very 


large  thermometer,  placed  at  a 
distance    from    the  door  of  the 
room,  but  nearer  to  the  wall  than 
to  the  cockle,  and  defended  from 
the  immediate  action  of  the  cock- 
le by  a  piece  of  paper  bung  be- 
fore it,  rose  one  or  two  degrees 
above  260.     Another  thermome- 
ter,  which  had  been  suspended 
very  near  the  door,  stood  some 
degrees  above  240.     At  this  time 
I  went  into  the   room,  with  the 
addition  to  my  common  clothes  of 
a  pair  of  thick  worsted  stockings 
drawn  over  my  shoes,  and  rea<)h* 
ing  some  way  above  my  knees.     I 
also  put  on  a  pair  of  gloves,  and 
held  a  cloth  constantly  between 
my  face  and  the  cockle.      Atl 
these  precautions  were  necessarj 
to  guard  against  the  scorching  of 
the    red-hot    iron.      I  remained 
eight  minutes  in  this  situation,  fre- 
quently walking  about  to  all  the 
different  parts  of  the  room,  but 
standing  most  of  the  time  in  the 
coolest    spot,    near    the   lowest 
thermometer.     The  air  felt  rerj 
hot,  but  still  by  no  means  to  such 
a  degree  as  to  give  pain  ;  on  the 
contrary,  1  had  no  doubt  of  being 
able  to  support  a  much  greater 
heat ;  and  all  the  gentlemea  pre- 
sent,  who  went  into  the   room, 
were  of   the  same  opimott.     t 
sweated,  but  not  very  profusely. 
For  seven  minutes  my  breathing 
continued   perfectly  good  ;     but 
after  that  time  I  began  to  feel  an 
oppression  in  my  tungs,  attended 
with  a  sense  of  anxiety,  which 
gradually  increased  for  the  space 
of  a  mraute.     I  thought  it  most 
prudent  to  put  an  end  to  the  ex- 
periment, and  immediately   left 
the  room.     My  pulse,  counted  as 
soon  as  I  came  into  the  cool  air, 
for  the  uneasy  feeling  rendered 
me  incapable  of  examining  it  is 
the  room,  was  foond  to  beat  at  the 
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rate  of  144  pnkations  io  a  mi- 
Dutef  A  chief  object  of  thU 
day's  experiveott  was  to  ascer-^ 
tain  the  real  effects  of  our  clothes 
in  eaabling  os  to  bear  such  high 
degrees  of  heat.  With  this  vienr 
I  took  off  my  coat,  waistcoat,  and 
sbirt ;  and  io  that  situatioo  went 
into  the  rooai  as  soon  as  the  ther- 
mometer had  risen  above  the 
boiling  point,  with  the  precaution 
of  holding  a  piece  of  cloth  con- 
stantly  between  my  body  and  the 
cockle,  as  the  scorching  was 
otherwise  intolerable.  The  first 
impression  of  the  heated  air  on 
my  naked  body  was  much  more 
disagreeable  than  I  had  ever  felt 
it  through  my  clothes,  but  in  five 
or  six  minutes  a  profuse  sweat 
broke  out,  which  gave  me  instant 
relief,  and  took  off  all  extraordi- 
nary uneasiness.  At  the  end  of 
twelve  minutes,  when  the  ther- 
mometer had  risen  almost  to  220 
deg.  I  left  the  room  very  much 
fatigued,  but  no  otherwise  disor- 
dered, my  pulse  being  136  in  the 
minute.  Several  of  the  gentle- 
men present,  as  well  as  myself, 
went  into  the  room  without  our 
shirts  many  times  afterwards, 
when  the  thermometer  had  reach- 
ed almost  to  260  deg.,  and  found 
we  could  bear  the  heat  very 
well,  though  the  first  sensation 
was  always  more  disagreeable 
than  with  our  clothes.  To  prove 
that  there  was  no  fallacy  in  the 
degree  of  heat  shown  by  the 
thermometer,  but  that  the  air 
which  we  breathed  was  capable 
of  producing  all  the  well-known 
effects  of  such  beat  on  inanimate 
matter,  we  put  some  eggs  and  a 
beef-steak  into  a  pan  or  tin  frame: 
in  about  20  minutes  the  eggs  were 
taken  out  roasted  quite  hard,  and 
in  47  minutes  the  steak  was  not 
only  dressed,    but    almost  dry. 


Another  beef-steak  was  rather 
over  done  in  33  minutes.  In  the 
evenbg,  when  the  heat  was  still 
greater,  we  laid  a  third  beef- 
steak io  the  same  place  :  and  as 
it  was  now  observed  that  the  ef- 
fect of  the  heated  air  was  much 
increased  by  putting  it  in  motion, 
we  blew  upon  the  steak  with  a 
pair  of  bellows,  which  produced 
a  visible  change  on  its  surface, 
and  seemed  to  hasten  the  dressing: 
the  greatest  part  of  it  was  found 
pretty  well  done  in  13  minutes. 

^^  The  same  person,  who  felt  no 
inconvenience  from  air  heated  to 
211,  could  not  bear  quicksilver  at 
120,  and  could  just  bear  rectified 
spirit  at  130  ;  that  is,  quicksilver 
heated  to  120  deg.  furnished,  in  a 
given  time,  more  heat  for  the 
living  powers  to  destroy  than  spi-  ' 
rits  heated  to  130  deg.  or  air  at 
211  deg." 

Dr.  Dobson  and  several  others 
went  into  the  sweating-room  of 
the  hospital  at  Liverpool,  when  it 
was  heated  to  224,  without  in- 
convenience. 

The  above  remarks  from  the  edi- 
torial department  of  the  London 
Medical  Gazette,  were  elicited  by 
some  experiments  which  were  de- 
scribed in  our  Journal  for  Sept.  8. 

II. 

OhBttvaJLions  on  tht  J^alwe^  Canu 
and  TrtatmtfU  of  Hay  Asthma. 

(ConeludAd  from  p.  618.) 

Reoardihg  spasm  as  the  proxi- 
mate cause  of  the  disease,  I  exhi- 
bited, in  the  first  cases  which  came 
under  my  notice,  the  powder  of 
ipecacuan  and  the  tartrate  of  anti- 
mony, (sometimes  in  combination 
with  camphor  and  extract  of  hyoa- 
ciamus),  m^such  doses  as  to  create 
a  constant  oausea ;  which,  by  its 
antispasmodic  effect,  never  failed 
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to  aflbrd  considerable  relief.  Nau- 
sea,  however,  is  too  UDpleasaot  and 
depressing  a  sensation  to  be  long 
endured ;  and  in  some  idiosyncra- 
sies it  cannot  be  in  the  least  pro- 
duced without  leading  to  constant 
vomiting,  or  efforts  to  vomit,  which 
only  serve  to  augment  the  headach 
and  general  distress.  Finding  that 
nauseating  medicines  were  but  of 
limited  application,  I  made  trial  of 
the  hydrocyanic  acid,  in  doses  of 
half  a  drop,  or  a  drop,  every  two 
or  three  hours  ;  giving,  in  the  in- 
tervals, from  three  to  five  grainy  of 
the  carbonate  of  ammonia,  with  a 
quarter  or  half  a  grain  of  powder 
of  ipecacuan.  This  plan  invaria- 
bly alleviated  the  symptoms  ;  and 
when  they  were  not  exceedingly 
violent,  removed  them  entirely. 
Sometimes  I  administered  the  car- 
bonate of  ammonia,  with  ipecacu- 
an, alone,  and  certainly  never  with- 
out greatly  facilitating  the  difficul- 
ty of  breathing. 

No  medicine,  however,  which 
was  had  recourse  to,  was  of  such 
utility,  and  so  speedily  and  effectu- 
ally removed  the  paroxysms,  as 
the  ethereal  tincture  of  the  Lobelia 
inJkUa.  It  was  given  in  doses  of 
one  drachm,  repeated  every  three 
or  four  hours.  The  obstructed 
respiration  was  always  rendered 
more  free  by  the  first  dose,  and 
after  the  second  it  became  per- 
fectly easy  and  natural  ;  and  to 
this  soon  followed  the  disappear- 
ance of  all  the  other  symptoms. 

During  the  continuance  of  the 
asthma,  the  patient  should  confine 
himself  to  tne  house  as  much  as 
possible  ;  and  should  eat  biscuit, 
and  the  more  digestible  kinds  of 
food.  He  should  sedulously  ab- 
stain from  all  spirituous  and  fer- 
mented liquors,  and  use  only  coffee 
for  drink.  He  should  also  abstain 
from  fresh  vegetables  and  fruit  of 


every  description  ;  because  these, 
by  readily  entering  into  the  acetoas 
fermentation,  generate  within  the 
stomach  an  abundance  of  gaseoas 
matter,  whereby  this  organ  becomes 
distended,  and  respiration  of  course 
greatly  impeded. 

Care  should  also  be  taken  to  ob- 
tain a  daily  and  free  evacuation  of 
the  bowels,  by  the  exhibition  of 
one  or  two  drachms  of  the  sulphate 
of  magnesia  every  morning,  r  urg- 
ing is  improper.  Diuretics,  like- 
wise, should  be  given,  in  order  to 
preserve  a  plentiful  secretion  from 
the  kidneys  ;  for  I  have  often  no- 
ticed that  whenever  the  urinary 
discharge  was  copious,  the  fits 
were  generally  less  severe  than 
when  this  discharge  was  scanty. 

As  soon  as  the  inflammation  of 
the  eyes,  and  irritability  of  the 
mucous  lining  of  the  nostrils  super- 
venes, it  should  be  subdued  by 
keeping  a  piece  of  fine  linen,  wet- 
ted with  an  evaporating  lotion,  con- 
stantly applied  to  the  forehead  and 
across  the  nose.  If  this  measure 
be  not  persevered  in,  the  bronchiie 
will  become  affected  by  the  spread- 
ing of  the  morbid  action,  and  the 
asthmatic  symptoms  will  soon  make 
their  appearance.  But  if  the  oph- 
thalmia and  irritable  state  of  the 
schneiderian  membrane  be  timely 
reduced,  the  paroxysm  will  be 
postponed,  and  often  entirely  avert- 
ed ;  and  if  it  should  come  on,  it 
will  be  not  only  milder,  but  shorter 
in  its  duration. 

Opium  I  found  to  be  decidedly 
injurious.  It  increased  the  fever, 
headach,  wheezing,  and  suffocating 
tightness  across  the  chest.  Vege- 
table acids  were  given,  but  without 
success  ;  and  blisters  and  tartar 
emetic  ointment  were  of  no  utility; 
nor  was  any  material  diminution  of 
the  symptoms  ever  observed  to 
succeed  the  inhalation  of  .steam,  or 
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the  abstraction  of  blood  by  leechesi 
which  were  occasioDally  applied  to 
the  chest. 

The  warm  bath  was  not  of  the 
least  service,  but  immersion  of  the 
feet  ID  hot  water  generally  proved 
beneficial.  Hay  astbmat  like  eve- 
ry other  variety  of  asthma,  depends 
on  a  state  of  general  or  local  debi- 
lity ;  and,  as  far  as  my  experience 
extends,  its  best  prophylactic  is  the 
cold  shower  bath,  which,  by  its 
tonic  properties,  removes  that 
weak  and  irritable  condition  which 
forms  the  foundation  of  the  disease. 
This  preventive,  where  it  has  re- 
ceived a  fair  trial,  has  succeeded 
most  completely.  It  should  be 
commenced  m  about  six  or  eight 
weeks  previous  to  the  expected  re- 
currence of  the  complaint ;  and 
employed  every  morning,  without 
intermission,  until  the  hay  is  being 
gathered  in.  Its  effects  are  speedy 
and  most  agreeable.  If  the  patient 
feel  any  obstruction  in  the  nostrils, 
heaviness  of  the  head,  tenderness  of 
the  eyes,  tingling  in  the  throat,  or 
impediment  of  respiration,  which 
he  not  unfrequently  does  when  he 
first  awakes  in  the  morning,  he  no 
sooner  uses  the  cold  shower  bath 
than  all  these  threatening  symptoms 
disappear,  and  he  feels  light,  vigor- 
ous and  active,  and  can  breathe 
with  the  most  perfect  ease  and 
freedom. 

During  the  employment  of  the 
bath,  the  alvine  canal  should  be 
gently  and  regularly  acted  on  b^ 
means  of  saline  aperients  ;  and  if 
any  thoracic  uneasmess  be  expe- 
rienced during  the  day,  a  dose  of 
the  ethereal  tincture  of  the  lobelia 
inflata  must  immediately  be  had 
recourse  to. 

If  the  cough  continue  after  the 
other  symptoms  have  terminated, 
it  is  best  relieved  by  opiates,  by 
stimulating  embrocations    rubbed 


on  the  chest  and  along  the  spine, 
and  by  change  of  air. 

From  what  I  have  witnessed, 
then,  I  am  disposed  to  conclude 
that  the  cold  shower  bath,  used  in 
the  manner  and  with  the  precau- 
tions I  have  laid  down,  will  prevent 
the  access  of  hay  asthma  ;  and  that 
the  asthmatic  fit  will  at  all  times 
yield  either  to  the  hydrocyanic  acid, 
or  to  the  ethereal  tincture  of  the 
lobelia  inflata. — A. 


III. 

DIS£48XSBESSMBLUrO  INFLAMMATION. 

Remarki  on  a  Peculiar  Class  of 
Diseases  resembling  Inflammation, 

By  Mr.  Gborob  Nbwstead. 

A  NUMBER  of  cases  have  occurred 
in  my  practice*  during  the  last 
four  years,  which,  with  all  the 
external  characters' of  active  in- 
flammation, have  not  been  reliev- 
ed by  bleeding,  and,  in  fact,  could 
not  bear  it  to  any  great  extent. 
The  form  chiefly  assumed  by  the 
disease,  when  I  first  observed  it, 
was  that  of  pleuritis.  Cold  chills 
or  shivering,  uneasiness  in  the 
back  and  limbs,  and  frequently 
vomiting,  were  succeeded  by  very 
acute  pain  in  the  side.  The 
tongue  had  the  appearance  exhi- 
bited in  typhus  mitior  ;  the  pulse 
was  sometimes  accelerated,  but 
very  often  was  not  disturbed  in 
the  beginning  ;  the  secretion  of 
urine  was  remarkably  scanty ,  verv 
high  colored,  and  deposited  a  thick 
sediment.  It  sometimes  termi- 
nated in  three  or  four  days  with 
profuse  sweats,  and  sometimes  in 
a  week  or  ten  days  by  expectora- 
tion, tinged  often  with  blood.  The 
pain  was  so  urgent,  and  the  breath- 
ing so  obstructed,  that  I  did  not 

*  At  Howden,  YorJiBhice. 
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hesitate  to  «se  the  lancet ;  but 
tbe  first  bleeding  generally  pot 
me  on  mj  guard.  I  was  astonish- 
ed at  the  small  quantity  which 
commonly  flowed  before  syneope 
was  produced,  and  also  at  tbe 
stigbt  relief  of  pain,  e^en  where 
larger  abstractions  could  be  borne. 
Gases  like  peritonitis  began  to  oc- 
cur, and  I  then  found  that  whether 
the  patient  complained  of  the 
chest  or  abdomen,  tbe  pain  was 
not  confined  to  one  part.  On 
examining  those  complaining  of 
tbe  chest,  there  was  great  ten« 
demess  to  tbe  touch  there  (a  cir- 
cumstance I  never  remarked  in 
inflammation  of  tbe  lungs  or  pleu- 
ra), and  not  only  there,  but  on  the 
abdomen,  and  very  often  down  the 
back;  and  those  who  saidjthe  pain 
was  in  tbe  abdomen  were  aflect- 
ed,  in  like  manner,  by  pressure 
on  the  chest  and  back,  as  well  as 
the  belly.  In  some,  even  the 
arms  and  thighs  were  aflected ; 
and  whatever  part  was  touched, 
they  shrunk  like  the  subject  of 
acute  rheumatism  on  handling  an 
inflamed  joint.  This  difi*used  pain 
on  pressure,  and  tbe  diminished 
secretion  of  urine,  I  fixed  upon  as 
the  characteristic  symptoms  of 
the  disease.  Although  the  region 
of  the  kidney  was  usually  pointed 
out  as  the  seat  of  the  most  acute 
pain  in  tbe  abdominal  disease,  and 
the  secretion  of  urine  was  so  much 
disordered,  there  was  not  that 
frequency  of  making  water,  and 
pain  in  voiding  small  quantities, 
which  mark  nephritis.  The  state 
of  tbe  bowels  was  various  ; — fre* 
quently  diarrhma  came  on  with 
green  stools,  or  a  discharge  of 
bloody  mucus  ;  but,  as  calomel 
was  freely  given,  I  attributed 
these  symptoms  to  its  use.  One 
young  man,  however,  before  any 
medicine  was  given,  had  frequent 


discharges  from  the  bowels  of  a 
thin  bloody  serum,  without  tenes- 
mus,  and  totally   different  from 
anything  dysenteric.     I  observed 
some,  where  the  chest  was  chieflj 
complained  of,  spit  op  tbe  saino 
kind  of  serum,  like  bloody  water. 
The  stomach  wa«  often  irritable 
throughout  the  abdominal   diaor- 
der,  and  a  green  fluid  was  occa- 
sionally   discharged.     I    felt     an 
awful  responsibility  at  first,  wbeo 
I  dared  to  treat  this  complaint  with- 
out, or  with  very  little,  depletion; 
for  patients  themselves,  identify- 
ing what  they  felt  with  what  tbey 
bad  heard  of  inflammation,  would 
ask  to  be  bled,  but  I  was  alarmed 
by  tbe  exhaustion  I  bad  seen  fol- 
low, and  I  never,  except  in  tfvo 
cases,  ventured  on  more  than  one 
bleeding,  trusting  afterwards   to 
leeches,  a  dozen  at  a  time.     My 
reliance  was  on  opium  and  calo- 
mel, or   mercurial    frictions.      I 
was  partly  encouraged  to  withhold 
the   lancet  by  the  state  of  the 
pulse,  which  was  often  not  above 
80,  and  natural  to  the  feel,  when 
the    chest,  back    and    abdomen 
could  not    be    touched    without 
agonj,  and  even   the   weight  of 
the  bed-clothes  was  irksome;  for, 
although  I  am  aware  that  fatal 
inflammation  of  the  bowels  may 
exist     without     an    accelerated 
pulse,  I  fancy  that  commonly  it  is 
when  it  proceeds  from  some    me- 
chanical obstruction,  and  that  in 
pure  enteritb  or  peritonitis  there 
must  be  a  quick  pulse,  though  the 
feel  may  be  variable.     The  pulse 
did  not  often  continue  in  this  state, 
— it  generally  got  to  be   100  or 
upivards  after  two  or  three  days, 
when  the  febrile  disorder,  which 
seemed  to  modify  and  give  a  pe- 
culiar character  to  tbe  inflamma- 
tory symptoms,  had  time  to  deve- 
lope  itself.  My  cautious  practice 
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b«8  been  soeeessrttL  Oot  or  a 
number  of  penois  aAietetl  in  this 
ynjy  I  c*MMt  say  how  many,  bat 
1  cae  readily  btiag  forty  to  my 
memory,  three  died.  Two  ct 
tbeaa  had  been  freely  bled,  and 
the  third  was  a  woman  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age.  Within  the 
last  month  I  have  treated  two 
cases  successfully,  even  without 
leeches.  I  will  give  you  a  daily 
report  of  one  of  them. 

Jane  Gotham,  set.  61.  July  7, 
18£9.— Attacked  saddenly,  after 
tea  this  aflernoon,  with  excruci- 
aliog  pain  all  over  the  abdomen, 
and  vomiting. — Eight  o'clock,  P. 
M.  Complains  of  great  pain  in 
the  abdomen,  which  is  very  much 
increased  on  pressure, — does  not 
mention  pain  elsewhere  ;  but,  on 
examination,  the  whole  of  the  left 
side  of  the  chest,  as  high  as  the 
axilla,  and  the  back,  are  as  tender 
to  the  touch  as  the  abdomen. 
Pain  came  on  suddenly,  but  she 
has  felt  chilly  and  not  very  well 
«ell  day, — has  been  uneasy  and  stiff 
in  her  back  and  limbs  two  or  three 
days, — has  never  been  subject  to 
any  spasmodic  affection.  Pulse 
72,  with  a  sinking  feel ;  tongue 
pretty  natural;  bowels  moved 
both  yesterday  and  to-day.  Warm 
bath  ;  two  grains  of  opium  imme* 
diately. 

Pulv.  Ipecac,  c.  gr.  x.  Hydnirg. 
Submur.  gr.  ij.  cum  dosi  mist  salin. 
4tis  huris  postea.  Ol.  Ricini  3  j* 
prinio  ni»iie.  Rub  the  parts  af- 
fected, as  much  as  can  be  borne, 
with  camphorated  oil. 

July  8lh,  10  o'clock,  A.  M.— 
Is  easier.  The  pain  on  pressure 
continues,  however,  particularly 
acute  on  the  left  side  of  the  chest, 
and  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen; 
cannot  take  a  full  inspiration  ;  has 
mf  cough  ;  urine  said  to  be  very 


litlle  m  qoantity  ;  no  stool ;  has 
not  yet  taken  the  oil  ;  pulse  72, 
without  any  sinking  ;  tongue  fur- 
red. Ordered  to  take  the  oil  and 
a  black  draught  every  four  hours, 
until  the  bowels  are  opened. — 
Eight  o'clock,  P.  M.  Opening 
medicine  has  not  operated  ;  does 
not  complain  much  when  she  is 
still,  but  the  whole  of  the  abdo- 
men is  exquisitely  tender  to  the 
touch  ;  also  both  sides  of  the 
chest,  as  high  as  the  armpit :  can 
bear  pressure  now  on  the  back  ; 
pulse  65  ;  tongue  a  little  moister; 
urine  in  very  small  quantity,  but 
nothing  particular  in  its  appear- 
ance ;  has  vomited  after  taking  aa 
opening  draught. 

July  9ih. — Has  been  purged! 
freely;  does  not  complain  of  pain; 
can  bear  pressure  tolerably  well 
on  the  abdomen,  excepting  the 
right  side,  which  is  still  tender  ; 
has  a  little  tenderness  on  the  right 
side  of  ihe  chest,  but  shrinks  front 
the  slightest  touch  on  the  left, 
side.  Pulse  86  ;  tongue  loadeci 
wilh  a  moist  fur  in  the  middle  ;^ 
evidently  febrile  action  :  has  con*?^ 
tinued  the  calomel  and  comp.. 
powder  of  ipecac. 

July  10th. — Is  easier;  has  slept 
well ;  bears  pressure  on  the  abdor- 
men  without  pain,  but  it  feels 
hard,  and  as  if  the  muscles  were 
spasmodically  contracted  ;  some 
soreness  to  the  touch  all  over  the 
chest.  Pulse  80  ;  gentle  diapho- 
resis ;  urine  exceedingly  scanty, 
depositing  a  thick  sediment;  tongue 
rather  improving,  dry  and  foul  in 
the  middle  ;  bowels  open  ;  has 
vomited  repeatedly. 

July  11th. — Severe  gripings  ; 
constant  efforts  to  stool,  but  eva- 
cuates only  small  quantities  of 
very  bloody  mucus ;  has  passed, 
however,  during  the  night,  a  large 
qeaottty  of  dark  green  feculent 
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matter,  mixed  with  scybalae  ;  no 
pain  on  pressing  the  abdomen  ;  a 
little  still  on  touching  the  left  side 
of  the  chest. 

Chnik  mixture  with  Tinct.  Opti ; 
three  graius  of  Opium  for  a  sup- 
pository. 

Jnly  12th. — The  griping  and 
tenesmus  abated  after  a  dose  or 
two  of  the  mixture  ;  returned  this 
morning  with  some  discharge  of 
blood  :  used  the  suppository,  and 
has  been  quite  easy  since  ;  no 
pain  on  pressure  ;  gums  swelled 
and  tender.  Pulse  100  y  urine 
atill  very  scanty. 
Continue  chalk   mixture.     To  take 

3  ss.  01.  Ricini  in  the  morning. 


July  13th. — Has  had  an  easy 
night ;  castor  oil  has  produced 
three  good  motions ;  mouth  very 
sore  ;  pulse  86  ;  tongne  beginning 
to  clean  ;  left  off  taking  medicine. 

July  19th. — Has  been  quite 
free  from  pain  ;  bowels  regular ; 
fast  regaining  her  former  health.  ^ 

Two  puerperal  women  have 
been  severely  attacked  by  the 
disease.  One  had  two  dozen 
leeches,  and  the  other  only  one 
dozen  very  ineffective  ones. 
Calomel  and  opium  were  given, 
and  the  bowels  were  opened  once 
or  twice  with  ol.  ricini,  combined 
with  ol.  terebinth.  3ij«  Both 
recovered. — JUed.  Chir.  Review. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICA!.  UTERATUBE. 


MBOrCAL   NOMENCLATURE. 

The  difficulty  of  acquiring  a  fami« 
liarity  with  the  technical  names  of 
parts,  is,  if  not  the  greatest,  certainly 
the  most  pruvokiag  obstacle  expe- 
rienced at  the  outset  by  the  student 
of  anatomy.  We  recollect  well  the 
fitrqng  though  ludicrous  expression 
of  dismay,  with  which  one  of  our 
fellow-students  assured  us  that  he 
had  spen;  two  whole  months  in  ac- 
quiring a  perfect  acquaintance  with 
the  names  of  the  muscles,  which  he 
forgot  again  at  the  end  of  three 
weeks.  We  availed  ourselves  of  his 
experience,  and  declined  undertaking 
so  useless  a  labor ;  but  we  doubt  not 
there  are  many  others  who  have  had 
reason  to  regret  an  equal  sacrifice  of 
their  time.  He  must  needs  possess 
a  good  memory,  who  can,  without 
frequent  reviewal  of  bis  text  books, 
keep  10  his  mind  the  mighty  host  of 
names  which  they  contain  ;  and  one 


who  neither  recurs  to  these,  nor  is 
led  to  engage  in  practical  anatomical 
researches,  will  be  likely,  at  the  end 
of  a  few  years,  to  find  that  a  laige 
proportion  have  escaped  his  memory ' 
entirely.     A  late  writer  in  one  of  the 
foreign  Reviews  (the  Glasgow  Jou^ 
nal),  has  taken  up  this  subject  very 
seriously.     He  considers  the  ifbola 
system  of  anatomical  names  to  be  a 
relic  of  barbarism,  and  utterly  un- 
worthy to  be  retained  at  this  period 
of    improvement    and    civilizatiuo. 
He  proposes  an  entire  reformation 
of  this  system,  not  only  in  regard  to 
the  muscles,  but  also  to  the  booes, 
the  vessels  and  the  nerves.    For  the 
plan  which  he  proposes  as  a  substi- 
tute, as  it  is  given  at  great  length  ana 
with  considerable  formality,  we  will 
not  attempt  to  do  it  justice.    The 
great  principle,  however,  is  to  make 
the  different  regions  of  the  body  the 
ground  of  a  primary  division,  and  to 
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distingaish  the  individual  muscles, 
nerv^Sy  &c.,  in  each  region,  by  a 
simple  numerical  classification.  The 
names  of  the  regions  themselires  are 
to  be  the  most  simple  and  familiar, 
and  thus  this  formidable  array  of 
iechnicahf  which  now  presents  so 
serious  an  impediment  at  the  very 
portal  of  science,  is  at  once  to  be 
abandoned. 

The  plan  thus  proposed  is  certain- 
ly ingenious,  but  we  should  doubt  its 
claim  to  any  higher  praise.  The 
defects  of  (he  present  system,  though 
considerable,  are  by  no  means  such 
as  to  warrant  this  sweeping  reforma* 
tion.  We  object,  moreover,  to  the 
principle  on  which  this  change  is 
proposed.  Because  the  names  now 
applied  are  in  many  instances  inap- 
propriate, and  express  very  awk- 
wardly the  qualities  of  the  objects 
they  indicate,  it  cannot  follow  that 
it  would  be  better  to  reject  the  aid 
of  analogy  altogether,  and  to  make 
the  connection  between  objects  and 
their  names  entirely  arbitrary.  The 
general  idea  has  been  that  numbers 
must  be  fixed  in  the  memory,  by 
associating  them  with  objects;  the 
plan  of  remembering  objects  by  num- 
bering them,  seems  to  be  a  retro- 
grade step  in  the  science  of  mnemo- 
nics. 

The  great  principles  of  association 
of  which  anatomists  have  agreed  to 
avail  themselves  in  designating  the 
various  parts,  are  derived  from  three 
circumstances, — their  form,  their  si- 
tuation, and  their  use.  The  bones, 
which  form,  as  it  were,  the  ground- 
work of  the  classification,  and  which 
present  a  welUdcfined,  prominent 
a|^    permanent    outline,  are    with 


great  propriety  named  from  their 
forms  ;  and  the  names  which  desig- 
nate these  are,  for  the  most  part, 
sufficiently  expressive  and  appropri- 
ate. The  analogies  on  which  they 
are  founded  are  sometimes  fanciful, 
and  some  of  the  terms  employed 
certainly  deficient  in  euphony  ;  but 
these  faults  are  not  of  frequent  oc- 
currence, and  certainly  will  not  jus- 
tify a  condemnation  of  all.  Neither 
do  the  names  of  the  bloodvessels  or 
nerves  seem  open  to  any  very  seri- 
ous objection.  The  former  have 
their  titles  mostly  from  their  situa- 
tions ;  and  for  describing  these,  their 
relation  to  the  bones  in  the  extremi- 
ties, and  to  prominent  parts  in  the 
great  cavities,  afford  an  obvious  faci- 
lity. The  nerves  are,  for  the  most 
part,  named  on  the  same  plan  ;  but 
as  many  of  these  have  evident  and 
peculiar  uses,  their  designations  are 
very  properly  made  to  express  these 
uses.  The  additional  numerical 
names  of  the  first  twelve  pairs  of 
nerves,  which  would,  on  the  system 
above  mentioned,  form  the  best  part 
of  the  classification,  seem  to  us  rather 
the  most  indifferent.  Expressing  a 
gradation  which  does  not  exist  in  the 
parts  themselves,  they  mislead  rather 
than  instruct  us.  Their  best  claim 
is  to  the  title  of  a  harmless  superfluity. 
We  come  now  to  the  muscles,-^ 
parts  confessedly  difficult  to  remem- 
ber by  their  present  names,  and  pre- 
senting the  fairest  ground  for  im- 
provement, in  this  respect,  of  any 
portion  of  the  system.  The  great 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  nomencla- 
ture of  the  muscles  seems  to  be,  that 
it  has  no  reference  to  any  fixed  and 
definite  principle.    Some  are  named 
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firom  their  for«,  tome  from  their  ti* 
tuatioo,  some  from  their  uses,  and 
many  from  circumstances  wholly 
distinct  from  either.  This  variety 
of  itself  is  calculated  to  perplex  and 
embarrass  ;  and  when  to  thb  is  added 
the*  want  of  propriety  in  some,  and 
the  barbarous  sound  of  others,  this 
certainly  seems  the  least  attractive 
part  of  the*  catalogue.  Now  there 
is  one  circumstance  common  to  all 
the  muscles,  which  would  seem  to 
present  an  obvious  ground  for  a  uni- 
form nomenclature.  Every  muscle 
serves,  as  its  principal  use,  to  connect 
together  two  parts,  which  parts  are 
approximated  by  its  contraction. 
The  united  names  of  these  two 
parts,  therefore,  roust  furnish  a  name 
to  the  muscle,  expressive  at  once  of 
its  situation  and  its  use :  thus  furnish- 
ing a  double  aid  to  the  memory, 
while  the  only  burden  it  imposes  is 
that  of  a  new  association  of  terms, 
which  are  supposed  to  be  already 
familiar. 

That  a  nomenclature  of  the  mus- 
/^les,  on  this  plan,  would  be  an  im- 
^provement  in  our  system,  is  by  no 
.me%ns  a  new  idea.  It  is  suggested, 
as  b  well  known,  in  the  Elements  of 
Anatomy  by  Munro ;  and  a  table  of 
the  muscle^  is  there  given  in  which 
a  name  is  applied  to  «ach,  formed  on 
this  principle.  Some  of  these  are, 
perhaps,  unnecessarily  complicated, 
and  approach  too  nearly  to  the  na- 
ture of  description.  These,  howe- 
ver, ar«  but  few  in  number ;  the  rest 
aro  unexceptionable,  and  wherever 
they  differ  from  the  names  in  com- 
mon use,  are  certainly  much  superior. 
A  nomeoctature  of  the  muscles  form- 
ed on  tbis^pcinciple,  if  adopted  gene- 


rally ia  our  elementary  works  of 
anatomy,  would  materially  faciitat* 
the  progress  of  the  studenL 


THE  ABfiOEBENT  SYSTEM  OF  SAILOBS. 

A  PAPEE  in  one  of  the  late  nnmbera 
of  the  Medical  Gazette  contains  some 
interesting  speculiations  with  regard 
to  the  absorbent  system,  as  modified 
in  its  functions  among  a  particular 
class  of  persons.  It  is  mentioned  as^ 
a  well  known  fact,  that  among  sail- 
ors, complaints  or  accidenu  accom- 
panied with  effusion  are  cured  with 
considerable  difficulty.  Bruises  of 
the  skin  and  integuments,  attended 
with  discoloration,  heal  very  slowly ; 
the  glands,  when  enlarged,  are  not 
disposed  to  return  to  their  former 
state ;  and  dropsy  is  a  frequent  re- 
sult of  inflammatory  action.  It  is 
also  noticed  with  respect  to  this  class 
of  persons,  that  mercury  requires  a 
long  time  to  produce  its  specific  ef- 
fect ;  and  the  occasional  occurrence 
of  scurvy,  even  under  a  regulated 
diet,  is  another  fact  of  the  same  class. 
These  circumstances  would  seem  to 
imply  an  imperfect  action  on  the 
part  of  the  absorbents,  connected  with 
the  defective  nutrition  supplied  by 
the  articles  of  diet  to  which  the  mifri- 
time  class  are  for  the  most  part  li- 
mited. This  idea  was  confirmed  by 
finding  that  in  the  blood  drawn  from 
two  or  three  individuals,  not  suffer- 
ing at  the  time  from  acute  disease, 
the  serum  bore  to  the  cruor  a  pro- 
portion of  7  to  2  ;  the  fibrin  was  de- 
ficient, and  the  taste  of  the  whole  sa- 
line and  alkaline.  It  is  noticed  that 
the  sailors  when  at  sea  do  not  bear 
bleeding  well ;  Add  that  in  the  com- 
plaints to  which   they  are  subject, 
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onless  acuta  ioflammation  is  present, 
exercise  aod  a  geoerous  diet  answer 
much  better. 


RESPIRATION  OF  BIRDS. 

MassBs.  Allbn  and  Pbpts  have  late- 
ly instituted  some  experiments  oo 
this  subject,  by  confining  a  pigeon  io 
a  glass  vessel  filled  with  the  air  em* 
ployed,  which  was  re-supplied  from 
a  gasometer  as  it  became  unfit  to 
support  life.  In  the  first  experiment, 
made  with  common  air,  oxygen  was 
abstracted  by  the  respiration,  and  an 
equal  volume  of  carbonic  acid  substi- 
tuted. In  the  second  and  third, 
made  with  pure  oxygen,  a  similar 
portion  of  oxygen  was  removed,  the 
place  of  which  was  in  part  supplied 
by  carbonic  acid,  and  in  part  by 
asote.  In  the  fourth,  a  mixture  of 
oxygen,  hydrogen  and  a«ote  was 
employed,  (the  oxygen  in  the  same 
proportion  as  in  common  air,)  and  it 
was  found  that  while  the  volume  of 
the  former  gas  remained  undiminish- 
ed, the  mixtare  parted  with  its  hy- 
drogen, and  received  in  return  an 
equal  volume  of  asote. 


CASE  OF  BULIMIA,  WITH  DISSEOTION. 

A  MAN  aged  60,  came  under  the  care 
of  M.  Gaukier,  afiectod,  as  was  sup- 
posed, with  diseased  Kver.  He  was 
very  fat,  his  skrn  of  a  yellow  tinge, 
and  bis  belly  prominent.  His  appe- 
tite was  voracious,  requiring  three 
large  meals  a  day  to  satisfy  it.  He 
died  with  symptoms  of  polmonary 
consumption.  When  examined,  the 
lungs  were  found  to  contain  collec- 
tions of  matter.  The  stomach  was 
large  and  very  mfoscular.  The  struc- 
ture of  the  liver  was  beahhy.    Not« 


withstanding  a  minute  examination, 
no  trace  of  a  gall-bladder  could  be 
found,  or  any  circumstance  which 
indicated  its  former  existence.  The 
duodenum  adhered  directly  to  the 
liver,  and  a  very  short  canal  leading 
from  the  intestine,  ramifiod  at  once 
in  the  liver,  without  sending  anjr 
branch  in  the  usual  direction  of  the 
ductus  cysticuf.  It  is  not  unlikely^ 
as  suggested  by  the  author,  that  the 
rapid  digestion  and  great  appetite  in 
tlhis  case,  were  owing  to  the  bile  con- 
stantly poured  into  the  duodenum 
keeping  up  an  excitement  of  this  or- 
gan, and  sympathetically  influencing 
the  stomach. 


EMPYEMA. 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Westero 
Journal  is  an  account  of  a  case  of 
this  disease,  successfully  treated  by 
operation.  The  patient,  a  youth  of 
19  or  20,  had  been  attacked  witl» 
pleurisy,  which  was  succeeded  hy 
gradual  enlargement  of  the  left  side^ 
general  debility  and  hectic.  Onr 
examination  the  heart  was  found  beat- 
ing with  considerable  force  on  the 
right  side,  with  general  <<  oedema"  of 
the  left,  which  measured  nearly  twice 
as  much  as  the  former  from  spine  to 
sternum,  and  had  an  Indistinct  fluc- 
tuation. 

The  incision  was  made  between 
the  sixth  and  seventh  ribs,  as  nearly 
as  possible  to  the  latter.  On  punc- 
turing the  pleura  a  volume  of  pu» 
issued,  which  continued  to  run  for 
about  forty  minutes,  when  the  pa- 
tient became  faint  and  the  wound 
was  dressed.  The  next  day,  a  canu- 
la  was  introduced,  and  the  pus  al- 
lowed to  discharge  itself  through  it, 
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which  it  did  for  several  weeics,  after 
which  the  wound  healed,  and  his 
healih  rapidly  improved.  The  whole 
quantity  of  matter  discharged,  from 
first  to  last,  was  supposed  to  aoiouot 
to  about  four  gallons. 


EFFECTS   OF  MORPHINE. 

The  Annali  Universal!  di  Medicina 
contains  an  account  of  some  experi- 


ments on  the  eflects  of  morphia  on 
three  persons  in  health,  to  whom  ii 
was  administered  in  doses  of  one- 
eighth  of  a  grain,  and  a  grain.  The 
effects  were,  a  pain  in  the  epigastric 
region,  increased  frequency  of  the 
pulse,  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  and 
beadach ;  and  subsequently,  sleep 
and  diaphoresis.  All  these  symp* 
toms  were  increased  with  the  dose 
of  morphia  taken. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  6,  1829. 


It  has  been  suggested  to  us  by  an 
ol)liging  friend  from  the  country,  that 
in  a  recent  number  of  the  Journal  a 
paragraph  was  so  expressed  as  appa- 
rently to  convey  an  idea  prejudicial 
to  the  reputation  of  our  brethren  out 
of  the  city.  If  any  one  received  this 
impression,  it  is  proper  we  should  say 
that  such  was  not  the  intent  of  the 
paragraph,  or  the  spirit  in  which  it 
was  written.  The  case  was  a  nip- 
posed  one,  and  supposed  expressly 
and  solely  for  the  purpose  of  illus- 
trating an  argument : — nothing  was 
further  from  our  intention  than  to  in- 
timate anything  unfavorable  to  the 
general  or  professional  cbs^acter,  ta- 
lents, or  zeal,  of  the  faculty  in  the 
country.  On  the  other  hand,  about 
ninety  out  of  every  hundred  of  our 
subscribers  are  country  practitioners, 
aiid  it  is  to  them  we  are  indebted  for 
a  large  proportion  of  all  our  com- 
munications ;  we  therefore  should  be 
the  last  to  depreciate  their  zeal  or 
their  ability. 

We  avail  ourselves  of  this  oppor- 
tunity again  to  extend  to  our  profes- 
sional friends,  in  town  and  country | 


an  invitation  to  favor  their  brethren, 
through  our  pages,  with  the  results 
of  their  studies,  reflections  and  expe- 
rience. The  department  of  the  Jour* 
nal  more  strictly  editorial,  we  endea- 
vor to  render  as  useful  and  interest- 
ing as  our  opportunities  will  allow  ; 
the  reader  will  judge  whether  in  this 
our  duty  is  performed  or  neglected. 
He  also  must  judge  whether  any  re- 
missness exists  on  his  part,  by  the 
appearance  of  the  first  pages  of  the 
Journal,  which  are  designed  more 
particularly  for  his  Original  CommU' 
nications. 


PHRENOLOGICAL  DEVELOPMENT  OF 
BURKE. 

"  Two  principles  in  hnman  nature  rei^* 
PiBsioBs  to  urge,  and  reason  to  restrain." 

An  article  has  been  current  in  moat 
of  the  newspapers  in  thb  country, 
which  is  calculated  to  mislead  the 
public  respecting  the  phrenological 
development  of  Burke  the  murderer. 
It  asserts  that  the  disciples  of  Spurz- 
heim,  on  examining  the  head  of  this 
monster,  found  to  their  confusion 
that  the  organ  of  Destructi^'eness  was 
small,  and  that  of  Benevolence  large. 
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This  is  not  true.  The  last  number 
of  the  Phrenological  Journal  contains 
a  minute  account  of  the  admeasure- 
ment of  this  cranium,  and  the  results 
are  stated  with  an  impartiality  which 
foirms  a  strong  contrast  with  the  pre- 
judice which  first  prompted  the  news- 
paper paragraph  alluded  to. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  copy  here  the 
entire  minutes  of  the  examination. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  organs  nam- 
ed were  both  large — ^<  Benerolence, 
ftdl^  *'  Destructiveness,  very  large,^ 
It  seems  that  Burke  fn  his  schoolboy 
days  was  an  apt  scholar,  and  not  re- 
marked for  vicious  propensitras. 
When  he  first  went  to  Edinburgh  be 
^  lodged  in  one  of  those  haunts  of 
wretchedness  and  vice  quaintly  enti- 
tled the  Bkooak's  Hotels.^'  Bad 
company  led  him  on  from  one  de- 
gree of  crime  to  another,  till  at  last 
penury  and  temptation  assailed  him 
together,  and  found  him  an  easy  prey. 

Supposing  that  the  organs  above 
mentioned  were  equally  large,  so  as 
to  neutralise  each  other,  the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned  would  be  suf^ 
ficient  to  turn  the  scale  in  a  person 
who  had  few  if  any  moral  principles 
early  implanted  in  bis  mind  :   vhea 


therefore  Destructiveness  got  the 
control,  and  temptation  increased, 
and  success  urged  him  on,  it  is  not  at 
all  confounding  to  the  Phrenologist* 
that  he  should  have  terminated  hie 
career  on  the  scafibld. 

We  pretend  not  to  believe  in  aR 
the  doctrines  of  Gall  and  Spurzheim*, 
but,  in  justice  to  the  science,  an  er^ 
roneous  statement  of  so  notorious  a 
case  ought  not  to  pass  uncorrected. 


Smailpaz. — A  vessel  arrived  io 
this  port  from  London,  on  Saturday 
last,  on  board  of  which  a  young  gen- 
tleman died  during  the  voyage,  of 
smallpox.  No  other  person  on  board 
has  broken  out  as  yet,  but  as  this 
case  may  be  productive  of  others, 
our  citizens  should,  if  unprotected,  be 
thoroughly  vaccrnated  without  dehiyv 

UnitJersiiy  of  Maryland.^^Dr, 
John  D.  Wells,  of  this  city,  now 
Professor  of  Anatomy  at  Bowdoio 
College,  is  appointed  to  deliver  the 
annual  Course  of  Lectures  on  Ana- 
tomy at  the  University  of  Maryland^ 
during  the  approaching  winter. 


The  "  New  Theory  of  Life/'  ac- 
knowledged last  week,  was  by  David 
Pw^cf,  If.  !>.,  of  Brownsville,  Penn.; 
and  not,  as  was  accidentally  stated, 
by  Dr.  Baker. 


WEEKLY  EEFORT  OF   DEATHS  IN  BOSTOK^ 
£ii4inf  September  24,  at  i 


Date. 

Sex.  1  Age.  | 

DisGfase. 

Date.    Sex.  |  Age. 

Disease. 

d.l7. 

F. 

2yrs 

unknown 

M. 

Sm. 

infantile 

18. 

P. 

2 

lung  feyer 
canker 

M. 

11 

measles 

P. 

19  m. 

P. 

17yra 

typhooi  fever 

M. 

81  yre 

hemorrhage 

P. 

21-2 

long  fever 

P. 

51.2 

meaalea 

22. 

M. 

141.2 

atrophy 

19. 

P. 

9  m. 

bilious  fever 

P. 

48 

consumption 

P. 

18 

teeihiDf 

28. 

P. 

16  m. 

inflammation  of  the  brain 

P. 

2yw 

meaelee 

M. 

3 

infantile 

M. 

•10  m. 

cholera  infantom 

24. 

P. 

56yrs 

20. 

M. 

88Tra 

consttmptioD 

P. 

27 

unknown 

M. 

15  m. 

lung  fever 
cholera  inftntimi 

M. 

65 

cancer  on  the  heart 

P. 

4 

P. 

9  m. 

unknown 

P. 

11 

do.          do. 

M. 

48TrB 

scrofula 

P. 

5yri 

dropay  in  the  head 

M. 

9  m. 

unknown 

21. 

M. 

84 

ooBMimption 

M. 

8yr. 

measles 

M. 

6  m. 

infantile 

» 

lalea. 

14~-le« 

Ales,  7.    Total,  21. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
LEECHES,  CHIRAYITA  HERB, 

EBCNEZER  WIGHT,  4«  Milk  Street, 
hat  made  fiucb  arrang^enenltas  wili 
enable  hiin  to  be  constantly  supplied 
with  the  i^enuine  Mfdieinal  Leech.  He 
has  now  on  hand  some  of  very  iArg^  size, 
and  in  prime  order. 

Juat  received,  by  late  arrivals,  a  few 
pounds  of  Chimjfita  Herb^ — Concentralsed 
Compound  Decoction  of  SarsapariUa^ — 
Laurel  Water,— Silver  Wire  Tooth  Brush- 
es, from  tbe  manufactory  of  James  Flout, 
of  London. 

Also,  from  the  manqfactorj  of  Shep- 
herd, of  l^ndon,  the  following^  variety  of 
Jdedicattd  lAfungts^  viz.  :-«Colts£bot — 
Rhubarb — Soda— I'olu— Heartburn — Pa* 
reg^oric — Magnesia — Steel — ^Camomile — - 
Nitre — Cayenne— ^Opium — Fruit— Ginger 
— Anniseed — Ipecacuanha — Lemon — 
Rose — Peppermint  and  Sulphur. 

%*  Strict  personal  attention  paid  to 
Physicians^  prescriptions,  and  family  ma* 
dicines.  Oct.  6.  eop. 

MORBID  ANATOMY. 

CARTER  Sl  HENDEE  have  just  r^ 
ceived,— The  Morbid  Anatomy  of 
the  Stomach,  Bowels  and  Liver;  illas* 
trated  by  a  Series  of  Plates  from  Univring^ 
Wter  Nature,  with  explanatory  letter 
{>re88,  and  a  Summary  of  the  Symptoms 
of  the  Acute  and  Chronic  Affections  of  tbe 
above-named  Org^ans.  By  John  Arm- 
tTRoiro^  MAX 

The  above  work  will  be  completed  in 
six  numbers,  at  $6,00  each.  Three 
numbers  are  already  published.  Sub- 
scriptions received  by  C.  &  H. 

Oct.  6.  2am3m 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 

*'  ^^OPAIVA  may  be  given  in  this  form 
Vy  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste^  nor  impart- 
ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness  to  the  stomach  ;  and  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  large  doses  it 
does  not  purge." — Phil,  Journal  of  Med, 
Sciejues,- 
See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  18th. 

OIL  OP  BLACK  PKPPBii. 

This  is  a  much  more  active  preparation 
of  Piperine.    One  drop  is  fully  equal  to 


lix  grains  of  the  latter.  It  is  a  valaaUe 
adjunct  to  Quinine.  One  or  two  drops, 
added  to  six  grains,  will  greatly  increase 
the  efficacy  of  that  medicine. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVIS,  188 
Washinj^ton  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
And  medicines  at  as  reasonable  tenns  Stf 
a^  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  coptf. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

THE  subscribers  continue  to  receive 
and  instruct  Medical  Pup&  «^on 
the  terms  formerly  announced. 

The  Pupils  are  admitted  to  the  medical 
and  surgical  Practice  o(  the  Massacha- 
setts  General  Hospital,  and  necetve  prW 
vate  instruction  from  the  subscribers. 
»     JAMES  JACKSON, 

WALTER  OHANNIN6. 
For  terms,  apply  to  Dr.  Channing,  Trc- 
tnont  street,  opposite  Tremont  House. 

ARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  pab- 
lished, — The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  Gborgk  Combb. 
From  the  Prefnce  to  the  American  editien. 

^^  Mr.  Combers  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  Che  alWabsorbing  topic  of  Ednoar 
tioiu  It  treats  of  moral.  Intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  cours^  of  reasoning  of  the  ao- 
/hor,  and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illu^ 
tratlons,  have  it  always  obviously  in  vie^ 
to  show  h^w  tbe  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

«*  The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  ia 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

"  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  knowsi 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholans  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  ioto  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay. — ^To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  ilt  him  to  write  a  book  whKh  ad- 
dresses its  instnictioos  to  the  whole  com- 
munity."  Sept.  8. 


Published  weekly,  by  Jaair  Cottoh,  at  184,  Washhigt^a  St.  eonior  of  Frankiin  St.,  to 
whom  all  commaaio4tions  mast  be  addressed,  pottpaid, — ^Price  three  dollam  per  asnum,  if 
paid  in  advaiice,  tbr«e  dotlurs  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  SMOths,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    Tbe  postage  for  this  is  tbe  same  asfer  other  aewi|ia|ieiM. 
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BELLADONNA. 

Its  preservative  Power  against  Scar* 


By  Drs.  Tatnton  and  Williams. 

During  the  months  of  April  and 
May  the  scarlet  fever  was  very 
prevalent  in  this  town  and  neigh- 
borhood, and  in  many  cases  it 
proved  fatal.  Our  attention  was 
called  by  a  friend  to  a  notice  in  the 
Lancet  of  the  2d  of  May,  '^  on  the 
prophylactic  powers  of  belladonna 
against  scarlet  fever,  by  Hufeland.'' 

We  were  at  that  time  attending 
in  a  boarding-school,  where  the 
disease  had  attacked  twelve  of  the 
boys,  many  of  whom  had  been  most 
cbingerously  ill,  but  none  had  died. 
There  still  remained  several  boys 
(perhaps  twenty)  who  had  not  taken 
the  infection;  also  four  young  child- 
ren of  the  master^s,  and  several 
servants. 

We  immediately  commenced  the 
use  of  the  belladonna,  in  the  exact 
manner  and  dose  advised  by  Hufe- 
land.  Only  six  or  seven  persons 
in  the  house  took  the  disease  after- 
wards^ and  in  every  instance  it  as- 
sumed the  mildest  form. 

In  another  small  school  we  were 
called  to  visit  a  child  about  two 
years  old,  who  had  been  attacked 
the  evening  before.  The  disease 
was  of  the  most  malignant  charac- 
ter, and  the  child  died  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  the  third  day  from 
the  attack. 

35 


The  house  is  a  very  small  one. 
There  were  in  it  three  other  young 
children  and  five  boarders,  and  a 
servant  girl.  The  belladonna  was 
faithfully  administered,  and  not  one 
individual  took  the  disease. 

We  will  not  offer  any  conjecture 
on  the  modus  operandi  of  the  bella- 
donna, or  whether  it  did  or  did  not 
prevent  the  other  members  of  these 
families  from  taking  the  disease. 
The  facts  are  stated  exactly  as 
they  occurred,  and  we  entreat  our 
medical  brethren  to  ipake  trial  of 
the  belladonna  whenever  a  favora- 
ble opportunity  offers. 

The  following  is  the  manner  of 
giving  the  medicine: — Three  grains 
of  extract  of  belladonna  dissolved 
in  three  ounces  of  proof  spirit.  Of 
this  solution  as  many  drops  are  to 
be  taken  as  the  patient  is  years  old, 
twice  a  day. 

As  our  readers  may  not  be  fully 
aware  of  the  circumstances  alluded 
to  in  the  above  paper,  we  subjoin 
some  observations  on  this  subject, 
made  by  Professor  Koreff,  in  a 
letter  to  the  late  M.  Laennec, 
published  in  the  Bulletin  des  iSci- 
ences  Medicates: — 

"  Observation  clearly  proves," 
says  he,  ^^  that  the  belladonna, 
taken  for  some  time,  either  in 
powder  or  in  extract,  produces, 
especially  in  infants,  a  redness  of 
the  skin,  which  is  sometimes  tran- 
sient, but  at  others  more  durable  ; 
dryness  of  the  mouth,  with  a  sense 
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of  heat  in  the  throat ;  dilatation  of 
the  pupil  ;  anxietj  ;  and  occasion- 
ally svrelling  of  the  sub-maxillary 
glands  :  symptoms  having  a  great 
resemblance  to  those  which  accom- 

?any  the  eruption   of  scarlatina, 
'he  effect  of  the  belladonna  has 
also  this  in  common  with  scarlati- 
na, that  neither  of  them  produce 
the  redness  of  the  skin  invariably, 
whilst  the  symptoms    about    the 
throat  are  always  present.     I  con- 
fess to  you,  however,  that  all  these 
analogies   did  not   appear   to   me 
sufficiently  strong  to  persuade  me 
that  in  this  plant  was  really  to  be 
found  a  preservative  against  scar- 
latiaa,  similar  to  that  which  the 
cowpock  affords  against    variola. 
It  was  not  till  I  had  received  the 
authority  of  the  celebrated  Soem- 
mering, who  informed  me  that  he 
had  obtained  the  most  satisfactory 
results  with   it  when  the  disease 
rageJ  epidemically,  that  I  deter- 
mined to  employ  it.     This  malady, 
accompanied  by  the  most  unfavora- 
ble symptoms,  and  having  entirely 
changed  Its  usual  character,  was 
at  that  time  producing  ravages  al- 
most as  fatal  as  the  contagious  ty- 
Chus.     I  then,  for  the  first  time, 
ad  the  happiness  to  protect  from 
this  dreadful  contagion  almost  all 
those  who  took  the  belladonna  with 
a  little  perseverance,  and  of  these 
there  were  many  thousands.    Since 
that  time  I  have  never  lost  sight  of 
this  discovery,  which  becomes  the 
more  valuable  as  the  scarlatina  has 
increased   during  the    last    thirty 
years,  both  in  violence  and  extent, 
m  many  countries  ;  and  I  have  al- 
ways found  the  same  effects  in  dif- 
ferent climates,  and  in  epidemics 
of    opposite    characters.       Many 
other  physicians  have  equally  con- 
firmed the  preventive  powers  of 
this  plant,  and  the  German  journals 
are   daily  filled  with  proofs  of  a 
benefit  which,  with  respect  to  some 


countries,  equals  that  of  vaccina- 
tion.    In  France,  the  capital  and 
the  provinces  of  which  appear  less 
subject  to  these  fatal  epidemics 
than   Germany,  Switzerland,   the 
Tyrol,  Poland,  and  the  north  in 
general,   less  attention  has   been 
given  to  this  discovery,  and  it  has 
been  rejected,  it  must  be  said,  too 
lightly,  and  without  any  sufficient 
examination,  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
article  Belladonna  in  the  Diction- 
naire  des  Sciences  Medicates.     I 
only  remember  a  single  observatioo 
on  this  important  subject,  by  Dr. 
Meglin,"^  who  gives  an  account  of 
a  trial  which  he  gave  to  this  pre- 
servative during  an  epidemic  of 
scarlatina  at  C^lmar,  and  which 
confirms  all  the  assertions  of  the 
German  physicians.     The  absence 
of  present  danger  is,  perhaps,  the 
cause  of  this  indifference  towards 
a  discovery,  which,   important  in 
itself,  might  also  be  fruitful  in  re- 
sults applicable  to  other  diseases. 
At  present,  however,  I  shall  con- 
fine myself  to  an  account  of  the 
results  which  have  been  ascertain- 
ed (by  repeated  observations,  and 
by  a  great  number  of  individuals 
placed  in  very  different  circum- 
stances), without  incurring  the  re- 
proach of  having  proceeded  in  a 

manner  not  sufficiently  rigorous. 

*         «        •         *         * 

''  The  powder  mixed  with  sugar, 
or  the  extract  made  very  carefully 
from  the  juice  of  the  recent  plant, 
are  employed  after  the  following 
formulae  : — Extract  of  belladonna 
three  grains,  dissolved  in  an  ounce 
of  cinnamon  water.  Powder,  or 
root  of  beliadonoa,^  two  grains, 
mixed  with  drachms  of  white 
sugar,  divided  into  sixty  doses. 
From  half  a  dose  to  a  whole  one 
is  given  to  a  child,  from  six  months 
to  two  years  old,  four  times  a  day; 

*  Nouveau  Journal  de  Medecine,  1831. 
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to  cbildren  from  three  to  six  years 
old,  from  a  dose  to  one  and  a  half ; 
to  those  from  six  to  nine,  two,  to 
two  and  a  half ;  to  those  from  ten 
to  twelve,  three,  to  four  and  a  half. 
Of  the  solution,  a  drop  is  given  for 
every  year  of  the  child^s  age,  once 
H  day  and  fasting.  Observation. 
has  shown  that,  when  the  epidemic 
is  verv  fatal,  or  the  intercourse 
with  the  patients  very  frequent  and 
intimate,  it  is  prudent  to  increase 
the  dose  a  little.  It  has  not  yet 
been  possible  to  determine,  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  the  length  of 
time  which  is  necessary  to  eradi* 
cate,  by  this  remedy,  the  suscepti- 
bility to  the  contagion.  Every- 
thing leads  us  to  believe  that  the 
remedy,  if  used  during  a  time  too 
short  to  ward  oflf  the  contagion, 
moderates  very  much  the  malignity 
of  the  disease.  We  know  for  cer- 
tain that  the  remedy  does  not  per* 
manently  overcome  the  disposition 
to  scarlatina ;  and  it  is  necessary 
to  resume  its  use  on  every  occur- 
rence of  an  epidemic.  We  have 
always  observed  that  the  most  inti- 
mate communication  with  the  sick 
does  not  produce  the  disease,  pro- 
vided the  medicine  has  been  em- 
ployed eight  or  nine  times  previous 
to  being  exposed  to  the  contagion, 
and  continued  to  the  period  of  des- 
quamation ;  a  circumstance  impor- 
tant to  nurses.  It  appears  more  cer- 
tain  to  begin  with  rather  strong  doses 
in  order  to  guard  against  the  first 
impression  of  the  contagion,  and  to 
diminish  the  quantity  after  a  few 
days.  No  sensible  effect  has  been 
observed  to  follow  the  continued 
use  of  this  small  quantity  of  bella- 
donna. Up  to  the  present  time, 
neither  season  nor  locality,  nor  any 
other  circumstance,  has  appeared 
to  diminish  the  preservative  effect 
of  this  plant.       *         #         # 

"  Do  not  believe,  my  learned 
colleague,  that  these  results  have 


been  too  lightly  deduced^  or  from 
a  small  number  of  individuals,  or 
from  epidemics  of  little  violence. 
It  is  from  entire  provinces, — from 
cities  affected  with  this  terrible 
scourge, — from  epidemics  the  most 
fatal,  in  all  seasons,  and  in  locali- 
ties the  most  diversified, — on  indi- 
viduals of  every  age  and  of  «very 
condition,  that  observations  have 
been  made  with  the  greatest  accu- 
racy, and  have  led  to  tiie  above 
results." — Lon.  Med.  Gaz, 


II. 

OPERATION   OF    MORPHINE. 

Experiments  on  the  Operation  of 
Morphine  on  tlu  Human  Body 
in  (t state  of  Health.^ 

It  is  now  some  twenty  years  since 
a  talented  physician,  still  practis- 
ing in  the  modern  Athens,  was 
quizzed  a  little  in  consequence  of 
entertaining  a  number  of  his 
brethren,  once  or  twice  a  week, 
— not  with  tea  and  cards, — but 
with  tincture  of  digitalis  !  The 
parties  assembled  ^nd  commenced 
the  beverage,  each  keeping  a  fin- 
ger on  the  pulse  of  his  neighbor, 
in  order  to  determine  the  physio- 
logical operation  of  foxglove.  The 
result  is  well  known.  Digitalis 
was  proved  by  direct  experiment 
to  be  a  strong  stimulant;  although 
since  that  period  the  profession 
has  doggedly  adhered  to  the  vul- 
gar opinion  that  the  drug  is  a  se- 
dative, and  employ  |t  accordingly. 
A  somewhat  similar  party  \yas 
lately  formed  at  Turin,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Beraudi,  Rebrini,  Cris- 
po,  and  Allinio,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  acetate  of  morphium, 
and  thus  ascertaining  its  effects 
on  people  in  health.     These  four 

*  We  alladcd  to  these  experiments  io  a 
former  No.  This  more  minute  history  of 
them  is  from  the  Med.-Chirur.  Review. 
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gentlemen  met  oq  the  S8th  of 
September  last,  havii^  previous- 
ly dined,  and  commenced  their 
experiments. — At  three  o'clock, 
M.  Alltnio,  aged  22  years,  of  bi« 
lions  temperament,  and  whose 
pulse  was  at  66,  swallowed  an 
eighth  of  a  grain  of  the  acetate  in 
some  distilled  water.  He  had 
scarcely  taken  the  medicine  when 
he  felt  a  bitter  and  somewhat  ac- 
rid taste  in  the  back  part  of  the 
throat.  In  five  minutes  there 
was  severe  pain  in  the  epigastri- 
um, and  propensity  to  sleep,  with 
somewhat  laborious  breathing.  At 
the  end  of  twenty-five  minutes 
the  same  phenomena  continued. 
At  thirty  minutes  there  was  pro- 
fuse perspiraton,  with  dilated  pu- 
pils, and  pulse  at  94.  At  thirty- 
three  minutes  there  was  heavy 
drowsiness,  with  pain  about  the 
frontal  sinuses.  At  fifty  minutes 
the  lips  were  livid,  the  face  flush- 
ed, the  conjunctivas  injected,  se- 
vere pain  in  the  frontal  bone.  At 
fifty-two  minutes,  pains  in  the 
bladder,  physiognomy  stupid,  eyes 
sparkling,  urgent  thirst,  sense  of 
extreme  lassitude  in  the  inferior 
extremities.  At  a  quarter  past 
four  o'clock  there  was  pruritis  of 
the  skin,  continual  pains  in  the 
genito-urinary  organs,  and  weight 
in  the  forehead.  These  symp* 
toms  continued  till  nearly  seven 
o'clock,  when  severe  pain  in  the 
epigastrium  was  followed  by  vo- 
miting. No  sleep  took  place  till 
two  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
when  the  experimenter  fell  into 
profound  repose  till  six,  when  he 
awoke  with  obtuse  pain  in  the 
head,  and  soon  afterwards  had 
two  alvine  evacuations* 

The  other  three  gentlemen  took 
the  acetate,  some  in  larger  and 
some  in  smaller  doses,  at  the 
isame  hour.    Tiro  of  them  were 


affected  in  a  manaer  not  particu* 
larly  different  from  that  already 
described.     One  of  them,  howe* 
ver,  experienced  very  little  else 
than  an  acceleration  of  the  palse 
to   108  in  the   minute.     In  the 
course  of  a  couple  of  days  the 
experiments  were  repeated,  but 
on  an  empty  stomach.  The  symp^ 
toms   were  not   precisely    those 
which  followed  the  medicine  ta- 
ken after  food,  but  yet  they  were 
not  materially  different,  and  need 
not  be   detailed.      The   experi- 
ments were  afterwards  repeated 
with  still  larger  doses  of  the  me- 
dicine, and  a  corresponding  degree 
of  intensity  in  the  symptoms.—- 
We  are  not  aware  that  much  use- 
ful information  is  to  be  collected 
from  these   experiments.       The 
Northern   digitalis-sippers    came 
to   the   conclusion  that  foxglove 
was   a    stimulant  ; — if   we    may 
judge  by  the  symptoms  above  da- 
scribed,  the    Italian    morphiutn- 
eaters  have  a  fair  right  to  infer 
that  morphine  is  an  irritant ;  for 
certainly    its   effects    were  any-  - 
thing  but  soothing. 

One  thing  we  would  hint  to  our 
juvenile  experimenters,  namely, 
that  medicines,  when  taken  in 
lualth,  produce  very  different  ef- 
fects from  those  which  result  from 
the  same  remedies  taken  in  dis* 
eases. 


III. 

TREJiTMENT   Or   HOOPING  COUGH, 

Observations  on  the  TreatmetU  of 
Hooping  Cough^  and  on  the  Use 
of  Sulphate  of  QyAnine  in  that 
Disease, 

By  a  Surgeon. 

There  were  sixteen  children  on 
board  a  ship  returning  from  India, 
who  became  affected  with  hoop- 
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ing  cough.  There  is  nothing  to 
remark  in  the  history  of  the  symp- 
toms ;  bat  the  account  of  the 
treatment  is  not  destitute  of  in- 
terest. 

*<  When  unequivocal  symptoms 
of  the  disease  appeared,  doses  of 
ipecacuanha,  according  to  the  age 
of  the  patient,  were  given  night 
and  morning,  so  as  to  produce  full 
Torailing.  In  the  intervening 
time,  a  mixture  of  antimonial 
wine,  laudanum,  and  sulphate  of 
quinine,  made  into  a  draught  with 
syrup  and  water,  was  given  thrice 
a  day,  at  intervals  of  five  hours. 
The  dose  for  a  child  of  two  years 
was  three  drops  of  the  antimonial 
wine,  one  of  laudanum,  and  half  a 
grain  of  quinine.  When  the  first, 
or  contagious  stage,  was  over, 
the  quantity  of  the  two  former 
was  diminished,  while  the  latter 
was  increased.  Burgundy  pitch 
plasters  were  applied  to  the 
breast,  and  between  the  scapulae. 
The  bowels  were  kept  moderate- 
ly open  by  calomel  and  rhubarb  ; 
the  diet  was  light  and  nutritive. 
This  treatment  was  generally 
successful  in  about  a  month. 

"  There  was  an  interesting  boy 
of  three  years  who  suffered  ex- 
tremely. The  convulsive  parox- 
ysms were  violent,  and  the  quan- 
tity and  tenacity  of  the  mucus 
such  as  threatened  suffocation. 
He  was  reduced  to  such  a  decree, 
that  (to  use  his  nurse's  words)  he 
was  a  *  mere  bag  of  bones  ;'  yet, 
by  a  steady  perseverance  in  the 
'  above  treatment,  his  recovery, 
though  late,  was  yet  complete. 
Several  expedients  to  divert  his 
attention,  by  play,  toys,  &c.,  were 
of  use  as  auxiliaries.  The  quinine 
in  the  second  stage  was  decidedly 
beneficial ;  and  it  is  in  this  stage, 
where  the  disease  is  supposed  to 
remain  in  the  system  merely  from 


the  powier  of  habit,  that  the  ex- 
hibition of  tonics,  and  above  all 
the  quinine,  is  indicated. 

*^  I  was  induced  to  make  trial 
of  this  medicine  from  the/ great 
approbation  with  which  Dr.  Cul- 
len  mentions  the  virtues  of  Peru- 
vian bark  in  this  disease.  *  I 
consider  the  use  of  this  medicine,' 
says  he,  ^  as  the  most  certain 
means  of  curing  the  disease  in  its 
second  stage  ;  and,  when  there 
has  been  little  fever  present,  dud 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  bark 
given,  it  has  seldom  failed  of  soon 
putting  an  end  to  the  disease.'* 
In  the  cases  that  came  under  my 
observation,  there  was  little  or 
no  fever ;  and  I  should  think,  from 
the  small  bulk  and  the  soluble  na- 
ture of  the  quinine,  that  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  can  be  given,  with- 
out the  inconveniences  attending 
the  exhibition  of  the  bark. 

'^  I  have  said  that  the  quinine^ 
in  the  second  stage,  was  decidedly 
beneficial :  it  certainly  appeared 
to  me  so ;  yet,  perhaps,  I  ought 
to  qualify  the  expression.  In  es- 
timating the  effect  produced  on 
diseases  by  remedies,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  determine  with  precision 
the  exact  share  which  these  have, 
apart  from  adventitious  circum- 
stances, in  bringing 'about  a  favor- 
able termination.  In  the  present 
instance,  the  state  of  the  atmos- 
phere appeared  to  exercise  con- 
siderable influence  over  the  dis- 
ease. During  moist  hazy  wea- 
ther, the  expectoration  was  more 
copious  and  viscid,  and  difficult 
of  separation.  When  the  air  was 
hofand  dry,  it  was  scanty,  the 
cough  more  distressing,  and  in  one 
or  two  instances  streaked  with 
blood.     Between  the  tropics,  and 

•  (/Ullen^s  Works,  by  Thomson,  vol.  ii. 
p.  463. 
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during  the  prevalence  ht  the 
trade-winds,  when  4he  weather 
was  fine  and  clear,  it  was  parti- 
cularly mild.  How  luuch  we  are 
to  attribute  to  the  state  of  the 
atmosphere,  I  know  not  :  one 
thing,  however,  will,  I  think,  be 
granted, — that  the  constant  suc- 
cession of  climate  that  is  experi- 
enced during  an  Indian  voyage, 
will  rather  have  a  salutary  than 
an  injurious  effect  on  the  disease. 
*^  Should  the  use  of  the  quinine 
in  hooping  cough  prove  efficacious 
in  the  hands  of  other  practitioners, 
I  shall  feel  gratified.  It  deserves, 
at  least,  a  fair  trial ;  and  it  is  ex- 
empt alike  from  danger  and  in- 
convenience."— JUed.  Gaz. 


IV. 

DIETETIC    REOIMBN    IN    FRANCE    AND 
ENGLAND. 

What  is  ordinarily  called  the  in- 
fluence of  climate  on  the  human 
species,  ought,  in  our  opinion,  to 
include  the  effects  of  the  custom- 
ary aliment  which  necessarily  va- 
ries with  the  geographical  situa- 
tion of  each  country.  Thus,  in 
the  north,  the  stomach  calls  for 
animal  food  and  the  excitation  of 
spirituous  liquors  ;  (?)  while,  in 
southern  regions,  bread  and  frqit 
only  are  used,  and  irritating  drinks 
studiously  avoided.  The  French 
are  more  sober  than  the  Germans, 
because  the  mild  temperature  of 
their  country  enables  them  to 
substitute  wine  for  the  beer  or 
distilled  liquors  of  their  neighbors. 
Under  the  burning  sun  of  the  Spa- 
nish peninsula,  oranges,  citrons, 
and  a  multitude  of  other  fruits, 
abounding  in  juice,  attain  a  matu- 
rity unknown  in  France  ;  and  the 
refreshing  and  delicious  drinks  of 
Spain  render  the  inhabitants  still 


more  averse  to  the  effects  of  spi- 
rituous stimuli,  while  at  the  same 
time  they  care  less  for  wine. 

Madame  de  Stael  attributes 
the  severe  character  of  the 
gloomy  mythology  of  the  Dortbern 
nations,  to  the  perpetual  fogs  and 
rigorous  winters  of  their  climate, 
and  she  is  perhaps  right  to  a  cer- 
tain extent ;  but  are  not  these 
distinctive  traits  rather  the  effect 
of  that  dulness  of  intellect  so  evi- 
dent in  those  persons  habitually 
accustomed  to  the  use  of  violent 
excitants  ? 

The  inhabitants  of  the  south 
are,  on  the  contrary,  gay,  lively 
and  witty,  independent  of  exter- 
ual  objects,  and  much  more  dts« 
posed  than  the  inhabitants  of  the 
north,  to  seize  upon  the  frivolous 
and  transitory  pleasures  which  at 
every  moment  are  presented  to 
them.  The  Frenchman  always 
evinces  a  disposition  to  enter  into 
a  hundred  trifling  projects  of  plea- 
sure, which  the  Englishman  pre- 
tends to  despise,  while  he  secretly 
envies  that  pliancy  of  disposition 
which  the  climate  of  his  own 
country  denies  him  :  haughty  and 
impatient,  he  only  loses  his  heavi- 
ness when  porter  has  rendered 
him  inconsiderate  and  querulous. 
The  extraordinary  differences 
which  we  observe  in  the  manner 
of  living  among  the  modern  Eu- 
ropean nations,  have  been  princi- 
pally produced  by  the  use  of  tea, 
coffee,  sugar  and  tobacco  :  their 
introduction  into  common  use  is 
one  of  the  most  singular  conquests 
of  commerce.  Who  would  have 
supposed,  three  centuries  ago, 
that  the  products  of  China  and 
the  West  Indies  would  one  day 
become  the  habitual  aliment  of 
the  inhabitants  and  the  servants 
even  of  the  rustic  population  ? 

The  following  table,  drawn  up 
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from  authentic  documents^  may 
explain,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
difference  of  manners  observable 
between  the  two  greatest  nations 
of  Europe : — 

Quantity  of  Sugar ^  Tea,  etc.j  annu- 
aitff  consumed  in  Great  Britain 
and  France, 

Enfrland.       France. 

Su«ar  lbs.  448.000,000128,000,000 

Tea  •«       22,750,000        195.000 

CoiTM  "         8,100,000  20,100,000 

Tobacco  «<       16,900.000     7.200.000 

Wine  galla.     6,210.000700,000,000 

Spir.  liqaora  '<     28,020.000     5.700,000 

3eer  ««   420,000,000155,000,000 

But  to  be  able  to  draw  conclu- 
sions, we  give,  as  follows,  the 
relation  which  the  consumption 
bears  to  the  population  of  each 
country. 

For  one  fntlUon. 

Eagluh.  French. 

Sagmr            lbs.       22,400,000  4,270,000 

Tea                »           1,187.000  6.600 

Coilee            «             405,000  670,000 

Tobacco         «<             845,000  278,000 

Wine           galli.         810.000  28,800,000 

Liqaon          <«        21,000,000  5,170,000 

We  have  selected  and  translat- 
ed the  preceding  article  from  one 
of  our  French  medical  journals, 
as  calculated  to  interest  the  ge- 
neral reader.  We  hope  to  be 
able,  on  a  subsequent  occasion, 
to  present  a  sketch  of  the  propor- 
tion of  the  above  articles  con- 
sumed in  the  United  States,  ac- 
companied with  such  reflections 
as  naturally  pertain  to  the  subject 
of  regimen. 

We  republish  the  above  from  the 
Journal  of  Health,  a  new  work  re- 
cently gut  up  at  Philadelphia.  The 
object  of  this  publication  is  thepre- 
vention.  of  disease.  It  is  designed  as 
a  popular  rather  than  strictly  profes- 
sional work,  and  tho  two  numbers 
already  issued  give  fair  promise  of  a 
highly  respectable  accession  to  our 
periodical   literature.     We    heartily 


wish  it  all  the  support  it  merits,  and 
hope  it  will  be  far  more  useful  than 
such  works  generally  are.  People 
always  like  to  re.id  and  repeat  good 
rules  for  the  preservation  of  health  ; 
but  after  all  their  admiration,  they 
seldom  put  them  in  practice.  A 
Cf^lebrated  English  Surgeon,  who  is 
no  less  familiar  with  the  moral  than 
the  physical  constitution  of  man,  was, 
and  probably  now  is,  in  the  habit  of 
concluding  his  course  of  lectures  on 
Hygiene  with  the  r«;mark,  that  he 
had  not  only  preached  up  these  rules 
in  a  lecture-room,  but  been  in  the 
habit  of  repeating  them  in  his  private 
practice  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
and  during  the  whole  of  that  period 
he  could  not  say  that  a  single  indivi- 
dual had  ever  been  persuaded  to 
follow  them. 


LITHOTOMT  A  DEUX   TXMJ»8. 

I  WAS  present  when  Mr.  Lizars^ 
of  Edinburgh,  performed  the  ope- 
ration  of  lithotomy  in  this  town, 
during  the  present  summer.  It 
was  speedily  and  simply  done. 
One  calculus,  the  size  of  a  pigeon's 
egg,  was  easily  removed^  as  soon 
as  an  opening  had  been  made  into 
the  bladder  ;  when  another  was 
discovered,  somewhat  larger  than 
the  first,  but  owing  to  the  firm 
contraction  of  the  fibres  of  the 
wounded  bladder,  it  could  not  be 
readily  removed  at  the  time,  and 
Mr.  I^izars  put  his  patient  to  bed, 
assuring  his  medical  friends  that 
all  further  attempts  to  remove 
the  calculus  would  only  tend  to 
bruise  and  irritate  the  bladder 
and  adjacent  parts,  and  render 
inflammation  more  liable  to  occur. 
He  was  confident,  he  stated,  from 
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experience,  that  on  the  third  day 
from  the  operation  the  calculus 
would  be  easily  removed,  with 
scarcely  any  pain  to  the  patient. 
Accordingly,  on  the  day  appoint- 
ed, those  who  were  present  at 
the  operation  were  in  attendance, 
and  saw  Mr.  Lizars  gently  intro- 
duce his  finger  into  the  wound, 
•  while  the  patient  lay  in  bed,  and 
then,  guiding  a  scoop  along  the 
finger,  bring  out  the  calculus, 
which  was  as  large  as  a  chicken's 
e|i;g,  with  all  the  ease  imaginable. 
The  patient,  a  gentleman  of  sixty- 
four  years  of  age,  had  a  quick 
recovery. 

Mr.  Lizars  speaks  highly  of 
leaving  the  calculus  till  the  third 
day,  when  it  cannot  be  readily 
extracted  at  the  time  of  the  ope* 
ration.  By  that  time  the  suppu- 
rative process  has  commenced, 
and  all  the  parts  concerned  are 
quite  relaxed.  This  is  the  me- 
thod introduced  by  the  French 
surgeon  Franco,  as  the  operation 
a  deux  temps^  and  which  has  beeu 
condemned  by  some  of  our  modern 
writers.  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper 
strongly  reprobates  the  practice 
of  potting  a  patient  to  bed  with  a 
stone  in  his  bladder  ;  and  advises 
that,  rather  than  do  this,  we 
should  make  an  opening  adequate 
to  its  abstraction  ;  or  if  this  can* 
not  be  done,  he  tells  us  to  break 
down  the  calculus  and  remove  its 
fragments.  If  the  long  and  con- 
stant irritation  of  a  calculus,  or 
calculi,  has  the  effect  of  thicken- 
ing the  coats  of  the  bladder,  and 
diminishing  its  capacity ;  and  if 
the  cutting  into  that  viscus  causes 
its  fibres  to  contract,  and  firmly 
grasp  the  calculus,  as  the  uterus 
does  its  placenta  when  about  to 
throw  it  off, — both  of  which  oc- 
currences experience  shows  us 
to  be  almost  invariable  attendants 


on  the  disease,  and  the  operation 
for  its  removal, — then  all  reite- 
rated and  painful  attempts  to    re- 
move and  break  down  the  calcu- 
lus will  not  only  be  improper,  bat 
must  also  tend  greatly  to  endanger 
the  life  of  the  patient.    The  cases 
in  which  Mr.  Lizars  has  tried  this 
operation  a  deux  temps  have  been 
attended  with  the  greatest  suc- 
cess, and  be  has  removed,  on  the 
third  day  after  the  operation,  very 
large  calculi  with  the  utmost  ease. 
He  has  hitherto  made  one  or  two 
gentle  endeavors  to  bring  away 
the  calculus  at  the  time  of  the 
operation,  but  if  he  does  not  rea- 
dily succeed,  the  patient  is  put  to 
bed.     So  convinced  is  this  expert 
operator  of  the  superiority  of  this 
plan,  that  he  declared  to  his  me* 
dical  brethren,  at  the  operation  I 
have  just  mentioned,  that  were  it 
his   misfortune   to  be  obliged  to 
submit  to  the  operation  of  lithoto- 
my, he  would  not  suffer  the  for- 
ceps or  scoop  to  be  used  before 
the  third  day. —  Gibson^s  Medical 
Sketch  of  Dumfries-shire. 

VI. 

LIGATURE  APPLIED  TO  THE  AORTA. 

The  following  case  was  communi- 
cated to  a  foreign  Journal  by  Mr.  J. 
H.  JameSy  a  Surgeou  at  Exeter. 
England. 

The  patient,  a  man  aged  44,  bad 
an  aneurism  of  the  external  iliac. 
The  situation  and  size  of  the  tu- 
mor seemed  to  preclude  any  at- 
tempt to  tie  it  above  ;  and  I  was 
induced  to  adopt  the  plan  revived 
by  Mr.  Wardrop,  of  applying  a 
ligature  on  the  femoral  below  it. 
This  was  done  on  the  2d  of  June, 
and  it  was  at  first  followed  by  a 
very  sensible  decrease  in  the  tu- 
mor ;  but  shortly  the  ground  gain- 
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ed  was  again  lost ;  and  after  con- 
siderable farther  enlargement,  it 
became  evident  that  the  process 
of  sloughing  was  about  to  take 
place.  Under  these  circum- 
atances,  the  patient's  situation 
was  fully  and  explicitly  stated  to 
him  ;  and  he,  having  j^idged  thai 
it  was  better  to  take  the  only 
chance  that  remained,  than  pe* 
rish  by  bleeding ;  his  nearest  re- 
lations also  having  given  their  full 
and  deliberate  assent,  I  perform- 
ed the  operation  alluded  to  on  the 
5th  of  July,  nearly  in  the  situation 
in  which  it  was  done  by  Sir  Astley 
Cooper.  Much  difficulty  was  ex- 
perienced from  the  great  and  very 
embarrassing  protrusion  of  the 
bowels.  The  ligature,  neverthe- 
less, was  applied,  but  the  patient 
died  in  the  evening,  having  suffer- 
ed extreme  pain  in  the  aneurismal 
limb  from  the  time  the  ligature 
was  drawn. 


On  examining  Jhe  body,  it  wA^ 
found  that  the  ligature  had  beeo 
applied  to  the  aorta  without  in- 
cluding or  injuring  any  other  part. 
It  was  also  ascertained  that  the 
probable  reason  of  the  faiUre  of 
the  first  operation  arose  frontf  4 
cause  that  could  not  have  been 
foreseen  ;  namely,  that  instead  of 
the  usual  distribution  of  the  arte- 
ries below,  the  external  iliac,  iot 
this  case,  divided  into  two  nearly 
equal  trunks  ;  and  although  the 
artery  corresponding  to  the  femo- 
ralis  superficialis  had  been  cor* 
rectly  tied,  the  channel  througb 
the  other'  remained  open.  The 
weight  of  the  tumor  was  nearly 
four  pounds.  I  shall  only  further 
add,  that  circumstances  prevent- 
ed me  from  performing  the  ope- 
ration from  the  side  of  the  abdo»>  ^ 
men,  or  from  tying  the  common^ 
Iliac,  which  I  should  have  pre- 
ferred, if  practicable. 
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BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  13,  1829. 


MASS.  MED.  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Wi  have  before  us  Vol.  IV.,  Part 
VI.,  of  the  Medical  Communications 
to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Socie- 
ty, The  numbers  and  titles  of  the 
papers  are  as  follows  : — 

VIII.  Memoir  af  Edw.  Aug,  Ho- 
lyoke^  3i,D,^  &c. — ^The  memoirs  of 
Dr.  Holyoke  contain,  as  might  be 
expected,  few  facts  of  interest;  ex- 
cept those  connected  with  the  great 
age  to  which  bis  life  was  prolonged. 
Indeed  they  present,  through  their 
whole  details,  scarce  any  occurrence 
sufficiently  remarkable  to  be  here 
designated.  From  the  early  age  at 
which  be  commenced  practice  to  the 


day  of  his  death.  Dr.  H.  appears  to* 
have  kept  the  even  tenor  of  his  wbjT,^ 
IB  the  honesi  and  faithful  discharge 
of  his  duties  as  a  citizen  and  a  pliy^ 
sieian.  The  principal  means  which 
contributed  to  bis  longevity,  accord* 
ing  to  his.  biographer,  were  a  good 
constitution  and  a  cheerful  temper. 
Even  his  temperance,  in  the  present 
sense  of  the  term,  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  unusually  rigid^  He  in- 
dulged moderately  ii>  the  pleasures 
of  the  table,  took  his  fruit  before 
dinner  and  his  wine  afterward,  chew- 
ed bis  pigtaif  and  smoked  his  pipe, 
kept  away  indigestion  by  good  spirits 
and  exercise,  and  removed  the  ill 
effects  of  occasional  excess  by  subset 
quent  privation.    The  best  lesson  of 
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Dr.  Holyoke^s  life  is  taught  by  the 
place  which  his  multiplied  years  and 
uniform  excellence  of  character  and 
conduct,  had  gained  for  htm  in  the 
affections  of  his  friends  and  towns- 
men ;  and  this  lesson  is  one  by  which 
we  may  all  profit.  "  Truly  the  gray 
head  is  a  crown  of  glory,  if  it  be 
found  in  tho  way  of  righteousness," 

The  post-mortem  appearances 
Werb  not  remarkable  ;  but  those  con- 
toected  with  the  anticipations  he  had 
himself  expressed  during  life,  derive 
considerable  interest  from  that  cir- 
cumstance. For  several  of  the  last 
years  of  his  life.  Dr.  H.  was  induced, 
by  various  circumstances,  to  suspect 
the  existence  of  effusion  within  his 
cri^nium.  His  theory  with  regard  to 
it  was,  that  the  size  of  the  brain  had 
gradually  diminished,  and  that  tho 
space  thus  left  had  been  filled  by  a 
fluid  secreted  between  the  dura  and 
pia  mater.  The  following  extract 
from  the  minutes  of  the  dissection 
will  show  to  what  extent  this  opinion 
was  correct,  and  afford  a  proof  of  the 
soundness  of  his  judgment  in  advanc- 
ed life,  on  a  point,  perhaps,  as  diffi« 
cult  as  any  other  for  a  physician  to 
decide,-^the  diagnosis  of  his  own 
case. 

'^On  dividing  and  turniflgback  the 
scalp,  which  wfiis  very  thin  and  deli- 
cate, not  a  single  drop  of  blood  flow- 
ed. Although  the  utmost  care  was 
taken  in  sawing  the  cranium,  as  soon 
as  the  saw  penetrated  the  inner  ta- 
ble a  transparent  fluid  began  to 
flow,  and  on  removing  the  calvarium, 
it  was  found  that  the  dura  mater  was 
adherent  to  the  bone  nearly  through- 
out its  whole  extent, — an  alteration 
which  did  not  seem  to  depend  on 
disease, — the  distinction  between  the 
two  tables  of  the  cranium  entirely 


obliterated,  and  the  texture  of  the 
bone  more  dense  than  common. 
The  tunica  arachnoides  was  very 
firm  and  opaque  ;  the  veins  beneath 
it  were  very  small,  containing  but 
little  blood.  The  brain  was  very 
firm  and  dense,  and  the  convolutioos 
very  strongly  marked ;  the  sulci  were 
wide  and  deep.  The  color  was 
somewhat  darker  than  common,  and 
the  whole  feeling  and  appearance  of 
the  brain  was  as  if  it  had  been  sub- 
jected to  the  action  of  alcohol.  A 
small  quantity  of  serous  fluid  was 
found  beneath  the  tunica  arachnoides. 
The  cortical  portion  of  the  brain  was 
extremely  thin,  being  less  than  an 
eighth  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  In 
the  ventricles  nothing  unusual  was 
discovered.  The  pineal  gland  was 
extremely  small,  and  contained  do 
particle  of  gritty  matter.  The  cere- 
bellum was  thought  to  be  dispropor- 
tionately small." 

IX,  Dissertation  on  IntemperanUf 
— to  which  was  awarded  the  Premi' 
um  offered  by  the  Massachusetts  Me^ 
dical  Society^ — by  William  Swut- 
8BR,  M.D. — Dr.  S.  has  considered 
very  fully  the  effect  of  intemperance 
in  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  oo  the 
various  organs  and  their  functions. 
He  examines  the  much  agitated  ques- 
tion as  to  the  safety  of  omitting  a 
stimulus  of  this  kind  after  the  system 
has  been  accustomed  to  its  influence ; 
and  concludes  that  the  cases  are  very 
rare  in  which  any  danger  is  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  change.  Dr. 
S.  reprobates  the  idea  that  intemper- 
ance arises  out  of  physical  maladyi 
and  is  the  means  suggested  by  nature 
for  its  relief.  No  consideration  of 
this  kind  should  be  admitted  to  les- 
sen its  moral  tendency,  or  the  dis- 
grace and  infamy  with  which  we  are 
wont  to  associate  this  degrading  In- 
dulgence. 
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X.  Observations  on  Abortion.  By 
E.  Halb,  jr.,  M.D.—Dr.  Hale  re- 
marks on  the  doubt  which  is  often 
felt  by  the  practitioner  when  called 
to  a  case  of  threatened  abortion,  to 
what  extent  treatment  may  be  em- 
ployed  to   prevent   its   occurrence, 
aod  at  what  stage  of  the  process  such 
treatment  becomes  useless  and  inju- 
rious.    The  practice  adopted  in  this 
state  of  uncertainty,  is  of  course  like- 
ly  to  be  vacillating.     He  quotes  a 
remark   of  Denman,  that  in    many 
cases  where  abortion  has  taken  place, 
the  fcstus  has  been  found,  on  exami- 
nation, depraved  in  its  structure,  or 
otherwise  unfit  to  come  to  maturity  ; 
and  it  may  be  presumed  that  in  most 
cases  where  this  process  takes  place 
spoutaneously,  the  uterus  is  unfit  to 
afford,  or  the  foetus  to  receive,  the 
requisite  support*     In  such  cases  it 
is  obviously  useless  to  interfere  when 
the   process   has   commenced.     But 
such  a  state  of  things  may  be  brought 
about  by  an  improper  mode  of  living, 
and  may  be  kept  up  by  habit ;  and 
the  province  of  judicious  treatment 
is   to   prevent  their  recurrence  by 
measures    adopted   in   due    season. 
Other  causes,  as  various  accidents, 
render  immediate  and  active  inter- 
ference necessary.     On  the  whole, 
however,  the  common  error  is  to  be 
found  in  pushing  the  preventive  sys- 
tem too  far,  and  continuing  it  longer 
than  circumstances  will  justify.    This 
observation  is  illustrated  by  a  curious 
case,  the  details  of  which   present 
several  points  of  great  interest. 

XI.  Memoir  of  William  8.  TFi/- 
Hams,  M,D.  By  Stephen  W.  Wil- 
liams, M.D. — Thf  distinguished  sub- 


ject of  this  memoir  lived  ttf  the  age 
of  66  years,  and  enjoyed  not  only  a 
large  share  of  professional  practiiief 
in  Deerfield,  but  the  unabated  res^ 
pect  and  attachment  of  those  wiih 
whom  he  was  connected  in  the  vari- 
ous occupations  of  life. 

Dr.  Williams  was  one  of  those 
physicians  who  studied  medicine  in 
the  way  most  calculated  to  make  bis 
knowledge  practically  useful.  After 
attending^  a  number  of  cases  in  the^ 
day,  he  investigated,  and  made  him- 
self master  of  what  others  had  known 
of  such  cases,  in  his  retired  hours  of 
study.  Thus  dfd  his  practice  and 
his  reading  come  in  direct  aid  of  each 
other,  as  the  diagram  and  the  de- 
monstration in  a  geometrical  theorem* 

His  opinion  on  the  subject  of  rfe- 
pletion  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  extract : — 


<<  In  acute  diseases  he  bled  with  a 
bold  and  liberal  hand,  though  he  ne- 
ver could  agree  with  many  of  his  co- 
temporaries  in  absiractiiig  blood  in 
the  advanced  stages  of  phthisis  puf- 
monalis,  and  in  many  chronic  com- 
plaints. He  believed  that  the  mo- 
dern depleting  practice,  in  such  cases, 
was  annually  destroying  thousands." 

Xn.  Observations  on  the  Nature 
and  Treatment  of  Cynanche  TVa- 
chealisfby  Chas.  Macomber.— Dr. 
M.  has  found  great  benefit,  in  cases 
of  croup,  from  minute  doses  of  calo- 
mel, given  very  frequently  in  some 
adhesive  substance,  so  that  the  throat 
may  be  almost  constantly  lined  with 
it.  In  this  way  he  thinks  the  false 
membrane  may  be  prevented  from 
forming,  or  if  formed,  may  be  ren- 
dered less  irritating.  In  the  author's 
opinion,  this  remedy  may  be  safely 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


b66 


fiOSTOK  MfiDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


trusted  to  without  aid  from  blisters 
or  sanguineous  depletion, 

XI TI.  Operation  for  Emphyma 
Encystis  Steatoma^  by  John  C. 
Warren,  M.D.  With  a  Liihogra' 
phic  Print. — This  tumor  is  said 
to  have  been  situated  on  the  right 
cheek,  though,  we  know  not  for  what 
Ceason,  the  engraver  has  thought  pro- 
per to  place  it  on  the  left.  Its  weight 
is  not  mentioned.  It  was  success- 
fully extirpated  by  Dr.  Warren. 


ACTION  OF  FOJ80N8   ON  THK  LIVING 
BODY. 

It  is  a  question  of  some  interest,  in 
«  physiological  view,  whether  poisons 
introduced  into  the  system  aflect  the 
brain  through  the  medium  of  the 
circulation,  or  more  directly  by  tak- 
ing the  course  of  the  nerves  leading 
from  the  part  to  which  the  poisonous 
•ubstence  is  applied.  The  second 
of  these  opinions  derives  considera- 
ble support  from  the  researches  of 
Messrs.  Morgan  and  Addison,  of 
Guy's  Hospital,  London,  who  have 
jointly  performed  several  experi- 
ments with  a  view  to  determine  this 
point.— A  histor}' of  these  experiments 
and  arguments  is  given  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Journal ;  and  we  propose  to  of- 
fer the  reader  some  account.of  these, 
with  such  remarks  as  may  be  suggested. 
The  first  and  most  general  of  these 
arguments  is  derived  from  the  fact, 
that  external  applications  to  the 
nervous  ^extremities,  incapable,  from 
their  nature,  of  affecting  the  mass  of 
blood)  produce  effects  strikingly  si- 
milar to  those  of  poisonous  agents. 
Such  are  extensive  burns  of  the  in- 
tegument, which  produce  a  comatose 
state,  and  gun-shot  and  other  wounds, 


which  are  followed  by  tetanus.  As 
it  must  be  supposed  that  these  inja- 
rtes  act  on  the  sentient  extremities 
of  the  nerves,  and  that  the  impression 
is  thence  conveyed  to  the  brain,  a 
similar  process  may  be  supposed  to 
occur  when  poisonous  agents  have 
been  introdoced  into  any  part  of  the 
body,  where  they  come  in  contact 
with  like  nervous  extremities. 

Another  argument  in  favor  of  this 
theory,  is  derived  from  the  very 
short  space  of  time  required  for  the 
more  powerful  poisons  to  produce 
their  effects.  Strychnia,  when  intro- 
duced by  an  external  wound,  has 
been  known  to  act  in  fifteen  socondsy 
a  period  apparently  too  short  for  the 
system  to  b^  affected  through  the 
medium  of  the  circulation.  If  then, 
in  this  and  similar  instances,  the  ef- 
fect is  admitted  to  be  produced  by 
the  intervention  of  the  nerves,  it  is 
most  conformable  to  the  simplicity 
of  nature  to  suppose  that  the  medium 
is  the  same  in  other  cases,  whatever 
the  interval  required  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  poison. 

But  the  most  conclusive  arguments 
in  favor  of  nervous  transmission,  are 
derived,  by  Messrs.  M.  and  A.,  from 
the  results  of  their  own  experiments. 
If  a  poison  acts  by  being  carried  in 
the  blood  to  the  brain,  it  ought  to 
exert  its  effect  much  sooner  on  the 
arteries  than  the  veins,  and  on  the 
arteries  above  the  heart  than  those 
below.  That  this  is  not  the  fact,  was 
shown  by  introducing  a  powerful 
poison  successively  into  the  jugular 
vein  of  an  animal,  and  its  carotid 
and  femoral  arteries.  The  time  re- 
quired for  the  substance  used  to  pro- 
duce its  effects,  was  found,  in  these 
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tuccMsive  trials,  to  be  nearly  the 
same.  A  still  more  conclusive  es- 
periorfent  oo  this  poioty  was  made  by 
traosmittlog  the  blood  of  a  poisoned 
animal  through  the  artery  of  another. 
A  communication  was  established 
between  the  right  carotid  of  one  dog, 
and  the  left  of  another  ;  which  was 
effected  by  dividing  both  vessels, 
And  iDsertiog  the  lower  end  of  each 
in  the  upper  end  of  the  opposite. 
Nuz  vomica  was  then  introduced  into 
a  wound  in  the  back  of  one  only. 
The  inoculated  animal  was  affected 
with  tetanus  in  three  minutes  and  a 
half,  and  died  in  four  minutes  more ; 
while  the  other  was  never  affected 
at  all.  Yet  the  blood  of  the  former 
must  have  flowed  into  the  artery  of 
the  latter  ;  and  the  inference  seems 
inevitable  that  the  poison  did  not 
enter  into  the  circulation. 

It  is  a  singular  fact,  and  one  which 
shows  the  difficulty  attending  these 
researches,  that  three  distinguished 
physiologists  should  have  separately 
performed  experiments  with  a  view 
to  the  solution  of  this  very  question, 
and  have  all  arrived  at  a  conclusion 
precisely  opposite  to  the  one  juet 
stated.  Mr.  Brodie  found  that 
when  the  leg  of  an  animal  was  firmly 
bound  by  a  ligature,  the  sciatic  nerve 
only  being  excluded,  the  effects  of  a 
powerful  poison  applied  to  a  wound 
of  the  foot,  were  not  experienced 
vntil  the  ligature  was  again  loosened, 
so  as  to  restore  the  circulation  of  the 
Umb.  The  great  experiment  of 
Maoendie  consisted  in  applying 
poison  to  the  amputated  limb  of  «n 
animal,  the  circulation  being  kept  up 
through  the  separated  orifices  of  the 
artery  and  vein  connected  together 


by  quIUs,  The  iqnis  was  introdttCed 
iato  a  wound  of  the  limb  so  prepared^ 
and  produced  its  effects  in  the  usual 
time.  And  lastly,  when  Dr.  BabbY 
applied  cupping-glasses  ever  a  pov» 
soned  wound,  the  progress  of  the 
symptoms  was  arrested,  although  the 
animal  was  previously  about  exptr» 
log;  a  result  which  was  naturally 
explained  by  supposing  the  process, 
of  absorption  to  have  been  interrops*. 
ed,  and  the  poison  prevented  from, 
passing  into  the  circulating  fluid. 

But  Messrs.  Morgan  and  Addison 
are  by  no  means  disposed  to  admit 
the  conclnsion,  which  these  experi- 
ments so  obviously  suggest.     To  Mr. 
Brodie*s  experiment  it  is  objected, 
first,  that  the  want  of  circulation  in 
the    limb   may  have   impaired    the 
functions  of  the  nerve  itself;   anci 
secondly,  that  tlie  nerves  of  seosatioii 
majf  possibly  not  be  the  same  nerves 
which  transmit  the  poisonous  inlltf^ 
ence  to  the  brain.     The  experiinen| 
of  Magendie  confessedly  proves  tha| 
poison  may  be  conveyed  in  the  cir* 
culating  fluid  ;   but  it  proves  nothing 
more ;   for  as  soon  as  the  blood  has 
passed   the  artificial  portion  of  the 
tube,  the  sentient  extremities  of  the 
nerves,  on  the  interior  of  the  next 
portion,  are  ready  to  receive  an  im- 
pression, and  to  convey  k  with  all 
despatch  to  the  encephalon.     Lastly, 
the   effect    of   the    cupping-glasses] 
which  Dr.  Barry  supposes  to  have 
interrupted  the  process  of  absorption, 
may  have  been  only  to  paraljpse  the 
sentient  extremities  of  the  nerves, 
and  thus  interfere  with  their  function 
of  carrying  the  morbid  influence  to 
itie  brain. 

It  must  bo  confessed  that  tb^M 
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fwos  and  cods, — this  array  of  con-  have  a  like  relarioa  to  the  seosibility 
flicting  facts  and  contradictory  con-  of  the  cerebrum  in  both.  Admitting, 
elusions, — are  calculated  to  produce  however,  all  that  the  above  experi- 
in  the  reader  no  small  degree  of  ment  is  intended  to  prove,  namelyi 
perplexity  ;  and  to  propose  any  theo-  that  the  action  of  poison  is  occasion- 
ry  which  shall  reconcile  all  these  ally  conveyed  independently  of  the 
apparent  contradictions,  is  no  very  circulation,  to  what  other  vehicle  are 
easy  task.  Non  nostrum  tantas  we  to  refer  its  transmission  ?  The 
compnnere  lites.  Perhaps,  however,  means  uf  communicatiou  pointed  out 
the  amount  of  absolute  deraoustra-  by  our  authors  are  the  nerves  ;  not, 
tion,  on  either  side,  is  less  than  it  however,  those  of  sensation  and  mo- 
would  at  first  appear.  The  strongest  tion,  but  another  set  provided  parti- 
direct  evidence  which  is  adduced,  cularly  for  this  purpose,  and  coroniu- 
may  be  found  in  the  experiment  of  nicating  from  all  parts  of  the  body 
the  amputated  limb  on  the  one  side,  directly  with  the  brain,  without  the 
and  that  of  the  double  union  of  the  latervention  of  the  spinal  marrow, 
carotids  on  the  other.  To  the  for-  This  liberal  addition  to  the  human 
mer  of  these,  Messrs,  M.  and  A.  structure,  for  such  it  seems  to  be, 
answer,  that  when  the  blood  has  certainly  detracts  something  from 
passed  through  the  artificial  tube,  the  simplicity  of  the  theory,  and  is 
tiie  impression  is  received  by  the  rather  at  variance  with  that  singleness 
verves  above  and  conveyed  to  the  of  contrivance  in  nature's  works, 
brain.  This  suggestion,  while  it  does  which  they  are  elsewhere  disposed 
not  impair  the  force  of  Mageudie's  to  regard  as  one  of  their  chief  beau- 
experiment,  really  casts  a  shade  of  ties.  The  experiment  which  appears 
4oubt  on  their  own  ;  for  if  it  were  to  have  suggested  this  theory,  and  in 
so,  a  similar  effect  ought  to.  take  place  which  a  poisonous  substance  acted  in 
in  the  artery  of  the  animal  receiving  its  usual  time,  notwithstanding  the 
<he  noxious  blood  from  the  other ;  previous  division  of  the  spinal  mar- 
aud they  must  still  account,  on  their  row,  proves  either  that  the  effect  was 
own  theory,  for  the  fact  of  the  ani-  produced  by  absorption,  or  that  the 
mal  in  question  remaining  unaffected,  modus  operandi  is  unknown  to  us. 
Waving  this  objection,  however,  The  supposition  of  a  peculiar  struc- 
and  with  it  excluding  all  doubt  as  to  ture,  by  which  the  impression  was 
the  former  experiment,  the  latter  still  conveyed  to  the  brain,  is  just  equiva- 
falls  short  of  being  absolutely  eonclu-  lent  to  the  latter  alternative, 
sive.  It  seems  impossible  that  the  If  then  poisonous  substances  affect 
blood  should  have  passed  through  the  system  through  any  medium  ex- 
the  mutilated  extremities  of  the  ves-  cept  that  of  the  circulation,  the  nerves 
seU  on  one  side,  with  the  same  faci-  seem  to  offer  themselves  as  by  far  the 
Uty  that  it  traversed  the  perfect  arte-  most  probable  avenue  ;  and  this  sup- 
ry  on  the  other  ;  nor,  having  done  position  is  confirmed,  as  is  remarked 
so,  is  it  certain  that  being  formed  in  by  our  authors,  by  the  effect  of  me- 
the  vesseb  of  one  auimal,  it  ouglu  to  cbanical  and  chemical  agents  in  pro- 
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ducing  tetanus  and  coma.  lo  what 
proportion  of  cases  the  nerves  traos- 
iuit  the  poisonous  influence,  and 
whether  the  two  modes  often  exist 
conjointly,  are  points  not  easy  to 
decide.  Where  the  effect  is  produced 
with  great  rapidity,  it  seems  most 
natural  to  attribute  its  transmission 
to  the  nerves ;  but  it  is  difficult,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  say  what  is  the 
shortest  period  sufficient  for  the  pro- 
cess of  absfVrption  to  take  place,  or 
on  the  other,  to  explain  why  the  ef« 
feet,  if  conveyed  by  the  sentient 
nerves,  should  not,  like  the  sensa- 
tions themselves,  be  absolutely  in- 
stantaneous.*— The  subject  altogether 
is  a  curious  one,  and  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  report  to  our  readers  more 
ample  results  from  its  future  investi- 
gation. 


EXTIEPATION  OF  THE  UTERUi. 

This  operation  has  been  recently  per- 
formed by  a  French  Surgeon,  M.  Ra- 
cimer.  After  the  entire  organ  had 
passed  from  the  patient  into  the  hand 
of  the  operator,  the  epiploon  appear- 
ed at  the  gap  ;  on  being  pushed  back, 
however,  it  retained  its  proper  place. 
There  was  little  hemorrhage,  and 
this  was  arrested  by  a  few  ligatures. 
The  operation,  performed  with  the 
utmost  coolness,  occupied  but  twenty 
minutes.  A  convex  blunt-pointed 
bistoury  was  the  cutting  instrument 


used  by  the  Surgeon  ;  and  at  the  date 
of  the  report,  three  dHys  after  the 
operation,  the  patient  was  doing 
well.  The  pain  is  said  not  to  have 
exceeded  that  of  an  ordinary  labor. 


Debility  of  th€  Rectum, — A  dimi- 
nution of  thf^  power  iu  the  muscles 
which  act  on  the  rectum  in  expelling 
the  feeces,  is  a  complaint  of  very  com- 
mon occurrence,  and  being  attended 
with  the  symptoms  of  Stricture  of  the 
Rectunif  it  is  frequently  mistaken  fur  it. 
Several  cases  of  this  kind  have  lately 
cume  under  our  uoiice.— ifeJ.  6raz, 


Prussie  Acid. — This  article,  rec- 
tified from  calcined  sulphate  of  2iuC| 
has  been  found  by  M.  Schutz  to  re- 
tain its  qualities  3^  years. 


Premium, — The  Editor  of  this  pa- 
per b  authorized,  by  a  friend  to  the 
young  men  of  our  country,  to  give 
notice  that  a  Premium  of  Fifty  Dol- 
lars will  be  given  for  the  best  Essay, 
addressed  to  the  young  men  of  our 
Colleges  and  professional  Seminaries, 
dissuading  them  from  the  use  of 
wine,  spirits  and  tobacco;  the  Essays 
to  be  examiued  and  the  Premium 
awarded  by  Rev.  Drs.  Woods,  Ed- 
wards, and  Cornelius,  of  Aodover, 
Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  of  Boston,  and 
Prefessor  Silliman,  Yale  College, 
New  Haven.  The  Essays  must  bfi 
seut,  free  of  postage,  to  the  Editor 
of  the  Journal  of  Humanity,  Ando- 
ver,  Mass.,  by  the  1st  of  January, 
]  850 ;  each  Essay  to  be  accompanied 
with  the  name  of  the  author,  under 
seal. — Journal  of  Humanity* 


WEEKLY   HEPOET   OF    DEATHS  IN    BOSTON, 

ENDING  OCTOBER  2. 

Data.     Sex.  |  Age. 

DitetM. 

Date.  1  Sex.  |  Age.  |              Disease. 

8.26. 

M. 

61yri 

li»er  complaint 

M. 

12 

dropsy  in  the  head 

F. 

84 

apoplexy 

P. 

12 

do. 

26. 

F. 

12  mo 

hooping  cough 

F. 

16yrs 

cholera 

27. 

M. 

12 

eanlier  in  the  bowele 

M. 

12  mo 

F. 

43  yn 

coDsomption 

80. 

F. 

28 

dysentery 

28. 

M. 

42 

typhous  fevor 

F. 

9yrs 

typhous  rev«r 

F. 

42 

cancer 

M. 

22 

dysentery 

M. 

6ino 

measlee 

O.  1. 

M. 

86yrs 

unknown 

M. 

24  yn 

chronic  diarrhcsa 

F. 

10  mo 

marasmus 

F. 

2 

consumption 

2. 

M. 

16  d 

29. 

M. 

20d 

unknown 

F.  186 

dropsy 

M. 

80yri 

old  age 

M. 

14  mo 

dropsy  in  the  head 

Males,  18-females,  11.    Total,  24. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ANATOMICO- SURGICAL  DRAW- 
INGS, and  Descriptions  of  all  the 
Surgical  Operations,  accordiog^  to  the 
most  approved  methods.  Bjr  L.  J.  Vov 
BiBRKOwftKT.  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  volumes,  and  670  drawings 
«on  58  folio  plates. 

XXTXACTS  FROM  TBB  PROIPBCTVf. 

^  £ncoara|^  bjr  the  approbation  of 
<he  Medical  Profession,  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  a  work  under  the  present  title." 

^  This  work  contains  570  drawingfs,  on 
hU  plates  folio  ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  volumes  8vo.  a  concise  explanation 
«f  each  suigical  operation.  The  plates 
•exhibit  not  onlv  the  parts  interested  in 
operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
•size,  but,  what  is  much  more  important, 
arepresent  the  different  acts  or  stages  of  the 
whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de- 
lineations of  such  morbid  affections  as 
consttt  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi- 
tion, structure,  color,  icc  In  order  to 
afford  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
plates  will  be  Lithographic ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  perfect  accuracy,  en- 
gagements have  been  entered  into  for  their 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especial 
direction  of  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professors  of  the  University  of  that  city." 

A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plates,  is  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  CARTER  &  HENDEE,  who 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 

Subscribers  will  be  furnubed  with  the 
work,  and  the  first  impressions  of  the 
plates,  at  the  price  of  $^). 

The  subscription  list  will  be  open  until 
the  1st  of  November,  1829,  after  which 
period  the  price  of  the  work  will  be  raised 
tof  40. 

P.  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  sub- 
scribers the  work  will  be  issued  in  five 
Numbers,  at  $  6  each,  payable  on  deli- 
very.  Sept.  29.  ISSOSNID. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 
^  ^OPAIVA  may  be  given  in^this  form 

Vy  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart- 
ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach ;  and  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  large  doses  it 
does  not  purge.^ — PhiL  Jvumal  of  JUtd, 
SeUncu. 


See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  18th. 

SOROPKAV  LUBCHSl. 

An  excellent  lot  of  European  Leechee, 
which  will  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  price, 
or  applied,  in  any  part  of  Boston  or  in  the 
vicinity. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVIS,  188 
Washington  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  as 
at  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eoptf. 

CARTER  U  HENDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,—The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  Gborgk  Combb. 

From  t)u  Preface  to  the  American  edUum, 
">  Mr.  Combers  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  manj  within  a 
few  yean  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  mtellectua],  and 
physical  education.  This  u  not  fbimally 
done  under  so  manv  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  ao* 
thor,  and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 
^^  The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community.  • 

^*  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  knowm 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  dass 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or* 
der  with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  hesilth 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
briog  upon  him  premature  decay. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  cooi- 
munity.''  Sept.  8. 

A  TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C  .G.  HvFELAVD,  Physicaaa 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  b^ 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  ft  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 


PttUished  weekly,  by  Johv  Cottojt,  at  184,  WeaUnftoa  St.  eorner  of  FraakUa  8l,  to 
bom  aU  conaweaeations  must  be  addressed,  |Mslp«M.— -Priee  three  dollars  per  snaom.  iT 
id  in  sdrsaee,  tbrM  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  BMnths,  and  Ibar  dollars  iT 
The  pestage  lor  this  IS  the  same  as  for  other  aewspspers. 


paid 

■St  paid  within  Che  year, 
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OBSSRVATIONS   ON   OBLITERATION  OF 
THB    VAGINA. 

By  CfSAR  Hawkins,  Esq.,  Sai^eon  to 
St.  Georg^e^t  Hospital.* 

Catharine  H.,  a&t.  27,  admitted 
for  amenorrhosa,  with  the  followiog 
history :— In  November  last  she 
was  delivered  of  her  first  child, 
which  was  stillborn,  bj  means  of 
instruments.  She  sufiered  much 
durinp^  her  confinement,  and  was 
very  ill  for  some  time  afterwards, 
but  recovered  her  health  during 
the  month.  About  a  month  after 
her  confinementi  she  had  the  usual 
precursory  symptoms  of  menstrua- 
tion, but  no  discharge  of  the  secre- 
tion took  place  ;  and  each  month 
since  that  time  (the  last  being  the 
sixth  period  since  her  confinement) 
the  symptoms  have  returned  with 
increased  severity  at  each  succes- 
sive period.  She  has  much  pain 
in  the  hips  and  loins,  pain  and  bear- 
ing down  in  the  vagina,  sickness, 
slight  febrile  symptoms,  with  ge- 
neral disturbance  of  health.  The 
abdomen  swells,  and  is  tender « and 
painful,  and  she  suffers  much  from 
flatulence,  and  experiences  consi- 
derable difficulty  in  emptying  the 
bladder  or  rectum,  though  there 
has  been  more  or  less  difficulty  in 
passing  either  evacuation,  even 
during  the  intervals  between  the 
periods  of.  menstruation.      These 

Sfrmptoms  continue  for  nine  or  ten 
ays,  aiid  then  subside,  leaving  her 

39 


comparatively  well.  The  abdo- 
men, however,  has  not  lately  reco- 
vered its  proper  size  upon  the  sub- 
sidence of  the  other  symptoms,  but 
remains  considerably  swollen, 
though  less  than  during  the  men- 
strual periods.  She  did  not  auffisr 
much  after  her  confinement  from 
the  lacteal  secretion,  but  has  been 
constantly  obliged  to  use  liniments 
to  the  breasts,  as,  at  each  men- 
strual period,  the  breasts  enlarge 
and  become  painful,  and  milk  is 
secreted  in  such  quantity  as  to  es- 
ca|ie  from  the  nipples  even  without 
pressure. 

At  the  request  of  l)r.  Seymour, 
under  whose  care  she  was  admit- 
ted, I  examined  her,  and  found  the 
vagina  totally  obstructed  by  a  very 
firm  membrane,  drawn  in  and 
puckered  towards  the  centre,  and 
feeling  like  cartilage.  On  passing 
a  catheter  into  the  bladder,  the 
urethra  was  perceived  to  be  pu^h• 
ed  up  behind  the  pubes  as  if  1>y 
pressure,  so  as  to  require  the  point 
of  the  instrument  to  be  turned  near- 
ly perpendicularly,  instead  of  in  the 
usual  oblique  direction.  When 
the  water  was  drawn  oflT,  a  firm 
tumor  could  be  distinguished  by 
pressure  on  the  abdomen,  and  a 
considerable  prominence  could  also 
be  felt  by  the  finger  introduced  into 
the  rectum  beyond  the  point  of  ob- 
struction, though  no  distinct  sensa- 
tion of  fluctuation  could  be  felt  ei- 
ther at  the  obstructed  point  or  on 
the  abdomen,  nor  in  the  rectum. 
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for  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get 
him  to  take  anything  :  I  had  to 
force  his  mouth  open  with  a  knife- 
handle  every  time  I  gave  anything, 
to  the  serious  injury  of  bis  teeth, 
80  determined  was  he  to  take  no- 
thing. 

I  was  in  a  few  days  called  to 
several  cases.  Two  were  in  one 
family.  One,  a  white  child  of 
light  complexion  and  very  fat,  died 
in  twelve  hours  after  the  disease 
was  first  discovered.  I  concluded 
I  would  give  the  red  pepper  tea, 
salt  and  vinegar  a  fair  trial  :  I  ac- 
cordingly directed  it  to  be  made 
very  strong,  and  a  tablespoonful 
given  every  hour,  the  dose  to  be 
augmented  if  the  child  did  not 
swallow  the  whole  of  it,  and,  where 
the  case  was  very  bad,  to  be  given 
every  half  hour.  At  the  same  time 
I  directed  a  dose  of  calomel,  and 
kept  the  bowels  open  afterwards 
with  rhubarb  and  salt  of  tartar. 
After  this  I  scarcely  lost  a  case. 
Sometimes,  where  I  was  afraid  of 
the  purgative  effects  of  calomel,  I 
used  a  spirituous  solution  of  corro- 
sive sublimate,  as  an  alterative  ; 
and  although  I  have  been  frequent- 
ly prevailed  on  to  use  other  reme- 
dies, I  have  never  found  any  that  I 
could  rely  upon  but  the  red  pep- 
per, &c.,  and  the  calomel,  rhubarb 
and  salt  of  tartar. 

While  I  was  attending  to  a  case 
of  fever,  some  time  since,  a  young 
gentleman  in  the  house  informed 
me,  that  in  the  night  he  was  taken 
with  a  fever  and  a  kind  of  dryuess 
in  his  throat.  On  examination,  I 
found,  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
pharynx,  a  large  black  ulcer.  I 
directed  him  to  take  a  small  wine- 
glassful  of  the  infusion  of  red  pep- 
jjer,  &c.,  every  half  hour,  with  a 
dose  of  salts  ;  and  in  eight  hours, 
when  I  returned,  I  examined  the 
ulcer  ;   it  had  lost  its  slough  and 


looked  red,  and  it  got  well  in  a 
few  days.  I  have  seen  a  great 
many  cases  where,  after  the  sloughs 
began  to  come  off,  they  would  be 
coughed  up  in  bits  as  large  as  a 
man's  thumb  ;  and  in  some  cases  it 
would  be  six  months  before  the 
child  could  articulate  distinctly. 
I  have  been  called  in  consultation 
several  times,  and  every  case  that 
was  blistered  before  I  saw  it,  ter- 
minated fatally,  the  blister  taming 
black  with  the  ulcers.  In  many 
of  the  cases  that  I  have  seen,  there 
has  been  some  pustule  containing 
matter,  sometimes  on  the  under  lip 
or  chin,  sometimes  on  the  hands ; 
and  one  can  tell  the  color  of  the 
ulcer  by  the  color  of  that,  as  well 
as  by  examining  the  throat.  In 
children  that  are  very  fat,  of  light 
or  sandy  complexion,  the  disease 
runs  its  course  very  rapidly,  and 
is  more  apt  to  be  fatal.  I  have 
seen  many  cases  lost  by  parents 
and  physicians  supposing  it  to  be 
croup,  and  using  emetics  too  long. 
I  have  seen  many  cases  where  the 
child  would  run  about,  and  not  ap- 
pear, to  a  common  observer,  to  be 
ill  until  a  few  minutes  before  death. 
It  generally  goes  through  the  fami- 
ly of  children.  I  think  that  in 
white  children  it  is  more  fatal  than 
among  black.  Since  my  son  died, 
which  has  been  seven  years,  my 
children  have  been  remarkably 
subject  to  it ;  my  wife  says  we 
have  had  upwards  of  twenty  cases, 
some  of  them  very  bad,  in  our  own 
family. 

I  generally  direct  ten  or  twelve 
pods  of  red  pepper  to  be  cut  and 
put  into  a  piut  cup,  and  enough  hot 
water  poured  on  them  to  nil  the 
cup  half  full;  let  it  stendafew 
minutes,  then  add  a  tablespoon 
heaped  full  of  salt,  and  fill  up  the 
cup  with  strong  vinegar.  There 
are  sometimes  cases    where  the 
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throat  is  miich  swelled  on  the  out- 
side ;  in  those  oases  I  have  found  it 
best  to  repeat  ^he  calomel  more 
frequently  ;  and  I  have  frequently 
given  emetics  of  blue  vitriol  with 
advantage.  I  prefer  calomel  fin 
small  do^et ;  for  every  case  that  I 
have  met  with,  where  purgatives 
or  emetics  have  been  used  exten* 
sively,  has  proved  fatal.  Since 
the  first  season  that  this  disease 
prevailed  in  this  country,  it  has 
been  quite  common  every  year> 
but  was  scarcely  known  before. 


ir. 


LITBOTIUTY. 


The  Editor  of  the  London  MedU 
cal  Gazette  has  given  his  readers  a 
circumstantial  history  of  the  Litbo- 
tritic  process,  which  is  now  practised 
by  many  of  the  ablest  Surgeons  in 
Europe. — The  following  remarks  are 
extracted  from  this  history  : — 

A  SHORT  review  of  the  history 
of  this  process  may  not  be  nninter* 
esting  :  its  origin  is  curious.  It  is 
not  one  of  those  valuable  accessions 
to  science  and  the  public  good,  re- 
sulting, like  those  of  Watt  or  Davy, 
from  direct  reasoning,  or  a  wise 
adaptation  of  means  to  the  end;  nor 
was  it  immediately  hit  upon  by  a 
lucky  accident.  It  occupied  no 
portion  of  the  thoughts  even  of  its 
inventor,  when  he  began  the  course 
of  experiments  which  eventually 
terminated  in  its  contrivance.  His 
first  design  was  to  destroy  the  stone 
by  a  re-agent, — a  plan  which  had 
often  before  been  attempted  with- 
out success ;  but  in  endeavoring  to 
accomplish  his  purpose,  two  diffi- 
culties arrested  him  :  first,  the 
danger  of  injuring  the  bladder  by 
the  chemical  solvents  which  he 
should  employ  ;  and,  second,  his 


tgnorknce  of  the  chenucal  compo^ 
sition  of  the  material  on  which  he 
was  to  act.  In  order  to  overcome 
the  forhier,  M.  Civiale  thought  of 
introducing  a  purse  into  the  blad- 
der, by  means  of  a  tube,  through 
which,  on  securing  the  stone  in  the 
purse,  he  was  to  pour  in  his  power- 
ful solvents.  But  where  was  such 
a  purse  to  be  had  ?  It  should  be 
as  wonderful  in  its  properties  as 
that  of  f  ortunatus,r— it  should  be 
fine  and  flexible,  and  delicate  and 
capacious  :  and,  at  the  same  time, 
perfectly  proof  against  strong  che- 
mical agents.  Here  was  a  diffi- 
culty indeed  ; — no  substance  in  the 
animal,  vegetable  or  mineral  king- 
dom, seemed  adequate  to  the  pur- 
pose, and  the  project  was  conse- 
quently abandoned.  Yet  the  artist 
was  not  discouraged  by  his  failure: 
fortunately  he  proceeded  to  combat 
with  the  second  obstacle.  As  it 
was  requisite  to  procure  a  fpedmen 
of  the  stone,  it  was  obviously  ne- 
cessary to  introduce  some  instru- 
ment Uiat  should  break  ofi*  a  por- 
tion of  it,  without  wounding  the 
bladder.  Having  reason  to  think 
that  it  was  not  impossible  to  pass 
a  straight  sound,  four  lines  or  more 
in  diameter,  through  the  urethra, 
he  made  repeated  trials,  and  ulti- 
mately convinced  himself  that  it 
was  perfectly  jiracticable.  On 
this  principle  his  earliest  instru- 
ments were  constructed. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that 
M.  Civiale  all  this  time  never  en- 
tertained any  other  object  in  his 
experiments,  than  simply  to  pro- 
pure  the  specimen  for  which  he 
was  so  anxious  ;  and  that  the  idea 
of  lithotrity,  or  grinding  the  stone 
to  pieces,  did  not  once  occur  to 
him,  until  he  found  himself  obliged 
to  give  up  his  favorite  project  of 
the  purse. 

We  need  not  enter  into  a  detail 
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ef  the  saccesstve  changes  and  im- 
provements which  the  ingenious 
inventor  adopted  ib  bringing  his 
instruments  to  their  present  state 
ef  comparative  simplicity  and  per" 
fection  ;  we  shall  merely  observe 
that  the  six  elastic  branches  ori* 
ginally  employed  are  now  reduced 
'  to  three,  and  that  the  liihiitTittwr, 
or  perforator,  in  all  ordinary 
cases,  is  armed  with  teeth,  which 
are  set  to  work  on  the  calculus 
by  means  of  a  drill.  In  ten  or 
fifteen  mimite^  an  expert  operator 
demolishes  a  stone  of  the  common 
size, — that  is  to  say,  one  of  about 
18  or  20  lines  in  diameter. 

One  very  obvious  advantage 
of  the  new  method  we  must  not 
pass  unnoticed.  It  is  well  known 
that  persons  afflicted  with  calcu* 
lus,  alarmed  at  the  danger  of  be^ 
ing  cut,  procrastinate  and  put  off 
the  evil  day,  and  endore,  for 
years  together,  the  most  exqui- 
site torture,  rather  than  submit 
to  the  knife  ;  while  the  stone, 
meantime,  is  acquiring  additional 
bulk  and  complexity  of  character. 
All  this,  we  suspect,  will  be  ma« 
terially  altered  when  the  new 
process  comes  to  be  better  known; 
patients  will  have  recourse  to  it 
in  an  earlier  stage  of  the  com* 
plaint,  and  their  cure  will,  of 
course,  be  proportionably  easy. 

The  objections  made  to  this 
method  are  met  by  the  following 
answers:—!.  The  introduction  of 
straight  sounds  is  no  longer  debate- 
able  :  experience,  both  ancient 
and  modern,  has  proved  it  practi- 
cable  beyond  a  question  ;  and  it  is 
demonstrable  a  priori  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  structure  and 
direetion  of  the  urethra.*  2. 
The  expansive  property  of  (hat 

»  See  Artiussat'i  Memoir  on  the  practi- 
pability  of  effacing  the  currature  of  the 
urethra  bj  straig'ht  soonds. 


paasage  very  soon  permits  the  in* 
troduction  of  straight  tubes,— 
three,  four,  or  even,  five  lines  io 
diameter.  3.  The  pain  is,  ia  ge- 
neral, very  inconsiderabie ;  and 
where  it  proves  severe,  this  is 
dependent  on  disease  of  the  blad* 
der  or  neighboring  parts  :  nervoos 
excitement  there  may  certainly 
be  in  many  cases ;  but  if  these 
objections  have  any  force  against 
litho(ri/y,  they  apply  still  mora 
strongly  to  lithotomy.  4*  The 
treatment  is  not  tedious;  and  even 
if  it  were,  perhaps  many  would 
think  it  preferable  to  be  under 
the  hands  of  a  lithotritist  for  two 
months,  than  for  two  minutes  un- 
der the  knife  of  tbe  most  expert 
lithotomist.  5.  On  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  operator  is  compe- 
tent (as  should  always  be  suppos- 
ed in  every  operation),  there  is 
no  danger  in  the  process  of  litho* 
trity  :  an  awkward  operator,  in- 
deed, might  do  mischief  through 
a  want  of  address  ;  but  the  same 
objection  might  be  made  even  to 
phlebotomy  itself,  which  in  unskil- 
ful hands  has  been  productive,  as 
every  body  knows,  of  very  griev- 
ous consequences.  Nor  is  there 
better  ground  for  other  objections, 
such  as  alleged  chronicjoflamma* 
tions  of  tbe  urethra  or  bladder, 
&c.,  leaving  behind  pieces  of 
stone,  or  other  calculi  untouched: 
such  charges  shoald  be  matter 
for  testimony,  bat  they  have  ne- 
ver been  supported  by  either  facts 
or  experience. 

Le  Roy,  Heurteloup,  Amus- 
sat,  and  others,  have,  from  time 
to  time,  suggested  alterations  and 
additions,  by  way  of  improvement, 
in  the  litbotritic  apparatus  ;  but 
the  instruments  employed  by  Ci- 
viale  appear  to  us  to  be  the  most 
simple,  and  we  are  great  admir- 
ers of  simplicity  in  the  construe- 
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tfOM  «f  inl^kal  apparaliif.  Tiifl 
march  aT  i«»pr»?eiiient,  it  «iay  be 
obterv^A)  baa  erer  beeo  from 
what  if  mora  complicated  to  what 
ia  leas  to  ;<^-Hiat«re  herself  is  the 
mother  of  siroplicitj. 

Ia  eotichiaioO}  we  ihiak  our 
readers  will  agree  with  us,  that 
the  iogeaious  coutrivaoce  of  M. 
Civiale  is  deserving  of  approba- 
lioQ.  Our  French  friends,  in  the 
eharactierislic  style  of  complin 
meot,  bave.proBounced  it  ^ gloria 
etue  pour  la  chirurgie  Francaise, 
honorable  pour  son  auteur,  et  con- 
sonante  pourrhumanit^.'  It  may 
be  equally  characteristic  (per- 
haps natioaal)  in  us,  not  to  be 
dazsled  with  the  glorj  of  the  io- 
ventioQ  ;  but  we  are  not,  at  the 
aarme  time,  blind  to  its  merits. 
Wtlh  all  due  respect  for  the  Aca* 
demy  of  Sciences,  and  for  the 
names  of  Chaessier  and  Percy, 
^  «tre  cannot  elevate  ourselves  to 
raptures.  We  are,  in  plain  terms, 
disposed  to  qualify  our  meed  of 
praise  from  the  consideration  of 
oae  or  two:  circumstances.  It  is 
to  be  observed,  in  the  first  in- 
atance,  that  the  lithotritic  process 
is  available  in  none,  but  cases  in 
which  the  stone  does  not  exceed 
a  certain  bulk  ;  and  this  is  allows 
ing  much,  as,  in  fact,  it  is  admit- 
ting it  to  be  available  in  all  ordi* 
nary  cases.  Its  machinery,  how* 
ever,  is  so  complicated,  compared 
with  the  simple  instrumeats  com* 
monly  employed  in  lithotomy  (now 

r  reduced  almost  to  the  prisca  stm- 
plieiUu  of  the  apparatus  minor)  ^ 
that  our  anticipations,  we  otuat 
confess,  are  considerably  damped; 
and,  indeed,  some  of  the  instru* 
raents  which  we  have  seen  ap'^ 
peered  not  altogether  free  from 

I  the  risk  of  portions  of  them  break- 
ing off  during  the  process  of  grind* 


ing  the  stone,  and  thus  remaining 
in  the  bladder.  The  success  of 
the  operation,  besides,  mainly  de- 
pends on  the  extretne'  familiarity 
of  the  operator  with  bis  itistru^ 
oien^  ;  though  much  of  this-  eb-* 
jection.  will  be  removed,  no  doubt;^ 
vrhef)  the  processes  better  niidttt** 
atood.  The'  manipulation,  is  so 
differenl  from  that  required  in 
ordinary  eperatiojis,that  our  most 
experienced  surgeons  will  feel 
some  awkwardness  when  they 
first  attempt  it ;  and  we  have 
heard  that  M.  Dupuytren  made 
trial  of  it  in  the  Hotel'  Dieu  with'^ 
out  being  successful.  Any  decidr 
ed  opinion,  indeed,  must  be  given 
cautiously  :  it  bears  upon  it  the 
fascinating  stamp  of  novelty  ;  it 
promises  a  great  good,  but  it  has 
yet  to  undergo  the  rigid  test  of 
time.  Claims  it  unquestionably 
has,  and  strong  ones  too,  upon  our 
notice  ;  and  we  are  happy  to  find 
that  it  is  being  tried  in  oar  hospi- 
tals, where  its  merits  will  soon 
be  put  beyond  dispute. 

We  have  spoken  of  M.  Ci«- 
viale.,  throughout  these  remarks, 
as  the  true  inventor  of  litholrity  : 
such  is  our  persuasion.  He  was 
indisputably  the  first  who  made 
known  to  the  public  the  possibi* 
lity  of  performing  such  an  ope* 
ration  ;  whether  be  %tas  the  first 
who  ihimght  of  its  feasibility  we 
will  not  decide :  but  be  it  re* 
membered  that,  it  was  not  until 
be  had  pu6KsW  his  experiments, 
that  other  competitors  for  the 
honor  of  the  invention  made  their 
appearance.  We  cannot  stay 
to  moralize  on  the  fate  of  most 
originators  of  useful  projects  ; 
but  we  suspect  that  M.  Qivial^ 
must  be  content  to  await'  tran* 
quilly,  though  confidently,  a  tardy 
decision  upon  his  claims. 
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ON   CARBONATE   OF   AMMONIA. 
By  DAffiSL  B.  Smith. 

Thb  Tolatilitj  of  this  salt  readers 
il  extremely  difficult  to  .preserve 
uniojured  in  vessels  that  are  ocea^ 
siooaily  opened  to  the  air.  When 
in  its  perfect  state^  it  iscomi^osed 
of  one  atom  or  twenty-two  parts 
of  carbonic  acid,  and  one  atom  or 
seventeen  parts  of  ammonia. 
There  is,  besides  this  salt,  ano- 
ther combination  of  carbonic  acid 
and  ammonia,  containing  two  at- 
oms of  acid,  or  forty-»foar  parts, 
and  one  atom,  or  seventeen  parts 
of  alkali.  This  salt,  which  is  the 
bicarbonate,  has  no  smell  and  less 
taste  than  the  carbonate.  It  is 
formed  when  the  latter  salt  is 
exposed  in  powder  to  the  air. 
The  carbonate  of  ammonia  of 
commerce  is  now  obtained,  in 
great  part,  from  the  tarry  liquid 
obtained  in  the  distillation  of  coal 
gas.  It  is  sublimed  in  moderate- 
ly hard  semi-transparent  cakes, 
which  are  brittle  and  white.  By 
exposure  to  the  air,  part  of  the 
alkali  soon  escapes  ;  it  loses  its 
strong  smell  of  ammonia,  and  is 
gradually  converted  into  the  ino* 
dorous  bicarbonate.  So  rapid  is 
the  progress  of  this  change,  that 
it  is  seldom  we  meet  with  the 
article  in  our  shops  which  is  not 
more  or  less  injured  by  it.  The 
first  sign  of  the  loss  of  alkali,  is 
the  efflorescence  on  the  surface, 
which  gradually  extends  till  the 
whole  crystalline  mass  is  altered. 
It  is  from  this  cause  that  we  have 
so  much  difficulty  in  pleasing 
those  \Tho  are  particular  about 
the  quality  of  their  ^^  smelling 
salts.'* 

A  .  preparation,  called  ^^  the 
Preston  smelling  salts,^'has  with- 
in a  few  years  been  introduced 


from  England,  and  has  deservedly 
been  much  sought  after.  The 
manufacturers  have  wisdy  put  it 
up  in  very  wide-imoatbed  bottles, 
which  enable  one  toinhale  a  much 
larger  quantity  of  ammonia  at 
once,  and  thus  increase  the  appa- 
rent strei^th  of  the  salt.  But  it 
has  other  qualities  to  recommend 
it,  than  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
put  up  for  sale.  It  retains  its 
color  for  a  longer  time  and  wastes 
more  slowly  than  the  -common 
smelling  salts. 

It  was  generally  believed,  when 
the  article  was  first  brought  here, 
that  its  superiority  was  owing  to 
the  sublimation  being  made  at 
once  into  the  bottle,  so  as  to  avoid 
any  loss  of  ammonia  by  unneces- 
sary exposure  to  the  air.  An 
examination,  however,  will  satisfy 
any  one  that  the  salt  is  cry9ial' 
lized^  and  not  sublimed.  The 
superior  compactness  and  hard- 
ness of  a  crystalline  over  a  sub- 
limed salt,  are  great  advantages 
in  so  volatile  a  substance  as  the 
carbonate  of  ammonia ;  and  to 
this,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  good 
qualities  of  the  Preston  salts  are 
to  be  attributed^ 

The  salt  may  he  crystallised 
with  great  facility  in  the  winter 
season.  The  plan  which  I  have 
followed  is  to  dissolve,  in  a  pint 
of  pure  aqua  ammonise,  a  pound 
and  a  quarter  of  the  crystalline 
carbonate  of  ammonia,  with  a 
gentle  heat. 

By  exposing  this  to  a  freezing 
temperature^  crystals  of  the  car- 
bonate of  ammonia  will  be  obtain- 
ed, the  size  and  hardness  of  which 
will  depend  on  the  length  of  time 
which  they  require  to  crystallize. 
I  use  the  aqua'  ammboiie  as  a  sol- 
vent to  secure  the  formation  of 
salt  with  the  minimum  of  acid. 

I  recommend  to  those  apothe- 
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caries  who  wish  to  procure  an  respects    equal   to  the    Preston 

excellent  carbonate  of  ammonia,  smelling  salts,  at   one-eighth   of 

to  adopt  this  process,  which  will  the  price  which  the  latter  costs 

furnish  them  with  a  salt  in  all  us. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  20,  1829. 


DKLIRIUM  TREMENS. — ^KCOICAL 
JUaiSPEUDENCB. 

Dr.  Deake,  of  the  Western  Journal, 
mentions  a  late  trial  hefore  the  Su* 
preme  Court  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  of 
an  indiYidoal  about  fifty  years  of  age, 
and  the  father  of  a  large  family,  who, 
during  an  attack  of  delirium  tremens, 
had  murdered  h»  own  wife,  by  cut- 
ting  through  her  neck  with  a  narrow 
axe,  which  serered  the  spinal  co- 
lumn and  caused  instant  death. 

'<It  appeared  from  the  testimony," 
says  Dr.  D.,  *^  that  for  sereral  years 
he  had  been  subject  to  occasional 
fits  of  intoxication,  which  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  time  bad  been  follow- 
ed by  Mania  a  potUf  which  general- 
ly lasted  for  several  days,  and  went 
off  spontaneously.  In  these  parux<* 
ysms  be  had  the  physical  and  moral 
symptoms  which  usually  characterize 
that  malady.  The  former  were, 
great  tremors  of  the  hands,  a  pale 
face,  red  eyes,  and  sometimes  a  co- 
pious perspiration,  even  when  ex- 
posed half  naked  to  a  cold  atmos- 
phere. The  moral  phenomena  were, 
disordered  perceptions  of  sight  and 
hearing,  so  that  he  often  insisted  that 
he  saw  himself  surrounded  by  snakes 
and  other  reptiles,  or  by  armed  men 
who  sought  to  kill  him  ;  or  supposed 
he  heard  strange  sounds  of  trumpets, 
or  vocal  music,  or  conversation  of 
which  he  was  the  subject,  and  the 
object  of  which  was  mischief  to  him- 
self. He  was  thus  filled  with  appre- 
heusion  for  his  safety,  and  sometimes 
ran  about  the  village  at  night,  rs  if 
attempting  to  escape  from  bad  per- 
sons who  were  pursuing  him.     On  a 


certain  night,  he  made  so  niach  cla- 
mor as  to  excite  the  idea  of  several 
men  engaged  in  a  riot.  At  another 
time,  in  his  own  house,  he  concealed 
himself  between  the  feather  and  the 
straw  bed,  where  he  was  almost  suf- 
focated. On  another  occasion,  he 
was  found,  after  dark,  standing  in 
the  street  without  shoes  or  hat,  and 
had  described  around  him  a  circle  in 
the  dust,  and  declared  that  if  any  one 
entered  it,  that  person  would  kill  him. 
At  other  times  he  would  peep  from 
his  window,  and  poiut  his  gun,  as 
for  defence,  against  imaginary  per- 
sons, who  were  approaching  to  seize 
him.  Again,  he  would  fancy  that 
two  armies  were  engaged  in  battle, 
and  that  he  must  join  one  of  them. 
In  all  his  paroxysms  he  had  so  great 
a  degree  of  wa(chfulness,'as  to  sleep 
little  or  none  for  several  nights  in 
succession.  But  bis  prevailing  ma- 
niacal conception  was,  that  his  wife 
was  in  a  combination  with  three  of 
his  neighbors,  one  of  whom  was  his 
son  by  a  former  wife,  and  that  they 
had  conspired  against  his  life.  Of 
these  men,  when  they  were  not  in 
his  presence,  ho  was  afraid.  In  the 
paroxysms  he  was  accustomed  to 
charge  his  wife  (unfoundedly  in  the 
opinion  of  witnesses)  with  a  criminal 
intimacy  with  these  persons.  He 
even  threatened  to  kill  her  if  she  did 
not  desist,  and  had  been  heard  to 
utter  this  threat  when  he  was  thought 
by  one  of  the  witnesses  to  be  rational. 
<<  On  the  Sunday  before  the  mur- 
der he  drank  freely,  and  was  intoxi- 
cated, in  which  condition,  as  usual, 
he  was  quiet,  dull,  and  disposed  to 
lie  in  bed.  Monday,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  presented  nothing  spe- 
cial.    On   Wednesday   evening   he 
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complained  to  a  neighbor  of  feeling 
unwell,  and  asked  his  son's  assistance 
in  the  performance  of  some  necessary 
manual  labor  for  his  family.  He 
seemed  to  the  witness  to  be  rational. 
Buring  the  night  he  slept  none,  and 
complained  of  cram'p  in  his  stomach. 
The  next  morning  his  family  thought 
him  crazy,  but  were  not  alarmed,  as 
they  were  accustomed  to  such  at- 
tacks* In  the  course  of  the  day  he 
took  an  axe  on  his  shoulder,  and 
v^alked  rapidly  to  the  house  of  a 
neighbor,  whom  he  desired  to  go 
luinie  with  him,  saying  they  wanted 
to  kill  him  ;  and  about  the  same  time 
he  told  another  of  the  supposed  con- 
spirators that  he  had  overheard  his 
wife  and  him,  that  morning,  whisper- 
ing about  taking  his  (witness's)  life.  . 
<<  He  spent  the  day  at  home,  in 
the  midst  of  his  family,  apparently  in 
agitntion  and  terror,  but  said  he 
would  not  hurt  any  one,  and  did  not 
wish  to  be  hurt.  In  addition  to  the 
nxe,  which  he  placed  under  the  bed, 
where  it  was  often  kept,  he  provided 
a  scythe,  which  he  brought  into  the 
bouse.  He  manifested  jealousy  of 
his  wife,  and  told  her  to  act  better, 
for  she  had  already  caused  the  death 
of  thirty  thousand  men.  He  fancied 
that  the  persons  of  whom  he  was 
jealous  were  in  the  loft  manufactur- 
ing ropes  to  hang  him,  and  going  up, 
returned  and  said  he  had  cut  the 
ropes  to  pieces,  and  brought  down 
the  fragments  with  him,  though  he 
bad  nothing  in  his  bands.  In  the 
course  of  the  afternoon,  he  fastened 
both  the  doors  of  his  house.  At  the 
usual  time  bis  wife  went  out  to  milk, 
and  he  barred  the  door  after  her. 
On  her  return  he  fastened  it  again. 
She  was  seated  near  the  fire,  and  he 
was  walking  the  room.  At  length 
be  took  the  axe  from  under  the  bed, 
and  suddenly  gave  the  fatal  blow, 
following  it  up  with  two  others  on 
the  face.  H  is  oldest  daughter  caught 
tlie  Instrument,  which  be  yielded  up, 
and  then  seized  the  scythe,  with 
which  he  attempted  to  strike  her. 
She  defended  herself  with  a  chair, 


till  the  smaller  children  hariDg  open* 
ed  the  door,  she  made  her  escape. 
He  took  his  youngest  child  in  his 
arms,  and  sat  down  by  the  window. 
The  child  exclaimed,  <  mamma 
bleeds!'  which  he  said  made  hin 
feel  bad.  When  his  neighbors  ar- 
rived immediately  afterwards,  he 
gave  himself  up,  acknowledged  what 
ho  had  done,  said  he  knew  he  would 
be  hung  for  it,  but  that  he  ought  to 
have  done  it  nine  months  sooner ; 
and  that  if  he  had  it  to  do  again,  he 
would  strike  two  blows  where  he 
only  struck  one.  Talked  so  ration- 
ally that  many  of  the  witnesses  could 
not  believe  him  deranged.  Evinced 
no  dread  of  punishment  for  his  crime, 
but  was  still  in  great  apprehension 
from  the  persons  who,  he  bad  be- 
lieved, intended  to  kill  him.  Was 
glad  that  he  had  defeated  their  cal- 
culations. On  his  way  to  the  city  to 
be  committed  to  jail,  talked  rational- 
ly and  composedly  about  his  affairs, 
and  on  various  subjects ;  but  fre- 
quently asked  the  guard  if  they  did 
not  hear  sweet  sounds  of  different 
kind^  and  on  being  answered  in  the 
negative,  insisted  that  he  could  not 
be  mistaken.  After  being  commit- 
ted he  became  regular,  and  expressed 
his  regret  at  what  he  had  done." 

The  defence  set  up  was  insanity. 
He  was,  however,  found  guilty  vf 
murder,  and  condemned  accordingly. 
We  shall  not  attempt  to  follow  Dr. 
Drake  in  his  excellent  remarks  on 
this  case  ;  but  present  to  our  readers 
such  a  view  of  tlie  subject  as  has 
been  suggested  to  us  by  the  perusal 
of  them,  and  by  such  other  inquiries 
as  we  have  been  enabled  to  make. 

The  law  which  holds  the  madmaa 
exempt  from  the  punishment  of 
crimes  committed  Under  the  influence 
of  his  derangement,  is  obviously 
founded  in  reason  and  humanity. 
This  imUMinity,  however,  does  not, 
according  to  (he  common  law,  extend 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


B08T01V  MEDICAL  AND  8UR0ICAL  JOURNAL. 


569 


to  the  dninkeo  man  who  commits  m 
crime  while  under  the  excitement  of 
liquor*  There  are  several  reatons 
for  the  severity  of  the  law  on  this 
point,  some  of  Which  respect  the 
criminality  of  the  evil  doer,  and  oth- 
ers have  a  priaoipal  reference  to  the 
secnrity  of  the  public  We  will  en*» 
deavor  to  present  these  to  our  read- 
ers in  a  distinct  form. 

1.  Drunkenness  is  itself  a  crime, 
and  he  who  alleges  it  as  an  excuse, 
attempts  to  take  advantage  of  his 
own  wrong.  **  The  law,**  says 
Blackstone,  <^  will  not  suffer  any  man 
to  privilege  one  crime  by  another." 
The  language  of  Lord  Coke  on  this 
point  is  still  stronger.  ^  The  drunk- 
ard," says  he,  <*  is  volnntarius  dae- 
mon, and  whatever  ill  he  doth,  his 
drunkenness  shall  aggravate  it. 
Nam  omne  crimen  ebrietas  et  incen- 
dit  et  detegit." 

2.  The  drunkard  deprives  himself 
of  reason,  knowing  that  when  so  de- 
prived, he  is  liable  to  commit  vio- 
lence on  the  persons  of  others.  The 
first  crime,  therefore,  includes  the 
consequences  which  result  from  it. 
Such  :s  the  language  of  the  Roman 
law  :— <*  Culpi  non  carent,  quod  ine- 
briari  se  passi  sint."  And  again  i*— 
*<Quid  quod  nee  dolo  careant," — 
they  cannot  even  be  acquitted  of  evil 
intention, — <*si  non  simplicite  rebrii, 
id  est  tales, qui  prefer  consuetudioem 
vino  capti  sunt,  dum  suas  aut  vini 
vires  ignorabaut,  aot  inviti  compelle- 
bantur  cum  sti^nois  peria  bibendo 
facere  $  sed  vel  ebriosi,  qui  ignari 
Don  sunt  quo  mere  solsant  vino  victt, 
vel  etiam  insolentes,  qui  banc  ub 
causam  largius  bibunt,  ut  audentius 
in  injuriam  eant." — Voet  in  Fandec* 
tas  XL VIII.  10. 1. 


S.  If  the  law  were  otherwise^ 
drunkenness  might  be  pretended,  io 
order  to  commit  crime  with  impuDity, 
and  a  fraud  of  this  nature  could  not, 
without  great  difficulty,  be  detected* 

4.  The  same  state  might  volonta- 
rily  be  incurred,  for  the  double  pur- 
pose of  exciting  the  courage  to  com- 
mit m  crime,  and  of  escaping  its  pe- 
nalties ;  and  thus  the  hardened  villain 
would  bo  furnished  with  direct  means 
to  elude  justice.  Such  is  the  cha- 
racter of  the  wretches  described  by 
the  author  above  quoted  ;  *^  insolen- 
tes, qui  bane  oh  causam  largius  bi* 
bunt,  nt  andacios  in  injuriam  eant.'* 

Two  general  propositions,  then, 
are  involved  in  the  law  on  this  sub- 
ject : — 1.  That  in  using  liquor  to  ex- 
cess, knowing  its  possible  conse- 
quences, the  drunkard  makes  himself 
answerable  for  these  consequences. 
2.  That  the  public  welfare  requires* 
that  he  should  be  held  thus  answera- 
ble. We  have  then  to  consider  the 
correctness  of  these  principles  in 
themselves,  and  their  application  to 
the  case  of  delirium  tremens. 

1.  If  it  be  true,  then,  that  he  who 
indulges  in  liquor  makes  himself  res- 
ponsible for  all  its  effects,  the  maniac 
a  potu  can  no  more  claim  immunity, 
than  he  who  acts  under  the  immedi* 
ate  influence  of  intoxication.  We 
cannot  escape  this  conclusion  by 
saying,  that  the  delirium  in  question 
is  a  remote  and  distinct  effect  of  the 
indulgence  ;  that  it  occurs  as  the  se- 
quel of  long-continued  and  repeated 
excess  ;  or  that  it  often,  nay  general- 
ly, happens  in  consequence  of  with- 
drawing the  very  stimulus  to  which 
the  drunkard  is  accustomed.  It  is 
still  among  the  effects  of  this  vice ; 
an  evil  which  subsists  in  virtue  of 
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iotemperance,  and  which  would  not  freely  confess  that  sach  m  sentimeot 

subsist  without  it.     If,  then,  in  the  seems  to  us  to  violate  the  plainest 

phrl&nsy  of  his  delirium^  the  unfortu-  dictates  of  humanityy  and  we  are  not 

iiate  subject  of  it  commits  murder,  aware  that  it  is  sanctioned  by  the 

this  too  was  among  those  possible  laws  of  any  civilized  nation, 

consequences  of  his  original  excess,  2.  Are  the  considerations  of  ez- 

for  which  he  made  himself  responsi-  pediency,  on  which  the  drunken  man 

ble.     But  is  it  not  obvious  that  this  is  made  responsible,  equally  applica- 

mode  of  reasoning  proves  too  much  ?  hie  to  the  subject  of  mania  a  potu  ? 

Suppose  the  druilkard  to  have  passed  The  reasons  for  the  law,  arising  out 

through  the  successive  paroxysms  of  of  these  considerations,  are,  as  above 

ebriety,  and   even    the    short-lived  mentioned,    the    ease    with    which 

mania  of  delirium  tremens,  without  drunkenness  may  be  simulated,  and 

committing  any  serious  act  of  via-  the  possibility  of  its  being  actually 

lence  on  the  persons  of  his  fellow-  induced  for  the  sake  of  committing 

men.     A  darker  doom  now  awaits  crime.    Neither  of  these  reasons  has 

him.     The  repeated   shocks   which  any  application  to  the  case  of  deli- 

hls  reason  has  received  have  finally  rium  tremens.     With  regard  to  the 

overpowered  it.     He  becomes  per-  first,  we  venture  to  assert,  that  there 


manently  insane,  and  while  in  this 
state,  commits  an  outrage  on  the 
person,  or  takes  the  life,  of  some 
one  unhappily  exposed  to  his  fury. 
Would  it  be  said  that  the  action  was 
not  excused  by  his  insanity,  because 
he  brought  that  insanity  ou  himself? 
Such  an  argument  never  could  be 
listened  to  with  patience,  either  with- 
in a  court  of  justice  or  without  it. 
By  the  late  reports  of  madhouses  in 
England,  it  will  be  seen,  that  a  very 


is  no  form  of  mania,  the  counterfeit- 
ing of  which  is  attended  with  more 
serious  difficulty  than  the  one  id 
question.  It  is  a  disease  induced  by 
peculiar  causes,  and  accompanied 
and  marked  by  appropriate  symp- 
toms, some  of  which  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible to  simulate.  It  is  a  disease 
which  comes  on  slowly,  with  grada- 
ally  increasing  violence,  until  it  ar- 
rives at  its  acme,  which  often  does 
not  happen  for  many  days.     The 


considerable  proportion  of  their  in-  task  of  one  who  should  attempt  to 

mates  have  become  so  from  this  in-  counterfeit  its  gradual  progress  and 

dulgence.     All  these,  then,  are  mo-  its  eventual  paroxysm,  is  beyond  al- 

ral  agents,  and  responsible  for  the  most  any  efiort  of  deception  which 

crimes  they  perpetrate.     Nor  is  this  the  mind  can  conceive.    To  suppose, 

all.     The  victim  of  gaming,  of  de-  then,  that  it  would  be  feigned  by  one 

bauchery,  of  unnatural   crime,   are  intending  to  commit  an  outrage,  as 

equally  in  this  sense  the  authors  of  the  most  convenient  means  of  doing 

their  own  misfortunes ;  and  shall  we  so  with  impunity,  is  utterly  extrava- 

add  to  this  the  imputation  of  guilt,  gant.    As  respects  the  second  rea- 

when  their  phrenzy  has  inspired  them  son,  we  hold  it  still  less  i^plicable 

to  the  commission  of  acts,  in  their  to    the    case    under    consideration, 

nature  violent'  and  unlawful  ?     We  This  state  could  not  be  induced  at 
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the  will  of  the  intentional  criminal ; 
Dor  if  it  coald|  and  th6  zeal  of  the 
iodividoal  was  sufficient  to  Induce 
him  to  hazard  his  life  in  such  a  pro* 
ject,  could  it  be  subjected  to  bis  con- 
trol, and  made  subsei'vient  to  his 
views.  The  notion  of  design^  there* 
fore,  in  its  production,  is  entirely  too 
absurd  for  serious  refutation. 

But  if  it  is  said  we  must  j^ave  the 
maniac  a  potu  to  have  been  actually 
insane,  in  order  to  entitle  htm  to  the 
consideration  claimed,  the  demand 
is  unquestionably  reasonable  and 
just.  Whether  the  prisoner  was  or 
was  not  so,  in  any  particular  case,  is 
matter  of  evidence,  and  must  be  de- 
cided by  proper  testimony.  In  re- 
gard to  this  point,  there  is  an  impor- 
tant distinction,  which  has  been  often 
made,  and  which  is  laid  down  with 
sufficient  precision  by  Dr.  Drake, 
Unless  it  appear  in  evidence  by  the 
actions  of  the  prisoner,  that  in  regard 
to  a  particular  subject  or  train  of 
ideas,  his  reason  was  actually  per. 
verted,  and  farther,  that  the  murder) 
or  other  outrage,  was  the  consequence 
of  this  particular  perversion, — was 
committed  in  accordance  with  the 
false  premises  and  erroneous  notions 
thus  adopted, — unless  both  these 
points  were  clearly  made  out,  he 
should  be  held  guilty.  On  all  but 
the  particular  subjects  of  his  phreuzy, 
the  maniac  is  a  moral  agent,  and 
responsible  to  the  laws ;  and  if  be 
perpetrates  a  criminal  action,  aware 
of  its  nature,  and  conscious  of  the 
outrage  he  commits,  he  makes  him- 
self a  subject  for  the  penalty  of  these 
laws. 

We  would  add  one  remark,  which, 
though  not  essential  to  the  argument, 


will  tend  to  illustrate  still  more 
strongly  the  distinction  between  de- 
lirium tremens,  and  the  paroxysm  of 
intoxication.  It  has  been  said  that 
drunkenness  does  not  impair  th9 
judgment,  except  as  it  inflames  the 
passions,  and  exhibits  them  in  a  true 
though  stronger  light.  As,  then, 
violent  passion  from  moral  causes 
furnishes  no  excuse  for  the  actions 
committed  under  its  influence,  simi- 
lar excitement  from  a  physical  cause 
ought  to  be  viewed  in  the  same  light. 
'<  Cbrietas  omne  crimen  incendit  et 
detegii,*'  and  if  the  drunkard  is  only 
exbibitiog  his  true  character,  stripped 
of  the  disguise  which  in  his  sober 
intervals  he  is  able  to  throw  over  it» 
he  is  not  the  less  a  moral  agent,  and 
answerable  for  his  conduct.  Some- 
thing  like  this  is  a  strain  of  argument^ 
adduced  seriously,  we  premmey  by 
the  learned  commentator  on  the 
Pandects  before  quoted.  ^  Etsi  vero 
tale  propositum  talisque  machiuatio 
praemeditata  non  est  in  illis,  qui  im* 
petu  peccant,  non  tamen  dolus  in 
universum  deest;  nam  et  homicida 
impetu  peccat,  non  modo  cum  justi 
Bed  et  cum  injusti  doloris  impetu,  et 
sub  irse  motu  ad  csedem  procedit."-— 
Voet  XLVIIL  10.  1. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the 
soundness  of  this  philosophy  in  view 
of  the  ebrioos  paroxysm,  it  is  evident 
that  it  does  not  at  all  apply  to  the 
subject  of  delirium   tremens.      He 
exhibits  nothing  of  that  exaggerated 
state  of  the  passions,  of  that  bolster-       i 
ous  violence  which  marks  the  drunk-       | 
en  man ;   he  is  timid,  watchful  and       | 
jealous  ;  and  much  more  disposed  to 
apprehend  injury  from  others,  than 
.wantonly  to  inflict  it  on  them.     Such 
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was  the  state  of  the  iodWidual  io  the 
case  alluded  to,  and  surely  there  is 
nooe  which  renders  a  man  more  tru* 
\y  and  deservedly  an  object  of  com* 
passion. 

Judging  of  the  case,  then,  on  these 
principles,  we  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  the  act  of  the  prisoner 
was  the  act  of  a  madman.  The  idea 
which  constantly  presented  itself  to 
Jiis  mind,  was  that  of  a  plot  formed 
against  his  life,  which  placed  him  in 
continual  and  imminent  danger.  Un- 
der this  delusion,  he  threatened  his 
wife  with  speedy  punishment,  if  she 
^did  not  desist  from  her  purpose. 
From  these  premises  he  drew  the 
conclusion,  that  ihe  destruction  of 
his  supposed  enemies  was  an  act  of 
self-defence,  and  on  this  conclusion 
lie  acted;  No  case  of  mania  could 
be  more  perfect  in  all  its  parts,  or 
present  a  stronger  claim  to  forbear* 
ance  and  mercy. 

We  conclude,  then,  that  the  law 
which  makes  the  drunken  man  res- 
ponsible for  his  actii^ns  is,  both  in  its 
-principle  and  its  policy,  wholly  inap- 
plicable to  the  case  of  the  maniac  a 
potu  ;  and  that  the  latter  is  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  which  madness, 
under  any  circumstances,  can  confer 
oo  its  unhappy  subject.  We  would 
add  what  we  cdnstder  an  equally  im- 
portant inference,  that  the  treatment 
of  this  form  of  mania  ought  to  be  re- 
gulated on  the  same  principles  as 
that  of  any  other.  The  case  above 
cited  is  a  melancholy  proof  that  ma- 
niacs of  this  description  require  the 
constant  vigilance  of  friends^  to  pre- 
vent them  from  doing  mischief  to 
themselves  or  those  near  them.  We 
are  satisfied  that  the  amount  of  care 


bestowed  is  in  many  iostancas  who!* 
ly  insufficient,  and  that  great  hazards 
are  frequently  incurred  from  Indulge 
ing  the  notion  that  the  subjecU  of 
this  delirium  are  altogether  harmlesa. 
There  are  two  rules  in  regard  to 
persons  in  this  situation,  which  ought 
to  be  rigidly  adhered  to  ;  one,  that 
they  be  never  suffered  to  go  abroad 
alone — and  secondly,  that  they  should 
never  be  left  in  the  care  of  female 
relatives.  That  both  these  precau- 
tions are  often  neglected  with  impu- 
nity, we  are  well  aware ;  but  this  by 
no  means  disproves  the  existence  of 
the  danger ;  and  the  occurrence,  in  a 
single  instance,  of  the  horrible  con- 
sequences above  related,  affords  a 
warnieg  which  we  hope  will  not  be 
disregarded. 


silliman's  journal. 

We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
last  No.  of  this  amporlaot  and  useful 
work.  It  is  truly  a  most  splendid 
production.  We  are  not  io  the  ha- 
bit of  using  superlatives,  but  without 
them  we  can  give  no  opinion  of  the 
work  before  us.  We  rejoice  to  learn 
that  the  late  appeal  of  the  Editor  to 
the  public,  has  been  the  means  of 
adding  250  names  to  iiis  subscription 
list ;  and  that  the  Journal  will  now 
be  continued.  A  periodical  which 
does  so  much  honor  to  the  country, 
ought  not,  however,  to  be  b|u-ely 
supported.  Two  hundred  subscrib- 
ers more  would  complete  the  num* 
her  of  1000,  with  which  the  work 
might  go  on  without  embarrassment, 
and  a  liberal  compensation  alloived 
for  the  able  productions  it  sends 
forth  into  the  world  of  science. 
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SMELLING  BOTTLBS. 

There  are  few  persons  who  have 
not  noticed  that  within  a  few  months 
smelling  bottles  of  a  new  form,  and 
eontainiDg  salts  of  a  fine  flavor,  have 
been  foand  in  the  shops  of  our  apo* 
thecaries.  An  account  of  these  salts 
is  given  on  our  566ih  page,  in  an 
article  extracted  from  the  Journal  of 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Phar* 
macy. 

This  new  periodical  appears  to 
be  conducted  with  great  ability  by  Dr. 
Benjamin  CUis,  of  Philadelphia,  assisi* 
ed  by  other  professional  gentlemen. 
It  contains  a  deal  of  pharmaceutical 
intelligence,  of  great  value  to  Pbysi« 
eians  as  well  as  Apothecaries  ;-->bnt 
of  the  latter,  there  ought  not,  we 
hope  there  will  not  be  one  in  the 
country  who  does  not  avail  himself 
of  the  information  contained  in  this 
work. 


ANATOMICAL  DISSECTION. 

The  following  remarks  appeared  in 
a  late  No.  of  the  Boston  Teavbller. 
They  evince  a  degree  of  light  tn  the 
mind  of  the  Editor, — like  evidences 
of  which  we  would  gladly  see  in  the 
conductors  of  all  our  newspapers. 
The  sentiment  has  been  often  ex- 
pressed in  this  Journal,  that  a  better 
policy  in  the  laws  respecting  dissec- 
tion must  begin  with  the  people ;  and 
when  we  see  Editors  of  newspapers 
and  other  popular  publications,  com- 
ing forward  with  wise  and  enlighten- 
ed  views  on  this  subject,  we  cannot 
but  believe  that  the  people  generally 
will  soon  be  better  informed,  and 
think  and  feel  and  act  as  becomes 
those  who,  as  indiniduals,  are  deeply 
and  personally  interested  in  the  cul- 


tivation of  a  correct  knowledge  of 
human  anatomy  ; — a  knowledge,, 
without  which  there  can  be  no  such 
thing  as  medical  or  surgical  skill, — 
without  which  disease  must  get  the: 
better  of  our  remedies,  and  the  livea 
of  our  patients  must  be  sacrificed  to 
common  accidents,  and  comparative*- 
ly  trivial  disorders. 

^  So  much  excitement  and  strong 
prejudice  has  been  created  in  va- 
rious places  by  the  disinterment  of 
bodies  recently  deceased  for  ana- 
tomical purposes,  that  all  friends 
of  good  order  and  reasonable  law 
will  willingly  aid  in  preventing  among 
us  tho'growth  of  a  body  of  individu- 
als, whose  chief  busiuess  shall  be  to 
violate  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead. 
In  Europe,  as  recent  shocking  nar- 
ratives have  proved,  owing  to  a  want 
of  some  legal  mode  of  providing  suf- 
ficient supplies,  or  to  some  other 
cause,  a  band  of  resurrectionists  has 
grown  up,  composed  of  the  most 
reckless  and  hardened  wretches,  who 
have  not  hesitated  to  commit  murder 
to  prosecute  their  unhallowed  purpose. 

<<  That  the  slightest  encouragement 
may  not  be  extended  to  body  steal- 
ers,— that  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead 
may  be  preserved  inviolate,  and  the 
feelings  of  the  living  be  spared  a 
pang,  the  State  Medical  Society  have 
earnestly  applied  themselves  ^io 
consider  if  any  change  can  be  effect- 
ed in  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth, 
in  relation  to  human  dissection."  A 
vigilant  committee  has  been  appoint- 
ed, and  a  circular  on  the  subject  has 
been  printed  and  sent  to  physicians 
generally,  throughout  the  State.  It 
is  expected  ihe  subject  will  in  some 
way  come  before  the  l^islature,  at 
iu  next  session,  and  a  petition  be 
presented  for  a  change  of  its  existing 
statutes. 

^^  Some  of  the  representatives  have 
imbibed  the  popular  prejudice,  and 
would  view  with  something  like  hor- 
ror auy  legal  provision  for  favoriug 
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the  dissections  of  the  schools.  But 
we  are  convinced  there  is  no  alter- 
native, in  ord»r  to  obviate  the  diffi- 
culties and  dangers  which  now  op- 
pose the  practical  study  of  Anatomy, 
and  to  preserve  the  poace  of  indivi- 
duals and  of  society  ;  and  therefore 
hope  the  gentlemen  of  the  Legisia* 
ture,  before  their  next  session,  will 
give  the  subject  due  attention,  and  if 
possible  divest  themselves  of  that 
feeling  which  has  blinded  the  com- 
munity to  the  importance  of  the  de« 
sired  knowledge,  and  retarded  the 
progress  of  medical  science  in  this 
country.'* 


Phlegmasia  Dolens. — Dr.  Lee,  of 
Argyll  Street,  a  sound  and  experienc- 
ed pathologist,  and  one  of  the  most 
rising  accoucheurs  in  the  metropolis, 
has  published  a  paper  in  the  last  vo- 
lume of  the  Medico-chirurgical 
Transactions,  which  at  length  com- 
pletely proves  this  formidable  disease 
to  depend  on  an  inflammation  in  the 
large  veins  of  the  groin.  But  we 
understand  that  this  excellent  physi- 
cian has  gone  considerably  further, 
and  that  he  is  in  possession  of  the 
history  of  a  fatal  case,  with  the  pre- 
paration, which  demonstrates  beyond 
doubt  that  the  inflammation  origi- 
nates in  the  veins  of  the  uterus,  and 
from  them  spreads  to  those  of  the 
groin. 

This  important  discovery  very  sa- 
U'sfactoriiy  accounu  for  the  violent 
fever  and  other  symptoms  which  at- 
tend the  disease.— -G^oz.  of  Health. 

Partiai  Palsy  cured  by  Stryck' 
nia  locally  applied.^The  subject  of 
this  case  was  an  habitual  drunkard, 
aged  36  years.  He  had  lost  the 
power  of  the  left  forearm  and  hand 
ten  days  previously.  The  sensation 
of  the  parts  was  perfect,  but  the  mo- 
bility much  impaired.  There  was 
no  headach.  Over  a  vesicated  sur- 
face on  the  back  of  the  forearm, 
one-eighth  of  a  grain  of  strychnia 
was  sprinkled.  The  dose  of  the  me- 
diciue  was  iacreased  by  doubling  the 


quantity  every  day,  until  it  amounted 
to  one  grain,  after  which  a  fourth  of 
a  grain  was  to  be  added.  The  im- 
provement was  manifest  from  the 
second  week,  and  the  patient,  with- 
out having  experienced  any  uneasy 
symptom,  was  dismissed  cured  at  the 
end  of  five  weeks  from  the  com-, 
mencement  of  the  treatment. 

In  another  patient,  aficcted  with 
paralysis  of  the  flexor  muscles,  and 
diminished  sensation  of  the  right  leg, 
a  cure  was  efl*ected  in  the  course  of 
six  weeks. — N.  A.  Med.  4*  Surg.  J. 

Pregfiancy  after  Amputation  of 
the  Cervix  Uteri. — M.  Lisfraoc  an« 
nouoced  to  the  Academy  of  Medi* 
cine  that  two  other  females  (Vide 
N.  A.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Vol. 
H.  p.  14  and  420)  who  were  preg- 
nant after  amputation  of  the  neck  of 
the  uterus,  have  been  happily  deli- 
vered at  the  full  period  of  utero- 
gestation.  One  who,  anteriorly  to 
the  operation,  had  very  rapid  labors, 
was  in  labor  forty-eight  hours :  iq 
the  other,  who  was  in  labor  for  the 
first  time,  two  hours  of  pain  were 
sufficient  for  the  expulsion  of  the 
foetus.  No  bad  consequences  result- 
ed, and  the  health  of  each  female 
was  excellent. — Journ.  Generate, 


Adhesion  of  the  Placenta  to  the 
Head  of  the  Foetus, — From  the 
Nouv.  Bibliotheq.  for  May,  we  leara 
that  M.  Lauray  has  transmitted  to 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine  the 
details  of  the  following  case  :— A  la- 
bor being  fortunately  terminated  by 
turning  the  fcetus,  which  had  present- 
ed an  arm,  the  placenta  was  found 
adherent  to  the  hairy  scalp  of  the 
child.  The  head  was  flattened  at 
its  anterior  and  superior  part,  where 
the  OS  frontis  was  wanting.  A  pro- 
jection of  the  brain,  covered  by  the 
iuteguments,  was  noticed  in  the  situ* 
ation  of  the  right  eye,  which  last  was 
wanting.  There  was  a  hare  lip,  &c. 
&c.  The  infant  lived  thirty-two 
hours.  No  attempt  was  made  to 
separate  the  placenta  from  the  head,  to 
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which  it  adhered  to  some  extent,  to 
the  fore  part,  to  the  left  and  to  the 
ceotre  (top)  of  the  hairy  scalp.  No 
explanation  was  offered  either  as  to 
the  cause  or  manner  of  the  adhesion. 
The  liquor  amnii  had  flowed  in  ahun- 
dance  a  short  time  before  the  ac- 
couchement;  and  gestation  was  not 
attended  by  any  remarkable  circum- 
stance.— iV.  A.  Med.  4*  Surg.  Jour, 

Punctured '  Wounds, — Dr.  James 
Fountain,  of  Westchester,  NewYork, 
believing  that  a  state  of  irritation  al- 
ways precedes  the  state  of  inflam- 
mation in  punctured  wounds,  main- 
tains that  the  treatment,  immediately 
after  the  accident,  should  be  predi- 
cated on  this  principle,  which  he 
says  experience  confirms.  Hence 
he  advises  local  and  general  stimuli : 
of  the  former,  he  prefers  heat  with 
moisture.  A  tobacco  poultice  is 
particularly  recommended. — N.  Y, 
Med.  and  Phys,  Journal, 


leeches,  is  a  well  established  fact. 
In  1825,  M.  Derheims,of  St.  Omer, 
ascribes  the  almost  sudden  death  of 
them,  at  the  approach  of  or  during 
storms,  to  the  coagulation  of  the 
blood  of  these  creatures,  caused  by 
the  impression  of  the  atmospheric 
elasticity.  This  opinion,  which  at 
that  time  was  the  result  of  theory^ 
he  confirmed  in  the  month  of  March 
last,  by  direct  experiment. — Ann, 
des  Sciences  d*Obsertjation, 


Wound  of  the  Brachial  Artery, — 
Mr.  Smith,  Surgeon  to  the  Bristol 
Hospital,  details  two  cases,  and  al- 
ludes to  two  others,  in  which,  under 
well  regulated  pressure,  a  wound,  by 
a  lancet,  of  the  brachial  artery  heal- 
ed, no  aneurism  being  formed.  In 
these  cases  the  vein  was  not  punc- 
tured.—Jfec^tca-  Chirur,  Rev, 


Crystallixation  of  Iodine, — Dur- 
ing the  course  of  his  researches  on 
the  combinations  of  Iodine  and  Ar- 
senic, M.  A.  Plisson  has  ascertained 
that  Iodine  crystalKaes  in  acute  oc^ 
tahedrons  and  in  rhomboids,  and  thai 
it  may  be  obtained  under  those  two 
forms,  by  exposmg  ioduretted  bydri- 
odic  acid.  He  also  remarked  that 
iodine  assumes  rhomboid  a  1  forms  in 
the  upper  part  of  a  flask,  in  which 
ioduret  of  arsenic  has  been  kept. — 
Ann.de  Chim, 


Mortality  anumg  Leeches  during 
Storms, — That  atmospheric  changes 
have    a    remarkable    influence    on 


The  Color  of  the  Sea — is  ascribed 
by  Sir  Humphry  Davy,  in  part  at 
least,  to  the  presence  of  iodine  and 
bromine,  which  its  waters  certainly 
contain,  and  which  result  perhaps 
from  the  decomposition  of  marine 
vegetables.  These  two  substances, 
dissolved  in  a  small  quantity  of  wa- 
ter, give  a  yellow  tint,  and  this  tint, 
mingled  with  the  blue  tint  of  pure 
water,  may  produce  the  sea  green. — 
Scdmonia, 


WBBKLY   REPORT   OF   DEATHS  IN   BOSTON,  ENPINO  OCTOBER  9. 


Date.  1  Sei  Age.  |              Disease.                     ) 

Date.    Sex  Age.  j              Disease. 

Oct.  1. 

M.  18  iDO  measles                                   | 

F. 

12  mo  measles 

M.  14 

lung  fever 

M. 

5yrs     do. 

2. 

F.24d 

infantile 

6. 

F. 

66       consumption 

F.i  8  mo 

dropsy  in  the  head 

F. 

8        measles 

8. 

F.'  2yrs 

convulsions 

F. 

6  mo  convulsions 

4. 

M.66 

dropsy 

F. 

7      llung  fever 

M.:21.2 

unknown 

7. 

M. 

5yrs  measlea 

M.  45 

do. 

F. 

12mo!     do. 

F.  96 

old  age 

M. 

19      1     do. 

M.  15  mo 

in&ntile 

F. 

62yrs  unknown 

F.  40yrs 

consumption 

M. 

82       scarlet  fever 

M.l  2d 

8. 

M. 

24      'unknown 

M.'26yrs 

typhous  fever 

F. 

consumption 

6. 

F.|  21-4 

9. 

F. 

22  mo  inflammation  in  the  bowels 

F.,T7 

old  ace 

M.l  6  w  'unknown                                ' 

Males,  14-Femalcs,  16.    Total,  80. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 

*'  /^OPAIVA  may  be  piren  in  this  form 
\y  without  the  least  inconveoience. 
Neither  commuDicating  taste,  nor  impart- 
in|^  odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach  ;  and  I  am  informed 
bj  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  iai^  doses  it 
docs  not  purge.^^PAt7.  Journal  of  Mtd, 
Sciences, 
See  an  article  in  this  Journal^  Au^ •  18th. 

OIL  or  BLACK  PBPPBR. 

This  is  a  much  more  active  preparation 
of  Piperine.  One  drop  u  fuUj  equal  to 
six  grains  of  the  latter.  It  b  a  valuable 
adjunct  to  Quinine,  One  or  two  drops, 
added  to  six  frains,  will  greatly  incraaae 
.the  efficacy  of  that  medicine. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JAR  VIS,  188 
WashiD|(ton  Street,  where  PhysiciaDs  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  as 
a|  any  place  in  Boston. 

log.  25.  eoptf. 

LEECHES,  CHIRAYITA  HERB, 

EBCNEZER  WIGHT,  46  Milk  Street, 
has  made  such  arrangements  as  will 
•enable  him  to  be  constantly  supplied 
irith  the  genuine  M^tcintU  Leech,  He 
has  no^  on  hand  some  of  rery  large  size, 
and  in  prime  order. 

Just  received,  by  late  arriFals,  a  few 
pounds  of  Chirayiia  Heth^ — Concentrated 
Compound  Decoction  of  SartapariUa^ — 
Laurel  Water,— Silver  Wire  Tooth  Brush- 
es, from  the  manufactory  of  James  Prout, 
of  London. 

Also,  from  the  manufactory  of  She{>- 
herd,  oif  London,  the  following  variety  of 
Medicated  Lotenget^  viz.  : — Coltsfoot — 
Rhubarb— Soda— Tolu— •Heartburn— Pa- 
regoric— Magnesia — Steel — Camomile — 
Nitre — Cayenne— Opium — Fniit^Ginger 
— Ann  iseed— ^Ipecacuanha— -Lemon — 
Rose — Peppermint  and  Sulphur. 

%*  Strict  personal  attention  paid  to 
Physicians^  prescriptions,  and  family  me- 
dicines. Oct.  6.  eop. 

MORBID  ANATOMY. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  re- 
ceived,—The  Morbid  Anatomy  of 
the  Stomach,  Bowels  and  Liver;  illus- 
trated by  a  Series  of  Plates  from  Drawings 


after  Nature,  with  explanatory  letter 
press,  and  a  Nummary  of  the  Symptoms 
of  the  Acute  and  Chronic  Affections  of  the 
above-named  Oigans.  By  Johw  Arm- 
STROJtQ,  M.U. 

The  above  work  will  be  completed  in 
six  numbers,  at  $6,00  each.  Three 
numbers  are  already  published.  8a^ 
script  ions  received  by  C.  in  H. 

Oct.  6.  2am3m 

A  TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  CO.  HuFELAVD,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Boasquet,  by 
Charlet  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  Just  receired 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  k  HENDE& 
Sept.  8. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  jast  pidn 
lished,— The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  Gkorgk  Combr. 

From  the  Profmu  to  the  Jimenean  tdiiwm. 

^^  Mr.  Combers  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all^bsorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  an- 
ther, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illua- 
trations,  have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

^^The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

'^  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  ndvel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  modi 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  oi^ 
der  with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity,*^ Sept.  8. 
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HISTORY  OF  PANACEAS  AND  NOS- 
TRUMS. 

A  NOSTRUM  is  commonly  a  specific 
for  ope  disease  or  a  panacea  for 
all,  and  its  virtues  are  always  at- 
tested by  the  most  solemn  facts. 
It  promises  to  preserve  health 
without  breach,  or  to  extend  life 
without  limit.  The  chief  excep- 
tion to  these  merits  is,  that  disease 
and  death  are  still  brought  into  the 
world,  and  that  nostrum-takers 
have  hitherto  forborne  to  attain  to 
the  longevity  of  Methusalem. 
These  magnificent  pretensions  have 
been  assigned  to  agents  of  every 
quality  in  nature,  from  the  insipi- 
dity of  cold  water  to  the  hot  pun- 
gent intensity  of  mustard  seed. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First, 
the  universal  virtues  of  the  magne- 
Heal  caps  were  set  forth  in  a  *'Com- 

Sindious  Declaration,"  by  John 
vans,  Rector  of  Lyttleton-\ipon- 
Severn,  who  made  them  himself  of 
antimony,  and  sold  them  in  Mar- 
tin's-lane.  Like  the  Rev.  Caleb 
Carrington,  present  vicar  of  Berke- 
ley, and  inventor  of  the  ^^  Life 
Pills,"  he  combined  the  vender  of 
a  nostrum  for  the  preservation  of 
the  body,  with  the  holy  offices  of 
the  priest  for  the  salvation  of  the 
soul.  The  preamble  to  a  quack 
advertisement,  of  the  ^same  centu- 
ry, prefers  this  curious  compliment 
to  the  English  :— ''  Whereas  the 
(leople  of   England,  through  the 

37 


moistness  and  mutability  of  their 
M^  foulness  of  diety  and  disposition 
to  excessive  drinkingj  are  subject 
to  rheumatisms,  &c."  Guester's 
^^  Practical  Piety"  might  have 
been  expected  in  an  age  when  Praise 
God  Barebones  and  the  saints  of 
1641, — like  the  spiritual  Quixote 
of  the  Select  Cushion,  and  •the 
Evangelicals  of  our  own  tin^s,-— 
deafened  the  air  with  clamors  for 
Hudibrastic  devotion. 

The  warming  stones  of  the  same 
epoch,  more  modest  in  their  pre* 
tensions,  claimed  the  curing  of  all 
agues,  colds,  deafness  and  tooth- 
ach. 

The  reign  of  Charles  the  Second 
abounded  with  quackery.  The 
witty  libertine,  Rochester,  who 
had  studied  physic  in  his  youth, 
spoke  a  very  humorous  address  to 
the  mob  in  the  character  of  a 
stage  qpack,  which  is  still  pre- 
served  in  his  works. — In  1734, 
Wardh  pills  acquired  great  repute. 
The  able  eicposures  of  Dr.  Turner 
exhibited,  by  facts  and  reasonings, 
<*  the  murderous  effects  of  violent 
vomiting  and  purging,  in  all  cases 
and  constitutions," -of  which  they 
were  productive.  The  basis  was 
tartar  emetic  ;  a  remedy  of  the 
highest  value  when  given  with  dis- 
crimination. This  nostrum  was  a 
revival  «of  the  pills  of  a  Dr.  Rus- 
sell, of  Holborn,  who  first  sold 
them  at  one  shilling  a  piece,  a 
much  greater  price  than  is  given 
now  for  any  patent  medicine,  when 
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the  value  of  money  ^'s  less.  Ward 
maintained  the  reputation  o  !^-' 
nostrums  bj  the  common  practice 
of  all  curemongers  and  quack.s — 
puffiug  the  one  case  in  which  they 
had  done  good^  out  of  the  ten  in 
which  they  had  caused  Ike  most 
serious  mischief.  His  brother  first 
tried  them  on  dogs  in  the  Fleet, 
and  of  several  dog- patients,  one 
only  recovered.  Ward  contended 
for  the  undeniable  proof  of  twelve 
years  success  with  them,  professed 
experience  being  always  the  pretext 
with  this  clcus  of  persons^  and  as- 
cribed the  decrease  in  the  bills  of 
mortality  to  the  amount  of  3171 
persons,  after  the  great  mortality 
of  •1734,  to  his  pills  and  drops. 
But  <he  Grub-street  Journal,  a 
weekly  paper,  habituated  to  the 
exposure  of  the  quackery,  promul- 
gated his  failures,  and  declared 
that  Ward's  ''  sugar  plums"  had 
**  worked  so  furiously,"  that  they 
had  ^^  destroyed  many  infant  child- 
ren,"— a  common  effect  of  emetic 
tartar  on  infant  constitutions,— ^and 
done  execution  in  every  part  of  the 
great  city  of  London,  and  made 
great  havoc  among  adults,  until 
they  were  analynd. 

The  efficacy  of  nostrums  gene- 
rally ceases  with  the  exppsure  of 
their  composition.  The  country 
is  much  indebted  to  Paris,  for 
having,  in  his  Pharmacologia,  pub- 
lished analyses  of  the  nostrums  of 
the  present  day. — A  young  woman, 
who  had  taken  Ward's  pills  for 
three  days,  '*  fell  to  screaming, 
and  crying  out  of  intolerable  pain 
in  her  stomach  and  intestines,  de- 
claring the  pills  had  killed  her,  and 
died  the  day  following."  Swift, 
then  in  the  vale  of  years,  but  in 
full  repute,  as  "  the  wittiest  man 
in  Europe,"  threw  his  triumphant 
ridicule  into  the  contest,  In  a  paro- 
dy of  Ward's  advertisement  of  bis 


worm  paste,  in  whicli,  of  course, 
Ward  had  endeavored  to  prove 
worms  to  be  an  universal  disease. 
But  another  maintained  that  ^'tbe 
abilities  of  the  great  quack  were 
too  well  known  to  be  blasted  by  a 
slanderour  pen  ;  that  his  killing 
with  one  drop  proved  him  to  be  a 
greater  artist ;  and  that  quacks,  in 
populous  states,  if  great  ones, 
should  always  be  chartered." 
Ward  excited,  indeed,  much  hu- 
mor and  squibbling,  oilen  of  a  po- 
litical mixture,  masked  under  his 
name,  and  Pope  d  d  not  disdain  te 
exert  his  powers  against  this  popu- 
lar fraud  and  imposture. 

The  Abb6  Bayeux,  about  1730, 
gave  celebrity  to  hot  water  in  all 
diseases,  and  cured  ^^  dropsies, 
asthmas,  colics,  and  other  bad 
complaints,"  after  ''  all  the  physi- 
cians had  condemned  them,",  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  an  English- 
man^ who,  after  ^*  spending  an 
income  upon  bark  and  advice,  re- 
covered after  goin?  to  France  to 
have  his  throat  tickled  with  a  fea- 
ther, and  drink  hot  water."  Of 
course,  he  imputed  nothing  to  tra- 
vel, change  of  air  and  scene,  and 
the  encouragement  of  hope,  whicli 
dispose  the  c9bstitution  to  recove- 
ry ;  and,  in  fact,  constitute  almost 
the  sole  efficacy  of  watering  places. 

Previously,  in  1723,  John  Smith, 
C.  M.,  and  Ralph  Thoresby,F.R. 
S.,  and  John  Hancock,  Rector  of 
St.  Margaret's  Lothbury,  London, 
Prebendary  of  Canterbury,  and 
Chaplain  to  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  had  published  two  es- 
says on  "  The  Curiosities  of  Com- 
mon-water," and  "  Common-water 
the  best  Cure  for  Fevers."  These 
tracts,  and  several  others  on  the 
subject,  ran  through  four  and  even 
six  editions.  Smith  declared  that 
"  forty-four  years'  experience," — 
for  facts  and  experience  are  oever 
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wanting  in  these  concerns, — ^^  had 
confirmed  the  stupendous  effects 
thereof  ;'*  and  that  it  might  truly 
be  styled  ^'  an  universal  remedy, 
since  the  diseases  it  either  prevents 
or  cures  may  have  this  remedy 
applied  to  all  persons,  and  in  ail 

S laces  where  men  do  inhabit. '^ 
!ut  Hancock,  the  other  doctor 
divine,  candidly  confessed  ^*-  that  it 
was  a  little  out  of  his  way  to  write 
on  physic,  but  that  he  was  not  the 
first  man  who  had  writ  a  book  o/a 
subject  he  knew  little  0/ (p.  100)." 
In  consequence  of  these  clerical 
essays  on  physic,  '^  the  whole  na- 
tion run  a  madding  after  cold  wa- 
ter in  every, temper,"  till  at  last, 
up  starts  a  merry  fellow,  by  the 
name  of  Gabriel  John,  who  exposed 
the  water-doctors  in  such  a  ludi- 
crous but  witty  manner,  that  from 
that  time  the  custom  dwindled  and 
grew  out  of  use. 

QuicA^iber,  which  had  been 
prescribed  by  Sir  John  Nicholas 
butler,  a  very  eminent  physician 
in  James  the  Second's  reign,  and 
had  cured  '^  a  lunatic  and  a  swal- 
lower  of  worsted  and  other  trash," 
next  came  into  general  favor  about 
17S0  :  but  the  history  of  this 
quackery  must  be  reserved^  for 
another  number. 


II. 

PHENOMENA  CONNECTED  WITH   RESPI- 
RATION. 

The  force  of  a  healthy  chest's 
action  in  blowing  is  equal  to  about 
onepound  on  the  inch  of  its  surface; 
that  is  to  say,  the  chest  can  con- 
dense its  contained  air  with  that 
force,  and  can  therefore  blow 
through  a  tube  the  mouth  of  which 
is  two  feet  under  the  surface  of 
the  water.  In  sucking  or  draw- 
ing in  air,  the  power  is  nearly  the 


same. — In  both  these  actions,  it 
is  possible  to  use  the  cavity  of 
the  mouth  separately  from  that 
of  the  chest;  and  the^mouth  being 
smuller,  with  stronger  muscles 
about  it  in  proportion  to  its  size, 
it  can  act  more  strongly.  Some 
men  can  suck  with  the  mouth  so 
as  to  make  nearly  a  perfect  va- 
cuum, or  to  lift  water  nearly 
thirty  feet.  In  using  the  blow- 
pipe, an  expert  operator  can  keep 
up  an  uninterrupted  blast  by  shut- 
ting the  mouth  behind  while  he 
inhales,  and  replenishing  it  as  is 
required  in  the  intervals. 

In  coughing^  the  glottis^  or  top 
of  the  windpipe,  by  a  curious 
sympathy  of  parts,  is  first  closed 
for  an  instant,  during  which  the 
chest  is  compressing  and  condens- 
ing its  contained  air,  and  on  being 
then  opened,  a  slight  explqsion, 
as  it  were,  of  the  compressed  air 
takes  place,  and  blows  out  any 
irritating  matter  that  may  foe  in 
the  air-passages;  just  as  the  burst 
from  the  chamber  of  an  air-gun 
discharges  its  bullet. — This  shut- 
ting of  the  glottis  to  allow  the 
compression  of  the  air,  and  its 
subsequent  opening  to  allow  the 
discharge,  may  occur  at  very  mi- 
nute intervals,  and  many  times 
for  one  fill  of  the  chest,  as  is  in- 
stanced in  hooping  cough. — The 
action  of  cough  is  often  produced 
by  irritation  from  a  cause  which 
cannot  be  removed  by  cough,  as 
inflammation  of  the  chest  or  tu- 
bercles ;  or  even  by  irritation  ia 
a  distant  part,  as  when  children 
are  teething,  or  when  the  stomach 
is  overloaded. 

Sneezing  is  a  phenomenon  re- 
sembling cough,  only  the  chest 
empties  itself  with  great  violence 
at  one  throe,  and  chiefly  through 
the  nose,  instead  of  through  the 
mouth,  as  in  coughing.     The  irri- 
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tation  that  produces  sneezing  is 
generally  in  the  nose  ;  but  as  in 
the  case  of  cough,  sneezing  may 
occur  from  distant  sympathies  ; — 
witness  that  from  worms  in  the 
bowels. 

Laughing  consists  of  quickly 
repeated  expulsions  of  air  from 
the  chest,  the  voice  being  heard 
with  them  ;  but  there  is  never 
complete  closure  of  the  entrance 
to  the  windpipe,  as  in  coughing. 

Crying  ditlers  from  laughing 
almost  only  in  (he  circumstance 
of  the  intervals  Between  the  gusts 
of  air  being  longer.  Children 
laugh  and  cry  in  the  same  breath, 
and  it  is  often  difficult  to  mark 
the  moment  of  change. 

Hiccough  is  the  sudden  stopping 
of  a  strong  inspiration  at  its  com* 
mencement. 

In  straining  to  lift  weights,  or 
to  make  any  powerful  eflTort,  the 
air  is  shut  up  in  the  lungs,  that 
there  may  be  steadiness  and  firm* 
ness  of  the  person.  At  such  a 
time,  by  the  compression  and  con- 
densation of  air  around  the  heart 
and  large  bloodvessels,  the  blood 
is  determined  violently  outwards 
from  the  chest,  and  often  rises  to 
the  hjBad,  with  force  that  pro- 
duces giddiness,  or  even  apoplexy ; 
—the  eye  will  become  suddenly 
bloodshot,  from  a  small  vessel 
giving  way  during  straining  ;  and 
leech-bites  will  break  out  afresh. 
— The  force  of  this  pressure  out- 
wards is  measured,  as  already 
stated,  by  a  column  of  about  two 
feet  of  blood  ;  and  this  is  there- 
fore the  measure  of  the  additional 
arterial  and  venous  tension  in  the 
body  generally. 

Suffocation  is  the  name  given 
to  what  happens  when  the  supply 
of  air  to  the  lungs  is  in  any  way 
prevented.  The  blood,  not  then 
refreshed  by  the  approach  of  the 


air,  rises  to  the  brain  unfit  for  its 
purpose,  and  confusion  of  thought 
is  immediately  produced,  soon 
followed  by  convulsion  and  death. 

When  that  happens  from  me- 
chanical obstruction  at  the  narrow- 
entrance  of  the  windpipe,  a^  in 
croup,  by  the  tenacious  films 
throvTn  off  from  the  inflamed  lin- 
ing of  the  air-passages,  life  may 
be  saved  by  making  a  new  en-^ 
trance  for  air  through  the  wind- 
pipe lower  down  in  the  neck,  and 
keeping  it  free  by  a  little  tube 
inserted,  until  the  obstruction 
above  be  removed. — Where 
children  die  with  croup,  it  is  fre- 
quently not  from  the  violence  of 
the  constitutional  disease,  but 
from  detached  films  thus  acci- 
dentally sticking  in  the  narrow 
entrance  of  the  air-passage. 

In  the  cases  of  strangling  and 
hanging,  the  tight  binding  of  the 
rope  or  ligature  crushes  inwards 
the  cartilaginous  rings  of  the 
windpipe,  and  shuts  the  air-pas- 
sage. It  may  also  cause  apo- 
plexy,  by  arresting  the  passage 
of  blood  to  and  frdm  the  head  ; 
and  there  may  be  dislocation  of 
the  cervical  vertebrae  of  the 
spine. 

In  drownings  comraunrcation 
with  the  atmosphere  is  cut  off  al- 
together by  the  supernatant  wa- 
ter, and  if  the  chest  then  expands, 
it  can  receive  water  only,  instead 
of  air.  The  nerves  and  muscles, 
however,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
windpipe,  being  exceedingly  irri- 
table, are  excited  by  the  contact 
of  any  unusual  matter,  and  for  a 
considerable  time  shut  the  pas- 
sage against  the  intruding  liquid. 
It  is  partly  on  this  account  that, 
after  immersion  in  water  and  ap- 
parent death,  when  the  body  is 
recovered  within  a  moderate 
time,  the  life  is  often  preserved. 
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III. 

HHTORY  OF   A    CASE  UF  VERMINOUS 
DISEASE. 

By  BsfiJAuiir  S.  Browv,  M.D.,  of  Logan 
Countj,  Ohio. 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  29th  of 
March,  1829, 1  was  called  to  see 
the  infant  son  of  Mr.  I.  C,  aged 
about  four  years.  I  was  inforni- 
ed  by  the  parents,  that  it  had 
been  suddenly  attacked,  a  day  or 
two  previous,  with  severe  griping 
pains  of  the  bowels,  resembling 
spasmodic  colic  ;  that  its  agony 
was  very  soon  so  great,  that  they 
apprehended  it  would  go  into  fits; 
that  they  gave  it  a  tttaspoouful  of 
spirit  of  turpentine,  which  afford- 
ed almost  instantaneous  relief; 
that  after  a  short  time  they  ad> 
ministered  a  dose  of  castor  oil,* 
which  produced  a  few  motions 
from  its  bowels,  and  brought 
away  a  few  worms  {Inmbricoides.) 
On  examination,  I  found  the  ab- 
domen much  tumefied  and  very 
tender  on  pressure  :  several  hard 
lumps  or  knots  could  be  distinctly 
felt  in  many  parts,  particularly 
along  the  course. of  the  arch  of 
the  colon,  and  near  the  umbilicus; 
which  regions  especially  were 
sore  and  painful  on  pressure. 
The  pulse  was  about  60  in  a  mi- 
DQte,  quick,  somewhat  depressed, 
but  regular.  The  tongue  had 
rather  a  white,  smooth,  slimy 
appearance  ;  breath  of  a  pecu- 
liar, disagreeable  odor ;  the 
breathing  was  nearly  natural;  had 
no  appetite  since  taking  the  oil, 
though  I  was  told  it  had  been 
very  voracious  for  some  months 
before,  causing  it  to  eat  as  much 
as  was  usual  for  two  or  three 
children  of  its  age.  The  com- 
plexion was  pale  and  sallow,  with 
an  anxious  unmeaning  expression 
of  couoteuance  :  the  lips  appear- 


ed to  be  swelled,  particularly  the 
upper  one. 

It  being  late  in  the  evening,  I 
gave  a  portion  of  calomel,  about 
eight  grains,  combined  with  a 
carminative.  On  the  morning  of 
the  30th,  no  operation  of  the  ca- 
lomel having  taken  place,  I  made 
a  decoction  of  spigelia  and  senna, 
and  directed  them  to  give  it  at 
short  intervals,  so  that  he  should 
take  it  all  by  the  middle  of  the 
day,  at  which  time,  if  it  should 
not  have  operated  freely^  to  give 
another  portion  of  calomel,  com- 
bined with  jalap,  and  afterwards 
to  give  a  small  dose  of  castor  oil, 
every  two  hours,  till  it  did  operate. 

On  Tuesday,  31st,  again  visit- 
ed my  patient.  Had  taken  all 
the  medicine,  without  its  produc- 
ing any  operation.  Found  him 
very  restless  and  uneasy  :  the  tu- 
mefaction of  the  abdomen  wa3 
greater  than  before  ;  complained 
of  much  griping  pain  ;  started  and 
moaned  in  his  sleep  ;  in  short,  all 
the  symptoms  were  rather  aggra- 
vated. I  made  use  /)f  a  strong 
solution  of  sulphate  of  soda,  in  a 
decoction  of  senna,  as  an  enema, 
throwing  up  between  half  a  pint 
and  a  pint  at  a  time  ;  this  was 
discharged  in  about  half  an  hour 
after  each  administration,  without 
producing  any  other  evacuation 
than  a  few  worms,  with  what 
was  thrown  up.  I  directed  a 
small  portion  of  calomel,  scam- 
mony  and  jalap  to  be  given  three 
or  four  times  in  the  day,  combin- 
ed with  a  carminative,  to  prev.ent 
the  griping,  as  well  as  its  rejec- 
tion by  vomiting :  the  enemata 
were  to  be  continued  at  intervals 
of  three  or  four  hours,  and  warm 
emollient  fomentations  applied  to 
the  abdomen. 

Wednesday,  April  1st. — No 
evacuation,  and  what  was  thrown 
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in  bj  injection  remained  mach 
longer  than  heretofore.  The  pa- 
tient was  evidently  worse  ;  was 
much  debilitated,  with  great 
anxiety  of  countenance.  The 
breathing  was  hurried  and  labo- 
rious ,;  pulse  frequent,  small  and 
feeble ;  tongue  white,  dry  and 
sticky  ;  breath  extremely  foetid  ; 
and  the  tumefaction  and  soreness 
of  the  abdomen  much  increased. 
I  directed  the  enemata  to  be 
continued,  with  an  addition  of  ten 
or  twelve  grains  of  tartarized  an* 
timony,  to  each  portion  thrown 
up  ;  a  powder  composed  of  four 
grains  of  calomel,  four  of  scam« 
tnony,  and  five  of  jalap,  to  be  giv- 
en every  two  hours  until  eight 
were  taken  ;  then  to  give  a  small 
portion  of  castor  oil  at  the  same 
intervals,  and,  besides,  to  drink 
of  a  decoction  of  spigelia  and  sen- 
na, through  the  day.  A  large 
blister  was  laid  over  the  front 
part  of  the  abdomen,  in  order  to 
allay,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
irritation  within,  and  to  prevent 
the  inflammation  which,  from  the 
extreme  soreness,  I  feared  might 
lake  place. 

Thursday,  April  2d. — Not  much 
alteration  since  yesterday.  The 
blister  had  drawn  well,  and  he 
had  been  more  composed,  had 
slept  quietly  for  several  hours, 
as  soon  as  the  blister  had  drawn. 
The  enemata  had  no  better  ef- 
fect than  before.  I  directed  the 
same  course  to  be  continued,  the 
same  number  of  the  cathartic 
powders  to  be  given,  as  yesterday, 
and  the  castor  oil  afterwards.  In- 
creased the  quantity  of  tartarized 
antimony  in  each  injection  to  fif- 
teen or  eighteen  grains,  and  the 
patient  to  be  put  in  the  warm 
bath  two  or  three  times  in  the 
course  of  the  day. 

Friday,  3d. — No  alteration  ex- 


cept for  the  worse.  The  injec- 
tions, notwithstanding  the  increat- 
ed  quantity  of  tartarized  antimo- 
ny, had  remained  much  longer 
than  heretofore  ;  they  would  oc- 
casionally bring  away  a  worm  or 
two,  without  producing  any  other 
cathartic  effect.  The  little  pa- 
tient appeared  to  be  fast  sinking 
into  the  arms  of  death  :  a  yery 
feeble  and  frequent  pulse  ;  list- 
lessness  and  insensibility ;  great 
debility  ;  tongue  moist,  white  and 
slimy  ;  considerably  comatose  ; 
distension  of  the  abdomen  about 
the  same,  but  the  soreness  was 
less  than  before  the  blister  was 
applied.  I  directed  a  pretty  free 
use  of  brandy  or  wine,  mixed  with 
water.  Made  a  trial  of  the  to- 
bacco injection;  it  was  discharged 
*  immediately,  without  bringing 
away  anything  more  than  was 
thrown  up.  I  began  to  despair 
of  effecting  anything  by  the  use 
of  injections,  or  indeed  of  strong 
cathartic  medicines,  as  there  had 
already  been  so  much  taken  with- 
out producing  any  evacuation.  I 
however  directed  the  warm  bath, 
and  in  consequence  of  his  debility, 
I  had  it  applied  by  means  of  a 
blanket  wrung  out  of  hot  water  ; 
the  patient  being  stripped  and 
wrapped  in  it,  as  warm  as  be 
could  conveniently  bear  it.  I  also 
advised  a  pretty  free  use  of  wine 
and  water,  and  a  small  dose  of 
castor  oil,  to  be  taken  every  two, 
three  or  four  hours. 

Saturday,  4th. — I  was  much 
gratified,  on  visiting  my  patient, 
to  find  that  the  medicine  had  be- 
gun to  operate.  The  first  motion 
from  its  bowels  brought  away  a 
convoluted  knot  or  roll  of  worms, 
which  consisted  of  seventy  in  num- 
ber, mixed  with  a~  large  quantity 
of  dark-colored,  slimy,  feculent 
matter,  of  a  very  dtsafrtteable. 
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fostid  odor.  The  medicine  con* 
tinned  to  operate  throughout  the 
day^  and  indeed  for  several  days. 
The  stools  were  pretty  much  of 
the  same  nature,  and  mixed  with 
the  same  kind  of  worms,  viz., 
lumbricaide$^  from  four  to  eight  or 
nine  inches  in  length.  They  were 
Dearly  or  quite  all  dead,  and  many 
of  them  pretty  far  advanced  to- 
wards a  state  of  putrefaction,  in- 
dicating that  they  had  been  dead 
for  several  days.  The  number 
discharged  was  so  great,  as  to  in- 
duce the  parents  to  count  them. 
In  the  three  first  days,  the  num- 
ber discharged  was  about  four 
hundred,  and  during  the  week, 
five  hundred  and  fifty-two,  all  of 
the  above  size. 

Almost  as  soon  as  the  medicine 
operated,  the  child  had  a  good 
appetite,  which  it  was  found  ne- 
cessary rather  to  restrain  than 
encourage.  It  advanced  rapidly 
in  strength,  and  was  in  a  short 
time  restored  to  its  former  health 
and  spirits. 

On  reflection  upon  the  case,  I 
am  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  a 
principal  reason  of  the  obstinate 
constipation,  was  merely  a  me- 
chanical obstruction  of  the  intes- 
tines by  the  knots  or  rolls  of 
worms  which  they  contained  ;  for 
as  soon  as  the  first  large  roll  was 
discharged  (which  was  of  itself 
quite  sufficient  completely  to  ob- 
struct any  part  of  the  alimentary 
canal),  the  cathartic  efiect  of  the 
medicine  appeared  to  go  on  very 
naturally.  The  indurations,  which 
could  be  felt  in  the  abdomen  along 
the  course  of  the  colon,  I  have  no 
doubt  were  of  this  nature,  from 
the  circumstance  of  their  fre- 
quently changing  their  positions, 
and  entirely  disappearing  imme* 
diately  on  the  operation  of  the 
cathartic  medicine. 


The  whole  amount  of  medicine 
which  the  patient  took  during  the 
week,  before  it  operated,  was 
about  100  grains  of  calomel,  75 
of  scammony,  75  of  jalap,  and  2 
pints  of  decoction  of  spigelia  and 
senna,  besides  a  large  quantity  of 
oil  and  epsom  salts,  given  by  the 
mouth,  and  an  incredible  quantity 
of  senna,  salts,  and  tartarized  an- 
timony.—  Western  Journal. 


IV. 

HEMIPLEGIA. 

Employment  of  Strychnia. 

James  Jevons,  st.  10,  came  into 
the  Worcester  Infirmary  May 
30th.  Has  partial  *  paralysis  of 
the  right  side  ;  occasional  head- 
ach  ;  the  pupil  of  the  left  eye 
contracts  very  irregularly ;  pain 
and  tenderness  in  the  hypogastri- 
um  ;  intellect  much  impaired  ; 
memory  very  bad  ;  looks  idiotic  ; 
tongue,  when  projected  from  the 
mouth,  is  directed  towards  the 
paralytic  side  ;  bowels  costive  ; 
tongue  clean ;  pulse  84,  weak. 
About  Christmas  last  had  a  fall 
from  a  cart,  and  received  a  se- 
vere wound  over  the  left  orbit, 
from  which  time  he  has  complain- 
ed of  occasional  headach.  Has 
had  symptoms  of  hemiplegia  for 
five  weeks  :  has  been  under  sur- 
gical care,  but  obtained  only  tem- 
porary relief. 

Applic.  hirud.  xii.  iateri  capitis  sinist. 
Sumt.  Haust.  Cathart.  3  i-  slatim* 
et  repel,  post  boras  tres,  si  opus 
fuerit. 

June  2d. — Is  much  relieved  by 
the  appliffation  of  the  leeches. 
Head  more  free  from  pain  ;  can 
rsflse  his  arm  with  more  ease  ; 
walks  better  ;  pupil  of  the  left 
eye  contracts    more    regularly ; 
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tongae  projected  from  the  mouth 
ID  a  straighler  line  ;  can  move  it 
to  the  left  side  with  ease,  which 
he  could  not  do  before  ;  answers 
questions  more  regularly. 

3d. — Rept.  Hirud.  Cras  ;  pers- 
tet  in  usu  haustus  cath.  omni  mane. 

5th. — Is  much  better  since  the 
application  of  the  leeches. 

7th. — Applic.  Emp.  Lyttas  la- 
ter! capitis  sinist.  postea.  Ung. 
Antim.  Tart,  ibidem. 

9th. — Can  use  his  extremities 
with  much  more  facility  ;  pupil 
of  the  left  eye  contracts  more 
naturally. 


14th.— Sunt.  Mistur.  Cathart. 
p.  r.  n. 

16th. — Opens  the  hand  much 
easier ;  the  extremities  much 
less  paralytic. 

19th. — Sumt.  Strychnias,  gr. 
1-6  ter  in  dies. 

34th. — Continues  to  improve. 

Rept.  Emp.  Lyttae  Capitis 

July  7th. — Has  continued  to 
improve  under  the  use  of  the 
strychnine. 

Augoatur  Dosis  Strycbois  ad  gr.  1-S 
ter  die. — Midland  Ri^arter, 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


EPIDEMIC  IN  OHIO. 

In  the  July  No.'  of  the  Western  Jour- 
nal is  contained  an  account  of  a  bi- 
lious remittent  fever,  which  prevail- 
ed in  and  near  Circleville,  Ohio, 
from  the  middle  of  August,  18^8,  to 
the  middle  of  October.  The  prin- 
cipal remote  cause  appeared  to  be 
the  excavations  made  for  the  Ohio 
and  Erie  canal,  near  that  town ;  and 
the  laborers  engaged  on  that  work 
were  the  principal  sufferers.  The 
disease  was  not  inclined  to  assume 
the  intermittent  type  ;  the  remissions 
themselves  were  mostly  of  short 
duration.  The  treatment  appears 
to  have  been  sufficiently  active.  The 
patient,  if  seen  within  the  first  few 
days,  was  bled  from  one  to  three 
pints.  After  this  the  use  of  calomel 
was  commenced,  in  doses  of  forty 
grains  every  eight  hours,  and  conti- 
nued two  or  three  days,  until  the 
bowels  were  freely  evacuated.  Two 
grain  doses  were  then  given  evei^ 
two  hoursj  until  salivation  took  place. 


This  mode  of  treatment  is  described 
as  uniformly  successful.  Death  ne- 
ver occurred  after  ptyalism  was  es- 
tablished. When  this  effect  had  re- 
sulted from  the  use  of  the  calomel, 
epispastics  wero  applied  to  the  fore- 
head and  extremities.  If  applied 
earlier,  they  retarded  or  prevented 
the  ptyalism  ;  but  employed  after  the 
latter  was  established,  they  were 
found  very  useful  in  moderating  its 
violence.  The  latter  observation  is 
confirmed  in  a  note  by  the  editor  of 
the  Journal.  Blisters  applied  to  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  wero  found  by  hiffl 
very  efficacious  in  arresting  the  in- 
flammation of  the  mouth  and  throat, 
caused  by  the  use  of  calomel.  This 
would  seem  to  be  a  fact  of  consider^ 
able  interest. 


MESMERISM. 

Some  new  cases  of  the  employment 
of  this  agent  are  related  by  Mr.  Che- 
venix,  in  the  August  No.  of  the 
Med.  and  Phys.  Journal.    The  per- 
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0OD8  subjected  to  its  ioStteoce  were 
seven  iu  number,  all  patients  in  a 
hospital.  On  the  first,  no  visible  ef- 
fect was  produced.  The  second,  af- 
ter being  mennerized  a  few  minutes, 
fell  into  a  sleep,  from  which  he  was 
waked  with  some  difficulty.  The 
third  experienced  some  anomalous 
sensations  of  heat  and  cold  frpm  the 
application  of  a  pencil  case  to  his 
hand,  and  of  weight  and  stiffness 
from  a  piece  of  paper  placed  on  his 
sleeve ;  these  sensations  correspond- 
ing to  the  will  of  the  mesmeriser, 
who  had  previously  informed  the  at- 
tendants that  he  anticipated  this  coi^ 
respondence.  The  fourth  patient 
was  put  asleep  in  ten  minutes.  The 
fifth,  a  nervous  woman,  slept  at  the 
and  of  twenty  minutes.  The  sixth 
required  but  three  minutes  to  have 
this  effect  produced,  and  then  re- 
mained motionless  for  half  an  hour. 
The  seventh  did  not  sleep,  but  closed 
his  eyes,  and  found  some  difficulty 
in  opening  them. — These  patients 
had  various  diseases,  but  no  benefit 
is  stated  to  have  been  derived  from 
the  treatment. 

We  confess  ourselves  to  have  been 
unable  to  obtain,  from  the  details  of 
the  above  experiments,  any  very  de- 
cisive notions  with  regard  to  the  ef- 
ficacy of  this  new  remedy.  Setting 
aside  the  idea  of  collusion,  to  which 
the  nature  of  the  results  seems  par- 
ticularly to  expose  them,  there  iire 
various  circumstances  which  aro  cal- 
culated to  diminish  their  apparent 
importance.  That  sleep  should  have 
occurred  within  two  or  three  minutes 
from  the  commencement  of  the  ex- 
periment, is  not  very  easily  explain- 
ed ;  but  its  occurrence  at  the  expira- 


tion of  twenty  minutes  is  far  from 
surprising.  In  fact,  one  of  the  pa- 
tients, when  asked  the  reason  of  his 
sleeping,  attributed  it  to  the  quiet- 
ness of  the  room,  and  the  motion  of 
the  hands  passing  before  his  eyes. 
It  is  also  remarked,  that  one  of  the 
number  who  made  an  effort  to  keep 
awake,  succeeded  without  any  diffi- 
culty. It  is  not  easy  to  set  limits  to 
the  operation  of  sympathy.  We 
doubt  whether  any  one  can  read 
Mr.  C.'s  experiments,  amusing  as 
they  certainly  are,  without  an  irre- 
sistible inclination  to  yawn  ;  we  cer- 
tainly experienced  this  ourselves; 
nor  did  we  feel  obliged  to  have  re- 
course to  mesmerism  for  an  explana- 
tion of  the  phenomenon. 

The  singular  sensations  produced 
in  some  of  the  patients  by  the  mere 
volition  of  the  mesmerist,  though  cu- 
rious, are  still  not  inexplrcable.  It 
does  not  appear,  nor  do  we  see  how 
it  could  have  been  the  case,  that  Mr. 
C.  privately  communicated  to  those 
present  each  particular  volition,  be- 
fore he  produced  the  corresponding 
sensation.  The  degree  of  conformi- 
ty between  the  two  could  be  known 
only  to  himself,  and  with  the  best 
intention  he  might  be  deceived  on 
this  point,  so  that  whatever  was  the 
sensation  expressed,  it  might  appear 
to  him,  whether  truly  or  not,  to  be 
the  very  one  he  had  desired.  How 
these  varying  sensations  were  pro- 
duced by  the  same  article  repeated- 
ly applied,  we  cannot  say  ;  but  a 
touch  of  a  substance  which  neither 
felt  hot  nor  cold  in  reality,  might, 
unless  this  were  honestly  acknow- 
ledged, as  it  appears  to  have  been  in 
some   instances,   naturally    produce 
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somewhat  vacillating  opinions  in  re* 
gard  to  Its  temperature.  A  similar 
efTort  to  feel  somethingi  where  no- 
thing was  to  be  feit,  might  have  pro- 
duced the  heavy  sensation  of  the  arm 
4UI  which  the  paper  was  placed,  and 
4he  difficulty  of  rising  from  the  seat 
mhich  had  been  occupied  but  three 
minutes.  That  this  was  the  true  ex- 
planation we  will  not  assert ;  but  the 
experiments  have  too  much  the  air 
of  juggling^  not  to  inspire  a  suspicion 
that  the  operator  wished  to  deceive 
others,  or  grossly  imposed  on  himself. 

In  the  London  Med.  and  Phys. 
Journal  for  September,  a  4th  article 
on  the  phenomena  of  this  new  agent 
is  published  by  Dr  Chevenix.  His 
success,  on  the  whole,  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  increased.  Two  female 
patients  were  mesmerized  at  St. 
Geurge^s  Hospital,  London,  but  with- 
out any  perceptible  effect.  The 
uext  subjects  *were  two  girls,  aged 
nineteen  and  sixteen,  who  had  both 
been  epileptic  from  childhood.  One 
of  them  was  repeatedly  operated  on 
at  Dr.  C.'s  house,  and  always  with 
the  effect  of  inducing  sleep  in  from 
three  to  five  minutes.  To  show  that 
the  sleep  was  not  feigned,  Dr.  C. 
separated  the  eyelids,  and  displayed 
to  the  bystanders  the  appearances  of 
the  pupils,  which  corresponded  to 
those  usually  observed  in  natural 
slumber.  An  epileptic  boy  was 
mesmerized,  and  an  effect  approach- 
ing to  sleep  produced  in  seven  mi- 
nutes. Some  other  experiments 
were  performed  at  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  in  presence  of  Mr.  £arle. 
One  was  on  an  epileptic  young  man, 
whose  fits  were  severe  and  freqoent. 


No  effect  was  produced.  A  woman 
affected  with  vesical  disease  was  sub- 
mitted to  its  influence.  She  felt,  at 
the  end  of  five  minutes,  a  ftuttemg 
in  her  insidCy  which  feeling  was  first 
removed,  and  then  renewed  at  the 
will  of  the  operator.  The  next  pa- 
tient was  a  woman  afflicted  widi  iri- 
tis, for  which  she  had  been  bled 
largely,  and  had  undergone  a  mer- 
curial course.  At  the  end  of  three 
minutes  she  had  an  attack  resemfatiog 
hysteria,  from  which  she  was  reco- 
vered  by  the  regular  process  of  da- 
mesmerizing.  The  operation  on  this 
patient  was  repeated  the  followiof 
day,  with  more  violent  effects. 

The  remaining  case  related  by 
our  author,  and  which  we  have  re- 
served to-  the  last  as  being  the  most 
remarkable,  was  that  of  a  patient  at 
the  Dublin  Husj>ital  of  locurables. 
Six  patients  had  been  tried  at  this 
establishment  without  any  effect, 
when  a  woman  presented  herself  who 
for  two  years  had  not  been  able  to 
walk  without  the  aid  of  a  crutch. 
After  being  mesmerized  for  thirty 
minutes,  she  expressed  her  belief 
that  she  could  walk,  and  actually 
did  so,  to  the  no  small  astooishmeot 
of  the  bystanders.  The  cause  of 
her  previous  inability  is  not  precise* 
ly  stated. 

An  apparent  omission,  both  in  the 
present  article,  and  In  those  which 
Mr.  Chevenix  has  before  presented 
to  the  public,  is,  that  they  contain  no 
precise  information  as  to  the  exter- 
nal movements  practised  by  the  mes- 
merist, or  what  may  be  called  the 
tactics  of  the  science.  So  far  a« 
can  be  ascertained,  however,  these 
are  very  simple,  and  consist  in  little 
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more  tban  the  slow  motioD  of  th« 
operator's  hands  before  the  patient. 
It  is  not  to  this,  however,  that  the 
▼irtue  of  mesmerism  is  supposed  to 
consist.  The  effects  produced  are 
considered  as  resulting  from  an  ac* 
tual  correspondence  between  the 
mental  processes  of  the  mesmerist, 
and  the  physical  changes  produced 
10  the  patient ;  in  other  words,  an 
eflect  is  produced  on  the  disease  by 
the  volition  of  the  operator.  Extras 
vagant  as  this  idea  appears,  it  is  ex- 
pressed in  terms  in  some  of  the 
above  cases,  and  strongly  intimated 
in  others  ;  and  this  mode  of  explain- 
ing the  phenomena  is  certainly  more 
creditable  to  the  science,  than  to  at- 
tribute them  to  the  ridiculous  mum- 
mery with  which  its  votaries,  like 
the  conjurors  of  times  past,conde8Cend 
to  attract  the  admiration  of  the  vulgar. 
As  we  have  given  our  opinion  of 
mesmerism  in  a  former  paper,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  repeat  it  here  at 
length.  In  reviewing  these  new 
cases,  it  appears  that  in  a  very  small 
proportion  only  was  any  eflect  pre- 
tended to  be  produced.  In  these, 
with  two  exceptions, one  consequence 
invariably  followed, — namely,  sleep, 
after  a  greater  or  less  length  of  time. 
The  probable  explanation  of  this, 
supposing  it*  to  have  been  real,  we 
have  suggested  in  our  former  re- 
marks ;  but  it  appears  that  in  one 
case,  at  least,  the  spectators  expresa- 
ed  a  belief  that  the  sleep  was  a  feign- 
ed one.  The  occurrence  of  hysteria 
in  a  nervous  female,  who  probably 
supposed  herself  to  be  acted  on  by 
some  mysterious  and  powerful  agent, 
is  not  much  to  be  wondered  at ;  in- 
deed it  is  more  surprising  that  il  did 


not  oftener  happen.  In  France,  we 
are  told  convulsions  were  among 
the  most  frequent  phenomena  ;  and 
it  argues  somewhat  for  the  MoHg-fraid 
of  the  English  patients,  that  their 
imaginations  were  so  little  wrought 
upon  by  the  solemnity  of  the  scene. 
There  are  probably  none,  however, 
more  likely  to  go  through  an  experi- 
ment on  their  own  persons  with 
tranquillity,  than  the  denizens  of  the 
incwraJblt  ward  of  a  hospital.  To 
obtain  such  a  certificate  of  exemp- 
tion, it  is  generally  necessary  to  have 
seen  some  service.  With  regard  to 
the  lady  who  so  suddenly  regained 
the  use  of  her  nether  extremities, 
the  account  would  be  more  satisfac- 
tory if  the  precise  nature  of  her  case 
was  related.  We  are  told  that  it 
was  a  case  of  vomiting  caused  by  an 
injury,  and  that  she  could,  with  her 
crutch,  just  walk  from  her  bed  to  the 
fireside  in  her  own  ward.  Whether 
the  lameness  proceeded  from  the  pa- 
ralysis, contraction,  or  loss  of  the 
limb,  does  not  appear  ;  but  if  a  cure 
was  actually  efiected,  it  must  have 
been  in  consequence  of  her  unusual 
faith  in  the  remedy,  and  must  be 
classed  with  the  wonders  of  acu- 
puncturation,  and  of  other  mysteries 
which  have  preceded  this  in  its  march 
to  oblivion.  Should  we  hear  from 
Mr.  Chevenix  again,  are  shall  keep 
our  readers  informed  of  his  progress. 


TETANUS  CURED  BY  CALOMEL. 

We  notice,  in  the  London  Med.  and 
Phys.  Journal,  a  case  of  traumatic 
tetanus  treated  successfully  with 
Subm.  Hyd.  The  amount  given  is 
not  mentioned,  but  it  was  continued 
at  intervals  for  four  days,  when  the 
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mouth  became  soi*e ;  and   from  this  feated.      According;  to    this    Tievr, 

time  the  case  did  well.     The   medi-  ihere  are  but  few  arteries  which  are 

cine  given  was  combined  with  Opi*  favorable  to  the  operation, — those, 

um  and  Ant.  Tart.,  but  the  quantity  e.  g.,  which,  like  the  carotid,  are  for 

of  these  was  inconsiderable.     Cold  a  great  extent  free  from  branches, 

affusion  was  tried  on  the  third  day,  Indeed,  its  advocates  seem  to  cob- 

but  without  benefit.  cede  that  this  mode  of  operating  is 

'  not  to  be  preferred  to  the  other,  bat 

NEW  opERATfON  FOR  ANEURISM.  only  to  bo  rosorted  to  in  cases  when 

It  appears  by  accounts  published  in  that  is  rendered  impracticable  by  tbo 

the  journals,  that  six  cases  of  aneu-  situation  of  the  tumor. 

rism  have  been  treated  on  the  prin-  

ciple  recommended  by  Mr.  Wardrop,  human  combustion. 
of  making  the  ligature  beyond  the  j^  a  Memoir  presented  to  the  Aca- 
seat  of  the  disease.  In  two  of  these,  demy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  M.  Julia 
Mr.  W.  himself  tied  the  carotid  be-  de  Fontanelle  has  furnished  an  ac- 
yond  an  aneurism  ;  in  a  third,  Mr.  count  of  fifteen  cases  of  spontaneous 
Lambert ;  and  in  a  fourth,  Dr.  Bush,  human  combustion,  the  occurrence 
of  New  York,  performed  the  same  of  which  seems  to  be  supported  by 
operation.  Mr.  Wardrop  also  tied  respectable  testimony.  He  consi- 
the  subclavian  for  aneurism  of  the  ^ers  this  combustion  to  depend  on  a 
innominata ;  and  a  Mr.  Evans,  of  very  advanced  and  putrid  degenera- 
Derbyshire,  treated  a  disease  of  the  tion  of  the  system,  which  suddenly 
.«ame  vessel  by  ligature  of  the  caro-  produces  very  combustible  sub- 
tid.  Mr.  Wardrop's  second  patient,  stances,  at  the  expense  of  the  roua> 
and  the  subject  of  Mr.  Lambert's  cular  fibre,  &c.  This  degeneration 
operation,  both  died ;  the  other  four  is  considered  as  presenting  a  perfect 
are  stated  to  have  recovered.  The  analogy  with  vegetable  putrid  fer- 
rationale  of  the  operation  is  suffi-  mentation  and  putrefaction.  The 
ciently  simple.  Its  object,  in  com-  putrefaction  af  vegetables  is  known 
mon  with  that  of  the  usual  practice,  to  occasion  the  development  of  so 
is  to  arrest  the  circulation  in  the  ar-  much  heat  as  sometimes  to  cause 
tery,  and  to  render  impervious  that  their  inflammation, 
portion  of  the  vessel  comprehepded  That  human  combustion  does  not 
between  the  ligature  and  the  nearest  depend  on  the  combination  with  at- 
branch  sent  off  between  it  and  the  mospheric  oxygen,  appears  probable 
heart.  Of  course,  the  new  operation  for  three  reasons  :—l.  There  is  not 
is  only  applicable  to  those  cases  in  sufficient  heat  evolved.  2.  There  is 
which  the  ligature  can  be  made  be-  not  the  production  of  a  charcoal  re- 
yond  the  tumor,  so  as  to  have  no  quiring  a  high  heat  for  its  incineration, 
branches  given  off  from  the  inter-  S.  There  are  no  ammoniacal  pre- 
cepted portion.  If  any  branch  exist  ducts.  The  effects,  therefore,  sp- 
in this  situation,  the  circulation  will  pear  to  depend  on  a  new  arrange- 
still  flow  into  it  through  the  tumor,  ment  of  the  elements  existing  in  the 
and  the  end  of  the  operation  be  de-  body  itself. 
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BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  27,  1829. 


PANACEAS. 

In  our  first  pages  will  be  fouod  some 
accoant  of  the  earlier  nostrums  by 
which  the  credulity  of  the  vulgar  has 
been  imposed  on.  A  series  of  num- 
bers on  the  history  of  Panaceas  and 
Nostrums  is  publishing  in  an  Eng- 
lish periodical y  and  as  we  have 
availed  ourselves  of  extracts  from 
the  first  paper,  so  we  propose  to  of- 
fer our  readers  such  parts  of  the  suc- 
ceeding ones  as  are  deemed  interest- 
ing to  the  profession.  Perhaps  no 
country  on  the  face  of  the  globe  so 
abounds  with  impositions  of  this  de- 
scription, as  our  own.  But  take  up 
any  newspaper  which  may  chance 
to  be  before  you,  reader,  and  count 
the  different  nostrums  there  adver- 
tised, and  you  may  form  some  idea 
of  the  amount  offered  for  sale  in  the 
whole  country.  A  history  of  those  iliR6- 
rican  Panaceas  and  Nostrums  which 
have,  since  the  existence  of  the  repub- 
lic, risen  into  notice  and  been  discard- 
ed, would  be  a  subject,  if  not  too 
copious,  on  which  the*  pen  of  some 
member  of  the  profession  might  bo 
well  employed. 

The  great  number  of  such  medi- 
cines, which  have  had  their  day  in 
this  country,  is  in  one  view  cre- 
ditable to  the  people.  If  they  have 
been  at  all  times  quick  to  embrace 
any  new  remedy  for  a  disease  which 
it  pretends,  by  specious  certificates, 
to  have  invariably  cured,  it  must  bo 
attributed  to  a  weakness  more  or 
less  common  to  all  men  of  whatever 
age  or  nation.  But  the  most  intelli- 
gent will  soonest  find  out  the  impo- 


sition, and  thus  will  the  succession 
be  roost  rapid  where  there  is  least 
ignorance,  and  most  discriminatioa 
and  judgment. 

The  great  evils,  however,  imme- 
diately induced  by  quack  me.Jicines, 
have  fallen  with  a  proportional  weight 
on  the  people  of  these  States.  These 
evils  are,  an  unnecessary  and  waste- 
ful expenditure  of  money,  and  of 
health,  and,  we  may  also  add,  of  life. 
The  physical  suffering  produced  by 
this  cla<s  of  medicines  is  well  knowD 
to  most  practitioners,  for  few,  if  any, 
have  not  been  often  called  to  repair 
the  ravages  they  have  produced  on 
4he  human  constitution.— The  amount 
of  money  thus  foolishly  lavished  is 
immense.  In  this  Commonwealth 
alone,  the  sums  paid  for  quack  medi- 
cines, in  a  single  year,  form  a  total 
of  astonishing  magnitude. 

We  can  adduce  but  few  facts  on 
this  topic,  to  be  sure,  for  they  are, 
in  their  nature,  difficult  to  get  at. 
We  can  say,  however,  that  a  Station^ 
6r,  of  whom  we  are  in  the  habit  of 
purchasing  our  paper,  pays  his  rent, 
of  about  700  dollars  per  annum,  by 
the  net  profits  he  gets  on  the  sale  of 
a  single  nostrum,  and  that  an  article 
of  comparatively  litile  note,  and  sold 
in  small  ounce  phials.  What  then 
is  the  amount  which  must  be  paid 
for  this  nostrum,  in  order  to  afibrd 
such  net  profits  to  a  single  agent ! 
What  is  the  probable  amount  paid 
for  this  same  medicine,  to  regular 
Apothecaries  and  professed  dealers 
in  such  articles  over  the  whole  city, 
and  throughout  the  Commonwealth  ! 
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If  this  little  pbiul  of  drops  draws 
forth  from  the  purses  of  the  people 
such  enormous  sums,  what  must  be 
the  amount  paid  fur  other,  larger, 
and  more  noted  nostrums ;  and  «vh>it 
.  the  sum  total  annually  expended  for 
•11  the  numerous  articles  of  this  de- 
scription, with  the  advertisements  of 
which  our  newspapers  are  crowded  ! 


CHIRATITA    HERB. 

Letter  to  the  Editors  of  the  Gazette 
0f  Health  on  the  Virtues  of  this 
Medicine* 

Oentlbmex,— It  has  long  been  a 
matter  of  surprise  to  me  that  the 
herb  Chirayita^  which  has  been 
held,  from  time  immemorial,  in  great 
estimation  by  the  natives  of  Bengal 
and  the  European  residents,  espe- 
cially the  medical  officers,  as  a  pow- 
erful deobstruent  and  stomachic  me- 
dicine, should  not  have  been  intro- 
duced into  the  practice  of  this  coun- 
try, especially  as  the  variety  of  indi- 
gestion for  which  it  is  considered  a 
specific  (accompanied  with,  and  pro- 
bably dependent  on,  indolent  or 
overloaded  state  of  the  liver)  is  as 
prevalent  in  this  country  as  in  the 
East  Indies.  It  is  said  the  effects  of 
the  chirayita  are  not,  like  stomach- 
ics in  general  use,  confined  to  the 
stomach,  but  extended  to  the  abdo- 
minal viscera,  particularly  the  liver, 
which  it  deterges,  or,  as  Dr.  Currie 
observes,  "  emulges  the  hepatic 
ducts  ;''  and  this  I  believe  to  .be  a 
fact,  for  I  have  uniformly  observed 
the  faeces,  during  its  use,  to  be  well 
charged  with  bile,  and  the  complex- 
ion to  become  clear.  Although  not 
aperient,  it  evidently  prevents  an 
accumulation  of  feces  in  the  lower 
portion  of  the  intestinal  canal,  which 
Dr.  Reece,  in  his  late  ^  Treatise  on 
the  Management  of  Disorders  of  the 
Stomach  and  Bowels  by  Medicine 
and  Diet,'*  justly  observes,  is  a  com- 
mon cause  of  various  affections  of 


the  lungs,  head  and  stomach,  and  at 
the  same  time  promotes  digestion. 
The  medicinal  virtues  of  this  herb 
are  imparted  to  boiling  water,  and 
the  infusion  is  a  very  grateful  bitter ; 
but  the  natives  prefer  the  decoction, 
made  by  gently  boiling  half  an  ounce 
of  the  cut  dried  herb  in  a  pint  of 
water  for  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes.  Of  this  decoction  they 
take  a  small  wineglassful  two  or 
three  times  a  day.  The  extract, 
which  also  contains  the  virtue  of  the 
herb  in  great  perfection,  is  taken  io 
form  of  pills.  It  is  likewise  admi- 
nistered by  the  Indian  practitioners 
in  cases  of  pulmonary  consumption 
and  scrofula.  Of  its  efficacy  in  the 
former  malady,  I  cannot  speak  fronp 
experience  ;  but  on  the  latter  mala- 
dy, I  have  frequently  witnessed  its 
salutary  effects.  The  experienced 
and  scientific  physician.  Dr.  Fleming, 
late  of  Bengal,  speaks  highly  of  the 
chirayita  as  a  tonic  medicine.  Dr. 
James  Johnson,  in  his  work  oo  tro- 
pical diseases,  also  gives  it  a  high 
character;  and  Mr.  Addison,  the 
author  of  a  Treatise  on  the  Malveri 
Water,  says,  that  from  the  very  be- 
neficial effects  It  had  on  himself,  it 
is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  class  of 
stomachic  medicines. 

I  am.  Sirs,  your  very  obedient 
servant,        Thos.  Bakeb. 


Laurd  Wmter  in  Epilepsy,  hj/ 
Dr.  MuLLER. — A  young  girl,  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  hnd  been  epileptic 
for  six  years.  The  attacks  frequently 
returned  twice  in  one  day  ;  they  were 
of  short  duration,  and  in  the  iatervals 
the  patient  had  spasms  in  her  arms, 
and  moved  her  fingers  in  a  convulsive 
manner.  She  had  been  fur  eighteen 
months  bedridden,  unconscious  of 
her  state  and  actions,  eating  and 
drinking  anything  offered,  but  asking 
for  nothing,  and  passing  her  stools 
involuntarily.  A  variety  of  means 
were  tried  without  effect,  and  all  of 
them,  but  particularly  large  bleed- 
ings, appeared  to  be  hurtful.  M. 
Mullor    was, called,  and  found  the 
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patient  in  this  state.  She  had  al- 
ways been  regular  io  raeastruatiog, 
and  had  never  bad  any  but  the  ordi- 
nary diseases  of  infancy,  and  never 
aqy  chronic  eruptions  of  the  skin, 
nor  worms.  The  tongae  was  soft 
and  moist,  belly  pliant,  respiration 
natural.  Not  being  able  to  fiod  any 
cause  for  this  disease,  M.  M.  thought 
of  employing  laurel  water,  from  which 
be  had  often  derived  great  advan- 
tages  in  nervous  affections  similar  to 
this.  He  prescribed  it  in  the  dose 
of  twenty  drops  daily.  After  the 
consumption  of  an  ounce,  the  cpn- 
▼ulsive  movements  of  the  limbs  had 
completely  ceased ;  and  after  the 
administration  of  three  ounces  more 
(augmenting  each  dose  to  two  drops, 
till  the  dose  was  eighty  drops),  the 
attacks  of  epi.lepsy  never  returned. 
The  patient  having  recovered  her 
sensibility,  left  her  bed,  and  executed 
spontaneously  every  function.  The 
treatment  was  concluded  by  au  infu* 
sion  of  Valerian,  with  the  addition 
of  Tre.  Canellae  and  Liquor  Ammo, 
nise  ;  and,  after  using  for  some  time 
some  preparations  of  iron,  she  quite 
recovered  her  health. — Rev,  Med. 


Vegetable  Rouge  and  Pink  Squ- 
cere, — These  articles  are  prepared 
from  the  florets  of  the  Cartkamue 
iinciariiUy  which  in  the  dried  state 
are  kept  by  druggists  under  the  name 
of  safflower,  in  the  following  man- 
ner :— Wash  snfflower  till  no  stain  is 
given  to  the  waier,**and  then  dry  it. 
Of  this  take  half  an  ounce ;  infuse  it 
a  short  time  in  a  pint  of  water,  in 
which  a  drachm  of  the  subcarbonate 
of  soda  has  been  previously  dissolv- 


ed ;  strain  off  the  liquid,  to  which 
add  an  ounce  of  finely  levigated 
French  chalk.  The  alkali  will  hold 
the  coloring  matter  of  the  safflower 
in  solution,  and  the  chalk  will  remain 
colorless ;  but  by  adding  a  little  tar* 
taric  or  citric  acid,  the  alkali  will  be 
neutralized,  and  the  red  colorinf^ 
matter,  which  is  not  soluble  iu  sim- 
ple water,  being  set  at  liberty,  will 
fall  to  the  bottom,  combined  with 
the  chalk.  Thus  a  beautiful  pig* 
ment  is  produced,  which  may  be 
dried  and  further  levigated  for 
spreading  on  saucers ;  or,  ground 
with  a  drop  or  two  of  olive  oil,  will 
form  the  Spanish  or  vegetable  rouge. 
Liquid  pink  dye  is  a  similar  prepa* 
ration,  with  a  portion  of  spirit  of  wine. 


Blcuih  Writing  Ink. — Most  of  the  ' 
directions  for  making  ink  which  we 
have  seen,  direct  that  vinlbgar  should 
enter  into  its  composition.  It  is  well 
known,  however,  that  any  preparation 
of  sulphctte  of  iron  and  galls,  when 
mixed  with  an  acid,  must,  in  process  of 
time,  become  more  or  less  of  a  pale 
red. — The  following  recipe,  which  we 
had  personally  from  a  celebrated  che- 
mist, is  not  subject  to  this  objection, 
and  from  long  experience  of  its  excel- 
lence,  we  recommend  it  with  confi- 
dence to  our  readers  :^- 

R.  Aq.  Dit^.  bull.  Ibj.  adde  |jad. 
Acaciae  Gum.  palv*  Jiia. 
Hoxnatoz.  rasse, 
Gall  as  piilv. 
Sulph.  Ferri.  Sa  J  i.     M. 

This  compound  should  be  left  ex- 
posed to  the  air,  and  frequently  stir- 
red, about  three  days,  when  it  will  be 
fit  for  use. 


WEEKLY   JIEPOAT   OF   DEATHS  IN    BOSTON,  ENDING  OCTOBER  l6. 

Date.  iSez.|Age.  |              DiwaM.                   p 

Date.  |Sex.|Age.  | 

Diseaee. 

O.  9. 

M. 

48  Tri  drowned                                 i 

M. 

21  mo 

dropsy  on  the  brain 

10. 

F. 

96 

unknown 

12. 

F. 

19yr8 

measlei 

F. 

86 

colic 

F. 

16 

typhous  fever 

M. 

13  mo 

lung  fever 
teething 

18. 

F. 

2  1-2 

lung  fever 

11. 

M. 

12 

14. 

M. 

2 

measles 

M. 

61  yn 

intemperance 

F. 

18  mo 

inflammation  on  tbe  brain 

F. 

27 

unknown 

M. 

86yre 

typhous  fever 

M. 

9 

abscees  on  the  brain 

16. 

M. 

24 

do. 

M. 

45 

apoplexy 

M. 

2  1-2 

do. 

M. 

87 

liver  complaint 

16. 

F. 

20 

F. 

68 

dropey 

P. 

40 

dropsy 

3t,10.    Tota]»22. 

/ 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ANATOMICO  -  SURGICAL  DRAW- 
IN6S,  and  Deaoriptiont  of  all.  the 
Surgical  Operations,  according  to  the 
most  approved  methods.  By  L.  J,  Voir 
BiERKowsKYr  TraDslated  from  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  volumes,  and  670  drawings 
on  58  folio  plates. 

SXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PROSPECTV8. 

^*  Eocoaragped  by  the  approbation  of 
the  Medical  Profession,  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  a  work  under  the  present  title.^' 

^^  This  work  contains  570  drawings,  oa 
58  plates  folio ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  volumes  8vo.  a  concise  explanation 
of  each  surg^ical  operation.  The  plates 
exhibit  not  only  the  parts  interested  in 
operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
use,  but,  what  is  much  more  important, 
represent  the  different  acta  or  stages  of  the 
whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de- 
lineations of  such  morbid  affections  as 
consut  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi- 
tion, structure,  color,  Ac.  In  order  to 
afford  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
plates  will  be  Lithographic  ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  perfect  accuracy,  en- 
gagements have  been  entered  into  for  their 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especial 
direction  of  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professors  of  the  University  of  that  city." 

A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plates,  is  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  CARTER  &  HENDEE,  who 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 

Subscribers  will  be  furnished  with  the 
irork,  and  the  first  impressions  of  the 
plates,  at  the  price  of  $  30. 

The  subscription  list  will  be  open  until 
the  1st  of  November,  1829,  after  which 
period  the  price  of  the  work  will  be  raised 
to  $40. 

F.  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  snb- 
•cribers  the  work  will  be  issued  in  five 
Numbers,  at  ( 6  each,  payable  on  deli- 
rery.  Sept.  29.  IS202N1D. 

LEECHES,  CHIRAYITAHERB, 
&c. 

EBENEZER  WIGHT,  46  Milk  Street, 
has  made  such  arrangements  as  will 
enable  him  to  be  constantly  supplied 
with  the  genuine  Medicinal  Leech.  He 
has  now  on  hand  some  of  very  laige  size, 
and  in  prime  order. 

Just  received,  by  late  arrivals,  a  few 
pounds  of  Ckirajfila  fTeri,— Concentrated 
Compound  Decoction  of  SareapcuriUa^-^ 


Laurel  Water,— ^ver  Wife  Tooth  BniA* 
es,  from  the  manufactory  of  James  Prout, 
of  London. 

Also,  from  the  manufactory  of  Shep- 
herd, of  London,  the  following  variety  of 
Medicated  Loxengesy  viz.  :--Coltsfoot— 
Rhubarb— Soda-^Toln— Heartburn— Pa- 
regoric— Magnesia — ^Steel — Camomile — 
Nitre — Cayenne— Opium — Fruit— Ginger 
—Anniseed — Ipecacuanha — Lemon — 
Rose — Peppermint  and  Sulphur. 

%*  Strict  personal  attention  paid  to 
Physicians^  prescriptions,  and  family  me* 
dicines.  Oct.  6.  eop. 

ARTER  &  HENDEE  have  justpob- 
lished,— The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  Oborgb  Cokbx. 

From  the  Preface  to  the  mAmericm  ediHon* 
^^Mr.  Combers  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  alWabsorbiag  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illas- 
trations,  have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about 
"  The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

*'  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  geneial 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  muck 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or* 
der  with  habtts  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischieve«s,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  hcallk 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay.— To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity,*^ Sept.  8. 

A  TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dif 
ease,  byC.G.HuFELAHD.Physidan 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDE& 
Sept.  8. 


PublishMl  weekly*  by  JoBir  CoTToir,  at  184,  WashiagtoB  Si.  eorner  of  Fraaklia 9L,if 
,  poefiNrid.— Price  three  dollars  per  •■oi»#» 


whom  all  commanioatioBS  most  be  addressed,  jr^«r«.». — .  ..w«  .«.««  ««»^.  r^  -. ^ 

paid  ia  advance,  tbr#e  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollsrs  o 
*o(  paid  within  the  year.    The  pestage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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BISTORT  or  PANACEAS  AMD  NOS- 
TRUMS. 
<ContioiMd  fipom  pag«  ff77.) 

Q^tAckriher  and  Tar-teaitr. 

Thb  use  of  crude  quicksilver  was 
revived  about  the  year  1730. 
"  Some,''  says  a  writer  of  that 
day,  '^  got  marvellous  benefit,  oth- 
ers wondrous  mischief,  and  to  ma- 
ny that  left  off  in  time,  it  did  nei- 
ther good  nor  harm."  Dr.  Tur- 
ner declared,  that  '^  the  deglutition 
of  a  ponderous  metal  was  a  great 
folly,"  and  exhibited  the  "  sundry 
tragedies  which  it  had  produced." 
Booth,  the  celebrated  tragedian, 
performed  one  of  these  tragedies 
in  real  earnest ;  for  having  taken 
it,  ^^  he  had  his  bowels  mortify 
from  one  end  to  the  other."  Dr. 
Dover  gave  it  great  fame  in  his 
"  Legacy."  Dover  was  an  A.B., 
and  a  pupil  of  Sydenham,  but  be- 
came by  natural  disposition  a  sheer 
curemonger,  and,  like  all  his  fra- 
ternity, an  unexceeded  story-teller. 
He  regarded  diseases  neither  ana- 
tomically nor  physiologically,  and 
was,  therefore,  a  mere  conjectur- 
ist.  In  his  practice,  he  asserts 
positively  that  he  had  cured  con- 
sumption by  using  fifty  bleedings, 
and  diabetes  by  giving  alum  posset; 
and  he  speaks  of  .administering 
opium  in  forly-and-seven  grain 
doses !  What  he  calls  <^  solid  ex- 
perience" is  nothing  else  4>ut  a 
tiasue  of  those  falsehoods  and  im- 
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possibilities  with  which  such  men 
deceive  themselves  and  the  world, 
helped  along  by  a  few  shrewd 
catches  upon  popular  notions, 
which  give  this  sort  of  orthodox 
quacks  an  air  of  sagacity,  but 
without  one  sound  or  valuable  ob- 
servation tending  to  improved  views 
of  any  subject.  If  what  he  says 
of  his  practice  be  true,  for  one 
cure  mentioned  in  his  book  he  must 
have  killed  in  a  hiindred  cases, 
which  he  took  care  to  leave  out. 
He  was  just  the  man  to  get  a  Bath 
and  Cheltenham  reputation,  among 
the  rich,  as  a  noted  performer  of 
cures,  and  was  accordingly  much 
esteemed  by  the  nobility,  and  was 
even  sent  for  to  the  Methuens, 
Tracvs,  and  other  distinguished 
families.  Mere  people  of  fashion 
are  precisely  the  materials  to  be 
imposed  upon. 

In  his  reply  to  Turner  and 
Brindley,  in  "  The  Legacy,"  he 
makes  the  "  Hydrargyrus"  to  say 
for  itself,  that  ^'  it  could  not  fill  an 
empty  cavity  in  the  head  with 
brains;  but  that,  if  it  could  not  make 
a  lodgment  in  so  solitary  and  un- 
furnished an  apartment,  the  '^wner 
need  not  be  under  any  apprehen- 
sions, for  fools  were  never  known 
to  go  mad.  Free  from  all  agitat- 
ing thoughts  and  doubts,  they  en- 
joy a  profound  tranquillity  of  mind, 
and  are  happy  in  an  undisturbed 
conceit  of  being  extremely  wise." 
He  apparently  alludes  to  those  an- 
tagonists who  bad  ral^e^Iii'm^moist 
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fore  three  o'clock,  the  Fire  King 
ipade  his  appearance  near  his  oven, 
and  as  some  impatience  had  been 
exhibited  owing  to  the  non-arrival 
of  Mr.  J.  Smith,  he  offered  to 
amuse  the  company  with  a  few 
trifling  experiments,  which  he  said 
any  of  them  might  perform  with 
the  greatest  ease. — He  then  made 
a  shovel  red  hot,  and  rubbed  it 
over  his  tongue, — a  trick  for  which 
DO  credit,  he  said,  was  due,  as  the 
moisture  of  the  tongue  was  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  any  injury  arising 
from  it.  He  next  rubbed  it  over 
bis  hair  and  face,  declaring  that 
any  body  might  perform  the  same 
feat  by  washing  themselves  in  a 
mixture  of  spirits  of  sulphur  and 
of  alum,  which,  by  cauterizing  the 
epidermis,  hardened  the  skin  to  re- 
sist the  6re.  He  then  put  his 
hands  into  some  melted  lead,  took 
a  small  portion  of  it  out,  placed  it 
in  his  mouth,  and  then  gave  it  in  a 
splid  state  to  some  of  the  company. 
This  performance,  according  to 
his  account,  was  also  very  easy  ; 
for  he  seized  only  a  very  small 
particle,  which,  by  a  tight  com- 
pressure  between  the  finger  and 
thumb,  became  cool  before  it 
reached  the  mouth.  By  the  time 
that  these  ^Hittle  tricks,"  as  he 
called  them,  were  performed,  ano- 
ther call  was  made  for  Mr.  Smithes 
appearance.  The  Fire  King  look- 
ed around  the  room,  and  seeing  the 
bashful  countenance  of  his  chal- 
lenger in  one  corner  of  it,  called 
him  from  his  retirement,  and  point- 
ed him  out  to  the  notice  of  the 
audience.  The  challenger  being  on 
the  ground,  the  time  for  triHing 
was  now  over,  and  M.  Chabert 
forthwith  prepared  himself  for 
mightier  undertakings. — A  cruise 
of  oil  was  brought  forward  and 
poured  into  a  saucepan,  which  was 
previously  turned  upside  down,   to 


show  that  there  wai  no  water  in  it. 
The  alleged  reason  for  this  step 
was,  that  vulgar  conjurors,  who 
profess  to  driidc  boiling  oil,  place 
the  oil  in  water,  and  drink  it  whea 
the  water  boils,  at  which  time  the 
oil  is  not  warmer  than  an  ordioaiy 
cup  of  tea.  He  intended  to  drink 
the  oH  when  any  person  might  see 
it  bubbling  in  the  saucepan,  and 
when  the  thermometer  would  prove 
that  it  was  heated  to  360  degrees. 
The  saucepan  was  accordingly 
placed  upon  the  fire,  and  as  it  was 
acquiring  the  requisite  heat,  the 
Fire  King  challenged  any  man  liv- 
ing to  drink  a  spoonful  of  the  oil  at 
the  same  temperature  as  that  at 
which  he  was  going  to  drink  it. 
In  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  he 
sipped  off  a  spoonful  with  the  great- 
est apparent  ease,  although  the 
spoon,  from  contact  with  the  boil- 
ing fluid,  had  become  too  hot  for 
ordinary  fingers  to  handle.  ^^  And 
now.  Monsieur  Smith,"  said  the 
Fire  King,  **  now  for  your  chal- 
lenge. Have  you  prepared  your- 
self with  phosphorus,  or  will  you 
take  some  of  mine,  which  is  laid 
on  that  table  ?" 

Mr.  Smith,  who  is  a  thick-set 
man,  of  middle  size,  walked  up  to 
the  table,  and  pulling  a  phial  out 
of  his  pocket,  offered  it  to  the 
poison-swal  lower. 

The  Fire  King. — I  ask  you,  on 
your  honor  as  a  gentleman,  is  this 
genuine  unmixed  poison  ? 

Mr.   Smith. — It   is,   upon    my  . 
honor. 

A  person  in  the  room  requested 
that  Dr.  Gordon  Smith,  one  of  the 
Medical  Professors  in  the  London 
University,  would  examine  the 
phial,  and  decide  whether  it  con- 
tained genuine  phosphorus.  The 
learned  Professor  went  to  the  ta- 
ble,— on  which  a  formidable  col- 
lection of  poisons,  such  as  red  and 
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white  arseniC)  hydrocyanic  acid, 
morphine,  and  phosphorus,  were 
placed, — and  examining  the  phial, 
exclaimed  tt^at,  to  the  beet  of  his 
judgnient,  it  was  genuine  phospho- 
rus. This  did  not  content  several 
gentlemen  in  the  room  :  they  de- 
sired  to  see  whether  it  would  ignite 
by  friction.  The  experiment  was 
made,  and  a  small  piece  soon  set 
the  paper  in  which  it  was  wrapped 
into  a  flame.  The  same  experi- 
ment had  been  tried  on  the  Fire 
King's  own  phosphorus;  and  if  they 
may  judge  from  the  volume  of  flame 
which  it  sent  forth,  his  phosphorus 
was  stronger  than  that  provided  by 
Mr.  Smith.  The  reality  of  the 
poison  being  thus  ascertained,  M. 
Cbabert  asked  Mr.  Smith,  with 
great  politeness,  how  many  grains  he 
wished  to  commence  his  first  with. 

Mr.  Smith. — Twenty  grains 
will  do  as  a  commencement. 

M.  Cbabert. — Ah,  my  good  Sir, 
it  is  a  very  small  dose  ;  I  shall  not 
object  to  take  a  pound  or  two, — 
will  you  weigh  the  quantity  your- 
self? 

Mr.  Smith  declined. 

A  medical  gentleman  then  came 
forward,  and  cut  off  two  parcels 
of  phosphorus,  containing  twenty 
grains  each.  He  was  placing  them 
in  the  water,  when  the  Fire  King 
requested  that  bis  phosphorus  might 
be  cut  into  small  pieces,  as  be  did 
not  wish  the  pieces  to  stop  on  their 
road  to  the  stomach. 

The  poisons  were  now  prepared. 
A  wineglass  contained  the  portion 
set  aside  for  the  Fire  King, — a 
tumbler  the  portion  reserved  for 
Mr.  Smith.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  say  whether  the  challenger  or 
the  challenged  at  this  moment 
showed  the  greatest  composure. 
This  may  be  safely  said, — they 
were  at  this  moment  the  two  least 
agitated  persons  in  the  room. 

The    Fire    King. — I    suppose, 


gentlemen,  I  must  begin.  Well, 
then,  to  convince  you  that  I  do^not 
juggle,  I  will  first  of  all  take  off 
my  coat,  and  then,  as  another  pre- 
caution, I  will  trouble  you.  Doctor 
(speaking  to  DK  Gordon  Smith), 
to  tie  my  bands  togetlier  behind  me. 

After  he  had  been  bandaged  in 
this  manner,  he  planted  himself  on 
one  knee  in  the  centre  of  the  room, 
and  requested  some  gentleman  to 
place  the  phosphorus  on  bis  tongue, 
and  pour  the  water  down  his  throat. 
This  was  accordingly  done,  and 
the  water  and  the  phosphorus  were 
swallowed  together.  He  then 
opened  his  mouth,  and  requested 
the  company  to  look  whether  any 
portion  of  the  phosphorus  remained 
in  his  mouth.  Several  gentlemen 
examined  his  mouth,  and  declared 
that  there  was  no  phosphorus  per- 
ceptible, either  upon  or  under  his 
tongue.  He  was  then,  by  his  own 
desire,  unbandaged.  The  Fire 
King  then  turned  to  Mr.  Smith, 
and  offered  him  the  other  glass  of 
phosphorus,  with  a  ceremonious 
politeness  which  was  highly  enter' 
taining.  '^  And  now,  my  good  Sir, 
I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  see- 
ing you  take  off  your  glass  too.'^ 

Mr.  Smith  started  back  in  infi- 
nite alarm  ; — "  Not  for  worlds, 
Sir,  not  for  worlds  ;  I  beg  to  de- 
cline it." 

The  Fire  King.— Eh!  mon  Dieu! 
you  decline  it !  Oh  !  dear  Sir  ;  no, 
no  ;  you  drink  von  little  glass  to 
oblige  the  company. 

Mr.  Smith. — The  company  must 
excuse  me.  I  don't  often  drink  in 
a  morning,  and  least  of  all  such 
ardent  spirit  as  phosphorus. 

The  Fire  King.— Then  why  did 
you  send  me  a  challenge  f  You 
have  pledged  your  honor  to  drink 
it  if  I  did.  I  have  done  it ;  and  if 
you  are  a  gentleman,  you  must 
drink  it  too. 

Mr.  Smith. — No,  no ;  I   must 
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be  excused  :  I  am  quite  satisfied 
without  it. 

Here  several  voices  exclaimed 
that  the  bet  was  lost.  Some  said 
that  there  must  be  a  confederacy 
between  the  challenger  and  the 
challenged,  and  others  asked  whe- 
ther any  money  had  b^en  deposited. 

The  Fire  King  called  a  Mr. 
White  forward,  who  deposed  that 
he  held  the  stakes,  which  had  been 
regularly  placed  in  his  hands  by 
both  parties,  before  twelve  o'clock 
that  morning. 

The  Fire  King  here  asked  Mr. 
Smith  if  he  intended  to  go  into  the 
oven  with  him  ? 

Mr.  Smith  replied  that  he  could 
answer  that  question  better  after 
he  saw  (he  Fire  King  come  out. 

The  Fire  King. — But  my  good 
Sir,  that  makes  no  matter,  for  you 
have  lost  your  bet  already,  if  you 
do  not  swallow  the  phosphorus. 
Are  you  satisfied  on  that  head  ? 

Mr.  Smith  admitted  that  he  was. 

The  Fire  King  here  turned  round 
with  great  exultation  to  the  com- 

Eany,  and  pulling  a  bottle  out  of 
is  pocket,  exclaimed  with  great 
good  feeling,  "  I  did  never  see  the 
gentleman  before  this  morning,  and 
1  did  not  know  but  that  he  miofht 
be  bold  enough  to  venture  to  take 
this  quantity  of  poison.  I  was  de- 
termined not  to  let  him  lose  his  life 
by  his  foolish  wager,  and  therefore 
1  did  bring  an  antidote  in  my  pock- 
et, which  would  have  prevented 
him  from  suffering  any  harm.'  Lt 
voila!  Ah,  ah,  my  good  Sir,  you 
pay  your  £50  to  see  me  take  the 
phosphorus.  Now  you  shall  take 
three  or  four  grains  yourself.  I 
will  give  you  von  little  wineglass 
out  of  this  bottle,  and  you  shall  be 
as  well  in  a  few  minutes  as  you  are 
now.  Do,  Sir,  oblige  me  by  tak- 
ing a  few  grains." 

Mr.  Smith  begged  to  be  excused. 


His  object  was  auswered  in  seeing 
20  grains  of  genuine  phosphorus 
actually  swallowed.  He  had  con- 
ceived it  impossible,  as  three  grains 
were  quite  sufficient  to  destroy  life. 

The  Fire  King  tbea  addressed 
the  gentleman  who  had  meted  out 
the  phosphorus.  *^  Perhaps  yov, 
Sir,  will  have  the  goodness  to 
swallow  a  little  bit  to  amuse  me. 
I  pledge jou  £1000,— Ifple^^ou 
my  life,  that  if  you  take  a  little  of 
this  bottle,  it  will  Dot^^do  you  any 
harm. 

The  gentleman  turned  pale  with 
afi*right.  '^  I  must  beg  to  decline 
your  polite  invitation,"  he  stam- 
mered out  at  last,  ^'  for  in  case  of 
accident,  1  am  ^afraid  the  pledge 
of  your  life  wouldj^not^keep  ny 
wife  and  family." 

The  Fire  King. — Now,  gentle- 
men, 1  will  prove  Jo  you  by  another 
little  experiment,  that  I  have  do 
phosphorus  in  my  mouth.  ^lUn- 
dez  tin  peu.  Put  me  a  small  piece 
of  phosphorus  on  a  knife  point,  aod 
bring  me  a  candle. 

A  candle  was  brought  him,  and 
he  lighted  it  with  the  phosphorus. 
Part  of  the  phosphorus  fell  on  the 
ground,  and  was  extinguished  after 
some  trouble. 

The  Fire  King.— Ah,  Mr. 
Smith,  you  are  very  good  to  me. 
You  bring  me  the  very  good  phos* 
phorus  ;  I  am  much  obliged  to  you, 
Sir.  Now  give  me  a  torch  and  a 
fork. 

They  were  given  to  him  accord- 
ingly. He  took  a  small  piece  of 
the  burning  torch  on  his  fork,  pot 
it  into  hU  mouth  and  swallowed  it. 
"  And  now,  gentlemen,  I  have  dooe 
with  the  poison  for  to-day."  Hav- 
ing said  this,  he  tvithdrew  into  ano- 
ther room,  for  the  professed  pur- 
pose of  putting  on  his  usual  dress 
for  entering  the  oven,  but  in  all 
probability  for  the  real  purpose  of      ^ 
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gettiBg  the  phospborQs,  by  «ome 
aotidole,  from  bis  stomach.  Zioc 
is  the  usttat  aotidote  for  pbospho- 
rus ;  bat  he  says  that  it  is  not  the 
antidote  which  be  uses,  and  de- 
cfioes  to  mentioQ  what  is.  We 
were  informed  that  some  eminent 
pbysiciaas  asked  him,  a  few  days 
ago,  if  he  would  have  any  objec- 
tioi  to  hare  the  poison  taken  off 
his  stomach  by  the  stomach  pump; 
and  that  he  replied  that  he  should 
have  no  objection,  provided  that, 
in  analyzing  the  contents  of  his 
stomach,  they  would  be  satisfied 
with  ascertaining  the  existence  of 
the  poison,  and  would  not  seek  to 
ascertain  the  nature  of  his  anti- 
dote, which  was  so  simple  in  its 
nature,  that  when  it  was  once 
known,  every  apothecary's  boy 
could  provide  it.  He  has  repeat- 
edly taken  ail  the  different  poisons 
which  were  placed  upon  bis  teeth. 
On  one  occasion,  when  he  was 
exhibiting  before  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  he  took  a  teaspoonful  of 

Erussic  acid;  but  that  experiment 
e  says  he  never  will  repeat 
again  ;  for  it  is  a  poison  which  not 
only  requires  the  antidote  to  be 
taken  first,  but  it  is  also  so  rapid 
in  its  operation,  that  it  may  de- 
stroy life  before  the  antidote  can 
produce  its  effect.  He  said  that 
he  should  never  forget  the  feel- 
ings which  came  over  him  as  soon 
as  he  bad  swallowed  it  ; — every 
vein  in  bis  head  appeared  to  swell, 
and  ^'  each  particular  hair,"  he 
aaid,  '^  stood  erect,  like  quills 
open  the  porcupine." 

Immediately  after  Mr.  Smith 
bad  declined  to  take  the  phospho- 
rus, several  gentlemen  surround- 
ed him,  desiring  to  know  why  he 
had  inserted' such  advertisements 
as  he  had  done  in  the  public  pa- 
pers, if  he  had  no  intention  to 
perforiD  the  feats  to  which  he  had 


dared  the  Fire  King.  To  this  he 
replied,  that  his  object  had  been 
to  ascertain  beyond  all  doubt, 
whether  it  was  possible  for  any. 
person  to  take  such  a  mass  of 
poison,  and  live, — that  he  should 
not  have  risked  such  a  sum  of 
money  of  his  own,  on  such  a  chal- 
lenge as  that  which  be  had  given; 
but  that  he  was  acting  as  the  re- 
presentative of  a  number  of  scien- 
tific gentlemen,  who  bad  subscrib- 
ed such  a  sum  as  would  enable 
him,  if  his  challenge  were  accept- 
ed, to  insist  upon  furnishing  the 
poison  himself,  and  upon  seeing 
every  step  taken  by  the  Fire 
King  before  and  while  he  swal- 
lowed it.  lie  stated  that  he  was 
now  perfectly  convinced  that  the 
phosphorus  was  actually  swallow- 
ed. He  likewise  protested  that 
there  had  been  no  collusion  be- 
tween him  and  the  Fire  King. 
This  protestation  was  subsequent- 
ly repeated  by  the  Fire  King 
himself,  who  added,  in  confirma- 
tion of  it,  that  he  could  have  no 
interest  in  drawing  a  large  con- 
course of  people  to  his  room.  He 
was  paid  a  certain  sum  per  week 
by  Mr.  Welsh,  and  whether  there 
was  one  person  in  the  room,  or 
whether  there  was  20,000,  was 
to  him,  as  far  as  his  own  emolu- 
ment was  concerned,  perfectly 
immaterial.  M.  Chabert  stated, 
that  after  the  pledge  which  Mr. 
Smith  had  given  the  public  in  his 
advertisement,  he  fully  expected 
to  have  been  put  to  a  fair  trial  of 
his  powers  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  and  that  he  had  in  conse- 
quence made  preparations  and 
alterations  in  his  course  of  action, 
which  one  way  or  another  would 
cost  him  upwards  of  £20. 

After  an  absence  of  twenty 
minuter,  M.  Chabert  returned, 
dressed  in  a  coarse  woollen  coat. 
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to  enter  the  heated  oven.  Before 
he  entered  it,  a  medical  gentle- 
man ascertained  that  his  pulse 
was  vibrating  98  times  in  a  mi- 
nute. He  remained  in  the  oven 
for  five  minutes,  during  which 
time  he  sung  ^^  Le  Vaillant  Trou- 
badour,'' and  superintended  the 
cooking  of  two  dishes  of  beef- 
steaks. At  the  end  of  that  time 
be  came  out,  perspiring  profusely, 
and  with  a  pulse  making  168  vi- 
brations in  a  minnte.  The  ther- 
mometer, when  brought  out  of  (he 
oven,  stood  at  380  degrees;  with- 
in the  oven,  he  said  it  was  about 
600.  He  had  never  been  expos- 
ed to  such  intense  heat  before. 
After  performing  this  feat,  which 
ivas  the  last  exhibition  of  his  pow- 
ers, he  remained  on  the  steps 
leading  to  his  oven  for  some  time, 
conversing  with  the  company.  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  ob- 
served, that  before  he  left  Eng- 
land he  should  have  a  benefit  in 
the  room  for  himself,  when  he 
would  astonish  the  world  by  per- 
forming something  still  more  ex- 
traordinary than  anything  which 
he  has  yet  done. 


11. 

CANCER  OF   THE  STOMACH. 

Some  account  of  the  progress  and 
fatal  termination  of  a  case  of  Cancer 
of  the  Stomach,  is  given  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Gazette,  by  Charles  Mayo, 
the  distinguished  Surgeon  of  the 
Winchester  Hospital.  The  follow- 
ing sketch  of  this  case  is  given  in 
a'Loodon  Journal. 

A  Catholic  priest,  sixty-two 
years  of  age,  of  plethoric  frame 
and  sedentary  habits,  had  long 
been  subject  to  dyspepsia,  with 
constipation ;  to  which  were  add- 


ed rheumatic  pains  of  the  limbs, 
and  a  <^  harshness"  in  the  throat, 
with  a  relaxed  state  of  the  velum 
pendulum  palati.  He  had  much 
languor,  and  considerable  dysp- 
noea. His  pulse  was  60,  full  and 
regular.  These  symptoms  con- 
tinued to  increase  during  the  sum- 
mer, notwithstanding  the  use  of 
various  remedies,  such  as  full 
bleeding,  aperients,  squill,  astrin- 
gent gargles,  &c.  At  the  end  of 
July  he  went  to  France,  where 
he  remained  for  a  month,  and  dur- 
ing this  time  recruited  very  much, 
recovering  his  appetite,  as  it  ap- 
pears ^^  that  the  French  cookery 
was  more  agreeable  to  his  sto- 
mach." On  his  return  he  visited 
London,  and  took  the  benefit  of 
Dr.  Armstrong's  advice,  who  pre- 
scribed the  solution  of  chlorine, 
in  doses  of  from  40  to  60  drops 
three  times  a  day,  the  bowels 
being  kept  open  by  equal  parts 
of  blue  pill  and  colocynth.  He 
also  directed  a  small  quantity  of 
blood  to  be  taken  from  the  arm 
occasionally. 

No  benefit  having  been  derived 
from  these  means,  the  muriated 
tincture  of  iron  was  exhibited 
Oct.  11th,  and  afterwards,  Nov. 
ISth,  the  Mist.  Ferri'Comp., 
which  last  he  continued  to  take 
till  the  middle  of  January,  toge- 
ther with  M  X.  of  the  black  drop 
at  night.  Under  this  treatment 
he  recovered  so  far  as  to  give 
sanguine  expectations  of  his  re- 
storation to  health  ;  but  about  the 
middle  of  February  the  loss  of 
appetite  and  nausea  returned,  and 
on  one  occasion  he  vomited  a 
large  quantity  of  a  brownish  fluid, 
with  an  acid,  offensive  taste.  An 
emetic,  which  was  administered, 
produced  no  evacuation  of  any 
moment.  He  was  now  directed 
to  take  sulphate  of  quina,  in  dotes 
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of  two  grains,  three  times  a  day, 
which  he  did  vyitbout  benefit. 

He  became  extremely  weak, 
and  complained  much  of  pain  in 
his  throat  and  the  back  part  of  his 
neck.  He  vomited,  March  15lb, 
nearly  a  wash-hand  basin  full  of 
dark  offensive  matter,  like  the 
former  ;  and  this  symptom  after- 
wards returned  several  times,  his 
food  being  frequently  rejected. 
^^  He  had  been  frequently  exa- 
mined by  pressure  on  the  epigas- 
trittoi  and  hypochondria,  with  a 
view  to  detect  some  suspected 
disease  in  the  abdominal  viscera, 
but  without  success.  I  now  dis- 
covered a  large  pulsating  tumor 
beneath,  and  a  little  to  the  left 
of,  the  ensiform  cartilage,  and 
pointed  it  out  to  Dr.  Crawford 
and  Mr.  Lyford,  who  had  been 
added  to  us  in  consultation.  Va- 
rious ideas  suggested  themselves 
to  us  as  to  the  nature  of  the  tu- 
mor, such  as  aneurism  of  the  aor- 
ta, diseased  liver,  pancreas,  &c., 
and  we  were  inclined  to  suppose 
it  might  have  some  sort  of  cyst  at- 
tached to  it,  and  communicating 
with  the  stomach,  as  the  source 
of  the  offensive  fluid  thrown  up 
by.  vomiting.  Pressure  on  the 
swelling  gave  little  or  no  pain, 
neither  did  he  suffer  any  at  other 
times,  except  from  the  violence 
of  the  vomiting. 

From  this  time  he  continued 
progressively  to  sink,  and  died 
April  9th.  The  following  ap- 
pearances presented  themselves 
on  dissection,  which  took  place 
the  day  of  his  decease  : — 

^^  At  five  this  afternoon,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  lay  open  the  cavities 
of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  as- 
sisted by  Mr.  Lyford  and  Dr. 
Crawford.  The  integuments  were 
thick  with  fat ;  the  omentum, 
spread  over  the  intestines,  was 


quite  loaded  with  it,  and,  on  rais- 
ing the  sternum,  we  found  the 
mediastinum     and     pericardium 
were  equally  burtbened  with  fat  ; 
the  stomach  was  large  and  dis- 
tended with  air  ;  the  tumor  was 
readily  felt,  but  it  was  so  enve- 
loped with  the  fat  of  the  great 
and  lesser  omentum,  as  to  render 
it  impossible  to  ascertain  the  na- 
ture of  it  till  these  were  remov- 
ed ;  it  was  then  clearly  seen  to 
be   connected   with   the   pyloric 
extremity   of  the  stomach,  and, 
on  removing  this  viscus  and  lay- 
ing it  open,  we  found  a  carcino- 
matous enlargement  of  the  pylo- 
rus, equal  in  size  to  a  pint  jug, 
loaded  with  fat  externally,  and 
presenting  an   ulcerated  surface 
internally,  with  a  highly  vascular 
fungus    protruding   from  it,  of  a 
brain-like  consistence  :  on  making 
a  section  of  the  tumor,  it  exhibit- 
ed a  complete  scirrhous  texture, 
and,  from  its  density  and  thick- 
ness, must  have  weighed  nearly 
two   pounds.     A   few   ounces   of 
the  black  fluid  were  contained  in 
the   stomach,  and  no  doubt   the 
ulcerated  surface  of  the  scirrhus 
most  have  been  the  source  of  this 
morbid  secretion  :  the  pulsatory 
motion  of  the  tumor  was  of  course 
communicated  by  the  aorta,  upon 
which  it  rested.     The  heart  was 
fat,  but   its   muscular  structure 
thin  and  soft,  so  that  it  appeared 
smaller  than  the  general  bulk  of 
the  body  would  have  led  one  to 
suspect ;  the  aorta,  on  the  contra- 
ry, seemed  larger  than  natural, 
but  on  splitting  it  down  with  scis- 
sors, the  only  morbid  appearance 
was  the  large  size  of  the  caeliac 
artery  branching    from    it,   and, 
around  its  origin,  a  deposit  of  bony 
matter.     Probably  the  great  size, 
of  this  vessel,  from  whose  branch- 
es the  diseased  mass  most  have 
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been  supplied,  may  account,  ia 
80106  measure,  for  the  profuse 
secretion  which  seems  to  have 
been  constantly  poured  into  the 
stomach  from  the  ulcerated  and 
fungous  surface;  sanguineous  exu- 
dation and  sloughs  broken  down, 
had  probably  imparted  the  dark 
color  and  offensive  odor  to  the 
ejected  fluid :  a  considerable 
slough  was  drawn  out  from  the 
orifice  of  the  pylorus,  through 
which  the  finger  readily  passed 
into  the  duodenum.  The  liver 
was  studded  with  white  tubercles, 
(ibout  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut,  both 
on  the  surface  and  within  its  sub- 
stance ;  the  peritoneal  surface  of 
the  diaphragm,  contiguous  to  the 
liver  and  the  tumor,  was  quite 
rough  with  minute  granular  tu- 
bercles. The  bowels  were  near- 
ly empty.  The  kidneys  were 
healthy,  but  covered  with  an  im- 
mense accumulation  of  fat,  which 
extended  down  the  loins  into  the 
pelvis,  and  across  to  the  mesen- 
tery, rendering  it  unusually  thick. 
'^  Mr.  W.  had  retained  his 
usual  appearance  of  obesity  till 
within  the  last  month  or  six  weeks, 
but  since  the  frequent  vomiting 
came  on,be  became  rapidly  ema- 
ciated. From  these  circum- 
stances, tve  may  perhaps  conclude 
that  the  scirrhus  became  ulcerat- 
ed at  this  period,  and  that  its  fatal 
progress  was  much  accelerated 
by  frequent  excitement  in  the  act 
of  vomiting.  It  may  perhaps  be 
worth  while  to  observe,  that  Mr. 
W.  was  of  a  florid  complexion, 
and  that  his  mother  died  of  cancer 
in  the  breast, — from  which  cir- 
cumstance he  always  apprehend- 
ed himself  to  have  an  hereditary 
tendency  to  that  disease  ;  and  it 
may  be  curious  to  speculate, 
whether  the  rigid  observance  of 
the  discipline  of  bis  religion  may 


not  have  had  some  teudeocy  to 
determine  the  morbid  actioa  to 
the  stomach." 


III. 

ON  PaESSlTRB  AS  A  SUBOICAt  BE- 
MB0T. 

Bjr  Mr.  W.  J.  WicKHAM,  Suri^eon  to  Um 
Winchester  Hospital. 

Mr.  Wickham  considers  the  ac- 
tion of  pressure  under  three  dis- 
tinct heads ; — first,  as  a  means  of 
suppressing  hemorrhage,  and  caus- 
ing a  temporary  interruption  of 
the  circulation  ;  secondly,  as  pro- 
ducing absorption  ;  thirdly,  as  ao 
adjuvant  to  other  remedies  in  giir- 
ing  support  to  parts  which  re- 
quire it. 

«^  Pressure  may  be  resorted  to 
in  the  most  desperate  cases  of 
hemorrhage  from  a  large  branch 
of  an  artery  or  trunk,  but  the  be- 
nefit to  be  derived  from  it  will 
entirely  depend  on  the  manner  id 
which  It  is  applied.  The  proper 
exertion  of  compression  in  this 
case,  implies  a  correct  knowledge 
of  the  course  of  the  vessel  ivhich 
requires  it,  the  selection  of  the 
most  desirable  spot  on  which  it  is 
to  be  used,  and  the  fulfilment  of 
that  object  alone,  without  injury 
to  other  parts.  For  the  want  of 
a  correct  knowledge  of  the  course 
of  the  femoral  artery,  I  have  wit- 
nessed serious  hemorrhage  during 
amputation,  the  circular  pressure 
being  applied  with  the  greatest 
degree  of  force  which  the  screw 
would  allow  of,  but  the  compress 
%vhich  should  have  been  applied 
over  the  artery,  being  placed 
aivay  from  its  course. 

*'  Within  these  few  days,  a 
case  of  wound  of  the  posterior 
tibial  artery,  near  the  malleolus, 
was  brought  into    oar  hospital. 
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The  patient  bad  sastained  very 
copioQi  discfaarges  of  bloody  and 
I  ibiak  bo  could  not  bave  borne 
another  jet  from  the  vessel.  Tbe 
tourniquet  had  been  applied  over 
the  posterior  tibial  artery  above 
the  wound,  instead  of  tbe  ieinoral, 
and  but  very  inefficient  pressure 
bad  been  made  on  the  bleeding 
wound.  By  (bis,  though  tbe  blood 
did  not  issue  from  tbe  upper  ez- 
treniity  of  tbe  artery,  yet  the 
aoastamosis  afforded  a  large  sup- 
ply, by  which  the  lower  end  bled 
to  a  very  great  amount.  I  imme- 
diately, placed  ligatures  on  both 
ends  of  the  artery,  and  secured  it 
from  further  bleeding.  Here, 
then,  the  tourniquet  had  been 
misapplied,  and  rendered  inopera- 
tive on  tbe  bleeding  artery  ;  and 
the  parts  about  the  wound  had 
been  bruised  and  injured,  by  an 
effectual  compression  of  ten  days, 
during  which  time  hemorrhage 
was,  from  time  to  time,  going  on, 
being  only  arrested  by  the  occa- 
sional formation  of  a  coagulum, 
and  returning  whenever  it  was 
removed.  The  objects  to  be  ob- 
tained in  securing  the  bleeding 
vessel  are,  1st,  to  close  the  ori- 
fice from  which  the  blood  issues, 
and  secondly,  so  to  suppress  the 
force  of  circulation  in  the  vessel, 
as  to  prevent  the  removal  of  coa- 
gulum which  forms  around  it.  In 
all  cases  it  is  most  desirable  to 
put  ligatures  on  an  artery,  if  it 
can  be  discovered  at  the  wound  ; 
but  in  failure  of  this,  which  fre- 
quently happens,  from  the  many 
difficulties  occurring  at  these 
times, — difficulties  which  are 
known  only  to  those  who  have 
experienced  them, — the  firm  com- 
pression of  the  vessel  may  be  re- 
sorted to.  The  part  from  which 
the  blood  flows  should  be  covered 
with  a  firm  compress,  just  large 


eooagh  to  prevent  the  further  es- 
cape of  blood,  and  be  pressed 
against  tbe  most  resisting  pa  t  ; 
i.  e.)  tbe  nearest  bone.  U,iOQ. 
this,  larger  compresses  should  be 
applied,  so  as  to  press  the  great- 
est force  on  the  bleeding  part, 
which  should  be  gradually  increas- 
ed as  the  surrounding  parts  recede 
from  the  wound.  Uver  this  a 
bandage  is  to  be  applied,  rolled 
lightly  from  tbe  lower  extremity 
of  the  limb,  and,  gradually  in- 
creasing its  tightness  as  it  ap- 
proaches tbe  wound,  is  to  be  car- 
ried on  some  way  above  it.  In 
addition  to  this,  it  is  well  to  apply 
a  tourniquet  on  tbe  main  vessel 
for  a  few  hours,  which  lessens  the 
force  of  pulsation  at  the  wound, 
and  aids  the  formation  of  the  coa- 
gulum. 

*'  In  tbe  lower  extremity,  the 
anterior  tibial  artery  may  be  com- 
pressed without  fear  throughout 
its  whole  course  ;  also  the  poste- 
rior tibial,  as  high  as  the  middle 
of  the  leg ;  but  I  think  its  calibre 
is  too  large,  higher,  to  be  treated 
by  compression  only.  In  the  up- 
per extremity,  1  would  not  confide 
in  pressure  higher  than  the  bra- 
chial artery  at  the  bend  of  the 
elbow.* 

^^  I  have  several  times  observed 
very  serious  effects,  the  conse- 
quence of  ill-directed  pressure, 
for  tbe  suppression  of  hemorrhage 
from  the  temporal  artery,  where 
it  has  been  opened  in  the  common 
way  of  taking  blood  from  that 
vessel.  The  cases  h»ve  been  of 
this  nature  ; — ^after  opening  the 
temporal  artery,  and  abstracting 
tbe  desired  quantity  of  blood,  a 
compress,  much  larger  than  the 
wound,  has  been  placed  over  it, 

•  Sec  the  excellent  observations  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Bristol,  on  the  wound  of 
tliat  TiMfel,  at  the  bend  of  Om  elbow. 
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ivhich  for  a  time  has  succeeded 
in  stopping  the  bleeding.  After 
a  few  hoars,  perhaps,  on  exertion, 
or  from  some  other  cause,  hemor- 
rhage has  come  on,  and  instead  of 
making  a  more  immediate  pres- 
sure on  the  vessel,  the  same 
compress  has  been  continued,  and 
the  bandage  tightened  to  a  great 
degree.  This  has  also  for  a  time 
answered  the  purpose,  but  on  its 
becoming  in  the  least  loosened, 
bleeding  has  recurred,  and  in  this 
waj  a  large  quantity  of  blood  has 
been  lost  at  different  times,  the 
pressure  having  been  applied  to 
the  surrounding  parts  rather  than 
to  the  wounded  artery.  The 
parts,  by  this,  have  suffered  so 
much  injury  from  the  compression, 
that  inflammation  of  an  erysipela- 
tous character  has  supervened, 
which  has  sometimes  terminated 
fatally. 

^^  Large  veins  are  occasionally 
wounded,  and  furnish  a  very  con- 
aiderable  quantity  of  blood,  which 
may  be  suppressed  by  the  appli- 
cation of  forcible  and  well-exert- 
ed pressure. 

*'  It  will  be  considered  that  the 
veins  are  not  so  liable  to  seconda- 
ry hemorrhage  as  the  arteries, 
whose  pulsation  is  apt  to  force  off 
the  coagulum  which  may  be  form- 
ed ;  they  therefore  will  be  more 
readily  and  completely  secured  by 
compression.  In  addition  to  this, 
where  veins  are  wounded,  it  will 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  pressure 
should  be  adopted,  in  preference, 
where  it  can  be  confided  in,  to 
ligature,  from  the  dangerous  con- 
sequences which  often  attend  on 
the  latter." 

With  regard  to  the  second  ap- 
plication of  pressure, — namely, 
for  the  purpose  of  causing  the 
absorption  of  newly  deposited  or 
diseased  parts,  it  is  necessary  to 


keep  in  mind,  that  if  the  pressure 
be  adopted  to  a  certain  extent 
only,  the  action  of  the  arteries  is 
increased,  and  instead  of  causing 
the  removal  of  the  part,  an  in- 
crease is  the  result ;  but  if  it  be 
more  firmly  applied,  so  as  to  check 
arterial  action,  and  impede  the 
circulation  through  them,  absorp* 
tion  must  follow.  ^^  Pressure 
operates  in  this  ratio; — in  a  slight 
degree,  the  arteries  becpme  sti- 
mulated, more  blood  is  sent  to 
the  part,  and  deposit  is  the  result; 
but  if  it  be  exerted  to  a  greater 
degree,  the  bloodvessels  are  less- 
ened in  their  calibres,  and  less 
blood  circulates  in  the  part :  the 
absorbent  vessels  likewise,  no 
doubt,  in  this  case  receive  the 
stimulus,  and  become  more  ac- 
tive." 

The  author  proceeds  to  make 
some  observations  on-  the  plan  of 
treating  cancer  by  pressure,  as 
recommended  by  Mr.  Young. 
The  results  of  his  experience  are 
not  favorable  to  the  opinion  that 
the  disease  can  be  thus  removed; 
and  this  corresponds  to  the  gene- 
ral inference  which  has  been 
drawn  by  the  profession.  Mr. 
Wickham  thus  continues  :— 

'^  There  is  a  species  of  ulcer, 
in  the  cure  of  which,  pressure, 
if  properly  applied,  has  a  very 
decided  and  satisfactory  power, — 
I  mean  the  ulcer  with  callous 
edges.  The  usual  denomination 
used  for  this  sore,  is  that  ot  indo- 
lent. The  consequence  of  this 
term  being  employed,  without 
reference  to  the  cause  of  the 
sluggishness,  is,  that  the  sore  is 
treated  by  stimulating  means, 
which  only  prolong,  rather  than 
expedite  its  cure.  The  state  of 
the  sore  appears  to  me  to  be  this: 
the  surrounding  parts  are  in  a  state 
of  chronic  inflammation;  the  weak- 
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ened,  diitended,  and  overcharged 
▼etsels,  are  constantly  depositing 
fresh  matter  at  the  edses  of  the 
•ore,  by  which  a  firoo  band  is  at 
last  formed,  so  as  effectually  to 
prevent  the  further  progress  of 
these  vessels  towards  the  sore 
itself;  the  effect  of  which  is,  that 
the  sore  is  ill  supplied  with  blood, 
and  absorption,  that  is,  the  ulcer" 
ative  process,  proceeds,  without 
admitting  of  any  check  from  sti- 
muli.     Pressure    in    this    ulcer 


operates  by  compressing  the  ves- 
sels  of  the  surrounding  parts  which 
supply  the  callous  edges  with 
fresh  matter  :  thus,  by  reducing 
them  to  an  ordinate  and  healthy 
action,  the  further  deposit  is  put 
a  stop  to,  and  the  edges  become 
absorbed  ;  the  vessels  then  find 
their  way  to  the  sore,  which  now 
assumes  a  state  of  health  and  ac- 
tivity, and  by  it  the  process  of 
healing  is  ultimately  completed.'^ 
Pravtncicd  JUed.  Gaz. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAX  LITERATURE. 


INTERMITTENT    FEVER. 

The  depletory  mode  of  treating  this 
disease,  which  has  lately  been  much 
the  subject  of  discussion,  is  strongly 
advocated  by  Dr.  Bell,  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  a  paper  on  the  subject  pub- 
lished iu  the  N.  A.  Journal.  Dr.  B. 
recommends  the  use  of  the  lancet 
both  in  the  cold  and  the  hot  stage, 
and  even  during  the  intermission, 
provided  pain  in  the  head  and  ten- 
derness of  the  epigastrium  be  pre- 
sent. For  other  remedies  during 
the  hot  stage,  he  advises  cold  affusion 
or  immersion,  and  the  use  of  cool 
acid  beverage. 

Dr.  B.  condemns  the  use  of  bark 
during  the  intervals  of  fever,  unless 
ihe  apyrexia  be  perfect,  and  the  pa- 
tient free  from  gastric  irritation. 
When  this  is  the  case,  full  doses  of 
the  bark  may  be  given,  and  repeated 
at  short  intervals.  If,  however,  the 
disease  is  found  to  retain  its  parox- 
ysmal character,  and  the  head  and 
stomach  are  distressed,  this  medicine 
must  be  omitted,  and  recourse  again 
bad  to  the  lanceU    Thb  treatment 


of  Dr.  B.  is  certainly  a  very  remarka- 
ble one.  It  is  a  most  signal  illustra- 
tion of  the  extent  to  which  a  man's 
reasoning  may  carry  him,  in  opposi- 
tion to  innumerable  facts  and  pro- 
tracted experience.  Although  this 
disease  may  sometimes  yield  to  the 
abstraction  of  blood  when  that  fluid 
is  accumulated  in  the  internal  organs, 
it  is,  we  apprehend,  too  late  in  the 
history  of  medicine  for  the  profes- 
sion to  be  told  that  the  lancet  in  all 
stages,  and  even  the  intermission  of 
this  malady,  is  the  appropriate  reme- 
dy ;  or  that  the  paroxysmal  charac- 
ter is  not  the  clearest  possible  indi- 
cation for  the  use  of  bark. — Dr.  B. 
is  of  opinion  that  no  other  tonic  is 
likely  to  succeed  in  that  state  of  the 
stomach  in  which  the  cinchona  and 
quinine  fail,  and  that  the  treatment 
with  arsenic  is  very  hazardous,  and 
frequently  followed  by  permanent 
injury  to  the  system.  Some  of  the 
most  obstinate  cases  of  relapse  which 
Dr.  B.  met  with,  were  those  in  which 
the  disease  had  been  checked  by  the 
use  of  the  min.  solution. 
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With  regard  to  iotestioal  evacua-  was  admiaistered^  it  would  doubtless 

tioD8|  ilio  author  is  not  disposed  to  have  been  attributed  to  its  infiuenca. 

estimate   h  ir  X  aloe  very  high.    Aq  Yet   the   question    might    natiirally 

emetic  is  somelimes  required  at  the  have  suggested  itself,  whether  this 

onset  of  the  disease,  but  not  always,  was  anything  more  than  the  spoota- 

and   one  or  two  cathartics   are  all  neous  termination    of  the   disease^ 

which  are  usually  needed.     The  best  without    reference   to   the  remedy, 

articles  for  this  last  purpose  are,  sen-  It  is  a  fact  well  worthy  of  considera- 

na,  ma<ii  a,  and  the  supertartrate  of  tioo,  that  where   opium  is  given  to 

potash*     Epsom  salts  are  also  a  use*  produce  sleep  in  delirium  treinens, 

ful  purgative,  and  possess  the  ad  van-  this  effect  is  rarely  found  to  super* 

tage  of  acting  within  a  short  time,—  vene   on  the  first    doses,  however 

a  circumstance  which  is  often  of  con-  considerable ;  yet  it  will  usually  bap- 

siderable  importance.  pen,  if  the  medicine  be  persevered 


■  in,  although  the  doses  be  not  much 

DELIRIUM  TREMENS.  increased.     That  in  most  cases  the 

This  disease  forms  the  subject  of  a  »leep  is  owing  to  the  opium  taken, 

paper  in  the  October  No.  of  the  N.  ^^ere  is  no  doubt ;   but  in  some  we 

A.  Journal.     The  views  which  are  are  inclined  to  suspect,  that  it  occurs 

taken,  both  of  the  nature  and  treat-  ^^^^  ^^^  morbid  action  has  spent 

ment,  correspond,  for  the  most  part,  'tself,  without  having  been  at  all  in- 

withthoseofDr.  Coaies,aseipre8S.  duced  by  the  treatment.     We  have 

«d  about  two  years  since  in  the  same  ^^^'^^  ^^  «a«®«  of  this  disease  left 

journal.     The  author  considers  it  a  entirely  to  nature,  which  terminated 

disease   of  debility,   and   condemns  favorably  ;  and  we  know  there  are 

general   bleeding   in    strong    terms,  practitioners   who    treat    it    wholly 

The  treatment  suggested,  consists  in  without  narcotics,  and  consider  theoi- 

Ihe  exhibition  of  cathartic  medicines,  s«^ves  very  successful.     In  our  owo 

so  as  to  produce  free  alvine  evacua-  practice   we  have    usually   adopted 

tions ;   and  subsequently  of  opium,  ^'•'    Coates's  system,  and   for  the 

until  sleep  is  obtained.     Dr.  Coates  «nost  part  with  fortuuate  results. 

advanced  the  assertion,  that  opium  — — ^— 

Jiad  never  been  known  to  produce  crusta  lactea. 

any  dangerous  consequence.     A  case  It   has   generally   been    considered 

IS  cited  by  this  author,  which  forms  that  Crusta  Lactea  is  connected  with 

«  striking  and  important  exception  dentition,  and  that  it  occurs  about 

to  this  remark. — A  patient  was  or-  the   time  when   that  process  com* 

dered  twenty  drops  of  the  acetum  mences.     A   writer   in   the  N.    A. 

«pii,  every  hour.     He  took  it  con-  Journal, — Dr.    Mitchell,  of  Frank- 

stautly  fur  three  days,  when  it  pro-  ford,  Pa., — considers  tbb  opinion  to 

duced  stupor  and  a  state  resembling  be  founded  in  error.     He  gives  the 

apoplexy.     In   this  case,  had  sleep  particulars  of  a  case  which  occurred 

supervened  at  any  hour  of  the  se-  in  his  owo  family,  commencing  when 

venty-two  during  which  the  narcotic  the  child  was  three  months  ald«  and. 
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continuing  for  five  months.  It  seem- 
ed to  be  occasioned  by  the  diet  of 
the  parent,  ivho  had  confined  hersHf 
almost  exclusively  to  animal  food. 
This  idea  was  confirmed  by  noticing 
that  when  the  child  was  permitted 
to  suck  and  swallow  the  juice  of 
meaty  the  disease  was  always  aggra* 
Yated.  Various  remedies,  both  ex- 
ternal and  internal^  were  employed 
without  advantage.  The  greatest 
benefit  was  derived  from  the  exhibi- 
tion of  calomel  and  chalk,  and  from 
the  external  use  of  the  following 
ointment  :«- 

R.  Adip.  So. 

Subm.  Hjd.  aa  ••• 

Sulphur  Sub. 

Lap.  Cal.aa  ^i.    M. 

This  plan  of  treatment  appeared  to 
eontribute  essentially  to  the  cure. 


a  blistered  surface,  about  twice  the 
size  of  a  dollar,  on  the  outside  of  the 
thigh,  and  applied  to  it  half  a  grain 
of  acetate  of  morphia.  Failing  to 
give  relief,  in  fifteen  minutes  a  se^ 
cond  like  application  was  made  on 
the  inner  side  of  the  knee,  and  a 
third  succeeded  in  entirely  relieving 
the  pain.  A  little  drowsiness  and 
verligo  followed,  which  soon  disap* 
peared. 

The  second  was  a  case  of  acute- 
rheumatism,  in  which  two  applica- 
tions like  the  above  were  made  to 
the  thigh.  The  pain,  which  was  ex- 
cruciating, was  permanently  relieved, 
although  in  other  respects  the  disease 
pursued  its  regular  course. 


mncUMATtSM  CURED  BT  ACBTATB  OF 
MORPHIA  APPLIED  TO  A  BLISTERED 
SURFACE. 

A  French  Journal,  La  Clintque, 
contains  a  history  of  two  cases  of 
rheumatism  successfully  treated  by 
this  endermic  practice.  The  first 
occurred  in  an  individual  of  advanc- 
ed age  and  robust  frame,  who  had 
been  subject  to  the  chronic  form  of 
the  disease  for  twenty  years,  com- 
plicated of  late  with  some  obscure 
disease  of  the  spine.  Occasional 
pain  and  sudden  loss  of  power  in  the 
leA  leg,  with  other  indications  of  pa- 
ralysis, led  to  the  employment  of 
strychnia,  which  was  relieving  the 
disease,  when.  Ie:irning  that  it  was  a 
powerful  remedy,  he  declined  using 
any  more.  On  the  2d  of  July,  vio- 
lent pain  and  convulsion  of  die  limb 
came  on.  His  physician,  by  means 
of  ammonia,  procured  in  ten  minutes 


8UBCARB0NATE  OP  IRON  IN   CHRONIC 
RHEUMATISM. 

Dr.  Belcombb  has  given  notice 
to  the  profession,  in  the  English 
Journals,  that  he  has  for  the  last  five 
years  been  in  the  habit  of  treating 
Chronic  Rheumatism  with  Carbonate 
of  Iron,  and  generally  with  good  suc- 
cess. This  he  supposes  may  be  at- 
tributed to  the  alliance  of  this  disease 
with  Neuralgia.  Dr.  Scudamore 
makes  mention  of  this  medicine,  but 
gives  no  remark  respecting  its  use. 
With  this  exception,  it  is  a  remedy 
new,  we  believe,  with  Dr.  Belcombe. 


DROPSY. 


Dr.  Bright,  in  his  medical  reports 
recently  published  in  London,  ad- 
vances the  opinion,  that  a  considera- 
ble proportion  of  the  cases  of  dropsy 
which  are  met  with  in  practice,  have 
their  origin  in  organic  derangement 
of  Jhe  kidneys.     This  idea  is  con- 
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firmed  by  Dr.   Chrisiwon,  of  Edin-  The  structural  changes  discoYered 

burgh,  who  has  found  the  kidneys  in  these  cases,  differed  considerably 

diseased  in  all  the  cases  of  death  from  each  other,  but  in  all  they  were 

from  dropsy  which  he  has  had  op-  amply  sufficient  to  prove  the  eibl- 

porlunity  to  examine.    Four  cases  ence   during  life  of  decided   renal 

of  this  kind,  with  the  appearances  disease.     Analysis  of  the   urine,  in 

on    inspection,  are  given  in  a  late  all  these  cases,  proved  the  area  to 

No.  of  the  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  be  deficient  in  quantity. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY.  NOVEMBER  17,  1829. 


RETENTION  OP  K  FCETUfl  IN  UTERO. 

We  published,  the  week  before  last, 
a  letter  extracted  from  the  London 
Medical  Gazette,  which  contained 
the  history  of  a  case  in  which  partu- 
rition took  place  thirteen  callendar 
months  after  ihe  period  of  concep- 
tion. The  author  of  that  letter,  Mr. 
CuLLBN,  a  Surgeon  in  England,  says 
that  in  the  course  of  a  long  practice, 
he  had  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  any 
similar  case,  nor  had  he  met  with 
any  such  in  the  course  of  his  read- 
ing. This  fact  ought  perhaps  to 
call  our  attention  more  particularly 
to  the  history  of  a  like  phenomenon, 
communicated  to  the  Editor  of  this 
Journal  by  Dr.  Homans,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  present  volume,  page 
372.  Such  cases  are  important  not 
only  in  a  physiological  and  patholo- 
gical point  of  view,  but  also,  and 
more  particularly,  as  connected  with 
juridical  medicine. 

LECTURES  IN  BOSTON. 

Few  forms  of  instruction  are  more 
inviting  than  public  lectures.  This 
sentiment  is  very  generally  enter- 
tained, we  should  judge,  at  the  pre- 
seut  day,  since  their  number  and  va- 


riety is  annually  increasing.  The 
present  season  there  are  in  progress 
in  this  city,  courses  of  lectures  oit 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  on  Midwifery 
and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  on  Ma* 
teria  Medica,  on  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Physic,  and  on  Chemist- 
ry, at  the  Medical  College.  Full 
courses  are  also  given  on  a  variety 
of  subjects  of  Science  connected 
with  the  Arts,  to  the  Members  of 
the  Mechanic  Institute;  others  to 
the  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Use- 
ful Knowledge,  and  still  others  to 
the  Mechanic  Charitable  Association. 
Besides,  a  course  on  Chemistry  and 
Mineralogy  is  advertised  by  Dr. 
Webster,— on  Entomology  by  Dr. 
Siorer,  and  on  Chemistry  and  Phar- 
macy by  Dr.  Gay.  Book-keeping 
and  other  arts  are  also  taught  in 
this  agreeable  method  ;  and  the  lec- 
tures generally  are  accessible  for  so 
small  a  fee,  as  to  offer  facilities  for 
the  acquisition  of  knowledge  never 
before  enjoyed  in  this  place. 


Solution  of  Camphor, — Dr.  H. 
N.  Preston,  of  Newton,  recommends, 
in  the  last  No.  of  the  «  Genius  of 
Temperance,''  that  a  solution  of 
Camphor  in  Lime-water  be  used  in 
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families,  instead  of  the  commoD  Spi« 
rits.  His  mode  of  dissolviog  this 
guroi  is  to  pour  six  ouaces  of  lime- 
water  on  two  drachms  of  camphor, 
previously  rubbed  down  with  an 
equal  weight  of  quick  lime.  After 
allowing  it  half  an  hour  to  settle,  the 
clean  solution  to  be  decanted. 

The  Doctor  is  of  opinion  that  the 
lime  can  in  no  case  where  camphor 
is  used  in  families,  interfere  with  its 
desired  operation ;  and  the  advan- 
tages of  this  preparation  over  the 
spirituous  are,  that  when  mixed  with 
water,  the  gum  will  not  separate; 
it  is  more  economical ;  and,  most  of 
all,  it  is  one  important  step  toward 
the  desirable  banishment  of  alcohol 
from  medicinal  preparations. — These 
are  certainly  very  important  objects  ; 
but  we  are  not  aware  why  the  com- 
mon Emulsion  or  Mixture  of  Cam- 
phor, which  has  long  been  in  use 
and  kept  by  all  apothecaries,  does 
not  answer  to  the  full  all  the  pur- 
poses contemplated  by  this  new  pre- 
paration. The  sweet  almonds  and 
sugar  which  enter  into  its  composi- 
tion, make  it  more  palatable  than 
the  lime-water  solution ;  and  we 
should  always  be  slow  to  adopt  any 
new  medicine  in  place  of  one  which 
is  well  known  and  in  common  use, 
when  the  former  offers  no  superior 
advantage.  Physicians  might  wel| 
prescribe  the  £mulsion,  in  many 
cases  where  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
directing  tbo  alcoholic  solution. 

Extraordinary  Success.'- A  French 
writer  recommends  in  high  terms  the 
oil  of  turpentine  for  the  cure  of  lum- 
bago and  sciatica ;  and  seriously 
gives,  as  proof  of  its  value  in  these 
diseases,  the  remarkable   fact,  that 


'^  out  of  seventy-one  cases,  be  great- 
ly relieved  fifteen  by  its  external  and 
internal  use.*'  Nothing  surely  will 
so  soon  or  thoroughly  deprive  a  man 
of  his  senses,  as  a  hobby. 


Case  of  Uncommon  Chrowth,^-' 
This  case  is  recorded  by  Dr.  Bedor, 
in  La  Clinique.  It  occurred  In  a 
young  man  who  had  symptoms  de- 
noting organic  disease  of  the  heart, 
and  who,  in  twenty-five  days,  in- 
creased in  stature  three  inches.  The 
patient  died  suddenly,  a  few  days 
after  he  was  seen  by  Dr.  Bedor.  He 
was  scarcely  nineteen  years  of  age,  . 
and  had  attained  the  unusual  growth 
of  six  feet  three  inches. 


JRoetus  affected  loith  Fungous 
Hamatodes, — Dr.  Tonnele  delivered 
a  woman  of  a  child,  which  had  upon 
its  right  parietal  bone  an  enormous 
fungous  hsematodes.  The  base  of 
this  tumor  originated  in  the  osseous 
tissue,  and  perforated  it  like  a  sieve ; 
the  dura  mater  was^heafthy.— /ovr- 
nal  des  Progres, 


Bill  of  Mortality, —\\  will  be  no- 
ticed by  our  Bill  of  Mortality,  that 
the  number  of  deaths  in  the  week 
has  been  but  10.  This  fact  has  been 
pretty  extensively  circulated  in  the 
newspapers.  It  appears,  however, 
to  be  wholly  incidental,  since  the 
number  the  week  previous  was  32,— 
very  considerably  more  than  the 
usual  average. 


Notice.  Our  subscribers  are  in- 
formed that  Mr.  Barnet  Peters,  of 
Portland,  is  no  longer  Agent  for  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


WEEKLY   REPORT   OF   DEATHS  IN   BOSTON,  ENDING  NOVEMBER  4. 


Date.  ISex.jAge.  | 


Disease. 


Date.  |Sex.|Age.  | 


Disease. 


Oct.  SO. 

M. 

I2ino   scrofula 

M. 

34  yrsidelirium  tremens 

Nov.  1. 

M. 

2  yrs  croup 

M. 

62^    ' 

suicide 

2. 

!•'. 

5       hooping  cough 

F. 

84 

old  age 

h\ 

S        measles 

3. 

M. 

46 

consumption 

F. 

14  mo  mortification  m  the  bowels 

4. 

F. 

4  mo 

canker 

Males,  5~Femal 

et,  6.    Total,  10. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

A NATOMICO- SURGICAL  DRAW- 
INGS, and  DeicriptioDs  of  all  the 
Surg^ical  Operatiom,  according*  to  the 
most  approved  metbodi.  By  L.  J,  Voff 
BiBRKowSKT.  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  volttmet,  and  570  drawing 
•on  58  folio  platet. 

KZTKACT8  FROM  THB  PROIPBCTVS. 

^  Eoconraged  bj  the  approbation  of 
ftie  Medical  Profeuion,  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  a  work  under  the  present  title.^^ 

^  This  work  contains  570  drawings,  on 
5tt  plates  folio ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  volumes  8vo.  a  concise  explanation 
«f  each  surgical  operation.  The  plates 
•exhibit  not  only  the  parts  interested  io 
^operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
lize,  but,  what  is  much  more  important, 
represent  the  different  acts  or  stages  of  the 
"Whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de- 
lineations of  snch  morbid  affections  as 
consist  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi* 
tion,  stroctnre,  color,  ftc.  In  order  to 
afford  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
plates  will  be  Lithographic ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  perfect  accuracy,  en- 
gagements hare  been  entered  into  for  their 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especial 
direction  of  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professors  of  the  University  of  that  city.^' 

A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plates,  is  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  CARTER  k  HEN  DEE,  who 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 

Subscribers  will  be  furnished  with  the 
work,  and  the  first  impressions  of  the 
plates,  at  the  price  of  $90. 

The  subscription  list  will  be  open  until 
the  1st  of  November,  1829,  after  which 
period  the  price  of  the  work  will  be  raised 
tof  40. 

r .  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  sub- 
scribers the  work  will  be  issued  in  five 
Numbers,  at  $  6  each,  payable  on  deli- 
very. Sept.  29.  1S20SN1D. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 
<'  I^OPAIVA  may  be  given  in^this  form 

Vy  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart- 
ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach  ;  and  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  large  doses  it 
does  not  puige."— PAt/.  JotunuU  of  Med. 


See  an  article  io  thia  Jovmil,  Aug.  ISth. 

SUROPBAV  LKXCHSt. 

An  excellent  lot  of  European  Leecbeii 
which  will  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  price, 
or  applied,  in  any  part  of  Boston  or  in  the 
ricinity. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVIS,  188 
Washinjf^on  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  as 
at  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eoptf. 

CARTER  k  HENDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,— The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  Gkorgk  Combr. 

From  Uu  Preface  (o  the  American  edition, 
^^  Mr.  Combers  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  manv  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
Toted  to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  is  not  fennallj 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  an* 
thor,  and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  Ulo^ 
trations,  have  it  always  obriously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 
^^  The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi* 
tion  from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community.  • 

^^  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  genenl 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  oi^ 
der  with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  althougli 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  hesUth 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay.— To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  whi^  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  oeai- 
munity."  Sept.  8. 

A  TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C  .G.  HvFELA  VD,  Physiciaift 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  Scc^  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  receiyeid 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 


PiiMished  weekly,  by  Johr  Cottor ,  at  184,  WasUagton  8t.  eorner  of  Fraaklia  8c»  to 
whom  all  eomniuaieatioBs  most  be  addressed,  poHpoid. — ^Frice  three  dollars  per  ennm,  if 
paid  in  sdvasee,  tbr^e  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  nonths,  and  four  doUaia  if 
aot  paid  within  Che  year.    Thepostsgelbr  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL   SKlSTCH    OF   JOHN 
HUNTER. 

The  celebrated  John  Hodter,  one 
of  the  greatest  anatomists  that  ever 
lived,  scarcely  received  any  educa- 
tion whatever  until  he  was  twenty 
years  old.  He  was  born  in  the 
Tear  1728,  in  Lanarkshire ;  and 
being  the  youngest  of  a  faoaily  of 
ten,  and  the  child  of  his  father's 
old  age,  tvould  seem  to  have  been 
brought  up  with  the  most  foolish 
and  unfortunate  indulgence.  When 
be  was  only  ten  years  old  his  father 
died  ;  and  under  the  charge  of  his 
mother  it  is  probable  that  be  was 
left  to  act  as  be  chose,  with  still 
less  restraint  than  ever.  Such  was 
his  aversion  at  this  time  to  anything 
like  regular  application,  that  it 
was  with  no  small  difficulty,  we 
are  told,  be  had  been  taught  even 
the  elements  of  reading  and  writ- 
ing ;  while  an  attempt  that  was 
made  to  give  him  some  knowledge 
of  Latin  (according  to  the  plan  of 
education  then  almost  universally 
followed  in  regard  to  the  sons  of 
even  the  smallest  landed  proprie- 
tore  in  Scotland),  was,  after  a 
short  space,  abandoned  altogether. 
Thus  he  grew  up,  spending  his 
time  merely  incountry  amusements, 
and  for  many  years  without  even 
thinking,  as  it  would  appear,  of 
any  profession  by  which  he  might 
earn  a  livelihood.  It  was,  howe- 
ver, found  necessary  at  last,  that 

41 


something  should  be  determined 
upon  in  regard  to  this  point ;  for 
the  family  estate,  such  as  it  was, 
had  gone  to  his  eldest  brother,  and 
the  father  had  made  no  provision 
for  maintaining  John  any  longer  in 
idleness.  So,  destitute  as  he  was 
of  all  literary  acquirements,  there 
was  no  other  resource  for  him  ex- 
cept some  business  that  would  give 
employment  to  bis  hands  rather 
than  his  he^d;  and  one  of  his  sisters 
having  married  a  cabinet-maker,  or 
carpenter,  in  Glasgow,  it  was  re- 
solved he  should  be  bound  appren- 
tice to  his  brother-in-law.  With 
this  person,  accordingly,  be  conti- 
nued for  some  tiaie,  learning  to 
make  chairs  and  tables ;  and  this 
probably  might  have  been,  for  life, 
the  employment  of  the  genius  that 
afterwards  distinguished  itself  so 
greatly  in  one  of  the  most  important 
walks  of  philosophic  discovery,  but 
for  circumstances  which,  at  the 
time  when  they  occurred,  were 
doubtless  deemed  unrortunate.  His 
master  failed,  and  John  was  left 
without  any  obvious  means  of  pur- 
suing even  the  humble  line  of  life 
on  which  he  had  set  out.  He  was 
at  this  tinie  in  the  twentietb  year 
of  his  age.  His  elder  brother, 
William,  afterwards  the  celebrat- 
ed Dr.  Hunter,  had  very  recently 
settled  as  a  medical  practitioner 
in  London  ;  but  had  already  begun 
to  distinguish  himself  as  a  lecturer 
and  anatomical  demonstrator.  To 
him  John  determined  to  address 
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himself.  The  rumor  of  the  one 
brotber^s  success  and  growing  re- 
putation had  probably,  even  before 
this  time,  awakened  something  of 
ambition  in  the  other,  with  a  wish 
to  escape  from  the  obscure  fortune 
to  which  be  seemed  destined.  John 
now  wrote  to  his  brother,  offering 
him  his  sennces  as  an  assistant  in 
his  dissecting-room,  and  intimating 
that  if  this  proposal  should  not  be 
accepted,  he  meant  to  enlist  in  the 
army.  Fortunately  for  science, 
his  letter  was  answered  in  the  way 
he  wished.  On  his  brother's  invi- 
tation, he  set  out  for  the  metropo- 
lis. He  was  now  put  to  work  in 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  re- 
quested to  be  employed.  His  bro- 
ther, wc  are  informed  by  Sir  Eve- 
rard  Home,  his  first  and  best  biog- 
rapher, gave  him  an  arm  to  dissect, 
80  as  to  display  the  muscles,  with 
directions  how  it  should  be  done  ; 
and  the  performance  of  the  pupil, 
even  in  this  his  commencing  essay, 
greatly  exceeded  the  expectations 
of  his  instructer^  The  doctor  then 
put  into  his  hands  another  arm,  in 
which  all  the  arteries  were  inject- 
ed, and  these,  as  well  as  the  mus- 
cles, were  to  be  exposed  and  pre- 
served. So  satisfied  was  Dr. 
Hunter  with  his  brother's  perform- 
ance of  this  task,  that  he  assured 
him  he  would  in  time  become  an 
excellent  anatomist,  and  would  not 
want  employment.  Perhaps,  al- 
though we  do  not  find  it  so  stated 
by  any  of  bis  biographers,  he  may 
have  felt  an  advantage,  in  making 
these  preparations,  in  the  habits  of 
manual  dexterity  acquired  during 
his  apprenticeship  to  his  first  busi- 
ness. 

So  rapid,  at  all  events,  was  the 
progress  which  he  made  in  the 
study  of  anatomy,  that  he  had  not 
been  a  year  in  London  when  he  was 
considered  by  his  brother  as  quali- 


fied to  teach  others,  and  was  at- 
tended accordingly  by  a  class  of  his 
own.  His  talents,  and  the  patron- 
age of  his  brother,  brought  him 
now  every  day  more  and  more  into 
notice.  It  does  not  belong  to  our 
purpose  to  trace  the  progress  of 
his  success  after  this  point.  We 
may  merely  remark,  that  long  be- 
fore his  death  he  had  placed  him- 
self, by  universal  acknowledgment, 
at  the  head  of  living  anatomists  ; 
and  was  regarded,  indeed,  as  hav- 
ing done  more  for  surgery  and  phy- 
siology than  any  other  investigator 
of  these  branches  of  science  that 
had  ever  existed. 

The  important  discoveriesy  and 
peculiar  and  most  original  views, 
by  which  John  Hunter  succeeded 
in  throwing  so  much  new  light  upon 
the  subject  of  the  functions  of  ani- 
mal life,  were  derived,  as  is  well 
known,  principally  from  the  extra- 
ordinary zeal,  patience  and  inge- 
nuity, with  which  he  pursued  the 
study  of  comparative  anatomy,  or 
the  examination  of  the  structure  of 
the  inferior  animals  as  compared 
with  that  of  man.  To  this  study 
he  devoted  his  time,  bis  labor,  and 
it  may  be  said  his  fortune  ;  for 
nearly  every  shilling  that  he  could 
save  from  his  professional  gains 
was  expended  m  collecting  those 
foreign  animals,  and  other  rare 
specimens,  by  means  of  which  be 
prosecuted  his  inquiries.  When 
his  income  was  yet  far  from  being 
a  large  one,  he  purchased  a  pi6ce 
of  ground  at  Earls'  Court,  in  the 
village  of  Brompton,  and  bfilt  a 
house  on  it  to  serve  as  a  place  oi 
deposit  for  his  collections.  The 
space  around  it  was  laid  out  as  a 
zoological  garden  for  such  of  his 
strange  animals  as  he  kept  alive. 
Even  when  most  extensively  en- 
gaged in  practice,  he  used  to  spepd 
every  morning,  from  sun-rise  tii* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


84S 


eight  o^cIock,  in  his  museum. 
Yet,  in  additioQ  to  bis  private 
practice,  and  a  very  long  course 
of  lectures  which  he  delivefed 
every  winter,  he  had  for  many 
years  to  perform  the  laborious  du- 
ties of  Surgeon  to  St.  George's 
Hospital,  and  deputy-surgeon-ge- 
neral  to  the  army, — superintending 
at  this  time,  also,  a  school  of  prac- 
tical anatomy  at  his  own  house. 
Still  he  found  leisure,  in  the  midst 
of  all  these  avocations,  not  only  for 
his  experiments  upon  the  animal 
economy,  but  for  the  composition 
of  various  works  of  importance, 
and  for  taking  an  active  part  both 
in  the  deliberations  of  the  Royal 
Society,  of  which  he  had  been 
early  elected  a  Fellow,  and  in 
other  schemes  for  the  promotion 
and  diffusion  of  natural  knowledge. 
He  was  the  originator,  in  particu- 
lar, of  the  Lyceum  JMedicum  Lon* 
c^inen^e,— a  medical  society  com- 
prising many  eminent  individuals, 
which  met  at  his  lecture-rooms, 
and  rose  to  great  reputation.  That 
he  might  have  time  for  these  mul- 
tiplied objects  of  attention,  he  used 
to  allow  himself  to  sleep  only  four 
hours  at  night,  and  an  hour  after 
dinner. 

In  order  to  procure  subjects  for 
his  researches  in  comparative  ana- 
tomy, his  practice  was  to  apply  to 
the  keeper  of  the  wild  beasts  in 
the  Tower,  and  the  proprietors  of 
the  other  menageries  in  town,  for 
the  bodies  of  such  of  their  animals 
as  died,  in  consideration  of  which 
he  used  to  give  them  other  rare 
animals  to  exhibit,  on  condition  of 
also  receiving  their  remains  at 
death.  His  friends  and  former 
pupils,  too,  were  wont  to  send  him, 
from  every  part  of  the  world,  sub- 
jects for  his  favorite  investigations. 
^^\n  this  retreat  (at  Brompton), 
he  had  collected,"  says  Sir   Eve- 


rard  Home,  "  many  kinds  of  ani- 
mals and  birds  ;  and  it  was  to  him 
a  favorite  amusement,  in  his  walks, 
to  attend  to  their  actions  and  their 
habits,  and  to  make  them  familiar 
with  him.     The   fiercer    animals 
were  those  to  which  he  was  most 
partial,  and  he  had  several  of  the 
bull  kind  from  different  parts  of 
the  world.     Among  these  was  a 
beautiful  small  bull  be  had  receiv- 
ed from  the  Queen,  with  which  he 
used  to  wrestle  in  play,  and  enter- 
tain himself  with  its  exertions  in 
its  own  defence.     In  one  of  these 
conflicts,  the  bull  overpowered  him 
and  got  him  down  ;  and  had  not  one 
of  the  servants  accidentally  come 
by,  and  frightened  the  animal  away, 
this  frolic  would  probably    have 
cost  him  his  life."     On  another 
occasion,   "  two  leopards,"    says 
the  same  biographer,  ^^  that  were 
kept  chained  in  an  out-house,  had 
broken  from  their  confinement,  and 
got  into  the  yard  among  some  dogs, 
which  they  immediately  attacked. 
The  howling  this  produced,  alarmed 
the    whole    neighborhood.       Mr. 
Hunter  ran  into  the  yard  to  see 
what  was  the  matter,  and  found 
one  of  them  getting  up  the  wall  to 
make  his  escape,  the  other  sur- 
rounded by  the  dogs.     He  imme- 
diately laid  hold  of  them  both,  and 
carried  them  back  to  their  den ; 
but  as  soon  as  they  were  secured, 
and  he  had  time  to  reflect  upon  the 
risk  of  his  own  situation,  he  was 
so  much  affected  that  he  was  in 
danger  of  fainting." 

Mr.  Hunter  died  in  the  sixty- 
sixth  year  of  his  age,  in  1793. 
After  his  death,  his  museum  was 
purchased  by  parliament  for  the 
sum  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  ; 
and  it  is  now  deposited  in  the  hall 
belonging  to  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  in  Lincoln's-Inn-Fields. 
It  is  understood  to  contain  about 
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twenty  thousand  anatooaical  pre- 
parations, which  are  arranged  so 
as  (in  the  language  of  Sir  Eve- 
rard  Home)  ^^  to  expose  to  view 
the  gradations  of  nature,  from  the 
most  simple  state  in  which  life  is 
found  to  exist,  up  to  the  most 
perfect  and  most  complex  of  the 
animal  creation, — man  himself." 
The  extreme  beautj  of  these 
preparations  is  striking  even  to 
an  unlearned  eye  ;  and  their  sci- 
entific value  is  such  as  to  render 
the  collection  one  of  the  most 
precious  of  the  kind  in  the  world. 
It  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
splendid  monuments  of  labor,  skill 
and  munificeuc^,  ever  raised  by 
an  individual. 

It  is  important  to  remark  that, 
with  all  his  powers,  this  wonder- 
ful man  never  entirely  overcame 
the  disadvantages  entailed  upon 
him  by  the  neglect  in  which  he 
had  been  allowed  to  spend  his 
early  years.  He  used  to  dwell, 
we  are  told,  on  the  advantage 
which  is  gained  in  regard  to  clear- 
ness of  conception,  by  the  com- 
mitting of  one's  ideas  to  writing, 
comparing  the  process  to  the  tak- 
ing of  stock  by  a  tradesman,  with- 
out which  he  cannot  know  with 
certainty  either  what  he  has  or 
what  he  wants.  Yet  be  himself 
continued  to  the  end  of  his  life  an 
awkward,  though  by  no  means  an 
unpractised  writer.  After  com- 
ing to  London,  he  entered  himself 
at  St.  Mary's  Hall,  Oxford,  pro- 
bably with  the  view  of  being  able 
to  maintain  at  least  some  preten- 
sion to  scholarship,  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  carried  his  assump- 
tion much  farther.  He  attained 
little  acquaintance  with  the  lite- 
rature even  of  his  own  profession; 
and  it  not  unfrequently  happened 
indeed,  we  are  told,  that  upon 
communicating  a  supposed  disco- 


very of  his  own  to  some  one  of  his 
more  erudite  friends,  he  had  to 
suffer  the  disappointment  of  learn- 
ing that  the  same  thing  had  been 
already  found  out  by  some  other 
well-known  anatomist.  But  he 
feU  his  literary  deficiencies  chief- 
iy  as  a  lecturer,  the  capacity  in 
which  his  more  regularly  educat- 
ed brother  excelled.  It  is  assert- 
ed by  Dr.  Adams,  who  has  writ- 
ten a  life  of  John  Hunter,  that  he 
always  used  to  swallow  thirty 
drops  of  laudanum  before  going  to 
lecture.  If  these  were  heavy 
penalties,  however,  which  he  had 
to  pay  for  what  was  not  so  mach 
his  fault  as  that  of  others,  the 
eminence  to  which  he  attained  in 
spite  of  them,  is  only  the  more 
demonstrative  of  hia  extraordinary 
natural  powers,  and  his  determin- 
ed perseverance. — Library  of 
Entertaining  Knowledge. 


IL 

BfiMARKS  ON  THE  USB  OF  SPIRIT  OP 
TURPKINTINS  IN  INCARCBRATBD 
HERNIA. 

Bj  C.  B.  Hamilton,  late  8ar;g:eon  of  the 
Marine  Hospital  at  Wathin^toa  Citj* 

In  the  last  number  of  this  Jour- 
nal, I  have  noticed  a  paper,  by 
Professor  Sewall,  on  the  use  of 
spirit  of  turpentine  internally,  as 
a  remedy  in  incarcerated  hernia. 
In  his  concluding  paragraph  the 
Professor  observes,  **  It  requires 
the  experience  derived  from  ma- 
ny cases,  to  entitle  a  new  remedy 
to  confidence  ;"  and  it  may  b« 
added  that  a  proper  application 
6f  a  remedy  to  those  diseased 
conditions  of  the  system,  in  which, 
from  analogy  and  reason  confirmed 
by  experience,  it  is  found  to  prove 
beneficial,  is  equally  necessary  to 
sustain  that  confidence  when  it  ^ 
acquired. 
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'  I  have  for  many  yean  used  the 
spirit  of  turpentine  in  incareerated 
beroia,  without  being  aware  that 
it  was  a  new  remedy,  and  without 
its  being  in  every  instance  success- 
ful ;  for  in  one  case  in  which  I 
employed  it  as  a  dernier  resort, 
upon  the  patient^s  positively  re* 
fusing  to  submit  to  an  operation, 
DO  mitigation  of  the  disease,  but 
rather  an  aggravation  of  suffering, 
resulted  from  its  exhibition.  This 
was  a  case  of  omental  inguinal 
hernia,  and  the  patient  died  with 
all  the  symptoms  of  supervening 
mortification.  That  the  hernial 
sac  contained  a  portion  of  omen- 
tum only,  I  inferred  from  the 
bowels  yielding  to  the  operation 
of  purgative  medicine,  which 
could  not  have  been  the  case  had 
a  portion  of  the  intestinal  tube 
been  shut  up  by  the  stricture  : 
the  stricture  in  this  case  was  in 
the  tendon  forming  the  ring,  and 
therefore  beyond  the  immediate 
influence  of  a  remedy  applied  to 
the  stomach.  Among  the  earlier 
recollections  of  my  boyhood,  is 
the  use  of  the  spirit  of  turpentine 
in  spasmodic  or  flatulent  colic  ; 
and  a  case  that  came  under  my 
observation  when  about  ten  years 
of  age^  served  to  fix  its  use  in  this 
disease  indelibly  on  my  memory. 
This  was  a  case  in  which  an  ute* 
rine  inflammation  succeeding  to 
concealed  abortion,  in  the  person 
of  a  servant  girl,  was  mistaken  by 
her  mistress  for  colic,  and  the 
turpentine  administered  with  the 
most  melancholy  effect. 

Being  called  to  a  case,  some 
years  ago,  of  strangulated  scrotal 
hernia,  of  but  a  few  hours  stand- 
ing, which,  from  the  great  dis- 
tension of  the  strangulated  bowel 
by  flatus  and  excrement,  resisted 
all  my  efforts  at  reduction  by 
taxis,  I  was  naturally  led  to  spe- 


culate upon  the  cause  of  so  great 
and  sudden  an  accumulation  in  the 
gut.  It  struck  me  that  if  the 
occluding  stricture  existed  in  the 
abdominal  ring,  it  must  necessari- 
ly act  alike  upon  the  descending 
and  ascending  portions  of  the  in- 
testine, and  that  of  course  nothing 
could  be  derived  to  the  incarce- 
rated portion  from  that  within  the 
abdomen,  to  give  it  the  volume  it 
possessed.  It  therefore  occurred 
to  me  that  the  descending  portion 
of  the  tube  was  free,  and  that  the 
distension  was  caused  by  a  stric- 
ture taking  place  in  the  muscular 
fibres  of  the  ascending  portion, 
and  arresting  the  passage  of  the 
contents  of  the  bowels  brought 
down  by  the  peristaltic  motion. 
Considering  this  state  of  things  to 
differ  in  no  particular  from  that 
which  takes  place  in  spasmodic 
colic,  I  at  once  resolved  to  make 
trial  of  the  turpentine,  the  good 
effects  of  which  I  had  so  often 
witnessed  in  the  latter  disease, 
and  it  succeeded  beyond  my  most 
sanguine  anticipations.  In  a  few 
moments  the  contents  of  the  stran- 
gulated bowel  were  spontaneously 
removed,  and  the  intestine  restor- 
ed to  the  abdominal  cavity  by 
taxis,  with  perfect  ease. 

About  twelve  months  since,  I 
was  called  to  a  colored  man,  the 
property  of  John  Addison,  Esq., 
of  this  district.  On  my  arrival, 
I  was  informed  by  his  master  that 
he  had  been  for  many  years  af* 
flicted  with  scrotal  hernia  ;  that 
he  bad  been  in  the  habit  of  reduc- 
ing it  himself ;  that  a  few  hours 
before  he  had  been  seized  with 
severe  pain  in  the  part,  and  that 
the  rupture  now  resisted  his  usual 
efforts  to  reduce  it.  On  examin- 
ing the  patient,  I  found  the  scro- 
tum so  enormously  enlarged  that 
no  trace  of  a  penis  could  be  seen; 
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the  integuments  were  cold  to  the 
touch,  and  the  swelling  elastic. 
The  patient  informed  me  that  a 
short  time  before  the  attack  of 
pain,  he  had  eaten  a  quantity  pf 
unripe  fruit,  and  ascribed  his 
situation  to  that  cause.  Without 
making  any  attempt  at  reduction, 
I  inquired  if  there  was  any  spirit 
of  turpentine  in  the  house  ;  and 
fortunately  about  the  half  of  a 
common-sized  wineglassful  \Tas 
produced,  which  I  immediately 
administered.  Tbo  relief  was 
instantaneous ;  the  spasm  was 
removed  ;  the  air  and  faeces,  by 
the  elastic  pressure  of  the  intes- 
tine, was  carried  upwards  with  a 
gurgling  sound  into  its  continuous 
portion  within  the  abdomen,  and 
m  five  minutes  after,  the  patient 
with  his  own  hand  reduced  the 
rupture. 

I  have  made  these  remarks  for 
the  purpose  of  directing  the  atten- 
tion  of  practitioners  to  what  I 
consider  to  be  the  only  condition 
of  the  parts  (which,  by  the  way, 
might,  I  conceive,  be  properly 
termed  a  scrotal  colic)  in  which 
the  turpentine  proves  an  invalua- 
ble remedy,  and  to  express  my 
opinion  of  the  impropriety  of  ad- 
ministering it  in  those  cases  where 
the  obstruction  arises  from  a 
stricture  of  the  tendon  forming 
the  abdominal  ring,  or  from  chro- 
nic enlargement  of  the  incarce- 
rated viscera. — Amer.  Journal  of 
the  Medical  Sciences. 


III. 

REMARKS  ON  THE  EXCISION  OF  CARTl- 
LA6INO-BONY  SUBSTANCES  FROM 
THE  KNEE  JOINT,  WITH  A  CASE. 

By  Samuel  C.  Bradbury,    M.D.,    of 
Bangor,  Penobscot  county,  Maine. 

In  his  observations  on  the  excision 
of  cartilaginous  substances   from 


the  knee  joint,  after  speaking  of 
'*the  perilous    symptoms  some- 
times  following  wounds    of   the 
knee  joint,"  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper 
sajs,  ^^  Small  as  the  chance  is  of 
losing  the  limb,  and  even  life,  in 
the  attempt  to  get  rid  of  the  dis* 
ease,  since  the  inconveniences  of 
the  complaint  are   in  most  cases 
very  bearable,  and  are  even  ca- 
pable of  palliation  by  means  of  a 
bandage,   endangering    the   limb 
and  life  in  any  degree  must  seem 
to  many  persons  contrary  to  the 
dictates  of  prudence."     But  the 
same  surgeon  says  further,  ''If  a 
man  be  deprived  of  his  livelihood, 
by  not  being  able  to  use  his  knee; 
if  he  cannot  or  will  not  take  the 
trouble  of  wearing  a  bandage  :  if 
he  be  urgently  desirous  of  running 
the  risk  of  the  operation,  after 
things  have  been  impartially  ex- 
plained to  him;  if  a  bandage  should 
not  be  productive  of  sufficient  re- 
lief;  and  lastly,  if  excessive  pain^ 
severe  inflammation  of  the  joint,  a 
great  deal  of  symptomatic  fever, 
and  lameness,  should  frequently  be 
produced  by  the  complaint,  I  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  surgeon  to  opt' 
rate.^^ 

Now  it  ^  appears  to  me,  these 
are  the  very  circumstances  under 
which  the  operation  would  most 
likely  be  followed  by  perilous 
symptoms.  That  cutting  into  a 
joint  already  much  inflamed,*  or, 
if  ^  may  use  the  expression,  in  a 
state  tending  to  inflammation, 
with  high  symptomatic  fever,  and 
perhaps  in  a  highly  irritable  or 

•  It  appears  (o  us  that  our  correipon?- 
ent  has  misapprehended  Mr.  Cooper,  m 
supposing  that  he  recommends  the  opera- 
tion danng  lU  txisUnce  of  inflaihnuilion 
in  the  joint ;  and  we  migrht  adduce,  m 
evidence  of  this,  sereral  observationa/rom 
the  same  article  in  his  Su^pcal  Dicliooa- 
17,  quoted  in  the  preceding  paragrapft.— 
Ed. 
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even  tainted  constitution,  should 
be  followed  by  still  greater  in- 
flammation and  danger,  is  what 
every  surgeon  might  expect ;  and 
if  the  operation  in  question  has 
sometimes  ^^  been  followed  by  a 
violent  inflammation,  fever,  and 
death  itself,'^  I  think  it  may  have 
been  because  it  was  performed 
on  an  improper  sobject,  or  at  an 
improper  time,  or  in  consequence 
of  improper  treatment  afterwards. 
It  would  seem  that  the  most  fa- 
Torable  circumstances  for  the 
operation,  are  a  sound  healthy 
constitution,  and  entire  abstinence 
at  the  time  of  inflammation  in  the 
joint ;  and  in  this  state  of  things, 
while  the  patient  remains  in  a 
pure  and  healthy  atmosphere, 
however  dangerous  or  fatal  the 
operation  may  have  proved  under 
opposite  circumstances,  or  in 
crowded  and  tainted  hospitals,  I 
cannot  believe  the  operation  so 
hazardous  as  Mr.  Cooper  and 
others  would  have  us  believe;  and 
I  trust  experience  will  prove  that 
excision  is  the  only  sure  and  corn* 
paratively  safe  mode  of  relief,  in 
cases  such  as  the  one  I  am  about 
to  describe.  By  delay,  in  tam- 
pering with  knee-caps  and  ban- 
dages, in  such  cases,  we  every 
day  endanger  the  production  of 
the  state  of  things  above  describ- 
ed by  Mr.  Cooper  ;  a  state  at 
least  as  dangerous  to  the  limb  and 
life,  as  the  operation,  performed 
at  a  proper  time  on  a  suitable 
subject,  can  be;  and  a  state  which 
may  forever  preclude  the  reason- 
able hope  of  relief  by  the  opera- 
tion. 

CASE.-^OIiver  Brooks,  of  New- 
port, a  farmer,  aged  twenty-five, 
of  robust  constitution,  consulted 
me  on  the  14th  of  July  last,  with 
two  preternatural  bodies  in  the 


joint  of  the  left  knee.  They 
were  easily  moved  in  difierent 
directions  about  the  joint,  and 
from  one  side  of  the  patella  to 
the  other.  The  complaint  was 
brought  on  about  two  years  before 
by  a  severe  strain,  which  laid  him 
up  for  several  weeks.  At  the 
time  of  consulting  me,  there  was 
no  inflammation  or  lameness  of 
the  joint,  except  when,  in  exer- 
cising the  limb,  these  extraneous 
bodies  came  in  certain  positions 
of  the  joint.  This  be  said  would 
always  happen  on  attempting  to 
walk  any  considerable  distance, 
and  sometimes  throw  him  down, 
as  he  expressed  it,  as  suddenly 
as  though  be  had  been  shot;  caus- 
ing severe  pain  and  fainting  at  the 
time,  and  a  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion in  the  joint,  which  would  oc- 
casionally confine  him  from  his 
labor  for  several  days. 

I  advised  an  operation,  which 
was  consented  to,  and  which  was 
performed  in  the  following  man- 
ner : — 

The  patient,  sitting  in  the  chair, 
^Tith  the  limb  extended  and  the 
heel  on  the  floor,  brought  both 
the  substances  together,  at  the 
outer  side  of  the  articulation  near 
the  superior  attachment  of  the 
capsular  ligament,  and  assisted  in 
confining  them.  -Drawing  the 
integuments  a  little  towards  'the 
patella,  I  didded  them,  in  a  lon- 
gitudinal direction,  to  the  extent 
of  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  then 
carefully  made  an  incision  through 
the  capsular  ligament,  over*  the 
extraneous  bodies,  of  a  sufiicieot 
size  for  their  exit.  The  wound 
was  then  accurately  closed  by 
adhesive  plaster,  compresses,  and 
the  uniting  bandage.  In  two  hours 
after  the  operation,  a  very  severe 
pain  came  on  in  the  knee  j  >int, 
shooting  up  to  the  hip,  which  was 
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only  relieved  by  large  and  repeat- 
ed dosei  of  laodaauin  and  ether. 
In  tv?o  or  three  hours  more  the 
pain  entirely  subiided,  and  never 
in  any  degree  returned.  The 
patient  was  kept  in  a  horizontal 
position,  with  the  limb  constantly 
extended,  for  the  first  forty-eight 
hours.  A  strictly  antiphlogistic 
regimen  was  enjoined,  and  as  he 
had  undergone  no  previous  prepa- 
ration>  on  the  second  day  free 
evacuations  from  the  bowels  were 
procured  by  Epsom  salt.  No 
inflammation  or  fever  followed 
the  operation,  the  appetite  re- 
maining unimpaired,  and  sleep 
uninterrupted.  On  the  third  day, 
contrary  to  express  directions, 
the  patient  walked  on  the  limb 
for  some  distance,  and  in  one 
week  from  the  time  of  the  opera- 
tion resumed  his  usual  labors,  the 
joint  being  kept  supported  for 
some  weeks  with  a  large  plaster 
of  simple  diachylon.  The  wound 
was  but  partially  healed  by  the 
first  intention  ;  but  soon  healed 
entirely,  and  has  since  been  per- 
fectly well. 

In  this  case  the  place  of  the 
incision  was  chosen,  because  the 
substances  were  not  so  easily 
brought  together,  or  retained  in 
any  other  position.  The  largest 
of  these  bodies  was  of  a  triangu- 
lar shape,  its  longest  side  seven- 
eighths  of  an  inch,  and  three  or 
four  lines  in  thickness;  the  outside 
cartilaginous  and  convex,  the  in- 
side flat  and  bony. — /A. 


IV. 

NKcnosis  or  half  thb  lower  jaw. 

Extraction  of  the  Sequestrum  by  M. 
Dupuytren. 

The  phenomena  of  an  incarcerat- 
ed sequestrum  does   not  belong 


exclusively  to  the  long  bones. — A 
woman,  SO  years  of  age,  pale, 
fat,  and  eminently  lymphaUc^  had 
experienced,  during  the  last  two 
years,  slight  and  transient  peine 
in  the  left  side  of  the  jaw,  wheo 
about  eight  months  ago  these  in* 
ereased  so  much  as  to  disturb  ber 
sleep.  The  teeth,  which  till 
then  had  been  white,  assumed  a 
greyish  color,  and  the  breath  be-^ 
came  fodtid.  After  a  month  of 
acute  sufi*ering,  a  fistula  took 
place  at  the  symphysis,  withio 
the  base  of  the  jaw  ;  others  soon 
showed  themselves  at  various 
points  nearer  the  angle,  but  al- 
ways within  the  lower  margin  of 
the  bone,  and  on  the  left  side. 
One  only  formed  to  the  right, 
about  half  an  inch  from  the  sym* 
physis.  The  suppuration  also 
burst  into  the  interior  of  the 
mouth.  The  patient  asserted 
that  the  pus  only  oozed  from  the 
gums  ;  but  the  sequel  proved  that 
there  was  a  true  fistula  internally. 
When  she  used  a  gargle,  some  of 
it  always  escaped  by  one  of  the 
'  four  fistulas.  It  was  six  months 
since  the  mastication  had  become 
painful  and  almost  impossible,  and 
since  the  raolares  of  the  affected 
side  became  loose.  At  this  time, 
also,  the  soft  parts  which  cover 
the  anterior  maxillary  foramen 
almo&t  entirely  lost  their  sensibi« 
lity,  which  could  only  have  arisea 
from  the  destruction  of  the  nerve. 
Tonic  remedies  were  employed 
without  avail:  the  pains  continued 
to  increase  in  severity,  and  the 
suppuration  to  augment  in  quanti- 
ty. The  disease  was  recognised 
by  M.  Dubois,  but  he  having 
found  the  sequestrum  to  be  im- 
moveable, advised  the  woman 
^^  to  have  patience." 

She  came  to  the  Hotel  Dicn 
the  beginning  of  August,  at  which 
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time  it  was  difficult  to  recognise 
the  dimeDsioQs  of  the  new  bone 
amid  the  swelling  of  the  soft  parts; 
bat  it  was  ascertained  to  be  verj 
solid,  and  to  inclose  the  old  bone 
in  its  cavitj.  A  probe  introduced 
at  rooe  of  the  fistule,  gave  the 
idea  of  a  moveable  body,  and 
even  cansed  a  noise,  which  was 
audible  at  a  certain  distance. 

On  the  ITtb  of  August,  the  fol- 
lowing operation  was  performed  : 
— The  patient's  head  being  fixed 
by  an  assistant,  M.  Dupuytren 
laid  the  two  posterior  fiatulse  into 
one,  by  an  incision  about  an  inch 
long ;  tben|cqtting  deeper,  he 
opened,  at  its  lower  part,  the 
bony  cavity  which  contained  the 
sequestrum.  By  means  of  the 
common  pincers,  he  removed,  not 
without  some  effort,  a  plate  of 
boqe,  two  inches  long  and  one  in 
breadth,  and  a  line  and  a  half 
thick.  The  forefinger  introduced 
to  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  dis- 
covered another  portion  of  bone, 
moveable  and  denaded,  situated 
at  the  back  part.  The  pincers 
were  again  applied,  and  extracted 
a  triangular  fragment,  which 
proved  to  be  the  angle  of  the  jaw. 
The  filler  of  the  operator  tra- 
versed freely  every  part  of  the 
cavity,  and  felt  the  naked  roots 
of  the  teeth  ;-^those  of  the  mo- 
lares  were  loose,  and  M.  Dupuy- 
tren debated  with  himself,  whe- 
ther, under  such  circumstances, 
they  could  live.  The  transplant- 
ing of  teeth  has  so  frequently  suc- 
ceeded, that  it  appears  probable 
that  in  this  case  they  will  not 

Eerish,  but  recover  their  solidity 
y  an  approximation  of  the  bone, 
from  which  they  are  now  some 
lines  distant.  A  meche  was  intro- 
duced into  the  wound,  and  the  dress- 
ing completed  with  dry  charpie. 


From  this  time  the  matter  only 
passed  by  the  wound,— the  mouth 
was  no  longer  infested  with  iL 
A  large  opening  existed  between 
the  cavity  of  the  mouth  and  that 
of  the  new  bone,  and  between 
this  last  and  the  exterior.  This 
communication  existed  before ; 
but  the  absence  of  the  sequestrum 
now  rendered  it  more  pervious, 
so  that  the  gargle  readily  escaped 
by  the  wound.  After  a  few  days 
the  wound  was  not  filled  with  the 
charpie,  and  it  began  to  contract. 
The  bony  pouch  contracted  every 
day,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
teeth  becoming  fixed,  and  from 
the  quantity  of  fluid  which  passed 
from  within  outwards  diminishing. 
The  pain  left  her  entirely. 

Sept.  4th.— All  the  molares 
are  now  as  fast  as  those  of  the 
opposite  side. 

6th. — M.  Dupuytren  has  disco- 
vered, by  means  of  a  probe,  that 
the  other  half  of  the  jaw  is  also 
dead.  He  intends  to  operate  on 
it  when  the  sequestrum  becomes 
mobile. — LancetU  FrancaUe. 


V. 

A  CASE  or  KPILEP8Y  SUSPGNDBO  BT  A 
BURN  ON  THB  SOLB  OF  TUB  FOOT. 

Communicated  far  the  fVestem 
Jawmal  of  the  Medical  and  Phy-' 
rical  Sciences^  by  Dr.  H.  E. 
Qreen,  of  Greenupsburgh,  Ky. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1827, 1 
was  applied  to  for  advice  in  a 
case  of  violent  epileptic  fits.  The 
subject  was  a  colored  man  and  a 
slave,  about  48  years  old,  and  of 
steady  habits.  It  was  about  three 
months  since  the  first  attack ;  but 
he  had  complained,  for  twelve  or 
eighteen  Du>nths  previously,  of 
tension,  uneasiness  and  pain  about 
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the  nmbilical  region.  He  had 
all  this  time  done  the  work  of  a 
common  laborer.  The  convoi- 
sions  came  on,  without  anj  pre*- 
Tioua  notice,  at  each  full  and 
change  of  the  moon,  and  he  would 
have  from  four  to  ten  at  each  at- 
tack. When  I  first  saw  him,  he 
was  moderately  corpulent,  and 
looked  healthy;  he  said, however, 
that  he  was  in  a  very  costive  ha- 
bit, and  frequently  went  two  or 
three  days  without  an  evacua- 
tion. 

I  bled  him,  and  ordered  it  to 
be  repeated  every  ten  or  twelve 
days  for  two  months  ;  inserted  a 
large  issue  in  the  nape  of  his  neck; 
directed  the  daily  use  of  pills 
composed  of  aloes,  ipecacuanha, 
and  the  blue  mercurial  mass,  and 
prescribed  a  simple  diet.  This 
course  was  continued  for  three 
months,  without  any  sensible  va- 
riation in  the  disease.  He  then 
took  three  grains  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver  daily,  for  two  months,  with 
no  better  success.  He  now  fell 
into  the  hands  of  n  patent  steam 
doctor^  by  whose  engine  he  was 
nearly  destroyed. 

At  length  all  hope  of  relief  was 
despaired  of,  when  in  the  month 
of  January,  1829,  in  a  severe  fit, 
alone,  he  fell  into  the  fire  and 
burnt  severely  the  tohok  of  the  bot- 
tom of  the  left  foot.  It  did  not  get 
weUfor  about  four  months ^  during 
the  whole  of  which  time  he  had  no 
fitSy  but  exhibited  every  indication 
of  returning  health  and  vigor.  As 
soon^  however y  as  it  was  healed,  the 
fits  returned. 

Profiting  by  the  hint  afforded 
by  this  accident,  I  have  put  an 
issue  into  each  ankle,  the  effect 
of  which  remains  to  be  ascer- 
tained. 


VI. 

AN  ACCOUNT  OF  A  SINGULAR    CASK  OF 
FCETAL  MONSTROSITY. 

By  Dr.  Johv  Cook  Bxrvbt,  of  McCon- 
nehville,  Ohio. 

When  residing  in  Circleville,  the 
following  extraordinary  case  fell 
under  my  observation  : — 

A  lady,  in  the  sixth  week  of 
utero-gestation,  was  frightened  in 
the  street  by  the  fighting  of  two 
dogs,  one  of  which  was  mad.  This 
was  in  the  month  of  April.  Imme- 
diately after  the  event,  she  was 
seized  with  uterine  hemorrhage, 
which  continued  for  twenty-four 
hours,  and  the  same  discbarge  re- 
turned, in  a  less  degree,  once  a 
fortnight,  till  she  suffered  abortion 
in  June.  On  the  SOth  of  May, 
she  was  seized  with  a  violent  in- 
flammation in  the  left  eye,  which 
returned  for  three  successive  days, 
and  after  an  ineffectual  resort  to 
cupping  and  blistering,  was  cured 
by  the  loss  of  a  quart  of  blood  from 
the  arm.  On  the  4th  of  June,  the 
uterine  hemorrhage  returned.  On 
the  5th,  I  was  requested  to  visit 
her,  and  found  that  abortion  was 
likely  to  take  place,  as  tolerably 
strong  uterine  pains  recurred  every 
few  minutes.  I  gave  opium  and 
laudanum  freely,  but  the  contrac- 
tions of  the  uterus  increased  in 
violence  ;  and  in  the  evening,  the 
liquor  amnii  was  discharged.  In 
half  an  hour  after  this  occurrence, 
or  about  8  o'clock,  the  arm  of  a 
foetus  presented,  and  soon  after- 
wards delivery  took  place.  The 
child  was  perfect,  and  weighed  3|> 
ounces.  The  placenta  was  thrown 
off  about  11  o'clock,  and  weighed 
half  an  ounce  more  than  the  fo&tus. 

At  7  o'clock  next  morning,  ano- 
ther placenta  was  discharged, 
weighing  51-2  ounces,  and  brought 
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with  it,  attached  by  an  umbilical 
cord,  a  moaster,  of  rather  lesa  than 
its  own  weight,  resembling  the 
body  and  bead  of  a  puppy.  It  was 
destitute  of  extremities  and  sexual 
organs,  but  had  an  anus  and  mealus 
urinarins.  Its  head  was  composed 
of  brains  only,  and  in  its  outline 
was  essentially  canine.  It  bad 
neither  eyes,  ears,  nor  mouth,  but 
was  marked  with  lines  and  spots 
indicating  the  situation  of  those 
organs.  It  was  not  subjected  to 
dissection. 

At  4  o^clock,  on  the  sanie  day, 
another  monster,  with  its  placenta, 
was  thrown  off.  It  weighed  6  1-2 
ounces,  and  the  placenta  6.  It 
resembled  the  first  in  all  respects, 
except  that  there  was  attached  to 
its  back  a  mass  resembling  liver, 
which  extended,  widening  and 
thickening,  from  the  neck  to  the 
sacrum.  When  detached,  it  weigh- 


ed one  ounce,  which  was  also  the 
weight  of  the  head.  I  was  per- 
mitted to  make  a  hasty  examina- 
tion of  the  thoracic  and  abdominal 
organs  of  this  monster  ;  and  found 
them  all  natural,  except  perhaps 
that  the  liver  was  larger  than  is 
common  in  a  foetus  of  such  a  size. 
It  weighed  two  ounces.  I  could 
not  obtain  permission  to  preserve 
either  of  the  monsters,  or  scarcely 
to  examine  them,  so  unpleasantly 
were  the  feelings  of  the  patient 
and  attendants  affected  by  the 
phenomenon. 

The  patient  before  delivery  ap- 
peared like  one  in  the  sixth  month 
of  gestation.  Her  recovery  was 
rapid. 

I  am  aware  that  the  account 
which  I  have  given  will  be  read 
with  incredulity,  but  am  prepared 
to  substantiate  all  that  it  contains. 
Western  Journal. ' 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


OPHTHALMIA   NEONATORUM. 

p 

Under  this  title,  Mr.  Wisbart,  of 
Edinburgh,  has  published  an  able 
article  on  the  purulent  ophthalmia 
of  infants,  of  which  we  shall  endea- 
vor to  present  our  readers  a  brief 
analysis. 

The  disease  usually  commences 
in  from  three  days  to  four  weeks 
after  birth.  The  eyelids  are  first 
observed  to  be  frequently  glued  to- 
gether, so  that  the  child  hus  consi- 
derable difficulty  in  separating  them, 
as  is  evident  from  the  action  of  the 
muscles  in  opening  the  eyes.  They 
are  however  generally  open  in  a 
moderate  light,  and  still  more  so  if 
the  room  is  darkened.  On  farther 
examination,  the  conjunctiva  of  the 


ball  is  found  clear,  but  that  of  the 
lids  is  observed  to  be  red,  puckered, 
and  covered  with  a  white,  mild,  thick 
slime.  The  difficulty  of  opening  the 
lids,  the  intolerance  of  light,  the 
swelling  and  redness  of  the  conjunc- 
tiva, gradually  increase  as  the  disease 
advances.  At  length  the  lids  remain 
constantly  shut,  and  any  attempt  to 
separate  them  occasions  great  pain 
to  the  patient.  This  can  only  be 
effected  during  sleep,  by  moistening 
their  edges  with  lukewarm  water. 
On  making  the  separation,  a  copious 
discharge  takes  place  of  thick  mucus, 
varying  in  color  from  white  to  a 
greenish  yellow,  and  often  mixed 
with  streaks  of  blood.  The  quantity 
of  this  b  in  proportion  to  the  vio- 
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leoce  of  the  loflammttlooy  and  the 
length  of  time  that  the  lids  have 
been  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed. 
Stilly  howeveri  the  redness  is  confined 
to  the  copjuDctiva  of  the  lid,  or  if 
the  ball  is  inflamed|  the  injected 
vessels  are  not  so  numerous  but  that 
they  appear  perfectly  distinct. 

At  this  period,  an  attempt  to  open 
the  eye  is  not  unfrequeotly  followed 
by  eversion  of  the  ltd.  This  ever- 
sion  must  be  carefully  replaced ; 
otherwise  the  lining  membrane  thus 
exposed  to  the  air  becomes  more 
red  and  swollesi  and  acquires  the 
appearance  and  character  of  inverted 
rectum.  It  will  sometimes  happea 
that  the  lid  cannot  be  reduced,  and 
the  eversion  is  permanent.  This 
state  of  things  is  usually  followed  by 
the  gradufil  failure  of  the  patient. 

An  occurrence  not  uncommon  at 
ihis  stage  of  the  disease,  is  a  greater 
or  less  hemorrhage  from  the  lids. 
'This,  though  alarming,  is  a  favorable 
occurrence  ;  for  by  this  bleeding  tur- 
gid vessels  are  emptied,  and  the  in- 
flammation diminished.  If,  howeveri 
the  progress  of  the  disease  is  not 
checked,  the  symptoms  which  ensue 
are  more  formidable.  In  consequence 
of  the  swelling  of  the  lids,  the  edges 
of  the  tarsus  are  contracted,  and  the 
matter  secreted  can  no  longer  escape. 
Rendered  acrid  by  confinement,  it 
increases  the  inflammation  of  the 
eyeball,  an  ulcer  forms  on  the  cor- 
nea, which  becomes  gradually  deeper 
till  the  membrane  is  perforated,  and 
the  consequences  which  ensue  termi- 
nate only  with  the  entire  destruction 
of  the  organ. 

Among  the  causes  of  this  disease, 
the  more  obvious  are  those  which 


produce  other  complaints  among  the 
poorer  classes,— namely,  exposure  to 
cold  or  dampness,  or  to  a  strong 
light,  as  in  too  suddenly  admitting 
the  glare  of  sunshine,  or  in  dressing 
the  child  before  a  large  fire.  A 
much  more  frequent  canse,  however, 
than  is  generally  suspected,  is  the 
existence  of  morbid  uterine  discbarge, 
whether  venereal  or  otherwise,  ia 
the  parent  at  the  period  of  delivery. 
More  than  two-thirds  of  the  infanU 
affected,  are  born  of  mothers  labor- 
ing under  leucorrhcea. 

The  complaint,  when  treated  in 
the  best  way,  seldom  continues  less 
than  three  weeks,  and  if  neglected 
or  vnskilfolly  managed,  may  be  pro- 
tracted to  ten  or  twelve.  The  mor- 
bid changes  most  frequently  left  by 
ity  are  the  ectropium  or  eversion  al- 
ready mentioned,  and  opacity  of  a 
ponton  of  the  cornea.  Neither  of 
these  occur  except  in  the  worst  cases, 
and  arc  for  the  most  part  owing  to 
injudicious  treatment. 

With  regard  to  the  prevention  of 
this  complaint,  two  precautionary 
measures  are  suggested  by  the  con- 
siderations already  mentioned, — one, 
to  remove  if  possible  any  morbid 
discharge  existing  in  the  parent  pre- 
vious to  delivery,  and  the  other,  to 
wash  the  eyes  of  the  infant  carefully 
immediately  after  birth. 

The  disease,  as  already  stated, 
seems  to  have  a  certain  regular 
course,  and  a  violent  or  sudden  in- 
terruption of  its  progress  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  patient.  The  fol- 
lowing mode  of  treatment,  however, 
is  safe  and  effectual,  if  the  case  is 
seen  within  a  week  from  its  com- 
mencement, which  is  as  soon  as  ge- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  8UKGICAL  JOURNAL. 


65S 


nerally  btppens,  the  purulent  dis- 
charge is  to  be  carefully  washed  away 
with  warm  water,  and  the  following 
lotion  ordered : — 

R.  Salph.  Zinci  Bu 

AquefoDt  ^x.    Solve  etadde 

Xrki.  Sobac.  PL  3i- 

Tiact.  Camph.  3  i* —  3  >j«  M.  et  cola. 

This  n  to  be  carefully  injected  three 
times  in  a  day  with  a  fine  pointed 
ivory  syringe ;  at  first  diluted  a  little 
with  hot  water,  so  as  to  be  rendered 
tepid,  in  which  state  it  answers  bet- 
ter, especially  in  cold  weather.  If 
the  discharge  be  yery  great,  the  in- 
tervals of  its  application  must  be 
abridged.  In  the  state  above  men- 
tioned, it  generally  produces  pain, 
which  continues  from  five  to  ten 
minutes ;  if  the  child  cry  longer  than 
this,  it  ought  to  be  diluted.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  eyes  are  to  be  fre- 
quently washed  with  warm  water, 
and  at  night  a  small  quantity  of  the 
ung.  ox.  zin.  is  to  be  inserted  between 
the  lids.  Leeches  or  scarification 
may  be  added  to  the  treatment,  if 
necessary. 

At  the  end  of  .two  weeks,  if  the 
cure  goes  on  well,  the  inflammation 
will  have  dirainisbedjand  the  discharge 
will  acquire  a  watery  appearance. 
At  this  period,  the  ung.  hyd.  ox. 
rub.  may  be  substituted  for  that 
above  mentioned,  and  the  lotion  al- 
tered to  the  following  :-^ 

R.  Mar.  Hyd.  gr.  i. 

Aq.  Ros.  3  v'l-     ^*  ^^  ^<^® 
Via.  Op.  3>u-    M.r.  coll. 

At  the  end  of  a  month,  it  generally 
becomes  unnecessary  to  use  the  sy- 
ringe, and  the  collyrium  may  then 
be  continued  occasionally  by  drop- 
ping a  portion  on  the  inner  angle  of 


the  eye,  and  allowing  it  to  pass  over 
the  surface. 

The  most  usual  sequelae  of  puru- 
lent ophthalmia,  as  above  mention- 
ed, are  opacity  of  the  cornea  and 
ectropiuro.  The  former  complaint 
is  removed  in  young  infants  without 
difficulty.  Tlie  best  treatment  con- 
sists in  the  use  of  the  ung.  hyd.  prec. 
at  night,  and  the  vin.  opii,  more  or 
less  dilated,  In  the  morning.  The 
eversion  of  the  eyelid,  when  recent) 
is  easily  reduced,  and  rarely  becomes 
permanent  or  irreducible,  except  In 
consequence  of  neglect.  When  it  is 
so,  however,  the  conjunctiva  must 
be  treated  with  the  ung.  hyd.  prec.| 
or  some  mild  caustic,  until  the  swell- 
ing is  diminished,  when  an  attempt 
must  again  be  made  to  accomplish 
its  reduction.  The  sooner  this  is 
effected,  and  the  changed  surface  is 
withdrawn  from  the  action  of  the 
air,  the  sooner  will  ii  return  to  its 
healthy  state. 


AMAUROSIS. 

It  has,  we  believe,  been  generally 
supposed,  that  the  insensibility  of 
the  retina  and  optic  nerves  which  con- 
stitute this  disease,  are  always  accom- 
panied by  want  of  irritability  in  the  iris, 
and  permanently  dilated  pupil.  Dr. 
Robinson,  of  the  Eye  Dispensary  in 
Edinburgh,  has  observed  that  these 
two  circumstances  have  no  necessary 
connection  with  each  other.  He 
has  met  with  repeated  instances  in 
which  the  pupil  was  permanently 
dilated  and  immoveable,  yet  the  vi- 
sion not  much  impaired.  On  the 
other  hand,  cases  of  true  amaurosis 
have  occurred  to  him  in  which  the 
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pupil  was  permanently  contracted, 
while  in  others  he  found  the  iris  as 
irritable  as  if  vision  had  been  per- 
fect. 

With  regard  to  the  remote  causes 
of  amaurosis,  the  disease  is  frequent- 
ly hereditary,  and  is  often  observed 
to  attack  the  successive  generations 
of  the  same  family  at  the  same  period 
of  life.  In  persons  predisposed  to 
these  attacks,  they  are  very  likely  to 
recur  from  any  cause  which  produces 
a  determination  of  the  blood  to  the 
head,  and  seem  in  these  instances  to 
be  directly  induced  by  pressure  on 
the  nerves  of  the  organ.  That  the 
retina  is  very  easily  afiVicted  by  slight 
changes  in  the  circulation,  there  can 
be  no   doubt.     Ricbter  relates  the 


case  of  an  individual  wbo^  when  he 
held  his  breath  and  looked  at  a  wbite 
wall,  saw  a  kind  of  network,  which 
appeared  and  vanished  with  the  dias- 
tole and  systole  of  the  heart.  The 
writer  cites  several  cases  in  which 
amaurosis  seemed  evidently  to  de- 
pend on  cerebral  plethora,  and  in 
which  general  and  local  bloodletting 
were  employed  with  a  direct  view  to 
its  removal,  and  with  decided  bene- 
fit. In  one  of  these,  the  power  of 
vision  was  to  a  great  degree  restored 
as  soon  as  faintness  was  induced  by 
the  bleeding.  As  it  appears  that 
only  part  of  Dr.  R.'s  cases  are  pub- 
lished, we  hope  to  see  this  interest- 
ing point  of  pathology  still  further 
illustrated. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  24,  1829. 


INFLUENCE  OF  THE  AGE  OF  THE  PA- 
RENTS ON  THE  SEX  OF  THEIR  OFF- 
SPRING. 

The  interesting  but  mysterious  sub- 
ject of  conception,  and  the  laws,  if 
any  exist,  which  regulate  the  sex  of 
the  offspring,  has  received,  of  late 
years,  an  unusual  share  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  faculty.  The  following 
are  the  result  of  some  researches  on 
this  subject,  by  Professor  Hoffoacker, 
of  Inspruck,  published  in  the  Inspruck 
Med.  Chir.  Zeitung. 

1.  In  marriages  where  the  mother 
is  older  than  the  father,  the  average 
number  of  male  to  that  of  female 
births  is  90.6: 100. 

2.  Both  parents  being  of  the  same 
age,  the  proportion  of  boys  to  girls 
is  92  :  100. 

3.  The  father  being  from  three  to 
six  years  older  than  the  mother,  the 


number  of  male  to  that  of  femalo 
children  is  103.4 :  100. 

4.  Where  the  father  is  from  six  to 
nine  years  older  than  the  mother, 
the  proportion  is  124.7  boys  to  100 
girls. 

5.  The  age  of  the  father  being 
from  nine  to  twelve  more  than  that 
of  the  mother,  the  proportion  is 
143.7 :  100. 

6.  Where  the  age  of  the  father  is 
eighteen  years  and  more  above  that 
of  the  mother,  the  proportion  of 
male  to  female  births  is  200 :  100. 

7.  Young  men,  from  twenty-four 
to  thirty-six,  produce  with  yonng 
women,  from  fourteen  to  twenty-six, 
116.6  boys  to  100  girls. 

S.  If  men  between  the  age  of 
twenty-four  and  thirty-six,  are  mar- 
ried to  females  between  thirty-six 
and  forty-six,  the  proportion  of  male 
to  female  children  is  .95.4  :  100. 

9.  Middle-aged  men,  from  thirty- 
six  to  forty-eight  years,  being  mar- 
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ried  to  youog  females,  the  proportion 
of  their  male  and  female  children  is 
176.9 :  100. 

10.  Middle-aged  men,  and  middle- 
aged  women,  produce  114.3  male  to 
100  female  children. 

11.  Middle-aged  men,  being  mar- 
ried to  women  of  a  more  advanced 
age,  the  proportion  of  male  to  female 
children  is  109.2  :  100. 

12.  Old  men  and  middle-aged 
women  produce  190  male  to  100  fe- 
male children. 

13.  If  husband  and  wife  are  both 
equally  advanced  in  years,  the  pro- 
portion of  their  male  and  female 
children  is  164.3  :  100. 


it  spreads  easily,  adheres  vreW,  and 
does  not  spoil. — R.  Canthnrid.  con- 
tus.  3  iv. ;  inf.  c.  aq.  ebull.  3  xx* ; 
col.  et  evapor.  leui  igne  ad  syrupi 
consistentiam.  Adde  cer.  flav.  3  iv. ; 
resin  pini  3  i- ;  ol.  oliv.,  ol  terebinth, 
aa  5  i*  9  alcohol  vini  3  ij*  ^*  oxact. 
The  strength  of  this  plaster  may 
be  increased  by  using  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  cantharides. — Bid,  des 
8e.  Med. 


Mode  of  suspending  the  Secretion 
of  Milk, — M,  Ranque,  chief  physi- 
cian to  the  Hotel  Dieu  of  Orleans, 
employs  with  success,  to  diminish 
the  sensibility  of  the  mammary  gland, 
upon  which  the  secretion  of  milk 
depends,  frictions  morning  and  even- 
ing upon  the  breast,  with  the  follow- 
ing liniment : — R.  Laurel  water 
5  ij. ;  sulphuric  ether  3  *i*  $  extract 
of  belladonna  Bij.  He  prescribes 
at  the  same  time  rigid  diet  and  sudo- 
rific drinks. 

M.  R.,  it  is  said,  employs  this  lini- 
ment wiih  success  in  engorgements 
of  the  testicles,  after  using  antiphlo- 
gistics. — Journal  des  Progrh. 

Vesicating  Flaster.^Dr.  Th.  W. 
C.  Martius  recommends  the  following 
formula  for  this  purpose.     He  says 


Excision  of  enlarged  Nympht, — 
Dr.  Wagner  has  perAirmed  this  ope- 
ration with  success  in  a  girl  aged 
eighteen,  in  which  the  nymphae  were 
enlarged  to  an  extraordinary  degree. 
—Bk/c  de$  Sc.  Mid.y  May,  1829. 

Pseudo-caries. — The  shafts  of 
bones,  and  especially  the  tibia,  in 
consequence  of  chronic  inflammation, 
are  frequently  enlarged,  thickened, 
and  at  the  same  time  loosened  in 
their  texture,  which  comes  to  have 
nearly  the  same  appearance  as  that 
of  the  spongy  articulating  extremi- 
ties. In  bones  so  aliered  a  state  re- 
sembling caries  occasionally  occurs. 
Mr.  Syme  says  that  he  has  hardly 
ever  known  this  pseudo-caries  resist 
the  local  application  of  blisters,  and 
internal  use  of  mercury. — Edinburgh 
Med,  and  Surg.  Journ. 


Lithotomy.^Ot  eighty-three  ope- 
rations by  the  lateral  method,  per- 
formed by  M.  J.  M.  Viricel,  at  the 
H6iel  Dieu  of  Lyons,  eighty  were 
successful. — Revue  Midicale. 
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F. 
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M. 
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M. 
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F. 
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do. 

12. 

F. 

67 

M. 

79 
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18. 
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M. 
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lished and  for  sale— 

A  Manual  of  Materia  Medica,  and 
Fbarmacy,  comprtsiugp  a  concise  descrip- 
tion of  the  articles  used  in  medicine ;  their 
physical  and  chemical  properties,  iic,  kc, 
by  H.  M.  Edwards,  M.D.  and  P.  Vasseur, 
M.D.  Translated  from  the  French,  with 
addition^  &c»  by  Joseph  Ton^  and  EL 
Durand. 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiolo^, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surgpery,  Chemistry, 
Materia  Medica  and  Pharmtcy,  for  the 
use  of  students.  By  Robert  Hooper,  M.D. 
from  the  last  London  edition,  with  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  additional  ques- 
tions, and  an  entire  new  chapter  on  Poi- 
sons. 

The  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Scienoes,  No.  1 K  for  November,  1829. 

NoY.  S4. 

ANATOMICO- SURGICAL  DRAW- 
INGS, and  Descriptions  of  all  the 
Sur«;ical  Operations,  according^  to  the 
most  approved  methods.  By  J^.  J.  Voir 
BiBRKowBKT.  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  volumes,  and  570  drawings 
on  58  folio  plates. 

XZTRACTB  FROBK  THE  PROSPECTUS. 

^*  Encouraged  by  the  approbation  of 
the  Medical  Profession,  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  a  work  tinder  the  present  title.*' 

*^  This  work  contains  5*70  drawings,  on 
58  plates  folio ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  volumes  8vo.  a  concise  explanation 
of  each  surgical  operation.  The  plates 
exhibit  not  only  the  parts  interested  in 
operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
size,  but,  what  is  much  more  important, 
represent  the  different  acts  or  stages  of  the 
whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de- 
lineations of  snch  morbid  affections  as 
eonsist  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi- 
tion, structure,  color,  Ac.  In  order  to 
sJTord  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
plates  will  be  Lithographic ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  penect  accuracy,  en- 
gagements have  been  entered  into  for  their 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especial 
direction  of  t^ro  of  the  most  distingtilshed 
Professors  of  the  University  of  that  city.** 

A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plates,  IS  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  CARTER  k  HENDEE,  who 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 


Subscribers  will  be  famished  with  th6 
work,  and  the  £rst  impressions  of  the 
plates,  at  the  price  of  $  30. 

The  subscription  list  wfll  be  open  until 
the  tst  of  Nt»vember,  1829,  after  which 
period  the  price  of  the  work  will  be  raised 
to  1 40. 

P.  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  stib- 
scribers  the  work  will  be  issaed  inflve 
Numbers,  at  (6  eac3h,  payable  on  deli- 
very. Sept. «»»  1S202N1D. 

CARTER  ft  HENDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished, — The  Constitution  of  Mas, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects,    fiy  GSOROS  COMBB. 

IVoot  /As  Prtfaeeio  the  Anuriemi  tdUiof^ 

^^  Mr.  Combe*s  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  manv  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Eldoca- 
tion.  Tt  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  1*bii  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  aa« 
thor,  and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

^^  The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

^^  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  oiw 
der  with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  ibe  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay.—- To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari* 
ous  learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity." Sept.  8* 

A  TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C.G.  HuFELAJfD,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  ftc,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousqnet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  Si  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 
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I. 

PBYdIC  AND   SU&OBftT. 

The  following  i)  an  extract  from 
Air.  Lawrence's  Lecture,  introducto- 
ry to  his  Course  oo  Surgery  at  St» 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,-— the  thea- 
tre on  which  the  genius  of  Abbrnb- 
THT  has  been  so  long  and  luminously 
displayed,  and  from  which  he  has 
recently  retired. 

There  has  been  as  much  difficul* 
ty  experienced  in  France  as  in  this 
country,  in  defining  the  limits  be- 
tween the  two  professions.  I  am 
convinced  that  the  boundary,  as 
now  fixed,  is  not  very  clear,  and 
the  conseqaence  is,  that  great  dis- 
putes have  arisen.  Operations, 
injuries,  and  external  local  com- 
plaints, are  the  undisputed  posses- 
sion of  surgery,  and  internal  dis- 
eases are  assigned  to  the  physician. 
But  it  is  not  easy  to  distinguish 
between  external  and  internal  dis- 
eases ;  here,  in  fact,  surgery  and 
physic  join.  Since  it  is  found  thus 
difficult  to  draw  a  satisfactory  line 
of  demarcation  between  physic  and 
wirgery,  you  will  not  be  surprised 
to  find,  in  a  great  majority  of  in- 
stances, that  both  are  practised 
together,  in  this  country,  by  one 
description  of  persons, — surgeon- 
apothecaries.  Nineteentwentieths 
of  diseases  are^mder  the  care  of 
this  class  of  persons  in  the  country, 
who  are  therefore  styled  general 
practitioners.     On  the  other  hand, 

42 


in  the  metropolis,  we  find  that 
these  two  branches  of  the  profes- 
sion are  exercised  by  a  different 
class  of  persons,  whose  education 
differs  widely  in  some  important 
points.  W^e  find  it  taught  by  se* 
parate  teachers,  in  distinct  courses 
of  instruction,  and  we  find  this  re* 
gulation  enjoined  by  the  laws  of 
two  distinct  incorporated  bodies. 

binding  these  contradictions,  we 
are  led  to  inquire  more  particular- 
ly into  the  distinctions  between 
physic  and  surgery,— to  ask  whe- 
ther it  consists  in  the  nature  of  the 
disease  allotted  to  each,  or  in  the 
mode  of  treating  it, — to  inquire 
whether  there  is  any  difference  in 
the  mode  of  learning  them, — to  ask 
how  and  when  the  distinction  origi- 
nated, whether  it  is  well  founded, 
whether  it  is  of  any  benefit  to  the 
public,  or  any  advantage  to  the 
practitioner  ?  Nothing  like  the 
modern  distinction  was  known  to  the 
ancients;  at  least,  we  find  no  traces 
of  it  in  the  Greek,  Roman,  or  Ara- 
bic writers.  Particular  branches 
of  medicine  were  indeed  followed 
separately  in  Egypt,  where  the 
diseases  of  the  eye,  and  some  in- 
ternal organs,  formed  the  distinct 
occupation  of  different  practition- 
ers ;  and  a  distinction  somewhat 
similar  is  said  to  have  prevailed  at 
Rome.  But  Hippocrates,  Galen, 
and  Celsus,  treat  of  the  nature  and 
management  of  fever,  of  injuries, 
and  of  external  and  internal  com- 
plaints   iu    common.     Celsus,    ia 
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speaking  of  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases, distributes  what  he  has  to 
say  under  three  divisions,  the  same 
as  are  this  day  employed,  accord- 
ing as  the  treatment  is  to  be  ac- 
complished by  dietetical,  pharma- 
ceutical, or  chifurgical  means. 
But  the  idea  of  splitting  medicine 
into  two  parts,  and  learning  the 
practicej^separately,  seems  never 
to  have  been  entertained  by  this 
writer,  nor  any  other  great  author 
whose  name  is  still  regarded  as 
authority. 

H^In  the  long  night' of  barbarous 
ignorance  which  intervened  be- 
tweeen  the  downfall  of  the  Roman 
empire  and  the^revival.of  learning 
in  the  West,  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases was  preserved  by  the  eccle- 
siastics. The  ekercise  of  medicine 
harmonized  well  with  the  more 
immediate  object  of  their  calling. 
But  when  the  Council  of  Tours 
had  declared, — ecclesias  abhorret  a 
aanguine^ — that  the  church  was 
defiled  by  blood,  the  priests  and 
monks  could  no  longer  use  any  of 
those  means  that  involved  the  loss 
of  blood,  and  the  practice  was 
taken  up  by  infidels  and  itinerants. 
In  the  course  of  time,  surgery, 
wliich  then  consisted  merely  of 
bleeding  and  tooth-drawing,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  a  few  persons 
who  practised  these  in  conjunction 
with  the  trade  of  the  barber,  and 
which  ultimately  led  to  the  incor- 
poration of  the  barbers  and  surgeons 
into  a  company.  This  separation 
of  surgery  from  that  medical  know- 
ledge which  is  an  indispensable 
guide  to  its  proper  application,  and 
its  union  with  the  art  of  the  barber, 
long  survived  the  circumstances 
that  gave  rise  to  it.  It  continued 
in  this  country  till  the  middle  of 
the  last  century,  when  it  was  dis- 
solved in  the  reign  of  George  II. 
The  combination  of  the  two  branch- 


es still  remains  in  many  parts  of 
Europe. 

In  order  to  determine  whether 
there  is  any  real  ground  of  distinc- 
tion between  physic  and  surgery, 
it  is  necessary  to  advert  to  the  ge- 
neral practice  of  both.  The  incfi- 
vidual  organs  which  make  op  the 
human  body,  although  various  ia 
their  structure  and  office,  are  all  j 
intimately  connected  with  and  de-  j 
pendent  upon  each  other.  They 
are  subordinate  parts  of  one  great 
machine,  and  all  concur  in  oae 
common  object, — the  life  of  the 
individual.  Ail  the  leading  ar- 
rangements are  calculated  to  give 
a  character  of  unity  to  the  organic 
and  living  actions  of  the  body. 
There  is  one  source  of  nutrition  of 
the  whole  frame  ;  there  is  one  cen- 
tre of  circulation  ;  there  is  a  com- 
mon place  of  union  of  all  senses 
and  volition, — a  common  centre  of 
nervous  energy.  The  various  or- 
gans are  not  only  intimately  con- 
nected, but  act  on  each  other  by  a 
mysterious,  or  at  least  hitherto 
unexplained  cause,  which  is  deno- 
minated sympathy.  Every  part 
composing  our  frame  acts  depend- 
ently  ;  all  the  parts  are  immediate- 
ly or  remotely  connected ;  ami 
hence  you  could  form  no  adequate 
idea  of  the  sympathies  of  the  organs, 
if  you  insulated  them  from  the  rest, 
any  more  than  you  could  estimate 
the  use  and  action  of  a  single  wheel 
or  lever  detached  from  a  watch  or 
steam  engine.  As  a  united  machine, 
though  complicated,  is  essential  to 
accomplish  the  end  for  which  it 
is  formed,  so  living  actions,  although 
numerous  and  intricate,  form  so 
indivisible  whole.  Hence  there 
is  one  anatomy  and  one  physiology, 
and  there  can  be  only  one  patholo- 
gy. If  you  wish  to  understand  any 
part,  you  must  not  only  examine 
the  part  itself,  but  must  surrey 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  BVRGIOAL  iOURNAL. 


659 


the  whole.  Id  the  same  way,  if 
you  wish  to  investigate  disease, 
you  must  observe  not  only  the  local 
aflection,  but  the  influeijce  that 
other  parts  may  exert  over  the 
seat  of  the  complaint. 

It  must  be  the  first  business  of 
the  medical  student  to  examine  the 
structure  and  living  actions  of  the 
frame  ;  that  is,  to  study  man  in  a 
state  of  health.  ^These  are  the 
objects  of  the  two  sciences,  which 
are  denominated  |Anatomy  and 
Physiology.  ^  He  then  proceeds  to 
observation.  He  notices  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  disease 
arises ;  he  watches  its  progress, 
and  its  fatal  termination  ;  he  ex- 
plores the  organic  changes  it  pro- 
duces after  death  ;  and  learning  to 
connect  these  with  the  appropriate 
external  signs  by  which  the  disease 
is  accompanied,  and  deriving  from 
these  comparisons  the  means  of 
ascertaining  the  exact  seat  of  the 
disease,  he  is  able  to  foretel  its 
fatal  termination.  This  forms  the 
subject  of  two  other  branches, 
which  are  distinguished  by  the 
names  of  Morbid  Anatomy  and 
Pathology.  Morbid  anatomy  is 
opposed  to  anatomy  ;  pathology  is 
opposed  to  physiology.  Anatomy 
regards  the  healthy  structure  ; 
morbid  anatomy  the  diseased  one. 
Pathology  regards  the  diseased 
functions  Tphysiology  those  that 
are  healthy.  The  student  is  now 
prepared  to  apply  the  external 
influences,  such  as  diet,  climate, 
exercise,  the  outward  or  inward 
remedies,  or  the  surgical  opera- 
tions which  may  be  necessary  for 
the  removal  of  disease,  and  the 
restoration  of  health.  The  real 
question  relative  to  the  distinction 
between  physic  and  surgery,  then, 
comes  to  this  :  after  treating  dis- 
ease generally,  in  the  way  just 
mentioned,  can  you  discover  any 


portion  of  it  insulated  from  the 
rest  i  Can  you  find  out  any  divi* 
sion  that  can  be  undertaken  with- 
out a  reference  to  other  parts  ? 
Can  you  divide  the  subject  of 
disease  into  two  classes  that  may. 
be  treated  in  a  different  manner  ? 
Certainly  not.  The  structure 
and  functions  are  universally  con- 
nected ;  no  part  is  independent. 
The  causes  that  constitute  dis- 
ease are  often  to  be  found,  not  in 
the  part  itself,  but  in  a  remote 
portion  of  the  frame ;  the  means 
of  cure  are  seldom  to  be  applied 
actually  to  the  part  diseased  :  for 
instance,  if  a  person  has  a  gouty 
inflammation  of  the  toe,  no  cause 
of  disease  can  be  ascribed  to  the 
part  itself ;  but  if  you  examine 
the  state  of  the  individual,  you 
will  find  a  full  and  strong  pulse, 
and  other  marks  indicating  a  ful- 
ness of  habit,  or  plethora,  as  it  is 
called  ;  the  tongue  will  indicate  a 
d^sorder  in  the  digestive  organs, 
and  your  treatment  must  consist 
in  adopting  the  means  necessary 
to  remove  the  fulness  of  habit, 
and  to  correct  the  digestive  or- 
gans, and  the  patient  goes  on  well 
without  any  application  to  the  toe. 
Another  person  may  have  a  para- 
lytic afi*ection  of  his  finger,  and 
you  can  discern  no  cause  for  it  in 
the  part  itself ;  you  will  find  eve- 
rything in  the  paralyzed  member 
perfect  as  to  structure  ;  but,  on 
examination,  you  find  disease  ex- 
isting in  the  head  ;  you  take  the. 
means  of  allaying  that  disease, 
and  then  the  paralyzed  parts  re- 
cover the  power  of  motion.*  Iii 
many  cases,  disease  originating  in 
one  part,  aff*ects  a  great  many 
other  organs  of  the  body  ;  and 
very  often  the  secondary  disease 
thus  produced,  attracts  more  at- 
tention than  the  original  complaint 
itself.     A  person  has  an  afTectioa 
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of  the  head,  which  may  be  pro- 
duced by  various  causes,  and 
withia  a  short  time  the  circulat- 
ing system^  the  digestive  organs, 
and  the  secretions,  become  de- 
ranged, and  he  is  in  a  state  of 
continued  fever  ; — another  indi- 
vidual receives  an  injury, — in- 
flammation is  set  up  in  the  part, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  same  feb- 
rile disturbance  arises.  The 
patient  has  a  sympathetic  fever 
m  both  cases,  and  the  latter  dis- 
ease seems  of  more  consequence 
than  the  former.  Again,  although 
individual  organs  are  numerous, 
the  components  of  organic  struc- 
ture in  the  body  are  few  ;  the 
different  proportions  in  which  they 
eqter  into  the  composition  of  parts, 
is  what  makes  the  difference,  just 
as  the  combination  of  a  few  letters 
give  the  infinite  variety  of  words. 
When  you  have  arranged  and  di- 
vided the  causes  of  disease  into 
two  halves,  you  may  give  those 
different  names,  and  require  that 
they  should  be  practised  by  dif- 
ferent individuals,  but  the  two 
divisions  that  vou  establish  will 
be  like  each  other,  and  the  cause 
and  the  treatment  of  disease  will 
in  both  cases  be  Exactly  similar. 
If  you  will  insist  on  a  distipction, 
it  must  be  arbitrary.  Then  you 
can  establish  it  clearly.  You 
may  divide  diseases  into  those  of 
the  right  side  and  of  the  left,  or 
into  those  of  the  upper  and  lower 
halves  of  the  body. 

To  assert  that  surgery  and 
physic  are  essentially  distinct, 
woujd  be  to  say  that  there  are 
two  descriptions  of  pathology, — 
that  the  external  and  internal 
parts  of^  the  body  were  to  be 
treated  on  different  and  distinct 
principles.  When  you  reflect 
that  the  primary  tissues  compos- 
ing the  various  organs  of  the  body 


are  the  same  throughout,  and  that 
the  difference  consists  solely  ia 
the  number  and  proportions  of 
those,  tissues,  you  will  see  thaf 
the  vailous  parts  of  the  body  cao 
not  alter  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
though  perhaps  there  may  be  a 
difference  in  the  mode  of  its  treat- 
ment ; — the  way  in  which  it  is  to 
be  carried  into  force  may  be  va- 
ried, because  local  applicatioos 
may  be  made  to  the  external 
parts  which  cannot  be  done  to 
those  that  are  internal.  We 
treat  the  disease  in  the  same 
manner,  whether  it  is  in  the  eye, 
the  breast,  the  testicle,  the  heart, 
the  lungs,  or  the  liver.  The 
principles  of  pathology,  therefore, 
are  general  ;  they  are  the  same 
in  all  parts  of  the  body  ;  and  they 
must  be  cooimon  to  the  physician 
and  the  surgeon.  Hence  we  may 
say,  as  Mr.  Abernethy  has  most 
justly  done,  that  surgery  and  phy- 
sic, considered  as  objects  of  sci- 
entific information,  are  one  and 
indivisible.  We  may  with  great 
proprif^ty  aflirm,  that  no  siogle 
branch  of  medicine  can  be  acquir- 
ed except  by  those  who  have  stu- 
died the  structure  of  the  whole 
frame. 

By  those  who  are  inclined  to 
defend  existing  distinctions,  va- 
rious views  have  been  taken  as 
to  the  ground  on  which  they  ought 
to  rest :  for  example,  external 
diseases  have  been  referred  to 
the  surgeon  ;  those  that  are  in- 
ternal to  the  physician.  But, 
unfortunately  for  this  distinction, 
nature  has  connected  the  outside 
and  the  inside  of  the  body  so  close- 
ly, that  it  is  impossible  to  say 
where  the  one  terminates  and  the 
other  begins.  If  we  were  to 
adopt  this  distinction,  we  should 
consider  how  far  the  exterior  of 
the  frame  extends,  and  how  far 
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the  fforinct  or  the  eorgeon  is  to 
go  ;  whether  it  i<  to  extend  half 
an  inch  into  the  body,  or  an  inch  ? 
What  is  the  boundary  of  the  in* 
ternal  cavities  and  of  the  external 
outlets  :  for  exampie,  those  lined 
with  mucoos  membrane  ?  The 
distribution  of  disease  betireen 
the  physician  and  surgeon  leems 
to  be  absurd.  The  surgeon  is 
allowed  to  take  <:are  of  the  dis- 
eases of  the  mouth  :  where,  then, 
is  be  to  stop  ?  Inflammation  of 
the  throat,  arising  from  syphilis, 
is  referred  to  the  surgeon, — ca- 
tarrhal inflammation  to  the  physi- 
cian ; — ^polypus  of  the  nose  is  as- 
signed to  the  surgeon, — a  coryza 
of  the  same  part  is  entrusted  to 
the  care  of  the  physician.  The* 
diseases  of  ihe  bones  and  of  the 
joints  have  been  considered  a  part 
of  surgery,  and  yet  they  are  hard- 
ly to  be  called  external  parts. 
la  hernia  and  aneurism  there  is 
an  external  tumor,  but  they  are 
produced  by  the  diseases  of  parts 
that  are  quite  internal.  When 
we  come  to  consider  the  cause 
and  nature  of  disease,  the  ab- 
aurdity  of  the  distinction  becomes 
more  apparent,  and  the  indispen- 
aable  connexion  between  particu- 
lar parts  of  the  frame  more  obvi- 
ous. External  diseases  are  often 
produced  by  internal  causes,  as 
erysipelas,  nettle-rash,  gout,  &c.; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  external 
agents  produce  inward  disease, 
as  in  rheumatic  inflammations  and 
catarrhal  affections,  from  expos- 
ure to  cold.  The  eye,  consider- 
ed as  an  external  part,  has  been 
entrusted  to  the  surgeon;  yet  that 
organ  is  the  most  complicated  in 
the  body,  and  is  subject  to  so  great 
a  number  of  diseases,  that  it  re- 
quires a  greater  knowledge  of 
the  principles  to  be  derived  from 
general  pathology  and  tberapeu* 


tics,  than  any  other  part.  The 
eye,  together  with  its  appen- 
dages, not  only  contains  mucous, 
serous,  fibrous,  and  glandular 
structures,—- parts  peculiarly  lia- 
ble to  disease, — but  it  suffers 
from  gout,  rheomatism,  smallpox, 
scarlet  fever,  and  measles  :  it  is 
affected  by  scrofulous  and  syphi- 
litic inflammation ;  by  cancer, 
fungous  basmatodes,  and  melano- 
sis. If,  then,  an  organ  so  complex 
in  its  structure,  and  subjeet  to 
such  numerous  diseases,  as  the 
eye,  can  be  safely  entrusted  to 
the  care  of  a  surgeon,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  why  any  distinction 
should  be  made,  so  far  as  disease 
goes,  between  surgery  and  physic. 
It  is  vain  to  establish  distinct  pro- 
fessorships for  external  and  inter- 
nal pathology,  that  surgery  and 
physic  should  be  taught  by  distinct 
lecturers,  and  in  separate  courses 
of  instruction.  Neither  lecturers 
nor  authors  can  make  the  disti'nc- 
tion,  and  thus  We  find  the  same 
diseases  are  often  considered  by 
both ;  they  are  treated  on  the 
same  general  principles,  and  re- 
garded in  the  same  manner. 
Again,  local  diseases  have  been 
given  to  surgeons,  and  general 
ones  to  the  physician.  It  really 
may  be  a  matter  of  question, 
whether  there  be  any  local  or 
general  diseases,  in  the  strict 
sense  of  the  terms.  When  an 
organ  of  little  consequence  in  the 
animal  economy  is  slightly  dis- 
eased, no  sensible  effect  may  be 
produced  beyond  the  part  itself ; 
but  when  an  important  organ  is 
considerably  affected,  then  a  great 
number  of  other  parts  feel  its  in-, 
fluence  :  hence  arise  general  or 
constitutional  diseases.  Even  in 
fevers,  we  can  trace  the  general 
affection  to  some  particular  organ; 
and  the  existence  of  fever  as  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


663 


BOSTON  MEDICAJL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL; 


general  disease,  independent  of 
primary  local  mischief,  may  be 
made  a  matter  of  doubt.  Thus, 
the  distinction  of  general  and  local 
disease  consists  in  degree,  and  not 
in  kind  ; — il  is  a  question  of  more 
or  less.  If  you  were  to  arrange 
diseases  in  one  column,  beginning 
at  the  most  local,  and  ending  at 
the  most  general,  you  would  find 
them  passing  insensibly  into  each 
other,  without  any  marked  sepa- 
ration. 

It  has  been  recommended  that 
'  Surgery  should  be  confined  to 
cases  that  require  manual  pro- 
ceedings, or  operations  of  some 
kind.  This  notion  seems  to  be 
just  worthy  of  that  ignorance  to 
which  the  unnatural  separation 
owed  its  origin,  and  of  the  dark 
period  in  which  it  occurred. 

According  to  such  views,  the 
distinction  would  depend  not  on 
th»  difference  in  the  treatment  of 
diseases,  but  on  the  accidental 
and  often-varying  circumstances 
of  the  mode  by  which  the  object 
is  to  be  accomplished.  What 
shall  we  do  with  the  numerous 
cases,  such  as  affections  of  the 
head,  gout  and  rheumatism,  in 
which  changes  of  diet  and  internal 
treatment  are  necessary,  in  con- 
junction with  the  manual  proceed- 
ings of  bleeding,  cupping  and 
leeching  ?  What  shall  we  do 
with  the  numerous  cases,  such  as 
hernia,  retention  of  urine,  &c., 
which,  after  various  internal  re- 
medies, are  often  followed  by 
surgical  operation }  In  many 
cases,  it  is  a  question  of  degree, 
whether  internal  remedies  only 
shall  be  employed,  or  surgical 
operation  shall  be  added.  If  it  is 
meant  to  confine  surgery  to  ope- 
rations or  manual  proceedings, 
and  to  a  merely  mechanical  de- 
partment of  the  profession,  I  for 


one  mast  enter  my  strongest  pro- 
test against  socb  an  arrangement. 
I  should  really  feel  myself  de- 
graded by  exercising  this  kind  of 
barber  surgery.  If  this  arrange- 
ment were  carried  into  effect, 
it  would  not  be  necessary  to  study 
scientific  principles.  We  might 
spare  ourselves  the  toil  and  trou- 
ble of  learning  anatomy,  physiolo- 
gy and  pathology,,  altogether  ;  we 
might  be  contented  to  resign  oar 
profession  into  the  hands  of  bar- 
bers, its  original  founders. 

Historically  speaking,  we  can- 
not deny  that  surgery  originally 
consisted  of  this  mechanical  and 
subordinate  part  of  the  profession, 
which  was  practised  by  the  per- 
•mission,  and  under  the  sanction, 
of  physicians.  But  surgeons  have 
long  since  emancipated  them-, 
selves  from  this  bondage,  and 
surely  they  will  not  again  submit 
to  such  degrading  trammels. 
They  have  cultivated,  with  ardor 
and  success,  the  scientific  depart- 
ment of  the  art ;  they  can  appeal 
to  the  great  progress  which  sur- 
gery has  made  since  the  middle 
of  the  last  century,  and  to  the 
present  state  of  its  progression. 
The  good  opinion  of  the  public 
which  they  have  secured,  is  not 
inferior  to  that  of  other  scientific 
men.  They  can  point,  in  the  an- 
nals of  medicine,  to  the  names  of 
men  who  have  been  the  most  sig- 
nal contributors  to  the  advance- 
ment of  medical  science.  Among 
these,  I  would  not  omit  to  mention 
the  name  of  the  illustrious  Pott. 
He  was  equally  distinguished  as 
an  able  practitioner,  and  a  clear 
and  elegant  writer.  I  must,  how- 
ever, confess  that  be  has  been 
thrown  into  the  shade,  by  the 
transcendant  merits  and  more 
brilliant  talents  of  his  contempo- 
rary and  rival,  John  Hunter.    In 
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contemplating  this  extraordinary 
character,  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
discover  whether  he  surpassed 
others  most  in  his  energy  or  his 
genius.  The  novelty  of  his  views, 
and  the  splendor  of  his  discoveries, 
excite  our  admiration,  and  we  are 
lost  in  astonishment  when  we  en- 
ter  his  museum,  and  view  the^ 
treasures  there  accumulated. 
We  can  hardly  believe  that  they 
could  have  been  brought  together 
by  one  individual.  To  this  nanje 
must  be  added  that  of  a  kindred 
spirit,  who  entered  with  ardor 
into  the  path  traced  out  by  his 
great  predecessors,  and  followed 
it  into  new  regions  of  knowledge. 
I  allude  to  the  founder  of  this 
school,  Mr.  Abernethy,  (cheers). 
Fellow  laborers  have  not  been 
wanting  in  France,  Germany  and 
Italy.  It  will  be  enough  for  me 
to  allude  to  the  names  of  J.  L. 
Petit  and  Desault  ;  to  Ricbter, 
Bichat  and  Scarpa.  The  two 
latter  have  been  among  the  most 
distinguished  writers  of  modern 
times. 

The  attempt  to  reduce  surgery 
to  its  former  limits,  to  bring  it 
back  to  the  art  of  bandaging, 
bleeding,  tooth-drawing,  and  so 
on,  which  constituted  almost  its 
entire  encyclopiedia  in  the  ventror 
hie  times  of  barber-surgery,  if  it 
could  be  effected,  would  be  no 
less  injurious  to  the  profession 
than  to  the  public.  The  proposal 
now  comes  a  century  too  late. 
In  those  cases  in  which  local  in- 
jury or  disease  exists  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  more  or  less  general 
derangement,  as  in  compound 
fracture  with  fever,  in  erysipelas, 
and    in  strangulated   hernia,  the 

Eatient  requires  to  be  attended 
y  a  person  who  thoroughly  un- 
denstands  the  case  in  all  its  bear- 
ings. The  surgeon  who  only  knows 


the  local,  and  the  physician  who 
understands  only  the  general 
treatment  of  cases,  are  but  half 
informed,  and  surely  deserve  less 
confidence  than  one  who  under- 
stands both.  The  confidence 
which  ignorant  persons  are  in- 
clined to  repose  in  what  they  call 
a  combination  of  talent,  is  falla- 
cious, if  it  consists  of  a  surgeon 
who  knows  nothing  of  general,  and 
a  physician  who  knows  nothing  of 
local  management :  this  is  not  a 
case,  like  that  of  grammar,  where 
two  negatives  make  an  affirma- 
tive.* 

Let  me  take  this  opportunity  of 
mentioning  to  you,  that  the  me>e 
performance  of  an  operation  is 
often  the  least  part  of  a  surgeon's 
duty,  even  in  cases  that  require 
it.  To  judge  whether  or  not  the 
disease  admits  of  cure  by  other 
means,  to  perceive  when  an  ope- 
ration becomes  advisable,  to  de- 
termine when  it  is  necessary,  to 
prepare  the  patient  judiciously 
for  its  performance  beforehand, 
and  to  manage  the  case  well  af- 
terwards, are  points  of  superior 
importance. 

Do  not  let  it  be  supposed  that 
I  speak  lightly  of  operations  ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  necessary  for 
you  to  study  carefully  each  part 
of  your  duty  ;  but  I  wish  to  cau- 
tion you  against  attaching  too 
much  importance  to  the  branch 
of  surgery  that  you  will  most  sel- 
dom be  called  upon  to  exercise. 
It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose 
that  a  surgeon  is  always  employed 
in  operating,  however  extensive 
his  practice.  It  is  the  boast  of 
modern  surgery  to  have  diminish- 
ed the  number  of  operations.  I 
speak  within  limits  when  I  assert 
that  there  are  not  so  many  opera- 
tions performed  now,  by  one-half 
or  two*thirds,  as  when  i  first  b*« 
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gun  to  study  tbe  profession.  This 
important  difference  to  which  I 
allude,  has  arisen  from  the  im- 
proved knowledge  of  the  nature 
and  treatment  of  disease.  Thus, 
whatever  view  of  the  subject  we 
take,  the  same  conclusion  forces 
itself  on  our  minds  ;  viz.,  that 
there  is  no  natural  distinction  be- 
tween physic  and  surgery  :  they 
are  inseparably-connected  parts 


of  one  science  and  art, — ^the  prac- 
tical principle  of  both  having  the 
same  foondation,  the  different 
branches  must  employ  the  same 
means,  because  they  have  tbe 
same  purpose  to  accomplish. 
Thus  the  great  distinction  turns 
out  at  last  to  be  purely  arti6cial, 
> — to  be  founded  on  no  fixed  prin- 
ciple,— to  be  dependent  on  no- 
thing but  custom. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


MARSH  MIASMA. 

In  a  paper  on  the  autumnal  fever  of 
Georgia,  published  in  the  Western 
Journal,  Dr.  J.  C.  Finley,  of  that 
state,  has  presented  the  result  of  his 
experience,  during  four  years,  in  re- 
gard to  the  mode  of  production  of 
febrile  miasm.  Dr.  Finley  is  of 
opinion  that  too  much  stress  has 
been  laid  on  the  decay  of  vegetable 
matter,  as  a  cause  of  disease  in  the 
clearing  of  new  countries  ;  while  the 
'predisposing  causes,  such  as  the 
change  of  climate  and  habits,  the 
unwholesome  food  and  exposure, 
and  the  mental  depression,  which 
affect  the  settlers  in  a  pew  region, 
have  been  too  much  overlooked. 
The  impression  in  regard  to  the 
noxtous  qualities  of  marshes,  has 
also,  in  Dr.  F.'s  opinion,  been  much 
too  vague  and  general.  A  marsh, 
when  covered  with  sufficient  vegeta* 
tion  to  screen  it  from  the  influence 
of  the  sun,  is  comparatively  innocent. 
Situations  in  the  neighborhood  of 
millponds,  which  have  previously 
been  tbe  haunts  of  fever,  become 
healthy  if  the  pond  is  drawn  off  early 
enough  to  allow  the  rank  vegetation 


usual  in  auch  places  to  spring  op  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  sickly 
season. 

A  long  continuance  of  warm  wea- 
ther is  necessary,  to  give  the  exhala- 
tions of  marshes  sufficient  activity  to 
produce  disease.  ^'  Hot  and  dry 
summers,"  says  Dr.  F.,  ^^are  onl- 
formly  healthy.  Marshes^  when  per* 
ftctly  dry^  art  comparativdy  itino* 
cenV^  Those  seasons  are  most  un- 
favorable to  health  which  are  distin- 
guished by  warm  winds  aud  a  humid 
atmosphere. 

It  is  a  familiar  fact  in  regard  to 
intermittent  fever,  that  it  will  outlaat, 
by  many  months,  or  even  years,  the 
causes  which  produce  it,  and  follow 
its  subject  into  climes  far  remote 
from  the  place  of  its  origin.  A  more 
remarkable  fact  b,  that  the  seeds  of 
this  disease,  sown  during  the  summer 
and  autumn,  will  sometimes  take 
effect  only  in  the  succeeding  season, 
having  lain  dormant  in  the  system 
during  several  months,  and  being 
called  into  action  by  some  very  slight 
octaslonal  cause.  This  predisposition, 
however,  ceases  after  a  few  months,— 
vsmof  iotermittento  rarely  appearing> 
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except  ID  those  who  have  suffered 
from  the  disease  during  the  preced- 
ing fall. 

It  is  further  remarked  by  Dr.  F., 
that  trees  or  |he  brow  of  a  hill  form 
ao  effectual  obstacle  to  the  diffusion 
of  fever.  Many  planters  secure  to 
themselves  an  immunity  from  attack, 
by  simply  leaving  a  certain  extent  of 
uncleared  land  around  their  houses. 
Elevated  spots  near  marshes  are  in* 
secure,  though  generally  thought 
safe,  and  those  who  select  them  un* 
der  this  impression,  are  almost  always 
disappointed.  The  town  of  Milledge* 
ville,  Geo.,  is  mentioned  in  proof  of 
both  these  positions.  The  town 
stands  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Oco- 
nee, about  half  a  mile  from  the  river, 
upon  two  elevated  ridges  of  land, 
running  nearly  parallel  with  each 
other.  The  streets  on  the  brow  of 
the  bill,  next  the  river,  are  prover- 
bially unhealthy,  while  the  remainder 
of  the  town  is  very  much  the  reverse. 

The  views  taken  of  this  subject 
by  Dr.  Finley,  coming  as  they  do 
with  the  sanction  of  much  experience 
and  extensive  observation,  and  being 
evidently  uninfluenced  by  any  pre- 
conceived theory,  are  certainly^  wor- 
thy of  much  consideration.  In  re- 
gard to  the  main  points,  they  per- 
fectly coincide  with  those  adopted 
by  Mr.  M^Culloch,  and  other  distin- 
guished observers  abroad  ;  and  con- 
tribute together  with  them  to  furnish 
distinct  aud  accurate  information  on 
this  interesting  topic  of  medical 
inquiry. 

TRACHBOTOMT. 

An  interestiug  case  in  which  this 
operation  was  performed,  and  which 


occurred  to  Mr.  Charles  Boll,  is  re- 
lated in  a  late  No.  of  the  London 
Medical  Gazette.  The  patient,  a 
child  nine  years  old,  was  startled 
while  in  the  act  of  eating  a  plum, 
and  the  stone  slipped  into  the  tra- 
chea. The  opening  was  made  be- 
tween the  thyroid  and  cricoid  carti- 
lages. After  eluding  several  attempts 
made  by  the  surgeon,  the  foreign 
body  was  at  length  found  in  the 
trachea,  and  extracted.  The  wound 
did  well. 

It  has  repeatedly  been  remarked, 
that  where  tracheotomy  was  per- 
formed, and  the  substance  lay  too 
deep  to  be  extracted,  or  could  not 
be  reached,  it  has  afterwards  been 
expelled  at  the  orifice  by  coughing. 
In  order  to  determine  the  probability 
of  this  occurrence  by  a  large  number 
of  cases,  a  series  of  experiments  was 
not  long  since  performed  in  Francoi 
the  result  of  which  was  somewhat 
remarkable.  The  trachea  was  suc- 
cessively divided  in  ten  dogs,  after 
various  substances  had  been  intro- 
duced to  a  greater  or  less  distance 
below  the  glottis  ;  and  in  all  of  these 
the  body  was  cast  out  the  moment 
the  incision  was  made.  These  ex- 
periments were  performed  to  remove 
the  impression  of  the  uncertainty  at- 
tending the  operation,  and  they  fur- 
nish a  strong  argument  in  favor  of 
its  immediate  performance  in  those 
cases  in  which  the  existence  of  a 
foreign  body  in  the  trachea  has  been 
clearly  ascertained. 


INTESTINAL  OBSTRUCTION. 

A  CASE  of  obstinate  constipation  is 
mentioned  in  the  Edinburgh  Journal 
for  October,  which,  after  resisting 
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the  usual  treetment  by  cathnrtics, 
iojectioDS)  &c.y  at  length  yielded  to 
simple  mechanical  means.  A  flezi- 
i)le  tube,  connected  with  a  syringe, 
bad  been  introduced  into  the  rectumi 
ibr  the  purpose  of  dilating  the  intes- 
tine with  warm  water.  When  this 
means  failed,  the  tube  was  passed 
higher  up  into  the  organ,  until|  at 
the  distance  of  ten  inches  from  the 
•orifice,  it  encountered  an  obstruction. 
The  obstacle  was  overcome  with 
aome  difficulty,  and  the  tube  having 
passed  through  it,  a  discharge  of  li- 
quid feces  immediately  took  place, 
to  the  great  relief  of  the  patient.  It 
was  ascertained  by  the  appearance 
of  the  tube,  that  the  barrier  had  been 
formed  by  indurated  and  scybalous 
feces.  The  case  did  well.  The 
operation;  simple  as  it  was,  appears 
^  to  have  been  original  with  the  prac- 
titioner who  performed  it,  and  cer- 
tainly does  credit  to  his  readiness 
and  ingenuit}'.  It  seems  that  he  was 
at  the  time  twelve  miles  distant  from 
his  residence,  which  was  in  Kirkwall, 
Scotland,    had  employed    the   few 


medicinal  agents  he  had  with  him 
(laudanum,  ol.  ricini  and  croton  oil), 
and  was  unable,  at  any  less  distance 
than  that  above  mentioned,  to  pro- 
cure a  new  supply.  This  country 
practice  is  certainly,  what  we  have 
been  said  to  say  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding, an  excellent  sharpeoet 
of  the  wits. 


RHUS   OL^B&UM   IN  PTTALISM. 

Wb  learn,  from  a  paper  in  the  Ame- 
rican Journal,  that  this  article  has 
been  employed  with  great  success  in 
ptyalism  arising  from  the  use  of  mer- 
curials. The  preparation  recom- 
mended is  an  infusion  of  the  inner 
bark  of  the  root,  which  is  to  be  used 
as  a  gargle  and  a  wash  for  the  mouth. 
The  berries,  prepared  in  the  same 
way,  are  already  in  extensive  use  as 
a  refrigerant  in  fevers,  and  a  topical 
application  in  sore  throats.  The 
author  of  the  paper,  Dr.  Fahnestockj 
gives  particular  directions  for  distin- 
guishing this  species  of  Rhus  frooa 
the  others,  many  of  which  possess 
widely  different  qualities. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  1,  1829. 


TREATMENT  OF   HTOROCEPBALUS. 

A  LATE  English  writer  on  the  dis- 
eases of  women,  &c.  gives  a  very  in- 
teresting chapter  on  a  complaint  of 
children  commonly  attributed  to  con- 
gestion of  the  brain  ; — a  complaint 
apparently  resembling  what  Dr.  Mar- 
shall Hall  has  termed  '^  a  morbid 
affection  of  Infancy,  arising  from  ex- 
haustion, but  resembling  Hydroce- 
phalus."     The   writer   reft^rred    to 


gives  the  result  of  several  dissections 
which  throw  much  light  on  the  treat- 
ment of  this  disease.  In  these  cases 
the  children  had  been  kept  for  seve- 
ral days  under  the  influence  of  pur^ 
gative  medicines  and  leeches,  for  the 
purpose  of  subduing  cerebral  con- 
gestion. He  found,  on  examination, 
the  bloodvessels  of  the  brain  con- 
taining an  extraordinarily  small  quan- 
tity of  the  vital  fluid,  and  an  abun- 
dance of  serum  iu  the  ventricles. 
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The  coDclusioD  drawn  from  theie 
dissectioDs  is  inevitable, — namely, 
*^  that  there  may  be  efTusion  of  serum 
from  a  state  opposite  to  congestion, 
and  that  the  depletory  treatment, 
which  is  used  so  actively  to  prevent 
it,  may  sometimes  be  the  cause  of  it." 

Dropsy  in  persons  of  all  ages  does 
often  result  from  a  debilitated  state 
of  the  system,  and  effusion  is  known 
often,  perhaps  most  often,  to  occur 
where  no  inflammation,  no  active 
visceral  disease  exists.  In  the  man- 
agement of  children  presenting  symp- 
toms of  hydrocephalus,  this  fact  ought 
at  least  to  be  kept  in  view, — we 
ought  to  remember  that  tonic  treat- 
ment and  country  air  are  far  more 
applicable  to  many  such  cases  than 
bleeding  and  purging,  which  are  too 
often  resorted  to  as  matter  of  course. 


UNITED  CHILDREN. 

Scarcely  a  journal  reaches  us  but 
contains  some  case  or  cases  of  foetal 
monstrosity.  From  the  great  rapi- 
dity with  which  such  unhappy  occur- 
rences are  accumulating  on  •the  re- 
cords of  the  profession,  we  should  be 
iiicltued  to  believe  we  live  in  an  age 
of  wonders.  The  whole  truth,  how- 
ever, appears  to  be,  not  that  the  idea 
of  one  such  monster  in  tho  mind  of 
the  female  enceinte^  is  the  occasion 
of  others,  but  that  the  contagion  is 
ill  the  publication  of  these  cases. 
Many  which  are  but  just  brought 
before  our  notice,  occurred  years 
ago,  and  in  the  truth  of  their][wisdom, 
the  n\^dical  attendants  have  thought 
it  best  to  let  the  unfortunate  events 
pass  by  in  silence, — a  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  them  in  which  they  have 
doubtless  found  a  most  cordial  aid 


in  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  pa« 
rents. 

The  arrival  and  public  exhibition 
of  the  Siamese  brothers,  has  been 
matter  of  such  general  remark,  that 
the  dread  of  such  subjects  has  been 
in  a  great  measure  done  away,  and 
almost  every  practitioner  who  finds 
a  parallel  case  in  his  note  book  or 
in  his  memory,  thinks  that  this  is  the 
time  to  lay  it  before  the  profession. 
By  comparing  the  dates  of  the  in- 
stances lately  published,  we  believe  it 
will  be  foiind  that  no  one  year  has 
been  greatly  more  productive  of  such 
monsters  than  any  other,  and  that 
the  explanation  above  given  is  cor- 
rect. The  following  letter,  address- 
ed to  Mr.  Charles  Bell,  and  publish- 
ed in  the  London  Medical  Gazette, 
justifies  this  view  of  the  subject. 

My  Dear  Sir, — A  recent  excur- 
sion to  Switzerland  gave  me  occasion 
to  see,  on  the  1st  of  August  last,  at 
Geneva,  a  remarkable  example  of  a 
living  lusus  naturm^  or  monstrosity 
in  the  human  frame ;  namely,  twin 
infants  furnished  with  two  heads, 
two  necks,  and  four  arms,  but  graft- 
ed or  united  side  to  side,  so  as  to 
form  only  one  female  body,^ termi- 
nating in  two  legs,  or  inferior  extre- 
mities, of  usual  shape.  This  pheno- 
menon presents  nothing  disgusting  to 
the  beholder :  on  the  contrary,  the 
intelligence  which  already  begins  to 
develope  itself  in  the  heads,  makes 
it  an  object  of  great  interest.  I  had 
not  the  opportunity  of  a  very  minute 
personal  examination, in  consequence 
of  only  seeing  it  at  the  hour  of  its 
daily  exhibition  to  the  public ;  but 
my  observal^ion  verified  the  accuracy 
of  the  subjoined  description,  by 
Mons.  F.  Mayor,  which  was  publish- 
ed in  the  Journal  de  Gtnkve  of  the 
SOih  of  July  :— 

Marie-Terese  Parodi,  32  years  of 
age,  the  mother  of  several  perfect 
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children,  gave  birth,  on  the  12th  of 
.  March  of  the  present  year,  to  a  don* 
ble  child,  now  ]40  days  old.  The 
one  to  the  left  was  baptized  by  the 
name  of  Christina,  the  other  by  that 
of  Harriet. 

At  the  6rst  glance  it  u  perceived 
that  the  twin  infants  have  become 
grafted  together;  however,  when 
they  are  regarded  before,  the  lower 
parts  of  the  body  appear  simple  from 
the  stomach  downwards,  while  the 
cheat  is  divided  at  its  upper  part,  at 
least  on  one  side  of  the  trunk.  A 
more  attentive  examination  speedily 
enables  us  to  recognise  the  following 
peculiarities : — Anteriorly,  the  chest 
only  appears  to  form  one  thorax : 
the  sternum  forms  a  kind  of  gutter 
at  its  inferior  part,  while  above  it 
widens  and  enlarges  very  much,  in 
order  to  give  artachnient  to  four 
well-formed  clavicles,  two  of  which 
are  iixed  at  the  external  angles  of 
that  bone,  and  the  other  two  at  the 
middle  of  its  superior  border.  Each 
of  these  four  clavicles  is  directed 
towards  one  of  the  shoulders,  and 
!gives  all  the  support  necessary  for 
die  movements  of  the  arms,  of  which 
(wo  are  placed  between  the  heads. 
The  right  edge  of  the  sternum  ap- 
pears to  give  attachment  to  the  right 
ribs  of  Harriet,  and  the  left  to  the 
•corresponding  ribs  of  Christina. 
There  are  f(»ur  mammae,  the  two  in 
the  middle  being  smaller  than  those 
which  are  external  to  them,  and  are 
encroached  upon  by  the  armpits  of 
the  middle  set  of  upper  extremities. 
There  is  but  one  umbilicus.  When 
the  examination  is  made  from  behind, 
two  spinal  columns  are  distinctly 
«een,  sufficiently  separated  from  each 
other  at  the  upper  part  of  the  body  ; 
but  they  approximate  towards  the 
sacrums,  of  which  there  are  two, 
united  by  the  left  edge  of  the  one 
and  right  of  the  other,  in  such  man- 
ner, however,  that  the  ossa  cocygis 
are  quite  distinct.  From  each  ver- 
tebral column  there  arise  ribs,  which 
are  directed  towards  each  other :  the 
four  or  five  first  run  to  the  anterior 


sternum ;  bat  the  rest  are  united  to 
those  of  the  neighboring  body,  at 
least  by  their  external  surface,  and 
appear  only  to  form  one  circle  with 
those  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  trunk. 
Thus,  then,  the  tboraces  are  really 
separated  externally  throughout  their 
upper  third,  and  probably  entirely 
so  within  :  the  posterior  ribs  of  this 
double  trunk  participate  in  the 
movements  of  respiration  in  the 
same  way  as  those  of  the  aoterior 
part.  The  beating  of  the  heart  in 
Christina  is  perceived  at  the  anterior 
and  left  surface  of  the  trunk ;  the 
beating  of  the  heart  in  Harriet  is 
seen  ai  the  middle  part  of  the  pos- 
terior surface.  Beneath  the  ribs  of 
this  same  side  there  is,  between  the 
two  spinal  columns,  an  abdoroen 
twice  as  small  as  that  on  the  anterior 
surface  of  the  trunk.  Harriet  has 
had  from  her  birth  some  malforma- 
tion of  the  breast,  for  it  is  not  long 
since  the  blueness  with  which  she 
was  affected  began  to  disappear. 
For  some  days  she  has  had  a  catarrh- 
al affection,  and  her  pulse  was  at  l68 
in  a  minute ;  while  her  sister  enjoyed 
perfect  health,  the  pulse  not  exceed- 
ing 144  in  the  minute.  T-heir  breath- 
ing is  not  ahvays  synchronous ;  how- 
ever, there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
a  communication  exists  between  the 
lobes  of  the  lungs  of  the  two  child- 
ren. The  one  sometimes  sleeps 
while  the  other  is  awake, — sometimes 
sucks  while  the  other  plays,  or  wbh- 
ea  also  to  get  the  breast ;  bat  never 
has  one  an  evacuation  without  the 
other  making  the  same  efforts,  which 
even  wake  her,  if  asleep.  As  they 
grow  older,  other  and  yet  more  in- 
teresting phenomena  will  doubtless 
be  observed. 

Examples  of  this  kind  of  unioo 
are  happily  but  little  common,  and 
it  is  rarely  that  they  survive  their 
birth.  A  good  many  cases.  Indeed, 
are  mentioned  by  authors,  but  most 
of  them  are  apocryphal ;  some,  how- 
ever, are  well  authenticated ;  such, 
for  example,  as  the  two  Hungarian 
girls,  spoken  of  by  Buffon,  who  were 
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united  by  the  lolni,  and  who  lived 
21  years.  Another  case  of  a  similar 
kind  occurred  at  Verdun,  in  1709 : 
here  also  two  females  were  united, 
and  in  the  same  manner :  they  were 
then  seven  years  of  age,  and  could 
walk  ;  and  their  intelligence  was  so 
great  that  they  had  acquired  several 
languages.  There  is  also  an  instance 
in  which  two  little  girls  were  united 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  sternum 
to  the  umbilicus.  The  accoucheur 
divided  theparts  ;  and  thus  separate 
ed  by  an  operation^  the  children  lived. 

In  1495  there  were  born,  near 
Worms,  twins  united  by  the  forehead : 
they  lived  for  ten  years,  when  one 
died,  and  the  other  was  separated  by 
an  operation  ;  but  it  proved  uifavail- 
ing.-^In  1525,  a  native  of  Savoy,  30 
years  of  age,  and  of  the  ordinary 
stature,  exhibited  himself.  He  had, 
hanging  from  the  sternum,  a  body 
about  a  foot  in  length,  having  feet 
and  arms,  but  without  motion,  while 
the  head  appeared,  as  it  were,  plant* 
ed  in  the  body  of  the  man. — In  1538 
there  was,  in  Bavaria,  a  female  men- 
dicant with  two  heads,  who  was 
driven  from  the  country  lest  the 
pregnant  women  should  give  birth 
to  similar  monsters, — a  fear  as  ima- 
ginary as  the  result  of  it  was  cruel 
and  uncharitable.  Buchanan,  in  his 
History  of  Scotland,  mentions  the 
case  of  a  monster  with  two  heads, 
which  lived  28  years.  The  two 
heads,  having  different  volitions,  of- 
ten quarrelled.  They  both  felt 
wounds  of  the  lower  part  of  the  body, 
but  those  of  the  upper  part  were 
only  perceptible  to  the  correspond- 
ing head. — In  1552,  a  French  wo- 
man at  Geneva,  was  brought  to  bed 
of  a  monster,  the  heads  of  which 
were  united  by  the  posterior  part, 
and  the  union  extendt;d  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  back.  Guspard  Materier 
took  a  portrait  of  it.  The  monster 
lived  some  hours,  and  is  compared 
to  Janus  by  a  writer  (Lycosthene) 
who  describes  it. 

Before  we  conclude,  we  may  al- 
lude to  the  opinion  which  has  been 


frequently  started  and  recently  re- 
newed, that  such  monsters  ought  to 
be  destroyed  immediately  after  their 
birth.  No  one  can  have  a  right  to 
do  $0$  for  since  God  ordains  that 
such  beings  should  come  into  the 
world,  the  laws  owe  them  protection. 
Besides,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
determine  the  degree  of  imperfectioi» 
at  which  an  infant  would  cease  to 
have  a  right  to  live  ;  for  these  phe* 
nomena  are  met  with  from  a  simple 
supernumerary  tip  of  the  ear,  up  to 
the  e.Y«imple  above^nontioned,  of  two* 
girls  who  were  successfully  separated 
by  an  operation. 

The  catarrhal  affection,  with  feb-; 
rile  excitement,  under  which  the 
twin  named  Harriet  labored  on 
Thursday,  the  23th  of  July,  iK)ted 
by  M.  Mayor,  had  subsided  on  the 
1st  of  August,  and  she  then  had  an 
appearance  as  healthy  and  lively  as 
Christina.  Both  infants  seemed  to 
exercise  some  control  over  the  mo- 
tion of  the  lower  limbs  ;  but  should 
they  live  until  their  meiTtal  faculties 
and  auimal  powers  are  fdrther  deve- 
loped, it  will  become  a  matter  of 
curious  inquiry  to  ascertain  in  what 
manner  nervous  influence,  springing 
from  two  distinct  organs  of  sensation 
and  volition,  shall  be  directed  towards 
the  lower  extremities,  so  as  to  effect 
locomotion  in  accordance  with  the 
will  of  each  sensorium  ;  or  whether 
there  shall  be  occasional  contentions 
between  the  heddt  for  a  dominating 
power  over  the  legs. 

Although  the  precise  peculiarities 
of  structure  in  the  abdominal  viscera, 
and  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
internal  organs  of  generation  corres- 
pond in  unity  and  simplicity  with 
the  external,  are  points  which  cannot 
be  fully  determined  till  after  death  ; 
yet,  from  the  circumstance  of  ~each 
infant  taking  food  with  avidity  at 
different  times,  it  may  be  inferred 
that  each  has  its  proper  stomach, 
and  that  the  union  of  the  alimentary 
canal  takes  place  below.that  organ. 

Many  facts  desirable  to  be  ascer- 
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tained  hereafter,  during  the  growth 
of  this  extraordinary  animal  pheno- 
menon, must  arise,  referring  espe- 
cially to  anatomy  and  physiology  ; 
.and  as  you  have  been  long  an  emi- 
nent professor  of  these  branches  of 
medical  science,  I  am  induced  to 
address  to  you  this  tetter,  in  the 
belief  that  it  ma}'  invite  you  to  gra- 
tify your  own  zeal,  and  to  indulge 
that  of  the  profession,  by  instituting 
farther  inquiries,  from  time  to  time, 
regarding  the  interesting  subject  of  it. 
I  remain,  my  dear  Sir, 
Very  faithfully  yours, 

J.  Borland. 

The  subject  being  open,  many 
questions  present  themselves  to  the 
mind  which  seem  difficult  of  solution. 
The  exact  nature  of  such  connec- 
tions, and  their  precise  effect  on  the 
physical  and  moral  identity  of  the 
individuals  united,  are,  we  appre- 
hend, in  a  fair  way  to  receive  solu- 
tions from  Oti  actual  observation  of 
phenomena  which  must  occur  in  such 
persons,  in  the  course  of  a  life  so 
beset  with  ills  as  that  they  are  des- 
tined to  live.  To  our  readers,  the 
effect  of  disease  and  of  death  in  one, 
on  the  health  and  life  of  the  otiicr, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  parts 
united  or  common  to  both,  is  per- 
haps of  all  these  questions  the  most 
interesting ;  and  the  following  case 
from  a  western  periodical,  seems  not 
to  confirm  the  commonly  received 
opinion  on  this  subject.  For  this 
reason,  and  as  matter  of  record,  we 
have  thought  it  worth  preserving. 
It  was  published  by  the  medical  at- 
tendant, Joshua  Martin,  M.D.,  of 
Zenia,  Ohio. 

On  Monday,  the  31st  of  August, 
1829, 1  witnessed  a  most  extraordi- 
nary lusus  naturiBy  of  which  I  am 
induced  to  publish  a  brief  notice. 

The  wife  of  a  gentleman  of  this 


vicinity  was  delivered,  on  Saturday, 
the  29lh  of  August,  at  the  close  uf 
the  eighth  mouth  of  utero- gestation, 
of  two  living  children,  of  ordinary 
size,  who  were  attached  together  by 
a  round  substance,  of  about  three 
inches  diameter,  commencing  at  the 
ensiform  cartilage,  or  lower  end  of 
the  breast  bone,  and  extending  down 
the  abdomen. 

The  superior  part  of  the  attach- 
ment was  hard  and  cartilaginousy 
formed  by  the  ensiform  cartilage  of 
the  one  extending  across  and  uniting 
with  the  other ;  below,  it  was  soft, 
and  gave  the  sensation,  to  the  touch, 
of  a  membranous  sac,  containiog 
part  of  the  abdominal  viscera. 

At  the  inferior  part  of  the  con- 
necting medium,  the  skin  was  want- 
ing ;  and  at  that  point  arose  one  um- 
bilical cord,  which'  served  both 
children. 

Anastamosis,  or  union  of  the  su- 
perficial veins  of  the  two  children, 
could  be  distinctly  perceived.  They 
were  both  females,  and  in  every  res- 
pect natural,  except  that  one  had 
two  thumbs  on  the  left  hand.  I  saw 
them  about  forty-eight  hours  after 
their  birth  ;  one  of  them  had  been 
dead  twelve  hours,  and  the  other 
died  in  a  few  hours  afterwards. — 
Far,  Rec.  and  Zenia  Gaz, 


Ununited  Fracture  of  the  Os 
Femoris,  cured, — A  boy  was  admit- 
ted into  the  Bath  Hospital,  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Henry  Lyford,  with  a 
fracture  of  the  thigh,  produced  eleven 
months  before,  and  which  had  been 
treated  in  the  usual  way,  but  witboat 
any  union  having  taken  place.  On 
his  admission,  an  oblique  fracture 
was  evident,  <'  rather  above  the  cen- 
tre of  the  femur,  at  which  part  there 
was  a  very  considerable  degree  of 
motion,  so  much  so,  that  the  disunit- 
ed portions  of  bone  could  be  made 
to  form  an  obtuse  angle,  and  thai 
without  producing  the  slightest  pain 
or  inconvenience.  The  foot  and  leg 
quite  oedematous,  and  much  everted, 
the  limb  one  inch  and  a  quarter 
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shorter  than  the  opposite  extremity, 
and  incapable  of  being  elongated  by 
extension.  There  appeared  to  have 
been  an  unusual  degree  of  constitu- 
tional languor  and  inactivity,  mani- 
fested by  a  very  slow  and  feeble 
pulse^  extreme  coldness  of  the  bands 
and  feet,  pallid  countenance,  dry 
skin,  and  impaired  appetite,  with 
constipated  bowels. — Ordered  a  large 
blister  to  be  applied  on  either  side 
of  the  thigh,  contiguous  to  the  frac- 
ture ;  meat  diet ;  a  pint  of  porter 
daily ;  the  bowels  to  be  kept  open 
by  equal  parts  of  the  mercurial  pill 
and  extract  of  aloes,  and  three 
spoonfuls  of  the  compound  mixture 
of  steel  to  be  taken  three  times  a 
day. 

<<  On  the  twelfth  day,  the  blisters 
having  totally  failed  to  produce  any 
effect  in  the  way  of  exciting  ossific 
inflammation,  Mr.  L.  introduced  a 
seton  between  the  end  of  the  bones. 
At  the  expiration  of  two  months 
from  the  time  of  his  admission,  he 
was  discharged  cured .^^-—Z^n*  Med, 
and  Surg.  Journal. 

GonorrluBa  and  Chancre. — We 
learn  from  a  communication  by  M. 
Gibert,  in  the  Nuuvelle  Bibliotheque 
Medicate  fur  March  last,  that  M. 
Biett  had  under  his  care  a  man  who 
was  afflicted  with  gonorrhoea,  caused 
by  cohubiiiiig  with  his  wife  shortly 
after  delivery,  aud  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  lochial  discharge. 
The  gonorrhoea  being  suppressed  in 
a  great  part,  an  acute  purulent  oph- 


thalmia supervened.  We  learn  from 
the  same  source,  that  there  was,  in 
the  hospital  of  St.  Louis,  a  patient 
with  a  large  uker  on  the  internal 
surface  of  the  prepuce,  and  at  the- 
base  of  the  glan^,  caused  by  having- 
connexiou  with  a  woman  a  few  days- 
after  her  delivery. 

These  cases  are  conclusive,  as 
showing  the  non-specific  nature  of 
these  diseases.  We  have  knowa 
gonorrhoea  several  times  ii/duced  by^ 
cohabiting  with  a  woman  during  or 
too  soon  after  menstruating ;  and 
chancres,  and  also  gonorrhoea,  pro* . 
duced  by  the  leucorrhoeal  discharge, 
American  Journ,  of  the  Med.  Set. 


Case  of  Hydatid  Tumor  simtdai' 
ing  a  Crural  Hernia. — M.  Pigeotte, 
Physician  of  the  H6iel  Dieu  of 
Troyes,  in  examining  a  female  sub- 
ject, observed  two  tumors,  one  on 
each  side,  resembling  crural  hernia. 
The  one  on  the  right  side  was  re- 
duced by  taxis :  being  preceded  by 
R  fold  of  intestine,  tlint  on  the  left 
resisted  all  efforts  at  reduction,  and 
on  dissection  proved  to  be  a  hydatid 
tumor. — If  this  woman  had  been  at- 
tacked with  disorder  of  the  bowels, 
attended  with  symptoms  analogous 
to  those  produced  by  strangulated 
hernia,  she  would  no  doubt  have 
undergone  an  operation. — Nouvelle 
Biblioth.  Med. 


Notice. — Mr.  Barnet  Peters  is  no 
longer  Agent  for  the  Med.  Journal. 


WEEKLY   REPORT   OF   DEATHS IW 

r   BOSTON 

,  ENDING  NOVEMBER  21. 

Date.  |8ei.|Age. 

Disease. 

Date.  |Sez.|Age.  |              Disease. 

Nov.  13. 

F. 

6yr. 

dropsy  in  the  head 
affection  of  the  head 

•     F. 

8 

dropsy  in  the  head 

F. 

16 

M. 

8 

accidental 

F. 

66 

inflammation  in  the  bowels 

17. 

M. 

14  mo 

measles 

44. 

F. 

85 

consumptioQ 

M. 

18 

qumsey 
hydrothorax 

F. 

12  010 

unknown 

M. 

62yr8 

M. 

48yni 

consumption 

18. 

F. 

8 

lung  fever 
childbed 

F. 

9 

chronic  fever 

F. 

22 

». 

F. 

36 

childbed 

M. 

4 

measles 

M. 

21 

typhous  fever 

M. 

6  mo 

croup 

M. 

8 

measlea 

19. 

F. 

29yrs 

16. 

M. 

27 

mortification 

20. 

F. 

8d 

unknown 

M. 

4 

bum 

21. 

F. 

21 

dropsy 

Males,  11— Females,  18.    Total,  24. 
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NEW  BOOKS. 

CiRTER  &  HEN  DEE  hare  j«t  pub- 
lished and  for  lale — 

A  Manual  of  Materia  Medica,  and 
Pharmacy,  comprising  a  concise  descrip- 
tion of  the  articles  used  in  medicine ;  their 
physical  and  chemical  properties,  &c.  &c. 
By  H.  M.  Edwards,  M.D.  and  P.  Vasseur, 
M.D.  Translated  from  the  French,  with 
additions,  &c.  by  Joseph  Tongo  and  E, 
Durand.    . 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Chemistry, 
iVlateria  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  for  the 
us«  of  students.  By  Robert  Hooper,  M.D. 
from  the  last  London  edition,  with  up* 
wards  of  one  hundred  additional  ques- 
tions, and  an  entire  new  chapter  on  Poi- 
sons. 

The  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences,  No.  1 1,  for  November,  1829. 

Nov.  24. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 

«  iplOPAlVA  may  be  given  in  this  form 
V/  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart- 
ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach ;  and  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  large  doses  it 
does  not  purge."— PAtZ.  Journal  of  Med, 
Scieneet, 

See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  18th. 

KUROPEAIf  LEECHES. 

An  excellent  lot  of  European  Leeches, 
which  will  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  price, 
or  applied,  in  any  part  of  Boston  or  in  the 
vicinity. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVIS,  188 
Washinjfton  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  as 
at  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eoptf. 

MORBID  ANATOMY. 

CARTER  &:  HENDEE  have  just  re- 
ceived,— The  Morbid  Auatomy  of 
the  Stomach,  Bowels  and  F-iiver ;  illus- 
trated by  a  Series  of  Plates  from  Drawings 
after  Nature,  with  explanatory  letter 
press,  and  a  Summary  of  the  Symptoms 
of  the  Acute  and  Chronic  Affections  of  the 
above-named  Organs.  By  Jottw  Arm- 
strong, M.D. 

The  above  work  will  be  completed  in 


viz  ottmben,  at  $6,00  each.  Thitt 
numbers  are  already  published.  Sub- 
script  ions  received  by  C.  &  H. 

Oct.  8.  2Mwni 


MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKE. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,— A  Memoir  of 
Edward  A.  Hoi.tokb,  M.D.  LUD.,  pre- 
pared in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 

CARTER  k  HENDEE  hare  justpob- 
lished,— The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.    By  G«OROK  COMBB. 

From  tho  Preface  to  the  Anurican  ediHen, 
w  Mr.  Combe's  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  arc  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  educaUon.  This  is  not  formallj 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  Bui 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  hw  illui- 
trations,  have  it  always  obviously  m  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  cacft 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 
"  The  publishers  have  printed  thw  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  ismudim 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

"  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  knows 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  d»fl 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  w,ith  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  refejredjo,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  dwtinctor 
der  with  habits  of  their  own,  and  wno  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  ^^ich,  altbonrn 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  IW 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  heaUD 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  •taden«;J^ 
bring  upon  him  Vrem^tnre  dec&j. 
classes  it  is  recommended,  a?^  tne  > 
ous  learning  and  acuteness  of  <n«^  , 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  bookwh^cbt«; 
dresses  its  instructions  to  the  whole  coip- 
munity."  ^e^tS^^^ 

A  TREATISE  on  the  S<^»^f»]^"*j2^ 
ease,  byC.G.HuFELA5D.Phy«^^ 

Sept.  8. 


Published  weekly,  by  JoMH  Cottow,  at  184,  Washington  St.  comer  of '^ 
whom  all  conunanications  must  be  addressed, i»0«rpaid.— Price  tbr^e  **^ vJ&ur 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  *"^J' 
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CLINICAL  LEOTdRB  ON  THS  OPERATION 
OF  L^RYNOOTOMY. 

By  Charles  Bell,  Esq.,  Sur^on  of  the 
Middlesex  Hospital,  and  Profeiior  of 
Surgery  in  the  University  of  Loudon. 

Gentlemen, — At  no  time  does 
the  duty  of  the  surgeon  appear 
more  important,  than  when  he 
comes  into  the  midst  of  a  distress- 
ed family,  one  of  whom  is  in  dan- 
ger of  immediate  death  from  suf- 
focation ;  for  the  suddenness  of 
the  attack,  the  agony  of  the  suf- 
ferer, and  the  real  danger  to  life, 
are  apt  to  agitate  him  at  a  time 
tvhen  he  mast  be  calm,  decided, 
and  dexterous*  Before  I  read 
the  case  to  you,  I  shall  put  cer- 
tain preparations  into  your  hands, 
to  which  I  must  refer  in  explana*- 
tion. 

[The  lecturer  here  handed 
round  the  preparations,  showing 
the  natural  structure  of  the  la- 
rynx, and  gave  a  short  description 
of  the  anatomy  of  this  part.  He 
then  drew  attention  to  the  pecu- 
liar sensibility  residing  in  the 
glottis.] 

This  sensibility  of  the  glottis 
calls  into  action  the  whole  class 
of  respiratory  muscles.  It  is 
placed  here  for  the  purpose  of 
guarding  the  entrance  of  the  lungs; 
and  if  the  smallest  husk,  or  crumb 
of  bread,  alight  upon  this  part, 
there  is  an  immediate  spasm,  ex- 
tending through  all  these  muscles, 

43 


to  expel  the  foreign  body.  But 
just  in  the  same  manner  that  this 
extensive  class  is  roused  into  ac- 
tion, those  little  muscles  which 
move  the  arytenoid  cartilages  and 
the  chordae  vocales,  contract  spas- 
modically. Whenever  anything 
foreign  touches  the  highly-irrita- 
ble spot  in  the  glottis,  these  mus- 
cles shut  up  the  narrow  slit  of  the 
rima  glottidis,  and  cause  the  sen- 
sation of  suffocation.  In  such  a 
case,  therefore,  as  the  present, 
when  a  foreign  body  is  lodged  in 
the  windpipe,  we  have  to  observe 
that  there  is,  at  first,  a  sudden 
spasm,  or  fit  of  suffocation  :  after 
a  time,  this  painful  struggle  re- 
laxes ;  but  it  returns,  and  this  re- 
turn of  the  difficult  breathing 
marks  that  the  obstruction  is 
spasmodic,  and  not  mechanical. 

In  the  course  of  the  attack, 
these  fits  recur  at  shorter  inter- 
vals,— they  become  more  fre* 
quent,  though  apparently  less 
violent ;  and  you  will  observe  how 
they  are  attended  with  flushing 
and  turgescence  of  t^eface,  with 
a  bloodshot  eye,  great  anxiety 
and  struggling.  But  by-and-by  a 
change  takes  place, — theje  is  now 
no  struggle,  nor  any  effort  to  avoid 
suffocation, — there  is  no  longer 
that  animated  and  terrified  look  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  patient 
lies  still  ;  instead  of  the  suffused 
face,  his  cheek  is  pale  and  cold, 
and  bis  hand  feels  clammy.  Had 
the  obstruction  been  altogether 
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mechanical,  the  effects  would  be 
uniform;  but  being,  as  I  hare  said, 
tpasmodic,  there  is  a  deceptive 
appearance  of  improreuent  from 
diminished  irritability.  Seeing 
ibis  change  in  his  condition,  bis 
attendants  think  that  he  is  reliev- 
ed, and  in  the  way  of  doing  welt ; 
when,  iu  truth,  his  case  is  despe- 
rate.  These  new  symptoms  arise 
from  effusion  taking  place  in  the 
lungs.  The  difficulty  experienc- 
ed of  drawing  the  breath  through 
th^  narrow  glottis,  and  the  violent 
mechanical  play  of  the  lungs,  bring 
on  effusion  into  the  extremities  of 
the  bronchie,  or  into  the  common 
cellular  texture  of  the  lungs  ;  and 
of  this,  the  pale  leucophlegmatic 
countenance  is  the  sign. 

Thus,  when  the  patient  dies, 
the  immediate  causis  of  death  is 
the  state  of  the  lungs;  the  remote 
cause  is  the  spasm  in  the  glottis. 
The  inference  which  you  are  to 
draw  from  this  is,  that  if  you  do 
not  decide  at  the  first  what  is  to 
be  done,  but  defer  operating, 
there  is  danger  of  being  too  late  : 
yoi]  may  perform  the  operation, 
and  remove  the  foreign  body,  but 
the  patient  will  die  from  the  effu- 
sion into  the  lungs. 

Case  of   Foreign    Body    in    the 
Trachea, 

Sept.  1st. — Mary  Waters,  aet. 
9,  was  admitted  into  the  hospital 
at  nine  o'clock  this  morning,  with 
symptoms  of  suffoca'tion.  The 
report  given  by  the'  friends  was, 
that  yesterday  afternoon,  being  in 
school,  and  eating  a  plum,  the 
child  laughed,  and  was  reprimand- 
ed by  the  mistress,  who  gave  her 
at  the  same  time  a  slight  tap  on 
the  cheek  :  at  that  moment  the 
child  was  sensible  that  the  plum- 
stone  bad  got  into  her  throat.  She 
was  immediatelj  seized   with  a 


difficulty  of  breathing,  which  has 
continued,  with  occasional  severe 
attacks,  ever  since.  A  probang 
was  passed  into  the  cesophagai, 
and  an  emetic  was  given  to  her, 
before  she  came  into  the  hospital. 

It  was  evident  that  she  requir- 
ed immediate  relief.  Mr.  Bell 
said  that  he  slipped,  unobserved, 
to  her  bedside,  so  as  not  to  disturb 
or  frighten  her,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  her  manner  of  breath- 
ing. She  lay  with  her  head  rais- 
ed high  ;  she  was  restless,  shifting 
her  position,  and  tossing  her  arms; 
her  chest  rose  high,  and  her  nos-' 
trils  were  dilated  ;  the  sound  of 
her  breathing  was  hissing,  husky, 
and  impeded, — it  was  in  suddeo 
gasps. 

Having  collected  what  tubes, 
probes  and  forceps  were  likely  to 
be  of  use,  the  child  was  laid  oo 
pillows,  placed  on  the  table  so 
that  her  position  was  inclined,  not 
horizontal.  This  was  done  for 
two  reasons, — because  a  person 
breathes  with  difficulty  io  tbe 
horizontal  posture  ;  and,  because 
it  permits  the  blood  in  the  wound 
to  flow  outwards. 

An  incision  was  made  through 
the  integuments  an  inch  and  a  half 
in  length,  the  centre  being  oppo- 
site to  the  cricoid  cartilage.  The 
thyroid  and  guttural  veins  were 
seen  turgid  :  it  was  not  possible 
to  avoid  them,  and  they  bled  free- 
ly. Continuing  the  dissection  on 
the  forepart  of  the  trachea,  a 
small  artery,  the  thyroidea  anas- 
tomotica,  was  divided,  and  the 
wound  bled  considerably,  so  that 
the  incision  into  the  larynx  was 
delayed  a  few  minutes.  T"® 
point  of  the  scalpel  was  then  thrust 
into  the  membranous  space  b«" 
tween  the  cricoid  and  thyroid  car- 
tilages.    The  child  did  not  appeer 
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at  all  relieved,  or  only  in  a  \ery 
slight  degree,  by  this  opening. 

"My  disappointment  was  now 
considerable.  When  I  had  done 
this  operation  before,  the  relief 
was  immediate*:  no  sooner  had  the 
point  of  the  knife  penetrated  the 
membrane,  than  the  harsh  sawing 
sound  of  the  voice  ceased,  and  the 
ajr  came  siffling  through  the 
wound  ;  and  when  the  end  of  the 
scalpel  was  used  to  hold  apart  the 
sides  of  the  slit,  and  a  quantity  of 
mucus  was  discharged,  the  breath- 
ing ivas  composed  and  easy.'' 

The  probe  was  passed  upwards 
through  the  glottis  into  the  pha- 
rynx, but  nothing  foreign  was  found 
interrupting  the  passage.  The 
probe  was  then  passed  from  the 
wound  in  the  larynx  down  into  the 
trachea,  with  every  precaution, 
lest  the  foreign  body  might  be 
thrust  downwards  by  it ;  but  no- 
thing was  to  be  discovered  there. 
At  this  time  the  breathing  was 
worse;  the  child's  color  was  dark- 
er, and  a  degree  of  insensibility 
prevailed.  A  portion  of  a  large 
gum  catheter  was  passed  down 
into  the  trachea,  and  retained  there, 
and  the  child's  face  and  neck  were 
bathed  with  cold  water.  The 
breathing  became  sensibly  easier, 
and! the  freshness  of  color  returned 
to  the  cheeks  and  lips.  The  tube 
being  withdrawn,  further  attempts 
were  made  to  discover  the  stone, 
but  without  avail.  Mr.  Bell  at 
this  time  thought  of  putting  the 
child  to  bed,  but,  resolved  to  leave 
nothing  undone,  he  explored  the 
passage  once  more.  He  felt  the 
pharynx  with  his  finger  introduced 
into  the  mouth.  He  then  passed 
the  catheter  by  the  wound  through 
the  chink  of  the  glottis,  and  exa- 
mined the  sacculi  laryngis  ;  he  then 
sounded  deep  into  the  trachea;  and 
now  he  thought  he  could  feel  a 


roughness  more  than  belonged  to 
the  cartilages.  He  therefore  en- 
larged the  incision  downwards, 
and  having  bent  the  end  of  a  probe 
so  as  to  make  a  little  hook,  be 
passed  it  down  into  the  trachea  : 
by  means  of  this,  he  succeeded  in 
catching  the  edge  of  the  stone,  and 
brought  it  to  be  visible  in  the 
wound;  then,  with  the  small  dress- 
ing forceps,  he  extracted  it.  It 
was  half  of  the  stone  of  a  plum, 
and  it  had  lain  with  its  rough  conn 
vex  surface  towards  the  concavity 
of  the  tube. 

Immediately  after  the  stone  was 
withdrawn,  the  child  opened  its 
eyes  and  looked  about,  apparently 
with  the  conviction  that  the  thing 
was  accomplished.  Nothing  could 
be  more  striking,  during  the  whole 
of  the  operation,  than  that  a  cjiild 
so  young  should  have  so  perfect  a 
notion  of  the  necessity  of  something 
being  done  for  its  relief,  and  that  it 
should  remain  so  submissive. 

The  wound  was  dressed  superfi- 
cially, and  the  child  was  put  to 
bed,  breathing  freely, — to  the 
great  delight  of  those  present,  for 
it  had  been  abundantly  apparent 
that  it  was  an  affair  of  life  or  death. 

Evening. — The  child  is  perfect- 
ly 'quiet,  and  has  slept  a  great  deal. 

Sept.-  2d. — She  is  remarkably 
well ;  she  speaks  low,  and  com- 
plains of  hunger.  She  breathes 
at  present  with  perfect  ease,  and 
has  done  so  ever  since  the  opera- 
tion. Leeches  have  been  applied 
to  the  neck,  and  she  has  had  some 
laxative  medicine. 

Sept.  12th.— The  child  is  run- 
ning about,  and  is  quite  well  ;  but 
the  wound  is  still  open,  and  the 
granulations  projecting.  The  zinc 
lotion  is  ordered,  with  compression 
by  adhesive  strapping. 

Sept.  22d. — The  wound  is  heal- 
ed.    Mr.  Bell  said  that  the  father, 
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with  the  child  in  his  arms,  came 
ruuning  after  him  as  he  left  the 
hospital,  to  return  thanks.  When 
he  said  to  the  father,  '^  I  am  dis- 
tressed that  the  child  has  not  re- 
corered  its  voice,"  he  replied, 
^*  It  was  only  her  shyness ;  she 
speaks  as  well  as  ever  she  did  in 
her  life." 

It  is  first  to  be  remarked,  gen- 
tlemen, that  in  this,  as  in  former 
.operations,  it  was  the  surprise  of 
every  one  how  deep  the  trachea 
and  larynx  lay  in  the  wound.  It 
is  this  which  makes  the  operation 
difficult ;  the  more  so,  that  from 
dissecting  the  dead  body,  you  are 
not  led  to  expect  it. 

It  is  said  in  this  case  that  I 
passed  the  probe  upwards.  The 
reason  of  doing  this  is,  that  foreign 
bodies  are  apt  to  be  caught  in  the 
chink  of  the  glottis,  and  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  push  them  up  into  the 
pharynx.  But,  indeed,  1  ought  to 
have  considered  that  in  such  a 
case  the  symptoms  are  more  se- 
vere than  those  exhibited  in  the 
present.  I  passed  the  probe 
downwards  in  the  absolute  cer- 
tainty of  finding  the  foreign  body 
there.  I  shall  here  show  you 
how  the  surgeon  may  make  a  fatal 
error.  A  child  was  brought  into 
the  hospital  some  years  ago  in  a 
state  of  sufibcation,  as  it  was  said, 
from  having  drawn  a  pebble  into 
bis  windpipe.  The  house-surgeon, 
seeing  there  was  no.  time  for  de- 
lay, made  an  incision  between  the 
thyroid  and  cricoid  cartilages, 
and  he  then  passed  a  probe  from 
this  part  up  into  the  throat. 
Thinking  he  could  do  no  more,  he 
desisted.  The  child  died  ;  and 
on  examining  the  part,  it  was 
found,  on  slitting  up  the  trachea, 
that  the  stone  was  impacted  not 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  below  the 


incision.  If  he  had  tamed  bis 
probe  down,  he  ivould  have  tooch* 
ed  the  stone,  and  the^child  would 
have  lived. 

A  case  lately  occurred  in  Dob* 
lin  to  a  surgeon  whose  reputatioo 
has  extended  so  as  to  make  him 
well  known  to  us  here,  which 
was  attended  with  some  curious 
circumstances.— A  boy  had  rub* 
bed  down  a  plum-stone  in  its  cen- 
tre, so  as  to  open  its  cavity,  tod 
make  a  whistle  of  it.  While 
practising  upon  this  whistle,  it 
suddenly  slipped  into  his  windpipe. 
He  could  breathe,  notwithstand- 
ing, without  much  difficulty,  al- 
though he  had  occasional  parol* 
ysms  of  suffocation.  Several  days 
had  elapsed  before  he  preseated 
himself  at  the  hospital.  To  satis- 
fy those  around  him  that  the  stooe 
was  still  in  his  windpipe,  the  boy 
began  to  whistle,  of  his  own  ac- 
cord, upon  his  instrument.  With- 
out puckering  hia  lips  at  all,  be 
could  produce  a  very  clear  whis- 
tle by  merely  throwing  out  ike 
breath  from  his  chest.  With  Ibis 
evidence,  the  surgeon  made  so 
incision  into  the  trachea;  aud 
when  he  had  pushed  a  catheter 
through  the  chink  of  the  glottis 
into  the  mouth,  the  boy  called 
out  that  he  felt  the  stone,  and 
had  swallowed  it.  Three  days 
afterwards,  however,  he  was 
again  heard  whistling  as  before. 
The  breathing  had  continued  im- 
peded ;  and  it  was  found,  also,  by 
the  use  of  the  stethoscope  and 
percussion  on  the  chest,  that  Ihe 
lungs  on  one  side  did  not  expand 
in  breathing.  It  was  inferred 
that  the  foreign  body  was  proba- 
bly still  lodged  in  the  trachea, 
and  that  it  might  be  covering  one 
of  the  divisions  of  the  bronchial 
tubes.  The  incisiou  in  the  tra- 
chea was  therefore  enlarged  a 
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little  dcuniirardi,  fttid  the  stone 
was  expelled  shortly  afterwards 
daring  a  fit  of  coughing. 

In  illostration  or  this  fact,  that 
a  foreign  body  may  be  expelled 
by  'coughing,  you  will  find  some 
very  interesting  experiments  per- 
formed upon  dogs  by  M.  Favier, 
as  quoted  by  Sabbatier.  He 
popped  a  foreign  body  into  the 
glottis  at  the  moment  of  inspira- 
tion. The  animal  was  immedi- 
ately convulsed,  and  it  was  thought 
he  must  have  died,  but  he  became 
so  quiet  that  they  deferred  the 
further  part  of  their  operation  for 
six  hours.  They  then  opened  the 
trachea  by  dividing  three  of  the 
cartilages,  when  the  body  was 
immediately  forced  out.  The 
experiment  was  ten  times  repeat- 
ed with  a  nail,  a  ball  of  lead,  &e.; 
and  although  these  were  pushed 
deep  with  instruments,  the  body 
was  cast  out  the  moment  that  the 
incision  was  made.  These  expe- 
riments were  performed  to  oppose 
the  opinion  which  declared  the 
operation  of  bronchotomy  to  be 
precarious,  from  the  difficulty  of 
discovering  the  body. 

The  most  important  part  of  a 
clinical  lecture,  gentlemen,  is 
the  confessions  of  the  surgeon. 
I  ought  in  this  case  to  have  de- 
termined in  my  own  mind  where 
the  foreign  body  lay,  for  you  will 
observe  that  the  symptoms  are 
different  according  as  the  body 
lies  in  the  grasp  of  the  glottis  or 
the  trachea.  I  might  have  known 
that  if  it  had  been  in  the  sacculus 
laryngis,  for  example,  the  symp- 
toms would  have  been  more  vio- 
lent,  and  the  danger  more  press- 
ing. 

Id  the  case  operated  upon  by 
the  house-surgeon,  the  mother 
came  running  in  with  the  child  in 


her  arms,  just  after  the  pebble 
was  s\tallowed,  and  in  twenty 
minutes  the  child  was  dead.  In 
the  present  instance  the  stone 
lodged  lower  down,  and  the  child 
you  have  seen  survived  during  the 
night.  But  do  not  delay  perform- 
ing the  operation  after  you  have 
ascertained  that  a  foreign  body  is 
in  the  windpipe,  because  the 
child  may  be  suffocated  in  the 
instant  by  the  body  rising  from 
the  depth  of  the  windpipe,  and 
being  caught  in  the  glottis.  Thus 
a  child,  after  drawing  a  cherry- 
stone into  its  windpipe,  ivas  near- 
ly choked,  but  suddenly  got  relief; 
and  some  time  after,  while  play- 
ing on  the  carpet,  it  was  seized 
with  another  fit  of  suffocation,  and 
died.  The  cherry-stone  was 
found  in  the  sacculus  laryngis  ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in 
the  period  between  the  two  at- 
tacks, the  cherry-stone  had  lodg- 
ed deep  in  the  windpipe,  but  that 
during  the  gambols  of  the  child  it 
had  fallen  forwards  into  the  larynx. 
In  Pelletan's  Clinique  Chiror- 
gicale,  you  will  see  a  case  where 
a  surgeon  performed  bronchotomy 
on  a  child,  and  extracted  a  bean. 
The  weakness  of  the  child  after 
the  operation  was  such  that  they 
believed  him  dead  ;  but  he  reco- 
vered, called  on  his  parents,  and 
cried  to  have  his  playthings,  and 
yet  this  boy  died  in  fourteen  hours. 
Another  boy  had  the  operation 
performed,  and  died  in  conse- 
quence. The  expression  is  strong, 
— "  fe  coup  mortel  ttaU  porti  ;** 
although  he  lived  for  two  months. 
Now  the  fatal  termination  in  these 
cases  was  attributed  to  a  gorging 
of  the  brain;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  a  long-continued  struggle  for 
breath  affects  the  circulation  in 
the  head  in  a  very  remarkable 
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^manner.  But  it  aflects  tbe  lungs 
,  more  directlj  and  more  riolently. 
When  a  person  dies  from  suffoca- 
tion, owing  to  some  disease  of  the 
throat,  the  lungs  do  not  freely 
collapse  on  exaioiniug  the  body. 
Here,  then,  there  is  a  proof  that 
they  have  suffered,  and  to  this 
danger  I  call  your  attention  parti- 
cularly. But  let  us  in  future  be 
alive  to  the  observation  of  Pelie- 
tan,  of  what  takes  place  in  the 
brain. 

For  some  time  after  this  ope- 
ration I  was  very  anxious  for  tbe 
child^s  life,  and  I  shall  state  the 
reason  of  this  anxiety.  A  woman 
was  brought  into  the  hospital, 
who,  in  her  phrenzy,  had  plunged 
a  penknife  into  her  throat.  It 
pierced  the  upper  part  of  the 
thyroid  cartilage,  and  entered  at 
the  union  of  the  cordae  vocales. 
She  was  suffocated,  at  the  end  of 
some  months,  by  the  granulations 
which  filled  up  the  passage  of  the 
glottis.  Another  young  woman, 
attempting  to  destroy  .  herself, 
drew  a  penknife  down  tbe  fore- 
part of  her  throat, — not  in  the 
vulgar  way  of  cutting  it  across. 
She  thrust  the  knife  into  the  tra- 
chea, and  divided  five  rings  of  the 
tube.  She  survived  the  first  ef- 
fects, but  was  suffocated  by  the 
retraction  of  the  cut  edges  of  the 
cartilages,  and  the  swelling  of  the 
inner  membrane,  which  thereby 
diminished  the  capacity  of  the 
tube.  You  see,  therefore,  the 
source  of  my  anxiety.  When  ive 
saw  the  granulations  spring  out 
from  this  wound,  it.  was  natural 
to  apprehend  that  such  granula- 
tions might  also  sprout  inwards. 
With  regard  to  the  possibility  of 
the  divided  cartilages  retractins;, 
the  manner  in  which  I  operated 
might  possibly  prevent  this  ;  for 
you  will  observe  that  my  first  iu- 


cisioQ  was  made*  through  tbs 
membranous  space  between  the 
thyroid  and  cricoid  cartilages;  and 
when  I  enlarged  it,  I  cut  tbroogh 
the  cricoid  cartilage.  Nowyoa 
mark  tbe  peculiarity  of  this  car- 
tilage,— that  it  is  a  complete  cir- 
cle, and  that,  when  divided,  its 
edges  will  resume  their  place, 
being  supported  by  the  continuity 
of  the  hoop  on  the  back  part. 
The  cartilages  below,  that  is,  tbe 
cartilages  of  the  trachea,  are  not 
complete  hoops,  or  rings ;  and 
therefore,  when  divided  into  two 
lateral  portions,  tbey  may  be  dis- 
placed and  retracted  more  easily. 
However,  I  must  not  omit  saying 
that  the  windpipe  has  been  divid- 
ed with  this  perpendicular  inci- 
sion, without  being  followed  with 
the  consequences  which  I  have 
apprehended,  and  which  I  have 
myself  witnessed.  I  have  recom- 
mended to  my  young  friends  to 
make  experiments  to  illustrate 
this  subject. 

The  last  observation  I  shall 
make  is  less  practical  ;  but  still 
it  is  very  curious  in  a  physiolo- 
gical point  of  view.  When  the 
probe  was  passed  upwards,  tbe 
child  coughed  and  expressed  an- 
easiness,  which  showed  that  the 
chink,  and  the  parts  above  the 
chink  of  tbe  glottis,  were  much 
more  sensibfe  than  where  we 
were  operating. 

It  was  also  remarked  that, 
although  no  sensibility  was  evinc- 
ed on  putting  the  probe  down- 
wards into  the  trachea,  yet, 
when  it  was  passed  so  far  within 
the  tube  as  to  touch  the  bifur- 
cation, coughing  and  indications 
of  superior  sensibility  were  pro- 
duced,— as  in  touching  the  larynx. 

[The  operation  of  Laryngotomy 
is  becoming  more  and  more  common 
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and  successful,  since  the  profession 
have  been  persuaded  that  it  is  neces- 
sarily attended  with  much  less  hazard 
t/ian  was  formerly  supposed.  In  all 
extreme  cases  it  is,  in  fact,  expected 
of  the  medical  attendant  that  he  will 
give  his  patient  the  chance  of  relief 
afforded  by  it; — we  would  recoro* 
mendy  thereforei  to  the  particular 
notice  of* oar  readers,  the  foregoing 
Lecture  from  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished Surgeops  of  the  age.] 


IL 

gangrenous  erosion  of  ths  fack. 

Mr.  Editor, 
Dear  Sir, — I  take  tfae  liberty  of 
sending  you  for  publication  in  the 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal, the  history  of  a  case  of , Gan- 
grenous Erosion  of  the  Face, 
which  has  recently  come  under 
my  Are, — it  being  one  which  sel- 
dom occurs,  and  upon  which  au- 
thors have  not  been  very  explicit. 
In  fact,  I  have  met  with  no  accu- 
rate description  of  the  disease  in 
any  standard  work.  In  some  of 
our  medical  journals,  cases  have 
been  described  very  similar 
in  their  appearance,  but  most  of 
them  have  ensued  upon  the  exhi- 
bition of  mercury. 

In  the  No.  of  the  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  the  Medical  Sci- 
ences for  November,  1829,  four 
cases  are  given  by  Dr.  Samuel 
Webber,  of  Charlestown,  N.  H., 
the  last  of  which  is  almost  a  pre- 
cise history  of  the  one  which  I 
have  recently  been  called  to  wit- 
ness. I  regret  that  Dr.  W.  did 
not  state  whether  or  not  his  pa- 
tient (a  little  girl  ten  years  old) 
had  taken  any  preparation  of  mer- 
cury during  the  typhoid  state. 
A  number  of  cases  of  a  similar 


character  have  occurred  in  this 
city  within  a  few  years,  but  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, mercury  had  been  previous- 
ly administered. 

It  is  important  to  collect  as 
many  flicts  in  relation  to  this  dis- 
ease as  possible  :  it  is  therefore 
desirable  that  those  who  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  witnessing  its 
symptoms,  should  communicate 
such  information  as  they  possess, 
that  the  disease  may  be  properly 
classed  and  accurately  defined. 
For  myself,  I  am  at  a  loss  whe* 
ther  to  consider  it  an  idiopathic 
or  symptomatic  disease.  Some 
circumstances  in  the  case  which 
came  under  my  care,  incline  me 
to  the  former  opinion,  and  to  view 
it  as  a  disease  sui  generis^ — viz., 
it  commenced  after  the  typhoid 
symptoms  had  entirely  subsided, 
during  a  state  of  convalescence, 
after  the  child  had  recovered  its 
appetite,  and  in  a  measure  its 
strength;  at  a  time  when  aphthous 
affections  are  not  expected,  and 
seldom  or  never  occur.  The  dis- 
ease, too,  both  in  my  patient  and 
that  of  Dr.  Webber,  took  a 
marked  and  definite  course,  viz., 
one  half  of  the  face,  as  high  up  as 
the  eye.  In  the  lips,  it  is  true 
that  it  somewhat  exceeded  its 
bounds ;  but  in  those  soft  parts  it 
could  not  be  otherwise,  as  a  dis- 
ease of  this  description  could  not 
accurately  divide  them,  as  with  a 
knife.  The  gangrene  pursued 
the  same  course  in  both  Dr.  W.'s 
patient  and  mine,  and  was  confined 
to  the  same  parts.  Is  it  there- 
fore unreasonable  to  suppose  that, 
like  Hemiplegia  and  Hemicrania, 
it  was  governed  by  some  prescrib- 
ed, though  inscrutable  law  of  the 
animal  economy,  and  that  the 
^<  gangrenous  erosion  of  the  face" 
is  a  distinct  and  idiopathic  disease.^ 
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After  writing  thus  far,  I  was 
accidentallj  inrormed  that  the 
case  described  by  Dr.  Webber 
occurred  io  a  very  interest- 
ing child,  \be  daughter  of  a  res-^ 
pectable  merchant  of  this  city. 
The  father,  by  my  request^  wrote 
to  Dr.  W.  to  ascertain  whether 
mercury  had  been  given  in  the 
ease  referred  to,  or  not.  Dr. 
W.,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry,  says 
that  he  cannot  speak  with  certain* 
ly  about  particulars  which  had 
nothing  remarkable  at  the  time 
to  impress  them  on  his  mind, — 
that  most  probably  some  calomel 
was  administered  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fever  as  a  ca- 
thartic, this,  being  his  usual  cus- 
tom,— and  that  very  possibly  ca- 
lomel might  have  been  sebse- 
quentlj  given,  in  very  minute 
portions,  combined  with  Dover's 
powder  ;  but  not  in  sufficient 
^quantities,  as  I  infer  from  bis  let- 
ter, to  produce  any  constitutional 
effect.  He  is  even  doubtful  whe- 
ther calomel  was  given  at  all. 
He  further  states  **  that  the  dis- 
ease has  been  known  to  attack 
and  prove  fatal  where  no  calomel, 
or  other  preparation  of  mercury, 
had  been  used  ;  and  in  otherwise 
favorable  states  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  have  amended  under  the 
use  of  it,  and  seemingly  in  conse- 
quence thereof." 

My  little  patient  took  but  five 
grains  of  calomel,  combined  with 
an  equal  quantity  of  jalap  in  pow- 
der, and  this  more  than  four  weeks 
before  her  death,  and  nearly  three 
weeks  previous  to  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  the  disease  of  which 
she  died. 

Dr.  Webber,  in  giving  a  history 
of  his  patient's  case,  has  so  accu- 
rately described  that  of  mine,  that 
I  cannot  do  better  than  to  request 


you  to  copy  it  verbatim.  The 
variation  in  regard  to  treatment 
was  trifling  and  unimportant.  His 
patient  was  a  little  girl  of  tea 
years  old, — mine  was  a  little  girl 
of  four  years  old.  His  patient 
was  affected  on  the  left  side  of 
the  face, — mine  on  the  right.  His 
patient  had  a  troublesome  diar- 
rhoea,— mine  had  not.  The  teeth 
of  my  patient,  on  the  affected 
side,  either  fell  out,  or  were  all 
loosened  ; — he  makes  no  mention 
of  this  circamstanCe,  and  I  am 
told  by  the  father  of  the  child  that 
it  did  not  take  place.  Both  cases 
ensued  upon  typhus ;  both  lived 
about  an  equal  number  of  days 
from  the  commencement  of  the 
local  affection  ;  and  both  ''  died 
completely  exhausted." 

You  will,  my  dear  Sir,  by  read- 
ing Dr.  Webber's  description  of 
his  case,  and  keeping  in  mind  the 
above  circumstances^  have  a  cooci- 
plete  and  accurate  history  (#  the 
one  which  I  have  recentfy  at- 
tended. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

John  B.  Brown. 

The  following  is  the  case  referred 
to  by  Dr.  Brown. 

"  This  happened  in  September, 
1828,  in  a  little  girl  ten  years  old. 
It  ensued  upon  typhus,  in  which 
diarrboBa  had  been  a  troublesome 
symptom.  About  the  *  fourteenth 
day,  when  the  fever  was  appa- 
rently beginning  to  abate,  she 
complained  of  a  feeling  of  sore- 
ness and  pain  in  the  left  cheek, 
not  far  from  the  angle  of  the 
mouth.  The  part  was  slightly 
swollen,  somewhat  hard  and  red- 
dish, like  the  commencement  of  a 
boil.  Volatile  liniment  with  laa- 
danum  was  applied,  and  the  red- 
ness   disappeared,    though    the 
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swelling  continued,  being  bavrever 
te98  hard  and  rather  more  dtffase. 
A  day  or  two  after,  some  aphthae 
appeared  in  the  mouth  and  fances, 
for  which  a  gargle  of  diluted  Rtu- 
riatic  acid  was  employed.  She 
complained,  however,  of  the  cheek's 
being  hotter  and  sorer,  and  the 
swelling  had  evidently  increased. 
On  the  inside  of  the  cheek  it  pro- 
truded in  a  ridge  between  the  teeth. 
Lead  water  was  used  externally  as 
a  constant  application,  in  addition 
to  the  occasional  use  of  the  lini- 
onent  above  mentioned,  and  the  in- 
side of  the  mouth  was  frequently 
touched  with  hooey  acidulated  with 
muriatic  acid  ;  small  quantities  of 
wine  were  given,  and  one-fourth  of 
a  grain  of  sulphate  of  quinine  thrice 
a  day  ;  also  small  doses  of  Dover's 
powder  to  regulate  the  bowels, 
jstill  rather  too  loose,  and  to  pro- 
cure sufficient  rest.  The  cheek 
nevertheless  continued  to  swell, 
and  the  breath  became  very  foetid 
with  the  odor  before  mentioned. 
The  aphthae  nearly  disappeared  in 
a  day  or  two,  but  upon  the  most 
prominent  part  of  the  internal 
swelling  of  the  cheek  was  a  kind 
of  flabby  pustule  or  blister,  seem- 
ingly beneath  the  whole  thickness 
of  the  internal  integument,  which 
over  the  swelling  was  opaque,  and 
of  a  dirty  white  color.  This  broke 
the  same  evening,  discharging  a 
small  quantity  of  foetid  fluid,  and 
leaving  a  sloughing  appearance  of 
its  membranous  covering.  It  was 
repeatedly  touched,  during  the 
night  and  the  following  day,  with  a 
strong  preparation  of  muriatic  acid 
and  honey,  sufficiently  caustic  to 
eorrugate  the  sloughing  membrane^ 
and  make  it  settle  down  below  the 
level  of  the  surrounding  parts. 
This  it  was  hoped  would  put  a 
check  to  the  diseased  action,  and 
cause  the  slough  to  separate.  Not- 


withstanding, it  continued  to  in- 
crease  durrog  the  subsequent  night, 
and  on  the  next  morning  had  nearly 
reached  the  angle  of  the  mouth, 
which  looked  dusky,  cracked,  and 
approaching  to  gangrene.  An  emi- 
nent practitioner  from  a  distance 
met  me  in  consultation  this  morn- 
ing, and  advised  carrot  and  fer- 
menting poultices  with  charcoal 
over  the  teeth,  a  small  blister  ex- 
ternally across  tRe  angle  of  the 
mouth,  and  one  on  the  inside  of  the 
cheek,  of  a  size  sufficient  to  cover 
the  slough  and  the  surrounding 
sound  edges,  while  the  internal  re- 
medies were  continued  in  increased 
doses.  The  disease  however  pro- 
ceeded with  redoubled  rapidity. 
Gangrene  in  undisguised  blackness 
passed  in  a  few  hours  across  the 
external  blister,  and  at  the  same 
time  came  through  the  cheek  oppo- 
site to  the  point  on  the  inside  first 
attacked,  fn  spite  of  the  assidu- 
ous application  of  fermenting  poul- 
tices with  charcoal,  these  spots 
spread  so  as  to  coalesce  in  the 
course  of  the  night,  and  by  next 
morning  to  involve  most  of  the  un- 
attacked  portion  of  the  cheek.  The 
case  was  now  deemed  hopeless, 
and  dissolution  was  soon  expected.. 
The  foetor  being  excessive,  with  a 
view  to  lessen  it,  the  part  was  co- 
vered with  a  cloth  wet  with  a  so- 
lution of  chloride  of  lime  (bleach^ 
ing  powder).  This  also  lessened 
the  rapid  spreading  of  the  gangrene 
so  much,  that  for  hours  it  seemed 
almost  entirely  stationary,  but  did 
not  become  wholly  so,  though  it 
went  forward  very  slowly,  till  it 
had  covered  the  whole  of  the 
swelling  existing  at  the  time  of  its 
commencement,  reaching  almost  to 
the  lower  eyelid,  over  the  mem- 
branous part  of  the  nose  on  the 
same  side,  the  septum,  two- thirds 
of  the  lips,  and  half  of  the  chin, 
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including  all  the  cheek  to  belovr 
the  under  edge  of  the  lower  jaw, 
and  backwards  nearly  to  the  ear. 

"The    parts  were  completely 
sphacelated,  and  had  nearly  sepa- 


rated, when,  at  the  expiration  of  death." 


twelve  days  from  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  danger,  the  little  pa- 
tient died,  completely  exhausted. 
All  the  peculiar  symptoms  of  tbe 
fever  had  subsided  long  before  her 


SKETCHES  OF  PEBIODICAL  IJTERATUBE. 


AMBUORATION   OF  CLIMATE. 

In  the  course  of  some  remarks  on 
the  climate  of  tbe  40th  degree,  north 
latitude,  published  by  Dr.  Sexton,  of 
Baltimore,  in  tbe  American  Journal, 
are  some  valuable  data  on  the  com- 
parative character  of  the  seasons  in 
this  country  at  different  periods  dur- 
ing the  last  century.  The  three 
most  remarkable  changes  during  this 
period,  according  to  Dr.  S.,  are  the 
following:— 1st.  The.  winds  have 
t>ecome  more  variable.  2.  Those 
from  the  wesiern  quarters  have  di- 
roioished  in  number.  3.  Snow  and 
ice  are  formed  in  less  quantities,  and 
are  less  durable,  aud  the  tempe- 
rature of  the  winters  has  increased. 
The  first  two  of  these  facts  is  proved 
by  various  records  and  incidental 
memoranda  in  the  history  of  the 
country.  The  Swedish  Professor 
Kalm,  who  travelled  in  North  Ame- 
rica in  1748  and  1749,  kept  a  regis- 
ter of  the  winds  at  Philadelphia,  and 
a  few  miles  to  the  southward  of  that 
city.  From  this,  it  appears  that  the 
variation  of  the  wind  was  sometimes 
limited  by  three  or  four  points  of  the 
compass,  for  six  or  seven  days  in 
succession;  and  in  some  tabular  ob- 
servations of  Bartram  appended  to 
Kalm's  work,  the  wind  is  several 
times  marked  as  blowing  in  the  same 


direction  for  six  days,  and  in  ooe  io- 
stance,  in  the  month  of  June,  for 
eleven.  The  change  which  has  ta- 
ken place  in  this  respect  may  be 
judged  of  from  the  fact,  that  in  late 
tables  we  may  examine  the  records 
of  five  years  in  succession,  without 
meeting  with  an  instance  in  which  a 
current  from  any  eighth  part  of  the 
compass  has  existed  for  more  than 
five  days  together. 

It  is  mentioned  by  Jefferson,  io 
his  Notes  on  Virginia,  that  the  east 
and  south-east  breezes  had,  in  178^) 
very  sensibly  advanced  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  within  the  me- 
mory of  persons  then  living.  But 
more  accurate  information  on  this 
point  may  be  gained  from  the  valua- 
ble observations  of  the  traveller  al- 
ready referred  to.  In  ten  moOths 
between  August,  1748,  and  June, 
1749,  Prof.  Kalm  recorded  four  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  observations  on 
the  course  of  the  wind.  Of  these, 
forty-six  are  marked  as  north  and 
south.  Of  the  remaining  number, 
three-fourths  are  winds  from  the 
western  semicircle,  and  but  one- 
foorth,  or  ninety-eight,  from  th« 
eastern.  At  the  present  time,  Dr. 
S.  remarks  that  the  number  of  easter- 
ly and  westerly  winds,  during  a  year, 
is  nearly  equaL 
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The  existing  testimony  in  regard 
to  the  increasing  mildness  of  winter 
during  the  period  referred  to^  is  not 
less  conclusive.  For  many  years 
from  the  discovery  of  this  country, 
the  annual  season  during  which  the 
earth  was  partly  or  wholly  covered 
with  snow,  in  the  latitude  of  40  deg., 
was  three  or  four  months.  Forty 
or  fifty  years  since,  the  usual  depth 
of  snow  during  the  winter  was  esti- 
mated by  Rush  at  from  six  to  nine 
inches,  occasionally  increased  to  two 
and  three  feet.  In  the  year  1740, 
the  Delaware  was  crossed 'with  sleighs 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  l6th  of 
March,  and  in  1779-1780;  was  frozen 
across  at  the  same  place  for  nearly 
three  months.  Messrs.  Mason  and 
Dixon,  while  engaged  in  making  as- 
tronomical observations  about  thirty 
miles  west  of  Philadelphia,  in  1767| 
saw  the  mercury  in  the  open  air  fall  to 
22  deg.  below  zero.  In  the  winter  of 
1783-1784,  the  snow  lay,  in  the 
south-east  part  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
two  to  three  feet  deep  during  most 
of  the  season  ;  and  the  rivers,  which 
were  frozen  in  December,  continued 
bound,  except  a  short  interval  in 
January,  until  the  middle  of  March. 

If  with  these  facts,  and  many  si- 
milar ones  which  might  be  adduced, 
are  compared  the  records  of  modern 
winters  in  the  same  latitude,  the 
change  which  has  taken  place  in 
the  severity  of  this  season  will  at 
once  be  obvious.  Nor  is  this  ame- 
lioration at  all  more  remarkable  in 
the  region  described  by  Dr.  S.,  than 
in  that  which  is  found  two  or  three 
degrees  farther  north.  So  fur  as  we 
have  documents  to  judge  from,  our 
own  climate  has  been  undergoing  a 


similar  alteration,  to  a  nearly  or  quite 
equal  extent.  Men  of  scarcely  more 
than  middle  age  recollect  the  period 
when  the  sleighing  continued  good 
in  the  neighborhood  of  this  city  for 
three  months  in  the  year;  while 
storms  which  covered  the  earth  with 
snow  to  the  depth  of  three  or  four 
feet,  were  affairs  of  frequent  occur- 
rence. Analogous  facts  are  on  re-> 
cord  with  regard  to  many  of  the 
countries  of  the  old  world.  lo  our 
own  country  at  least,  we  find  a  plau- 
sible explanation  of  these  changes, 
in  the  destruction  of  her  forests,  and 
the  increased  cultivation  of  her  soil. 
The  uniformity  of  the  atmospheric 
currents  has  been  lessened  by  vary- 
ing the  character  of  the  surface  over 
which  they  blow  ;  and  the  keenness 
which  they  formerly  derived  from 
passing  over  tracts  of  woodland,  co- 
vered with  almost  eternal  snow,  is 
no  longer  to  be  felt.  Still,  as  our 
author  remarks,  a  continuance  of 
these  north-western  breezes  some- 
times produces  a  temperature  worthy 
of  the  days  of  our  anoestors ;  and 
we  are  yet  to  wait  for  great  improve- 
ments in  our  neighbors  of  the  hyper- 
borean regions,  before  the  airy  mes- 
sengers they  send  us  will,  instead  of 
bearing  the  snow  and  hail  on  their 
pinions,  ripen  our  grapes  and  our 
olives,  and  breathe  on  us  a  peren- 
nial spring. 


SARCOCELB. 

An  interesting  case  of  this  disease  is 
related  in  the  London  Med.  and 
Phys.  .Journal  for  October.  The 
patient  was  twenty-six  years  of  age, 
had  previously  enjoyed  good  bealtli, 
and  had  nut  been  affected  with  go- 
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oorrhoea  for  many  years.  Withoat 
any  assignable  cause,  a  swelling  ma- 
nifested itself  in  one  of  the  testicles. 
Thb  continued  to  increase^  notwith* 
standing  the  employment  of  the  usu- 
al remedies,  until  at  length  its  extir- 
patioa  was  found  necessary,  and  was 
performed.  From  this  time  the  pa- 
tient enjoyed  good  health  for  four 
months.  At  the  end  of  thi9  period, 
he  felt  some  uneasiness  in  the  re- 
maining testicle.  On  examination, 
the  organ  was  found  enlarged,  hard, 
and  tender  to  the  touch.  Various 
Jocal  applications  and  general  treat- 
ment were  employed,  but  with  little 
effect.  The  disease  proceeded  until 
the  testicle  attained  four  times  its 
natural  size,  with  an  aggVavation  of 
all  the  other  symptoms.  At  this 
period  Mr.  Guthrie  was  consulted, 
and  recommended,  in  addition  to  the 
treatment  already  employed,  the  use 
of  a  large-sized  metallic  bougie,  to 
be  passed  three  times  a  day,  and 
kept  in  the  urethra  for  several  mi- 
nutes. This  produced  at  first  consi- 
derable irrit&tion,  and  even  hemor- 
rhage. In  the  coarse  of  a  fortnight^ 
however,  both  the  size  and  the  ten- 
'derness  of  the  testicle  diminished. 
After  three  months  use  of  the  bougie, 
'^very  symptom  of  disease  subsided, 
and  the  patient  could  take  active  ex- 
ercise without  the  least  uneasiness. 

The  theory  on  which  this  mode 
of  practice  has  been  proposed  in  this 
disease,  and  which  is  maintained  by 
the  author  of  the  article  referred  to, 
IS  that  of  its  removing  a  morbid  irri- 
tability of  the  urethra,  usually  con- 
nected with  the  complaint.  Nothing 
18  said,  however,  to  show  that  such  a 
state  of  the  passage  existed  in  the 


case  referred  to ;  and  we  are  inelioed 
to  think  that  this  is  not  generally  or 
even  frequently  the  proximate  cause. 
Where  orchitis  occurs  as  a  sequel  of 
gonorrhoea,  it  is  not  too  much  to 
presume  a  transfer  of  inflammation 
from  the  urethra  to  the  testicle  ;  and 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  remedies  in- 
dicated under  these  circumstances, 
is  the  irritation  of  the  urinary  pas- 
sage with  a  bougie.  The  primary 
effect  of  this  measure,  however,  is 
not  to  diminish  the  sensibility  of  the 
orethra,  but  to  increase  it ;  as  is  evi- 
dent from  th*e  strangury  which  ensues 
upon  its  use.  On  the  whole,  tfiere- 
fore,  we  should  be  more  disposed  to 
attribute  the  cure  obtained  in  this 
and  similar  cases,  to  a  temporary 
transfer  of  the  disease,  somewhat 
analogous  to  what  takes  place  under 
the  use  of  vesication  in  common  in- 
flammation. It  seems  not  yrery  im- 
probable, that  in  cases  which  yield 
to  the  use  of  the  bougie,  as  above 
described,  the  local  stimulus  derived 
from  copaiba  or  cantharides  taken 
internally,  might  be  of  equal  advan« 
tage. 


mrHATE  OF    SILVER  IN  UTERINB 
DI8EASJE. 

A  Ma.  Jewell,  of  London,  has  late- 
ly published  some  cases  of  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  lunar  caustic  in  vaginal 
discharges  proceeding  from  a  diseas- 
ed state  of  the  cervix  uteri.  He 
thinks  this  a  more  frequent  cause  of 
the  morbid  discharge  generally  re* 
cognized  as  leucorrhoea,  than  has 
been  commonly  supposed.  Admit- 
ting this  observation  to  be  correct, 
we  should  hardly  expect  the  treat- 
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roent  suggested  to  be  useful  id  any 
considerable  proportioD  of  the  cases 
of  leucorrhoea  met  with  io  practice. 
That  this  disease  sometimes  proceeds 
from  active  inflammation  in  the  cer* 
viz  uteri,  there  is  no  doubt ;  but  the 
symptoms  in  such  cases  would  cer* 
taioly  be  so  far  peculiar,  as  to  induce 
a  practitioner  of  ordinary  prudence 
to  examine  and  ascertain  the  fact. 
He  who  should  infer  the  existence 


of  such  inflammation  iVom  the  dis- 
charge ilself,  and  on  this  ground  em* 
ploy  local  stimulants  to  subdue  it, 
would  in  many  cases  aggravate,  in-- 
stead  of  relieving  the  disease,  and: 
would  soon  make  shipwreck  of  hit- 
own  reputation. — So  far  as  Mr.  J.'s 
remarks  go  to  show  the  necessity  of 
careful  examination  in  suspected 
cases,  we  deem  them  highly  valuable 
and  important. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  8,  1829. 


LOCAL  ArPLfOATlON  OF  NITRATE  OF 
SILVER. 

Ma.  HiGGiNBOTTOM,  of  Nottingham, 
whose  name  will  ever  be  associated 
with  lunar  caustic,  has  published  an- 
other edition  of  his  work  on  the  cu- 
rative powers  of  this  remedy.  Even 
abating  much  for  the  zeal  of  a  man 
engaged  on  a  favorite  topic,  the  in- 
controvertible practical  evidence  of 
the  influence  of  the  Nitrate  of  Silver 
in  restraining  inflammatory  action, 
adduced  in  this  volume,  is  exceeding- 
ly valuable,  and  places  the  remedy 
in  a  much  higher  place  than  it  has 
hitherto  held  iu  our  materia  medica. 
Proofs  very  SHiisfactory  are  brought 
by  Mr.  Higgiiibottom,  of  its  use 
in  phlegmonous  and  erysipelatous 
inflammation,  in  bruised  wounds, 
ulcers,  and  in  burns  and  scalds.  His 
mode  of  applying  it  is  generally, 
6rii  to  wash  the  part  clean  with  soap 
and  water,  and  wipe  it  dry.  The 
diseased  surfcice,  and  from  half  to  a 
whole  inch  of  the  surrounding  healthy 
skin,  is  then  to  be  moistened,  and  a 
slick  of  the  caustic  drawn  over  it 
once  twice,  or  oftener^  according  to 


the  object  to  be  efilacted.  If  the. 
disease  be  superficial,  and  only  a 
blackening  of  the  surface  is  desired, 
once  will  bo  sufficient ;  if  vesication 
is  to  be  produced,  the  operation 
should  be  repeated  several  times; 
and  if  an  eschar,  a  still  longer  appli- 
cation will  be  necessary.  It  is  a. 
point  of  the  greatest  importance,  to* 
carry  the  efiects  ^f  the  caustic  be- 
yond the  diseased  surface,  Na 
dressing  is  found  necessary,  the 
deadened  cuticle  being  a  sufficient 
protection  to  the  part.  Mr.  H*  b  of 
opinion  that  by  the  free  application 
of  this  remedy  over  a  tumor  in  which 
suppuration  has  already  taken  place, 
a  degree  of  absorption  of  the  pus 
may  be  produced  ;  and  in  bruised 
wounds  and  burns,  he  has  uniformly 
succeeded  in  preventing,  by  this 
mode  of  treatment,  the  sloughing  of 
the  partS| — their  integrily  being  pre- 
served by  the  peculiar  and  specific 
tendency  of  this  remedy  to  promote 
the  adhesive  process.  Even  wounds 
to  be  healed  by  the  first  intention 
will  progress  more  certainly  and  ra- 
pidly, by  blackening  the  surrounding 
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tkin ;  and  punctored  wounds  heal 
under  the  influence  of  this  remedy, 
without  suppuration. 

In  local  erytkemaf  wo  have  found 
the  free  and  early  application  of  Ni- 
trate of  Silver,  so  as  to  blacken  the 
skin,  uniformly  successful  in  arrest- 
ing the  progress  of,  and  subduing  the 
inflammation.  In  several  species  of 
Herpes^  it  has  operated  with  great 
expedition,  and  to  our  entrre  satis- 
faction. A  case  of  Bum  is  report- 
ed, as  having  been  very  successfiflly 
treated  by  this  application  so  as  to 
form  an  adherent  eschar,  at  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital ;  and  in  another 
case,  of  the  hitt  of  a  cat,  at  the  same 
Hospital,  it  was  immediately  cura- 
tive, applied  in  the  same  way.  A 
wound  received  in  dissection  is  re- 
ported in  a  British  Journal  as  having 
been  entirely  cured  by  the  same 
process. — All  these  cases  are  entirely 
independent  of  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Higginbottom.  We  might  go  on  to 
adduce  further  evidence  of  the  value 
of  the  researches  of  this  gentlemen, 
but  enough  we  trust  has  already  been 
said,  to  induce  the  profession  to  turn 
a  greater  degree  of  attention  to  this 
subject  than  it  seems  generally  to 
receive. 


ROBBBRT  OF  A  TOMB. 

Another  step  has  been  taken  toward 
that  horrid  catastrophe  to  which  we 
are  fast  hastening.  The  great  amount 
of  human  dissection  constantly  going 
on  in  this  city  and  commonwealth, 
both  by  private  anatomists  and  in 
our  Schools  of  Medicine,  creates 
every  year  an  Increasing  demand  for 
subjects.  Heretofore,  this  demand 
has  been  met  by  bodies  taken  from 


the  grave,  in  the  stillness  of  the 
night, — a  fact  most  disgraceful  to 
that  public  which  has  established 
schools  of  anatomy,  and  refused  to 
provide  the  means  of  pursuing  its 
study, — which  requires  of  the  Prac- 
titioner a  minute  knowledge  of  the 
structure  of  the  body,  and  denies 
him  the  possible  means  of  acquiring 
this  knowledge  in  an  open  and  hon- 
orable manner. 

In  urging  the  necessity  of  legislat- 
ing on  this  subject,  we  have  repeat- 
edly said  that  as  the.  demaad  for 
bodies  increases  and  the  price  of 
them  is  enhanced,  and  the  temptm- 
tion  offered  to  the  resurrectionist  to 
get  them  at  all  hazards  magnified, 
he  will  become  bolder  and  bolder  in 
his  vocation,  and  soon  the  poor  man 
will  be  afraid  to  live  in  a  retired  al- 
ley, and  the  rich  will  fear  to  carry 
the  comforts  of  life  to  the  needy  sicki 
lest  darkness,  and  with  it  an  untimely 
end,  should  await  him.  And  well 
he  may,  for  all  this  has  happened, 
and  the  course  of  events  here  is  in  a 
train  precisely  similar  to  that  which 
led  to  the  recent  scenes  of  horror  at 
Edinburgh. 

One  step  more  has  now  been  taken 
toward  this  dreaded  communication. 
The  7\im&, — the  cavern  of  stone 
closed  by  fast  bolts  of  iron, — ^has 
been  entered  in  the  night,  and  the 
corpse  which  had  just  been  deposit- 
ed, stolen  from  its  supposed  restiug- 
place  !  The  next  step  is  easier  than 
this  !  and  unless  some  measures  are 
speedily  adopted  to  supply  proper 
subjects  for  dissection,  and  of  these 
there  might  be  obtained  a  great  abun- 
dance, no  man  will  bo  safe,  we  do 
Dot  say  in  his  grave,  but  in  his  visits 
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to  the  sick  poor,  or  in  his  own  house, 
if  it  is  far  from  that  of  his  neighbor. 


Cancer  of  the  Uterus  cured  hy 
Injections  of  Hydrocyanic  Add, — 
A  case  of  this  nature  w6s  reported 
by  Dr.  Bruoi  to  the  Medico-Physical 
Society  of  Florence,  at  one  of  its 
sittings  in  March.  The  injections 
were  made  four  times  a  day.  The 
acid  was  prepared  agreeably  to  the 
process  of  Scheele,  and  four  denarii 
were  mixed  with  four  pints  of  barley 
water.  Cicuta  and  aloes  were  admi- 
nistered internally.  During  the  first 
few  days,  the  injections  caused  sharp 
cutting  pains  of  the  severest  kind  ; 
but  the  patient  having  passed  by  the 
▼ulva  fragments  of  a  membranous 
and  fleshy  substance,  Jber  pains  be- 
came from  that  time  less  severe  :  she 
regained  her  strength  and  flesh  to 
such  a  degree,  that  in  six  months 
there  was  not  a  vestige  of  disease  of 
the  uterus.  The  menses  returned  at 
regular  intervals^ — Med.  S^  Phys.  /. 


Remarkable  Case  of  Cataract. — 
A  Swedish  Journal  {Arsberattelse  om 
svenska  lakare  sallskapets  arbatem) 
contains  the  following  fact,  commu- 
nicated by  Dr.  Wendelstrom  : — 


A  robust  peasant,  st.  sixty,  who 
had  always  had  excellent  sight,  and 
who  had  only  sufliered  from  slight 
gouty  attacks,  being  occupied  in  cut-, 
ting  wood  in  a  forest,  suddenly  felt 
that  his  vision  was  obscure.  In  a 
few  hours  he  was  completely  blind, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  be  led  home. 
He  complained  of  no  pain,  nor  were 
there  any  appearances  oif  external 
inflammation.  When  he  w^s  exa- 
mined by  Dr.  W.  a  few  days  after- 
wards, it  was  found  that  both  eyes 
were  afiected  with  cataract.  The 
operation  of  extraction  was  after- 
wards performed. 


Polydipsia  cured  by  Camphor. — 
Dr.  Allert,  of  Bromberg,  relates  an 
instance  of  excessive  thirst  which  oc- 
curred in  a  female.  Notwithstanding 
the  incredible  quantity  of  cold  water 
drank  by  the  patient,  the  thirst  was 
noinn  the  least  abated.  Her  tongue 
was  red,  and  her  feet  began  to  exhi- 
bit appearances  of  cedema.  The 
cause  of  the  afiection  could  not  be 
determined.  Aftei  the  employment 
of  many  inefibctual  remedies,  the 
patient  was  finally  speedily  and  fully 
cured  by  the  exhibition  of  large  doses 
of  camphor.-^-Jatim.  der  Practis- 
then  Hdlkunde. 


WEEKLY   ILBPORT   OF   DEATHS  IM 

BOSTON,  ENDING  NOVEMBER  26. 

Date.  |Sez.|Age.  |               Diteaae. 

Date.  |Sez.|Age.  |              Disease. 

Nov.  20. 

F.  1  9  mo 

mortification 

|F. 

croup 

M.'lSyrs 

bilious  fever 

F. 

74 

old  age 

M.;90 

consumption 

M. 

croup 
scrofula 

F.     2  mo 

stoppage  in  the  bowels 

M. 

21. 

F.'46jm 

lung  fever 

M. 

lung  fever 

F. 

12  mo 

do. 

24.  IM. 

16mo 

do. 

M. 

drowned 

M. 

38  yrs  consimiption 

F. 

6d 

convulsions 

F. 

43 

do. 

F. 

67rk 

M. 

19 

bleeding  at  the  longs 
drowned 

F. 

86 

old  age 

26.r. 

39 

22. 

P. 

6  w 

infantile 

M. 

21 

consumption 

28. 

F. 

29yr» 

typhous  fever 

P. 

40 

do. 

F.146 

M.] 

^18  mo 

inflammation  on  the  lungs 

M.:38 

dropey  on  the  braia          » 

26.  M.i  9  yre 

(cholera  infantom 

F.  24 

Males,  13-Females,  16.    SUilbom,  2. 

'          •                                           1 

Total,  81. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


688 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEMORIA  MEDICA. 

THIS  day  published  by  CARTERS 
HEN  ORE,  corner  of  Washington 
and  School  Streets,  Menioria  Medica, — a 
Medical  Common-place  Book, — with  an 
alphabetical  Index  of  the  most  common 
terms  occurring^  in  practice.  Ciirefully 
seletited  and  arrani^ed  by  a  Fellow  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 

From  Dr.  James  Jackson,  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in 
Harvard  University. 
Gentlemen, — I  have  examined  the  ^'  Me* 
moria  Medica^^  which  you  sent  to  me.  I 
think  the  plan  of  it  very  excellent,  and 
that  it  will  be  found  highly  useful  to  prac- 
titioners and  students  of  medicine.  I 
haye  never  believed  that  a  voluminous 
common-place  book  can  be  very  benefi- 
cial to  any  man,  unless  he  means  to  be- 
come an  author.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
every  one  will  find  an  advantage  in  keep* 
tng  a  common-place  book  in  which  be 
may  notice  the  detached  facts  which 
come  under  his  notice,  and  which  are 
likely  soon  to  be  lost  from  his  me^ry. 
The  book  you  have  prepaied  will  be  fwlnd 
-well  adapted  for  this  purpose  by  medical 
men,  and  will  be  more  likely  to  be  used 
by  those  who  procure  it  than  a  common 
blank  book,  because  all  the  labor  of  ar- 
xangoment  is  saved. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 
James  Jackson. 

From  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Professor  of 
Obstetric^  and  Medical  Jurisprudence 
in  Harvard  University. 
I  have  examined  th«  Medical  Common- 
place Book  which  was  left  with  your  note 
thi^  evening,  and  with  pleasure  offer  you 
tny  thanks  for  the  publication  of  so  useful 
a  volume.  Every  practitioner  of  medicine 
will  agree  with  the  remarks  in  the  preface 
on  the  inconveniences  and  absolute  loss 
of  what  is  very  useful,  which  result  from 
depending  solely  on  the  memory.  Not 
unfrequently  it  happens  that  some  parti- 
cular prescription  is  peculiarly  suited  to 
an  individual*  Some  time  passes,  and  an 
occasion  again  arises  in  which  wc  believe 
that  the  same  medicine  might  be  equally 
beneficial ;  what  it  was,  however,  has 
wholly  escaped  us  ;  and  though  something 
else  may  be  equally  useful,  still  some  re- 
gret may  be  felt,  at  least  by  the  patient, 


that  what  has  been  found  beneficial  can- 
not again  be  at  once  resorted  to.  Some 
object  to  an  artificial  method  of  pfeserv* 
ing,  for  such  and  other  uses,  what  may 
be  safely  trusted  to  the  memory,  if  that 
faculty  be  faithfully  cultivated.  I  am 
willing  to  admit  that  there  is  force  in  this 
objection ;  but  it  is  a  simple  question  of 
fact  only  we  have  to  consider.  If  it  b« 
true  that  there  is  much  lost  to  the  indivi- 
dual, and  certainly  much  more  to  the 
profession,  by  trusting  entirely  to  the  me- 
mory, the  occasional  use  of  the  Common- 
place Book  for  the  preservation  of  what 
is  truly  valuable,  has  all  the  recommen- 
dation it  needs.  For  such  purposes,  viz^ 
for  the  registering  of  cases  the  most  rare« 
and  the  frequent,  if  important,  epidemics, 
prescriptions,  &c.,  your  Memoria  Mtdka 
promises  to  be  very  useful ;  and  for  these 
St  well  deserves  to  be  recommended  U> 
physicians.  Students  attending  hospital 
practice  will  find  it  very  valuable.  Its 
tables  of  names  are  very  full,  and  under 
references  very  easy.  I  cannot  but  hope 
it  will  get  into  general  use. 

Yours,  &c.,  W.CHANviirQ. 

Dec.  6. 

NEW  BOOKS. 

CARTER  &  HEN  DEE  have  just  pub- 
lished and  for  sale — 

A  Manual  of  Materia  Medica,  and 
Pharmacy,  comprising  a  concise  descrip- 
tion of  the  articles  used  in  medicine  ;  their 
physical  and  chemical  properties,  &c.  &c. 
By  H.  M.  Edwards,  M.D.  and  P.  Vasseur, 
M.D.  Translated  from  the  French,  with 
additions,  &c.  by  Joseph  Tongo  and  £• 
Durand. 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiologj, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Chemistry, 
jMateria  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  for  the 
use  of  students.  By  Robert  Hooper,  M.D. 
from  the  last  London  edition,  with  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  additional  qae«- 
tions,  and  an  entire  new  chapter  oo  Poi- 
sons. 

The  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences,  No.  1 1,  for  JNovember,  1829. 

Nov.  24. 

A  TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dm- 
ease,  by C.6.  Hvfelakd,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &c.,.  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  Dy 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  k  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  comer  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  coaununic^tions  must  l>e  addreased,  jpottpoid. — ^Price  tbr^e  dollar»jper  annam,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  foor  doUan  if 
not'paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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SUCCESSFUL  MODS    OF  TREATING  FIS* 
TULA  OF  THE  PAROTID  DUCT. 

A  SALIVARY  fistula  is  neither  a 
very  pleasant  nor  tractable  com- 
plaint,  and  any  mode  of  treatment 
which  shall  prove  more  successful 
than  those  in  common  use,  will 
undoubtedly  be  a  boon  to  surgery 
and  surgeons.  We  have  no  inten- 
tion of  entering  into  prolix  details 
respecting  fistuls  of  the  duct  of 
the  parotid  gland,  or  duct  of  Ste- 
Do,  as  it  is  usually  termed  ;  we 
Would  simply  remark  that  it  is 
rarely  met  with,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  obstinate  of  the  salivary  fis- 
turae.  When  it  opens  within  the 
mouth,  through  the  mucous  mem- 
brane lining  the  cheek,  it  can 
scarcely  be  called  a  disease,  as 
the  fluid  in  that  case  is  discharged, 
though  not  by  Hs  original  route, 
into  its  natural  receptacle.  But 
when  the  opening  is  situated  exter- 
nally, and  the  saliva,  instead  of 
reaching  the  mouth,  dribbles  down 
the  cheek,  a  train  of  inconveniences 
arises,  which  finally  fall  under  the 
cognizance  of  the  surgeon,  and 
which  it  is  his  interest  and  business 
to  remedy,  if  he  can.  The  follow- 
ing case,  which  occurred  in  the 
private  practice  of  M.  Roux,  will 
show  that  eminent  operator's  me- 
thodus  operandi. 

M.  Auguste  Qodin,  a  notary  at 
Neuvy,   was  loading    a   fowling- 

44 


piece,  when  his  powder-flask  ex* 
ploded,  and  one  of  the  fhigments 
produced  a  wound  In  the  right 
cheek.  The  wound  was  both  deep 
and  wide,  and  being  in  the  situation 
of  the  parotid  duct,  great  pains 
were  taken  to  procure  union  by  the 
first  intention.  Much  inflamma* 
tion,  however,  succeeded,  and  the 
above  object  was  but  partially  ac- 
complished ;  suppuration  succeed*, 
ed,  and,  along  with  the  pus,  saliva 
flowed  in  considerable  quantity. 
It  was  now  quite  obvious  that  a 
salivary  fistula  was  established. 
Cauterization  of  the  edges  of  the 
ulcer,  and  afterwards  compression, 
were  employed,  but  they  failed  in 
efiecting  a  cure,  and,  two  months 
after  the  accident,  M.  Qodin  re* 
paired  to  Paris,  and  consulted  M. 
Roux.  The  fistulous  opening  evi* 
dently  communicated  with  the 
duct  of  Steno,  and  not  with  the 
substance  of  the  parotid  gland. 
On  introducing  an  AnePs  probe 
through  the  natural  orifice  of  the 
duct,  on  the  inside  of  the  cheek, 
it  was  stopped,  after  a  course  of 
about  half  an  inch,  by  what  ap- 
peared to  be  an  obliteration  of  the 
canal ;  and  the  same  thing  took 
place  on  attempting  to  pass  the 
probe  from  the  fistulous  opening 
without. 

Finding  that  the  cavity  of  the 
duct  was  obliterated  between  the 
fistula  and  the  orifice  in  the  month, 
M.  Roux  was  convinced  that  net* 
ther  the  caustic,  nor  compressioD, 
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nor  any  other  similar  proceeding 
could  avail,  unless  a  route  into  the 
mouth  were  made  for  the  saliva, 
M.  Rous  accordingly  proceeded 
to  an  operation  for  that  purpose, 
and  first  of  all  exposed  the  bottom 
of  the  fistula,  by  excising  a  poKion 
of  diseased  skin  which  surrounded 
the  external  opening.  The  next 
step  consisted  in  making  two  suc- 
cessive perforations  of  the  cheek, 
from  without  inwards,  by  a  hydro- 
cele trocar,  taking  care  to  avoid 
the  gum.  The  openings  were  made 
on  a  horizontal  line,  and  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  distant  from  each  other; 
the  one  corresponded  directly  with 
the  bottom  of  the  fistula,  exactly 
opposite  the  external .  opening,—- 
the  other  was  nearer  the  parotid 
gland,  and  close  to  the  anterior 
border  of  the  masseter  muscle. 
A  small  seton,  composed  of  silk 
threads,  was  then  passed  through 
both  openings,  and  the  ends  tied 
loosely  in  a  knot,  and  retained  on 
the  outside  of  the  cheek. 

A  good  deal  of  swelling  and  in- 
flammation of  the  cheek  succeed- 
ed, but  were  quickly  subdued  by 
local  applications.  .  A  superficial 
abscess,  however,  formed  close  to 
the  parotid  gland,  and  communi- 
cated with  the  wound  which  had 
been  made  in  the  operation.  It 
was  freely  opened,  and  the  skin, 
or  rather  the  old  cicatrix  over  it, 
was  removed,  so  that  the  two 
wounds  were  laid  into  one.  The 
saliva  continued  for  some  time  to 
flow,  in  part  externally,  and  in 
part  by  the  openings  into  the  mouth. 
Light  dressings  and  gentle  com- 
pression were  employed,  and  the 
seton-threads  were  frequently 
moved  backwards  and  forwards, 
in  order  to  render  the  perforations 
completely  fistulous.  At  one  time 
strong  compression  was  made  on 
the  external  wound,  but  it  brought 


on  a  return  of  inflammation,  which 
extended  to  the  parotid  gland  itself ; 
it  was  therefore  abandoned.  Six 
weeks  after  the  performance  of 
the  operation,  the  saliva  all  at 
once  ceased  to  flow  from  the  wound, 
which  rapidly  cicatrized,  and  soon 
afterwards  the  silk  thread  came 
away  spontaneously.  M.  6.  stop- 
ped some  time  longer  in  Paris,  and 
the  cicatrix  which  ensued  proved 
to  be  smooth,  regular,  and  unac- 
companied with  any  appreciable 
deformity.  On  the  internal  mem- 
brane of  the  cheek  a  transverse 
sulcus,  with  slightly  elevated  mar- 
gins, could  be  felt,  from  which  the 
saliva  flowed  into  the  mouth. 

We  have  thought  it  right  to 
publish  the  heads  of  the  case,  be- 
cause they  display  the  practice  of 
M.  Roux  in  this  troublesome  dis- 
ease. That  it  ultimately  succeed- 
ed there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  but 
that  some  other  method  would  not 
have  done  as  well,  perhaps  there 
may.  We  do  not  clearly  perceive 
the  necessity  for  establishing  two 
perforations  in  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  cheek  ;  indeed,  we  are 
convinced  that  one,  of  sufficiently 
ample  dimensions,  would  be  sim- 
pler and  better.  The  seton  thread 
passed  through  the  two  openings, 
and,  including  a  portion  of  inter- 
vening soft  parts,  must  frequently 
cut  through  that  portion  by  ulcera- 
tion, and  lay  the  openings  into  one 
at  last ;  or,  at  all  events,  if  even 
they  remain  distinct,  the  two  can 
answer  no  useful  purpose,  that 
would  not  be  equally  or  better  an- 
swered by  a  single  one.  This 
however  is  a  trifle,  and  does  not 
afiect  the  principle  of  the  opera- 
tion, viz.,  the  establishment  of  an 
artificial  route  for  the  saliva  into 
the  mouth.  If  this  be  the  indica- 
tion, as  it  certainly  is,  it  must 
matter  little  how  the  minor  steps 
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of  the  operation  that  fulfils  it  are 
conducted.— Jbtir.  Hebdomadaire, 


II. 

VRACTOB*  OF  BONBS    FROM  TRIFLING 
TIOLENCB    IN  CASKS  OF  CANCBR. 

Mr.  Salter,  a  Surgeon  of  Poole, 
Dorset,  has  published  two  cases  of 
fracture  of  the  thigh  that  occurred 
almost  spontaneously  in  patients 
affected  with  cancer  of  the  breast. 
We  shall  only  notice  the  second 
case,  as  in  that,  examination  of 
the  limb,  post-mortem,  was  per- 
mitted. 

Mrs.  Pringle,  in  October,  1823, 
had  the  left  breast  removed  in 
Guy's  Hospital,  by  Sir  Astley 
Cooper,  for  scirrhous  tumor,  but 
in  January,  1824,  the  disease  re- 
turned in  the  cicatrix.  In  the 
succeeding  July,  whilst  raising  the 
right  thigh  in  the  attempt  to  get 
into  a  cart,  the  thigh  bone  broke, 
about  three  ioches  below  the  tro- 
chanter major,  with  an  audible 
snap,  and  on  the  19th  of  October 
the  patient  died.  She  was  56 
years  of  age,  and  had  long  com- 
plained of  slight  rheumatic  paioa 
in  the  affected  limb,  which,  for 
about  five  months  prior  to  the  ac- 
cident, had  been  converted  into 
violent  pain  extending  from  the 
hip  joint  to  the  koee,  and  appear- 
ing deep-seated,  as  if  in  the  bone. 
The  pain  was  worse  at  night,  had 
produced  great  lameness,  and  the 
muscles  of  the  thigh  were  extreme- 
ly shrunk.  The  increase  of  pain 
alluded  to,  she  attributed  to  strik- 
ing her  foot  against  one  of  the  stai  rs. 
A  little  above  the  patella,  in  front 
of  the  limb,  there  had  been  for 
some  time  a  slight  tumefaction, 
tender,  upon  pressure,  and  depend- 
ing, it  would  seem,  on  thickening 
of  the  periosteum.  These  are  the 
important  features. of  the   case, 


and  we  proceed  to  the  appearances 
found  on  dissection. 

The  muscles  of  the  thigh  were 
pale  and  shrunk  ; — a  bloody  fluid 
escaped  from  the  capsular  liga- 
ment of  the  knee  joint ; — two  or 
three  small  clots  of  blood  were 
contained  in  the  articular  cavity  ; 
— and,  on  removing  the  patella, 
an  ulcer,  about  the  size  of  a  fin- 
ger nail,  was  discovered  in  the 
upper  and  external  part  of  its  ar- 
ticulating surface.     The  head  of 
the   femur  had  lost   its    wonted 
smooth   cartilaginous   polish,  but 
was  rough  and  softened  in  its  cen- 
tre, whilst  the  thigh  bone  itself 
was  BO  soft  that   a  knife  could 
easily  be  pushed  through  it,  and 
could  readily  be  bent  in  any  di- 
rection, about  three  inches  from 
either  extremity.     It  was  at  the 
upper  part  of  this  portion  that  the 
fracture  had  taken  place,  though 
the  precise  point  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  determine,  as  there  seem- 
ed to  be  no  entire  separation,  as 
occurs  in  common  fractures.  The 
distortion  of  the  limb  did  not  arise 
from  any  overlapping,  but  result- 
ed  from   a  bending  of  the  bone 
produced   by   the  contraction  of 
the  muscles.     Those   in  immedi- 
ate contact  with  the  trochanters 
and  the  upper  half  of  the  limb 
were  blended  together    into  an 
uniform  mass,  firm  and  semicar- 
tilaginous,  of  pale  red  color,  with 
bony    spicute   thickly    dispersed 
through  it,  and  puriform  matter 
slightly  tinged  with  blood.     Cor- 
responding to  the  swelling  above 
the   patella,   the  tendon  of  the 
crursaus  was  much  thickened  and 
altered  in  structure  ;  pus  issued 
from  beneath  it ;   and  the  perios- 
teum was  also  greatly  thickened, 
and  readily  separated   from  the 
bone.     The  table   of  the  thigh 
bone  at  this  part  was  almost  en- 
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tirelj  absorbed  quite  down  to  the 
coodyles  ;  the  medullary  cavity 
was  filled  with  a  bloody  pulta- 
ceous  substance }  and  indeed  so 
great  was  the  disorganization,  that 
the  author  abandons  the  task  of 
endeavoring  to  describe  it  in 
words,  and  refers  to  two  draw- 
ings made  by  his  pupil,  Mr.  BuU 
lar,  and  engraved  on  stone  for  the 
Toluroe  of  the  Transactions  which 
contains  the  paper. 

Mr.  Salter,  in  the  remarks  he 
has  appended  to  the  case,  seems 
not  to  oe  aware  that  the  connex** 
ion  between  cancer  nnd  this  cu- 
rious condition  of  the  osseous  sys- 
tem has  been  frequently  pointed 
out  by  authors  on  surgery.  He 
observes  that  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper 
is  the  only  author  to  whose  works 
be  has  access,  in  which  this  dis- 
ease  has  been  noticed.  We  can 
assure  Mr.  Salter  that  no  less  a 
person  than  Mr.  Cooper's  cele- 
brated namesake.  Sir  Astley,  has 
particularly  adverted  to  the  fact 
m  his  public  Lectures  on  Surge- 
ry, and  mentions,  if  we  remem- 
ber right,  the  case  of  a  lady  whose 
thigh  booe  broke,  on  merely  at- 
tempting to  turn  in  her  bed.  We 
could  cite  several  other  authors 
to  establish  the  correctness  of  our 
statement,  but  really  we  believe 
that  the  occurrence  of  a  morbid 
state  of  the  bones,  in  many  cases 
of  cancer,  is  too  well  known  to 
require  any  labored  disquisition 
to  prove  it  so.  It  was  but  in  a 
very  recent  number  of  this  Jour- 
nal that  we  translated  a  case  from 
the  French,  in  which  the  bones 
of  a  patient  who  had  died  of  can- 
cer, fractured  in  every  direction, 
as  the  persons  engaged  in  that 
office  were  putting  her  into  the 
coffin.  We  are  not  aware,  how- 
ever, that  many  accurate  dissec- 
tions of  the  diseased  bone,  such 


as  that  givea  to  his  brethren  by 
Mr.  Salter,  are  met  with  in  worb 
of  common  circulation,  and  there- 
fore we  have  been  induced  to 
notice  it  so  fully  here.  Mr.  S. 
deserves  credit  for  his  zeal  in 
laying  before  the  profession  what 
he  conceived  to  be  a  fact  not  ge* 
nerally  known.--'Jlfedtco-CAincr- 
gical  Mtview* 


III. 

CANCSa  OF  THK  VTSBUS. 

Sir, — There  is  no  organic  disease 
attended  with  such  excruciating 
and  appalling  symptoms  as  the 
complaint  on  which  I  am  now 
addressing  you.  When  we  con- 
sider that  it  is  one  of  the  moat 
distressing  maladies  to  which  the 
female  part  of  the  aommunity  is 
liable ;  when  we  reflect  on  the 
agonizing  torture  it  inflicts  on 
these  objects  of  our  tender  care 
and  solicitude ;  when  we  view 
them  bereaved  of  every  hope, 
and  a  prey  to  misery  and  despair; 
and  when  we  contemplate  how 
sedulously  they  are  wont  to  con- 
sole us  in  our  sorrows,  ready  and 
ever  willing  to  pour  the  balm  of 
comfort  into  our  hearts,  and  to 
soothe  the  language  of  affliction 
whenever  we  stand  in  need  of 
their  sympathizing  sorrow,  nnd 
likewise  how  largely  we  are  in- 
debted to  them  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  comfort  and  happroesa 
we  enjoy  ;  it  cannot  but  excite  in 
Qs,  who  study  humanity  as  well 
as  physic,  a  more  than  ordinary 
zeal  to  relieve  them  from  the 
accumulated  ills  which  this  dis- 
ease entails  upon  them.  I  have 
long  observed,  but  not  withont 
painful  emotions  of  commiseration, 
that  this   distressing   complaint, 
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having  hitherto  been  looked  opod 
as  iDcarabie,  hat  not  bad  thai  at- 
lentioQ  devoted  to  it  tvhich  it  de- 
•erves;  the  ineaos  that  have  here* 
tofore  been  adopted  for  it»  relief 
having  been  merely  palliative.  I 
am  fnlljr  convinced  that  in  its 
commencement,  before  consider* 
able  stroctaral  derangement  be 
produced,  much  may  be  done  to 
obviate  it,  and  after  ulceralioa 
has  taken  place,  much  more  re* 
mains  to  be  done  than  has  been 
generally  attempted.  Now  this 
is  one  of  those  diseases  for  which 
the  whole  artillery  of  three 
branches  of  the  profession  is  more 
essentially  necessary  to  be  called 
into  action  than  any  other.  In 
this  case,  the  profession  being 
ceostituted  as  it  is,  possibly  may 
account  why  so  ranch  apathy  ex- 
ists respecting  it,  and  so  little  has 
hitherto  been  done  for  its  removal. 
As  far  as  my  investigations  and 
experience  go,  it  is  very  gratify- 
ing (o  my  feelings  to  say  that  this 
disease  is  much  more  nnder  the 
influence  and  control  of  medical 
assistance,  when  properly  com- 
bined with  surgical  aid,  than  the 
generality  of  the  profession  are 
inclined  to  believe.  The  symp- 
toms in  different  patients  are  so 
variously  modified,  that  no  uni- 
versal plan  can  be  made  applica- 
ble to  all  cases.  In  its  early 
stage,  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
prescribing  the  tincture  of  iodine, 
with  an  appropriate  dose  of  the 
solution  of  the  acetate  of  mor- 
phine, night  and  morning,  just 
sufficient  to  subdue  irritation, 
osing  at  the  same  time  the  warm 
hip-bath  with  a  small  portion  of 
bay  salt  dissolved  in  it ;  and  I  have 
been  pleased  in  observing  that 
this  plan,  in  this  state  of  the  dis- 
ease, has  been  capable  of  effect- 
ing a  complete  removal  of  it.    In 


the  more  advanced  period  of  the 
disorder,  in  addition  to  what  has 
been  previously  proposed,  I  have 
been  compelled  to  adopt  more 
active  means ;  sometimes  I  have 
used  injections  of  extract  of  lead 
and  elder-flower  water,  some- 
times  infusion  of  digitalis  with  the 
•aperacetate  of  lead,  at  other 
times  the  decoction  of  dulcamara 
with  the  muriate  of  ammonia,  and 
where  there  is  much  pain,  infu- 
sions of  opium  with  the  acetate 
of  zinc,  selecting  one  or  the  oth- 
er, and  regulating  the  strength  of 
the  medicine  as  the  case  and 
symptoms  may  seem  to  require. ' 
In  admintstering  these  injections, 
it  must  be  observed  that,  to  be 
adrantageously  used,  they  must 
be  exhibited  differently  from  the 
mode,  usually  pursued.  They 
must  be  applied  more  like  ablu- 
tions than  injections,  not  with  the 
common  syringe,  but  with  an  ap- 
paratus properly  adapted  for  the 
intention  internally.  I  have  or- 
dered different  preparations  of 
iron  with  decided  benefit,  and  I 
have  sometimes  prescribed  the 
liquor  araenicaiis  with  the  tinc- 
ture of  henbane.  I  have  also 
given  the  fucus  helminthocorton 
with  advantage,  and  this  last  me- 
dicine has  been,  by  my  suggestion, 
exhibited  by  my  worthy  friend 
Mr.  Philip  Marshall,  of  Shepton 
Mallet,  to  a  patient  laboring  un- 
der this  distressing  affliction, 
which  effected  a  complete  cure. 
I  can  with  great  truth  assert  that 
this  method,  if  properly  perse- 
vered in,  even  in  its  more  advanc- 
ed stage,  will  make  the  patient 
not  only  comfortable,  but  tend  to 
prevent  the  progress  of  diseased 
action.  In  the  last  and  most 
dreadful  stage  of  all,  when  the 
afflicted  sufferer  is  deprived  of 
almost  every  hope, — when,  by  its 
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progreasire  continuance,  the  ute- 
rus has  become  nuch  increased 
in  size,  and  the  ulcerative  pro- 
cess has  taken  place,  accompa-* 
nied  with  the  most  aggravated 
and  distressing  symptoms, — here, 
even  here,  much  more  may  be 
done  effectually  to  relieve  the 
complaint,    than    has    generally 
been  contemplated.    In  this  un- 
toward situation,   I    recommend 
suppositories  of  morphine  and  ci- 
cuta,  to  be  applied  up  the  vagina 
to  the  uterus,  and  likewise  sup- 
positories of  belladonna;  but  those 
with  the  belladonna  must  be  very 
cautiously  exhibited  by  the  vagina 
to  the  ulcerated  surface  ;  they 
may,  however,  be  safely  applied 
by  the  anus  :  and  here  I  must  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention  to  an 
application  from   which   I    have 
found   more  essential  benefit, — 
which   is   the   oil   of  tin.      Lint 
moistened  in  it,  and  applied  by 
the  vagina  to  the  diseased  part, 
I  have  found  a  very  sedative  and 
soothing  application,  and  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  it  has  a  specific 
power  in  this  disease  :  by  its  ap- 
plication alone,  I  have  cured  an 
ulcerated  cancer  of  the  breast : 
by  its  employment,  the  pain  gra- 
dually ceased,  the  diseased  part 
became  more  and  more  exposed, 
and  at  last  completely  sloughed 
away  ;  healthy  granulations  suc- 
ceeded,  and  the   wound  healed 
without   any   difficulty.      If  this 
medicine  should  not  answer  the 
end  proposed,  the  ablutions,  with 
the  injunctions  previously  recom- 
mended,  should    be   used,   witli 
such  quantity  of  the  solution  of 
the  acetate  of  morphine,  as  is 
sufficient  to  alleviate  the  urgency 
of  the  pain:  if  the  discharge  should 
be  profuse,  instead  of  these  injec- 
tions, I  use  the  decoction  of  oak 
bark  and  tincture  of  myrrh ;  and 


if  it  should  be  offensive,  a  solotioo 
of  the  chlorate  of  soda  in  a  strosg 
emulsion  of  bitter  almonds,  with 
tbe  morphine  ;  giving  ioteroally 
the  infusion  of  the  focus  belmin* 
thocorton,  and  keeping  op  the 
strength  of  the  patient  by  bsrk 
and  other  appropriate  medicioes, 
attending  at  the  same  time,  in  the 
several  stages  of  the  disease,  to 
the  state  of  the  stomach  and  cby- 
lopoietic  viscera. 

I  have  thus  described  sone  of 
the  general  remedies  which  I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  exhibit- 
ing with  advantage  in  this  disease. 
I  shall  -make  no  apology  for  the 
length  of  this  communication,  the 
nature  of  its  object  being  such  as 
entitles  it  to  our  best  considera- 
tion. Callous  and  insensible  must 
we  be  to  the  finer  feelings  af  ho- 
manity,  if  we  were  not  more  than 
ardently  solicitous  in  arresting  tbe 
progress  of  the  insidious  ravages 
of  this  malignant  complaint,  aod 
in  exerting  our  utmost  efforts  la 
averting  the  arrows  of  death  from 
the  seat  of  life. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant, 
John  Tcsor. 
Gazette  of  HeaUk. 


IV. 


DIABETES. 


Dr.  Chalmers,  an  eminent  phy- 
sician of  Hull,  has  published  ao 
interesting  case  of  diabetes,  w 
which  the  hydrosulphuret  of  am- 
monia (lately  noticed  by  us  as  a 
remedy  for  the  disease)  was  soc- 
cessfully  administered  under  bis 
direction  at  the  General  In6rmar7 
of  Kingston-upon-HulI.  The  pa- 
tient (a  male)  about  thirty-»tf 
years  of  age,  had  been  for  some 
time  a  laborer  in  a  fenoy  ptrt  ot 
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Lincolnshire*  At  the  time  of  be^^ 
log  admitted  into  the  institution, 
he  passed  saccharine  urine  to  the 
extent  o(  twenty^eight  pints  dailj, 
and  was  affected  with  the  cha- 
racteristic sjmptoros  of  the  ma* 
lady,  as  excessive  thirst,  dry  and 
rough  skin,  wasting  of  the  body, 
voracious  appetite,  constipation, 
&c.  The  Doctor  ordered  a  warm 
bath,  cupping  over  the  loins,  fif* 
teen  grains  of  Dover's  powder 
with  two  of  calomel,  to  be  taken 
at  bed  time,  and  a  drachm  of 
compound  jalap  powder  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  with  the  common 
diet  of  the  hospital.  This  treat- 
ment haviog  failed  to  produce  any 
beneficial  effect,  the  Doctor  di- 
rected a  quarter  of  a  grain  of 
emetic  tartar,  dissolved  in  an 
ounce  of  water,  to  be  taken  every 
second  hour,  a  grain  of  opium  at 
bed  time,  a  pint  of  lime  water 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  milk 
daily,  and  the  loins  jto  be  rubbed 
twice  a  day  with  the  ointment  of 
tartarized  antimony.  The  symp- 
toms continuing  unabated  after 
this  treatment  had  been  adopted 
four  days,  the  Doctor  prescribed 
the  following  mixture  : — 

Take  of  Hydrosulphuret  of  Ammo- 
nia, 30  drops ; 
Puro  Water,  6  oz.    Mix. 

A  sixth  part  to  be  taken  three 
times  a  day.  To  have  animal 
food  twice  a  day. 

After  continuing  the  mixture 
two  days,  the  quantity  of  urine 
was  reduced  to  twenty  pints  in 
the  course  of  twenty-four  hours. 
To  keep  up  a  regular  state  of  the 
bowels,  the  Doctor  ordered  a 
pill,  compounded  of  calomel,  two 
grains  ;  bitter  apple,  four  grains  ; 
and  croton  oil,  one  drop  : — to  be 
taken  occasionally.  After  per- 
sisting in  the  use  of  these  reme* 


dies  a  fortnight,  the  quantity  of 
the  hydrosulphuret  of  ammonia  in 
the  mixture  was  increased  to 
twenty  drops.  The  warm  bath 
was  sometimes  employed.  Dur- 
ing this  treatment,  the  quantity 
of  the  urine  and  the  other  symp- 
toms gradually  abated  ;  and  in  the 
course  of  six  weeks,  when  he 
tvas  much  more  active  in  bis  ha- 
bits, the  healthy  function  of  the 
skin  was  restored,  the  appetite 
and  thirst  nearly  natural,  and  the 
quantity  of  urine,  which  was  less, 
reduced  to  seven  pints  daily,  and 
less  saccharine.  At  this  time, 
when  there  was  every  reasonable 
hope  of  a  favorable  termination  of 
the  case,  he  was  dismissed  the 
hospital  for   irregularity. — lb. 


ULCERATED  CANCER,  CURED. 
By  Geo.  Fublsivg,  M.D. 

Mrs.  C ,  set.  81,  June  1st, 

1829. — She  informs  me  that,  for 
upwards  of  fifteen  years,  she  has 
had  a  complaint  in  the  right  mam- 
ma. Without  any  known  cause, 
she  first  discovered  a  small  tumor 
within  the  breast,  near  the  nipple; 
it  very  slowly  and  gradually  en- 
larged, retracted  the  nipple,  and 
puckered  the  integuments  ;  she 
had  not  constant,  but  occasional 
severe  darting  pains  ;  these  most 
commonly  came  on  in  the  night, 
when  they  awoke  her  from  sleep. 
She  has  been  several  times  ill 
during  this  period,  and  has  had 
medical  advice,  but  did  not  men- 
tion the  complaint  in  her  breast. 
About  five  weeks  ago  she  slipped 
and  fell,  in  the  house  ;  hurtrher 
right  hip,  and  '^  shook''  herself  a 
good  deal.  Soon  afterwards,  the 
breast  began  to  give  more  pain, 
and  distressed  her  so   much  that 
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ike  was  induced  to  show  it  to  the 
atteoding  physician  and  surgeon, 
who  have  prescribed  up  to  the 
present  period.  For  some  time 
previous  to  the  accident,  cracks 
and  small  openings  formed  in  the 
integuments,  which  discharged  a 
thin  bloody  fluid.  There  is  now 
an  ulceration  extending  from  the 
enter  edge  of  the  pectoral  muscle 
within  the  axilla,  towards  the 
inner  ec^e,— say  about  four  inch- 
es  in  length,  and  from  an  inch  to 
two  inches  in  breadth.  The 
broadest  part  is  about  the  situa- 
lion  of  the  nipple,  of  which  there 
is  not  a  vestige  remaining.  The 
nicer  here  is  a  very  deep  exca- 
vation,  as  if  the  whole  middle 
part  of  the  gland  had  sloughed 
away.  The  edges  of  this  exten- 
sive ulcer  are  ragged  and  irregu- 
lar, in  some  places  hanging  over, 
and  in  others  everted  ;  a  lurid 
blush  of  different  breadths  sur- 
rounds the  whole  of  the  edges, 
but  I  discover  no  disease  in  the 
neighboring  lymphatics.  The 
general  aspect  of  the  ulcer  is  of 
a  foul  aah  color,  except  at  the 
outer  edge  of  the  pectoral  muscle, 
where  there  are  a  few  red  points. 
From  the  state  of  the  cloths  re- 
moved, the  discharge  from  it, 
which  is  thin  and  pale,  must  be 
very  considerable,  and  has  the 
peculiar  foetid  odor  of  this  kind  of 
nicer.  The  odor  is  distinguisha- 
ble on  the  atair-case,  long  before 
entering  the  room,  notwithstand- 
ing great  pains  have  evidently 
been  taken  to  obviate  it.  Coun- 
tenance pale  and  bombycynous  ; 
tongue  clean;  pulse  very  little 
above  the  natural  standard.  Com- 
plains of  restless,  feverish  nights. 
Bowels  are  kept  regular.  The 
old  lady  says  the  dreadful  smell 
peprives  her  very  much  of  appe- 
tite, as  everything  she  takes  is 


offensive  to  her.  Her  frieadi 
were  told  that  the  case  wasoesh 
ly  hopeless  ;  that  all  that  coold 
be  promised  was  to  soothe  her, 
and  counteract  the  horrible  fcetor, 
which  was  as  distressing  to  her 
attendants  a»  to  herself.  I  di« 
rected  the  carpet  to  be  removed, 
a  mild  diet,  some  common  febri- 
fuge, and  the  following  : — 

•  R,  Coninie,  gr.  vi, 

£it.  Conii.  gr.  xiiv.    M.  div. 
in   pilul.  xij.  s.  pil.  ij.  cm. 
nocte^ 
R.  Solut.  Chlor.  Calcis  S  ij* 

Aqose  Fontans  Svi.  ft.  Lotis. 
Lint  dipped  in  the  lotion  to  be 
applied  over  the  ulcerated  9a^ 
face,  and  to  be  kept  constsotly 
moist. 

8th.— Ulcer  looks  nucb  the 
same,  except  at  the  lower  side, 
where  the  lurid  edge  has  extesd- 
ed  every  way.  This  portion  of 
gland  and  integument  is  coodems- 
ed.  Mas  rested  better,  and  is 
delighted  that  the  offensive  smell 
it  removed  by  the  use  of  the 
chlorine. 

14tb.— The  remedies  have 
been  continued  regularly.  The 
ulcer  generally  looks  cleaoer; 
the  edges  are  not  so  ragged,  but 
the  lower  part  is  in  a  state  of 
sphacelus,  and  will  drop  off. 
Complains  of  restless  nights,  but 
is  not  feverish.  A  moderate  opt* 
ate  substituted  for  the  cooiam  at 
night. 

2lid.— Ulcer  looks  much  clean- 
er everywhere,  except  at  the 
lower  side  ;  red,  healthy  grannla- 
tions  in  various  places,  particalar- 
ly  in  the  axilla,  where  there  is  t 
patch  of  healthy*looking  surface. 
Sleeps  pretty  well,  and  takes  suf- 
ficient food. 

July  3d.— Up  to  this  time  the 

•  How  b  this  prepand  ?->£.&. 
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appearance  of  the  ulcer  lias  gone 
OD  gradually  leiproviDg.  A  small 
cicatrix  has  formed  in  the  axilla, 
and  at  the  eige  ot  the  pectoral 
niQscle  ;  the  upper  edge  is  much 
flattened,  and  the  lurid  redness 
has  nearly  disappeared  at  that 
part ;  throughout,  good  granuia- 
tions  are  arising,  except  at  the 
lower  side,  where  the  gland  aod 
integument,  nearly  an  inch  in 
depth,  and  of  considerable  extent, 
are  gangrenous  ;  but  there  is  a 
line  of  separation  formed,  which 
looks  pretty  healthy.  Eats  and 
Bleeps  well.  Opiate  continued  at 
night,  and  the  following  ordered 
to  be  taken  in  the  day  : — 

R.  Tinct.  Coninse  3iss.* 

Aquae  Meotbie   3?i.  s.  6  part 
ler  diow 

6th. — The  mortified  portion  on 
the  lower  side  has  principally 
dropped  off,  leaving  a  deep  and 
foal  excavation,  but  the  corres- 
ponding edge  of  the  integument 
looks  healthy.  Cicatrization  go- 
ing on  from  the  outer  edge  all 
round  the  upper  and  inner  sides 
of  the  ulcer.  Sleeps  well ;  ge- 
neral health  and  appearance  im- 
proving. 

14th.— The  whole  of  the  black- 
ened parts  are  removed,  and 
healthy  granulations  are  now  fast 
filling  up  the  cavity,  the  lower 
edge  aoproximating  them  being 
much  flattened.  In  every  other 
part  of  the  ulcer,  cicatrization  is 
proceeding  rapidly. 

Aug.  4th. — In  a  few  days  after 
the  last  report,  the  inferior  edge 
of  the  ulcer,  and  the  granulations 
from  its  base,  approximated,  and 
cicatrization  went  on  rapidly  all 
around.  There  is  now  only  an 
ulcer,  about  the  size  of  a  half- 

*  The  tincture  we  use  coDtftins  four 
granif  to  one  drochoi  of  spirit. 


crown,  in  the  middle.  The  ge^ 
neral  health  and  appearance  are 
much  improved  ;  walks  from  room 
te  room,  and  is  free,  from  com«^ 
plaint,  except  a  little  dyspnoaa, 
which  jhe  say^  has  come  on  the 
last  two  or  three  nights,  upon 
lying  down.  It  was  my  intention 
to  establish  an  issue,  provided  the 
ulcer  went  on  healing,  before 
complete  cicatrization  took  place ^ 
and,  upon  inquiry,  I  learnt  thai 
she  had  an  issue  made  about  ^'a 
certain  age,"  which  ,she  healiad 
up  many  years  ago.  For  the  re«^ 
lief  of  the  dyspeosa,  a  blister  was. 
put  upon  the  left  side  of  the  chest,, 
and  an  issue  placed  in  the  right 
arm.  Omit  the  opiate,  and  con- 
tinue the  Conine. 

13th. — By  these  means  the 
dyspnoea  was  removed  m  two  oc 
three  days.  The  ulcer  is  nmr 
entirely  healed,  and  the  cicatrix, 
has  a  healthy,  natural  appear-^ 
ance,  free  from  crust  or  deposit 
tion.  The  old  lady  seeuM  in  good 
health  for  her  years, — ^having  en- 
tered her  eighty-second  year 
about  a  month  ago.  Throughout 
the  whole  of  the  process  of  slough- 
ing, the  lotion  prevented  all  fm- 
tor,  and,  as  it  gave  not  the  slight* 
est  pain,  was  continued  until  th# 
whole  was  cicatrized.  • 

Several  times  during  the  cure, 
a  slight  erythema  appeared  upon 
the  surrounding  souna  skin,  which 
was  always  speedily  checked  by 
the  application  of  warm  brandy. — 
London  Medical  GaztUe^ 


VI. 

STBANOURT. 


Dr.  John  Davt,  of  Zante, 
recommends  a  small  catheter 
to  be  introduced  into  the  blad- 
der in  cases  of  strangury  from 
blister  plaster,  or  from  canthari* 
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des  taken  interoally.  '^This 
treatmeot,"  says  he,  '^  I  have 
found  almost  coDstaDtly  to  suc- 
ceed, Dot  wkh  the  view  of  draw- 
ing off  the  urine,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  duteiidiag  the   urethra, 


particularly  the  prostatic  por- 
tion." The  tincture  of  belladoo- 
na  rubbed  over  the  perineum 
with  warm  fomentations,  speedily 
terminates  the  most  violent  al* 
tacks  of  this  malady. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE* 


MCSMSRISBf. 

Da,  CuKNBvrx  has  publbhed|  in  the 
London  Med.  and  Pbys.  Journal  for 
Octoberi  his  fifth  and  last  article  on 
Mesmerism.  It  contains  an  account 
of  trials  of  this  agent  on  eleven  per- 
sons, all  of  them  females,  and  affect- 
ed with  various  diseases.  These 
cases  are  peculiarly  interesting,  from 
the  minutes  of  the  phenomena  having 
been  taken  by  Dr.  EUiotson,  who 
was  an  eyewitness,  and  who  appears 
to  have  drawn  up  his  statement  with 
great  care  and  accuracy.  On  ten  of 
the  number,  no  effect  was  produced 
except  that  of  sleep,  which  took  place 
in  two  or  three  at  variable  periods, 
and  may  be  accounted  for,  from  the 
circumstances  present,  without  diffi- 
culty. The  last  case  is  more  re- 
markable ;  and  as, — considering  the 
reputation  of  the  narrator,  and  his 
freedom  from  prejudice, — it  contains 
the  strongest  testimony  to  the  effica- 
cy of  Mesmerism  which  Dr.  C.  has 
published,  we  shall  present  it  to  our 
readers  without  abridgment. 

^^  A  fourth  patient  was  now  seated 
in  the  chair.  She  exhibited  no  ap- 
prehension of  any  kind^  but  was 
talking  very  cheerfully  to  me.  Mr. 
C,  without  saying  one  word  to  her, 
began  his  manipulations,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  half  a  foot,  but  did  not  touch 
her.    In  about  one  minute  she  said, 


^ 


in  a  plaintive  voice, '  Sir,  don't  do 
that ;'  and  seemed  in  great  distress. 
She  afterwards  told  us  that  Mr.  C. 
drew  weakness  into  her,  and  made 
her  feel  faint.  She  complained  of 
pain  in  her  abdomen.  Mr.  C.  moved 
his  hands  transversely  before  it,  and 
she  said  the  pain  was  gone.  (She 
had  felt  a  slight  pain  there  before  we 
saw  her.)  She  then  complained  of 
great  uneasiness  in  her  chest ;  and 
after  some  transverse  movements 
made  by  Mr.  C.  with  the  intention 
of  removing  it,  she  declared  it  was 
gone.  The  pain  in  the  abdomen 
returned  and  ceased,  as  before,  by 
the  manipulations  of  Mr.  C. — Mr. 
C.  then  darted  his  open  hand  towards 
one  arm,  without  touching  it,  and 
told  her  to  raise  both  arms.  She 
scarcely  could  move  that  which  be 
had  thus  mesmerized.  He  then 
made  some  transverse  passes  before 
it :  she  at  once  moved  it,  and  de- 
clared the  stiffness  and  uneasiness  to 
be  gone.  The  same  was  repeated 
with  the  other  arm,  and  with  the 
same  effect.  He  told  her  to  lift  her 
feet :  she  did  so  with  perfect  ease. 
He  then  darted  bis  hand  toward  one 
leg,  and  she  stared  with  astonishment 
at  finding  that  she  could  not  stir  it 
without  the  greatest  difficulty.  He 
then  made  some  transverse  passes, 
when  she  instantly  raised  it,  and  said 
there  was  neither  pain  nor  stiffness 
in  it.  He  then  closed  her  eyes,  and 
put  a  very  small  piece  of  paper, 
weighing  perhaps  one  grain,  on  her 
foot,  in  such  manner  that  it  was  ut* 
terly  impossible  she  could  perceive 
it :  she  could  scarcely  move  that  foot. 
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The  paper  was  removed  in  the  same 
manoer,  and  without  her  knowing  it  : 
she  could  instantly  raise  her  foot. 
She  now  complained  of  pain  about 
the  heart :  Mr.  C.  demesmerized  her, 
and  she  said  it  was  gone.  In  all 
these  eiperiments,  Mr.  C.  had  most 
dearly  announced  to  me,  in  French) 
what  hjs  intentions  were ;  and  the 
effects  coincided  so  accurately  with 
those  intentionsi  that  I  confess  I  was 
astonuhed.  Deception  was  impos- 
sible. Mr.  C.  looked  round  at  me, 
and  asked,  in  French,  if  I  was  satis- 
fied. I  really  felt  ashamed  to  say 
DO,  and  yet  I  could  scarcely  credit 
^my  senses  enough  to  say  yes.  I  re^ 
mained  silent.  He  then  asked  me, 
still  in  a  language  unintelligible  to 
the  patient,  ^  Shall  I  bring  back  a 
pain  or  disable  a  limb  for  you  once 
more  ?'  I  of  course  requested  that  he 
would  do  so.  He  complied  instant- 
ly, giving  her  a  pain  in  the  chest 
once,  and  disabling  her  several  times 
from  moving  her  limbs,  and  remov- 
ing those  effects  at  pleasure,  accord- 
ing to  the  iutentions  which  he  an- 
nounced to  me ;  the  whole  taking 
place  exactly  as  it  had  done  in  every 
former  trial  on  this  woman.  As, 
however,  she  began  to  feel  faint  and 
uncomfortable,  Mr.  C.  judged  it  pru- 
dent to  desist ;  assuring  me  that  such 
experiments  as  these  shoold  never 
be  repeated  but  with  moderation, 
and  only  by  experienced  mesmeriz- 
ers. 

^<  On  questioning  the  woman,  a 
few  days  after  Mr.  C.  had  produced 
such  decided  effects  upon  her,  res- 
pecting what  had  occurred,  she  de- 
clared that  he  had  disabled  first  one 
limb,  then  another,  and  restored 
their  use,  exactly  as  appeared  to  be 
the  case;  that  she  had  never  felt 
anything  like  it  in  her  life  before; 
that,  though  she  had  not  slept  during 
the  operation,  she  had  felt  very 
drowsy  ;  that  she  had  not  been  at 
all  afraid  ;  but,  said  she, '  I  hope  ne- 
ver to  see  that  doctor  again,  as  I  am 
sure  he  has  something  to  do  with  the 
devil.* '' 


Of  the  accuracy  of  this  narrative 
we  presume  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion ;  and  it  can  only  be  explained 
by  supposing  that  Dr.  C.  has  acquir* 
ed,  from  the  habit  of  exercising  his 
art,  and  from  the  confidence  which 
be  himself  feels,  an  extraordinary 
power  of  affecting  the  imagination  of 
nervous  patients.  That  this  power 
can  be  m^de  available  to  any  useful 
purpose,  although  possible,  it  is  by  no 
means  easy  to  perceive ;  ia  its  appli- 
cation to  disease  it  seems  to  have 
produced  aggravation  rather  than  re« 
lief,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
that,  under  any  circumstances,  its 
physical  operation  can  be  permaneat 
or  important. 


MEDICAL  STATISTICS.. 

In  a  late  work  by  Dr.  J.  Bisset  Haw* 
kins,  are  some  curious  facts  and  spe- 
culations connected  with  this  subject. 
The  first  chapter  of  the  work  con- 
tains a  comparison  of  the  mortality 
of  ancient  and  modern  times,  the  re- 
sult of  which  is  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  latter.  The  data  on  which  the 
calculation  is  founded,  it  is  confessed, 
are  not  very  numerous ;  but  a  table 
is  given  of  the  expectation  of  life  at 
Rome  in  the  third  century  of  the 
Christian  era,  which  possesses  consi- 
derable interest.  From  birth  to  20, 
there  was  a  probability  of  30  years ; 
from  20  to  25, 28  years ;  from  25  to 
30,  25  years ;  from  30  to  35,  22 
years ;  from  35  to  40, 20  years ;  from 
40  to  45,  18  years ;  from  45  to  50, 
13  years;  from  50  to  ^5,  9  years; 
from  55  to  60, 7  years.  On  the  oth- 
er hand,  the  modern  tables  of  Mr. 
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Fialayson  givd  40  years  as  the  pro- 
liable  duration  of  life  at  the  age  of 
20 ;  29  years  at  40 ;  22  years  at  50 ; 
and  15  years  at  60,  Admittiog, 
therefore,  that  the  mode  of  estimat- 
ing probability  was  the  same  in  both 
calculations,  it  would  appear  that  the 
advantage  io  point  of  longevity  is 
decidedly  on  the  side  of  the  moderns* 
Much  of  this  advantage  is  attributed 
iby  Dr.  H,  to  the  improvements  which 
ibave  takea  place  in  medical  practice. 
Hippocrates  gives  aa  account  of  thir- 
ty-seven cases  of  continued  fever 
without  local  affection,  treated  only 
hy  glysters  and  suppositories;  and 
of  these,  twenty-one  died.  Yet 
there  is  no  disease  in  which  we  are 
accustomed  to  rely  more  on  the  ef- 
fort of  nature  to  effect  a  cure,  than 
in  fever ;  and  hence  the  conclusion 
u 'irresistible,  that  medical  practice, 
however  undervalued  or  decried  by 
the  ignorant  aad  prejudiced,  exerts 
a  most  iokportaat  ageocy  io  the  dimi- 
nutioii  of  disease  and  death. 

We  are  by  no  means  disposed  to 
deny  the  force  of  the  reasoning  above 
stated,  or  the  accuracy  of  the  con- 
clusion obtained,  although  we  cannot 
believe  that  the  continued  fevers  of 
the  present  day  would,  if  left  to 
themselves,  be  attended  with  a  fatai 
result  in  a  majority  of  the  cases.  It 
seems  singular,  however,  that  even 
physicians  should  so- often  onderrate 
the  efficacy  of  their  own  practice, 
and  shut  their  ejes  to  the  importance 
of  their  own  art.  Bufeland,  whose 
philosophical  views  on  the  natore 
and  treatment  of  many  diseases  are 
so  well  known,  maintains  on  this  to- 
pic the  following  remarkable  lan- 
guage : — 


''After  thirty  years*  practice,  I 
am  now  fully  convinced,  that  of  all 
the  patients  whom  I  treat,  two-thirds 
would  recover  without  my  assistance 
or  that  of  osedicine,  and  even  ooder 
the  most  opposite  modes  of  treal- 
meot.  The  remaining  third  I  divide 
again  into  three  pans,  of  which  two* 
thirds  would  remain  alive  witboirt 
my  care.  Art  only  enables  tliem  to 
pass  through  the  disease  more  easily 
and  quickly,  and  without  leaving  ae- 
quelse  behind.  The  last  third,  tbar^ 
fore,  or  one-nioth  of  the  whole  only, 
might,  whrboot  my  active  aid,  become 
the  prey  of  death  ;  and  here  if  is  cer^ 
taioly  not  indifferent  haw  the  patient 
n  treated  ;  for  that  mode  of  cure  o»* 
W  which  is  adapted  to  the  disease 
and  the  patient  can  preserve  him ; 
consequently,  the  stmaius  fint  may 
mean  no  more  than  that  h«  did  net 
die,  or  perhaps  that  he  fortunately 
escaped  the  osode  of  core.'' 


It  is  too  true,  that  even  the 
attentive  and  successful  practkioner 
must  meet  with  frequent  disappoint- 
ments in  regard  to  the  effect  of  re- 
medies, and  will  often  find  himself 
to  have  been  deceived  both  in  his 
diagnosis  of  his  cases,  and  his  antici- 
pation of  their  favorable  or  unfortu- 
nate termination.  These  occurrences 
are  but  the  indications  of  that  uncer- 
tainty of  the  art  which  is  conceded 
on  all  hands ;  but  to  deny  that  the 
art  itself,  in  its  present  state,  is  a 
blessing  to  the  human  race,  is  to 
disregard  the  authority  of  reason, 
and  the  testimony  of  daily  experience. 


EFFECTS  OF  THE  GASTRIC  JUICB. 

From  some  experiments  which  have 
lately  been  instituted  on  animals,  it 
would  seem  that  this  substance  does 
not  possess  the  power,  usually  as- 
cribed to  it,  of  eroding  the  coats  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTON  VEBtCAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOUBNAL. 


701 


the  stamaefa  during  ioaDhioB.    The  to  that  where  death  occurs  from  this 

secretion  of  this  flaid  is  in  fact  rather  cause^  it  b  not  immediately  attribot- 

diminished   than  augmented  during  able  to  any  local  effect^  but  must  be 

hunger.    This  state  does  not  pro«  referred  to   the  general  prostration 

doce  inflammation  of  the  stomach ;  of  the  vital  forces. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  15,  1829. 


CUTANKOUS  DISEASES* 

A  NEW  and  much  improved  edition 
of  Bateman's  Synopsis,  and  an  Atlas 
of  his  delineations  of  cutaneous  dis* 
eases,  has  been  lately  published  in 
England.  The  Editor,  Dr.  Thorop- 
son,  has  enriched  the  work  with  nu- 
merous references,  and  in  the  mar- 
gins of  the  plates  he  has  indicated 
the  different  stages  of  each  disease 
represented.  This  last  is  a  very 
great  improvement  on  the  original 
plan ;  for  these  diseases  change  so 
much  in  their  progress,  that  what  at 
one  time  would  be  a  most  accurate 
picture  of  a  disease,  might,  at  a  more 
advanced  period  of  its  course,  pos- 
sess DO  point  of  resemblance. 

In  the  Atlas,  no  larger  surface  is 
given  than  is  necessary  to  show  the 
appearance  of  the  eruption,  and  by 
this  economy,  the  delineations  are 
afforded  at  about  a  tenth  part  the 
cost  of  Bateman's  original  plates. 


ment.  Several  cows  in  Hyde  Park, 
London,, were  recently  affected  with 
an  eruptive  disease  on  the  udder^ 
and  strong  hopes  were  entertained 
that  it  was  the  cowpoz.  Two  at« 
tempts  were  made  to  induce  that 
disease  in  the  human  system,  by  this 
matter,  but  they  proved  wholly  fruit- 
less. Although  it  is  by  no  meana 
certain  that  the  vaccine  virus  has 
deteriorated,  yet  such  a  thing  is  far 
from  impossible,  and  it  becomes^ 
therefore,  very  desirable  to  get  a 
new  supply  from  the  cow.  Those 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  noticing  these 
animals,  should  be  reminded  by  the 
faculty  to  watch  the  part  on  which 
the  disease  originally  appeared,  and 
give  early  notice  of  any  eruptive 
malady.  There  certainly  can  bo  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  exist  now 
and  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  any 
former  year,  or  any  other  country. 


VACCINIA  MN  THS  OOW. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  disease 
so  rarely  affects  the  animal  which 
first  furnished  it  for  the  human  sub- 
ject. Attempts  have  often  been 
made,  of  late  years,  to  procure  from 
the  cow  some  fresh  virus,  and  every 
pimple  which  is  discovered  on  the 
udder  is  made  the  subject  of  experi- 


Ulustratians  of  the  Peculiar  Ope- 
ration of  Medicines  on  different 
Classes  of  ilntmo/s.— Medicines 
have  very  dissimilar  effects  on  dif* 
ferent  animals.  For  the  expulsion 
of  worms,  or  to  assist  the  action  of 
purgatives,  two  drachms  of  calomel 
are  often  given  to  the  horse ;  two 
grains  would  puke  the  strongest  dog. 
The  reason  why  persons  are  enabled 
to  give  the  excessive  and  preposte- 
rous doses  of  fifteen  or  twenty  grains 
is,  that  the  stomach  very  soon  rejects 
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the  whole  or  the  greater  part ;  or  if 
a  fevr  grains  be  retained  amidst  the 
rugae  of  the  stomach,  they  produce 
iDflammation  of  the  bo  wels,  discharge 
of  blood,  and  tenesmus.  Four  ounces 
of  spirit  of  turpentine  may  be  given 
to  the  horse,  not  only  with  impunity, 
Jiut  with  advantage,  io  spasmodic 
colic.  One  drachm  cannot  be  ad- 
ministered to  the  dog  but  with  almost 
certain  destruction.  From  four  to 
eight  drachms  of  aloes  are  required 
to  purge  a  horse  :  the  smallest  dog 
requires  nearly  a  drachm  ;  while  six 
or  eight  grains  will  purge  the  largest 
hog.  Castor  oil  is  with  dogs  as 
bland  and  safe  a  purgative  as  in  the 
human  subject ;  with  opium  and  some 
aromatic,  it  is  a  specific  for  spasmo- 
<dic  colic  in  the  dog.  In  the  horse, 
it  is  uncertain,  irritating,  and  unsafe. 
Two  grains  of  the  antimonium  tar- 
tarizatum  will  vomit  the  largest,  and 
destroy  a  small  and  delicate  dog. 
From  two  to  four  drachms  are,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinions  of  some  sur- 
geons, given  to  the  horse  as  a  ver- 
mifuge or  as  a  nauseaut,  or  a  diapho- 
retic ;  and  a  greater  quantity  has 
been  administered  without  unplea- 
sant consequences.  A  drachm  of 
the  superacetate  of  lead  would  de- 
stroy a  dog  ;  an  ounce  has  destroyed 
the> horse;  a  pig  will  drink  almost 
enough  10  float  him,  with  impunity. — 
Provincial  Med,  Gazette. 


Anatomy  of  the  Skin. — Dr.  We- 
ber, of  Leipzig,  asserts  that  the  se- 
baceous follicles  of  the  skin  are  or- 
gans distinct  from  the  bulbs  of  the 
hair,  and  that  they  exist  over  the 
whole  surface,  excepting  the  palms 
of  the  hands  and  soles  of  the  feet. 
The  bulbs  of  the  large  hair  are  situ- 
ated very  deeply  in  the  derm,  and 
sometimes  penetrate  even  into  the 
subcutaneous  adipose  tissue;  the 
sebaceous  follicles,  on  the  contrary, 
are  nearer  to  the  cutaneous  surface, 
and  are  never  found  extending  to  the 
adipose  structure.  Their  size,  also, 
says  he,  is  too  large  to  permit  them 
to  be  codftfunded  with  the  bulbs  of 


the  hair,  which  are  much  smaHer. 
In  new-born  children,  sebaceoas  fol- 
licles may  be  discovered  on  all  parts 
of  the  skin,  with  the  two  exceptions 
already  named.  The  skin  of  the 
scrotum  shows  them  very  much  de- 
veloped :  each  of  these  follicles  is 
composed  of  four  or  five  compart- 
ments, or  cells,  agglomerated  toge- 
ther ;  their  transverse  diameter  ex- 
ceeds their  depth.  The  greatest 
diameter  observed  by  the  author  was 
a  quarter  of  a  line. — N.  A»  Med. 
and  Surg^  Journal. 

Diagnosii  of  Dislocation  from 
Fracture  of  the  Neck  of  the  Hume' 
rtfs.-— The  first  part  of  the  sixth  vo- 
lume of  the  Repertoire  contains  Dti- 
puytren's  directions  for  distinguish- 
ing dislocations  of  the  humerus  from 
fractures  of  its  neck.  The  position 
of  the  arm  at  the  time  of  the  fall  is 
one  means  of  discrimination.  If  it 
were  thrown  outwards  or  forwards 
to  break  the  fall,  so  that  the  hand 
first  struck  the  ground,  dislocation  is 
the  more  probable  accident.  If  the 
person  have  fallen  on  the  shoulder, 
while  the  arm  was  close  by  the  side, 
fracture  is  more  likely.  Even  when 
the  patient  cannot  tell  in  what  man- 
ner he  fell,  much  may  be  gathered 
from  the  marks  of  contusion  and 
abrasion  on  the  hand  in  the  former 
case,  and  on  the  shoulder  in  the  lat- 
ter. In  luxation,  if  ecchymosis  oc- 
curs, it  is  on  the  inner  and  fore  part 
of  the  arm,  because  it  arises  from 
the  laceration  of  the  parts  on  the 
inner  side  of  the  joint.  In  fracture, 
in  which  it  is  more  common,  it  is  on 
the  top  of  the  shoulder  itself,  because 
it  is  produced  by  the  direct  contusion* 
In  dislocation,  the  prominence  of  the 
acromion,  and  the  flattening  of  the 
deltoid,  are  greater  than  they  are  in 
fracture.  In  the  latter,  the  muscle 
seems  shortened  and  swollen.  In 
luxation,  there  is  a  hollow  on  the  in- 
ner side  of  the  deltoid,  from  the  re- 
moval of  the  head  of  the  bone.  This 
is  less  conspicuous  in  fracture. 
These,  with   the  differences  in  the 
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shape  of  the  hony  tumor  in  the  axil- 
la, in  the  degree  of  mobility,  in  the 
facility  of  reduction,  and  with  the 
presence  of  crepitus  in  the  one,  and 
Its  absence  in  the  other,  sufficiently 
distinguish  the  two  accidents. — Cr/as- 
gow  Medical  Journal. 


Suspended  Animation, — In  a  me- 
moir presented  to  the  Royal  Acade- 
my of  Paris,  M.  Leroy  condemns 
full  inflation  of  the  lungs  in  cases  of 
suspended  animation.  He  related 
some  experiments  on  rabbits  and 
sheep,  to  prove  that  *'  air,  driven 
once  with  force  into  the  lungs,  occa- 
sioned sudden  death,  and  that  by 
full  inflation,  suddenly  made,  the 
pulmonary  cells  are  ruptured."  In 
some  cases,  air  was  found  in  the 
bloodvessels  and  cellular  substance 
of  the  lungs.  The  rapid  distension 
of  the  stomach  with  warm  water, 
and  the  sudden  removal  of  it,  by 
means  of  an  instrument  made  by 
Mr.  Read  for  the  purpose,  by  agi- 
tating the  thoracic  viscera,  and  at 
the  same  time  diflusing  calorie  through 
them  and  the  abdominal  contents, 
are  of  much  greater  consecjuence  in 
cases  of  suspended  animation  than 
inflation  of  the  lungs.  By  inflating 
the  lungs  with  cold  air,  the  heart  is 
robbed  of  the  chief  vital  stimulant, 
caloric,  which  the  object  of  treat- 
ment should  be  to  increase. 

The  application  of  warm  water  to 
the  head,  warm  lavements,  and  dry 
friction  on  the  surface  of  the  body 
with  warm  flannel,  and  occasional 
compression  of  the  ribs,  are  power- 
ful auxiliaries  to  the  rapid  injection 
and  ejection  of  warm  water.  Indeed, 
besides   electricity    and    galvanism, 


and  occasional  agitation  of  the  body, 
what  more  can  be  done  to  bring  the 
vital  organs  into  action  ? — Gaz.  of 
Health. 


Strangulated  Rupture.-^The  Edi- 
tors of  the  Journal  of  Medicine,  pub- 
lished in  Bourdeaux,  have  given  a 
case  of  a  large  inguinal  rupture, 
which  bad  been  in  a  state  of  stran- 
gulation for  five  days.  Numerous 
attempts  to  reduce  it  having  failed, 
Dr.  Brulateur  was  requested  to  visit 
him.  The  Doctor,  after  examining 
the  tumor,  ordered  ice  to  be  applied 
to  it,  a  large  dose  of  castor  oil  to  be 
administered,  and  blood  to  be  taken 
from  a  vein.  This  treatment  failing, 
he  introduced  a  bougie,  thickly  be- 
smeared with  purified  opium,  into 
the  urethra ;  soon  after  which  the 
patient  fell  asleep,  during  which  the 
rupture  disappeared,  and  soon  after 
awaking,  he  had  two  foetal  evacua- 
tions.— We  should  certainly  have 
given  a  preference  to  the  extract  of 
the  belladonna,  and  have  introduced 
it  into  the  rectum,  instead  of  the 
urethra  ;  or  rubbed  a  solution  of  it 
over  the  tumor, — a  practice,  the 
good  eflect  of  which  we  have  no- 
ticed in  a  late  number. — lb. 


lacked  Jaw, — An  Italian  journal 
relates  the  case  of  a  woman  aflected 
with  locked  jaw,  folluwing  a  slight 
wound  of  the  forehead,  which  was 
cured  by  applying  the  acetate  of  mor-' 
phine  to  a  blistered  surface  on  the 
nape  of  the  neck.  Thus  applied,  it 
speedily  exerted  its  peculiar  anti- 
spasmodic powers,  although,  when 
administered  internall}*,  it  proved  of 
no  avail. 


WEEKLY   REPORT   OF   DEATHS  IN   BOSTON,  ENDING  DECEMBER  3. 


Data.  |Sez.|Age.  |              Disease.                | 

Date.  iSez.jAge.  |              Disease. 

l^oY.  25.  M..20  yrt 

measlea 

F. 

4yr. 

unknown 

26. 

M. 

23 

throat  distenper 

2. 

F. 

8 

conToIsions 

F. 

75 

ooDsamption 

M. 

36 

consumption 
dropsy  in  the  head 

M. 

8 

unknown 

M. 

21 

28. 

M. 

7w 

lung  fever 

M. 

9  mo 

convulflioos 

2B. 

M. 

45  ym 

oonsumption 

S. 

F. 

5rrs 

croup 

F. 

10  mo 

scrofula 

M. 

21 

intemperance 
infiutile 

Dec.  1. 

F.62yr. 

consumption 

M. 

10  mo 

M.I 

2 

croup 

Males,  11— Females,  6.    Stillborn,  8.    Total,  29< 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  at 
BOWDOIN  COLLEGE  will  com- 
mence  on  TUESDAY,  February  33, 1890. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Phytic,  b/  Job* 

DKLAKATTB&,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Snrrery,  by  J*  D.  Wxlli, 
M.D.  •   "'    "  --» 

Midwifery,  by  James  McKbxv,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  P. 
Clxavxland,  M.D. 

The  AvATOHicAL  Cabivst  is  exten« 
sire,  and  rery  valuable. 

The  LIBRAB.T,  already  one  of  the  best 
Medical  Libraries  in  the  United  States, 
continues  to  be  erery  year  enriched  by 
New  Works,  both  foreign  and  domestic. 

Every  person  becoming;  a  member  of 
this  Institution,  is  required  to  present  sa« 
tislactory  evidence  that  he  possesses  a 
:good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  admisuon  to  all 
the  Lectures  is  $  50.  Graduating  fee, 
including  diploma,  $  10.  There  is  no 
matriculating  fee.  The  Ltoctunss  continue 
three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of 
^he  Lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  fol- 
lowing Commencement  of  the  College  in 
■September.  A  systematic  course  of  in* 
satruction,  embracing  Recitations  in  all 
the  branches  of  Medical  Science,  Demon- 
sstrations,  and  Lectures,  will  be  given  by 
4he  Professors,  during  the  interva)  be- 
tween the  annual  courses  of  Lectures. 

Boarding  may  be  obtained  in  the  Com- 
^nons  Hall  at  a  very  reasonable  price. 
Bruntwick^  Dec.  4, 1829. 

Dec.  1ft.— 4teop. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 

•*'  I^OPAIVA  may  be  given  in  this  form 

\y  without  the  least  inconvenience. 

Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart' 

ang  odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach ;  and  I  am  informed 

-by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  large  doses  it 
does  not  purge.^' — PhiL  jQunuU  of  Med. 

.Sciences, 

See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  ISth. 

XUROPEAW  LEECHK8. 

An  excellent  lot  of  European  Leeches, 
-which  will  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  price, 
or  applied,  in  any  part  of  Boston  or  m  the 
vicinity. 


For  sate  by  NATHAK  JASLYIS^  ItB 
Washingtmi  Stratt,  where  Physicsana  wiO 
find  medicines  at  as  reasoaabla  teima  at 
at  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eopt£ 

ANATOMICO- SURGICAL  DRAW* 
INGS,  and  DescripUons  of  att  the 
Surgical  Operations,  according  to  tha 
most  approved  methods.  1^  L.  J«  Vor 
BiBRXowsKT.  Translated  m>m  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  voluaieB,  and  570  drawings 
on  58  folio  plates. 

XXT&ACTS  VROM  THS  P&OIPKCTirS. 

^*  Encouraged  by  the  approbation  of 
the  Medical  Profession,  It  Is  proposed  to 
publish  a  work  under  the  present  title.^* 

^  This  work  contains  570  drawings,  on 
68  plates  folio ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  volumes  8vo.  a  concise  explanation 
of  each  surgical  operation.  The  plates 
exhibit  not  only  the  parts  interested  in 
operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
siie,  but,  what  b  much  more  important, 
represent  the  different  acts  or  stages  of  the 
whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de- 
lineations of  such  morbid  affections  as 
consist  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi- 
tion,  structure,  color,  Cc  In  order  ts 
afford  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
plates  will  be  Lithographic ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  perfect  accuracy,  e»> 
gagements  have  been  entered  into  for  their 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especial 
direction  of  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professors  of  the  University  of  that  city.'' 
•  A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plates,  is  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  CARTER  &  HENDEE,  who 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 

Subscribers  will  be  furnished  wtth  the 
work,  and  the  fint  impressions  ct  the 
plates,  at  the  prioe  of  $  SHO. 

The  subscription  list  will  be  open  until 
the  tst  of  November,  1829,  after  which 
period  the  price  of  the  work  will  be  raised 
tof  40. 

P.  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  sub- 
scribers the  work  will  be  issued  in  five 
Numbers,  at  $  6  each,  payable  on  ddi- 
Tery.  Sept.  S9.  iSSOtNlD. 

A  TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C.G.  HvFELAffD,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  ftc,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousqoet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  U  UENDEEL 
Sept.  8. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  comer  of  Frsnklio  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  posl^oid.-— Price  tbri^  dollars  per  aanma,  if 
paid  in  advaaee,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  wiihia  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  iIm  same  as  Sot  other  assrspapers. 
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VAGINAL     DISCHARGES. 

On  the  Use  of  J^Txtratt  of  Silver  in 
Vaginal  Discharges. 

By  George  Jewel,  Esq. 

There  are  no  diseases,  to  which 
the  female  system  is  liable,  more 
common,  or,  to  a  superficial  ob- 
server, more  diversified  or  anoma- 
lous in  their  character,  than  those 
which  are  attended  by  vaginal  dis- 
charges. So  intractable,  indeed, 
do  they  sometimes  prove,  as  to  in- 
duce, by  their  long  continuance, 
even  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
the  severest  dyspeptic  symptoms, 
feverish  paroxysms,  hysterical  un- 
easiness, excessive  languor,  and 
emaciation  ;  or,  by  operating  upon 
the  brain  through  the  medium  of 
the  digestive  organs,  occasion  other 
sympathetic  affections,  still  more 
serious  in  their  nature  and  termi- 
nation. 

It  must  be*ramiiiar  to  the  practi- 
tioner, that  every  discharge  which 
issues  from  the  vagina,  not  sangui- 
neous, is  among'females  usuallyjn- 
cluded  in  the  term  LeucorrhoBay 
on  «*  whites."  There  is  also  a 
very  popular  opinion  that  vaginal 
discharges  have  their  origin  in  con- 
stitutional or  local  debility  :  hence 
a  complaint  of  this  kind  is  denomi- 
nated a  "  weakness."  That  such 
a  term  should  be  employed  to  per- 
petuate an  error  in  practice,  is  to 
be  lamented ;  for  I  believe,  if  we 

45 


investigate  into  the  pathology  of 
leucorrboea,  we  shall  find,  for  the 
most  part,  general  or  local  increas- 
ed action  to  be  the  exciting  cause. 
It  would  appear,  from  a  strict 
investigation  into  the  numerous 
causes  of  leucorrhceal  complaints 
which  have  fallen  under  my  obser- 
vation, that  one  uterine  afi*ection 
gives  rise  to  vaginal  discharge  more 
frequently  than  any  other, — name- 
ly, a  subacute  or  chronic  inflam- 
mation of  the  cervix  uteri.  I  am 
disposed  to  believe,  also,  that  very 
many  of  such  cases  are  mistaken  ' 
for  carcinoma  uteri,  and  that,  in 
consequence,  either  no  remedies 
are  prescribed,  or  a  very  inefficient 
mode  of  practice  is  adopted.  I  am 
aware  that,  in  many  cases^  the 
train  of  symptoms  about  to  be  no- 
ticed may  be  attributed  to  an  irri- 
table condition  of  the  uterus,  so 
ably  described  by  Dr.  Gooch.  I 
cannot,  however,  easily  relinquish 
the  opinion  I  had  originally  enter- 
tained upon  the  subject,  namely, 
that  inflammation,  either  of  the 
chronic  or  subacute  kind,  of  the 
cervix  uteri  is,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  the  exciting  cause  of  vaginal 
discharge.  The  distinction,  howe- 
ver, although  pathologically  recog- 
nised, cannot,  I  conceive,  be  mate- 
rial in  practice  :  indeed,  this  will 
be  obvious  to  the  talent^  author 
himself,  whose  mode  of  practice, 
in  cases  of  irritable  uterus,  appears 
precisely  applicable  to  cases  of 
chronic  uterine  affections  generally. 
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Again,  in  some  cases  it  may  be 
difficult  to  discriminate  between 
such  diseases  as  I  have  alluded  to, 
and  incipient  scirrhous  disorganiza- 
tion. The  follomng  remarks  will 
probably  assist  the  young  practi- 
tioner in  his  diagnosis  : — 

This  inflammation  of  the  cervix 
uteri,  like  scirrhus  or  other  organic 
disease  of  the  uterine  system,  at- 
tacks occasionally  at  the  period  of 
life  when  the  catamenia  are  about 
to  cease;  but  I  have  more  frequent- 
ly found  it  to  exist  in  married  wo- 
men, from  the  age  of  twenty-she  or 
twenty -seven  to  that  vf  forty,  av.d 
▼ery  recently  I  have  seen  several 
severe  cases  occurring  in  young 
married  females,  within  three 
months  after  the  birth  of  the  first 
child.  The  local  symptoms  in 
both  diseases  are  very  nearly  allied, 
namely,  occasional  lancinating  pain, 
more  or  less  acute,  through  the 
region  of  the  uterus,  with  a  con- 
stant dull  kind  of  pain  about  the 
inferior  portion  of  the  sacrum,  the 
hip,  or  groin  ;  attended  also  by  an 
irritable  bladder,  or  frequent  desire 
to  void  the  urine,  and  in  some  se- 
verer cases  by  tenesmus.  The 
vaginal  discharge  is  of  a  milky  or 
cream  like  color,  and  is  commonly, 
but  particularly  in  the  more  acute 
cases,  mixed  with  a  dark-colored 
or  grumous  secretion.  Upon  mak- 
ing an  examination  per  vaginam  in 
this  disease,  the  os  uteri  will  not 
be  found  opened  to  the  same  extent 
as  in  Carcinoma,  nor  will  its  margin 
present  the  same  cartilaginous 
hardness  to  the  touch.  The  pain 
does  not  appear  to  be  situated  in 
the  edges  of  the  os  uteri,  •as  de- 
scribed by  Mr.  Burns,  but  in  the 
cervix,  as  pressure  upon  this  part 
alone  occasions  the  patient  to  com- 
plain. The  uterus  will  be  found 
projecting  lower  in  the  vagina  than 
natural  ;  but  this  will  depend  Open 


the  nature  of  the  complaint :  the 
mqre  acute,  the  farther  it  will 
have  descended. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  dwell 
upon  the  routine  practice  usaally 
had  recourse  to  iu  uterine  diseases; 
such  as  the  local  abstraction  of 
blood,  perfect  rest,  narcotics,  the 
warm  bath,  &c.  ;  but  rather  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  profcssioa 
to  a  therapeutical  agent,  which  I 
believe  has  never,  or  to  a  very  li- 
mited extent,  been  employed  in 
such  cases,  namely,  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  applied  directly  to  the  part 
affected  ;  a  practice  which  1  have 
been  led  to  adopt,  from  having  so 
frequently  witnessed  the  extensive 
and  healthy  changes  which  have 
resulted  from  the  application  of 
this  remedy  to  the  different  mucous 
tissues,  when  their  secreting  sur- 
faces had  taken  on  a  disordered  or 
unhealthy  action.  The  mode  I 
have  adopted  in  its  application  has 
been  either  to  conceal  it  in  a  silver 
tube,  upon  the  same  principle 
as  it  is  employed  in  cases  of  stric- 
ture (except  that  the  tube  should 
be  adapted  to  the  size  of  the  caus- 
tic), or  in  the  form  of  solution,  in 
the  proportion  of/  three  grains  to 
the  ounce  of  water,  the  strength 
being  gradually  incre3sed.  A  bit 
of  sponge,  firmly  and  neatly  tied  to 
a  piece  of  whalebone,  is  to  be 
moistened  with  the  solution,  and 
carefully  introduced  into  the  vagina 
up  to  the  OS  and  cervix  uteri. 
1  his  mode  of  application  U  pre- 
ferable to  the  injection,  and  can 
easily  be  effected  by  the  patient 
herself.  The  application  should 
be  frequently  made,  or  no  perma* 
nent  good  can  be  anticipated. 

The  following  cases,  which  I 
have  selected  from  others  in  con- 
sequence of  their  having  been  un- 
usually protracted  and  severe,  will 
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exhibit  the  mode  of  treatment 
successfully  practised. 

1.  Feb.  24th.— Mrs.  C,  set. 
thirty-three,  had  been  delivered, 
three  years  ago,  of  a  healthy 
child,  after  an  easy  labor.  For 
the  last  two  years  and  a  half,  she 
has  been  subject  to  constant  and 
profuse  leucorrhcBal  discharge, 
with  frequent  and  shooting  pains 
through  the  region  of  the  uterus, 
and  about  the  right  groin,  with 
occasional  dysuria  and  tenesmus. 
The  general  health  is  greatly 
disturbed  ;  bowels  irregular,  with 
loss  of  appetite.  Upon  making 
an  examination  per  vaginam, 
pressure  of  the  finger  upon  the 
cervix  uteri  occasioned  consider- 
able pain,  which,  in  subsequent 
examinations,  often  continued  se- 
veral minutes  after  the  finger  had 
been  withdrawn.  The  os  uteri 
was  n<^t  indurated,  but  considera- 
bly more  open  than  natural.  She 
had  been  under  the  care  of  seve- 
ral respectable  practitioners,  and 
the  impression  on  her  mind  was 
that  she  was  laboring  under  can- 
cer of  the  womb. 

In  the  first  instance  the  usual 
mode  of  treatment  was  adopted  : 
blood  was  abstracted  by  means  of 
cupping  from  over  the  inferior 
portion  of  the  sacrum,  to  the 
amount  of  eight  ounces,  and  re- 
peated three  times,  with  an  in- 
terval between  each  of  about 
three  weeks.  She  had  taken 
aperients  frequently,  and  injec- 
tions of  various  kinds  had  been 
used  with  little  or  no  benefit. 

July  2d.— The  nitrate  of  silver 
was  conveyed  by  means  of  the 
tube,  and  applied  to  the  cervix 
uteri  for  the  space  of  a  minute, 
which  occasioned  no  degree  of 
pain,  except  what  might  have 
been  produced  by  the  introduction 
of  the  finger. 


.  6th. — The    nitrate    of    silver 
again  applied  as  before. 

9ih. — The  discharge  has  dimi- 
nished, but  the  pains  not  having 
abated,  eight  leeches  were  or- 
dered to  be  applied  to  the  right 
groin. 

12th.— The  nitrate  of  silver 
again  applied. 

18lh. — The  discharge  is  lessen- 
ed considerably  ;  and  the  patient 
now  expresses  a  belief  that  she 
shall  soon  be  restored  to  health, 
having  previously  imagined  her 
case  to  be  hopeless.  The  nitrate 
of  silver  again  applied. 

27th. — The  pain  is  relieved  ; 
general  health  is  improved,  and 
she  sleeps  well   at   night.     The 
nitrate  of  silver  applied  in  the 
usual    manner.     It  is    necessary 
to  observe,  that  she  has  taken  the 
hyoscyamus  at  night  (one  drachm 
of  the  tincture),   and  the   bowels 
have  been  regulated  by  aperients. 
The  following  tonic  has  been  pre- 
scribed : — 
R.  Infus.  Rose  3  viiss. 
Siilph.  Quinine  3i« 
Elix.  Vilriol    3i.     M.  fiat  mist, 
sumantur  cochleariaduo  ampla 
ter  in  die. 

August  8lh. — The  discharge  is 
scarcely  perceivable.  The  ni- 
trate of  silver  applied  as  before. 

25th. — The  patient  is  perfectly 
well,  having  neither  vaginal  dis- 
charge nor  local  pains. 

II.  A  poor  woman,  residing  in 
Gardener's  row,  Westminster, 
about  forty  years  of  age,  having 
several  times  aborted,  had  been 
subject  to  excessive  vaginal  dis- 
charge for  the  last  eighteen 
months,  with  shooting  pains  through 
the  pelvic  region  and  about  the 
coccyx,  and  excessive  itching  of 
the  pudendum.  The  digestive 
function   was  greatly    disturbed, 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


708 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOtTRNAL. 


and  the  system  exhibited  evident 
proofs  of  a  highly  disordered  state 
of  the  general  health.  She  had 
taken  for  a  long  period  different 
preparations  of  bark,  steel,  &c., 
and  had  used  various  injections, 
with  little  or  no  benefit.  Blood 
had  also  been  extracted  locally, 
by  means  of  leeches.  Upon  mak- 
ing an  examination  per  vaginam, 
the  cervix  uteri  was  found  in  the 
usual  irritable  and  painful  state, 
the  margin  of  the  os  uteri  being 
perfectly  free  from  induration. 

June  12th. — The  sponge,  as 
before  recommended,  was  intro- 
duced, being  well  saturated  with 
the  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver, 
in  the  proportion  of  three  grains 
to  the  ounce. 

16th. — Applied  as  before. 

19th. — The  leucorrhcea!  dis- 
charge is  thinner,  and  less  in 
quantity.  The  patient  was  di- 
rected to  introduce  the  sponge 
daily  in  the- same  manner. 

30th. — Has  regularly  complied 
with  the  directions  given,  and 
says  she  is  quite  well. 

August  2d. — Has  had  no  return 
of  the  vaginal  discharge,  and  her 
appearance  is  much  improved. 
As  a  matter  of  course,  attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  state  of  the 
bowels,  and  the  general  health. 

A  case  of  still  greater  severity 
has  recently  fallen  under  my  no- 
tice, which  resisted  for  a  very 
long  period  all  the  means  which 
had  been  tried  by  several  eminent 
practitioners.  At  length  the  io- 
dine was  administered,  under  the 
influence  of  which,  together  with 
the  application  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  the  disease  gradually  yield- 
ed, and  the  patient  is  now  in  per- 
fect health. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  paper 
without  remarking  that  there  is 


nothing  more  empirical  than  to 
hold  up  a  particular  remedy  as  a 
specific  in  the  cure  of  disease,  or 
to  expect  it  invariably  to  exeK 
its  curative  influence  upon  the 
function  or, structure  of  an  organ, 
under  all  the  diversified  circum- 
stances of  morbid  action.  Let  it 
not  be  imagined  that  I  place  such 
implicit  confidence  upon  the  ni- 
trate of  silver,  as  to  expect  it  to 
eradicate,  as  if  by  magic,  all  such 
diseases  as  those  to  which  I  have 
adverted  :  at  the  same  time  I 
confidently  believe  that,  if  it  be 
judiciously  applied  where  the 
vaginal  discharge  has  its  origin, 
or  is  kept  up  by  inflammation  of 
the  cervix  uteri  or  vagina,  or  by 
the  irritable  uterus,  and  when 
general  principles  have  not  been 
neglected,  there  is  no  remedy  so 
likely  to  afibrd  such  immediate 
and  permanent  relief. — London 
Mtd.  and  Phyr,  Journal, 


II. 

TOOTH  ACH, — TARTAR. 

In  a  late  work  on  the  Anatomy, 
Physiology,  and  Diseases  of  the 
Teeih,  by  Thomas  Bell,  F.R.S.  F.L. 
S.,  &c.,  we  find  the  fullowing  remarks 
on  the  treatment  of  that  extremely 
painful  aflection,  the  tooihacb.  Mr. 
Bell  is  well  known  as  a  Lecturer  on 
the  teeth  at  Guy's  Hospital,  London. 

Of  the  few  local  applications  which 
are  found  useful  in  this  malady,  the 
following,  he  says,  are  perhaps  the       { 
most  efficacious  :^ 

R.  Aluminis  Ji* 

Spir.  iEther.  Nitrici  f  3  ss.  Misce. 
R.  Acid.  Muriat.  f3ss. 

Aquae  distillata&  f  3  ij.     Misce. 
R.  Argent]  Nitrat.  gr.  i. 

Aquae  distillatae  f  3  i.    Mbce. 
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A  avail  bit  9f  lints  ^r^^^^^l 
with  either  of  theie  liquiclii  loay 
be  frequently  introduced  intp  ib^ 
eavitj,  which  should  bo  carefuUjr 
dried  previous  to  each  applica- 
tion. 

It  is  however  only  by  treat- 
ing this  affection,  as  nearly  as  the 
circumstances  will  admit,  upon 
the  same  principles  as  inflamma- 
tion in  other  parts,  that  any  relief 
can,  in  general,  be  rationally  ex- 
pected. In  those  attacks,  there- 
fore, in  which  the  inflammation  is 
considerable,  and  there  is  any 
particular  reason  for  preserving 
the  tooth,  leeches  should  be  free- 
ly and  repeatedly  applied  to  the 
gum,  the  bleeding  being  encou- 
raged by  repeatedly  holding  warm 
water  in  the  mouth.  After  the 
bflainmation  and  pain  are  thus 
reduced,  should  the  nerve  be  only 
in  a  small  part  exposed,  the  means 
already  mentioned  for  diminishing 
its  sensibility  may  be  had  recourse 
to.  But  the  hope  of  relief  which 
these  remedies  may,  from  occa- 
sional success,  bold  out,  is  in  most 
instances  completely  fallacious, 
and  the  extraction  of  the  tooth 
can  alone  be  depended  upon. 

Respecting  the  operation  of  cot- 
ting,  or  rather  breaking  off  the  de- 
cayed teeth,  which  has  recently  ob- 
tained among  some  highly  respecta- 
ble dentists,  Mr.  Bell  says : — 

It  is  an  operation  irrational 
in  its  principle,  often  useless  in 
its  immediate  effects,  and  in  its 
consequences  most  pernicious. 
It  has  always  appeared  to  me  to 
place  the  operator  in  a  dilemma 
of  evils.  The  object,  I  presume, 
is  to  cut  through,  or,  more  pro- 

f^erly,  to  break  off  the  tooth  so 
ow  as  to  remove  the  whole  of 
the  crown,  including  the  cavity 
which  contains  the  palp  or  mem- 


brane. If  this  object  be  effect* 
ed,  th^e  consequence  is  that  the 
dea4  roots  remain  in  th^  f^lveoli ; 
and  those,  if  not  immediately 
productive  of  pain,  may  yet  be 
expected  to  oocasioq  ropcb  future 
suffering  ais  extraneous  irritating 
bodies.  Every  one  knows  what 
is  the  usual  result  of  the  exist- 
ence of  dead  roots  in  the  jaw, 
when  they  have  been  left  either 
by  accident  in  an  attempt  at  ex- 
traction, or  by  the  gr^ual  decay 
of  the  crown  ;  and  it  is  surely  too 
much  to  adopt  as  an  useful  ope- 
ration, that  which  every  one  de- 
precates as  an  accidental  occur- 
rence. 

If,  on  the  other  hand, — as  in- 
deed it  frequently  happens, — the 
object  aimed  at  be  not  fulfllled, 
the  case  is  placed  in  a  situation 
incomparably  worse  than  before, 
the  nerve  being  still  more  expos- 
ed, and  the  hope  of  the  ready  and 
easy  extraction  taken  away  by 
the  loss  of  that  part  of  the  tooth 
which  would  have  afforded  a  solid 
support  for  the  instrument. 

Tartar,  accomulatiog  on  the  teeth, 
is  doubtless  the  cause  of  much  dis- 
ease in  these  useful  instruments. — 
On  this  subject  Mr.  Bell  remarks 
that— . 

The  constant  use  of  a  tooth- 
brosh  will,  in  many  cases,  be  suf- 
ficient to  keep  the  teeth  free 
from  tartar.  The  brush  should 
not  be  very  hard,  as  it  will  not 
only  be  more  difficult  to  clean 
the  interstices  between  the  teeth, 
— the  part  in  which  the  tartar  is 
most  likely  to  be  deposited, — but, 
by  its  friction,  will  occasion  the 
gradual  absorption  of  the  gum, 
and  the  exposure  of  the  necks  of 
the  teeth.  The  hair  of  the  brush 
should  be  firm  and  elastic,  and  not 
too  closely  set.     The  teeth  should 
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be  thoroughlj  brushed  in  every 
part,  at  least  night  and  oaorning, 
and  the  mouth  always  rinsed  after 
each  meal.  In  those  oonstitutions 
in  which  there  is  a  particular 
tendency  to  form  tartar,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  recourse  to 
some  simple  tooth-powder,  such 
as  prepared  chalk,  or  any  other 
substance  equally  simple  and  soft; 
it  may,  in  some  cases,  be  desira- 
ble to  combine  with  it  a  small 
proportion  of  the  bone  of  the  cut- 
tle-fish very  finely  powdered,  and, 
if  the  gums  are  spongy  and  lax  in 
their  texture,  a  little  alum,  pov/- 
dered  myrrh,  or  bark,  may  be 
added  with  advantage.  Many  of 
the  tooth-powders  which  are  of- 
fered for  sale,  with  the  promise 
of  rendering  the  teeth  beautifully 
white,  perform  for  a  time  all  that 
is  promised,  at  the  expense'  of 
permanent  and  irremediable  inju- 
ry to  the  teeth  ;  for  they  often 
contain  a  quantity  of  tartaric  or 
other  acid,  which  effect-s  a  gra- 
dual decomposition  of  the  enamel. 
The  use  of  acids  to  the  teeth 
cannot  be  too  strongly  deprecated. 
Even  where  it  is  necessary  to 
administer  acid  medicine,  it  is  of 
considerable  consequence  that  it 
should  be  taken  through  a  glass 
tube,  to  prevent  it  from  acting 
upon  the  enamel  of  the  teeth. 
For  want  of  this  simple  precau- 
tion, the  teeth  are  very  often  ir- 
remediably injured  by  the  use  of 
this  class  of  remedies. 

The  tartar  is  to  be  removed 
by  means  of  instruments  adapted 
for  the  purpose,  and  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  scaling  in- 
struments. They  are  of  several 
forms,  accommodated  to  the  dif- 
ferent situations  from  which  the 
tartar  is  to  be  removed,  and  should 
be  highly  tempered,  and  the  edges 
kept   sharp   and   bard.     It  is   of 


consequence  that  every  particle 
of  it  should  be  taken  away,  not 
only  from  the  external  and  inter- 
nal surface  of  the  teeth,  but  also 
between  them  ;  for  if  it  be  suffer- 
ed to  remain  in  any  part,  it  forms 
a  nucleus,  around  which  a  further 
accumulation  will  be  immediately 
deposited.  When  the  tartar  ex- 
ists inconsiderable  quantities, and 
especially  if  the  teeth  are  at  ail 
loosened,  it  is  proper  to  remove 
it  at  different  times,  with  an  in- 
terval of  some  days,  that  the  teeth 
may  recover  from  the  effects  of 
the  first  operation  before  the  se- 
cond is  performed  ;  and  io  order 
that  they  may  receive  as  much 
benefit  as  possible  from  this  piaa, 
the  tartar  which  is  formed  around 
the  necks  of  the  teeth,  and  which 
has  been  the  cause  of  the  loss  of 
the  gum,  and  the  consequent  loos- 
ening of  the  teeth,  should  be  first 
removed,  which  will  allow  of  the 
gum  being  partially  restored,  and 
the  teeth  rendered,  in  some  mea- 
sure, firmer,  and  capable  of  bear- 
ing, without  injury,  the  subsequent 
operation.  in  the  mean  time, 
this  object  will  be  much  assisted 
by  the  frequent  use  of  some  as- 
tringent lotion,  according  to  either 
of  the  following  formula?  : — 

R.  A lu minis  3iss. 

Tinct.  Myrrhfle  f3iij. 

Mist.  Caniphorae  fjvss.  Misce. 
R.  Vini  Rubri  Lusiian. 

Mist.  Camphoraeaa  fjii.  Misce. 
R.  Infusi  Rosae  f  3  ii- 

Decoct.  Ciuchonae  f 3  iv.  Misce. 


III. 

RESTORATIOir  OP  A  ORBAT  PORTION  Of 
TH£  CHEEK    BY  OPERATION. 

A  CHILD,  nine  years  of  age,  was 
afiected  with  gangrenous  inflam- 
mation, which  destroyed  the  soft 
parts  constituting  the  lower  half 
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or  the  right  cheek,^and  extending 
from  the  symphysis  to  the  angle 
of  the  lower  jaw.  The  breach 
of  surface  was  1  1*2  inch  in  dia- 
meter in  every  direction.  It  left 
but  a  few  lines  of  the  commissure 
of  the  lips,  and  anteriorly  was 
blended  with  the  opening  of  the 
mouth.  Backwards,  it  terminat- 
ed a  third  of  an  inch  from  the  an- 
terior border  of  the  masseter  ; 
beneath,  it  nearly  reached  the 
basis  of  the  jaw.  In  the  centre 
of  the  opening  was  seen  the  tongue, 
which  had  formed  preternatural 
adhesions  by  which  its  movements 
were  impeded,  and  mastication 
and  deglutition  rendered  diflicult. 
Another  inconvenience,  still  more 
formidable,  was  the  constant  es- 
cape of  the  saliva.  M.  Dupuy- 
tren  tried,  about  two  months  ago, 
to  destroy  the  adhesions  of  the 
tongue,  but  his  efforts  have  been 
nearly  unavailing,  as  it  has  always 
united  itself  again  to  the  edges  of 
the  perforation.  About  the  mid- 
dle of  August,  he  directed  his  at- 
tention to  the  removal  of  the  gap 
by  which  the  saliva  escaped.  His 
plan  was  to  borrow  a  flap  of  skin 
from  the  neck,  to  twist  it,  and 
apply  it  to  the  opening,  having 
first  cut  the  edges,  so  as  to  afford 
a  raw  surface.  M.  Serres,  a 
young  surgeon,  of  Montpellier, 
who  saw  the  patient,  suggested  a 
proceeding  analogous  to  that 
adopted  for  hare-lip.  To'  this, 
M.  Dupuytren  objected  that  the 
cicatrix  thus  fformed  would  be 
kept  constantly  on  the  stretch, 
and  that  this  would  cause  irrita- 
tion, if  not  disorganization.  At 
the  same  time,  he  acknowledged 
the  risk  of  the^flap  sloughing,  and 
that,  even  if  it  united  well,  it 
would  still  be  without  the  bucci- 
nator muscle. 

On   the  SOth  of  August,    M. 


Dupuytren  performed  the  follow- 
ing operation  : — He  traced  a  flap 
on  the  lateral  and  upper  part  of 
the  neck,  anterior  to  the  slerno- 
mastoideus  ;  and  having  cut  the 
edges  of  the  breach  in  th^  cheek, 
he  dissected  the  flap  with  care, 
avoiding  to  wound  the  externnl 
jugular  vein  ;  then  twisted  it  on 
its  pedicle,  and  fixed  it  by  five 
points  of  suture.  The  i  wound  in 
the  neck  was  immediately  united 
by  means  of  three  needles  :  the 
operation  was  long  and  painful. 
One  or  two  small  arteries  were 
tied,  and  the  patient  replaced  in 
bed,  without  any  dressings  having  . 
been  applied.  The  first  night 
was  passed  without  accident ;  the 
child  had  some  hours  sleep. 

Sept.  2d. — Moderate  fever. 
The  flap  is  alive  ;  some  points  of 
suppuration  on  its  edges.    . 

During  the  night  of  the  2-3d, 
some  delirium.  Inflammation 
more  intense.  The  flap  begin- 
uing  to  separate  from  the  lower 
part,  in  consequence  of  the  suture 
tearing  through  the  lip,  it  was 
retained  by  straps.  Next  night, 
delirium  more  severe  ;  the  flap 
separated  at  another  point,  and 
the  opening  extending  between 
the  two  presented  a  vertical  se- 
paration about  an  inch  long.  The 
fever  now  ran  high,  and  the  sup- 
puration became  fetid.  The  pos- 
terior and  upper  part  of  the  flap 
appeared  to  live,  and  to  have 
contracted  from  adhesions.  The 
external  edge  seemed  to  be  dead. 
All  the  sutures  were  now  remov- 
ed, and  the  parts  supported  by 
means  of  straps. 

5ih. — The  symptoms  abated  ; 
some  points  of  suppuration  conti- 
nue on  the  edge  of  the  flap,  but 
the  success  of  the  operation  is 
secure,  with  the  exception  of  the 
separation  above  mentioned, which 
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will  admit  of  remedy  by  the  con- 
moo  procesB  for  hare-lip. 

22d.— The  consolidation  of  the 
parts  being  complete,  the  edges 
of  the  aperture  which  remained 
were  pared  and  brought  together 
with  four  twisted  sotures.  After 
this  the  case  went  on  well,  and 
the  only  remaining  evil  is  the  ad- 
hesions of  the  tongue.  These,  M. 
Dupuytren  means,  if  possible,  to'' 
destroy. — La  LanceUe. 


IV. 

AFOPLBXY  OF  THE  BTE. 

Apoplexies  have  prodigiously 
increased  since  the  time  of  Laen* 
nee  ; — thus  we  have  apoplexy  of 
the  lungs,  of  the  liver,  of  the 
skin,  &c  ;  and  to  these  we  are 
now,  it  seems,  to  add  apoplexy 
of  the  eye. — Louisa  Martin,  aged 
45,  ceased  to  menstruate  during 
three  months,  without  inconve- 
nience. She  had  suffered  some 
injury  of  the  eyes,  in  early  life, 
from  smallpox,  and  had  always 
had  weak  sight.  To  these  symp- 
toms had  lately  been  added  some 
appearance  of  incipient  cataract, 
and  within  the  last  twenty  days 
she  had  been  affected  with  an 
acute  and  permanent  pain  in  the 
right  side  of  the  head,  with  throb- 
bing. Besides  this,  however, 
there  was  no  change  in  the  habi- 


tual state  of  ber  eyes  till  the  night 

of  the  28- 9th  of  August,  when  she 
experienced -a  sharp  pricking  io 
the  right  eye,  giving  the  sensatioo 
of  a  foreign  body,  which  she  en* 
deavored  to  get  rid  of  by  ra95ifig 
the  part*  In  the  morning  she 
found  that  the  sight  of  that  eye 
was  lost.  She  applied  fomenta- 
tions of  rose  water,  and  afterwards 
cold  spirits  and  water,  without 
avail.  On  the  6tfa  of  September 
she  was  admitted  at  La  Charity. 
The  ball  of  the  eye  was  slightly 
tumefied  ;  the  vessels  of  the  con- 
junctiva injected  ;  the  cornea  of 
the  affected  side  more  pi  omiaent 
than  the  other,  and  perceptibly 
softer  ;  behind  it  was  seen  an  ef- 
fusion of  blood,  occupying  the 
lower  part  of  the  anterior  cham- 
ber, changing  its  place  with  the 
movements' of  the  head,  and  rising 
to  a  level  with  the  edge  of  the 
pupil.  The  headach  and  pricking 
continued  but  slightly.  The  pulse 
was  natural,  but  there  were  night 
sweats. 

As  this  patient  exhibited,  at 
the  same  time,  signs  of  gastric 
disturbance,  an  emetic  was  order- 
ed on  the  7th  ;  which  was  the 
only  treatment  adopted  till  the 
10th,  when  an  astringent  wash 
was  prescribed  ;  but,  as  yet,  the 
blood  effused  has  not  been  re- 
absorbed.— lb. 


SKCTCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LlfERATURE. 


TESTS  OF  INFANT  LIFE. 

There  is  probably  no  subject  with- 
in the  range  of  medical  jurispru- 
dence which  has  been  more  agitated, 
than  that  of  the  tests  by  which  the  ex- 
tra-uterine life  of  the  infant  is  to  be 


determined  from  post  mortem  exami- 
nation. The  following  considerations 
on  this  topic  are  abridged  from  an 
interesting  article  in  the  London 
Medical  and  Physical  Journal, 

Of  the  great  changes  which  take 
place  In  the  functions  of  the  animal 
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eecniomy  \n  paMni;  Itom  ffacr  fetAt  t» 
the  vital  state,  ibere  are  tome  which 
being  accompanied  or  followed  by  or- 
ganic changesi  leave  a  greater  or  less 
degree  of  evidence  by  which  they  can 
be  recognized.  These  regard  the 
Ainctions  of  respiration,  of  circala* 
tfon,  and  of  digestion.  The  tests  of 
extra-uterine  life  may  therefore  be 
considered  under  this  threefold  di- 
vision. 

The  effects  of  respiration  are  pro- 
duced partly  on  the  lungs,  and  partly 
on  the  cavity  in  which  they  are  con- 
tained. The  change  in  the  thorax 
regards  its  size  and  form  ;  that  in  the 
lungs  regards  their  color  and  consist- 
ence, their  absolute  and  specific 
weight,  and  their  size  and  situation. 

1.  The  diameter  of  the  thorax  in 
both  directions  is  increased  after  this 
function  has  commenced.  An  en- 
largement also  takes  place  in  this 
cavity  from  above  downward,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  decrease  of  the  con- 
cavity of  the  diaphragm. 

2.  In  fetuses  which  have  never 
breathed^  the  lungs  are  for  the  most 
part  of  a  dark  red  color,  which  is 
more  remarkable  posteriorly  on  ac- 
count of  the  subsidence  of  the  blood. 
In  those  whose  lungs  have  been  arti- 
ficially inflated,  the  color  anteriorly 
is  paler.  Where  some  effort  has  been 
made  at  respiration,  the  general  co- 
lor is  the  same,  but  a  few  spots  of  a 
cinnabar-red  color  are  discernible  in 
certain  portions  of  the  pulmonary 
tissue.  Where  respiration  has  con- 
tinued for  a  short  time,  the  general 
color  is  paler  rod,  and  the  spots  are 
more  numerous.  Where  this  func- 
tion has  been  perfectly  established, 
the  pale  red  color  predominates,  with 


numerous  spots  and  patches  ^f  the 
ciooabar-red  color,  and  wirb  a  darker 
hue  in  the  postmor  part,  in  which 
the  blood  has  settled. 

S,  The  density  of  the  lungs  is  very 
greatly  altered  by  the  establishment 
of  this  function.  In  the  fetus  which 
has  never  breathed,  the  lungs  are 
firm  and  compact,  like  the  liver  ;*  no 
crepitation  takes  place  on  cutting  in- 
to them,  neither  do  they  emit  air 
when  subjected  to  pressure  under 
water.  Where  artificial  inflation  has 
been  employed,  or  respiration  has 
been  imperfectly  established,  the  up- 
per lobe  of  the  right  lung  will  be 
found  to  crepitate,  and  will  yield  air 
on  pressure.  Where  respiration  baa 
been  fully  established,  these  pheno- 
mena will  occur  in  every  portion  of 
the  lungs.  In  this  case  innumerable 
air  cells  will  be  yfound  in  each  part 
which  is  examined ;  distinct  crepita- 
tion will  occur  on  dissection ;  and 
upon  pressure  under  the  surface  of 
water,  numerous  air  bubbles,  mixed 
with  froth,  will  rise  to  the  surface. 

4.  The  absolute  weight  of  the 
lungs  is  greater  after  respiration  has 
occurred,  and  the  circulation  through 
these  organs  established.  In  order, 
however,  to  render  this  test  available, 
the  weight  of  the  lungs  must  be  taken 
in  connection  with  some  circum* 
stance  which  indicates  the  magnitude 
of  the  fetus.  The  weight  of  the 
whole  body  most  obviously  suggests 
itself  as  the  standard  ;  but  this  in  fact 
varies  much  more  than  that  of  the 
lungs ;  and  a  more  convenient  and 
accurate  denominator  is  furnished  by 
the  length  in  inches.  A  table,  found- 
ed on  this  principle,  and  exhibiting 
the  weights  corresponding  to  non- 
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respiration,  imperfect  aod  perfect  atantii  contracts  gradaally,  and  be- 
brcathiDg,  the  length  being  a  givea  comes  imperforate  about  the  sixth  day. 
Dumber  of  inches,  has  been  prepared  The  following  summary  of  the 
by  Mr.  Berndt.  grounds   on   which    the  rcipiration 

5.  As  regards  specific  gravity,  it  is  may  be  presumed  to  have  been  per- 
established,  that  according  as  respi-  fectly  established,  is  well  calculated  to 
ration  has  or  has  not  been  present,  assist  the  memory  of  the  practitioner. 
the  lungs  will  swim  or  sink  in  water.  It  may  be  concluded  that  the  child 
When  respiration  has  been  perfect,  has  lived  for  a  certain  period  after 
they  are  sufficiently  light  to  float  the  birth,  and  has  breathed  perfectly,— 
heart.  The  fallacy  arising  from  the  i.  When  the  transverse  diameter 
occurrence  of  putrefaction,  and  the  of  the  thorax  is  from  three  to  four 
consequent  evolution  of  gases,  must  and  a  half  inches  ;  the  direct  from 
here  be  guarded  against.  three  to  three  and  a  half;  and  the 

6.  The  size  of  the  lungs  is  the  last  level  of  the  arching  of  the  diaphragm 
criterioli  to  be  considered  in  this  is  between  the  sixth  and  seventh  ribs. 
connection.  Previous  to  respiration,  2.  When  the  color  of  the  lungs  is 
these  organs  cover  the  posterior  part  generally  pale,  with  numerous  cin- 
of  the  chest,  and  half  the  arch  of  the  nabar-red  spots,  stripes  and  edges; 
diaphragm,  extending  so  as  merely  and  dark  red  on  their  posterior  sur- 
to  touch  the  pericardium.  Their  ex-  face,  on  account  of  the  subsidence 
tent  increases  as  the  function  is  es-  of  the  blood.  ' 
tablished  ;  and  when  breathing  has  3.  When  innumerable  cells,  dis- 
^een  perfect,  they  occupy  the  sides  tended  with  air,  and  collected  into 
of  the  cavity,  embrace  the  pericar-  insular  groups,  are  plainly  visible  on 
dium,  and  cover  the  whole  arch  of  the  surface  ;  and  when  the  substance 
the  diaphragm.  of  the  lungs  is  everywhere  expanded 

The  second  great  function   from    and  spongy,  crepitating  audibly  when 
which  is  obtained  a  test  of  the  res-    cut,   and   yielding  air-bubbles   and 
piration  is,  as  has  been  stated,  the    froth,  under  the  surface  of  water, 
circulation  of  the  blood.     The  most        4.    When  the  absolute  weight  of 
obvious   organic    change    produced    the   lungs,   as   compared  with 
from  this  cause,  takes  place  in  the    length  of  the  body,  is  manifest!/  an 
ductus  arteriosus.     This  tube,  which    considerably  increased.    ^ 
is  open  in  the  fetus  with  a  diameter        5.    When  the  lungs  even  to  c**"" 
equal  to  that  of  a  goose-quill,  gradu-     nection  with  the  heart, — each  0 
ally  contracts  after  birth,  and  in  from    separately,  and 'each  portion  0 
two  to  three  weeks  is  usually  oblite-     when     divided, — float     under 
fated.  strongest   pressure,   and  are  coo 

The  last  function  to  be  mentioned     derably  lighter  than  water. 
is  the   digestion,  and  the  structural        6.    When  the  lungs  quit?  ^^  | 
changes  connected  with  it,  occurring    lateral   parts  of  the  thoracic  ca    j 
in  the  liver  and  ductus  arantii.'     The    their   anterior   edges    ^^^^*^'"^  l^j^ 
liver  lessens  in  magnitude  after  birth,    aide  of  the  pericaidium,  ao°     ^^ 
but    not    uniformly.      The    ductus    under  surface  the  whuie  arch  0 
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diRpfaragm;  when  tbeir  edges  are 
everywhere  rounded,  and  the  ligu- 
late  elongations  of  the  right  middle 
and  left  upper  lobes  are  shorter  and 
obtuse. 

7.  When  the  length  of  the  arterial 
canal  is  contracted  to  some  lines,  its 


GUNSHOT    WOUND. 


A  SINGULAR  case  of  this  kind  is  re- 
lated in  one  of  the  late  numbers  of 
the  Medical  Gazette.  A  man  was> 
wounded,  by  the  bursting  of  a  gun, 
nearly  at  the  point  of  insertion  of 


thicknessto  that  of  a  crow-quill,  while  the  pectoral  muscle  in  the  left  arm, 

the  thickness  of  the^two  pulmonary  ^^j  a  fragment  of  the  lock  was  left 

arteries  is  equal  to  that  of  a  gt»ose.  ;„  ,he  wound.      This  fact  was  sus- 

^"'   •     ^  pected  by  the  surgeon  who  first  saw 

8.    When  the  stomach,  occupies  a  him,  but  the  foreign  body  could  nofc 

completely  transverse  position,  and  be  felt  oo  examination,  and  so  slight 


is  either  freed  from  the  albuminous 
matters  which  it  contains  in  a  fetal 
state,  or  presents  traces  of  milk,  and 
other  «xtraneous  matters  ;  when  the 
bowels  are  in  part  or  altogether  freed 


from  meconium,  and,  instead  of  it, 
contai  n  yellowish  feces  ;  and  when 
the  urinary  bladder  is  empty. 


3viij98. 
viij. 


was  the  uneasiness  experienced  from* 
its  presence,  that  the  patient  was  an- 
willing  to  believe  that  it  had  entered 
at  all.  What  uueusiness  was  expe* 
rienced,  however,  was  referred  lo^ 
the  angle  of  the  sijcth  rib  and  its  vi« 
cinity.  There  was  very  little  bleed* 
ing  from  the  wound,  but  considerable 
The  table  of  Prof.  Berndl,  above    tumefaction  over  the  upper  parts  of 

the  deltoid  and  biceps  muscles.  From 
about  the  fourth  day  the  wound  be^^ 
came  clean,  suppuration  advanced, 
and  the  healing  process  went  on  fa- 
vorably. At  the  end'xif  a  fortnight 
from  the  period  of  the  accident,  he 
left  London  for  the  country,  appa- 
rently in  good  health.  During  the 
following  week  he  continued  tolera* 
biy  well,  and  pursued  bis  usual  avo- 
cations, complaining  only  of  pain  iu 
the  side,  below  (he  left  scapula,  and 
of  oppressed  breathings  so  that  be 
could  not  respire  with  comfort  unless 
his  chest  was  supported  by  a  broad 
belt.  On  the.twenty*second  day,  a& 
ter  more  than  usual  exertion,  the 
above  symptoms  became  aggravated, 
so  as  to  induce  him  to  call  in  a  sur- 
geon, and  subsequently  a  physician, 
who  resorted  to  the  usual  means  for 
arresting  iBflammation,— but  ia  vain. 


alluded  to,  is  as  follows  : — 

1.  When  the  length  is  frtfm  15  to  18 

inches 
The  weight  of  the  lungs  in  still- 
born Males  is        -        - 
In  Females        -        .        . 
After  imperfect    respiration,  in 

Males        -        -        -        -        xiij. 

In  Females   ....        xij. 

After  perfect  respiration,  in  Males        xv. 

In  Females    -        -        -        .        xiv. 

2.  Where  the  length  is  from  18  /o  20 

inches. 
Weight    of  lungs    in    stillborn 

Males  -        -        -        -         3ix. 
In  Females       ... 
After    imperfect    respiration,  in 

Males  -        -        •        •  xlijss. 

In  Females       ...  xiij. 

After  perfect  respiration,  in  Males      xvi. 
In  Females  ....        xivss. 

2.     JVhere  the  length  it  from  20  to  22 

inches. 
Weight  in  stillborn  Males     -         Sixss. 

In  Females  -        -        -        •         ix. 
After    imperfect    respiration,    in 

Males       -        .        -         -         xiy. 
In  Females  -        -        .        .        xiijss. 
After  perfect  respiration,  in  Males      xx. 
In  Females  -        •        -        xv. 


YlljSI. 
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Death  look  place  just  a  month  fronr 
the  period  of  the  accident. 

'On  examination,  the  external 
vound  was  found  not  entirely  heal- 
ed, and  admitted  the  end  of  a  probe 
to  the  depth  of  half  an  inch.  On 
«e](posiiig  the  lateral  part  of  the  chest, 
the  only  trace  of  disease  which  could 
^e  discovered  was  an  irregularity  of 
the  surface  of  the  sixth  rib,  not  visi- 
h\y  communicating  with  the  external 
wound.  This  rib  proved  to  be  frac- 
tured, and  its  broken  ends,  although 
in  apposition,  still  ununited.  In  the 
fCavity  of  the  chest,  were  firm  adhe- 
jtions  of  the  left  lube  to  the  pleura 
•costalis,  and  on  the  same  side  were 
found  nearly  three  pints  of  opaque 
serous  fluid,  mixed  with  purulent 
matter,  and  containing  a  fragment  of 
a  gunlock,  two  and  a  quarter  inches 
in  length,  which  penetrated  the  lung 
obliquely  about  one  inch  and  three- 
fourths.  The  rough  extremity  of 
this  fragment  protruded  from  the 
lung,  and  seemed  during  respiration 
to  have  rubbed  against  the  ribs,  which 
exhibited  an  ulcerated  surface.  It 
was  situated  so  near  the  heart,  that 
in  its  passage  to  the  lung  it  had  graz- 
ed the  pericardium,  the  surface  of 
which  was  suffused  with  blood.  The 
substance  of  the  lung,  even  where  it 
had  been  penetrated  by  the  foreign 
body,  exhibited  no  mark  of  disease. 
At  what  period,  and  in  what  manner, 
the  body  found  admittance  into  the 
chest ;  how  the  avenue  through  which 
it  passed  could  be  so  entirely  oblite- 
rated, and  how  it  could  have  remain- 
ed  in  contact  with  the  lung^  and  the 
pleura  without  creating  more  irrita* 
tion,  are  inquiries  of  considerable  in- 
terest. 


NON-MKHCUBIAL  TaEATMENT  0? 
STPHIL18. 

The  practice  of  treating  venereal 
cases  without  mercury,  seems  to  have 
its  advocates  among  enligbteoed  and 
judicious  practitioners  abroad,  as  well 
as  in  this  country.  Dr.  Desruelles, 
of  the  military  hospital  at  Val  de 
Grace,  publishefl,  about  a  year  since, 
a  statement  of  the  result  of  bis  expe- 
rience in  that  establishment,  founded 
upon  minutes  of  more  than  fourteen  i 
hundred  cases^  which  is  well  deserv- 
ing of  attention.  Dr.  D.'s  concltf- 
sions  are  as  follows  : — 1.  That  the 
tendency  of  different  tissues  to  be 
affected  by  venereal  disease,  is  in 
proportion  *to  the  tiumber  of  blood- 
vessels and  nerves  with  which  they 
are  respectively  furnished ;  in  olher 
words,  to  their  general  susceptibility. 
The  parts  most  liable  to  be  thus  af- 
fected, are  therefore  the  mucous  snr- 
fieuces  $  next  to  these,  the  skin ;  and 
next,  the  glandular  apparatus.  The 
fibrous  parts  are  placed  next  io  the 
order  of  susceptibility,  and  the  bones 
last.  2.  That  whatever  medical 
treatment  be  adopted  in  these  cases, 
a  close  adherence  to  vegetable  diet 
and  general  antiphlogistic  regimen^ 
is  highly  important.  3.  That  on  a 
careful  comparison  of  the  mercurial 
and  anti-mercurial  treatment,  whe- 
ther accompanied  or  not  with  a  re- 
ference to  the  last  direction,  the  fo^ 
mer  claims  a  decided  preference. 
This  result  is  established  by  a  table, 
in  which  is  stated  the  number  of 
days  required  for  the  core  of  cases 
under  the  different  modes  of  treat- 
ment referred  to.  The  proportionate 
duration  of  the  cases  treated  with 
and   without  attention  Io  regimeOi 
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other  circa mstaDces  being  equal,  was 
eipressed  by  the  nombers  33  and 
55)  giving  a  difference  of  22  days  in 
favor  of  the  former.  That  of  the 
cases  treated  without  mercury,  and 
with  it|  other  circumstances  equal, 
was  50  and  56.  That  of  those  where 
both  these  favorable  circumstances 
were  combined,  to  those  where  both 
were  wauting,  was  SO  to  55,  or  as  6 


to  11.  Opportunities-  ef  so  exten- 
sive and  accurate  a  cmnparison  of 
opposite  modes  of  treating  the  same 
disease,  are  not  very  frequent ;  and 
indeed  cannot  be  so.  In  the  present 
instance  the  experiment  seems  to 
have  involved  no  injustice  to  the 
patients  themselves;  and  the  re- 
sults obtained  are  '  of  considerable 
value. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  DECEAfBER  22,  1829. 


SoMC  inconveniences  and  erroneous 
impressions  having  resulted  from  an 
idea  that  this  Journal  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  Professors  in  the 
School  of  Anatomy  in  this  city,  we 
would  here  repeat  a  notice  we  have 
already  sent  to  several  newspapers, 
that  none  of  these  Professors,  nor  any 
JV^edical  Officer  of  the  Hospital,  has 
any  control  whatever  over  its  pages. 


SIAMESE    BOTS. 

These  twins  had  not  at  the  last  date 
reached  London. — The  last  London 
Medical  Gazette  contains  Dr.  War- 
ren's account  of  them,  which  had 
been  sent  out  to  some  gentlemen  in 
that  city.  After  giving  the  above* 
mentioned  account  entire,  the  Edi- 
tors of  the  Gazette  add  : — 

<<  There  can  be  no  doubt,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  us,  but  that  tiiese  individu- 
als might  be  separated  by  a  very 
simple  operation,  and  almost  with 
the  certainty  of  giving  to  each  the 
advantage  of  a  separate  existence." 


HEBMAPHRODISM. 

An  individual  exhibiting  this  unfor- 
tunate irregularity  of  structure  was 
admitted  into*  Charity  ward  of  Guy's 


Hospital,  Sept.  SOth,  under  the  care 
of  Dr.  Bright.  She  was  then  suffer- 
ing under  a  severe  form  of  fever^ 
which  rendered  her  constantly  deli- 
rious, and  in  a  few  days  proved  fatal. 

On  her  admission,*  and  more  es- 
pecially when,  in  order  to  apply  a 
blister  to  her  head,  it  was  exposed 
and  shaven,  every  one  was  struck 
with  the  coarse  and  masculine  cfx- 
presslon  of  her  countenance:  this, 
and  her  somewhat  square  and  mus- 
cular figure,  were  all  the  observa- 
tions relating  to  her  sex  that  were 
made  during  life ;  but  the  post-mor- 
tem inspection  disclosed  the  follow-^ 
iog  appearances : — 

A  body  analogous  to-tbe  penis  was- 
observed  immediately  beneath  the 
pubic  arch  ;  not  free  or  pendant,  hot 
bound  down  towards  the  perineum  r 
its  length  was  about  2  1-2  inchee,. 
and  it  terminated  in  a  somewhat 
bulbous  extremity,  a  little  like  the 
glans,  but  wiibout  the  usual  delicacy 
of  cutaneous  organization,  without 
any  perforation  for  the  urethra,  ancl 
without  a  prepuce.  On  each  side 
of  this  body  there  was  a  considerable 
fulness  of  the  integuments,  at  first 
view  resembling  the  female  labia, 
but  in  reality  analogous  to  the  male 
scrotum,  as,  like  it,  they  contained 

•  Speakings  of  her  as  a  paiienl^  we  ad- 
here to  the  Bex  then  assumed.  She  was 
admitted  as  Maty  Cannon,  st.  &5  or  60. 
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each  a  shihTI  testis.  This  separation, 
iiuo  its  two  hHlves,  of  the  scrutum, 
depended  on  the  penis  being  bound 
down  in  the  median  lino,  as  previ- 
ously described.  The  testes  u-ere 
in  size  like  those  of  a  boy  6  or  8 
years  old,  and  were  connected  with 
vasa  deferentia,  which  were  found 
jiervious,  and  considerably  enlarged 
towards  their  termination.  The 
"vesiculae  seminales  were  very  small  ; 
the  prostate  gland  also  was  remnrka- 
bly  small,  and  was  covered  on  its 
?ides  by  a  pair  of  peculiar  muscles, 
passing  from  the  rectum  to  the  neck 
of  the  bladder.  The  urethra  termi- 
nated in  the  perineum,  about  one 
tnch  (com  the  end  of  the  supposed 
penis,  and  half  an  inch  further  there 
was  a  blind  opening,  which  fancy 
might  call  the  rudiment  of  a  Tagina, 
but  which  was  probably  nothing 
more  than  an  enlarged  lacuna.  The 
tunica  vaginalis  was  continued  some 
distance  up  the  cord,  but  at  the  ring 
was  quite  closed.  There  was  a  very 
minute  trace  of  the  crematter  muscle. 
The  pelvic  viscera  had  no  female 
character  whatever,  and  the  forma- 
tion »f  the  pelvis  itself  approached 
to  the  male  rather  than  to  the  female 
standard.  The  mammae  were  con- 
siderably developed,  but  would  have 
been  thought  small  for  a  healthy  fe- 
male. The  lips  and  chin  were 
clothed  with  a  few  scattered,  irregu- 
lar, curling  hairs,  not  more  than  are 
often  seen  on  aged  females.  The 
outline  of  the  figure,  in'  its  muscular 
development,  squareness  and  large- 
ness of  limbs,  &c.,  was  decidedly 
more  male  than  female.  The  cere- 
bellum was  natural  in  structure,  and 
if  it  differed  at  all  from  the  usual 
development,  was  rather  small,  but 
this  was  by  no  means  distinct.  No 
other  peculiarities,  either  diseased  or 
congenital,  were  observed  in  any 
part  of  the  body. 

It  appears  that  in  the  former  part 
of  her  life,  this  hybrid  had  assumed 
the  dress  and  habits  of  a  man  ;  at 
one  time  working  in  a  brick-yard,  at 
another  period  acting  as  a  groom  ; 


then  as  a  milkman  ;  and  afterwards 
she  kept  a  green-grocer's  shop.  Her 
habits  and  manners  were  rude  and 
bold,  sometimes  indicating  a  degree 
of  derangement ;  more  than  once  she 
engaged  with  success  in  pugilistic 
encounters  ;  and  it  is  said  manifested 
still  less  equivocal  male  propensi- 
ties. For  the  last  seven  or  eight 
years  she  has  appeared  as  a  female, 
calling  herself  Mary  Cannon  ;  and, 
it  is  odd  enough,  that  she  first  sus- 
tained her  new  sex  at  a  public  house, 
called  "  The  World  turned  upside 
down,''  where  she  engaged  herself 
as  ^'  maid  of  all  work."  She  was 
not,  however,  fully  received  by  her 
female  fellow-servants  as  one  of 
them  ;  suspicion  hung  about  her,  and 
care  was  always  taken  to  provide  for 
her  a  separate  bed. — Lion^  Med,  Gaz, 


Extraction  of  Cataract  by  means 
of  an  Incision  through  the  upper 
Part  of  the  Cornea, — This  method, 
according  to  Graefe,  (iffers  numerous 
advantages  over  those  more  usually 
adopted.  The  consequences  of  }he 
wound  are  less  severe,  and  the  sight 
is  more  perfectly  relieved,  because 
the  lower  part  of  the  cornea  remains 
untouched,  and  preserves  its  natural 
clearness  and  convexity.  In  eigh- 
teen individuals  operated  upon  by 
the  superior  section,  seventeen  re- 
covered their  vision  ;  in  one  only  the 
cornea  on  one  side  became  opaqoe, 
and  this  in  consequence  of  a  gouty 
inflammation  which  frequently  re- 
turned.— BuL  des  Sc.  Med. 


Lachrymal  Calculus. — A  middle- 
aged  woman  experienced  pain,  dur- 
ing two  years,  on  the  left  side  of  the 
nose,  with  firequent  fits  of  sneezing, 
and  other  symptoms  of  catarrh.  Af- 
terwards, a  dryness  of  the  nostril 
came  on,  with  swelling  and  complete 
obstruction  on  the  left  side  of  the 
nose.  Tiffs  was  followed  by  the 
sensation  of  a  moveable  body  in  the 
nose,  and,  soon  after,  she  passed  a 
concretion  of  some  size  from  the 
nostril.     It  was  nine  lines  in  length, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SUI^GICAL  JOURNAL. 


019 


tnd  Sve  in  breadth  ;  its  color  was  a 
brownish  grey,  and  its  structure  very 
compact.  Being  cut  across  with  a 
saW|  its  centre  was  found  to  consist 
of  a  cherry-stone,  around  which, 
concentric  layers  of  different  colors 
were  ranged, — green,  brown  and 
white  :  the  patient  was  unable  to  call 
to  mind  any  circumstance  connected 
with  the  introduction  of  the  foreign 
body  into  the  nose. — lb. 


Application  of  a  Concentrated 
Solution  of  Nitrate  of  Silver  to  the 
JEJye.-^This  method  has  proved  so 
useful  in  atonic  and  obstinate  opb* 
thalmia,  with  copious  discharge,  that 
M.  Graefe  thinks  it  his  duty  to  di- 
rect the  attention  of  practitioners  to 
it.  The  method  adopted  is  to  insi- 
nuate a  drop  of  the  solution,  with  a 
hair  pencil,  between  the  eyelids.— 76. 

In  this  country,  the  above  method 
is  by  no  means  unknown. 


Extirpati(fn  of  the  Rectum. — M. 
Lisfranc,  in  two  cases,  removed 
three  inches  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
rectum.  The  patients  have  done 
well.  One  was  operated  upon  five, 
and  the  other  two  weeks  ago.— ^Ir- 
chives  Ginirales, 


Bone  found  in  the  Heart, — Dr. 
Barbier,  of  Amiens,  presented  to  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Medicine  a  very 
slender  osseous  body,  an  inch  and  a 
half  long,  and  pointed  at  its  two  ex- 
tremities, which   he   had    extracted. 


after  death,  from  the  right  ventricle 
of  the  heart  of  a  man,  sixty-two 
years  of  age.  This  bone  had  pierced 
the  ventricle  in  three  places,  and 
had  commenced  to  pierce  it  in  three 
others.  The  heart  bad  probably 
pier'ced  itself  in  its  contractions,  a« 
the  bone  was  situated  transversely 
in  the  ventricle. — Arch,  Gin. 


Fetus  affected  with  Fungous  Hm^ 
matodes. — Dr.  Tonnele  delivered  a 
woman  of  a  child,  which  had  upon  its 
right  parietal  bone  an  enormous  fun- 
gous baematodes.  The  base  of  this 
tumor  originated  in  the  osseous  tis- 
sue, and  perforated  it  like  a  sieve ; 
the  dura  mater  was  healthy. — Jout' 
nal  des  Progres, 


Study  of  Anatomy, — An  address 
to  the  community  on  the  necessity  of 
legalizing  the  study  of  anatomy,  bas 
just  been  published  by  the  Anatomi- 
cal Committee  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society.  This  address,  or 
some  further  account  of  it,  will  be 
presented  to  our  readers  in  a  future 
number. 


Lithotrity, — This  new  and  import 
tant  operation  is  engaging  the  atteo- 
tion  of  the  profession  abroad.  An 
acc(*unt  of  its  merits  and  demerits, 
so  far  as  experience  has  thus  farde* 
velnped  them,  is  in  preparation,  and 
will  shortly  occupy  a  few  of  our 
columns. 


WEEKLY 

REPORT   OF   DEATHS  IN   BOSTON,  ENDING  DECEMBER  l2« 

Date.   Sex.lAge. 

Disease. 

Date.  |Sex.|Age.  \              Disease. 

Dec.  ft. 

F.  72  yrs 

apoplexy 

9. 

F. 

37yrs 

F. 

8 

lung  fever 

M. 

8  mo 

hooping  cough 

F. 

74 

old  age 

10. 

M. 

7yr» 

lung  fever 

M. 

19 

drowned                     , 

M. 

42 

bilious  colic 

6. 

M. 

2d 

F. 

24 

consumption 

M.ilOmo 

measles 

M. 

63 

do. 

M.|  Syra 

croup 

F. 

17 

rheumatic  fever 

F.|25 

consumption 

'         11. 

F. 

15 

7. 

F.I  4  mo 

measles 

M. 

20 

F.  27yrg 

intemperance 

M. 

72 

M.i  8  mo 

i^easles 

M. 

84 

consumption 

8. 

F.  10  d     convuUiona                            ' 

12.   F.'44        tvphous  fever 

M.<  8  mo  canker  in  the  bowels             • 

Males,  18-Females,  12.     Total,  2S. 
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NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

JUST  pablisbed,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER  k,  HENDEG,— Malaria;  an 
iMVij  OD  the  Productioo  and  Propag^ation 
of  this  Poison.  By  Johv  McCdllocb, 
JM.D.  F.R.S.,  &c.  &c. 

An  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Inter- 
nal Ear.  By  I.  A.  Saisst,  M.D.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French,  by  Nathan  R. 
Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Maryland ;  with  a  Supple- 
ment on  Diseases  of  the  External  Ear,  by 
the  Translator. 

Observations  on  the  Utility  and  Admi- 
nistration of  Pumtive  Medicines,  in  seve- 
ral Diseases.  By  James  Hamilton,  M. 
D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  CoUeg^e  of  Phy- 
sicians, kc.  ftc.  From  the  Fifth  Edin- 
burgh Edition. 

A  Treatise  on  Pathological  Anatomy. 
By  William  E.  Hornbr,  M.D.,  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  tlie  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Surgeon  at  the  Infirqiary 
of  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  Member 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Socictj, 
^c. 

Elements  of  Operative  Surgery.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  of  A.  Tave&nisr, 
Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  Faculty  of  Pa- 
ris, &c.,  with  copious  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions.    By  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D. 

Dec.  2^. 

MEMORIA  MEDICA. 

THIS  day  published  by  CARTER  & 
HEN  DEE,  comer  of  Washington 
and  School  Streets,  Memoria  Medisyi, — a 
Medical  "Common-place  Book, — with  an 
alphabetical  Index  of  the  most  common 
terms  occurring  in  practice.  Carefully 
selected  and  arranged  by  a  Fellow  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 
From  Dr.  James  Jackson,  Professor  of  the 

Theory   aud  Practice   of  Medicine   in 

Harvard  University. 
Gentlemen,— I  have  examined  the  "  Me- 
moria Medica^^  which  you  sent  to  me.  I 
think  the  plan  of  it  very  excellent,  and 
that  it  will  be  found  highly  useful  to  prac- 
titioners and  students  of  medicine.  I 
have  never  believed  that  a  voluminous 
common-place  book  can  be  very  benefi- 
cial to  any  man,  unless  he  means  to  be- 
come an  author.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
every  one  will  find  an  advantage  in  keep- 
ing a  common-place  book  in  which  he 
may   notice  the  detached    facts   which 


come  nnder  his  notice,  and  which  ixe 
likely  soon'  to  be  lost  from  his  memory. 
The  book  you  have  prepared  will  be  found 
well  adapted  for  this  pnipose  by  medicAl 
men,  and  will  be  more  likely  to  be  used 
by  those  who  procure  it  than  a  common 
blaink  book,  because  all  the  labor  of  ar- 
rangement is  saved. 
I  ani,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant^ 
Jamss  Jacksojt. 

From  Dr.  Walter  Channinr,  Professor  oi 
Obstetric^  and  Medical  Jurisprudence 
in  Harvard  University. 
I  have  exaqiined  the  Medical  Conamon- 
•place  Book  which  was  left  with  your  note 
this  evening,  and  with  pleasure  offer  you 
my  thanks  for  the  publication  of  so  useful 
a  volume  •  Every  practitioner  of  medicine 
will  agree  with  the  remarks  in  the  preface 
on  the  inconveniences  and  absolute  loss 
of  what  is  very  useful,  which  result  from 
depending  solely  on  the  memory.  Not 
unfrequently  it  h^ippens  that  some  parti- 
cular prescription  is  peculiarly  suited  to 
an  individual.  Some  time  passes,  and  sm 
occasion  ag^in  arises  in  which  we  believe 
that  the  same  medicine  might  be  equally 
beneficial ;  what  it  was,  however,  has 
wholly  escaped  us ;  and  though  something 
else  may  be  equally  useful,  still  some  re- 
gret may  be  felt,  at  least  by  the  patient, 
that  what  has  been  found  beneficial  can- 
not again  be  at  once  resorted  to.  Some 
object  to  an  artificial  method  of  preserv- 
ing, for  such  and  other  uses,  what  maj 
be  safely  trusted  to  the  memory,  if  that 
faculty  be  faithfully  cultivated.  I  am 
willing^  to  admit  that  there  is  force  in  this 
objection ;  but  it  is  a  simple  question  of 
■  fact  only  we  have  to  consider.  If  it  be 
true  that  there  is  much  lost  to  the  indivi- 
dual, and  certainly  much  more  to  the 
profession,  by  trusting^  entirely  to  the  me- 
mory, the  occasional  use  of  the  Comfion- 
place  Book  for  the  preservation  of  what 
is  truly  valuable,  has  all  the  recommen- 
dation it  needs.  For  such  purposes,  vis., 
for  the  registering  of  cases  the  most  rare, 
and  the  frequent,  if  important,  epidemics, 
prescriptions,  &c.,  your  Memoria  Meiiea 
promises  to  be  very  useful ;  and  for  these 
it  well  deserves  to  be  recommended  to 
physicians.  Students  attending  hospital 
practice  will  find  it  very  valuable.  Its 
tables  of  names  are  very  full,  and  under 
references  very  easy.  I  cannot  but  hope 
it  will  get  into  general  use. 

\  ours,  &c.,  W .  Cha vviNG. 

Dec.  8. 


Published  weekly,  b^  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  FrsnU 
whom  mil  comrouniomtioM  must  be  addressed,  posfjNiuI. — ^Price  tbr^  dollsra  per  i 
paid  in  adf  ance,  three  dolbn  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  km 


not  paid  within  the  year. 


'  Franklin  St..  to 

L  paid  within  three  months,  and  fear  doUsrs  if 
The  posUf  e  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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DiscovERt  cir  A  mvr  spbcibs  op 

TNOUIKAC  HERNIA. 

SuGu  ia  the  heading  of  a  case,  such 
the  burthen  of  inauj  prelimioarj 
observations  from  the  reporter,  in 
the  Journal  Hebdomadaire.  Our 
readers  no  doubt  will  stare  at  the 
announcement,  after  all  the  labo- 
rious dissections  and  labored  de- 
scriptions  that  already  conspire  to 
bother  the  brains  of  our  young  as- 
pirants to  collegiate  diplomas. 
Bot  so  it  k,  and  it  only  remains  to 
narrate  the  case,  that  is  thus  des- 
tined to  swell  the  present  dread 
array  of  minutisa  in  the  history  of 
hernia. 

The  subject,  to  our  honor  be  it 
spoken,  was  an  English  groom,  st. 
S7,  admitted  into  hospital  on  the 
1st  of  June,  with  an  oblong  tumor, 
the  aiae  of  a  couple  of  fists,  ex- 
tending from  the  left  inguinal  -ring 
to  the  bottom  of  the  scrotum. 
The  skin  was  red  and  tense  ;  pres- 
sure was  painful,  and  exasperated 
a  fit  of  colic,  which  distressed  the 
patient ;  constipation  ;  vomitikig  of 
bilious  matter  ;  small  and  frequent 
pulse  ;  cold  moist  skin.  He  had 
been  subject  for  five  years  to  a 
hernial  tumor  in  the  groin,  which 
would  seem  to  have  never  entirely 
returned,  and  for  which  he  wore 
DO  truss.  On  the  31st  of  May, 
after  violent  exertion,  he  experi- 
enced sharp  pain  in  the  tumor, 
which  soon  became  hard;  enlarged, 
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and  painful  to  the  toueh,  aed  colic 
and  nausea  quickly  succeeded. 
Between  the  first  occurrence  of 
these  symptoms  and  his  admission, 
attempts  at  reduction  had  beta 
made  .without  success.-  *  . 

The  warhi  bath  twice  repeated, 
bleedings  from  the  arm,  and  two 
tobacco  enemata,  were  prescribed, 
but  no  amendment  was  found  on 
the  2d,  and  the  operation  was  per- 
formed. The  sac  contained  an 
enormous  mass  of  omentum,  with 
a  loop  of  intestine  six  or  eight  inch** 
es  in  length  at  its  posterior  part. 
The  omentum  was  sound,  the  in* 
testine  of  port  wine  color,  but 
elastic,  firm,  and  covered  witli 
lymph.  The  stricture  was  divid*- 
ed  directly  upwards,  but  on  trying 
to  reduce  the  gut,  it  returned  as  if 
by  a  rebound,  and  this  part  of  the 
operation  was  only  concluded  after 
tedious,  difficult,  and  painful  ef- 
forts. What  was  now  to  be  done 
with  the  omentum  }  excise  it,  or 
leave  it  where  it  Was  i  M.  Blan** 
din  determined  on  the  latter  ;  and 
after  a  proper  dressing,  an  enema, 
and  a  bleeding,  the  business  was  at 
length  completed. 

No  stool,  however,  succeeded 
(a  prima  facie  proof  that  a  stric*> 
ture  remained),  and  on  the  3d  we 
find  the  patient  wors^  in  every  res- 
pect. The  omentum  now  present- 
ed blackish-brown  patches,  and  the 
belly  was  the  seat  of  pain.  A 
castor  oil  enema,  thirty  leeches  to 
the  abdomen,  and  emollient  fomen- 
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tations,  were  tried  in  vain,  for  the 
patient  qontinued  to  aink,  and  died 
that  afternoon. 

Dissection^  on  the  morning  of  the 
5<A.— Peritoneal  inflammation,  with 
aero-albaminous  effusion  into  the 
abdomen; — ^aimost  the  whole  float- 
ing portion  of  the  omentum  in  the 
sac  ;  and  the  transverse  arch  of 
the  colon  dragged  down,  and  held 
in  contact  with  the  abdominal  pa- 
rietes  in  the  groin.  On  opening 
the  inguinal  canal  from  above,  and 
drawing  out  the  omentum,  the  in- 
testine that  had  been  thought  to  be 
returned,  was  found  lying  in  the 
canal  itself,  and  occupying  a  cut' 
de-sac^  situated  at  its  upper  and 
internal  part,  and  ^'  formed  by  the 
hernial  sac  depressed  on  this  side.'* 
In  endeavoring  to  account  for  this 
appearance,  it  was  quickly  per- 
ceived that  the  protruded  parts  had 
passed  out  by  a  laceration  {SrailU' 
ment)  of  the  fascia  transversal  is, 
situated  about  two  lines  behind  and 
above  the  internal  ring,  or  superior 
orifice  of  the  inguinal  passage;  that 
having  passed  through  this  lacera- 
tion, they  had  then  become  lodged 
in  the  canal,  and  had  extended 
both  downwards  to  the  scrotum > 
and  upwards  to  the  internal  ring, 
producing,  by  this  double  course,  a 
double  depression  or  cul-de-sac  in 
their  peritoneal  envelope.  This 
disposition  of  the  hernia  explained 
the  difficulty  of  reduction,  as  the 
gut,  during  these  efforts,  instead 
of  passing  back  through  the  slit  in 
the  fascia,  was  thrust  up  into  the 
summit  of  thie  inguinal  passage. 
It  also  seems  to  us  that  the  lacera- 
tion itself,  through  which  the  rup- 
ture took  place,  could  not  have 
been  divided  to  any  extent,  if  at 
all,  or  the  parts  would  still  have 
been  returned,  though  probably  not 
with  such  ease  as  under  ordinary 
circumstances. 


It  is  evident  that  the  above  wai 
only  a  species  of  direct  hernia,  af- 
ter all ;  not  occurring,  as  usually 
happens,  in  the  weak  part  opposite 
the  outer  ring,  or  in  some  other 
portion  of  the  abdominal  parietes, 
where  nature  or  accident  opens 
the  way,  but  itUo  the  inguinal  ca- 
nal. Of  course,  there  is  no  reason 
why  this  description  of  hernia,  al- 
ways an  anormal  occurrence  at 
the  best,  should  not  take  place 
here  as  well  as  elsewhere;  hot 
still  we  are  not  aware  of  any  au- 
thentic or  specific  case  of  the  kind, 
except  the  present. — JlfecHco-CM- 
rurg,  Revieuf. 


IL 

CURIOUS  CASE  OF  ASCENDING  PABALT- 
SIS  ;  WITH  THE  APPEARANCES  ON 
DISSECTION. 

Charles  I^.,  35  years  of  age,  ro- 
bust, and  in  the  military  profession 
for  fourteen  yeai^,  during  which 
he  had  served  in  the  Russian  and 
Spanish  campaigns,  and  conse- 
quently been  exposed  to  great  fa- 
tigues and  vicissitudes  of  climate. 
In  June,  1826,  he  first  perceived 
that  his  legs  readily  bent  under 
him,  and  that  he  could  not  easily 
raise  himself  up  from  the  sitting 
posture.  In  other  respects  he  had 
no  complaint.  In  about  a  fortnisbt 
after  this,  he  began  to  feel  numb- 
ness  in  his  feet,  which  gradually 
ascended  towards  the  knee.  But 
while  the  surface  thus  lost  its  sen- 
sibility, the  muscles  beneath  be- 
came the  seat  of  acute  pain,  which 
was  much  exasperated  by  pressure* 
He  had  been  a  month  confined  to 
bed  in  this  state,  with  nearly  loss 
of  all  power  in  the  lower  extremi- 
ties, when  he  perceived  a  numb- 
ness invade  his  hands.  The  pro- 
gress was  exactly  similar  to  that 
in  the  inferior  members;  and  he 
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was  teen  bj  the  narrator  op  the 
.  ttd  of  September,  of  the  same 
year.  He  ivas  now  completely 
*  paralytic,  excepting  the  tonguei 
the  face  and  the  neck.  These 
last  became  gradually  affected. 
He  had  •  never  complained  of  pain 
in  his  head,  nor  of  any  part  of.  the 
spine  ;  nor  did  the  most  rigid  exa- 
mination detect  any  physical  lesion 
in  this  last  organ.  His  general 
health  was  good, — his  intellects 
perfect.  He  attributed  his  disease 
to  rheumatism,  contracted  during 
his  bivouacs  in  Spain.  He  made 
water  voluntarily,  and  had  a  daily 
evacuation  from  the  bowels.  He 
slept  and  ate  well.  The  skin  was 
nearly  of  natural  temperature,  but 
quite  insensible  to  pinching  or 
pricking.  Any  pressure  of  the 
muscles,  on  the  other  hand,  gave 
him  great  pain,  and  caused  blm  to 
cry  out. 

Frictions  of  lytta  and  alcohol 
were  assiduously  employed  along 
the  spine,  ammoniated  liniments 
were  applied  to  the  limbs,  and 
cinchona,  with  wine,  was  liberally 
exhibited  internally.  In  the  course 
of  a  fortnight,  the  sensibility  of  the 
skin  began  to  return,  and  that  of 
the  muscles  to  diminish.  The 
power  of  the  muscles  also  gradu- 
'  ally  returned,  but  inversely  to  the 
way  in  which  it  had  been  lost, — 
namely,  from  above  downwards. 
He  was  never  able,  however,  to 
raise  himself  up  on  his  feet.  This 
amelioration  continued  but  for  a 
very  short  time,  and  be  was  soon 
as  bad  as  ever.  Blisters  along  the 
spine  were  added  to  the  former 
measures.  On  the  Sd  of  Novem- 
ber,  he  became  suddenly  incom- 
moded in  his  breathing  ;  his  pulse 
quickened ;  bis  countenance  be- 
came anxious  ;  he  had  cough  :  the 
intercostal  muscles  seemed  scarce* 


ly  to  move.  In  this  state  he  lin- 
gered till  the  7th  of  the  same 
month,  when  he  expired  without 
any  struggle. 

Di8Hction. — The  spinal  canul 
was  opened  throughout  its  whole 
extent.  There  was  very  little 
blood  in  the  venous  sinnses.  The 
dura  mater  injts  natural  state. 
The  pia  mater  was  sprinkled  with 
calcareous  depositions  in  the  lum- 
bar region,  and  was  finely  injected. 
The  roots  of  the  lumbar  and  sacral 
nerves,  as  also  the  great  sciatic, 
were  injected  with  black  blood. 
The. other  nerves  were  very  mi- 
nutely examined,  but  nothing  par^ 
ticular  was  observed.  The  spinal 
marrow  was  rather  firmer  than 
natural,  and  the  same  might  be 
said  of  the  medulla  oblongata  and 
brain.  The  lungs  were  filled  with 
tuberculous  matters,  and  there 
were  some  small  abscesses.  The 
heart  was  empty  and  flaccid.  The 
whole  of  the  abdominal  viscera  were 
sound.  The  muscles  presented  no 
appearance  different  from  those  of 
a  person  in  health,  except  bemg 
more  pale  and  flaccid. 

The  foregoing  case  will  show ' 
with  what  a  thick  veil  the  func- 
tions and  diseases  of  the  nervous 
system  are  covered.  What  wss 
the  nature  of  the  malady  ?  Was 
it  inflammatory, — or  was  it  the 
reverse  i-r^Clinique,  ■ 


III. 

PROLAPSUS  ANI  TREATEO   ArrCR  THK 
MANNKR  OF  MR.  BET. 

Bj  Dr.  McFarlans. 

The  subject  of  the  following  case 
was  54  years  of  age.  On  every  at- 
tempt to  evacuate  the  bowels,  the 
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gut  dttcendecl  about  two  iftchot,  and 
the  patreot  experienced  mt)cb  pain 
and  tenesmus^  At  other  times,  a 
prolapsus  was  induced  by  an  erect 
posture;  and  a  recumbent  position 
and  gentle  pressure  were  always  ne- 
cessary to  produce  reduction.  Fre- 
quent benorrbage  from  the  part;  and 
the  constant  irritation^  bad  consider- 
ably impaired  bis  general  bealtb. 
Under  tbese  circumstances,  Dr, 
Mcf .  goes  on  to  say  : — 

On  examining  the  anus  after 
Ibe  gut  was  replaced,  the  sur- 
founding  integuments  were  found 
extremely  relaxed.  There  ex- 
isted iucb  an  unnatural  looseness 
IB  the  attachment  of  the  skin 
around  the  anus,  to  its  correspond- 
ing cellular  membrane,  that  it 
could  be  easily  drawn  out  with 
the  fingers,  in  tbe  form  of  one  or 
more  large  flaps*  Having  suc- 
ceeded in  two  similar  oases, 
which  came  under  my  care  in  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  during  the  sumi- 
mer  of  1826,  in  completely  curing 
the  disease,  by  cutting  off  the 
loose  integuments,  as  recommend- 
ed by  tbe  late  Mr.  Hey,*  I  deter- 
mined to  try  it  in  this  case.  The 
skin  was  drawn  as  far  out  as  poa- 
aihle  into  broad  flaps,  and  cut  off 
with  tbe  scissors  in  a  circular  di- 
rection«  until  all  tbe  superfluous 
integument  was  removed,  includ- 
ing a  portion  of  the  livid  and  tu- 
berculated  fold  of  mucous  mem- 
brane which  was  projected  from 
within  the  sphincter.  The  pain 
was  trifling,  and  only  a  few  drops 
of  blood  were  lost.  A  soft  com- 
press and  T  bandage  were  ap- 
plied, and  he  was  strictly  confined 
to  bed.     For  a  few  days,  a  par- 

•  *'  Practical  Observations  in  Surgery, 
Sd  edit.,  p.  444."^ 


tial  procidentia  took  plaee,  es 
erery  attempt  to  go  to  stool. 
He  bad  a  gooid  deal  of  paia  and 
inflalBmation  around  tbe  aoas,  at- 
tended with  compfete  retentioe 
of  arine,  which  required  tbe  fre* 
quent  introduction  of  tbe  cathe- 
ter. In  ten  days  after  tbe  opera* 
tioD,  be  was  able  to  walk  about, 
and  void  bis  stools,  without  any 
return  of  the  disease,  and  in  three 
weeks  he  was  perfectly  cared. 
Pressure  was  continued  to  the 
part  for  some  time  longer,-— oc* 
casiooal  doses  of  castor  oil  were 
prescribed,  and  he  was  enjoiaed 
to  avoid  straining  at  stool. 

There  will  generally  be  found 
in  obstinate  and  long-coiitinaed 
forms  of  this  disease,  a  great  re* 
laxation  in  tbe  connexion  of  the 
rectum,  at  its  lower  part,  with 
tbe  surrounding  textures*  This 
circumstance,  although  it  may  not 
be  the  original  cause,  is  sufllcient, 
in  many  cases,  to  account  for  the 
continuance  of  the  displacement 
in  chronic  and  inveterate  casesi 
although  I  believe  it  is  geaerally 
accompanied  by  a  diminished 
power  of  the  sphincter.  If  tbe 
rectum,  in-  consequence  of  being 
much  irritated,  as  in  various  bow- 
el complaints,  ultimatelj^  becomes 
relaxed,  tbe  tenesmus,  which  is 
an  invariable  attendant,  may  so 
overcoipe  the  •  sphincter,  as  lo 
give  rise  to  a  procidentia.  But 
when,  as  in  tbe  case  now  detailr 
ed,  the  erect  position  is  sufficient 
to  cause  a  descent  of  the  gat,  we 
have  grounds  for  believing,  that 
besides  the  relaxed  state  of  the 
rectum,  there  exists  a  want  of 
power  in  the  sphincter  muscle, 
which  part,  along  with  tbe  levse 
tor  ani,  is  mainly  instrumental  in 
maintaining  tbe  rectum  in  its  ea* 
tural  sitoatioo.    In  the  cases  de- 
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tailed  bjr  Mr.  Hey^  there  exited; 
k  ooiniMealiaa  wkfa  relaxatioa  of 
the  iotegeeieets,  one  gr  more  IWli 
tabercles  at  the  ^erge  of  the  anus, 
which  were  aho  removed.  He 
expected,  froin  this  operation, 
that  iDflammatioQ  of  the  surround- 
ing cellular  texture  ironld  he  ex- 
tited,  the  attachments  of  the  rec- 
lem  consolidated,  and  the  power 
of  the  sphincter  improved.  In  a 
majority  of  oases,  the  disease  will 
be  found  to  yield  (although  the 
cure  is  often  tedious  and  protract- 
ed) to  the  local  applications  and 
internal  remedies  usually  employ- 
ed. Should  it  continue,  however, 
as  sometimes  happens,  after  the 
exciting  cause  has  been  removed, 
we  will  occasionally  find  that  the 
loose  state  of  the  skin  around  the 
anus,  and  the  relaxed  attachments 
of  the  rectum,  at  its  termination, 
become  the  primary  causes  of 
the  continuance  of  the  disease. 
It  is,  I  conceive,  in  such  circum- 
^ances,  that  this  simple  operation 
may  be  beneficially  adopted. 


IV. 

FUNGUS     HJBMATODXB    IN     THE 
F<ETUS. 

In  the  Journal  de  Progr^,  tome 
XIV.,  a  notice  of  an  instance  of 
this  kind  is  inserted  by  a  gentle- 
man who  signs  himself  Tonnel^, 
D.  C.  Tubercles,  it  is  well 
known,  have  been  found  in  the 
foetus  in  utero,  but  we  certainly 
are  not  aware  that  any  of  the 
genuine,  malignant  growths  have 
been  discovered,  or  recorded  to 
have  been  discovered,  at  so  early 
a  stage  of  human  existence. 

On^ihe  dth  of  December,  1827, 
M.  Tonnel^  was  summoned  tof 
assist  two  of  Us  confriros  in  con* 


ducting  le  iti  termieatiea  a  pre- 
tracted  labor,  in  which  the  back 
of  the  child  presealed.  On  our 
author's  arrival,  he  found  that 
the  feet  had  with  dtmcehy  heeii 
brought  into  the  vagina,  that  the 
i^erus  was  in  a  state  of  complete 
inactivity,  and  that  the  waters 
had  been  discharged  a  long  time 
previously.  By  the  joint  exer- 
tions of  all  engaged,  the  whole 
of  the  child,  except  the  head, 
was  delivered,  but  the  uterus 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  con- 
tract, and  the  final  extraction 
was  only  accomplished  at  last  by 
means  of  the  blunt  hook  intro- 
duced into  the  mouth  of  the  foe- 
tus, after  the  forceps  had  failed. 
The  child  was  hydrocephalic, 
but  what  excited  mos(  attention 
was  an  enormous,  tumor  of  fun- 
gus hfematodes,  attached  to  the 
right  parietal  hope,  and  forming 
a  kind  of  double  head.  The 
base  or  origin  of  this  medullary 
tumor  appeared  to  be  seated  in 
the  osseous  tissue  of  the  cranium, 
which  it  perforated  like  a  sieve  ; 
the  dura  mater  was  sound.  The 
serum  contained  in  the  cranium 
might  be  estimated  at  about  a 
pint,  and  the  cerebral  substance 
was  soft,  and  macerated  in  ap- 
pearance. 

The  mother  of  the  child  was 
thirty  years  of  age ;  the  father, 
eighty,  but  stouter  and  stronger 
than  many  men  at  sixty.  Nei- 
ther of  the  parents  had  ever 
labored  under  any  cancerous 
affection.  We  are  satisfied, 
from  the  description,  that  the 
above  was  really  a  case  of  fun- 
gus hsematodes,  as  we  have  wit- 
nessed several  such  tumors  in 
adults,  and  in  every  case  they 
had  thei^  origin  in  the  craniat 
.bones,   more  especially   the  di- 
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we  are  not  aware  that  medalla-  prior  to  its  entrance  into  "  thw 
ry  sarcoma    has    hitherto    been   piping  worlA" — Mtd.  Chir.  iUv. 


SKETCHES  OP  PERIODIC AL  LITERATITBB. 


T&ANSll'EBBBD   DI8BASK8. 

It  is  a  remark  of  Dr.  Good,  that  the 
practitioDer  who  should  undertake 
to  trace  out  the  sympathies  which 
the  various  organs  of  the  body  have 
with  each  other,  would  find  bis  time 
well  employed,  and  his  labor  reward- 
ed ;  and  there  is  certainly  nothing 
more  curious  in  medical  records, 
than  the  accounts  of  the  transfer  of 
disease  from  one  organ  or  set  of  or- 
gans to  another.  A  case  illustrating 
this  part  of  pathology  is  recorded  in 
one  of  the  late  English  periodicals. 
The  patient,  a  female,  aged  15  years, 
irregular  in  menstruation,  and  other- 
wise unhealthy,  was  admitted  into 
the  Winchester  County  Hospital, 
with  .cataract  of  both  eyes,  which 
had  formed  in  the  very  short  period 
of  twenty  days.  Alterative  and  to- 
Dic  treatment  was  commenced,  and 
at  the  end  of  three  weeks  the  opaci- 
ty had  so  far  diminished,  that  she 
was  able  to  discern  objects  placed 
between  the  eye  and  the  light  of  a 
window.  At  this  time  she  was  dis- 
covered to  have  increased  tirinary 
secretions,  and  the  usual  symptoms 
of  diabetes.  This  continued,  with 
scarce  any  abatement,  for  a  week, 
during  which  time  she  passed  from 
thirteen  to  sixteen  pints  of  urine 
daily.  The  cataracts  had  now  total- 
ly disappeared,  so  that  she  was  able 
to  use  her  needle.    The  diabetes 


now  began  to  diminish,  and  at  the 
end  of  a  fortnight  more  the  quaothy 
of  urine  was  again  nataral. 

The  patient  now  left  the  hospital, 
apparently  suflfering  from  debility 
only.  Alm^osl  immediately  after  her 
departure,  the  obscurity  of  vision  re- 
turned, and  at  the  end  of  a  week  she 
became  entirely  blind.  To  this 
again  succeeded  diabetes,  and  again 
the  sight  improved  until  it  became 
as  perfect  as  ever.  The  quantity  of 
nrine  continued  to  increase,  until  it 
reached  a  daily  average  of  twenty 
pints,  when  the  patient  became  ex- 
hausted by  the  disease,  and  rapidly 
sunk.  Death  took  place  about  four 
weeks  after  the  recurrence  ef  the 
diabetes.  No  examination  was  made. 


CONSTIPATION. 

In  ordinary  cases  requiring  intestinal 
evacuation,  there  are  various  sub- 
stances which  oflfer  themselves  to  the 
medical  practitioner,  among  which 
he  can  make  choice  according  to  his 
experience  of  their  convenience  or 
Utility,  and  any  of  which  will  effect 
the  object  desired.  But  in  cases  of 
severe  and  protracted  constipatioo, 
in  which  any  farther  delay  will  be 
attended  with  great  suffering  and 
hazard  to  the  patient,  it  becomes  an 
exceedingly  important  question  what 
remedy  shall  be  selected,  to  what 
extent  it  shall  he  given,. and  how 
long  it  shall  be  persevered  in  before 
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H  is  decided  to  be  iocapeble  of  fut 
filliog  the' object.  Where  such  cases 
have  occurred,  therefore,  aod  have 
been  relieved,  it  is  very  desirable 
particularly  to  record  the  means 
which  were  found  insufficifsnt,  and 
also  those  which  proved  eventually 
aeccessfnl. 

In  a  case  which  lately  occurred  in 
England,  in  the  Bath  Hospital,  the 
patient  was  a  female,  24  years  of 
age.  It  appeared  that  a  tendency  to 
costiveness  bad  long  existed  in  this 
patient,  but  had  been  controlled  by 
aperients  without  difficulty,  till  with- 
in a  year;  during  which  time  the 
action  of  the  bowels  had  been  very 
irregular,  intervals  of  eight  or  ten 
days  sometimes  occurring  between 
the  evacuations,  and  much  less  in- 
fluenced by  medicine  than  before. 
At  the  period  of  her  admission  into 
the  hospital,  she  had  had  no  stool 
for  thirteen  weeks.  Her  diet  had 
beeo  bread  aod  milk,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  eight  or  ten  ounces 
daily.  During  this  time  she  had 
taken  calomel,  jalap,  salts,  gamboge, 
and  aloes,  in  different  combinations. 
Elateriom  and  ol.  croton  had  also 
been  given.  The  latter  article  had 
be^n  carried  to  the  extent  of  four 
ininiros,  and  then  omitted,  as  it  pro- 
duced great  pain.  The  following 
prescription  was  ordered  :— 

R.  Txt  Col.  Co.  gr.  t. 
01.Crot.gtt.  1-4.  M. 

This  was  given  every  four  hours, 
with  magnes.  solph.  3i.,  and  fre- 
quent injections  of  soap  and  water. 
At  the  end  of  seven  daye^  no  opera- 
tion having  occurred,  the  ol.  crot. 
was  exchanged  for  subm.  hyd.  gr.  i., 
and  the  pills  and  mixture  ordered 


every  four  hours.    On  the  12tb  dey 

of  the  disease,  one  stool  was  obtain- 

edi    Eight  days  afterward  the  mouth 

became  affected,  and  the  calomel 

was  omitted.    No  stool.    Ordered  a 

small  bleeding,  and  pulv.  jalap,  com. 

9i. —  3  as.  ter  die.     Enemata  to  be 

continued.    At  the  end  of  eight  days 

more,  another  motion  was  obtained, 

which,  like  the  preceding,  was  scy* 

balous.      The  following  was    then 

ordered  :— 

R.  Ext  Col.  Co.  gr.  x. 
Ol.  Crot.  gtt.  as. 
Ext.  Hyoic.  gr.  iij.    M. 

To  be  taken  thrice  daily,  with  sulph. 

magnes.  3  i*    In  the  course  of  the 

succeeding  month,  four    scybalous 

stools  were  obtained,  and  one  which 

was  pulpy  and  of  some  consistence. 

The  cathartic   was   altered  to  the 

following : — 

R.  Ext  Col.  Co.  gr.  ix. 
GambogiK  gr.  i. 
Ol.  Crot.  gtt  88.    M. 

to  take  thrice  daily,  with  sulph. 
magnes.  u.  a.  This  direction  was 
continued,  with  little  variation,  for 
six  weeks  more,  during  which  time 
she  had  ten  motions,  some  of  them 
wholly  scybalous,  and  some  of  natu- 
ral character.  Another  month  pass* 
ed  under  nearly  similar  treatment, 
the  discharges  becoming  more  fre- 
quent, and  of  better  character.  Dur^ 
ing  the  following  six  months,  the 
longest  interval  between  the  dejec- 
tions was  one  of  three  weeks,  and 
the  bowels  could  generally  be  made  to 
act  under  the  use  of  moderate  stimuli. 


DKFLKTION  IN  INFLAMMATOET    , 
DISSASS. 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  in  a  late  work, 
on  Sanguineous  Depletion,  urges  the 
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mcestity  of  adoptiof  soaia  ttaiited* 
by  which  to  regulate  the  amount  of 
blood  Co- be  drawn  in  rarioaa  cases  of 
disease.  Dr.  H.  observei  thai  the 
amonnt  of  sanguineous  depletion 
which  can  be  borne  without  produe- 
ing  syncope,  varies  Tory  greatly  in 
different  cases.  In  pleuritis,  for  in- 
stanc^y  a  patient  will  bear  the  loss  of 
from  tweojty  to  thirty  ounces  of  Uood  ; 
while  the  same  iodividuali  when  la- 
boring  under  pneumonia,  or  afiected 
with  simple  fever,  will  faint  after  the 
abstraction  of  one  third  the  amount. 
Dr.  H.  thinks  it  unsafe,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  bleed  to  syncope  in 
a  horizontal  posture.  The  plan 
which  he  recommends  as  a  general 
one,  is  to  place  the  patient  in  a  chair, 
or  upright  in  bed,  and  bleed  in  that 
positiou  until  syncope  is  induced. 
There  will  then  be  little  danger  of 
this  state   being   protracted    to  an 


alarming  extanC ;  ainee  k  viH  \m 
sufficient  for  the  patioot  to  be  pkoed 
with  the  head  low,  in  order  to  aecsM 
a  retnrn  of  aninalioD. 

The  above  direotios  is  a  con««* 
■lent  olie  in  «  piractkal  view,  nod 
may  doubileas  be  applied  So  «  consl* 
derahle  proportion  of  the  cases  wbtdi 
require  this  remedy.  A  change  in 
the  character  of  the  pulse,  which  » 
often  laid  down  as  a  criterion  for  de-> 
terraining  the  point  alluded  to,  is  a 
▼ery  fallacious  guide.  It  often  bap* 
pens  that  neither  the  frequency  nor 
the  force  of  the  pulse  is  materially 
affected,  until  the  approach  of  syn- 
eopo.  Occasionally,  where  bleeding 
ii  employed  for  the  rdief  of  pain, 
the  cessation  of  this  may  aSbrd  m 
sufficient  reason  for  its  discontinu- 
ance ;  but,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
the  rule  Laid  down  by  Dr.  U« 
will  be  found  the  most  useful. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  22,  1829. 


rnTSICAL  EFFECTS  OF  HABITS  OF 
•  INTOXICATION.  ^ 

Among  the  various  means  by  which 
men  in  all  ages  and  countries  have 
strove  to  degrade  and  debase  their 
own  natures,  none  probably  has 
been  more  generally  adopted,  oc 
more  effectual,  than  that  of  intoxica- 
tion with  spirituous  liquors.  Other 
degrading  habits  are  limited  by  their 
own  nature,  and  by  the  rules  of  soci- 
ety, which  oblige  them  to  be  practis- 
ed, if  at  all,  in  utter  secresy,  or  by  the 
direct  operation  of  human  enactment. 
Drunkenness  stalks  abroad  in  the 
face  of  society,  meets  us  in  the  social 
circle  and  in  the  open  street,  and 


proceeds  unchecked  by  human  laws, 
unless  it  urge  to  the  commission  of 
acts  which  on  other  grounds  are 
regarded  as  criminal.  We  do  not 
look  for  it  to  other  times  or  to  dia« 
taat  nations.  We  have  it  constantly 
with  us,  polluting  our  high-ways  with 
its  noisome  presence,  and  offending 
our  sight  at  almost  every  step.  That 
so  glaring  an  evil  should  have  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  the  divine  and 
tbe  moralist^ is  not  surprising;  va 
wonder  not  that  they  have  launched 
their  anathemas  against  it  from  the 
pulpit  and  the  press :  but  we  may 
fee)  some  degree  of  surprise  that  so 
little  interest  in  this  anbjoct  has  been 
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Difttteft  liy  iIm  pbjrtoiologist  ftod 
tlM  phjrsidaD  ;  tkftt  these  should  aot^ 
by  imwMi^ltng  ki  causes  ftiid  devis- 
ing meeiis  for  its  aire,  have  eo5pe« 
.  sated  iDoro  earnestly  with  the  former^ 
aad  lent  their  aid  toward  the  destfuc* 
Ilea  «f  Ihe  commoii  enemy.  We 
hope  that  this  reproach  on  the  medi- 
cal faculty  will  soon  cease  to  eiist, 
end  that,  by  the  labors  of  the  wise 
and  good  in  this  prslessioo,  some- 
thing may  ere  long  he  effected  to- 
ward the  accomplishment  of  so  de- 
sirable an  object. 

Drunkenness  may  be  considered 
nnder  the  following  heads,  viz :— 1. 
Its  causes. — 2.  The  phenomena  by 
which  its  presence  is  indicated. — 3. 
Its  immediate  and  remote  effects  on 
the  system. — 4.  Its  prevention  and 
cure. — The  following  remarks  will 
regard  principally  the  first  and  last 
of  these  topics,  as  it  is  from  the 
consideration  and  doe  understanding 
of  thbse  that  we  are  to  expect  the 
most  important  practical  results. 

That  a  taste  for  spirituous  liquors 
is  acquired,  and  not  natural,  may  be 
inferred  from  the  aversion  which 
infants  and  young  children  usually 
testify  against  them  ;  and  with  many, 
perhaps  the  majority  of  persons,  the 
taste  ofpure  wine  or  spirit  continues 
in  after  life  to  be  more  or  less  disa- 
greeable. An  exception  to  this  re- 
mark is  to  be  found  in  the  sweet 
wines,  particularly  those  containing 
carbonic  acid,  and  in  cordials ;  in 
which  the  taste  of  the  spirit  is  dis- 
guised by  the  saccharine  ingredient. 
A  fond eess  for  wine,  however,  may 
be  acquired  at  a  very  early  period  ; 
and  the  questionable  practice  of  in- 
dulging young  children  in  the  use^of 


it  is  certainly  too  general*  In  Ihie 
way  I  one  ef  the  barriers  to  intern* 
perance  is  ear^  removed  ;  the  hi^bit 
of  nsiag  this  stimalus  commences  as 
ii  were  with  the  cradle,  and  the 
progress  of  time  naturally  serves  to 
confirm  it. 

A  more  effectual  method,  howe- 
ver, of  overcoming  this  inherent 
aversion  to  Hquor,  is  adopted  with 
mistaken  kindness  by  the  inconside- 
rate and  ignorant.  It  is  not  an  on- 
common  practice,  among  the  lower 
orders  of  the  Irish,  tp  treat  their 
children  with  small  quantities  of 
tbeir  own  fiivorite  beverage ;  and 
lest  their  inexperienced  appetites 
should  revolt  at  the  draught,  care  is 
taken  to  add  sufficient  sugar  to  dis- 
guise its  real  taste ;  and  thiis  the  fond- 
ness for  this  article,  which  was  im- 
planted for  the  wisest  purposes,  is 
made  a  lure  to  induce  them  to  re- 
ceive what  their  very  instinct  pro- 
nounces to  be  a  poison. 

Those  who  escape  the  dangers  of 
childhood  are  reserved  for  other  and 
greater  perils  in  youth.  The  temp- 
tation comes  to  ihe  higher  classes 
through  the  medium  of  convivial 
meetings,  in  whrch  indulgence  fa 
drinking  is  at  once  tiie  cause  and 
the  consequence  of  social  feeling. 
Even  those  who  dislike,  cannot  re- 
fuse the  potation  ;  and  what  was  at 
first  taken  under  the  influence  nf 
excitement,  comes  soon  to  he  resort 
ed  to  as  a  means  of  recalling  a  simi- 
lar elevation.  Fortunately,  the  rules 
ef  society  attach  a  stigma  to  the  oc- 
currence of  absolute  drunkenness, 
even  at  convivial  meetings,  and  he 
who  would  preserve  the  respect  of 
bis  acquaintance^  must  even  in  ehrie- 
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ty  keep  within  certain  limits.  But 
this  check,  though  a  strong  onf,  is 
not  always  sufficient ;  and  he  who 
has  learned  to  enjoy  drinking  for  its 
own  sake,  may,  when  shame  or  ne- 
'  cessity  compel  him  to  restrain  his 
appetite  in  the  presence  of  others, 
indemnify  himself  for  this  privation 
in  the  solitude  of  his  own  apartment, 
where  he  can  practise,  without  con* 
trol,  the  fatal  lessons  he  has  received 
in  scenes  of  social  gaiety. 

But  if  the  progress  from  moderate 
to  excessive  indulgence  is  thus  easily 
made  by  the  refined  sensualist,  it  is 
far  more  easy  in  another  portion  of 
society,  in  whom  the  restraint  is  less, 
while  the  temptation  is  immeasurably 
greater.  The  laborer  finds  in  ardent 
spirits  a  temporary  defence  against 
his  worst  enemies,  cold  and  hunger. 
When  fatigued  by  labor,  they  restore 
his  strength  •  when  without  employ- 
ment, they  serve  to  banish  the  t«di* 
um  of  absolute  idleness.  A  certain 
degree  of  indulgence  in  spirit  be- 
comes, therefore,  to  the  laboring 
.class,  almost  a  matter  of  necessity ; 
drinking  is  an  afiair  of  daily  occur- 
rence, and  the  gradual  increase  of 
the  potation  leads  on  to  confirmed 
and  inveterate  drunkenness. 

Another  cause  of  intemperance, 
common  to  all  classes,  may  be  found 
la  the  depression  of  spirits  conse- 
quent on  misfortune.  The  loss  of 
friends  or  of  wealth,  the  disappoint- 
ment of  long-cherished  hopes,  drive 
many  unfortunate  persons  to  indul- 
gence in  ardent  spirit  as  a  means  of 
drowning  sorrow.  This  class  of 
drunkards  is  surely  the  most  to  be 
pitied. 

The  prevention  of  drunkenness  is 


evidently  to  be  sought  for  ta  the  r»» 
moval  of  those  causes  which  have 
been  mentioned  as  leading  to  it. 
The  practice  of  giving  liquor  to 
children  is  strongly  to  be  reprobat- 
ed ;  they  should  on  no  aeconat  be 
indulged  in  the  use  of  it,«ven  in  the 
most  moderate  degree;  since  the 
very  aversion  which  the  taste  of  the 
article,when  unsophisticated,  inspires, 
may  be  the  means  of  saving  many 
from  the  miseries  incident  to  its  use  ; 
-*to  remove  it,  therefore,  by  this 
early  initiation  into  the  practice,  it 
scarcely  less  than  mildness.  For 
the  rest,  that  species  of  drunkenness 
which  is  the  consequence  of  social 
indulgence  can  only  be  prevented 
by  avoiding  scenes  of  dissipation: 
and  in  those  who  are  betrayed  into 
it  by  the  habits  of  manual  labor, 
which  stem  to  demand  such  a  sup- 
port, a  conviction  must  if  possible  be 
created,  that  no  actual  increase  of 
corporeal  vigor  can  be  obtained  bj 
such  m^ans;  that  their  potations, 
instead  of  strengthening,  actually 
weaken  them ;  that,  while  they  pro- 
duce an  excitement  of  the  brain 
which  impels  them  to  put  forth  more 
than  the  usual  amount  of  muscular 
force,  they  waste  this  force  in  a  far 
greater  degree  than  they  call  it  into 
exercise.  To  the  depressed  and  un- 
fortunate, the  means  of  preventing 
this  habit  are  also  open  ;  they  con- 
sist in  a  due  regulation  of  the  mind| 
in  resisting  the  influence  of  despond- 
ence, and  in  seeking  new  channels 
of  industry  and  exertion* 

The  remaining  topic,  and  by  far 
the  most  interesting  which  presents 
itself  in  connection  with  this  subject, 
is  that  of  arresting  this  vice  in  its 
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progrMy-H-^if  curing,  id  other  words^ 
the  disease  of  drunkenness.  -  Those 
which  have  been  proposed  for  this 
purpose  may  be  arranged  in  two 
general  dasses,  namely  the  physical 
•od  the  moral ;  and  it  has  been,  per* 
haps,  by  adopting  one  of  these  class- 
es  of  remedies  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  other,  that  both  have  so  often 
proved  unavailing. 

Before  consideringi  however,  the 
advantage  to  be  derived  firom  their 
combination,  an  important  question 
presents  itself.  How  far  is  it  safe, 
supposing  it  can  be  effected,  to  pot  a 
sudden  check  to  a  course  of  intem- 
perance,  which  has  continued  for  a 
considerable  time?  Does  not  the 
system  at  last  become  so  habituated 
to  the  indulgence,  that  it  cannot  be 
given  up  without  danger  to  life  ?-* 
If  so,  after  what  period  does  this  state 
of  the  system  occur,  and  by  what 
symptoms  is  it  recognised  ? 

We  have  said  that  this  question 
was  an  important  one.  It  seems 
peculiarly  so  when  we  consider,  that 
in  many  cases  of  confirmed  drunken- 
ness, almost  the  only  hope  of  cure  is 
presented  by  the  chance  of  giving 
the  system  some  sudden  shock,  by 
which  the  habit  may  at  once  be 
broken  up  ;  and  if  this  course  is  at- 
tended with  imminent  danger  to  life, 
the  physician  or  friend  will  be  com- 
pelled, in  such  case,  to  leave  tlie  in- 
dividual to  bis  fate,  since,  of  howe- 
ver little  value  his  life  may  be  under 
such  circumstances,  he  cannot  be 
justified  in  taking  it  from  him.  What 
then  is  the  amount  of  evidence  by 
which  such  a  state  of  things,  at  any 
assigned  period  of  the  drunkard's 
progress^  is  made  out? 


The  ground  which  Is  taken  by  the 
advisers  of  moderate  measures,  in 
the  cases  alluded  to^  seems  to  be 
this  ;-^thAt  there  are  certain  states 
<yf  the  system,  induced  by  the  conti- 
nued action  of  morbid  agents,  which 
cause  the  sudden  cessation  of  these 
actions  to  be  attended  with  danger. 
Thus  it  is  said  that  persons  accus- 
tomed to  the  noisome  atmosphere  of 
a  dungeon,  have  borne  with  difficulty 
R  sudden  transfer  to  a  purer  medium  ; 
and  that  those  who  have  become 
climated  in  an  unhealthy  country, 
contract  diseases  on  removing  to 
other  regions.  From  these  and  si* 
milar  facts  it  is  argued,  that  however 
morbid  may  be  the  actions  of  the 
system  which  result  from  intempe- 
rance, the  constitution  becomes  at 
length  inured  to  these  actions,  and 
they  cannot  suddenly  be  interrupted 
without  imminent  hazard. 

This  argument,  although  specious, 
will  not,  perhaps,  on  examination, 
be  found  altogether  conclusive  ;  for, 
although  the  malaria  of  a  prison  and 
the  atmosphere  of  an  unhealthy  cli- 
mate are  in  general  noxious  agents, 
it  will  not  be  contended  that  they 
are  so  in  the  instances  cited.  In- 
stead of  acting  as  poisons,  they  have, 
by  the  supposition,  become  necessi^ 
ry  to  the  health.  If  it  were  neces- 
sary to  seek,  in  the  influence  of  at- 
mosphere, an  example  analogous  to 
that  of  intemperance,  we  should  se- 
lect a  better  one,  perhaps,  in  the  in- 
stance of  intermittents  from  marsh 
miasma.  The  case  of  a  person  suf- 
fering from  tertian  or  quartan  ague, 
is  not  very  difierent  from  that  of  the 
periodical  drunkard,  who  permits  an 
interval  of  three  or  four  days  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


7SS 


BOSTON  ICEBICAX.  AND  fURGIGAL  JOtTSNAU 


alapM  ketween  Ui  potatidas;  md 
diruDkarda  of  this  tort  are  aot  ex* 
oeedioglj  rare.  Yet  we  should  Ksiicb 
qtwstioD  the  judgmeat  of  that  practi* 
tiooer  trho  should  caotioa  the  patieat 
with  iDtermitteat  against  changiog 
bn  situation,  lest  the  attacks  of  ague 
should  suddenly  ceasoy  and  thos  his 
system  be  deprived  of  its  accustomed 
revolutions.  If  indeed  our  judgment 
an  this  subject  is  to  be  formed  from 
analogy,  perhaps '  a  better  one  may 
be  found  in  the  influence  of  some 
other  morbid  poisons,  the  habitual 
actions  of  which  on  the  system  are 
the  necessary  condition  of  certain 
fcindr  of  occupation,  or  from  peculiar 
circumstances  have  been  found  com* 
-mon  to  a  large  number  of  persons. 
Numbecs  of  workmen,  as  is  well 
known,  are  conatanily  employed  in 
separating  quicksilver  'from  its  ores, 
and  the  consequence  of  a  constant 
contact  with  this  substance  Is  the 
ruin  of  their  bealih  ;  but  We  never 
hear  of  their  suffering  from  being 
removed  from  these  influences, 
4hough  a  circumstance  not  likely,  if 
true,  to  have  escaped  observation* 
Individuals  habitually  using  wines 
adulterated  with  lead  may  be  sup- 
posed to  become  at  lenfftb  accustom* 
ad  to  their  influence  ;  yet  we  appro- 
bend  iittle  caution  would  be  thought 
necessary  in  directing  such  persons 
to  abandon  so  perilous  a  habit. 
Painters  become,  in  a  certain  sense, 
habituated  to  the  same  netal ;  yet 
'we  should  hardly  think  of  giving 
such  advice  to  one  who  was  reco* 
irering  from  colica  pictooum,  as 
would  render  probable  the  return  of 
the  (fisease,  last  the  too  sudden  abao> 
dooment  of  the  system  by  such  m 


companiao  shaald  prova  aa  ia(j«rio«a 
change.  Is  it  arged  that  in  tbas^ 
cases  the  organic  and  not  the  Jiehr- 
cos  system  is  cooceroed  $  wa  augki 
still  adduce -toora  apprapriaia  isk 
stances.  Thoae  ssignged  ia  waaipM 
latioBs  in  which  oarcotic  sobstaacaa 
are  employed,  are  known  ta  be  uih 
favorably  affected  by  their  iaflaanca. 
But  we  doubt  whether  a  change  of 
occupation,  in  such  persons,  has  ever 
been  found  to  produce  those  fatal 
efiects  which  might,  on  this  theory, 
be  expected  from  it,  and  we  are  car- 
laialy  inclined  to  believe  thecotilrary. 
We  may  perhaps  pursue  this  in- 
quiry more  prafiubly,  however,  by 
considering  the  peculiar  symptoina 
of  that  stage  of  drunkenness  to  which, 
if  to  any,  the  argument  is  applicable. 
It  is  acknowledged  oa  all  hands, 
that  so  long  as  the  indulgence  in 
liquor  is  bat  occask>nal,  so  long  aa 
it  cannot  be  caHed  a  habit,  the  daa- 
gar  from  its  omission  is  too  trifling 
to  be  regarded.  On  the  other  iiaod, 
it  b  conceded  that  when,  from  ioog- 
oonlinued  intemperance;  structural 
changes  have  been  produced,  such 
as  occur  in  the  liver  and  other  visce* 
ra,  the  stimulant  must  be  discontiao- 
ed  at  all  hazards.  The  state  betweeo 
these, — that  in  which  intoxication  ia 
cooflrmed  into  a  habit,  but  without 
having  as  yet  produced  its  worst  ef- 
fects on  the  constitution, — is  the  cri- 
tical period.  At  this  period  the 
drunkard  experiences  his  periodical 
cravings  for  hb  dram, — that  inward 
gnawing  which  cannot  be  home,  and 
which  must  be  relieved,  aad  can  ba 
relieved  only  ^  renewing  the  ine- 
briating draug^.  If  thb  were  indeed 
the  only  condition  of  escape  from 
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th«  Mffariog  of  tbii  tiatiy  the  condi* 
lioA  of  ttaa  druokard  would  bo  truly 
deplorable ;  since  the  inevitable  ef^ 
feet  of  driukiiig^  would  thus  become 
'  its  ueceeeary  cause.  But  tbis  is  cer* 
taialjr  wM  Ike  case ;  for  tbe  most  la*' 
velerale  drioker  will  oAea  allow  tbis 
Slate  t6  sobsidoy  aa  it  will  at  l^gth 
of  its  Qwa  accord,  or  relieve  it  by 
other  means,  and  wiU  wait  till  the 
balance  of  bis  system  is  restored  and 
Us  strengib  renewed,  before  be  vea* 
tflnres  to  repeet  the  indt^genee.  That 
a  certaia  craving  sensation  is  the  im* 
mediate  consequence  of  a  fit  of  iur 
temperance^  is  in  the  great  proper- 
tjoo  of  cases  undoubtedly  true  ;  but 
to  confound  this  with  the  morbid  ap^ 
petite  which'  induced  the  indulgence, 
is,  we  apprehend,  a  serious  error. 
The  drunkard,  in  repeating  hie 
draught,  is  not  always  impelled  to  it 
by  a  necessity  arising  from  the  re- 
action which  succeeds  his  last  pota* 
tion  :  this  reaction  brings  with  it  re- 
pentance and  loathing ;  and  often  It 
is  not  till  these  have  passed  away, 
that  th(ii  desire  for  liquor  returns,— 
a  desire  which  his  resolution  is  not 
able  to  withstand. 

Admlttiug,  then,  what  cannot  be 
denied,  that  the  drunkard  who  is 
used  to  periodical  libations  will,  at 
the  return  of  certain  periods,  leel  aa 
alinoaS>  irresistible  longing  fur  bis 
usual  gratification,  it  by  no  means 
follows  that  the  resistance  of  this 
longing,  even  to  the  entire  omission 
of  the  stimulus,  will  be  followed  by 
any  dangerous  consequence ;  on  tbe 
contrary,  both  reason  and  experience 
teaob  that  if  successfully  resisted  in 
one  instance,  the  temptation  will 
recur  each  time  with  less  power,  and 


at  length  entirely  cease.  That  na^ 
ill  consequences  follow  the  omission 
in  these  cases,  ia  confessedly  not 
proved,  and  is  perhaps  incapable  of 
proof;  but  the  cases  where  such 
have  been  supposed  to  occur  are 
very  few,  and  by  no  means  sufil> 
dently  decisive  to  warrant  the  in- 
ference that  such  omission  is  attend- 
ed with  serious  danger.. 

But  defective  aa  the  supposition 
alhided  to  is  in  point  of  argtiment,  it 
is  still  in  accordance  with  a  common 
prejudice  ;  and  if  the  dronhard  could 
be  made  to  give  up  hi)  potations  by 
degrees,  the  end  in  view  woold  be 
equally  obtained^  and  perhaps  with 
less  suflering  on  bis  part  than  if  they 
were  at  once  to  be  abandoned.  IBut 
it  is  in  the  practical  application ,  of 
the  theory  that  the  main  difficulty 
lies.  Many  ingenious  expedients  are 
indeed  recorded  by  wliich  tbe  victim 
of  intoxication-  has  been  induced  to 
abridge,  from  day  to  day,  the  quanti* 
ty  of  his  liquor.  But,  for  the  most 
part,  such  expedients  always  have, 
and,  from  the  nature  of  things,  alwa3rs 
must  prove  futile.  Tbe  drunkard 
cannot  renounce  his  habits  by  de- 
grees. He  cannot  day  after  day 
repeat  the  labor  of  self-denial,  which 
is  as  essentially  necessary  to  a  reduc* 
tion,  as  to  a  total  omission  of  his 
draught  Nor  would  he  find,  we 
imagine,  in  the  diminished  quantity^ 
a  charm  to  dissipate  completely  that 
uneasy  sensation  from  which  so  much  ' 
danger  is  dreaded.  This  sensation 
is  a  feeling  of  pain,  and  unleis  enough 
be  taken  to  stupify  it,  will  not  be 
effectually  relieved.  There  will  still 
remain  a  desire  for  more  ;  and  this> 
if  resisted  tea  times  and  then  yielded 
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to  oDce,  will  undo  io  a  momoDt  the 
work  of  80  much  time  and  labor. 
J  It  is  thea  alike  the  dictate  of  rea- 

l  soa  and  of  experience,  that  the 
drunkard  should  s^op  short  in  his 
career,  at  whatever  point  of  his 
downward  course  be  may  have  ar- 
rived, and  at  once  forsake  the  habit 
which  is  hurrying  him  to  ruin.  The 
effort  to  do  this  will  of  course  result 
principally  from  his  own  resolution ; 
but  no  inconsiderable  aid  for  this 
purpose  can  be  afforded  him  by  his 
friend  or  medical  adviser.  He  will 
set  before  him,  io  strong  language, 
the  tremendous  consequences  of  the 
course' he  is  pursuing;  the  loss  of 
health,  of  reputation,  of  domestic 
comfort,  of  everything  which  makes 
life  valuable,  and  in  fine  of  life  itself. 
This  indeed  is  all  which,  until  of 
late,  it  seems  to  have  been  thought 
possible  to  do  for  the  drunkard,  and 
when  these  failed,  he  was  to  be  left 
to  his  fate.  Recently,  however,  an- 
other indication  for  the  cure  of  in* 
temperance  has  been  suggested, 
which  has  been  acted  on  with  con- 
siderable success,  viz.,  that  of  in- 
spiring a  disgust  for  the  liquor,  by 
administering  it  in  union  with  some 
article  disgusting  in  taste,  or  disa- 
greeable and  painful  In  its  effects, 
and  especially  with  such  as  possess 
an  emetic  property.  On  this  princi- 
ple certain  •  popular  compounds  have 
been  formed,  containing  antimony, 
or  some  other  emetic,  as  their  prin- 
cipal ingredient,  combined  with 
some  article  capable  of  communi- 
cating to  the  whole  a  distinct  and 
peculiar  flavor.  A  certain  quantity 
of  this  compound  being  added  to  the 
favorite  liquor,  causes  it  to  produce 


▼omitlog  and  tmusea ;  the  recollec- 
tion' of  which  being  assoctatod  with 
the  spirit,  is  intended  to  inspire  the 
drunkard  with  a  lasting  aTersion  for 
the  latter.  Whether  the  circnosstance 
of  sapidity  in  the  article  employed 
would  favor  this  effect,  might  well 
be  doubted  ;  since  the  peculiar  taste, 
against  which  the  disgust  is  inspired, 
is  not  that  of  the  liquor  itself,  but  of 
something  distinct  from  it,  and  would 
therefore  seem  less  likely  to  produce 
the  desired  effect.  In  practice,  bow- 
ever,  sapid  articles  have  obtained 
the  preference. 

With  respect  to  the  probability  of 
a  cure  from  this  mode  of  treatment, 
we  seem  scarce  able  as  yet  to  form 
a  decisive  judgment.  Id  many  in- 
stances its  success  has  been  uneqni^ 
vocal  and  entire ;  the  individuals 
having  contracted  so  complete  m  dis- 
gust for  spirit,  as  never  to  have  tasted 
it  afterward.  In  a  greater  aomber 
ibis  effect'has  been  temporary,  lasting 
for  months  or  weeks  only,  while  la 
some,  little  or  no  effect  has  beea 
produced.  The  conclusion  which 
may  be  gathered  from  the  reports  of 
the  most  intelligent  persons 
have  made  trial  of  this  method, 
to  be  this ; — that  where  the  moral 
powers  are  strong,  where  the  indivL 
dual  has  been  capable  of  reflection 
and  possessed  of  some  decisioa  of  ^ 
character,  these  have  stood  him  In 
stead  against  the  diminished  tempta- 
tion ;  so  that,  though  the  mere  ani- 
mal disgust  would  ere  long  be  effaced,, 
time  will  in  the  mean  time  have  beea. 
afforded  to  the  patient  to  experience' 
the  advantage  of  regular  habits,  andj 
for  a  moral  energy  to  be  awakened 
adequate  to  prevent  him  from  incurs 
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rtDg[  a  second  time  the  danger  be  has 
once  escaped, — while  on  the  other 
handy  in  the  man  of  a  feehle  mind, 
and  without  force  of  character,  the 
temptation  will  gradually  regain  all 
its  original  power,  and  the  habit  re- 
assume  its  pristine  dominion. 


TAOCINX  MATTEE. 

The  French  Academy  of  Medical 
Science  approve  of  a  method  of  pre- 
serving this  substance  for  transporta- 
tion, by  enclosing  a  quill,  prepared  in 
the  usual  manner  and  dipped  in  it, 
In  another  quill  of  similar  shape  and 
size,  both  having  been  cut  so  as  to 
retain  at  their  largest  end  a  portion 
of  solid  substance,  sufficient  to  ex- 
clude the  air.  In  this  way  it  is  said 
the  matter  may  be  preserved  a  long 
time,  if  taken  as  early  as  i\ie  fflh  or 
sixth  day,  before  it  has  lost  its  aque- 
ous character.  If  taken  later,  it  is 
said  to  have  more  tendency  to  de- 
composition. We  have  often  seen 
this  mode  adopted  as  a  convenient 
one  '  fur  transporting  matter  ;  but 
where  preservation  for  a  considera- 
ble time  is  required,  the  old  method 
of  enclosing  the  fresh  virus  between 
two  plates  of  glass  seems  to  us  pre- 
ferable. Whichever  mode  is  adopt- 
ed, an  external  covering  is  requisite 
as  a  preservative  from  light. 

Variolaria. — A  very  valuable  ad- 
dition is  now  making  to  the  materia 


medica  by  the  foreign  chemists, 
though  we  believe  that  it  has  not 
yet  found  its  way  to  England.  It 
consists  in  the  use  of  variolaria  as  a 
substitute  for  quinine.  This  species 
of  lichen  grows  in  abundance  on  the 
bark  of  the  beech  tree  in  mouotaio- 
oUs  districts  ;  and,  from  experiments, 
we  believe,  first  tried  by  M.  Casse- 
beer,  it  is  proved  to  have^  the  same 
febrifuge  qualities  as  the  I^eruvian 
bark. — English  Paper. 

Transfusion, — The  unfortunate 
man  who  yesterday  underwent  the 
operation  of  having  blood  transfused 
into  his  veins  by  Mr.  Green,  at  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital,  as  the  only 
means  left  to  restore  his  life,  sank 
under  exhaustion,  and  died  yesterday 
afternoon  at  three  o'clock. — The 
last  successful  case  of  transfusion  of 
blood  was  performed  upon  a  lady  at 
Walworth  by  Dr.  Blundell,  on  the 
7th  of  December,  1828.— J*. 

The  Siamese  Brothers. — These 
twins  arrived  in  London,  in  good 
health,  on  the  20th  of  November. 
An  account  of  them,  drawn  apparently 
from  that  of  Dr.  Warren,  has  been 
presented  to  the  French  Academy 
by  Drl  Niles,  of  Paris, — formerly  of 
this  city.  A  report  on  the  subject 
has  been  delivered  by  M.  Geoffroy 
St.  Hilaire,  but  the  substance  of  this 
latter  we  have  not  yet  learnt.— These 
twins  are  represented,  in  an  English 
Journal,  as  a  native  American  / 


WEEKLY   HBFORT   OF   DBATtim  IN 

BOSTON,  ENDING  DECEMBER  19. 

Dat.  |Sez.|AffA  |               DiaeaM.                    | 

Date.  |Sex.|Age.  |                 Diaeaae. 

Dec  10. 

F.  17  yn  rheamatic  feror 

14. 

M. 

10  mo  lunff  fever 
64  yra' brain  fever 

11. 

F.  14  mo  measlM 

M. 

F.  87jrrt  inflammation  of  bladder 

16. 

M. 

12  mo  unknown 

M.  29       jcoDfumptioD 

16. 

M. 

4  yra 

wonna 

M.  12  mo  iDfaotile 

M. 

4 

diaeaae  of  the  heiul 

M.  34  yn  conauroption 
F.  44       (typhoua  fever 

17. 

P. 

79 

old  age 

12. 

F. 

10 

unknown 

t 

M. 

26 

accidental 

M.i  7        lung  fever 

M. 

60 

diaeaae  of  the  heart 

F.  88  yra  eonaumption 

M. 

80 

accidental 

M.  8  1-2 

croup 

F. 

18  mo 

dropey  in  the  head 

F.  80 

old  age 

18. 

F.  16       1             do. 

13. 

M.  68 

eonaumption 

19. 

M.  ,86  jra  intemperance 

F.'67       lunknown                             | 

Malea,  le-Femalei.  11.   Total,  27. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


^  MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 

THE  M£DICAL  LECTURES  *  at 
BOWDOIN  COLLEGE  will  c6m- 
mence  on  TUESDAY,  February  23, 1830. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  Joh» 

DrLAMATTBR,  M.D. 

Aamtomy  and  6ui«;ery,  by  J.  D.  Wxlu, 

M.D. 
Midwifery,  by  James  McKkvv,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  ?• 

Clsavkuand,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabivet  is  exten- 
tiTc,  and  very  valuable. 

The  Library,  already  one  of  the  best 
Medical  Libraries  in  the  United  States, 
oontinnes  to  be  every  year  enriched  by 
Kew  Works,  both  foreigpn  and  domestic. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of 
this  Institution,  is  required  to  present  sa- 
titfoctory  evidence  that  he  possesses  a 
|ood  moral  character. 

The  amoant  of  fees  for  admission  to  all 
the  Lecturer  is  $  50.  Graduating  fee, 
including  diploma,  $  10.  There  is  no 
matriculating  feor  The  Lectures  continue 
three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of 
the  Lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  fol- 
lowing Commencement  of  the  College  in 
September.  A  systematic  course  of  in- 
struction, embracing  Recitations  in  all 
the  branches  of  Medical  Science,  Demon- 
strations, and  Lectures,  will  be  given  by 
the  Professors,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  annual  courses  of  l.«ctures. 

Boarding  may  be  obtained  in  the  Com- 
mons Hall  at  a  very  reasonable  price. 

Bruntmek^  Dec,  4,  1829. 

Dec.  16.-^teop. 

NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

JUST  pubUshcd,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,— Malaria ;  an 
Essay  on  the  Production  and  Propagation 
of  this  Poison.  By  Jour  McCijli.ocm, 
M;D.  F.R.S.,  kc.  &c. 

An  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Inter- 
tial  Ear.  By  I.  A.  Saisst,  M.D.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French,  by  Nathah  R. 
Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Maryland ;  with  a  Supple- 
ment on  Diseases  of  the  External  EaJr,  by 
the  Translator. 

Observations  on  the  Utility  and  Admi- 
nistration of  Purgative  Medicines,  in  seve- 
ral Diseases:  By  James  Hamiwow,  M. 
D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 


sidans,  kc  kc.    Ttom  the  Fifth 

burgh  Edition. 

A  Treatise  on  Pathological  Anatomy* 
By  William  E.HoRmt,  MJ).,  Adiiinct 
Professbr  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Surgeon  at  the  Infirmary 
of  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  M«Bb6r 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
ice. 

Elements  of  Operative  Smjwy  Tran». 
lated  from  the  French  of  A.  TAvERBiMa, 
Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  Faculty  of  Pa- 
ris, &c.,  with  copious  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions.    ByS.  D.  Gross,  M.D. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Nature,  Cause  and 
Treatment  of  Contagious  Typhus.  From 
the  G«rman  of  J.  Val  De  Hildebbravs, 
Imperial  and  Royal  Counsellor,  Professor 
of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vienna,  Ac  kc.  By  S.  D.  Grom, 
M.D. 

An  Essay  on  the  Morbid  Sensibility  of 
the  Stomach  and  Bowels.      By   James 

JOHNSOB,  M.D. 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Chemistry, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Pharmacy.  For 
the  Use  of  Students.  By  Robert  Hoof- 
er, M.D. Dec,  gg. 

MORBID  ANATOMY. 

CARTER  k  HENDEE  have  joBl  re- 
ceived,^The  Morbid  Anatomy  of 
the  Stomach,  Bowels  and  Liver ;  illus- 
trated by  a  Series  of  Plates  from  Drawings 
after  Nature,  with  explanatory  letter 
press,  and  a  Summary  of  the  Symptoms 
of  the  Acute  and  Chronic  Affections  of  the 
above-named  Organs.  By  Jorm  Arm- 
8TR0BG,  M.D. 

The  above  work  will  be  completed  in 
six  numbers,  at  $6,00  each.  Three 
numbers  are  already  published.  Sub- 
scriptions received  by  C.  &  H. 

Oct.  6. 


MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKE. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
'  TER  k  HENDEE,— A  Memoir  of 
Edward  A.  HoltoEE,  M.D.  LL.D.,  pre- 
pared in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 

A  TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C  .G.  Hbfelabd,  Fhysiciaa 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  k  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 


Published  weekly,  by  Johh  Cottob,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklm  Sc^  to 
bom  all  communioatioBs  must  1)#  addressed,  postpotd.— Price  Xhr«^  dollars  per  aBnom,if 
lid  ia  adfanoe,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,*  and  foar  doUacB  € 
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L 

MODERN  MEDICAL  ETHICS  ; 

Or   State  Mcunins   in  Medicine. 

By    Philo-Ethicus,    ^rtium 

Magisttr^  ^c. 

(Chapter  the  First.) 
Medical  Ethics  (iu  the  modern 
sense)  must  be  considered  the  most 
important  branch  of  our  profession- 
al studies,  because  it  involves  the 
science  of  life  (a  knowledge  of  hu- 
man nature)  and  the  art  of  turning 
that  knowledge  to  the  greatest 
possible  advantage.  Now  it  is 
very  remarkable  that,  although 
this  noble  science  of  life,  this  use- 
ful art^  has  been  cultivated  with 
great  success  during  the  last  twen- 
ty years,  and  is  now  brought  to  the 
hi2:hest  degree  of  perfection,  not  a 
line  has  been  written  on  the  sub- 
ject, or  any  code  of  instructions 
put  on  record,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  riring  or  the  falling  generation! 
It  appears  to  be  what  lawyers  call 
the  LEX  NON  scRiPTA  ; — it  is  per- 
fectly well  understood  by  adepts  ; 
but  hitherto  it  has  been  thought 
incapable  of  taking  a  tangible 
shape,  even  under  the  creative 
power  of  the  press.  We  believe 
this  is  partly  true  ;  for  much  of 
the  noble  art  is,  like  the  tact  or 
even  the  skill  of  the  physician,  in- 
communicable by  words.  ^ut 
still  we  hope  to  show  that  there 
are  fundamental  maxims  in  medi- 
cal ethics  which  will  prove  useful 
text-books  for  those  who  are  de- 

47 


sirous  of  making  progress  in  the 
art.  Some  one  has  said,  ^'ars 
tot  a  in  observationibus^' — that  is, 
medical  practice  consists  entirely 
in  the  treatment  of  single  cases* 
So  in  medical  ethics,  the  whole 
consists  of  insulated  maxims  found- 
ed on  observation.  These  maxims 
require  no. particular  arrangement 
— at  least  we  shall  give  them  none 
— but  we  will  set  them  down  as 
they  occur  to  our  recollection,  an4 
solicit  the  assistance  of  our  friends 
in  augmenting  the  list  from  time  to 
time.  We  shall  commence  with 
the  medical  man's  initiation  into 
practice.  With  the  previous  edu- 
cation, classical  or  professional, 
we  have  nothing  to  do.  There 
are  different  opinions  respecting 
the  necessity  of  either ;  and  we 
shall  not  attempt  to  unloose  the 
Gordian  knot. 

CHiPTER  I. 
Maxim  I. 

Set  up  your  carriage.  Without 
this  symbol  you  cannot  get  into 
practice — without  it,  you  could 
not  get  through  practice — and 
wfthout  it,  you  should  not' go  otd 
of  practice.  To  get  into  practice, 
let  your  carriage  be  elegant,  your 
liveries  splendid,  your  horses  very 
fast  goers.  If  they  run  over  half 
a  dozen  hapless  pedestrians  annuali- 
ly,  and  your  coachman  is  punished 
by  the  magistrates,  all  the  better, 
Even  an  occasional  deodand  will 
be  a  Godsend  in  the  way  of  repe- 
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tation.  To  get  through  practice, 
you  may  slacken  joar  pace,  reduce 
the  breadth  of  the  embroidery  on 
your  liveries,  paint  your  carriage 
but.  once  in  three  years,  and  ex- 
change your  blood  horses  for  com- 
mon jobs.  To  get  out  of  practice, 
it  is  not  essentially  necessary  to 
put  down  your  carriage.  There 
are  many  other  auxiliaries,  which 
it  would  be  useless  to  mention. 
The  progress  is  somewhat  analo- 
gous to  that  of  parturition, — it  is 
wonderful  what  Nat¥Re  and  Time 
will  do  in  this  way  ! 

You  should  never  be  seen  lolling 
about  in  your  carriage,  **  spying 
farlies"  out  of  the  windows.  Al- 
ways appear  to  be  making  notes  of 
your  appointments  ;  and  ever  and 
anon  call  out  to  the  coachman  to 
quicken  his  pace.  Be  sure  to  have 
an  inkstand  pinned  in  front  of  the 
carriage,  and  keep  the  seat  strew- 
ed with  letters  from  your  patients. 

Max.  II. 

Dress  and  Address. — Great  at- 
tention should  be  paid  to  these, 
vih\\% getting  into  practice.  When 
your  reputation  is  tirmly  establish- 
ed, your  dress  may  be  slovenly 
even  to  malpropret^  ;  and  your 
.address  may  be  uncourteous  even 
to  rudeness,  with  considerable  ad- 
vantage. Strange  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, it  is  yet  a  certain  fact,  that 
it  is  nearly  as  difficult  to  throw  off 
as  to  acquire  a  well-earned  fame 
in  medicine.  On  the  other  hand, 
fame  without  a  solid  foundation,  is 
like  a  ship  without  ballast, — liable 
to  be  upset  by  the  first  squall. 

Max.  in. 
Search  the  juurnals  for  a  long 
catalogue  of  desperate  cases,  which 
you  are  to  get  carefully  by  heart, 
making  them  all  terminate  favora- 
bly uuder  your  own  superintend- 
ence!^     With  a  minute  retail  and 


detail  of  these,  you  are  to  entertaio 
each  of  your  patients  during  three- 
fourths  of  the  time  which  you  de- 
vote to  the  daily  visit.  You  are 
also  to  relate  the  same  histories  to 
every  individual  with  whom  you 
come  in  contact,  professional  or 
non-professional,  so  long  as  they 
have  patience  to  listen  to,  or  ere* 
dulity  to  believe  them.  This 
maxim  ranks  next  in  respectabili- 
ty, and  perhaps  success,  to  the  in- 
genious  patent  one  of  Dr.  Eady. 

Max.  IV. 

Never  appear  at  the  Opera, 
theatre,  public  assembly,  private 
party,  or  medical  society,  without 
a  well-arranged  plan  of  being  call- 
ed out, — in  other  words,  of  being 
^^  particularly  wanted,"  to  attend 
some  person  in  great  danger.  If 
any  noted  personage  caift  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  lend  his  or  her  oaoie, 
as  the  appellant  on  such  occasions, 
the  patronage  will  be  invaluable. 
The  moment  the  call  is  made,  you 
are  to  bustle  forth,  otherwise  the 
advantage  of  a  personal  recognition 
may  be  lost. 

Max.  V. 

Hospitals  and  Infirmaries.  There 
is  now  some  discrepancy  of  opiniob 
respecting  the  policy  of  connecting 
yourself  with  a  public  institution. 
If  you  are  very  clever^  you  will 
hardly  want  such  an  auxiliary  ; — 
if  very  much  the  reversey  you  may 
stand  a  chance  of  some  unpleasant 
exposures.  In  all  cases  it  is  very 
proper  to  present  yourself  as  a 
candidate,  taking  care  to  procure 
a  long  list  of  testimonials  for  the 
printed  circular  and  for  the  public 
advertisement.*     If  defeated,  you 

*  'i'here  is  not  thb  slightest  necessity 
even  to  announce  your  intention  to  cau- 
VJI8S  for  an  appointment  to  an  hospital  or 
dispensary,  when  any  vacancy  occurs. 
You  have  only  to  say  that  you  will,  on  a 
future  occoMon,  preseat  yoorself  a&  a  cau- 
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have  "  made  yourself  favorably 
known  to  the  public,"  and  are  en- 
tered on  the  list  for  every  future 
contest.  If  successful,  a  wide 
theatre  for  your  talents  and  inge- 
nuity is  opened.  As  a  matter  of 
course,  you  become  a  public  lec- 
turer; and  a  necessary  consequence 
is,  a  niche  in  the  Ticmpli<:  of 
Fame,  i.  e.,  the  head  of  the  first 
column  in  every  morning  paper. 
In  this  extended  metropolis,  it  is 
essential  that  every  facility  should 
be  given  to  students,  who  wish  to 
attend  your  lectures;  and  therefore 
the  partieularB  are  to  be  learnt,  not 
only  at  the  school  where  you  teach, 
but  at  all  the  medical  booksellers^ 
shops,  and  especially  at  your  own 
residence^  which  is  to  be  carefully 

Jointed  out  in  the  newspapers* 
»ut  beJtides  these  announcements, 
you  are  frequently  to  advertise 
your  lectures  on  a  new  and  specific 
plan.  Not  only  are  all  the  diseases 
on  which  you  descant  to  be  minute- 
ly enumerated  in  the  advertisement, 
but  the  principal  symptoms  of  tliese 
diseases  are  to  figure  in  the  columns 
of  the  Times,  Herald,  and  other 
fashionable  papers.  These  are 
your  golden  advertisements.''^ 

You  are  also  to  publish,  through 
every  possible  channel,  a  monthly 
or  quarterly  numerical  view  of 
your  public  practice,  according  to 
a  peculiar  plan  of  registry  of  your 
own.  The  following  specimen 
will  aflbrd  you  some  idea  of  the 
plan. 

Of  1000  patients  treated  at 
—— ,  during  the  month  of 
,  nine  hundred  were  com- 
pletely cured  ;   76   were   greatly 

•Hdate.  This  is  an  excelleDt  and  legiti- 
mate advertisement. 

*  It  is  not  necessary,  nor  is  it  at  all  ex- 
)iected,  that  lectures  should  be  actually 
delivered  by  those  who  keep  them  con- 
■tantly  advertised.  That  is  quite  a  se- 
(•arate  concern. 


relieved  ;  15  absented  themselves  ; 
9  were  discharged  incurable  ;  and 
1  died. 

In  visiting  outpatients  of  the 
hospital  or  dispensary,  you  should 
always  leave  your  carriage  or  ca- 
briolet at  the  door  of  the  best 
house  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
patient.  This  will  well  reward 
you  for  the  little  additional  walk. 

Max.  VI. 
You  must,  by  all  means,  make  a 
collection  of  diseased  structures, 
by  begging  all  morbid  parts  that 
your  friends  may  meet  with.  It  is 
not  of  the  slightest  importance  that 
you  should  be  acquainted  with  the 
histories  of  the  cases.  These  spe- 
cimens of  diseases^  or  "  Bottle 
Imps,"  you  are  to  keep  ranged  in 
the  room  where  you  see  your  pa- 
tients, or  in  a  neighboring  apart- 
ment ;  and  you  should  take  care  to 
show  them  to  all  your  patients, 
telling  them  that  these  were  the 
only  cases  which,  you  failed  to  cure 
in  your  extensive  practice,  and 
that  they  are  now  bottled  up  for  the 
benefit  of  the  living,  as  they  ena- 
ble you  to  detect  diseases  with  un- 
erring certainty.  This  is  a  mea-  ' 
sure  of  the  very  first  importance. 

Max.  VII. 
Write  a  book  ;  or  rather  get 
some  literary  hack  to  write  one 
for  you,  and  dedicate  it  at  once  to 
the  general  reader.  Medical  men 
have  neillier  time  to  read,  nor  mo* 
ney  to  buy  the  tentative  essays  of 
their  contemporaries  ; — address 
yourself,  therefore,  boldly  to  the 
whims,  prejudices,  fears  and  foi- 
bles of  the  public.  In  your  book, 
there  is  no  occasion  to  investigate 
principles,  but  only  to  display  the 
superiority  of  your  oivn  practice. 
Let  your  work  therefore  be  stud- 
ded with  desperate  cases,  all  ter- 
minating favorably,  after  the  first 
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ipen  ia  the  professioa  had  failed. 
Give  no  other  names  or  places  of 
residence    except   the    Duke     of 

A ,  the  Marquess  of  B , 

the  Earl  of  C ,  and  so  on  ;  and 

never  descend  lower  than  an  M.P. 
Interlard  the  cases  with  extracts 
of  letters  from  your  patients,  de- 
scribing their  complaints,  and  the 
freat  efficacy  of  year  medicines. 
)edicate  your  work  to  some  fash- 
ionable  physician  or  surgeon,  from 
whom  you  will  be  sure  to  receive 
a  complimentary  letter  that  will 
be  very  serviceable  on  many  occa- 
sions afterwards. 

Supposing  (which  is  not  very 
likely  to  be  the  case)  that  you 
have  made  any  useful  discovery  in 
medicine  or  surgery, — you  are  not 
to  be  such  a  simpleton  as  to  reveal 
it  openly  to  your  professional  breth- 
ren, who  woqid  instantly  take  ad- 
vantage of  it,  without  thanking  you 
for  your  candor.  No.  You  are 
to  manage  this  point  with  great 
care  and  caution.  A  complete 
concealment  ofN  the  remedy  would 
subject  you  to  the  imputation  of 
quackery  ;  but  you  may  throw 
such  obscurity  about  the  prepara- 
tion, the  dose,  the  administration, 
&c.,  of  the  medicine,  while  at  the 
same  time  you  dilate  so  amply  on 
its  miraculous  efficacy,  as  to  draw 
to  yourself  the  whole  practice  of 
the  remedy.  If  it  be  a  piece  of 
surgery,  as  straightening  a  crooked 
spine,  widening  a  narrow  channel, 
removing  a  troublesome ,  excres- 
cence, or,  in  short,  performing  any 
operation,  then  you  are  to  show 
that  a  peculiar  manual  dexterity, 
which  cannot  be  described  in  words, 
has  given  you  a  facility  and  success 
quite  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
public. 

Max.  VIII. 

If  yo«  are  dubious'of  success, 
become  a  violent  sectarian  or  po- 


litician. You  will  then  be  sure 
of  employment  among  one  party. 
Half  a  loaf  is  better  than  m 
bread. 

Mix.  IX. 

Tht  Grand  SecreL— The  key- 
stone maxim  on  which  all  the 
great  principles  of  medical  ethics 
rest,  has  not  yet  been  stated.  It 
is  to  occupy  a  great  portion  of 
your  nightly  studies  and  daily 
avocations.  You  should  not  move 
a  step. without  it.  It  is  to  the 
medical  practitioner  what  the 
compass  is  to  the  mariner, — ^whal 
the  pillar  of  light  was  to  the  wan- 
dering Israelites.  It  consists  in 
the  constant  habit  or  practice  of 
extolling  yourself^  and  depredating 
your  neighbor.  This  is,  fortunate- 
ly,  not  only  the  most  useful  aau- 
itn,  bat  it  is  that  which  is  most 
easily  put  in  execution,  and  has 
the  widest  field  for  its  applica- 
tion. No  day  in  the  week,  nor 
hour  in  the  day,  can  pass  withont 
presenting  you  with  abundant  op- 
portunities for  working  this  grand 
engine  of  advancement.  It  has 
this  advantage,  too,  that  it  may 
be  practised,  by  way  of  amuse- 
ment, at  those  periods  when  yoo 
have  no  other  kind  of  practice  on 
hand.  All  your  friends  can  assist 
you  in  Jthis  way,  without  opening 
their  purses  ;  and  a  gossiping  fe- 
male, with  a  long  and  nimble 
tongue,  may  go  far  to  make  joor 
fortune. 

It  is  of  great  importance,  how- 
ever, that  you  should  acquire 
adroitness  and  tact  in  the  exercise 
of  this  leading  maxim.  Groas 
self-flattery  may  draw  on  you  ri- 
dicule ;  and  open  defamation  of 
your  neighbor  might  draw  on  yoo 
the  harpies  of  the  law.  Thus, 
suppose  you  are  called  in  to  a 
dangerous  case,  where  another 
practitioner  has  been  before  you. 
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Tou  ar6  not  to  say,  io  the  presebl^i 
of  competent  witnesses,  that  yeui* 
t>redecessoi^  had  murdered,  o^ 
poisoned,  or  ruined  the  patient. 
For  doing  so,  ^500,  frith  costs, 
urere  paid  not  a  thousand  years 
ago.  Ir  you  have  a  particle  of 
expression  in  your  countenance, 
you  Doay,  by  looks,  and  gestures, 
and  tones,  and  monosyllables,  ef- 
fectually harrow  up  the  feelings 
of  the  parents  or  friends,  and  con- 
vince them  that  the  life  of  the 
patient  has  been  endangered  or 
lost  by  the  practice  hitherto  pur- 
sued. 

*•  Sunt  verba  ct  vocet  quibus  hunc,  yex- 
mrc,  dolorem."* 

The  less  danger  there  i&  in  the 
case,  the  more  decidedly  must 
you  make  it  appear  that  there  is 
now  scarcely  a  chance  of  recove- 
ry ;  but  nevertheless  you  will 
make  one  efibrt  to  save  life.  A 
cure  performed  under  snch  des- 

{)erate  circumstances,  will  great- 
y  spread  your  own  fame,  while  it 
fulfils  the  other  part  of  the  grand 
maxim,  by  depreciating  your 
neighbor. 

In  all  cases,  without  exception, 
where  you  are  separately  applied 
to  as  the  secondary   or   ternary 

*  The  -writer  of  this  article  iit  now  at- 
tending the  wife  of  a  tradesman,  who  had 
been  under  the  care  of  a  respectable  prac- 
titionjBr  in  Southwark,  and  who  recom- 
mended his  patient  to  go  into  the  country 
for  a  few  weeks,  giving  her,  at  the  same 
time,  some  prescriptions  for  her  nse.  She 
went  to  a  village  fourteen  miles  from 
town  ;  but  not  glutting  better,  she  sent  for 
a  practitioner  of  the  place,  and  showed 
bim  the  prescriptions  of  the  other  gentle- 
man. He  did  not  mince  the  matter,  but 
exclaimed  at  once,  that  she  might  just  as 
well  have  been  swallowing  arsenic  all  the 
time,  as  the  medicines  she  had  been  tak- 
ing !  She  believed  it, — came  back  to 
town  soon  afterwards, — and  discarded  her 
former  medical  attendant  without  his 
knowing  why  or  wherefore!  Nothing  is 
more  common  than  this  practice. 


totisilU&nt,  you  are  t6  etpfeM 
your  regret  that  you  had  not  seeA 
the  cas6  before  it  had  gone  thtt* 
fkr.  By  this  expression  you  do 
not  entirely  violate  the  truth,  aiid 
even  if  it  comes  to  the  ears  of  the 
former  consultants,  you  tnay  de- 
fend the  expression,  as  one  used 
by  the  very  first  authorities  iti  the 
profession. 

In  consultations,  and  especially 
in  this  metropolis,  it  is  necessary 
to  be  a  little  cautious  how  you 
express  or  insinuate  disapproba- 
tion of  your  brethren  ; — and  Kofit 
from  the  country  often  get  them- 
selves into  difficulty  in  this  way, 
when  first  settling  in  London. 
Still,  although  it  may  not  be  pru« 
dent  to  assume  any  superiority  on 
your  own  part,  or  inferiority  on 
the  part  of  your  colleagues,  you 
are  never  to  lose  sight  of  the  prin- 
ciple, but  to  manoeuvre  so  that 
the  patient  or  friends  may  infer 
that  superiority  which  you  dare 
not  openly  claim.  This  may  be 
done  in  a  thousand  ways,  by  a  man 
of  ingenuity.  Thus,  suppose  you 
are  called  in  when  an  acute  in- 
flammation has  been  subdued,  or 
all  but  subdued,  by  active  mea- 
sures, and  yet  where  pain,  irrita- 
bility, or  other  unpleasant  feelings 
remain"^  you  are  strongly  to  Umit  . 
on  an  anodyne,  which  could  not 
have  been  safely  prescribed  be- 
fore. The  consequence  will  be 
a  tranquil  night,  blessings  on  the 
new  doctor  and  his  prescription, 
and  as  a  necessary  corollary,  a 
reflection  on  the  previous  treat- 
ment. 

Suppose,  qn  the  other  band, 
some  acute  or  subacute  inflam- 
matory action  arises  in  the  course 
of  a  chronic  and  ob%cure  com- 
plaint, and  yon  are  celled  in  at 
this  juncture  :  you  are  imn>ediate- 
ly  to  recommend  moderate  deple- 
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tioa  {ihe  measure,  in  fact»  wb»ph 
was  about  to  be  employed  bj  the 
previous  attendaats);  the  coose- 
i|$iQii6e  of  which  will  be,  a  tem- 
porary amelioration  of  symptoms^ 
Aud  a  conviction,  on  the  part  of 
the  patient  and  friends,  that  this 
,.depletive  measure  ought  to  have 
been  long  before  employed.  If 
the  chronic  disease,  on  which  the 
acute  or  subacute  supervened,  be 
of  a  necessarily  fatal  nature,  you 
are  to  give  pretty  strong  hopes  to 
the  family  of  recovery,  especially 
if  the  prior  attendants  bad  ex- 
pressed their  doubts  on  this  point. 
The  falsification  of  your  hopes  by 
the  final  event,  is  not  of  the  slight- 
est consequence.  You  will  have 
injured  your  colleagues,  mean 
time,  in  the  opinion  of  the  friends 
(for  the  last  opinion  is  always 
considered  the  best),  and  you  will 
have  plenty  of  time  to  modify 
your  prognosis  afterwards  ;  and, 
as  the  fatal  catastrophe  approach- 
es, to  fling  the  blame  on  your 
neighbors,  by  insinuating  that,  had 
more  active  measures  been>earlv 
employed,  the  event  would  have 
been  different.  This  is  a  first- 
rate  maxim,  and  is  one  of  great 
power  when  artfully  executed. 
If  an  opinion  has  been  given  by 
your  colleague  or  colleagues  as 
to  the  nature  or  seat  of  the  dis- 
ease, you  are  always  to  give  an 
opinion  somewhat  diflferent,  and 
take  care  that  the  parents  or 
friends  of  the  patient  know  it. 
If  no  dissection  takes  place,  you 
are  triumphant,  because  you  can 
maintain  positively  that  you  were 
right,  and  that  the  others  were 
wrong.  If  a  post-mortem  exami- 
nation is  permitted,  you  must  still 
show  your  skill  and  dexterity  by 
making  the  pathology  correspond 
with  the  diagnosis.  Nothing  is 
more  easy  than  this,  to  a  man  of 


parts  and  pretennans.  Suppose, 
for  example,  that  a  man  dies  af- 
ter you  had  pronounced  that  the 
disease  was  inflammation  of  the 
brain.  When  the  scull-cap  is 
removed,  you  are  to  knead  the 
brain  with  your  fingers,  io  the 
same  way  that  a  baker  kneads 
dough  in  a  trough,  under  the  pre« 
tence  that  you  are  feeling  for  ab- 
scesses. On  prosecuting  the  dia- 
section,  you  will  fiud  some  por* 
Itions  of  brain  softened  down  by 
the  above  process.  These  yea 
are  to  scrape  ofi*  on  your  scalpel, 
and  triumphantly  show  them  round 
as  portions  of  suppurated  brain. 
It  is  of  no  consequence  that  there 
should  be  no  injection  of  vessels, 
or  other  marks  of  inflammation  : 
these  have  all  disappeared  before 
death,  leaving  the  purulent  mat- 
ter to  prove  the  correctness  of 
your  diagnosis.  In  short,  there 
is  no  part  of  the  body  in  which  a 
fertile  imaj^ination  and  a  good  mo- 
dicum of  efi'rontery  may  not  easily 
make  out  traces  of  disease  for  the 
purppse  in  question.  And  havfng 
once  found  or  formed  these,  yoo 
are  to  declare  that  it  is  quite  un- 
necessary to  seek  for  causes  in 
any  other  places,  when  they  are 
so  evident  in  the  place  predicted 
before  death.  If  a  further  dis- 
section be  insisted  on,  and  more 
morbid  anatomy  turns  up,  you  are 
to  ridicule  the  idea  of  the  latter 
having  anything  to  do  with  the  dis- 
ease. All  other  morbid  appear- 
ances than  those  which  suit  your 
purpose,  are  to  be  voted  occur- 
rences-in  the  agonies  of  death. — 
Med.  Chir,  Review. 


II. 

DIVISIONS   OF  SMALLPOX, 

The    Medical    Gazette    has  begun 
again  to  give  us  histories  of  the  pro- 
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ceedings  of  the  London  Medieal  So- 
cieties. The  following  dispute  on 
Smallpox  may  not  be  wilhuut  inte- 
rest to  our  readers. 

Dr.  Orbgort  stated,  that,  rely- 
ing on  what  he  had  read  and  had 
been  taught  in  lectures,  he  had 
entered  into  practice  with  the 
impression  that  the  severity  of 
smallpox  was,  in  the  great  ma- 
jority of  cases,  !n  the  direct  ratio 
of  the  number  of  pustules  ;  but 
that  be  had  soon  found  other  cir- 
cumstances of  more  importance 
th»n  the  one  alluded  to,  and  had 
ultimately  been  led  to  arrange 
the  different  varieties  of  smallpox 
under  the  live  following  heads: — 

1.  What  he  called  the  superfi- 
eial  form  of  the  disease — in  which 
the  eruption,  whether  copious  or 
scanty,  was  fully  developed  on 
the  skin  with  a  well-marked  scar- 
let areola  round  the  pock,  and 
with  little  or  no  affection  of  the 
fauces  or  air  passages.  This 
form  always  does  well,  however 
copious  the  crop  of  pustules  may 
be. 

2.  The  cellular  form,  in  which 
the  variolous  action  extends  from 
the  skin  into  the  subjacent  cellular 
texture,  and  in  which  the  glands 
about  the  throat,  axilla,  and  groin, 
become  implicated.  This  exten- 
sion of  the  disease  is  apt  to  show 
itself  at  a  late  period,  giving  rise 
to  boils,  abscesses,  and  other  mis- 
chiefs, which  greatly  retard  con- 
valescence, and  occasionally  prove 
fatal.  He  had  known  a  patient 
die  from  an  abscess  forming  under 
each  scapula. 

3.  The  laryngeal  form,  in  which 
the  variolous  action  extends  to 
the  mucous  membrane  of  •  the 
fauces,  larynx,  and  trachea,  in- 
terfering essentially  with  the 
functioD  of  respiration,  impeding 


the  oxygenation  of  the  blood,  and 
being,  in  consequence,  attended 
with  a  peculiar  claret  color  of  the 
pustules.  The  other  mucous 
membranes,  as  those  of  the  ali« 
mentary  canal,  bladder,  vagina, 
&c.,  are  incapable  of  taking  on 
the  variolous  action ;  but  in  the 
larynx  it  sometimes  runs  so  high 
as  to  produce  sloughing — a  speci- 
men of  which  the  Doctor  exhibit- 
ed. Even  the  eye,  which  so  fre- 
quently suffers  from  smallpox, 
Dr.  Gregory  affirms  to  do  so  from 
common  inflammation  only  ;  the 
pustule  on  the  cornea  not  appear- 
ing  till  the  eruption  is  on  the  de- 
cline, and  therefore  not  being  a 
primary  or  essential  feature  of 
the  disease.  This  form  of  small- 
pox is  very  fatal ;  the  eighth  and 
ninth  days  being  those  of  danger. 

4.  Some  persons,  especially 
those  liable  to  cerebral  affections, 
die  at  an  earlier  period — general- 
ly within  the  first  eight  days. 
These  cases  are  ushered  in  by 
fierce  delirium,  succeeded  by 
symptoms  of  effusion  into  the 
brain.  Corresponding  appearances 
present  themselves  on  examination 
after  death.  To  this  variety  the 
Doctor  gives  the  name  of  nervous 
smallpox ;  and  he  believes  it  to 
depend  not  on  inflammation,  but 
on  a  specific  or  variolous  action. 
That  it  is  not,  strictly  speaking, 
inflammation,  is  rendered  proba- 
ble by  the  fact  of  the  blood,  when 
drawn  at  this  time,  not  exhibiting 
the  huffy  coat,  and  by  the  little 
benefit  derived  from  bloodletting. 

5.  The  last  variety  is  regarded 
as  depending  on  the  dissolutism  of 
the  blood — marked  by  petechias, 
passive  hemorrhages,  &c.  From 
this.  Dr.  Gregory  never  saw  anjr 
patient  recover  who  was  ^  not 
guarded  by  previous  vaccination. 

Rather  an  animated  debate  fol- 
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loWedy  tl]6  general  result  of  which 
Was,  that  most  of  those  who  had 
leen  anythine  of  smallpox,  recog- 
nized the  divisions  proposed  bjr 
Dr.  Gregory  as  correct,  and  lead- 
ing to  useful  practical  conse- 
qneocei :  still  they  were  not  ad- 
mitted as  distinct  speciesy  nor  as 
hariog  their  seat  in  essentially 
distinct  tissaes — or,  at  least,  when 
any  besides  the  skin  and  mucous 
Inembranes  were  afieeted  at  all, 
such  affections  were  held  to  be 
only  common  inflammation. 


HI. 

CAStt  OF  TH8  CUHK  OF  OPEN  CANCBR, 
Bt  THB  EXHIBITION  OF  THE  CULO- 
BIDE  OF  SODA. 

By  Thomas  BucRAirAir,  CM. 

8iR,--I  shall  feel  obliged  by  the 
insertion  in  your  valuable  Journal 
of  the  following  history  of  a  case 
of  open  cancer,  cured  by  (what  I 
presume  to  be)  a  new  mode  of 
treatment,  after  other  modes  had 
failed. 

Jane  Spencer,  st.  5S,  of  6or- 
ton-Pidsey,  in  Holdernets,  was 
Under  my  care,  about  two  years 
ago,  for  cance>of  the  right  mam- 
tna.  She  had  been  several  years 
inected  with  this  dangerous  and 
insidious  disease,  and  had  applied 
to  various  practitioners,  in  parti- 
cular to  the  late  Dr.  Alderson, 
who  advised  eitirpatioo  as  the 
only  means  of  saving  her  life. 
When  she  applied  to  me,  the 
right  breast  was  ulcerated  to  the 
extent  of  about  two  inches  in  dia- 
meter, including  part  of  the  nip- 
pie,  and  extending  towards  the 
axilla,  with  darting  pains  in  the 
breast,  thorax,  and  armpit.  As 
Ihe  patient  was  determined  against 
atty  operation,  I  applied  the  tinc- 
iare  of  iodine  over  th6  ivhole  of 


the  breast,  and  dressed  the  wodod 
with  the  ung.  resin,  comp.  The 
ulcer  healed  gradually,  but  slow- 
ly ;  the  pains  diminished  speedily; 
and  in  four  days  from  the  first  ap- 
plication she  was  entirelj  freed 
from  suffering.  The  parts,  wheo 
healed,  remained  considerably  in- 
durated, but  showed  no  loss  of 
substance*  This  woman  was  one 
of  those  patients  mentioned  in  mj 
late  work.* 

In  this  state  the  breast  coDtinu- 
ed  nearly  twelve  months,  when, 
in  the  beginning  of  June,  18f9, 
the  whole  of  the  indurated  parts 
were  thrown  off,  leaving  a  foal 
fetid  ulcer  of  upwards  of  two 
inches  and  a  half  in  diameter, 
which  speedily  discharged  a  quan- 
tity of  thin,  bloody,  fetid  sanies. 
All  her  former  symptoms  of  dart- 
ing pains  in  the  breast,  thorax, 
axilla,  and  abdomen,  returned 
with  redoubled  violence. 

The  patient  continued  to  have 
the  ulcer  dressed  with  such  oint- 
ments as  she  could  procure,  until 
it  became  so  nauseous,  from  the 
fetid  smell  of  the  discharge,  as  to 
affect  not  only  her  oivn  health, 
but  that  of  her  son,  who  dressed 
the  wound.  In  this  state  she 
came  to  Hull,  and  applied  to  me, 
alleging  ''  that  as  she  had  found 
benefit  formerly,  she  felt  assured 
that  I  could  do  her  good  this  time 
also."  Having,  prior  to  this  pe- 
riod, frequently  used  a  weak  so- 
lution of  the  chloride  of  soda  as  a 
gargle  in  ulcerations  of  the  mouth 
and  throat,  as  well  as  in  foul  ul- 
cers, I  was  induced,  from  these 
circutostances,  to  apply  this  pow- 
erful medicine  in  the  case  be- 
fore me,  and  of  the  following 
strength : — 

*  Es9aj  on  the  Treatment  of  Diseased 
Joints,  and  the  Non-union  of  FractQre,l^c. 
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R  L)q.  €hor.  Sodm  3  vi. 

Aqua  Distill.  3  viiiji  M.ft.Lotio. 

I  dipped  a  pledget  of  lirtt  Into 
Ihit  lotion)  and  applied  it  to  the 
diseased  portion  of  the  breast, 
with  directions  to  keep  the  parts 
constantly  moist  with  it  ;  and  also 
to  take  two  tablespoonsFul  of  the 
solution  three  times  a  day. 

The  following  day  the  discharge 
was  changed  to  the  color  and  con- 
sistence of  cream,  totally  divested 
of  its  feCid  disagreeable  smell. 
The  ulcer  healed  rapidly  ;  the 
whole  of  it  was  soon  covered  with 
healthy  skin  ;  forming,  however, 
a  considerable  depression,  occa- 
sioned by  the  loss  of  substance,  as 
if  part  of  the  mamma  had  been 
dug.diit.  The  cure  was  com- 
pleted by  the  latter  part  of  June, 
1829,  being  little  more  than  ten 
or  twelve  days  from  the  time  of 
the  first  application  of  the  solution 
of  the  chloride,  and  with  only  six 
bottles  of  the  above,  which  were 
used  indiscriminately  as  mixture 
and  lotion.  The  patient  was 
employed  in  the  harvest  follow- 
ing, and  as  she  expressed  it, 
^«  wrought  in  better  health  and 
spirits  than  she  had  done  for  these 
last  twenty  years." 

It  may  perhaps  be  asked,  that 
as  I  lay  claim  to  originality  in  the' 
mode  of  treatment,  why  was  this 
case  not  published  prior  to  that 
of  Mr.  Fielding,  of  this  place  f 
To  this  I  beg  leave  to  reply,  that 
I  wished  to  ascertain  whether  or 
not  the  cure  would  be  permanent; 
and  also  to  collate  a  few  similar 
cases  before  publicationi  and 
thereby,  if  possible,  obviate  any 
unfavorable  impressions  which 
your  late  critique  on  my  wcfrk 
might  create,  where  it  was  re- 
marked— ^^  Mr.  Buchanan  un- 
doubtedly merits  commendation 
for  the  zeal  he  has  displayed  in 


his  trials  of  the  medicine  (iodine) » 
hbwever  divided  opinion  may  be 
on  the  results.  For  our  part,  we 
believe  the  author  has  oeen  led 
away  by  that  leaning  in  its  favor^ 
which  all  men  must  feel  in  pur- 
suing a  particular  inquiry.'** 

Bearing' in  mind  these  circum- 
stances, I  therefore  abstained 
from  publication  on  this  subject, 
and  waited  patiently  the  /esult  of 
time,  that  great  test  of  human 
discovery,  in  order  to  remove  any 
shadow  of  doubt  as  to  the  perma- 
nency of  the  cure.  But  learning, 
through  the  medium  of  the  Ga- 
zette (No.  93,  p.  430),  the  very 
excellent  cure  of  an  open  cancer 
by  Mr.  Fielding,  I  then  certainly 
thought  it  my  duty  to  lay  before 
you  the  history  of  the  case. 

Enclosed  is  a  note  received 
from  my  friend  Dr.  Chalmers^ 
one  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Hull 
Infirmary,  after  his  examination 
of  the  patient,  expressing  his  opi«> 
nion  of  the  cure.  Your  insertiofk 
of  the  history  of  this  case  in  your 
Journal,  will  much  oblige,  Sir> 
&c. — Med.  Gaz. 


IV. 

FRACTURB  OF  THE  VBRTBBRAL  COLUMN 
— SYMPTOMS  OF  GUMPRESSION  OF 
THE  CORD — COMPLETE  RECOVBRT* 

Examples  of  complete  recovery 
after  fracture  of  the  vertebral 
column  are  rare;  we  therefore 
give  insertion  to  the  following, 
\vhich  has  rery  recently  occurred 
in  the  Hotel  Dieu,  Paris. 

L.  Jean-Marie,  a  mason,  aged 
28,  of  sanguineous  temperament 
and  robust  frame,  was  admitted 
at  the  above  hospital  Sept.  3d. 
On  the  27th  of  August  he  fell 

*  Medico-Chirur^g^ical  Joumal,  Decf, 
1828. 
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from  the  second  floor  of  a  hoase, 
and  fractured  his  back  at  the  site 
of  the  tenth  dorsal  vertebra  :  the 
existence  of  fracture  was  ascer^ 
tained  by  M.  Berarrf  :  the  patient 
had  been  bled  four  times  during 
six  days,  by  a  medical  man  who 
was  called  immediately  after  the 
accident.  At  the  moment  of  the 
fall  he  became  insensible,  but 
this  state  soon  passed  away,  and 
it  was  not  till  the  second  day  that 
signs  of  compression  were  evinc- 
ed by  paralysis  of  the  left  inferior 
extremity,  at  which  time  symp* 
toms  of  inflammation  had  come 
on.  On  his  arrival  at  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  be  was  bled  again. 

Sept.  4th. — At  the  visit  to-day 
the  fracture  of  the  vertebral  co- 
lumn  was  manifested  by  a  consi- 
derable projection  of  the  last 
dorsal  vertebra,  which  formed  a 
curve  of  three  inches,  the  con- 
vexity of  which  was  towards  the 
right,  and,  of  course,  the  conca- 
vity to  the  left.  No  attempt  was 
made  to  verify  the* existence  of 
fracture,  by  producing  crepitus, 
as  it  was  feared  by  so  doing  the 
fragments  might  be  thrown  into  a 
less  favorable  position.  The  left 
leg  was  without  sense  or  motion ; 
the  right  retained  its  functions,  as 
did  the  bladder  and  rectum.  The 
patient  was  placed  in  a  position 
as  nearly  horizontal  as  possible, 
the  loins  being  supported  on  a 
hollow  pillow.  A  sheet  was  fold- 
ed   like   a  cravat,   and    passing 


across  bis  chest,  was  fixed  to  tlra 
bars  of  the  bed,  so  as  to  rettio 
him  in  the  recumbent  posture. 
During  the  night  (4-5th)  he  had 
delirium,  with  febrile  reactioo. 
He  was  bled  to  the  exteot  of 
three  palets,  and  twentj'fire 
leeches  were  applied  in  the 
course  of  the  jugulars. 

5th. — The  patient  calmer,  not- 
withstanding which,  a  strait  ivaift* 
coat,  which  had  been  put  on  tha 
preceding  night,  was  retained.  He 
was  cupped  on  each  side  of  the 
spinal  column,  at  the  seat  of  iojarj. 

7th. — The  cerebral  symptoms 
gone,  but  the  paralysis  of  the  left 
lo\ver  extremity  continues.  Cop- 
ping repeated  as  before. 

From  this  time  graduSi  isH 
provement  took  place,  bat  tbe 
patient  was  rigorously  preveoted 
from  moving,  aud  no  examinatioo 
of  the  fracture  ventured  upon. 
By  degrees,  the  sensibility  and 
power  of  motion  returned  inlbe 
paralytic  limb  :  by  the  eod  of 
September  the  former  was  Dea^ 
ly  restored,  but  the  latter  came 
more  slowly. 

Oct.  14th.— Tbe  seosibilitj 
and  power  of  motion  are  now 
nearly  the  same  oo  the  left  tide 
as  the  other  :  the  projection  of 
the  vertebras,  though  still  per- 
ceptible, is  much  less  than  be- 
fore. He  has  not  yet  been  al- 
lowed to  move  from  his  bed,  but 
his  recovery  is  regarded  as  se- 
cure.— La  Clinique, 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


ULCERATION  OF  THE  STOMACH.  following   circumstauces  :— The  pf 

A  REMARKABLE  cass  of  ihls  soft  IS  tieot,  a  roan  50  years  of  age,  had 

meniioned  id  the  Midland  Medical  been   always   bealdiy    until    wilbia 

Reporter^  which  occurred  under  tho  eight  munths  of  tbe  lime  when  he 
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applied  for  advice.  During  this  pe- 
riod he  had  been  contracting  the  ha* 
bit  of  drinking  considerable  quanti* 
ties  of  liquor,  to  which  he  had  pre- 
viously been  wholly  unaccustomed. 
He  had  lust  his  appetite,  and  relish- 
ed nothing  but  beer  ;  had  no  pain, 
but  an  uneasy  sensation  in  the  sto- 
mach, and  frequent  vomiting,  -On 
subsequently  noticing  the  case,  it 
appeared  that  this  vomiting  generally 
occurred  from  two  to  three  hours  af- 
ter taking  food  ;  the  matter  thrown 
up  was  dark-colored,  and  very  offen- 
sive. This  state  of  things  continued 
for  four  or  five  weeks,  when,  the 
bowels,  which  had  all  along  been 
moved  by  enemata,  became  very 
much  constipated,  and  mechanical 
means  were  resorted  to  for  relieving 
the  overloaded  rectum.  When  this 
object  was  effected,  a  remarkable 
change  took  place  in  the  symptoms  ; 
the  uneasiness  at  the  stomnch  was 
relieved,  and  the  vomiting  ceased. 
The  bowels  were  afterwards  kept 
open  with  ol.  ricini,  and  the  vomit- 
ing did  not  recur ;  but  in  the  mean 
time  the  strength  gradually  failed, 
and  death  occurred  nine  weeks  from 
the  commencement  of  the  treatment. 
On  examination,  the  pyloric  ori- 
fice of  the  stomach  was  found  very 
much  contracted  in  size,  the  sub- 
stance of  the  organ  in  its  vicinity 
thickened,  and  the  mucous  mem- 
brane ulcerated.  The  duodenum, 
for  several  inches,  was  in  like  man- 
ner ulcerated  and  thickened.  The 
substance  surrounding  the  orifice 
was  hard  and  scirrhous ;  but  above 
and  below,  the  stomach  and  intestine 
were  reduced  to  a  pulpy  mass,  so 
fragile  as  to  yield  to  the  slightest 


force.  The  colon  and  rectum  were 
found  very  much  thickened  in  their 
coats,  and  the  calibre  so  much  con- 
tracted as  in  many  cases  to  afford 
scarce  a  passage  for  the  rectum  bou- 
gie. The  other  intestines  appeared 
healthy. 

The  circumstance  most  worthy  of 
remark  in  this  case,  was  the  error 
into  which  the  practitioner  might  be 
led  under  such  circumstances,  when 
the  vomiting  was  relieved  by  the 
evacuation  of  the  rectum,  of  suppos- 
ing the  disease  in  the  stomach  to  be 
only  sympathetic,  or  at  least  secon- 
dary to  that  which  existed  below. 
The  true  state  of  the  case  )vas  anti- 
cipated in  a  great  measure  by  the 
medical  attendanls,  but  there  was 
certainly  room  fur  a  mistaken  prog- 
nosis, which  would  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  unpleasant  consequences. 


POISONING. 

Two  cases  which  lately  occurred  ia 
Worcester,  Cng.,  presented  symp-^ 
toms  somewhat  different  from  those 
which  are  usually  induced  by  the  ar- 
ticles taken. — A  child,  five  years  of 
age,  had  swallowed,  as  was  supposed, 
a  small  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid. 
Being  seen  immediately  after,  a  quan- 
tity of  magnesia  and  lime  water  was 
administered,  and  vomiting  provoked 
by  irritating  the  fauces.  This  process 
produced  resistance  and  crying  on 
the  part  of  the  child,  but  after  it  was 
over,  no  farther  pain  was  complained 
of,  and  he  shortly  fell  asleep.  The 
stale  of  the  mouth  and  throat,  howe- 
ver, gave  sufficient  reason  to  suppose 
that  some  of  the  poison  had  been 
swallowed  ;  and  the  medicines  were 
ordered  to  be  continued.  Fonr  hours 
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tif)erwftrdy-he  was  found  asleep,  with 
heavy  and  sonorous  respiration.  In 
the  interval  he  had  vomited  oncev 
Pressure  was  made  on  the  stomach, 
<but  it  could  not  be  ascertained'  that 
the  slightest  tenderness  existed  there ; 
neither  was  there  any  tension  or  ful- 
ness of  the  abdomen.  Six  hours  after 
this  he  died  ;  and  on  examination,  a 
large  portion  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  stomach  was  found  to 
be  entirely  destroyed. 

In  the  other  case,  a  woman  swat- 
lowed  about  half  an  ounce  of  arsenic 
in  gruel,  for  the  purpose  of  self  de- 
struction, which  she  completely  ef- 
fected. Death  took  place  in  about 
four  hours.  On  examination,  there 
was  no  decided  erosion  of  the  ven- 
tricular coats,  though  the  internal 
aurface  was  highly  vascular,  and  ap- 
peared to  have  been  greatly  inflamed. 


LACERATIONS  OF  THE  PBRINEUM. 

Dr.  Dibffenbach,  of  Berliu,  has 
suggested  a  new,  and,  as  it  would 
aeem,  an  improved  method  of  treat- 
ing these  lacerations,  when  they  oc- 
cur in  (he  worst  farm  j  that  is  to  say, 
so  extensive  as  to  produce  a  com- 
munication between  the  rectum  and 
vagina,  and  render  the  patient  inca- 
pable of  retaining  the  feces.  In  this 
^tate  of  things.  Dr.  D.  leaves  the 
parts  untouched  for  several  weeks, 
until  the  patient  has  recovered  from 
the  exhaustion  caused  by  the  labor, 
and  has  gained  sufficient  strength  to 
retain  for  a  considerable  time  a  uni- 
form position.  The  bowels  are  then 
perfectly  evacuated  by  cathartics 
and  injections,  and  afterwards  opi- 
ates are  given  to  a  sufficient  extent 
to  secure  constipation  for  eight  days. 


The  first  step  of  the  operation  is  to 
tax  away  the  indoratei  edges  of  tba 
laceration,  so  that  the  two  surfaces 
Which  are  to  be  united  may  perfec*- 
ly  correspond.  The  wound  is  tbett 
to  be  brought  together,  at  the  ceo- 
tral  part,  by  a  strong  knotted  sutnre, 
introduced  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
pass  through  the  loose  cellular  tex- 
ture at  the  bottom  of  the  wound  ; 
two  small  needles,  with  twisted  su- 
tures, are  to  be  introduced  through 
the  lips  of  the  wound,  on  the  vaginal 
side  of  the  principal  suture ;  the  littlo 
slit  in  the  rectum  itself  to  be  untied 
by  two  small  twisted  sutures,  intro- 
duced with  small  stitching  needles  ; 
and  lastly,  two  twisted  sutures  to  be 
passed  through  the  wound,  between 
the  rectum  and  central  suture.  Tbe 
ligatures  and  ends  of  the;  needles 
must  be  cut  away  as  close  as  possible. 

All  this,  however,  forms  but  a  part 
of  the  operation.  The  remainder, 
which  is  original  with  Dr.  D.,  con- 
sists in  making  two  incisions, — ode 
on  each  side  of  tbe  wouudj—^yf  equal 
length,  and  each  slightly  concave 
towards  it.  The  object  of  this  is  to 
take  off  all  tension  of  the  parts  which 
would  tend' to  separate  the  sides  of 
the  principal  wound,  and  to  enable 
them  to  remain  in  perfect  contact, 
notwithstanding  those  movements  on 
the  part  of  the  patient  which  must 
necessarily  be  made  while  the  pro- 
cess of  union  is  going  on.  Bandages, 
pessaries,  sponges,  and  other  mecha- 
nical means  usually  resorted  to  for 
keeping  the  parts  in  apposition,  are 
by  this  mode  of  operating  rendered 
wholly  unnecessary. 

The  treatment  consists  in  the  em- 
ployment of  cold  ponliices,  thoroogh 
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ablution  of  the  parts,  and  low  diet, 
Oo  the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  saturnine 
lotions  are  substituted  for  the  poul- 
tices, and  charpie  applied  to  any 
surfaces  which  are  suppurating.  The 
lateral  incisions  require  no  particular 
treatment,  as  they  are  covered  at 
first  by  the  poultices,  and  may  afker^ 
wards  be  dressed  with  charpie  till 
they  heal  up. 

In  a  case  operated  on  in  this  man- 
ner, which  is  described  by  Dr.  D., 
every  part  adhered  firmly  at  the  end 
of  efght  days,  exeept  a  small  fissure 
in  the  rectum,  which  healed  by  gra- 
nulation before  the  end  of  the  fourth 
week.  The  patient,  who  had  been 
Veduced  to  great  misery  by  the  un- 
ceasing  involuntary  discbarges  of 
flatus  and  feces,  was  thus  restored, 
within  a  mouth,  to  a  state  of  perfect 
health. 


OASTBIC   IRRITATION  FROM  PRBO- 
NANCT. 

Op  all  the  constitutional  afiections 
produced  by  the  pregnant  state,  none 
perhaps  produces  greater  distress 
than  the  obstinate  vomiting  which  so 
frequently  accompanies  .  its  early 
stage.  A  case  is  mentioned  in  a 
late  journal  which  resisted  the  suc- 


cessive use  of  effervescing  mixtures,, 
cathartics,  enemas,  calomel,  laudanum 
in  various  combinations,  venesection,, 
local  bleeding,  blisters,  and  finally- 
hydrocyanic  acid,  all  which  werw 
administered  in  the  space  of  eight 
days.  The  acid  produced  a  cessa- 
tion of  the  vomiting  for  three  hours,, 
after  which  it  returned  whh  equaF 
violence  as  before.  The  disease  ap- 
peared at  last  to  subside  spontane- 
ously, tbe  stomach  having  reconciled 
itself  to  the  new  state  of  things  in  the 
system.  The  pregnancy  went  oo 
well,  and  the  patient,  in  due  time^ 
was  delivered  of  a  healthy  child. 


ANGINA  PECTORIS. 

Thb  most  common  view  which  is 
taken  of  the  proximate  cause  of  this 
disease,  is  that  which  attributes  it  to 
ossification  of  the  great  vessels  of 
the  heart.  In  a  case  lately  reported 
in  a  fiireign  periodical,  the  heart  was 
found,  on  dissection,  to  be  healthy, 
but  the  liver  was  extensively  diseas« 
ed.  Such  are  the  uncertainties  of 
medical  science.  If  all  diagnoses  of 
diseases  could  be  subjected  to  this 
test  of  after-examination,  we  might 
hope  for  a  material  improvement  io 
this  important  department. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JANUARY  6,,  1830. 


NSW  WORK. 

Amono  the  medical  productions  re- 
oently  from  the  English  press,  is  a 
work  in  three  parts,  by  Michael 
Ward,  M.D.  S.R.C.S.L.,  late  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manchester  Infirmary^ 
&c.    The  stim  total  of  the  contents 


of  this  work  is,  that  burns  and  scalds 
may  be  cured  by  common  wheat 
flour.  If  the  reader  were  to  peruse 
the  whole  of  Dr.  Ward's  learned 
production,  he  would  gtst  just  as  much 
information  as  is  contained  in  these 
few  words, — and,  we  may  add,  no 
more.     The  same  fact  he  has  been 
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apprised  of  for  many  months,  through 
our  own  pages  and  those  of  every 
medical  Journal,  and  almost  every 
newspaper  in  this  country  and  Great 
Britain.  In  speaking  of  this  work, 
the  £ngiish  reviewer  very  pointedly 
remarks :— > 

'^  In  typography,  it  is  the  most  cu- 
rious intermixture  of  Roman,  capitals, 
and  Italics,  we  have  ever  witnessed  ; 
and  in  medicine,  the  most  felicitous 
blending  of  cases,  comments,  corres- 
pondence, notes,  corrections,  and 
commendations,  that  can  possibly  be 
]magined,-^a  model  of  scientific  ar- 
rangement, and  monument  of  pro- 
fessional ingenuity.  There  is  lite- 
rally nothing  new  in  it,  aild  yet,  ntt- 
rabile  dictUf  that  nething  is  divided 
into  three  parts.'' 


PRTHISIS    PULMONALIS. 

A  ciRCUMBTANCB  attending  this  dis- 
ease, which  has  perhaps  attracted 
less  notice  than  its  importance  de- 
served, is  the  inflammatory  process 
which  occurs  previous  to  its  fatal 
termination  in  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  alimentary  canal.  The  occur- 
rence of  aphthae  within  the  mouth 
and  throat,  in  the  last  stage  of  phthi- 
sis, is  a  familiar  fact ;  but  the  exten- 
sion of  the  morbid  action  to  the  sto- 
mach and  intestines  is  not  generally 
alluded  to  as  a  probable  occurrence 
in  this  stage,  by  those  who  have 
treated  of  the  disease.  A  circum- 
stance ^hich  might  lead  us  to  sus- 
pect this  to  be  the  case,  is  the  fre- 
quent occurrence  of  severe  and  ob- 
stinate diarrhoea  at  this  period.  In 
the  examination  after  death  of  phthi- 
sical patients,  a  diseased  state  of  the 
intestines  is  very  frequently  noticed. 
We  have  had  our  own  attention  call- 
ed to  this  fact  very  recently,  by  wit- 


nessing the  p<)st  obit  appearances  in 
a  female  patient  who  died  with  dis- 
eased lungs,  and  in  whom  the  organs 
were  found  tuberculous.  The  iotes* 
tines  exhibited  a  succession  of  ulcer- 
ated passages,  of  considerable  she^ 
through  nearly  their  whole  extent. 
Yet  the  symptoms  during  life  were 
referred  wholly  to  the  lungs ;  and 
there  were  no  more  than  the  usual 
reasons  for  supposing  that  any  dis- 
ease existed  elsewhere.  This  point 
of  pathology  deserves,  we  think,  a 
fuller  investigation  than  it  has  yet 
received. 

There  is  still  another  fact  which 
is  seldom,  we  believe  never,  noticed 
in  standard  works  on  consumption, 
and  which  might  be  considered  in 
connection  with  that  to  which  we 
have  alluded.  Even  in  the  early 
stages  of  this  complaint,  a  paroxysm 
of  coughing  is  often  induced  by  tak- 
ing food,  and  continues  till  the  food 
is  rejected.  Where  this  has  occur- 
red, we  have  never  known  a  recove- 
ry to  take  place ;  so  that  when,  in 
conjunction  with  the  usual  symp- 
toms, this  has  been  observed,  it  ap- 
pears to  us,more  decisive  of  the  fate 
of  the  patient  than  any  one  circum- 
stance so  early  in  the  history  of  the 
disease. 


CATARRHAL    COUGH. 

Tdb  consequence  of  taking  many  of 
the  advertised  Essences,  Elixirs,  &c., 
containing  alcohol,  opium,  and  a  sti- 
mulating essential  oil  or  gum,  in  pro- 
ducing inflammation  of  the  pleura 
and  lungs,  and  general  fever,  have 
proved  so  serious,  that  at.  this  period 
of  the  year  we  consider  it  our  duty 
to  caution  our  readers  against  such 
dangerous  articles,  and  to  recommend 
to  them  the  composition  of  the  ia- 
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Spissated  white  jaice  of  the  garden 
lettuce,  extract  of  liquorice,  gnm  ara- 
bic,  tolu,  &c.,  first  introduced  into 
practice  by  Professor  Duncan,  under 
the  oaoie  of  Lettuce  Lozenges ; 
which,  by  promoting  expectoratioa 
and  perspiration,  allaying  irritation 
ih  the  internal  membrane  of  the 
windpipe,  and  abating  fever,  speedily 
remove  both  the  cause  and  efiects, 
and  which,  at  the  same  time,  under 
any  circumstances  or  condition  of 
the  system,  are  incapable  of  doing 
mischief.  In  all  the  elixirs,  essences, 
tinctures,  &c.,  advertised  as  infallible 
remedies  for  cough,— and  we  believe 
we  have  analyzed  nearly  all  of  them, 
— we  have  detected  opium,  combined 
with  an  aromatic,  and  alcohol.  The 
opium  allays  the  irritation  in  the 
windpipe,  but  by  checking  expecto- 
ratioo  and  disturbing  the  nervous 
system,  they  occasion  congestion  of 
the  vessels  of  the  lungs,  &c.,  excite 
fever,  and  thereby  often  convert  a 
simple  case  of  catarrh  either  into 
pleurisy,  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
oV  inflammatory  fever.  Trusting  to 
the  false  promises  of  the  unprincipled 
proprietors  of  certain  cough-drops, 
elixirs,  &c.,  many  thousands  have 
continued  their  use  till  disease  has 
taken  place  in  the  lungs,  which  lays 
the  foundation  of  fatal  consumption. 
Ga%ett€  of  Health. 

Incipient  White  Swelling. — ^ir. 
Bayle  has  published  a  case  of  ^<  hi-> 
cipient  White  Swelling,"  in  which 
the  tincture  of  iodine,  administered 
in  the  dose  of  twenty  drops  twice  a 
day,  in  a  wineglassful  of  water  ;  and 


the  application  of  a  liniment  com-^ 
posed  chiefly  of  a  solution  of  iodine,* 
as  the  fulloiving,  succeeded  in  ef- 
fecting a  cure  :— 

Take  of  Barbadues  Tar,  two  drachma  ; 
Iodine,  twenty  grains ; 
Oil  of  Almonds,  two  oz.    .Mix. 

To  be  gently  rubbed  over  the  affect- 
ed joint  every  night  and  murniog^ 
or  three  times  a  day. — lb. 


Metention  of  Urine, — Mr.  Wakley 
relates  a  case  of  retention  of  urine 
which  lately  occurred  in  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Earle.  The  patient  had  sufier* 
ed  very  much  from  stricture  of  the 
urethra  for  about  twelve  months, 
which  continued  gradually  to  advance 
till  he  was  only  able  t<T  evacuate  the 
bladder  by  drops.  During  his  coo* 
finement  in  the  Hospital,  a  com- 
plete retention  took  place,  and  ,the 
bladder  becoming  enormously  dis- 
tended, with  symptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion, Mr.  Earle  made  several  efiurls 
to  introduce  a  catheter  ;  but  finding 
it  impracticable,  he  punctured  the 
bladder  above  the  pubis,  when  about 
three  piuis  of  thick  unhealthy  urine 
escaped.  He  soon  became  much 
easier.  The  next  day  he  was  consi- 
derably better,  after  which  the  pain 
&c.  continued  gradually  to  decrease, 
and  the  urine  to  past  freely  through 
the  catheter. — lb. 


Variola. — The  smallpox  is  pre- 
vailing at  Quebec,  and  the  varioloid 
disease,  it  is  said,  is  not  ao  uncom- 
mon occurrence. 


WEEKLY   KEPOAT   OF   DEATUS  IN 

BOSTON,  ENDING  DECEMBER  26. 

Dmte. 

S6z.|AirA 

Disease. 

Date.  |Sex.|Age.  |                 Disease. 

Dee.  20. 

F. 

18  mo 

M.  50  vrs'ttDknowo 

F. 

2yri 

burn 

M. 

11  mo 

lung  fever 

21. 

M. 

28 

suicide 

84. 

F. 

18 

measles 

M. 

29 

consumption 

M. 

28jr8 

dropsy  on  the  brain 

M. 

18  mo 

unknown 

F. 

80 

old  age 

13. 

F. 

4yr. 

croup 

26. 

F. 

57 

li?er  complaint 

28. 

M. 

21 

26. 

M. 

9  mo 

dropsy  in  the  head 

M.[26       InerTous  fever                       > 

Males,  9.-Femalee,  6.    Total,  15. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  b]f  CAR- 
TER  &  HENDEE,— Malaria;  an 
P^saj  on  the  Production  and  Propag-ation 
of  this  PoiaoQ.  B/  John  McCvlloch, 
M.D.  F.R.S.,  Ac.  &c. 

An  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Inter- 
nal Ear.  By  I.  A.  Saisst,  M.D.  Tran»- 
lated  from  the  French,  by  Nathav  BU 
Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surg^ery  in  the 
University  of  Maryland ;  with  a  Supple- 
ment on  Diseases  of  the  External  Ear,  by 
the  Translator. 

Observations  on  the  Utility  and  Admi- 
nistration of  Purgfative  Medicines,  in  seve- 
ral Diseases.  By  James  Hamiltoit,  M. 
D.^  FeUoW  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, &c.  &c.  From  the  Fifth  Edio- 
burg^h  Edition. 

A  Trtatise  on  Pathological  Anatomy. 
By  William  E^HoRVER,  M.D.,  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  Surgeon  at  the  Infirmary 
of  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  Member 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 

Elements  of  Operative  Suirery.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  of  A.  TaveritieR) 
Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  Faculty  of  Pa- 
ris, &c.,  with  copious  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions.   By  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D. 

MEMORIA  MEDICA. 

THIS  day  published  by  CARTER  & 
HENDEE,  comer  of  Washington 
and  School  Streets,  Memorta  Medica, — a 
Medical  Common-place  Book, — with  an 
alphabetical  Index  of  the  most  common 
teFms  occurring^  in  practice.  Carefully 
selected  and  arranged  by  a  Fellow  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 
From  Dr.  James  Jackson,  Professor  of  the 
"  'ITieory  and  Practice  of  Medicine   in 

Harvard  Unirersity. 
Gentlemen,— I  have  examined  the  "  Me- 
xnoria  Medica"  which  you  sent  to  me.  I 
think  the  plan  of  it  very  excellent,  and 
that  it  will  be  found  highly  useful  to  prac- 
titioners and  students  of  medicine.  I 
have  never  believed  that  a  voluminous 
common-place  book  can  be  very  benefi- 
cial to  any  man,  unless  he  means  to  be- 
come an  author.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
every  one  will  find  an  advantage  in  keep- 
ing a  common-place  book  in  which  he 
may  ^notice  the  detached    facts    which 


come  under  his  notice,  and  which  are 
likely  soon  to  be  lost  from  his  memorj, 
llie  book  you  have  prepai^d  will  be  fouod 
well  adapted  for  this  purpose  by  medical 
men,  and  will  be  more  likely  to  be  used 
by  those  who  procure  it  than  a  commov 
blank  book,  because  all  the  labor  of  ww 
range ment  is  saved. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant^ 
James  Jackboh. 
From  Dr.  Walter  Channine,  Professor  td 

Obstetrica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence 

in  Harvard  University. 
I  have  examined  the  Medical  CommoD- 
place  Bpok  which  was  left  with  your  note 
this  evening,  and  with  pleasure  offer  yoa 
m  y  thanks  for  the  publication  of  so  nseful 
a  volume.  Every  practitioner  of  medicine 
will  agree  with  the  remarks  in  the  preface 
on  the  inconveniences  and  absolute  lo« 
of  what  is  very  useful,  which  result  frosa 
depending  solely  on  the  memory.  Not 
un frequently  it  happens  that  some  parti- 
cular prescription  is  peculiarly  suited  to 
an  individual.  Some  time  passes,  and  an 
occasion  again  arises  in  which  we  believe 
that  the  same  medicine  might  be  equally 
beneficial;  what  it  was,  however,  has 
wholly  escaped  us ;  and  though  something 
else  may  be  equally  useful,  still  some  re- 
gret may  be  felt,  at  least  by  the  patient, 
that  what  has  been  found  beneficial  can- 
not again  be  at  once  resorted  to.  Some 
object  to  an  artificial  method  of  preserv- 
ing, for  such  and  other  uses,  what  may 
be  safely  trusted  to  the  memory,  if  thai 
faculty  be  faithfully  cultivated.  I  am 
willing  to  admit  that  there  is  force  in  this 
objection ;  but  it  is  a  simple  question  of 
fact  only  we  have  to  consider.  If  it  be 
true  that  there  is  much  lost  to  the  indivi- 
dual, and  certainly  much  more  to  the 
profession^  by  trusting  entirely  to  the  me- 
mory, the  occasional  use  of  the  Common- 
place Book  for  the  preservation  of  what 
is  truly  valuable,  has  all  the  recommen- 
dation it  needs.  For  such  purposes,  vix^ 
for  the  registering  of  cases  the  most  rare» 
and  the  frequent,  if  important,  epidemics, 
prescriptions,  &c.,  your  Jtfemofto  Jtfiedsca 
promises  to  be  very  useful ;  and  for  these 
it  well  deserves  to  be  recommended  to 
physicians.  Students  attending  hospital 
practice  will  find  it  very  valuable.  Its 
tables  of  names  are  very  full,  and  umier 
references  very  easy.  I  cannot  bat  hope 
it  will  get  into  general  use. 

Yours,  &c.,  W.  CHANiairG, 

Dec.  a. 


Published  weekl]^,  bj  Johh  Cottok,  at  184,  Washington  St.  comer  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
wfaom  all  communicftlions  must  be  addressed,  posfpotd.  "Price  ibr«»6  dollars  per  aan«m«  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  m  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  tko  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

CATARACTS   ALTBRNATINO  WITH 
DIABBTE8, 

[This  paper  furnishes  us  nn  exam- 
ple of  that  alternation  of  different 
organs  in  morbid  affection^  the  pre- 
cise pathology  of  which  is  so  little 
understood  by  the  profession.] 

The  following  is  a  very  singular 
case,  and  one  that  would  be  met 
with  incredulity,  were  it  not  guar- 
anteed, as  it  is,  by  the  name  of  the 
Surgeon  and  of  the  Hospital. 

Eliza  Broomfield,  et.  15,  re- 
markably tall  and  thin,  was  admit- 
ted into  the  Winchester  County 
Hospital  with  cataract  in  either 
eye.  The  pupils  were  dilated  to 
their  utmost,  and  the  crystalline 
lens  was  evidently  so  augmented 
in  bulk  as  to  protrude  through  the 
pupillary  opening ;  its  color  was 
uniformly  milky  ;  the  cornea  unu- 
sually glassy  ;  the  vision  so  com- 
pletely lost  that  the  patient  could 
only  distinguish  most  imperfectly 
light  from  darkness.  Independent 
of  the  cataracts,  there  were  dysp- 
iKBa,  cough,  antl  loss  of  appetite. 

The  cataracts  had  appeared  si- 
multaneously fourteen  months  pre- 
vious to  her  admission,  and  had 
been  completely  formed  in  the 
surprisingly  short  period  of  twenty 
days.  1  he  menses  had  appeared 
at  the  age  of  eleven,  and  flowed 
with  regularity  till  her  thirteenth 
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year>  whea  they  disappipare^. 
From  having  been  healthy  a^jM]  rpr 
bust,  she  now  became  very  debili- 
tated, increased  most  astonishingly^ 
in  stature,  and  subsequently  was 
attacked  with  profuse  nocturpal 
perspirations.  When  twelvemonths 
bad  elapsed,  an  evident  amendment 
took  place,  but  it  proved  to  be 
temporary  only,  and  very  shortly 
afterwards  the  girl  began  to  com- 
plain of  uneasiness  about  the  head, 
with  vertigo,  confusion,  and  obscu* 
rity  of  vision. 

R.  Infus.  gent.  c.  J  >• 
Spt.  iEih.  Nit.  3ss. 
Tr.  Ciiniph.  c.  3ss.  ter  die  sq* 

mend. 
Pi  I.  Ilyd.  gr.  ij.  orooi  noctQ  sa« 

meiid.  ^ 

'These  medicines  were  contltiued 
for  upwards  of  ^  fortnight,  with 
considerable  benefit ;  and  pn  the 
20{h  of  February  we  fitrd  th^^, 
though  the  cough  was  nearly  ^oue, 
the  dyspnoea  and  appetite  were 
worse.  The  dilatation  of  the  pu- 
pils, bulging,  and  milky  whiteness 
of  each  lens  were  diminii-hed,  and 
the  patient  could  readily  detect 
any  substance  interposed  between 
her  and  the  light  of  a  window. 
The  medicines  were  repeated, 
with  the  addition  of  an  aperient. 
On  the  24th  she  could  discern  the 
flame  of  a  candle  at  some  little 
distance,  but  it  was  now  discover- 
ed that  the  urine  was  too  abundant* 
"  Feb.  38th.— The  quantity  of 
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urine  passed  for  the  last  foar  day^ 
has  averaged  sixteen  pints  dailj. 
Its  color  of  a  greenish  yellow,  and 
its  taste  strongly  mellitic.  Pulse 
65,  and  feeble  ;  appetite  natural ; 
dyspnoea  not  diminisned  ;  the  ema- 
ciation very  considerable  ;  tongue 
morbidly  clean ;  skin  dry  and 
scurfy.  The  cataracts  are  rapid- 
ly disappearing.  Ordered  to  sub- 
sist exclusively  on  animal  food,  and 
to  substitute  the  following  medi- 
cines for  those  which  the  patient 
has  been  taking  : — 

R.  Sulph  Ainci,  3ss. 

Ext.  cinchonae,  3  iss.  A.  pil.  xxiv. 
suniQt.  ij.  ter  die  c.  haust.  se- 
quent. 

R.  Tinct.  opii,  gtt.  vi. 
Decoct,  cinchon.  J  i* 
Conf.  aromat.  9i.  ft.  haustas. 

"  March  3d. — Urine  passed  the 
two  last  days,  thirteen  pints  and  a 
half ;  pulse  72  :  the  cataracts  have 
totally  disappeared,  and  the  pa- 
tient's visual  powers  perfect,  being 
enabled  to  employ  her  needle  with 
perfect  ease.  Continue  medicines 
and  diet. 

**  9th. — ^Urine  has  decreased  to 
nine  pints ; — pulse  94 ;— the  dysp- 
D(Ba  has  very  much  abated,  and 
there  is  a  decided  amendment  in 
the  patient's  strength.     Continue. 

"  14th. — Urine  eight  pints  ; 
pulse  88. 

"  18th. — Urine  seven  pints  ; 
pulse  96. 

"25th.— Urine  two  pints,  and 
natural  in  respect  to  color  and 
taste  ;  pulse  80.     The  sole  com- 

fdaint  appears  to  be  extreme  debi- 
ity.  The  patient  having  regained 
her  sight,  and  having  been  relieved 
of  her  diabetic  symptoms,  she  be- 
came anxious  to  return  home  to 
her  friends.     She  was  accordingly 


discharged,  with  an  injonctioD  to 
come  back  to  the  Hospital,  should 
any  of  her  former  symptoms  recur. 

"  May  10th. — Intense  interest, 
as  might  naturally  be  expected, 
was  excited  with  respect  to  the 
probable  issue  of  this  extraordinary 
case,  which  did  not  in  the  least 
subside  after  the  departure  or  the 
patient  from  the  house.  Frequent 
opportunity  was,  fortunately,  af- 
forded of  inquiry  concerning^  her, 
from  a  relative  who  resided  in  an 
adjoining  house,  and  who  visited 
the  Hospital  once  a  fortnight  as  an 
out-patient.  From  this  person  the 
following  report  was  obtained,  and 
has  subsequently  been  confirmed 
by  the  testimony  of  the  mother  of 
the  patient. 

**  From  her  narrative,  it  ap- 
pears, that  almost  immediately 
(about  four  days)  after  the  young 
woman  had  returned  home,  she 
began  to  experience  a  relapse  of 
uneasiness  fibout  the  head,  accom- 
panied with  great  obscurity  of  vi- 
sion, which  increased  with  such 
rapidity,  that,  before  a  week  had 
elapsed,  she  was  in  a  state  of  otter 
darkness.  To  this  pitiable  condi- 
tion succeeded  her  diabetic  symp- 
toms, but  in  a  more  aggravated 
form  than  in  her  previous  attack, 
together  with  rapid  emaciation, 
and  overpowering  debility.  The 
quantity  of  urine  evacuated  for  se- 
veral days  prior  to  her  decease, 
averaged  at  twenty  pints  per  diem; 
but,  with  the  accession  of  these 
symptoms,  there  was  a  complete 
restoration  of  the  natural  func- 
tions of  the  eye,  which  she  retained 
niost  perfectly  to  the  last  moments 
of  her  existence.  Her  death  took 
place  four  weeks  after  the  return 
of  the  diabetes.  There  had  been 
no  post-mortem  examination.^' — 
Med.  Chir.  Rev. 
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II. 

DROPSICAL  BFrUSION, 

[The  following  article  is  one  of  se- 
veral cases  recently  laid  before  the 
public,  which  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  dropsical  effusion  is  more  often 
the  effect  of  disease  in  the  kidney 
than  nsaally  ^ispected.  It  should 
remind  us  to  bold  the  probability  of 
such  cause  always  in  view,  in  the  exa- 
mination of  hydropic  patients.] 

Francis  Maoee,  ag;ed  57,  a 
weaver,  at  the  time  of  his  admis- 
sion into  the  infirmary,  on  the  5th 
of  August,  182S,  bad  been  affect- 
ed for  three  weeks  with  consider- 
able oedema,  and  some  swelling 
and  firmness  of  the  belTy.  He 
bad  also  occasional  vomiting  in 
the  morning,  and  dull  pain  on 
pressure  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach, 
and  along  the  margin  of  the  ribs 
on  the  right  side.  He  had  like- 
'  wise  frequent  cough,  with  difli- 
\  cult  expectoration  of  tough  opaque 
mucus,  and  considerable  difficulty 
of  breathing.  The  chest  sounded 
'  loudly  everywhere,  on  percussion; 
and  both  acts  of  respiration,  but 
particularly  expiration,  were  pro- 
longed, inspiration  being  also  in- 
distinct, expiration  distinct,  sono- 
rous and  sibilant.  The  pulsation 
of  the  heart  could  not  be  felt  with 
the  hand,  when  he  lay  on  the  left 
side  ;  and  with  the  stethescope, 
both  sound  and  impulse  were  fee- 
ble. The  pulse  too  was  feeble, 
and  only  52  in  the  minute.  The 
tongue  was  furred,  and  the  breath 
fetid  ;  the  bowels  required  the 
frequent  use  of  laxatives  ;  the 
urine  was  of  natural  quantity,  but 
exceedingly  pale,  being  of  the 
lightest  possible  straw  color,  and 
depositing  a  moderate  quantity  of 
white  flakes,  when  heated. 

His  pectoral  complaints  were 
of  eight  years  standing,  and  began 


subsequently  to  the  healing  of  an 
old  ulcer  on  the  leg,  which  bad 
been  occasionally  healed,  though 
only  for  a  few  weeks  at  a  time, 
during  twelve  years  previous  to 
its  final  cicatrization.  About  a 
year  before  his  ad^nission  into  the 
hospital,  his  breathing  got  worse, 
so  as  to  annoy  him  when  at  work. 
About  that  time  he  bad  also  a 
comatose  attack,  which  lasted  a 
day,  and  was  removed  by  blood- 
letting. After  that,  his  urine  had 
been  always  pale,  but  natural  in 
quantity.  For  two  months  before 
he  entered  the  hospital,  he  bad 
pain  in  tbe  loins,  difficulty  in  pass- 
ing urine,  and  frequent  attacks  of 
vomiting. 

He  was  ordered  ten  drops  of 
tincture  of  digitalis,  thrice  a  day, 
in  an  ounce  of  infusion  of  cassia, 
and  likewise  a  mercurial  pill  eve- 
ry evening.  Laxatives  were  also 
given  from  time  to  time.  On  the 
third  day  of  this  treatment,  tbe 
urine  was  104  ounces,  and  had  a 
specific  gravity  of  1007.9.  The 
cedema  was  lessened ;  and  the 
action  of  the  heart,  both  to  the 
hand  and  to  the  stethescope,  was 
natural,  though  rather  feeble. 
On  the  11th  of  August  the  oedema 
was  gone,  the  ascites  nearly  so  ; 
but  his  breathing  was  as  laborious 
as  ever,  and  be  complained  of 
pain  round  tbe  whole  lower  mar- 
gin of  the  chest,  particularly  in 
the  loins,  where  pressure  made 
the  pain  shoot  towards  the  sto- 
mach. The  digitalis  was  discon- 
tinued, and  a  squill  mixture  or- 
dered  in  its  place. 

Froopi  this  time  the  urine  began 
to  decrease  in  quantity,  till  on  the 
16th  it  was  only  40  ounces  daily. 
Its  specific  gravity  was  lOOb.4; 
it  was  as  colorless  as  ever,  coa- 
gulated more  abundantly  when 
heated,  and  contained  very  little 
urea.     There  was  no^  return  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TSB 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SUllOICAL  lOURNAL. 


the  dropsical  sf^etlings,  but  hit 
difficoltf  of  breathing  and  cough 
were  not  in  the  least  relieved. 
Next  dar  the  breathing  was 
worse.  He  also  became  affect- 
ed with  headach,  drowsiness,  con* 
tracted  pupil,  some  livbr  of  the 
face,  and  tremors  of  the  hands. 
The  pulse  was  60  and  full,  and 
the  tongue  brown  on  the  centre. 
Fourteen  ounces  of  blood  were 
therefore  taken  from  the  arm, 
with  some  relief  to  the  djrspncea  ; 
and  the  blood  was  .very  huffy  in 
one  cup.  The  squill  was  now 
abandoned,  and  the  digitalis  re- 
sumed. On  the  18th,  the  symp- 
toms connected  with  the  affection 
of  the  head  were  rather  increas- 
ed, and  he  was  feeble  and  much 
exhausted.  The  urine  was  only 
fifteen  ounces.  A  brisk  laxative 
and  a  purgative  enema  were  or- 
dered, leeches  were  applied  to 
the  temples,  and  subsequently  a 
blister  to  the  head  ;  but  without 
any  advantage.  His  stupor  and 
tremors  got  gradually  worse  and 
woree  ;  bo  complained  of  tender- 
ness over  the  whole  belly  :  the 
urine  on  the  19th  was  only  twelve 
oonces ;  on  the  20th,  twelve 
ounces  were  withdrawn  by  the 
catheter.  On  tho  morning  of  the 
21st,  he  died. 

The   whole  quantity  of  urine 

tassed  durmg  the  last  thirty-six 
ours  of  his  life  was  two  ounces. 
This  had  precisely  the  same  ex- 
ternal qualities  as  the  urine  pre- 
viously passed,  but  had  rather  a 
higher  specific  gravity,  namely, 
100&.5. 

Inspection, — There  was  very 
little  oedema  of  the  limbs.  The 
face  was  not  livid,  and  the  scalp 
was  free  of  blood.  The  sinuses 
of  the  dura  mater  contained  only 
a  moderate  quantity  of  blood;  the 


arachnoid  and  pia  mater,  as  well 
as  the  substance  of  the  whole 
brain,  were  remarkably  destitute 
of  blood,  and  blanched.  There 
was  not  above  half  a  drachm  of 
fluid  in  each  lateral  ventricle, 
and  half  ab  ounce  in  the  base  of 
the  skull.  Even  in  the  base  of 
the  brain  tbe  vessels  were  un- 
usually empty  of  blood.  The 
cortical  matter  of  the  braiD  ap- 
peared less  in  thickness  thao  na- 
tural. In  the  middle  of  the  left 
thalamus^  half  an  inch  behind  the 
anterior  commissure,  there  was  a 
cavity  which  would  have  held  a 
cherry-stone  ;  it  was  crossed  by 
filaments  of  cellular  tissue,  wall- 
ed in  by  a  thin  partition  of  con- 
densed cerebral  substance,  but 
not  surrounded  by  redness  or 
softening. 

The  pericardium  and  base  of 
the  left  lung  adhered  to  the  pleu- 
ra of  the  ribs  by  very  old  adhe- 
sions ;  and  four  ounces  of  clear 
serum  were  contained  in  the 
pleural  sac  of  that  side,  but  none 
in  the  pericardium.  The  poste- 
rior part  of  the  lower  lobe  ivas 
very  (Edematous.  The  walls  of 
the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart 
were  somewhat  thickened,  and 
its  cavity  contracted.  The  aorta 
was  slightly  and  uniformly  enlarg- 
ed at  the  arch,  and  its  whole  inner 
membrane  thickened,  hard  and 
wrinkled, — the  valves  being  also 
involved  in  this  change  of  struc- 
ture. On  the  surface  of  the  right 
lung  there  were  many  6ld  adhe- 
sions to  the  ribs  ;  and  to  its  sub- 
stance a  great  deal  of  oedematous 
infiltration.  The  fore  part  of 
both  lungs  was  grey,  strongly  cre- 
pitant when  handled,  and  slightly 
emphysematous, — the  whole  air- 
cells  being  somewhat  enlarged. 
The  nature  of  their  structure  in 
the  posterior  part  c^nld  not  be 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTON  lifiOICAL  AND  SU1U3ICAL  JOURNAL. 


757 


Moertained,  on  account  of  tbeir 
state  of  infiltratioo.  The  greater 
broochial  tabes  were  filled  %vith 
iDQCOi.  The  blood  was  every- 
where black  and  Said. 

The  stomach  and  intestines 
were  heaUhj.  The  spleen  was 
of  a  pale  reddish-brown,  firm,  and 
coiBposed  of  little  radiated  mass- 
es,— not  unlike  the  mineral  Wa- 
vellite  in  appearance.  The  liver 
was  somewhat  larger  than  usual, 
but  in  structure  perfectly  healthy. 
The  kidneys  were  both  much  dis- 
eased ;  the  ri|;ht  was  rather  less 
than  natural,  externally  rough 
with  small  irregular  modules,  and 
of  a  pale  greyish-brown  color, — 
internally  of  a  pale  greyish-yelloiv 
tint.  The  tubuli  uriniferi  were 
much  nearer  the  surface  than  in 
the  healthy  kidney,  greatly  dimi- 
nished in  size,  and  pushed  as  it 
were  outwardly,  by  a  deposit 
around  the  pelvis  of  greyish-yel- 
low, indistinctly  granular  matter ; 
into  which  also  the  whole  corti- 
cal substance  was  converted,  so 
as  to  have  lost  its  usual  fibrous 
appearance.  Even  the  fibres  of 
the  tubtdi  were  unusually  pale, 
and  the  yellow  matter  was  depo- 
sited among  them.  The  pelvis  of 
the  kidney  was  small,  the  ureter 
pervious.  The  left  kidney  was 
much  diminished  in  size,  flattened 
and  flabby.  Its  cortical  substance 
was  in  the  same  state  as  that  of 
the  right  kidney,  but  rather  dark- 
^er,  and  with  a  few  distinct  tuber- 
cles ;  and  some  grains  were  soft- 
«ened.  The  tubular  portion  was 
of  a  dark  brownish-red  color,  and 
not  fibrous  at  all;  and  it  contained 
several  small  watery  cells,  appa- 
rently the  remains  of  the  infundi- 
bula.  The  ureter  was  pervious. 
The  capsular  fat  of  both  kidneys 
was  indurated,  and    the    tunica 


propria  thickened  and  adher- 
ing. 

•Analysis  of  the  Blood. — About 
an  ounce  of  blood  was*  collected 
from  the  vena  cava,  by  an  incision 
in  the  loins,  great  care  being  ta- 
ken to  keep  it  clean  and  pure. 
It  was  black,  fluid,  .and  nearly 
free  of  the  odor  of  putrefactioe. 
It  was  heated  in  a  vapor  bath,  at 
a  temperature  a  little  under  212| 
and  rapidly  stirred  as  soon  as  it 
began  to  coagulate.  A  thick, 
brownish-red,  granular  mass,  be- 
ing thus  formed,  a  little  distilled 
water  was  added  ;  and  after  agi- 
tation, the  whole  was  filtered. 
A  cherry-red  fluid  passed  through, 
which,  at  212  deg.,  deposited 
more  brown  flakes,  and  became 
wine-yellow  in  color.  This  was 
evaporated  nestrly  to  dryness  in 
the  vapor  bath,  at  a  temperature 
beneath  212  deg.,  during  which  a 
fetid  odor  was  exhaled,  exactly 
the  same  as  that  of  the  patient's 
breath  during  life.  Just  before 
the  fluid  began  to  acquire  a  syrupy 
consistence,  a  drop  of  it  was 
treated  with  nitric  acid,  which 
rendered  it  opaque,  and  caused 
considerable  coagulation ;  but 
crystals  were  not  formed.  The 
syrupy  extract,  when  acted  on  by 
boiling  alcohol,  gave  a  pale  wine- 
yellow  solution,  which  was  eva- 
porated in  a  small  glass  vessel  till 
it  began  to  thicken.  This  extract 
had  the  same  fetor. 

On  the  addition  of  a  few  drops 
of  nitric  acid,  the  same  odor  was 
exhaled  from  it  as  from  extract 
of  urine,  when  similarly  treated  ; 
and  immediately  fine,  greyish-red, 
flaky  crystals,  of  a  pearly  lustre. 
Were  formed  iu  abundance,  so  as 
to  thicken  the  whole  mass.  These 
were  evidently  scales  of  nitrate 
of  urea. — Lond.  Med.  Gaz, 
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III. 


ftimorLTT  or   swALLOwnto  from 

'     DISL0GA7I0N  OR  DIASTASIS  09  THB 
CORNUA  or  TBK  OS  HTOIDRS. 

Sauvaqes,  ia  his  nosologr,  has 
giveQ  the  uame  of  the  dysphagia  of 
Valsalva  to  the  difficult]!^  of  swal- 
lowiog  arising  from  this  cause, 
which  was  first  described  by  the 
latter  author.  Since  his  time, 
Borsieri  and  Molinelli  have  record- 
ed several  cases  of  the  affection  in 
question,  sometimes  occasioned  by 
external  violence,  sometimes  from 
swallowing  large  morsels  of  food. 
Dr.  Gio.  Bat.  Magna  has  recently 
published  a  similar  case  in  the  An- 
nali  Universali  di  Medicina,  of  Mi- 
lan, for  November  and  December, 
1828,  of  which  we  shall  make  a 
short  abstract. 

A  man  of  sixty,  extremely  mea- 
gre and  flabby,  whilst  endeavoring 
to  swallow  a  large  piece  of  the 
tendon  of  beef,  thought  he  felt  it 
stick  in  his  throat,  and  made  many 
attempts  to  get  it  down,  without 
being  even  able  to  swallow  his  sa- 
liva. Each  unsuccessful  effort 
was  accompanied  with  a  peculiar 
noise  of  air  gurgling  up  the  (bso- 
phagus,  but  respiration  and  the 
power  of  speech  were  free.  No- 
thing could  be  seen  or  felt  about 
the  pharynx  or  neck,  and  a  bougie 
passed  readily  down  the  oesopha- 
gus, without  encountering  any  ob- 
stacle or  procuring  any  relief. 
The  painful  spot  being  precisely 
the  region  of  the  os  hvoides,  and 
no  foreign  body  being  lodged  there, 
Signer  Magna  imagined  that  dislo- 
cation, or  rather  diastasis,  of  the 
appendices  of  the  os  hyoides  itself, 
might  be  the  cause  of  all  the  symp- 
toms.  .  He  accordingly  passed 
dowo,  befiiud  the  base  of  the 
tojgue,  the  fore  and  middle  fingers 
of  the  right  band,  and  moved  the 


06  hyoides  in  the  manner  recom- 
mended by  Valsalva  and  Sauvages, 
whilst  the  left  hand  was  applied  on. 
the  bone  behind.  Immediately  the 
uneasy  sensations  experienced  by 
the  patient  in  the  spot  disappear- 
ed, and  he  was  able  to  swallow 
water  with  ease. 

Two  years  afterwards,  asimilai 
accident  happened  from  taking  a 
large  mouthful  of  hard  cold  boullie, 
and  was  remedied  by  similar  i 
J^ed.  Chir.  Rev. 


IV. 

Ibr  the  BotCoa  Modical  mmi 
Surgical  JoornaL 

Some  JlccawU  of  Afftdioni  of  the 
Fau^  considered  in  RelaHon  lo 
the  appearance  of  a  new  Dieeam 
of  this  Party  designated^  by  Dr. 
Jackson^  Gangrmnopsis. 

By  R.  A.  Merriman,  M.O. 

Three  cases  of  Gangraenopsis 
have  come  under  my  observation 
within  the  last  three  years. 

Case  Ist.^— The  first  was  a  lit- 
tle girl  about  ten  years  old,  who 
had  taken,  in  the  course  of  ten 
days,  four  cathartic  doses  of  calo- 
mel, repeated  once  in  two  or  three 
days.  She  was  so  unfortunate  as 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  two  of  the 
fraternity  without  consnitation, 
which  is  always  a  misfortune  to 
the  patient,  because  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  one  to  know  the  doings  of 
the  other  very  accurately.  When 
I  first  saw  her,  the  swelling  and 
soreness  of  the  mouth  were  called 
canker.  The  swelling  of  the 
parts  about  the  mouth  progressed 
uninterruptedly  to  gangrene  and 
sphacelation  of  both  lips,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  right  cheek, 
before  her  death,  and  left  such  a 
hideous  spectacle  in  the  counte- 
nance of  the  child,  as  made  it  de- 


'  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOSTOl}  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


strable  «he  might  not  survive. 
Our  wishes  were  realized. 

Case  2(1. — The  second  case 
was  a  man  about  tiftj  jears  old, 
who  followed  the  coasting  busi- 
ness Troro  this  place  to  Boston. 
He  thought  the  complaint  was 
caused  by  shaving  oflT  a  pimple, 
and  taking  cold.  This  patient 
had  taken  no  mercurj.  When  I 
first  saw  him,  he  had  been  under 

,  the  care  of  Dr. a  short  time. 

The  face  had  very  much  the  ap- 
pearance of  that  of  the  little  girl, 
excepting  it  was  more  confined  to 
one  side  of  the  lips  and  one  cheek. 
The  disorder  progressed  to  slough- 
ing and  separation  of  a  portion  of 
the  cheek  to  the  bigness  of  a  dol- 
lar, near  the  angle  of  the  mouth. 
The  wound  healed  readily,  leav- 
ing a  large  contracted  scar. — This 
was  the  only  fortunate  case  of  the 
three*  The  treatment  was  simi- 
lar to  the  others,  principally  lo- 
cal, the  fermenting  poultice, 
charcoal,  and  the  steams  of  vine- 
gar. The  system  did  not  appear 
to  suffer  very  materially. 

.  X!ase  3d. — The  third  case  was 
that  of  a  servant  girl,  about  whom 
there  could  not  much  be  known. 
She  was  about  sixteen  years  old, 
and  it  was  supposed,  by  those  im- 
mediately acquainted  with  her, 
that  she  had  taken  something  for 
the.  purpose  of  interrupting  a  sup- 
posed pregnancy.  On  account  of 
the  swelling  of  the  organs  of 
speech,  she  could  not  speak  intel- 
ligibly when  I  first  saw  her,  about 
five  days  before  her  death.  The 
swelling  was  great,  had  been  ra- 
pid, and  continued  rapidly  to  in- 
crease and  extend  ;  at  my  first 
visit,  it  was  confined  to  the  lips, 
mouth  and  left  cheek.  The 
whole  neck  above  and  some  below 
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the  clavicles  at  last  was  affected. 
Whether  this  patient  had  or  had 
not  taken  any  preparation  of  mer- 
cury, I  could  not  ascertain.  Gan- 
grene had  commenced  a  day  or 
two  before  her  death. — No  reme- 
dies had  any  apparent  effect  in 
this  case';  she  appeared  to  die 
from  suffocation. 

These  cases  occurred  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  within  150 
yards  of  each  other,  in  three  suc- 
cessive years.  The  .first  case, 
the  little  girl,  was  connected  with 
a  poor  family  ;  the  other  two  had 
all  the  comforts  of  health  and 
sickness. 

Since  writing  the  above,  two 
other  cases  have  come  to  my 
knowledge.  One,  a  girl  about 
eighteen  years  old,  who  lived  out 
of  town,  and  was  not  seen  by  my 
friend  Dr.  Flagg,  till  three  days 
before  her  death.  This  was  very 
much  such  a  case  as  ray  third,— 
the  family  suspecting  that  she 
had  taken  some  means  to  procure 
abortion.  The  other  was  one  to 
whom  much  mercury  had  been 
given,  and  pursued  for  a  consider- 
able time,  in  small  doses,  and 
even  after  profuse  ptyalism  had 
been  established.  This  patient 
was  a  sea-faring  man,  about  forty 
years  old.  His  mouth  and  face 
swelled  ;  he  could  not  distinctly 
articulate  for  several  months  ;  his 
teeth  fell  out  ;  and  portions  of  his 
lower  jaw,  including  the  sockets 
of  the  teeth,  came  out.  At  the 
end  of  nine  months  he  died,  either 
of  the  original,  or  instituted  dis- 
ease. 

In  the  year  1813,  typhous  fe- 
ver prevailed  in  the  part  of  the 
country  where  I  then  was  prac- 
tising. I  recollect  that  in  two 
protracted  cases  where  mercury 
had  been  given  in  small  doses  for 
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i  nninber  of  weeks,  the  cheeks 
were  affected,  as  I  supposed, 
with  the  medicine.  In  onC)  a 
small  perforation,  near  the  angle 
of  the  mouth,  about  the  bigness 
of  a  dime,  sphacelated  and  sepa- 
rated, without  any  swelling  or  in- 
flammation ;  and  this  happened 
some  time  before  the  patient,  a 
young  lad,  died. — The  other  case 
was  a  lady  between  fifty  and  six- 
ty, who  had  sivelling  and  inflam- 
mation in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
parotid  gland.  A  large  portion 
of  the  cheek  sphacelated,  and 
left  an  opening  tne  bigness  of  a 
dollar,  through  which  her  food 
and  drink  flowed  for  some  time. 
This  patient  recovered,  and  the 
tvound  healed,  contracting  the 
check  and  drawing  her  mouth  on 
brie  side. 

Other  instances  of  sudden  and 
unusual  sivellings  about  the  mouth 
trnd  face  have  occasionally  arisen, 
XV'hich  have  sabs^itted  without 
"Risking  a  lasting  impression  on 
v\XT  hiembries.  A  case  happened 
in  this  town  three  years  ago, 
"ivhere  the  tongue  of  a  child  eight 
or  ten  years  old  swelled  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  the  mouth,  and 
so  continued  for  ten  days,  accom- 

tianied  with  much  dropping  of  sa- 
iva.  This  case  was  uuattended 
with  much  disturbance  of  the 
system. 

When  I  first  saw  Dr.*  Jackson^s 
account  of  *^  Gangrsenopsis"  in  the 
Medical  Recorder,  I  fel  t  as  though 
there  might  be  some  doubt  about 
the  specific  character  of  the  dis- 
ease in  most  of  the  cases  which 
he  enumerated, — that  they  might 
hare  been  the  legitimate  efi*ects 
of  mercury:  a  doubt  which  Dr. 
Jackson  has  more  than  hinted. 
It  cannot  he  disguised,  that  the 
action  of  this  most  powerful  wea- 
pon   against    disease,    produces 


^metimes  very  disast)roits  effects. 
It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  tcr  wilnees 
these  eflects  too  frequently  ;  aod 
it  must  be  confessed  that  we  are 
all  sometiipes  surprised  at  the 
sudden  and  accumulated  effects 
of  this  medicine  :  but,  of  the  se- 
vere cases  related  io  this  paper, 
in  one  certainly,  the  second  case, 
no  mercury  had  been  taken.  This 
was  a  very  severe,  but  socceas- 
ful  case  ; — and  it  is  most  pro- 
bable that  in  two  others,  the  third 
and  fifth,  none  had  been  taken. 
In  Dr.  Jacksoo^s  cases,  the  most 
of  them  had  taken  mercury.  Dr. 
Webber,  in  the  Journal  of  Sci- 
ence, has  not  even  appeared  to 
suspect  that  qiercory  may  have 
been  the  cause  of  the  complaiote. 
Only  two  of  his  cases  appear  to 
have  been  very  severe.  In  tbeee, 
one  was  established  on  his  first 
visit,  and  amended  under  the  ase 
of  mercury  ;  in  the  other,  merce- 
ry had  been  given.  In  the  other 
two  it  is  likely,  agreeably  to  bis 
custom,  calomel  had  been  given. 

In  Dr.  Brown's  case  mercarjr 
was  given,  though  several  weeks 
previous  to  the  appearance  of  the 
swelling.  '  I  have  never  observed 
anything  like  a  mesial  line  marked 
in  this  disease,  thoogh  most  of  the 
swelling  has  been  on  one  side,  bat 
not  confined  to  it.  In  the  first 
case  here  related,  the  little  girl, 
the  sphacelation  included  all  the 
lips  and  one  cheek.  The  disor^ 
der  has  not  been  confined  to  child- 
ren. 

I  have  thought  that  these  affec- 
tions may  be  accounted  for  with- 
out considerir^  them  sui  geoeris, 
or,  that  a  new  disease  is  malueg 
its  appearance.  The  faee  and 
parts  about  it  are  peculiarly  lie* 
ble  to  sudden  swellings  and  in- 
flamraatton.  These  swellings  are 
not  otily  sudden,  but  very  great. 
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80  as  entirelj  to  obliterate  Ibe 
distinguishing  features  of  the  lodi- 
vidual.  The  tongue  is  liable 
to  these  sudden  swellings  ;  ca*- 
rious  and  diteased  teeth  pro- 
duce them  ;  the  whole  face  is 
frequently  so  swelled  from  expos- 
ores  to  vegetable  poisons,  as  they 
are  called,  and  the  stings  of  poi- 
sonous insects,  that  the  features 
of  the  individual  are  not  recogniz- 
able. These  swellings  most  ge- 
nerally go  off  by  resolution.  This 
peculiar  diathesis  probably  is 
more  susceptible  in  children  than 
in  more  mature  lifo.  This  apti- 
tude to  inflammation  and  swelling 
may  be  brought  into  action  by 
various  exciting  causes  ;  such  as 
carious  teeth,  vegetable  and  ani- 
mal poisons,  and,  as  in  one  of  the 
cases  above  related,  by  shaving 
off  a  pimple  in  taking  off  the 
beard,  and  by  mercury. 

In  the  first  case  related  in  this 
paper,  we  were  satisfied  that  the. 
gangrenous  erosion  was  caused  by 
the  operation  of  mercury.  The 
case  was  supposed  to  be  one  of 
debility  or  atrophy,  where  worms 
bad  become  troublesome.  Ca- 
thartic doses  of  calomel  were  di- 
rected once  in  two  days,  and  ob- 
served till  four  doses  were  taken: 
the  patieirt  then  was  visited  by 
Dr.  — — ,  without  any  knowledge 
of  medioine  having  been  prescrib- 
ed previously,  or. taken  ;  calomel 
%vas  again  prescribed,  and  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  lumbrici 
were  discharged  from  the  bowels 
a  few^ys  previous  to  the  child^s 
death.  In  this  case,  the  patient 
evidently  took  a  double  portion  of 
iDercury»  I  would  here  too'  re- 
mark, that  the  lips  both  of  old  and 
young  -are  subject  to  eruptions, 
but  more  particularly  in  young ; 
and  they  may  be  more  liable  to 
the  specificaction  of  mercury  in 


young  subjects  than  older,  and 
more  perhaps  than  other  parts  oT 
the  face. 

Marblehtad^  Jan,  1, 1830. 


V. 

Conmranicfttwl  for  the  DostAn  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

ANSURISM  OF  THE  TEMPORAL  AaTEKT 
SroNTANBOUSLY  RELIEVEI). 

By  Ebbvesul  Stovb,  M.D. 

In  the  spring  of  1827,  white  vi- 
siting a  lady  sick  of  a  long  fever, 
she  showed  me  a  tumor  upon  the 
scalp,  near  the  foramen  in  the 
parietal  bone,  which,  on  examina- 
tion, proved  to  be  an  aneurism  of 
the  temporal  artery,  of  the  size 
of  a  walnut.  It  pulsated  strongly, 
as  did  the  different  branches  of 
the  temporal  artery,  which  were 
enlarged  and  tortuous,  spreading 
over  the  whale  side  of  the  fore* 
head.  She  informed  me  that  the 
tumor  took  place  while  she  was 
sick,  some  time  before,  of  a  fever 
attended  with  severe  headach. 

It  remained  stationary  till  the 
summer  of  1828,  when  it  enlarged 
and  became  more  troublesome, 
interrupting  sleepiby  the  throb- 
bing pain.  Pressure  was  now 
tried,  with  temporary  relief. . 
The  distress,  howevei',  occasioned 
by  the  aneurism  was  so  great, 
that  an  operation  was  proposed 
and  consented  to.  But,  in  the 
mean  time,  she  was  seized  with 
pneumonia,  attended  with  a  vio- 
lent cough,  which  produced  great 
pain  in  the  tumor.  Inflammation 
took  place,  so  that  the  side  of  the 
head  was  much  swollen,  and  the 
eye  became  oedematous.  But, 
on  the  subsidence  of  the  inflamma- 
tion, we  were  surprised  to  find 
that  the  varicose  arteries  had 
disappeared,  and  that  the  tumor 
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had  lessened  one  half  in  size,  and  enlarged,  nor  do  they  discover  any 

become  quite  firm.     1  have  exa-  undue   action.     There   is  still  a 

mined  it  often  of  late,  and  have  small   firm  tumor,  in  which,  by 

been  constantly  informed  that  it  pressure,  you  may  discover  deep- 

gave  no  uneasiness.     The  arteries  seated  pulsation.  ^ 

in  the  neighborhood  are  neither  FFo/po/e,  Jon.  1, 1830. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAI.  UTBRATURE. 


tlLCERATION  OF  THE.  STOMACH. 

We  mentioned,  in  a  late  number,  a 
case  of  recent  occurrence,  in  which 
death  followed  the  taking  of  a  large 
quantity  of  arsenic,  but  no  trace  of 
erosion  was  found  in  the  gastric 
.  coats.  A  question  of  considerable 
interest  in  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject is,  how  far  the  existence  of 
such  erosion,  or  of  ulceration  in  this 
organ,  is  to  be  taken  as  a  proof  of 
poison  in  suspected  cases.  That  ul- 
ceration and  even  perforation  of  the, 
stomach  may  happen  from  disease, 
b  by  no  means  a  new  discovery ; 
but  we  believe  the  frequency  of  its 
occurrence  would  scarcely  have  been 
suspected,  had  not  the  investigations 
of  some  late  pathologists  particularly 
directed  the  attention  of  the  public 
to  the  subject.  It  appears  from 
these  researches,  that  perforation  of 
the  stomach  is  often  found  in  connec- 
tion with,  and  as  the  sequel  of,  can- 
cerous ulceration  of  the  organ. 
These  cases  are  usually  of  long  con- 
tinuance, and  in  their  progress  to- 
wards a  fatal  termination,  produce 
various  degrees  of  irritation  in  the 
part.  In  another  class  of  cases,  the 
disease  has  commenced  in  common 
inlQammation,  either  of  the  mucous 
coat  of  the  stomach  on  the  one  hand, 
or  of  the  neighboring  portion  of  pe- 


ritoneum on  the  other.  In  many  of 
the  cases  of  this  class,  the  disease  of 
the  stomach  has  been  complicated 
with  peritonitis  ;  and  this  has  parti- 
cularly been  noticed  in  women  who 
have  died  of  the  disease  after  child- 
birth. In  other  cases,  no  inflamma- 
tion could  be  discovered  in  the  ab- 
domen, and  in  some,  even  the  part 
around  the  perforation  appeared 
healthy. 

The  principal  circumstances  of 
difference,  which  distinguish  the  ac- 
tion of  caustic  poisons  on  the  sto- 
mach from  that  of  the  causes  above 
alluded  to,  are  the  following:— 
When  perforation  has  been  produced 
by  poison,  the  edges  of  the  opening 
are  usually  thickened,  or  at  least  of 
the  same  thickness  as  the  rest  of  the 
organ  ;  when,  on  the  contrary,  ths 
has  resulted  from  infiammatioD,  the 
internal  tunics  are  usually  found  to 
have  yielded  to  a  greater  extent  than 
the  serous  membrane,  and  the  edges 
are  thin.  In  the  former  case,  the 
form  of  the  opening  is  very  irregu- 
lar ;  in  the  latter,  much  less  so. 
The  color  of  the  edge,  from  nitric 
acid,  is  usually  yellow;  and  from  the 
sulphuric,  black.  The  state  of  the 
mouth,  fauces,  and  oesophagus,  when 
corrosive  poison  has  been  swallowed, 
also  furnishes  an  important  indica- 
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tioo.  The  parts  of  the  stomach  io 
the  vicinity  of  the  perforation  are 
also  usually  inflamed ;  but  this  clr- 
cumstancey  a|  we  have  seen^  cannot 
be  depended  on. 

It  is  however  to  be  eonsidered, 
that  the  cases  in  which  the  physician 
is  called  on  to  decide  as  to  the  proofs 
of  poison,  always  involve  the  charac- 
ter^  and  usually  the  life  of  survivors  ; 
and  however  useful  the  above  indica- 
tions may  be,  as  furnishing  just 
ground  of  suspicion  and  farther  exa- 
mination, he  would  probably  hesitate 
to  anert,  from  the  appearance  of  any 
or  all  of  them,  that  poison  was  cer- 
tainly the  cause  of  death.  The  only 
safe  ground  on  which  to  rest  this 
conclusion,  is  the  actual  detection  of 
the  poisonous  substance  ;  and  fortu- 
oately,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  this 
detection  may  be  effected  by  chemi- 
cal agents.  Convictions  may  indeed 
take  place  where  this  species  of 
proof  cannot,  from  the  circumstances, 
be  obtained  ;  but  this  will  of  course 
require  the  aid  of  other  evidence, 
for  the  accuracy  of  which  the  medi- 
cal man,  as  such,  is  not  responsible. 


OPHTBALMIA  OF  INFANTS. 

Wb  quoted,  in  one  of  our  late  num- 
bers, an  opinion  expressed  in  a  fo- 
reign journal,  that  this  disease  was 
frequently  connected  with,  and  pro- 
bably owing  to,  a  morbid  utero- 
vaginal secretion  in  the  parent. 
We  see  that  a  'similar  view  of  the 
subject  is  adopted  by  Dr.  McKenzie, 
of  the  Glasgow  Eye  Infirmary.  In 
his  view,  it  is  by  no  means  necessary 
to  the  communication  of  disease  from 
the  parent,  that  it  should  be  venereal 


in   its  character.     In  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  cases  in  which  the 
ophthalmia  occurs,  such  an   origin 
cannot  be  suspected.    In  many  of 
these,  however,  a  leucorrhoeal  dis- 
charge is  known  to  exist;  audit  may 
fairly  be  presumed,  that  this  is  its 
true  origin  io  the  majority  of  all  the 
cases    which    occur.      Ophthalmia, 
indeed,  is    not  the  necessary  con- 
sequence of  this  state  of  things,  and 
may  almost  certainly  be  prevented 
by  seasonable  ablution,  and  a  due 
regulation  of  heat  and  light.  Where, 
however,  the  eye  has  been  inoculat- 
ed with  morbid  matter,  and  subse- 
quently neglected  for  half  an  hour 
or  more,  exposed  in  the  interval  to 
a  strong  light,  or  to  a  draught  of  air, 
the  disease  can  scarce  fail  to  follow. 
That  t|iis  species  of  neglect  too  often 
occurs   through  the  carelessness  of 
nurses,  we  are  well  aware  ;  and  the 
attentioa  of  the  obstetric  practitioner 
cannot  be  too  often  or  too  forcibly 
called  to  its  inevitable  consequences. 
If  the  first  production  of  this  ma- 
lady is  thus  often  chargeable  to  the 
neglect  of  the  nurse,  its  subsequent 
treatment  implies,  sometimes  at  least, 
a  want  of  care  and  reflection  on  the 
part  of  the  practitioner.    It  is  an 
idea  sometimes  expressed  and   ofieu 
entertained,  that  the  diseases  of  in- 
'fants  are  not  to  be  benefited  by  any 
active  treatment;  and   that  where 
the  restorative  processes  are  to  occur 
at  all,   they    occur    spontaneously. 
To  a  very  considerable  extent,  this 
is    undoubtedly    true.      Nature    is 
mindful  of  the  wants  of  her  children, 
and  most  of  those  in  regard  to  whom 
the  resources  of  art  are  most  limited. 
It  is  true  that  infants  recover  from 
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disease  with  very  little  interfere  nee 
from  arr,  and  with  the  exhibition  of 
the  simplest  medicinal  agents ;  but 
this  face  neither  oSers  any  argument 
for  neglect,  nor  for  the  omission  of 
^ny  remedy  which  i«  clearly  indicat- 
ed by  the  circumstances  of  a  parti- 
cular case.  Above  all,  where  dis- 
ease occurs  in  an  organ  like  the  eye, 
wfakh  is  opea  to  inspection,  every 
«lage  in  its  progress  ought  to  be 
^cairefnUy  noticed ;  and  where,  for 
want  of  this  attention,  as  has  some- 
times happened,  extensive  deep  ul- 
ceration has  been  permitted  to  take 
place  »nchecked,  the  altetidatit  is 
justly  chargeable  with  the  violation 
of  a  sacred  duty,  and  is  without  ex- 
cuse. 

In  his  views  of  the  treatment  of 
this  disease,  Dr.  McKenzie  'lioes  not 
materially  differ  from  the  author  we 
have  already  quoted.  The  best  col- 
lyrium  for  washing  away  the  puru- 
lent discbarge,  according  to  him,  is 
a  solution  of  a  grain  of  murias  hy- 
drargyri  in  eight  ounces  of^water- 
This  is  to  be  applied  not  only  to  the 
eye  itself,  but  to  the  internal,«urfaces 
of  the  lids,  which  must  be  separated 
from  each  other  and  everted,  so  that 
these  surfaces  may  be  exposed.  If, 
from  the  thickness  of  the  conjuncti- 
va, the  lids  are  disposed  to  remain 
everted,  they  must  be  carefully  re- 
placed. This  application  may  be 
made  with  a  bit  of  sponge,  or,  what 
is  still  better  if  performed  by  the 
surgeon,  may  be  injected  with  a 
syringe.  Beside  this,  however,  it  is 
necessary,  except  in'  the  mildest 
cases,  to  employ  a  solution  of  nitr. 
arg.  four  grains,  or  of  sulphate  of 


copper  six  grains  to  the  oapce. 
This  is  to  be  applied  to  the  surface 
«A  the  eye  with  a  caniet's  hahr  pencil, 
once  or  twice  in  the  day.  .  If  ibe 
eyelids  are  disposed  to  becocoe  ad- 
herent doring  sleep,  they  must  at 
night  be  iiliued  with  the  ung.  prec« 
rubri.  In  some'  mild  cases,  tbe 
last  application  alone  has  effected  a 
cure.  The  other  topical  remedies 
proposed  by  Dr.  McK.  are,  scarifi- 
cation of  the  lids  and  of  the  eye  it- 
self, leeches  to  the  temples,  and  vesi- 
cation behind  the  ear.  Those  of  a 
more  general  nature  are  the  oleum 
ricini  as  a  cathartic,  and  calomel  as 
an  alterativei  lA  tedious  cases. 

The  extensive  experience  which 
Mr.  McKenzie  has  had  as  ae  oph- 
thalmic surgeon,  renders  bis  opinion 
on  this  subject  an  important  authori- 
ty, and  one  from  which  we  would 
not,  en  light  grounds,  venture  lo 
dissent.  By  most  practitioners,  bow- 
ever,  the  treatment  will  probably  be 
thought  more  active  than  In  ordinary 
cases  is  necessary  or  useful.  The 
astringent  injection  which  is  recom- 
mended is  very  much  more  powerful 
than  that  which  has  been  employed 
by  other  surgeons.  That  usually 
prescribed  by  Mr.  Ware  in  similar 
cases,  contained  one  grain  of  blue 
vitriol  to  the  ounce  of  water,  and 
this  was  diluted  before  using.  Great 
judgment  and  caution  are  requisite 
in  regulating  the  strength  of  appli- 
cations to  so  delicate  a  part  as  the 
eye.  We  have  seen,  in  our  own 
practice,  a  case  of  ulcerated  cornea 
precisely  similar  to  those  in  which 
Mr.  Guthrie  employs  his  ung.  nit 
arg.|  but  which,  afler  resbting  these 
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wwr4  measuveiy  hnpreved  uni  re*  The  paper  of  Mr.  McKenate  to  wbicli 
covvred  rapitfly  under  the  me  of  a  we  hhve  retetred,  will  be  foand  in 
very  weak  solatioa  of  sulph.  sioc.    the  Glasgow  Journal  for  Novenber. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JANUARY  12,  1830. 


MODI  OF  APPLTINO  LBBCBE8. 

A  HUNGRY  animal  seldom  needs 
much  persuasion  to  lay  hold  oa  the 
food  set  before  him.  The  leechy 
particularly  .the  American  leech, 
seems  to  form  an  exception  to  this 
rule.  Numerous  have  been  the 
means  adopted  by  different  persons 
to  persuade  this  animal  to  quaff  bis 
favorite  nectar.  Cream  has  been 
spread  over  the  part  to  be  bitten,  as 
if  to  inform  him  that  the  milic  of  his 
engorgement  was  beneath.  Raw 
beef  has  been  rubbed  upon  it,  to  re- 
mind him  of  the  d^ice  in  waiting,  or 
else  to  deceive  him  into  the  belief  that 
bis  food  was  very  near  at  hand,  and 
thus  encourage  him  to  commence 
operations.  When  these  means  have 
failed,  as  if  he  had  not  spirit  or  pow- 
er enough  to  penetrate  the  thin  mem- 
brane which  encases  the  human  fab- 
ric, the  work  has  been  begun  for  him 
with  the  point  of  a  lancet.  But  with 
all  these  baits  and  allurements  at 
command,  we  know  of  few  tasks  so 
tiresome  and  so  trying  to  the  pa- 
tience, as  that  of  applying  American 
leeches  in  the  winter  season.  It  de- 
serves to  be  ranked  among  the  mise- 
ries of  life.^With  great  pleasure, 
therefore,  we  hail  the  discovery  of  a 
method  said  to  be  immediately  ef- 
fectual in  accomplishing  this  desira- 
ble end.  The  author  of  this  disco- 
very has  been  led  to  it  by  a  course 


the  most  natural  imaginable.  Con* 
fidingin  the  soundness  of  the  princi- 
ple, that  **  a  bird  which  can  sing  and 
wont  sing,  must  be  made  to  sing,'' 
he  dismisses  at  once  all  persuaders, 
and  takes  to  the  second  course  ;  and 
having  found  that  this  animal  has  as 
great  an  aversion  to  brass,  as  some 
young  lads,  who  possess  a  large  share 
of  it,  have  to  a  certain  vegetable  pro* 
duction,  he  holds  up  this  rod  over 
him,  with  immediate  effect. 

This  metallic  composition,  drawn 
into  wire,  is  woven  into  a  basket 
about  the  shape  of  an  old-fashioned 
wire  mouse-trap,  and  about  the  size 
of  a  new-fashioned  wineglass.  Into 
this  machine  the  leeches  are  platced, 
and  the  open  mouth  of  the  basket  is 
then  applied  to  the  skin  which  is  to 
be  puuctured.  The  animals,  instead 
of  attaching  themselves  to  the  brass 
wire,  as  they  generally  do  to  a  glass 
vessel,  shun  it  most  sedulously,  and, 
driven  from  every  other  side  of  their 
cage,  they  rest  on  the  sipi,  and  ea- 
gerly commence  the  acts^  of  punctur- 
ing and  suction.  >'  • 

If  this  mode  is  found  to  be  really 
as  efficacious  as  it  is  represented  to 
be  by  the  discoverer,  it  will  be  the 
means  of  preventing  a  vast  deal  of 
impatience  and  petulance,  as  well  as 
of  enabling  us  to  adopt  an  effectual 
method  of  relieving  irritation,  with- 
out the  annoyance  to  the  sick  which 
is  so  apt  to  modify  and  often  coua- 
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terafct  the  effect  of  the  applicatioo. 
The  use  of  the  common  oative  leecb^ 
however,  seems  likely  to  be  almost 
luperseded,  in  this  vicinity  at  least, 
by  those  imported  from  Germany  and 
France.  These  latter  attach  moch 
more  readily  than  the  natives,  and 
draw  a  larger  quantity,  and  leave  an 
outlet  for  a  much  greater  discharge. 
They  will  not  however  always  bite 
without  delay  or  inconvenience. 

The  usual  mode  in  which  these 
curious  animals  are  sent  here,  is  to 
pack  them  in  boxes  nearly  filled  with 
argillaceous  earth.  It  has  been  usual, 
on  their  arrival  here,  to  transfer  them 
from  this  substance  to  vases  of  water ; 
but  it  is  now  t'he  practice  with  many 
of  our  druggists  to  let  them  remain 
without  disturbance  ;  and  the  success 
of  this  plan,  though  far  from  uniform, 
is  said  to  be  at  least  equal  to  that  of 
the  other.  If  indeed  this  substance 
be  the  best  that  can  be  adopted  for 
their  preservation  during  a  voyage, 
we  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
answer  equally  well  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  them  while  on  shore.  Tbe 
peculiar  susceptibilities  of  the  leech 
to  injury  from  external  causes,  seems 
yet  to  require  much  explanation ; 
and  one  who  should  make  himself 
fully  acquainted  with  their  habits, 
might  render  this  knowledge  very 
liseful  to  himself  and  the  community. 

The  utility  of  leeches  in  countries 
where  they  can  be  always  obtained 
and  depended  on^  is  exceedingly 
great ;  whereas  in  this  country,  from 
their  uncertainty  and  tbe  trouble  at- 
tending their  application,  they  have 
been  at  times  almost  abandoned  as  a 
medical  agent.  In  France,  great  at- 
tention is  paid  to  the  breed  of  leech* 


es.  Wesee  iDarecentjoorMl  dnt 
a  considerable  importation  had  bees 
-made  from  Senegal,  and  that  experi- 
ments were  making  in  the  Parisiao 
hospitals  to  determine  their  value  as 
compared  with  the  native  leech. 
Could  the  foreign  animal  be  preserved 
and  multiplied  in  this  country,  it 
would  form  an  important  addition  to 
our  medical  resources. 


HBDICAL    INQUIRER. 

Wk  have  received  the  first  No.  of  a 

new  monthly  Journal,  entitled  Tike 

New  York  Medical  Inquirer.     The 

motto  of  this  periodical  is,^^ 

'^  I^t  mystery  be  stripped  of  all  {iretence, 
And  practice  be  combined  with  oommoik 
aense.^^ 

A  motto  sufficiently  indicative,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  specimen  before 
us,  of  the  character  and  spirit  of  the 
work.  It  is  designed  for  general 
circulation.  The  success  of  the 
Philadelphia  Journal  of  Health 
has  given  an  impt^lse  to  works  of 
this  description  ;  and  we  understand 
that  a  Journal  of  like  character  is  to 
be  published  in  this  city.  If  gene- 
rally read  and  acted  on,  the  salutary 
precepts  usually  diffiised  in  such 
works  are  calculated  to  lessen  the 
amount  of  human  sufiering.  One  in 
each  of  our  great  cities  might  cer- 
tainly be  supported. 

VACCINATION. 

The  following  is  decidedly  the  most 
efficacious  mode  which  has  ever  been 
adopted  to  secure  a  general  vaccina- 
tion among  the  poor.  The  Bmy 
and  Norwich  Posiy  an  English  news- 
paper, states  that,— 
^  Information  having  been  given 
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that  this  daogercns  and  iofectious 
disease  is  very  prevalent  iu  various 
pans  of  this  city,  public  notice  has 
been  issued,  by  order  of  a  court  of 
mayoralty,  recommeuding  to  the  in- 
habitants immediately  to  have  re- 
course to  vaccination,  and  stating  that 
%he  poor  inhabitants  may  receive  from 
the  Corporation  of  Guardians  a  re- 
ward of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  for 
each  person  who  may  be  vaccinated." 


THE  MEMBRANA  TTMPANI. 

It  has  been  long  observed,  that  in 
the  act  of  attentive  listening  the 
mouih  is  partially  opeiied,  which  is 
believed  to  increase  the  power  of 
hearing,  and  facilitate  the  transmis- 
sion of  feeble  sounds  to  the  internal 
ear  through  the  Eustachian  tubes. 
I  believe  the  alteration  in  the  form 
of  the  external  auditory  passage, 
which  is  produced  by  the  opening  of 
the  muuth,  has  been  overlooked  ; 
but,  if  1  mistake  not,  it  is*to  this 
cause  any  increased  facility  of  hear- 
ing, by  such  act,  may  be  attributed. 
By  placing  the  finger  iu  the  ear,  and 
opening  the  mouth,  the  change  in 
the  form  of  the  auditory  passage  is 
immediately  observed,  by  the  with- 
drawal of  the  articulating  process  of 
the  lower  jaw  from  within  its  axis, 
and  thus  enabling  the  sonorous  un- 
dulations to  impinge  more  directly 
upon  the  membrana  tympaoi — Lon. 
Med.  Gazette. 


Removal  of  ike  Arm^  Scapula 
and  Clavicle.-— An  account  is  given, 
in  a  Loudon  Journal,  of  a  sailor,  iu 


whom  a.11  these  parS  were  totally 
and  successfully  amputated  by  Dr. 
Ralph  Cuming,  formerly  Surgeon  to 
the  Naval  Hospital  at  Antigua.  The 
cause  -of  the  operation  was  a  severe 
gunshot  wound. 

Decomposition  of  Corrosive  Sub* 
limate  by  Vegetable  Bodies, — Ac- 
cording to  the  experiments  of  M. 
Fabian,  the  mucilage  of  quince  seed 
(semence  de  coing),  and  that  of  Sa- 
lop, decomposes  corrosive  sublimate 
the  instant  it  is  mixed  with  its  solu- 
tion ;  but  the  decoction  of  marsh- 
mallow  does  not  produce  the  same 
effect,  and  the  extract  of  lii|Uorice 
only  partially. — Phil.  J.  of  P harm. 

Preparation  of  Hartshorn  Jelly. 
— The  following  process  is  due  to 
M.  Ferrez  : — Four  ounces  of  rasped 
^rtshorn  are  to  be  steeped  in  eight 
ounces  of  water,  acidulated  with 
sixty  grains  of  muriatic  acid  for  tea 
minutes,  and  then  washed  carefully 
in  two  or  three  waters.  It  is  then 
to  be  boiled  with  fresh  water  for  half 
an  hour,  pressed  through  a  cloth, 
and  the  liquid  filtered  whilst  hot* 
This  fluid  is  the  jelly,  which,  being 
qualified  by  sugar  or  other  ingredi- 
ents, and  boiled  slightly,  gives,  upon 
cooling,  a  perfectly  clear  and  good 
jelly  for  the  table. — Jour,  de  Phar. 

United  Twins  separated. — M. 
Mayor  slates,  in  the  Journal  de  Crc- 
neve  for  July  30,  lS29i  that  two 
girls,  united  like  the  Siamese  Bro- 
thers, were  separated  by  an  opera- 
tion, and  both  of  them  lived. 


WBEKLT   KKPORT   OF   DEATHS  IN 

BOSTON,  ENDING  DECEMaER  31. 

D*t«.  |Sex.|A«e.  \                Diseiwe.               f 

Date. 

Sez.|Affe  (               Disease. 

l>ee.26. 
28. 

F. 
F 

28  yra  coMuroplion 
9        unknown 

F.21-2ymeae!et 
M.  26         unknown 

29. 

F. 

27        bilious  fever 

M.  85         brain  fever 

IV1. 

72       complaint  of  the  gtomach 

M.  80         old  age                           , 

M. 

3        mortification 

F.  86         consumption 

M. 
M. 

64       intemperance 
6        lun^  fever 

«1. 

M.  18         epilepej 

M  49         dropsy  in  the  head 

80. 

F. 

16  mo  hooping  cough 

1 

M.120  no  Iworaui 

MalM»  10,— Fe 

inalet»6.    Total,  16. 
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NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

JUST  pablishcd,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TKR  &  HEiVDEC,— Malaria;  an 
Easay  on  the  Prod  action  and  Propag^ation 
of  this  Poison.  By  Jobw  McCoLboca, 
M.D.  F.R.S.,  &c.  &c. 

An  E^iay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Inter- 
nal Ear.  By  I.  A.  Saisst,  M.D.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French,  by  Naybait  R. 
8mitb,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
Uniirersity  of  Maryland  ;  with  a  Supple- 
Bent  on  Diseases  of  the  Eaiternal  £ar,  by 
tlie  Translator. 

Observations  on  the  UHlity  and  Admi- 
nistration of  Purgative  Medicines,  in  seve- 
ral Dispases.  By  Jamks  Hamilton,  M. 
D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, &c.  &c.  From  the  Fifth  Edin- 
burgh Edition. 

A  Treatise  on  Pathological  Anatomy. 
By  William  £.  Horner,  M.D.,  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Surgeon  at  the  Infirmary 
of  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  Member 
•f  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 

Elements  of  Operative  Suigery.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  of  A.  Tavervier, 
Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  Faculty  of  Pa- 
ris, &c.,  with  copious  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions.    Bf  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Nature,  Cause  and 
Treatment  of  Contagious  Typhus.  From 
the  German  of  J.  Val  De  Hilde9braiii>, 
Imperial  and  Royal  Counsellor,  Professor 
of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vienna,  &c.  &c.  By  S.  D.  Gross, 
M.D. 

An  Essay  on  the  Morbid  Sensibility  of 
the  Stomach  and  Bowels.      By   Jamss 

JOHNSOV,   M.D. 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Chemistry, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Pharmacy.  For 
the  Use  of  Students.  By  Robert  Hoop- 
»R,  M.D,  Dec.  22. 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  at 
BOWDOIN  COLLEGE  will  com- 
mence on  TUESDAY,  February  23, 1830, 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  Johw 

Dklamatter,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Suigery,  by  J.  D.  Wxllb, 

M.D. 
Midwifery,  by  James  McKexh,  M.D. 


Chemistry  and  Ms^ria  Medica,  hj   F. 
Cleavslavd,  M.D. 
The  AvATOMicAL  CABinr  Is  ext«a- 

sivc,  and  very  valuable. 

The  Library,  already  one  of  the  beat 
Medical  Libraries  in  the  United  Stmtos. 
continues  to  be  every  year  enriched  bjr 
New  Works,  both  foreign  and  domestic 

Every  person  becoming  a  membar  of 
this  InstLitotion,  is  required  to  present  sa- 
tisfactory evidence  that  he  ponesMS  r 
good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  admission  to  ml! 
the  Lectures  is  $  50.  Graduating  fee, 
including  diploma,  $  10.  There  b  no 
matriculating  fee.  The  Lectures  contiBae 
three  months.  ' 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  dose  of 
the  Lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  fol- 
lowing Commencement  of  the  CoUeee  in 
September.  A  systematic  coarse  of  fo^ 
struction,  embracing  Recitaiions  in  mil 
the  branches  of  Medical  Science,  Demon- 
strations, and  Lectures,  wUl  be  giren  bj 
the  Professors,  during  the  interval  bo-  ; 
tween  the  annual  courses  of  Lectures.  | 

Boarding  may  bo  obtained  in  the  Com- 
mons Hall  at  a  very  reasonable  price. 

Brunstnck^  Dtc,  4,  1829. 

Dec.  15.— 4teop. 

DEWEES'  PRACTICE. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  CAH. 
TER  &  HENbEE,  A  PRACTICE  . 
OF  PHYSIC,  comprising  most  of  the  Dis- 
eases not  treated  of  in  "  Diseases  of  Fe- 
males" and  "  Diseases  of  ChUdrcn.*'  Bj 
William  B.  Dewees,  M.IX,  Adjunct  Pro- 
fessor of  Midwifery  in  the  University  of  | 
Pennsylvania,  etc.  etc.  I 

"  We  live  in  an  age  in  whidi  the  fear 
of  debility  causes  a  prodigal  use  of  stimu- 
lants ;  and  this  too  often  at  the  eapenso 
of  the  health  and  the  life  of  the  patient.^' 
—Brouuais  PhUg  Chron.  Fol,  «,  p.  St. 

"  Had  I  dared  to  bleed  freely,  and  es- 
pecially by  means  of  leeches,  the  patient 
might  have  been  saved;  butlwasaftaid 
of  debility.     But  who  is  to  blaoM  ?** 

Feb.  2.         ^^^_^ 

AN  ENGRAVING, 

REPRESENTING  the  Perfect  and  Im- 
perfect  Cow  Pox  and  the  Chkken 
Pox,  during  their  course,  by  J.  D.  Flaber, 
M.D.  This  day  published  and  for  sale 
by  CARTER  &  HENDE3E,  oor.  of  Wash- 
ington  and  School  sU.  FHce  #2  1-2  cts. 
Jan  26. 


Poblished  wsekly,  by  John  Cottob,  at  184,  Washington  St.  oomor  of  Flrsakhn  St.,  to 
whom  all  coMBiunications  nust  be  addressed,  podSpoO.— Price  tbrf«  doUsin  per  ummn^ 
paid  in  adTsnce.  thrse  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  withm  three  months,  tad  fear  dolanif 
not  paid  wtihUi  ftlf  year.    The  postage  fcrtWa  is  IbfoMoe  as  ftrcttwrllewip^pwfc 
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NBW  INTESTINAL   WOBM. 

At  the  sitting  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  of  the  11th  of  Octoberi 
M*  6.  Cuvier  read  a  paper  on  the 
«ew  kind  of  Intestina,  or  parasite 
worm.  In  introdubing  the  sub- 
ject, the  celebrated  naturalist  ob- 
served that  among  the  intestinal, 
or  parasite  worms,  a  certain  num- 
ber b^ve,  on  the  under  side,  or  a( 
the  hinder  extremity  of  the  body, 
peveral  organs  in  the  form  of  air- 
boles,  more  or  less  like  those  which 
are  observable  on  the  arms  of  a 
polypus,  or  at  the  lower  extremity 
of  the  body  of  a  leech.  From  the 
number  of  these  organs,  some  natu- 
ralists have  derived  the  names  giv- 
en to  the  animals  which  possess 
them  ;  but,  taking  these  holes  for 
mouths,  they  have  composed  such 
names  of  the  number,  and  of  the 
word  stoniUy  calling  them  respec- 
tively distoma,  hexastoma,  poly- 
stoma.  M.  Cuvier  himself  having 
seven  and  twenty  years  ago  disco- 
vered, in  the  Mediterranean,  a 
species  of  this  family  having  three 
holes,  conformed  to  the  custom 
already  established,  and  called  it 
**Tristoma."  it  is  now,  howe- 
ver, well  ascertained,  that  these 
organs  do  not  serve  to  suck  up 
Douriiure  any  more  than  the  organs 
of  the  same  form  possessed  by  the 
polypus  and  leech  ;  the  animal 
only  makes  use  of  them  to  fix  it- 

49 


self,  and  it  is  not  difficult,  with  a 
little  attention,  to  find  the  real 
mouth,  which  is  single,  and  very 
different  from  the  other  apertures. 

M*  Cuvier  allowed,  therefore^ 
that  the  terms  dystoma,  tristoma, 
&c.,  are,  in  fact,  inappropriate; 
and  said  that  nothing  but  the  incon- 
venience which  the  study  of  natur 
r^l  history  is  subjected  to  by  the 
ch.ange  of  names,  reconciles  hini 
to  adopt  them  in  preference  t^ 
those  of  he^^acotyles,  &c.,  propos- 
ed by  M.  Blainville,  and  which 
express  with  more  exactness  the 
particular  organization  which  they 
are  intended  to  signify.  However 
that  might  be,  the  animal  present: 
ed  to  the  Academy,  said  M.  Cu- 
vier, belonged  to  the  genus  of 
which  he  had  just  spoken,  but  it 
was  infinitely  more  polystomatic^ 
or  more  polycotylous,  than,  any 
which  had  been  ever  before  de- 
scribed. It  was,  besides,  he  said, 
the  giant  of  Polycotyles.  The 
greater  number  of  these  animals 
are  little  ;  many  are  microscopic  ; 
the  species  of  which  he  presented 
one  was  four,  five  or  six  inches 
long.  It  had  more  than  a  hundred 
apertures,  and  if,  in  giving  it  a 
name,  the  analogy  of  the  species 
most  approaching  to  it  in  charac- 
ter were  to  be  observed,  it  oiight 
to  be  called  hecatostoma,  or  he* 
catoncotyle. 

In  addition  to  the  singularity  of 
its  organization,  is  that  of  the  situ- 
ation which  it  chooses,  or  rather 
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